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Matthew 1:1 1 Matthew 1:23

The Good News
According to
Matthew

1 The book of the genealogy of
Jesus Christ,* the son of David, the
son of Abraham.

2Abraham became the father of
Isaac. Isaac became the father of
Jacob. Jacob became the father of
Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah
became the father of Perez and
Zerah by Tamar. Perez became
the father of Hezron. Hezron be-
came the father of Ram. 4 Ram
became the father of Amminadab.
Amminadab became the father of
Nahshon. Nahshon became the fa-
ther of Salmon. 5 Salmon became
the father of Boaz by Rahab. Boaz
became the father ofObedbyRuth.
Obed became the father of Jesse.
6 Jesse became the father of King
David. David the king† became
the father of Solomon by her who
had been Uriah’s wife. 7 Solomon
became the father of Rehoboam.
Rehoboam became the father of
Abijah. Abijah became the father
of Asa. 8 Asa became the father of
Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat became
the father of Joram. Joram became
the father of Uzziah. 9 Uzziah be-
came the father of Jotham. Jotham
became the father of Ahaz. Ahaz
became the father of Hezekiah.
10 Hezekiah became the father of
Manasseh. Manasseh became the
father of Amon. Amon became
the father of Josiah. 11 Josiah be-
came the father of Jechoniah and
his brothers at the time of the exile
to Babylon.

12 After the exile to Babylon,
Jechoniah became the father of
Shealtiel. Shealtiel became the fa-
ther of Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel
became the father of Abiud. Abiud
became the father of Eliakim.

Eliakim became the father of Azor.
14Azorbecame the fatherofZadok.
Zadok became the father of Achim.
Achim became the father of Eliud.
15 Eliud became the father of
Eleazar. Eleazar became the father
of Matthan. Matthan became the
father of Jacob. 16 Jacob became
the father of Joseph, the husband
of Mary, from whom was born
Jesus,‡ who is called Christ.

17 So all the generations from
Abraham to David are fourteen
generations; from David to the
exile to Babylon fourteen genera-
tions; and from the carrying away
to Babylon to the Christ, fourteen
generations.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ
was like this: After his mother,
Mary, was engaged to Joseph, be-
fore they came together, she was
found pregnant by the Holy Spirit.
19 Joseph, her husband, being a
righteous man, and not willing to
make her a public example, in-
tended to put her away secretly.
20Butwhenhe thought about these
things, behold,§ an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t
be afraid to take to yourself Mary
as your wife, for that which is con-
ceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.
21 She shall give birth to a son.
You shall name him Jesus,* for it is
he who shall save his people from
their sins.”

22 Now all this has happened
that itmight be fulfilledwhichwas
spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying,
23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with

child,
and shall give birth to a son.

They shall call his name Im-
manuel,”

* 1:1 Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both mean “Anointed One” † 1:6 NU omits “the
king”. ‡ 1:16 “Jesus” means “Salvation”. § 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at,
take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. * 1:21 “Jesus” means
“Salvation”. ✡ 1:23 Isaiah 7:14
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which is, being interpreted,
“God with us.”✡

24 Joseph arose from his sleep,
and did as the angel of the Lord
commandedhim, and tookhiswife
to himself; 25 and didn’t know her
sexually until she had given birth
to her firstborn son. He named
him Jesus.

2
1 Now when Jesus was born in

Bethlehem of Judea in the days
of King Herod, behold, wise men*
from the east came to Jerusalem,
saying, 2 “Where is he who is born
King of the Jews? For we saw his
star in the east, and have come to
worship him.” 3When King Herod
heard it, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. 4 Gathering
together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he asked
them where the Christ would be
born. 5 They said to him, “In Beth-
lehem of Judea, for this is written
through the prophet,
6 ‘You Bethlehem, land of Judah,

are in no way least among the
princes of Judah;

for out of you shall come a gover-
nor

who shall shepherd my peo-
ple, Israel.’ ”✡

7 Then Herod secretly called the
wise men, and learned from them
exactly what time the star ap-
peared. 8 He sent them to Bethle-
hem, and said, “Go and search dili-
gently for the young child. When
you have found him, bring me
word, so that I also may come and
worship him.”

9 They, having heard the king,
went their way; and behold, the
star, which they saw in the east,
went before them until it came
and stood over where the young
child was. 10 When they saw the

star, they rejoiced with exceed-
ingly great joy. 11 They came
into the house and saw the young
child with Mary, his mother, and
they fell downandworshipedhim.
Opening their treasures, they of-
fered to him gifts: gold, frankin-
cense, andmyrrh. 12Beingwarned
in a dream not to return to Herod,
they went back to their own coun-
try another way.

13Nowwhen they had departed,
behold, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to Joseph in a dream, say-
ing, “Arise and take the young
child and his mother, and flee into
Egypt, and stay there until I tell
you, for Herod will seek the young
child to destroy him.”

14 He arose and took the young
child and his mother by night and
departed into Egypt, 15 and was
there until the death of Herod,
that itmight be fulfilledwhichwas
spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I
calledmy son.”✡

16ThenHerod, when he saw that
he was mocked by the wise men,
was exceedingly angry, and sent
out and killed all the male chil-
dren who were in Bethlehem and
inall the surrounding countryside,
from two years old and under, ac-
cording to the exact time which he
had learned from the wise men.
17 Then that which was spoken by
Jeremiah the prophetwas fulfilled,
saying,
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,

lamentation, weeping and
great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children;
she wouldn’t be comforted,
because they are nomore.”✡

19 But when Herod was dead,
behold, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared in a dream to Joseph in

* 2:1 The word for “wise men” (magoi) can also mean teachers, scientists, physicians,
astrologers, seers, interpreters of dreams, or sorcerers. ✡ 2:6 Micah 5:2 ✡ 2:15 Hosea
11:1 ✡ 2:18 Jeremiah 31:15
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Egypt, saying, 20“Arise and take the
young child and his mother, and
go into the land of Israel, for those
who sought the young child’s life
are dead.”

21 He arose and took the young
child and his mother, and came
into the land of Israel. 22 But
when he heard that Archelauswas
reigning over Judea in the place
of his father, Herod, he was afraid
to go there. Being warned in a
dream, he withdrew into the re-
gion of Galilee, 23 and came and
lived in a city called Nazareth; that
itmight be fulfilledwhichwas spo-
ken through the prophets that he
will be called a Nazarene.

3
1 In those days, John the Baptizer

came, preaching in the wilderness
of Judea, saying, 2 “Repent, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!”
3 For this is he who was spoken of
by Isaiah the prophet, saying,
“The voice of one crying in the

wilderness,
make the way of the Lord
ready!

Make his paths straight!”✡
4 Now John himself wore cloth-

ing made of camel’s hair with a
leather belt around his waist. His
food was locusts and wild honey.
5 Then people from Jerusalem, all
of Judea, and all the region around
the Jordan went out to him. 6They
were baptized by him in the Jor-
dan, confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many of
the Pharisees and Sadducees com-
ing for his baptism, he said to
them, “You offspring of vipers,
who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? 8 Therefore pro-
duce fruit worthy of repentance!
9 Don’t think to yourselves, ‘We
have Abraham for our father,’ for I
tell you that God is able to raise up

children to Abraham from these
stones. 10 Even now the ax lies at
the root of the trees. Therefore ev-
ery tree that doesn’t produce good
fruit is cut down, and cast into the
fire.

11 “I indeed baptize you in water
for repentance, but he who comes
after me is mightier than I, whose
sandals I am not worthy to carry.
He will baptize you in the Holy
Spirit.* 12 His winnowing fork is
in his hand, andhewill thoroughly
cleanse his threshing floor. He will
gather his wheat into the barn, but
the chaff he will burn up with un-
quenchable fire.”

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee
to the Jordan† to John, to be bap-
tized by him. 14 But John would
have hindered him, saying, “I need
to be baptized by you, and you
come tome?”

15 But Jesus, answering, said to
him, “Allow it now, for this is
thefittingway forus to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he allowed
him.

16 Jesus, when he was baptized,
went up directly from the wa-
ter: and behold, the heavens were
opened to him. He saw the Spirit
of God descending as a dove, and
coming on him. 17 Behold, a voice
out of the heavens said, “This ismy
beloved Son, with whom I amwell
pleased.”

4
1 Then Jesus was led up by the

Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. 2 When he
had fasted forty days and forty
nights, he was hungry afterward.
3 The tempter came and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God,
command that these stones be-
come bread.”

4 But he answered, “It is writ-
ten, ‘Man shall not live by bread

✡ 3:3 Isaiah 40:3 * 3:11 TRandNUadd “andwithfire” † 3:13 i.e., the JordanRiver ✡ 4:4
Deuteronomy 8:3
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alone, but by every word that
proceedsoutofGod’smouth.’ ”✡

5Then thedevil tookhim into the
holy city. He set him on the pinna-
cle of the temple, 6and said to him,
“If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down, for it is written,
‘He will command his angels con-

cerning you,’ and,
‘On their hands they will bear you

up,
so that you don’t dash your
foot against a stone.’ ”✡

7 Jesus said to him, “Again, it is
written, ‘You shall not test the
Lord, your God.’ ”✡

8Again, the devil took him to an
exceedingly high mountain, and
showed him all the kingdoms of
theworld and their glory. 9He said
to him, “I will give you all of these
things, if you will fall down and
worshipme.”

10 Then Jesus said to him, “Get
behind me,* Satan! For it is
written, ‘You shall worship the
Lord your God, and you shall
serve him only.’ ” ✡

11Then thedevil left him, andbe-
hold, angels came and served him.

12 Now when Jesus heard that
John was delivered up, he with-
drew into Galilee. 13 Leaving
Nazareth, he came and lived
in Capernaum, which is by the
sea, in the region of Zebulun
and Naphtali, 14 that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken
through Isaiah theprophet, saying,
15 “The land of Zebulun and the

land of Naphtali,
toward the sea, beyond the
Jordan,

Galilee of the Gentiles,
16 the people who sat in darkness

saw a great light;
to those who sat in the region
and shadow of death,

to them light has dawned.”✡
17 From that time, Jesus began

to preach, and to say, “Repent!
For the Kingdomof Heaven is at
hand.”

18Walking by the sea of Galilee,
he† saw two brothers: Simon, who
is called Peter, and Andrew, his
brother, casting a net into the sea;
for theywerefishermen. 19He said
to them, “Come after me, and I
will make you fishers formen.”

20 They immediately left their
nets and followed him. 21 Going
on from there, he saw two
other brothers, James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother, in
the boat with Zebedee their father,
mending their nets. He called
them. 22They immediately left the
boat and their father, and followed
him.

23 Jesuswent about in all Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the Good News of
the Kingdom, and healing every
disease and every sickness among
the people. 24 The report about
him went out into all Syria. They
brought to him all who were sick,
afflicted with various diseases
and torments, possessed with
demons, epileptics, and paralytics;
and he healed them. 25 Great
multitudes from Galilee, Decapo-
lis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from
beyond the Jordan followed him.

5
1 Seeing the multitudes, he went

up onto the mountain. When he
had sat down, his disciples came to
him. 2 He opened his mouth and
taught them, saying,
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the Kingdom of
Heaven.✡

4Blessed are those whomourn,
✡ 4:6 Psalm 91:11-12 ✡ 4:7 Deuteronomy 6:16 * 4:10 TR and NU read “Go away” instead
of “Get behindme” ✡ 4:10 Deuteronomy6:13 ✡ 4:16 Isaiah 9:1-2 † 4:18 TR reads “Jesus”
instead of “he” ✡ 5:3 Isaiah 57:15; 66:2 ✡ 5:4 Isaiah 61:2; 66:10,13
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for they shall be com-
forted.✡

5Blessed are the gentle,
for they shall inherit the
earth.*✡

6 Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteous-
ness,

for they shall be filled.
7Blessed are themerciful,

for they shall obtainmercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they shall see God.
9Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they shall be called chil-
dren of God.

10 Blessed are those who have
been persecuted for righ-
teousness’ sake,

for theirs is the Kingdom of
Heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when
people reproach you, persecute
you, and say all kinds of evil
against you falsely, formy sake.
12 Rejoice, and be exceedingly
glad, for great is your reward
in heaven. For that is how they
persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

13 “You are the salt of the
earth, but if the salt has lost
its flavor, with what will it be
salted? It is then good for noth-
ing, but to be cast out and trod-
den under the feet ofmen.

14 You are the light of the
world. A city located on a hill
can’t be hidden. 15 Neither
do you light a lamp and put it
under a measuring basket, but
on a stand; and it shines to all
who are in the house. 16 Even
so, let your light shine before
men, that they may see your
good works and glorify your Fa-
ther who is in heaven.

17 “Don’t think that I came
to destroy the law or the

prophets. I didn’t come to
destroy, but to fulfill. 18 For
most certainly, I tell you, until
heaven and earth pass away,
not even one smallest letter†
or one tiny pen stroke‡ shall
in any way pass away from
the law, until all things are
accomplished. 19 Therefore,
whoever shall break one of
these least commandments and
teach others to do so, shall be
called least in the Kingdom of
Heaven; but whoever shall do
and teach them shall be called
great in theKingdomofHeaven.
20For I tell you that unless your
righteousness exceeds that of
the scribes andPharisees, there
is no way you will enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven.

21 “You have heard that it was
said to the ancient ones, ‘You
shall not murder;’✡ and ‘Who-
ever murders will be in danger
of the judgment.’ 22 But I
tell you that everyonewho is an-
gry with his brother without a
cause § will be in danger of the
judgment. Whoever says to his
brother, ‘Raca!’ * will be in
danger of the council. Whoever
says, ‘You fool!’ will be in dan-
ger of the fire of Gehenna.†

23 “If therefore you are of-
fering your gift at the altar,
and there remember that your
brother has anything against
you, 24 leave your gift there
before the altar, and go your
way. First be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and of-
fer your gift. 25Agreewith your
adversaryquicklywhileyouare
with him on the way; lest per-
haps the prosecutor deliver you
to the judge, and the judge de-

* 5:5 or, land. ✡ 5:5 Psalm 37:11 † 5:18 literally, iota ‡ 5:18 or, serif ✡ 5:21 Exodus
20:13 § 5:22 NUomits “without a cause”. * 5:22 “Raca” is an Aramaic insult, related to the
word for “empty” and conveying the idea of empty-headedness. † 5:22 or, Hell
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liver you to the officer, and you
be cast into prison. 26 Most
certainly I tell you, you shall by
no means get out of there until
you have paid the last penny.‡

27 “You have heard that it was
said, § ‘You shall not commit
adultery;’✡ 28 but I tell you that
everyonewho gazes at awoman
to lust after her has committed
adultery with her already in
his heart. 29 If your right eye
causes you to stumble, pluck it
out and throw it away fromyou.
For it is more profitable for
you that one of your members
should perish than for your
whole body to be cast into
Gehenna.* 30 If your right hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off,
and throw it away fromyou. For
it ismoreprofitable foryou that
one of your members should
perish, than for your whole
body to be cast into Gehenna.†

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever
shall put away his wife, let him
give her a writing of divorce,’✡
32 but I tell you that whoever
puts away his wife, except for
the cause of sexual immorality,
makes her an adulteress; and
whoever marries her when she
is put away commits adultery.

33 “Again you have heard that
it was said to the ancient ones,
‘You shall not make false vows,
but shall perform to the Lord
your vows,’✡ 34 but I tell you,
don’t swear at all: neither by
heaven, for it is the throne of
God; 35 nor by the earth, for it
is the footstool of his feet; nor
by Jerusalem, for it is the city of

the great King. 36Neither shall
you swear by your head, for you
can’t make one hair white or
black. 37 But let your ‘Yes’
be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’ be ‘No.’
Whatever is more than these is
of the evil one.

38 “You have heard that it was
said, ‘An eye for an eye, and
a tooth for a tooth.’✡ 39 But I
tell you, don’t resist him who
is evil; but whoever strikes you
on your right cheek, turn to
him the other also. 40 If any-
one sues you to take away your
coat, let him have your cloak
also. 41Whoever compels you
to go onemile, go with him two.
42Give to himwho asks you, and
don’t turn away him who de-
sires to borrow from you.

43 “You have heard that it was
said, ‘You shall love your neigh-
bor ✡ and hate your enemy.’‡
44 But I tell you, love your ene-
mies, bless thosewhocurseyou,
do good to those who hate you,
andpray for thosewhomistreat
you and persecute you, 45 that
you may be children of your Fa-
ther who is in heaven. For he
makes his sun to rise on the
evil and the good, and sends
rain on the just and the unjust.
46For if you love those who love
you, what reward do you have?
Don’t even the tax collectors
do the same? 47 If you only
greet your friends, what more
do you do than others? Don’t
even the tax collectors§ do the
same? 48 Therefore you shall
beperfect, justasyourFather in
heaven is perfect.

‡ 5:26 literally, kodrantes. A kodrantes was a small copper coin worth about 2 lepta (widow’s
mites)—not enough to buy verymuch of anything. § 5:27 TR adds “to the ancients”. ✡ 5:27
Exodus 20:14 * 5:29 or, Hell † 5:30 or, Hell ✡ 5:31 Deuteronomy24:1 ✡ 5:33 Numbers
30:2; Deuteronomy23:21; Ecclesiastes 5:4 ✡ 5:38 Exodus 21:24; Leviticus 24:20; Deuteronomy
19:21 ✡ 5:43 Leviticus 19:18 ‡ 5:43 not in the Bible, but see QumranManual of Discipline
Ix, 21-26 § 5:47 NU reads “Gentiles” instead of “tax collectors”. * 6:1 NU reads “acts of
righteousness” instead of “charitable giving”
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6
1 “Be careful that you don’t

do your charitable giving* be-
foremen, to be seen by them, or
else you have no reward from
your Father who is in heaven.
2 Therefore, when you do mer-
ciful deeds, don’t sound a trum-
pet before yourself, as the hyp-
ocritesdo in thesynagoguesand
in the streets, that they may get
glory frommen. Most certainly
I tell you, they have received
their reward. 3Butwhenyoudo
merciful deeds, don’t let your
left hand know what your right
hand does, 4 so that yourmerci-
ful deeds may be in secret, then
your Father who sees in secret
will reward you openly.

5 “When you pray, you shall
not be as the hypocrites, for
they love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and in the cor-
ners of the streets, that they
may be seen by men. Most cer-
tainly, I tell you, they have re-
ceived their reward. 6But you,
when you pray, enter into your
inner room, and having shut
your door, pray to your Father
who is in secret; and your Fa-
ther who sees in secret will re-
ward you openly. 7 In praying,
don’t use vain repetitions as
the Gentiles do; for they think
that they will be heard for their
much speaking. 8 Therefore
don’t be like them, for your
Father knows what things you
need before you ask him. 9Pray
like this:
“ ‘Our Father in heaven, may

your name be kept holy.
10Let your Kingdom come.

Let your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.

11Giveus todayourdailybread.
12Forgive us our debts,

as we also forgive our
debtors.

13Bring us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil
one.

For yours is the Kingdom, the
power, and the glory for-
ever. Amen.’†

14“For ifyouforgivementheir
trespasses, your heavenly Fa-
therwill also forgive you. 15But
if you don’t forgive men their
trespasses, neitherwill your Fa-
ther forgive your trespasses.

16 “Moreover when you fast,
don’t be like the hypocrites,
with sad faces. For they disfig-
ure their faces that they may
be seen by men to be fasting.
Most certainly I tell you, they
have received their reward.
17But you,whenyou fast, anoint
your head and wash your face,
18 so that you are not seen by
men to be fasting, but by your
Father who is in secret; and
your Father, who sees in secret,
will reward you.

19 “Don’t lay up treasures for
yourselves on the earth, where
moth and rust consume, and
where thieves break through
and steal; 20 but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust
consume, and where thieves
don’t break through and steal;
21 for where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.

22 “The lamp of the body is the
eye. If therefore your eye is
sound, your whole body will be
full of light. 23 But if your eye
is evil, your whole body will be
full of darkness. If therefore
the light that is in you is dark-
ness, howgreat is thedarkness!

24 “No one can serve two mas-
ters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or else

† 6:13 NU omits “For yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.”
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he will be devoted to one and
despise the other. You can’t
serve both God and Mammon.
25 Therefore I tell you, don’t be
anxious for your life: what you
will eat, or what you will drink;
nor yet for your body, what you
will wear. Isn’t life more than
food, and the body more than
clothing? 26See the birds of the
sky, that they don’t sow, neither
do they reap, nor gather into
barns. Your heavenly Father
feeds them. Aren’t you of much
more value than they?

27 “Which of you by being anx-
ious, can add one moment‡ to
his lifespan? 28 Why are you
anxious about clothing? Con-
sider the lilies of the field, how
they grow. They don’t toil, nei-
ther do they spin, 29 yet I tell
you that even Solomon in all
his glory was not dressed like
one of these. 30 But if God
so clothes the grass of the field,
which today exists and tomor-
row is thrown into the oven,
won’t hemuchmore clothe you,
you of little faith?

31 “Therefore don’t be anx-
ious, saying, ‘What will we
eat?’, ‘What will we drink?’ or,
‘With what will we be clothed?’
32For the Gentiles seek after all
these things; for your heavenly
Father knows that you need
all these things. 33 But seek
first God’s Kingdom and his
righteousness; and all these
things will be given to you
as well. 34 Therefore don’t
be anxious for tomorrow, for
tomorrow will be anxious for
itself. Each day’s own evil is
sufficient.

7
1 “Don’t judge, so that you

won’t be judged. 2 For with
whatever judgment you judge,

you will be judged; and with
whatever measure you mea-
sure, it will bemeasured to you.
3Why do you see the speck that
is in your brother’s eye, but
don’t consider the beam that
is in your own eye? 4 Or how
will you tell your brother, ‘Let
me remove the speck from your
eye,’ and behold, the beam is in
your own eye? 5You hypocrite!
First remove the beam out of
your own eye, and then you can
see clearly to remove the speck
out of your brother’s eye.

6“Don’t give thatwhich isholy
to the dogs, neither throw your
pearls before the pigs, lest per-
haps they trample them under
their feet, and turnand tearyou
to pieces.

7 “Ask, and it will be given
you. Seek, and you will find.
Knock, and it will be opened for
you. 8 For everyone who asks
receives. He who seeks finds.
To him who knocks it will be
opened. 9 Or who is there
among you who, if his son asks
him for bread, will give him a
stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish,
who will give him a serpent?
11 If you then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will
your Father who is in heaven
give good things to those who
ask him! 12 Therefore, what-
ever you desire for men to do
to you, you shall also do to
them; for this is the law and the
prophets.

13 “Enter in by the narrow
gate; for the gate iswide and the
way is broad that leads to de-
struction, and there are many
who enter in by it. 14 How*
narrow is the gate and the way
is restricted that leads to life!
There are fewwho find it.

‡ 6:27 literally, cubit * 7:14 TR reads “Because” instead of “How”
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15 “Beware of false prophets,
who come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly are
ravening wolves. 16 By their
fruits you will know them. Do
you gather grapes from thorns
or figs from thistles? 17 Even
so, every good tree produces
good fruit, but the corrupt
tree produces evil fruit. 18 A
good tree can’t produce evil
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree
produce good fruit. 19 Every
tree that doesn’t grow good
fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire. 20 Therefore by
their fruitsyouwillknowthem.

21 “Not everyone who says to
me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into
the Kingdom of Heaven, but he
who does the will of my Father
who is in heaven. 22Many will
tell me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord,
didn’t we prophesy in your
name, in your name cast out
demons, and in your name do
many mighty works?’ 23 Then
I will tell them, ‘I never knew
you. Depart from me, you who
work iniquity.’

24 “Everyone therefore who
hears these words of mine and
does them, I will liken him to a
wise man who built his house
on a rock. 25 The rain came
down, the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on that
house; and it didn’t fall, for
it was founded on the rock.
26 Everyone who hears these
words of mine and doesn’t do
them will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand.
27 The rain came down, the
floods came, and thewindsblew
and beat on that house; and it
fell—and its fall was great.”

28 When Jesus had finished say-
ing these things, the multitudes
were astonished at his teaching,
29 for he taught them with author-
ity, and not like the scribes.

8
1 When he came down from

themountain, greatmultitudes fol-
lowed him. 2Behold, a leper came
to him andworshiped him, saying,
“Lord, if youwant to, youcanmake
me clean.”

3 Jesus stretched out his hand
and touched him, saying, “I want
to. Bemade clean.” Immediately
his leprosy was cleansed. 4 Jesus
said to him, “See that you tell
nobody; butgo, showyourself to
thepriest, andoffer the gift that
Moses commanded, as a testi-
mony to them.”

5 When he came into Caper-
naum, a centurion came to him,
asking him for help, 6 saying,
“Lord, my servant lies in the house
paralyzed, grievously tormented.”

7 Jesus said to him, “I will come
and heal him.”

8 The centurion answered,
“Lord, I’m not worthy for you to
come under my roof. Just say
the word, and my servant will be
healed. 9For I amalso amanunder
authority, having under myself
soldiers. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and
he goes; and tell another, ‘Come,’
and he comes; and tell my servant,
‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

10 When Jesus heard it, he mar-
veled and said to those who fol-
lowed, “Most certainly I tell you,
I haven’t found so great a faith,
not even in Israel. 11 I tell
you that many will come from
the east and the west, and will
sit down with Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob in the Kingdom of
Heaven, 12 but the children of
the Kingdomwill be thrown out
into the outer darkness. There
will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” 13 Jesus said to the cen-
turion, “Go your way. Let it be
done for you as you have be-
lieved.” His servantwas healed in
that hour.
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14When Jesus came into Peter’s
house, he saw his wife’s mother
lying sick with a fever. 15 He
touched her hand, and the fever
left her. So she got up and served
him.* 16When evening came, they
brought to him many possessed
with demons. He cast out the spir-
its with aword, and healed all who
were sick, 17 that it might be ful-
filled which was spoken through
Isaiah the prophet, saying, “He
took our infirmities and bore our
diseases.”✡

18 Now when Jesus saw great
multitudes around him, he gave
the order to depart to the other
side.

19A scribe came and said to him,
“Teacher, I will follow you wher-
ever you go.”

20 Jesus said to him, “The foxes
have holes and the birds of the
sky have nests, but the Son of
Man has nowhere to lay his
head.”

21Another of his disciples said to
him, “Lord, allowmefirst to go and
burymy father.”

22But Jesus said to him, “Follow
me, and leave the dead to bury
their own dead.”

23 When he got into a boat, his
disciples followed him. 24 Behold,
a violent stormcameupon the sea,
so much that the boat was covered
with the waves; but he was asleep.
25 The disciples came to him and
woke him up, saying, “Save us,
Lord! We are dying!”

26Hesaid to them, “Whyareyou
fearful, O you of little faith?”
Then he got up, rebuked the wind
and the sea, and there was a great
calm.

27 The men marveled, saying,
“What kind of man is this, that
even the wind and the sea obey
him?”

28 When he came to the other
side, into the country of the Gerge-
senes,† two people possessed by
demonsmet him there, coming out
of the tombs, exceedingly fierce,
so that nobody could pass that
way. 29Behold, they cried out, say-
ing, “What do we have to do with
you, Jesus, Son of God? Have you
comehere to tormentus before the
time?” 30Now there was a herd of
many pigs feeding far away from
them. 31 The demons begged him,
saying, “If you cast us out, permit
us to go away into theherdof pigs.”

32He said to them, “Go!”
They came out andwent into the

herdof pigs; andbehold, thewhole
herd of pigs rushed down the cliff
into the sea and died in the wa-
ter. 33 Those who fed them fled
and went away into the city and
told everything, including what
happened to those who were pos-
sessed with demons. 34 Behold, all
the city came out to meet Jesus.
When they saw him, they begged
that he would depart from their
borders.

9
1 He entered into a boat and

crossed over, and came into his
own city. 2 Behold, they brought
to him a man who was paralyzed,
lying on a bed. Jesus, seeing their
faith, said to the paralytic, “Son,
cheerup! Yoursinsare forgiven
you.”

3 Behold, some of the scribes
said to themselves, “Thismanblas-
phemes.”

4 Jesus, knowing their thoughts,
said, “Why do you think evil in
your hearts? 5 For which is
easier, to say, ‘Your sins are for-
given;’ or to say, ‘Get up, and
walk?’ 6But that youmay know
that the Son of Man has author-
ity on earth to forgive sins—”

* 8:15 TR reads “them” instead of “him” ✡ 8:17 Isaiah 53:4 † 8:28 NU reads “Gadarenes”
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(thenhe said to theparalytic), “Get
up, andtakeupyourmat, andgo
to your house.”

7 He arose and departed to his
house. 8 But when the multitudes
saw it, theymarveled and glorified
God,whohad given such authority
to men.

9 As Jesus passed by from there,
he saw a man called Matthew sit-
ting at the tax collection office. He
said to him, “Follow me.” He got
up and followed him. 10 As he sat
in the house, behold, many tax col-
lectors and sinners came and sat
down with Jesus and his disciples.
11When the Pharisees saw it, they
said to his disciples, “Why does
your teachereatwith taxcollectors
and sinners?”

12 When Jesus heard it, he said
to them, “Those who are healthy
have no need for a physician,
but thosewhoaresickdo. 13But
you go and learn what this
means: ‘I desire mercy, and not
sacrifice,’✡ for I came not to call
the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.”*

14 Then John’s disciples came to
him, saying, “Why do we and the
Pharisees fast often, but your disci-
ples don’t fast?”

15 Jesus said to them, “Can
the friends of the bridegroom
mourn as long as the bride-
groom is with them? But
the days will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away
from them, and then they will
fast. 16 No one puts a piece
of unshrunk cloth on an old
garment; for the patch would
tear away from the garment,
and a worse hole is made.
17 Neither do people put new
wine into old wine skins, or else
the skins would burst, and the
wine be spilled, and the skins
ruined. No, they put new wine

into fresh wine skins, and both
are preserved.”

18 While he told these things
to them, behold, a ruler came
and worshiped him, saying, “My
daughter has just died, but come
and lay your hand on her, and she
will live.”

19 Jesus got up and followed him,
as did his disciples. 20 Behold, a
woman who had a discharge of
blood for twelve years came be-
hind him, and touched the fringe†
of his garment; 21 for she said
within herself, “If I just touch his
garment, I will be made well.”

22 But Jesus, turning around
and seeing her, said, “Daughter,
cheer up! Your faith has made
you well.” And the woman was
made well from that hour.

23 When Jesus came into the
ruler’s house and saw the flute
players and the crowd in noisy
disorder, 24he said to them, “Make
room, because the girl isn’t
dead, but sleeping.”
They were ridiculing him. 25But

when the crowd was sent out, he
entered in, took her by the hand,
and the girl arose. 26 The report of
this went out into all that land.

27As Jesus passed by from there,
two blind men followed him, call-
ingoutandsaying, “Havemercyon
us, son of David!” 28When he had
come into thehouse, the blindmen
came to him. Jesus said to them,
“Doyoubelieve that I amable to
do this?”
They told him, “Yes, Lord.”
29 Then he touched their eyes,

saying, “According to your faith
be it done to you.” 30 Then their
eyes were opened. Jesus strictly
commanded them, saying, “See
that no one knows about this.”
31 But they went out and spread
abroad his fame in all that land.

✡ 9:13 Hosea 6:6 * 9:13 NU omits “to repentance”. † 9:20 or, tassel
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32 As they went out, behold,
a mute man who was demon
possessed was brought to him.
33 When the demon was cast
out, the mute man spoke. The
multitudes marveled, saying,
“Nothing like this has ever been
seen in Israel!”

34But the Pharisees said, “By the
prince of the demons, he casts out
demons.”

35 Jesus went about all the cities
and the villages, teaching in their
synagogues and preaching the
Good News of the Kingdom, and
healing every disease and every
sickness among the people. 36 But
when he saw the multitudes, he
was moved with compassion for
thembecause theywere harassed‡
and scattered, like sheep without
a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest indeed is
plentiful, but the laborers are
few. 38 Pray therefore that the
Lordof theharvestwill sendout
laborers into his harvest.”

10
1He called to himself his twelve

disciples, and gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them
out, and to heal every disease and
every sickness. 2 Now the names
of the twelve apostles are these.
The first, Simon, who is called Pe-
ter; Andrew, his brother; James the
son of Zebedee; John, his brother;
3 Philip; Bartholomew; Thomas;
Matthew the tax collector; James
the son of Alphaeus; Lebbaeus,
who was also called* Thaddaeus;
4Simon theZealot; and Judas Iscar-
iot, who also betrayed him.

5 Jesus sent these twelve out
and commanded them, saying,
“Don’t go among the Gentiles,
and don’t enter into any city of
the Samaritans. 6 Rather, go
to the lost sheep of the house

of Israel. 7 As you go, preach,
saying, ‘TheKingdomofHeaven
is at hand!’ 8 Heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers,† and cast out
demons. Freely you received,
so freely give. 9Don’t take any
gold, silver, or brass in your
money belts. 10Take no bag for
your journey, neither two coats,
nor sandals, nor staff: for the
laborer is worthy of his food.
11 Into whatever city or village
you enter, find out who in it is
worthy, and stay there until you
go on. 12As you enter into the
household, greet it. 13 If the
household is worthy, let your
peace come on it, but if it isn’t
worthy, let your peace return
to you. 14 Whoever doesn’t
receive you or hear yourwords,
as you go out of that house or
that city, shake the dust off your
feet. 15Most certainly I tell you,
it will be more tolerable for the
land of Sodom and Gomorrah
in the day of judgment than for
that city.

16 “Behold, I send you out as
sheepamongwolves. Therefore
be wise as serpents and harm-
less as doves. 17 But beware
ofmen, for theywill deliver you
up to councils, and in their syn-
agogues they will scourge you.
18 Yes, and you will be brought
before governors and kings for
mysake, fora testimonytothem
and to the nations. 19 But
when they deliver you up, don’t
be anxious how or what you
will say, for it will be given you
in that hour what you will say.
20 For it is not you who speak,
but the Spirit of your Father
who speaks in you.

21 “Brother will deliver up
brother to death, and the father
his child. Children will rise up

‡ 9:36 TR reads “weary” instead of “harassed” * 10:3 NU omits “Lebbaeus, who was also
called” † 10:8 TR adds “raise the dead,”
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against parents and cause them
tobeput to death. 22Youwill be
hated by all men for my name’s
sake, but he who endures to
the end will be saved. 23 But
when they persecute you in this
city, flee into the next, for most
certainly I tell you, you will not
have gone through the cities of
Israel until the Son of Man has
come.

24 “A disciple is not above his
teacher, nor a servant above
his lord. 25 It is enough for
the disciple that he be like his
teacher, and the servant like his
lord. If they have called the
master of the house Beelzebul,‡
how much more those of his
household! 26 Therefore don’t
be afraid of them, for there is
nothing covered that will not
be revealed, or hidden that will
not be known. 27 What I tell
you in the darkness, speak in
the light; and what you hear
whispered in the ear, proclaim
on the housetops. 28 Don’t
be afraid of those who kill the
body, but are not able to kill
the soul. Rather, fear him who
is able to destroy both soul and
body in Gehenna.§

29 “Aren’t two sparrows sold
for an assarion coin?* Not one
of them falls to the ground
apart from your Father’s
will. 30 But the very hairs of
your head are all numbered.
31 Therefore don’t be afraid.
You are of more value than
many sparrows. 32 Everyone
therefore who confesses me
before men, I will also confess
him before my Father who is in
heaven. 33But whoever denies
me before men, I will also deny
him before my Father who is in
heaven.

34 “Don’t think that I came
to send peace on the earth. I
didn’t come to send peace, but
a sword. 35 For I came to
set a man at odds against his
father, and a daughter against
her mother, and a daughter-in-
law against her mother-in-law.
36 A man’s foes will be those of
his own household.✡ 37 He who
loves father or mother more
thanmeisnotworthyofme; and
he who loves son or daughter
more than me isn’t worthy of
me. 38He who doesn’t take his
cross and follow after me isn’t
worthy of me. 39He who seeks
his life will lose it; and he who
loses his life for my sake will
find it.

40 “He who receives you re-
ceives me, and he who receives
me receives him who sent me.
41He who receives a prophet in
the name of a prophet will re-
ceive a prophet’s reward. He
who receives a righteous man
in the name of a righteous man
will receive a righteous man’s
reward. 42Whoever gives one
of these little ones just a cup of
cold water to drink in the name
of a disciple, most certainly I
tell you, he will in no way lose
his reward.”

11
1 When Jesus had finished di-

recting his twelve disciples, he de-
parted from there to teach and
preach in their cities.

2 Now when John heard in the
prison the works of Christ, he sent
two of his disciples 3 and said to
him, “Are you he who comes, or
should we look for another?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Go and
tell John the things which you
hear and see: 5 the blind re-
ceive their sight, the lamewalk,

‡ 10:25 Literally, Lord of the Flies, or the devil § 10:28 or, Hell. * 10:29 An assarion
is a small coin worth one tenth of a drachma or a sixteenth of a denarius. An assarion is
approximately the wages of one half hour of agricultural labor. ✡ 10:36 Micah 7:6 ✡ 11:5
Isaiah 35:5
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the lepersarecleansed, thedeaf
hear,✡ the dead are raised up,
and the poor have good news
preached to them.✡ 6 Blessed
is he who finds no occasion for
stumbling inme.”

7 As these went their way, Je-
sus began to say to the multi-
tudes concerning John, “What did
you go out into the wilderness
to see? A reed shaken by the
wind? 8 But what did you
go out to see? A man in soft
clothing? Behold, those who
wear soft clothing are in kings’
houses. 9 But why did you go
out? To see a prophet? Yes, I
tell you, and much more than
a prophet. 10 For this is he,
of whom it is written, ‘Behold, I
sendmymessenger before your
face, whowill prepare yourway
before you.’✡ 11 Most certainly
I tell you, among those who
are born of women there has
not arisen anyone greater than
John the Baptizer; yet he who is
least in the Kingdom of Heaven
is greater than he. 12 From
thedaysof John theBaptizerun-
til now, the Kingdom of Heaven
suffersviolence, and theviolent
take it by force.* 13 For all the
prophets and the law prophe-
sied until John. 14 If you are
willing to receive it, this is Eli-
jah, who is to come. 15He who
has ears to hear, let him hear.

16 “But to what shall I com-
pare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the market-
places, who call to their com-
panions 17 and say, ‘We played
the flute for you, and you didn’t
dance. We mourned for you,
and you didn’t lament.’ 18 For
John came neither eating nor
drinking, and they say, ‘He has
a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man

came eating and drinking, and
they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous
man and a drunkard, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners!’
But wisdom is justified by her
children.”†

20 Then he began to denounce
the cities in which most of his
mighty works had been done, be-
cause they didn’t repent. 21 “Woe
to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaida! For if the mighty
works had been done in Tyre
and Sidon which were done in
you, they would have repented
long ago in sackcloth and ashes.
22 But I tell you, it will be more
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon on
the day of judgment than for
you. 23 You, Capernaum, who
are exalted to heaven, you will
go down to Hades. ‡ For if the
mighty works had been done in
Sodomwhich were done in you,
itwouldhaveremaineduntil to-
day. 24But I tell you that it will
be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom on the day of judg-
ment, than for you.”

25 At that time, Jesus answered,
“I thank you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that you hid
these things from the wise and
understanding, and revealed
them to infants. 26Yes, Father,
for so it was well-pleasing in
your sight. 27 All things have
been delivered to me by my
Father. No one knows the Son,
except the Father; neither does
anyone know the Father, except
the Son and he to whom the Son
desires to reveal him.

28“Come tome, all youwho la-
bor and are heavily burdened,
and I will give you rest. 29Take
my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart; and you will

✡ 11:5 Isaiah 61:1-4 ✡ 11:10 Malachi 3:1 * 11:12 or, plunder it. † 11:19 NU reads
“actions” instead of “children” ‡ 11:23 or, Hell
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find rest for your souls. 30 For
my yoke is easy, and my burden
is light.”

12
1 At that time, Jesus went on

the Sabbath day through the grain
fields. His disciples were hungry
and began to pluck heads of grain
and to eat. 2 But the Pharisees,
when they saw it, said to him, “Be-
hold, your disciples do what is not
lawful to do on the Sabbath.”

3 But he said to them, “Haven’t
you read what David did when
he was hungry, and those who
were with him: 4 how he en-
tered into God’s house and ate
the show bread, which was not
lawful for him to eat, nor for
those who were with him, but
only for the priests?✡ 5Or have
you not read in the law that on
the Sabbath day the priests in
the temple profane the Sabbath
and are guiltless? 6 But I tell
you that one greater than the
temple is here. 7But if you had
known what this means, ‘I de-
sire mercy, and not sacrifice,’✡
you wouldn’t have condemned
the guiltless. 8 For the Son of
Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”

9 He departed from there and
went into their synagogue. 10 And
behold, there was a man with a
withered hand. They asked him,
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath
day?” so that they might accuse
him.

11 He said to them, “What man
is there among youwho has one
sheep, and if this one falls into a
pit on the Sabbath day, won’t he
grab on to it and lift it out? 12Of
how much more value then is a
man than a sheep! Therefore
it is lawful to do good on the
Sabbath day.” 13 Then he told the
man, “Stretch out your hand.”

He stretched it out; and it was re-
stored whole, just like the other.
14 But the Pharisees went out and
conspired against him, how they
might destroy him.

15 Jesus, perceiving that, with-
drew from there. Great multi-
tudes followed him; and he healed
them all, 16 and commanded them
that they should not make him
known, 17 that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken through Isaiah
the prophet, saying,
18 “Behold, my servant whom I

have chosen,
my beloved in whom my soul
is well pleased.

I will put my Spirit on him.
He will proclaim justice to the
nations.

19Hewill not strive, nor shout,
neither will anyone hear his
voice in the streets.

20Hewon’t break a bruised reed.
He won’t quench a smoking
flax,

until he leads justice to victory.
21 In his name, the nationswill
hope.”✡

22 Then one possessed by a de-
mon, blind andmute, was brought
to him; and he healed him, so
that the blind and mute man both
spoke and saw. 23 All the multi-
tudeswere amazed, and said, “Can
this be the son of David?” 24 But
when the Pharisees heard it, they
said, “This man does not cast out
demons except by Beelzebul, the
prince of the demons.”

25Knowing their thoughts, Jesus
said to them, “Every kingdom di-
vided against itself is brought
to desolation, and every city
or house divided against itself
will not stand. 26 If Satan
casts out Satan, he is divided
against himself. How then will
his kingdom stand? 27 If I
by Beelzebul cast out demons,
by whom do your children cast

✡ 12:4 1 Samuel 21:3-6 ✡ 12:7 Hosea 6:6 ✡ 12:21 Isaiah 42:1-4
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them out? Therefore they will
be your judges. 28 But if I
by the Spirit of God cast out
demons, then God’s Kingdom
has come upon you. 29Or how
can one enter into the house of
the strong man and plunder his
goods, unless he first bind the
strong man? Then he will plun-
der his house.

30 “He who is not with me is
against me, and he who doesn’t
gather with me, scatters.
31Therefore I tell you, every sin
and blasphemy will be forgiven
men, but the blasphemy against
the Spirit will not be forgiven
men. 32Whoever speaks aword
against the Son of Man, it will
be forgiven him; but whoever
speaksagainst theHolySpirit, it
will not be forgiven him, either
in this age, or in that which is to
come.

33 “Either make the tree good
and its fruit good, or make the
tree corrupt and its fruit cor-
rupt; for the tree is known by
its fruit. 34 You offspring of
vipers, how can you, being evil,
speak good things? For out of
the abundance of the heart, the
mouth speaks. 35 The good
man out of his good treasure*
brings out good things, and the
evil man out of his evil treasure
brings out evil things. 36 I tell
you that every idle word that
men speak, they will give ac-
count of it in the day of judg-
ment. 37For by your words you
will be justified, and by your
words youwill be condemned.”

38Then certain of the scribes and
Pharisees answered, “Teacher, we
want to see a sign from you.”

39 But he answered them, “An
evil and adulterous generation
seeks after a sign, but no sign
will be given to it but the sign

of Jonah the prophet. 40 For as
Jonah was three days and three
nights in the belly of the huge
fish, so will the Son of Man be
three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth. 41 The
men of Nineveh will stand up
in the judgmentwith this gener-
ation and will condemn it, for
they repented at the preach-
ing of Jonah; and behold, some-
one greater than Jonah is here.
42 The Queen of the South will
riseup in the judgmentwith this
generation andwill condemn it,
for she came from the ends of
the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon; and behold, someone
greater than Solomon is here.

43“Whenanunclean spirit has
gone out of a man, he passes
through waterless places seek-
ing rest, and doesn’t find it.
44 Then he says, ‘I will return
into my house from which I
came;’ and when he has come
back, he finds it empty, swept,
and put in order. 45 Then
he goes and takes with himself
seven other spirits more evil
thanhe is, and they enter in and
dwell there. The last state of
that man becomes worse than
the first. Even so will it be also
to this evil generation.”

46 While he was yet speaking to
themultitudes, behold, his mother
and his brothers stood outside,
seeking to speak to him. 47 One
said to him, “Behold, your mother
and your brothers stand outside,
seeking to speak to you.”

48 But he answered him who
spoke to him, “Who is my
mother? Who are my broth-
ers?” 49He stretched out his hand
toward his disciples, and said,
“Behold, my mother and my
brothers! 50 For whoever does
the will of my Father who is in

* 12:35 TR adds “of the heart”
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heaven, he is my brother, and
sister, andmother.”

13
1 On that day Jesus went out of

the house and sat by the seaside.
2Greatmultitudesgathered tohim,
so that he entered into a boat and
sat; and all the multitude stood
on the beach. 3 He spoke to them
many things in parables, saying,
“Behold, a farmer went out to
sow. 4 As he sowed, some
seeds fell by the roadside, and
the birds came and devoured
them. 5 Others fell on rocky
ground, where they didn’t have
much soil, and immediately
they sprang up, because they
had no depth of earth. 6When
the sun had risen, they were
scorched. Because they had
no root, they withered away.
7Others fell among thorns. The
thorns grew up and choked
them. 8 Others fell on good
soil and yielded fruit: some one
hundred times as much, some
sixty, and some thirty. 9Hewho
has ears to hear, let him hear.”

10The disciples came, and said to
him, “Why do you speak to them in
parables?”

11He answered them, “To you it
isgiventoknowthemysteriesof
theKingdomofHeaven, but it is
not given to them. 12 For who-
ever has, to him will be given,
and he will have abundance;
butwhoever doesn’t have, from
him will be taken away even
that which he has. 13Therefore
I speak to them in parables, be-
cause seeing they don’t see, and
hearing, they don’t hear, nei-
ther do they understand. 14 In
them the prophecy of Isaiah is
fulfilled, which says,
‘By hearing youwill hear,

and will in no way under-
stand;

Seeing youwill see,
andwill in noway perceive;

15 for this people’s heart has
grown callous,

their ears are dull of hear-
ing,

and they have closed their
eyes;

or else perhaps they might per-
ceive with their eyes,

hear with their ears,
understand with their
heart,

andwould turn again,
and I would heal them.’✡

16 “But blessed are your eyes,
for they see; and your ears, for
they hear. 17Formost certainly
I tell you that many prophets
and righteous men desired to
see the things which you see,
anddidn’t see them; and tohear
the things which you hear, and
didn’t hear them.

18 “Hear, then, the parable of
the farmer. 19 When any-
one hears the word of the King-
dom and doesn’t understand it,
the evil one comes and snatches
away that which has been sown
in his heart. This is what was
sown by the roadside. 20What
was sown on the rocky places,
this is he who hears the word
and immediately with joy re-
ceives it; 21 yet he has no
root in himself, but endures
for a while. When oppression
or persecution arises because
of the word, immediately he
stumbles. 22 What was sown
among the thorns, this is hewho
hears the word, but the cares of
this age and thedeceitfulness of
riches choke the word, and he
becomes unfruitful. 23 What
was sown on the good ground,
this is he who hears the word
and understands it, who most

✡ 13:15 Isaiah 6:9-10
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certainly bears fruit and pro-
duces, some one hundred times
as much, some sixty, and some
thirty.”

24He set another parable before
them, saying, “The Kingdom of
Heaven is like amanwho sowed
good seed in his field, 25 but
while people slept, his enemy
came and sowed darnel weeds*
also among thewheat, andwent
away. 26 But when the blade
sprang up and produced grain,
then thedarnelweedsappeared
also. 27 The servants of the
householder came and said to
him, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good
seed in your field? Where did
thesedarnelweedscomefrom?’

28 “He said to them, ‘An enemy
has done this.’
“The servants asked him, ‘Do

you want us to go and gather
themup?’

29 “But he said, ‘No, lest per-
haps while you gather up the
darnel weeds, you root up the
wheat with them. 30 Let both
grow togetheruntil theharvest,
and in the harvest time I will
tell the reapers, “First, gather
up the darnel weeds, and bind
them in bundles to burn them;
but gather the wheat into my
barn.” ’ ”

31He set another parable before
them, saying, “The Kingdom
of Heaven is like a grain of
mustard seed which a man
took, and sowed in his field,
32which indeed is smaller than
all seeds. But when it is grown,
it is greater than the herbs and
becomesa tree, so that thebirds
of the air come and lodge in its
branches.”

33 He spoke another parable to
them. “The Kingdom of Heaven
is likeyeastwhichawomantook

and hid in three measures† of
meal, until it was all leavened.”

34 Jesus spoke all these things
in parables to the multitudes; and
without a parable, he didn’t speak
to them, 35 that it might be ful-
filled which was spoken through
the prophet, saying,
“I will openmymouth in parables;

I will utter things hidden
from the foundation of the
world.”✡

36Then Jesus sent themultitudes
away, and went into the house.
His disciples came to him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the
darnel weeds of the field.”

37 He answered them, “He who
sows the good seed is the Son of
Man, 38 the field is the world,
the good seeds are the children
of the Kingdom, and the dar-
nel weeds are the children of
the evil one. 39 The enemy
who sowed them is the devil.
The harvest is the end of the
age, and the reapers are an-
gels. 40 As therefore the dar-
nel weeds are gathered up and
burned with fire; so will it be at
the end of this age. 41 The Son
of Man will send out his angels,
and they will gather out of his
Kingdom all things that cause
stumbling and those who do in-
iquity, 42 and will cast them
into the furnace of fire. There
will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 43Then therighteouswill
shine like the sun in the King-
domof their Father. Hewho has
ears to hear, let him hear.

44 “Again, the Kingdom of
Heaven is like treasure hidden
in the field, which a man found
and hid. In his joy, he goes and
sells all that he has and buys
that field.

* 13:25 darnel is a weed grass (probably bearded darnel or lolium temulentum) that looks
verymuch like wheat until it is mature, when the difference becomes very apparent. † 13:33
literally, three sata. Three sata is about 39 liters or a bit more than a bushel ✡ 13:35 Psalm
78:2
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45 “Again, the Kingdom of
Heaven is like a man who is a
merchant seeking fine pearls,
46 who having found one pearl
of great price, he went and sold
all that he had and bought it.

47 “Again, the Kingdom of
Heaven is like a dragnet that
was cast into the sea and
gathered some fish of every
kind, 48 which, when it was
filled, fishermen drew up on
the beach. They sat down
and gathered the good into
containers, but the bad they
threw away. 49 So it will be
in the end of the world.‡ The
angels will come and separate
the wicked from among the
righteous, 50 and will cast them
into the furnace of fire. There
will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.” 51 Jesus said to them,
“Have you understood all these
things?”
They answered him, “Yes, Lord.”
52 He said to them, “Therefore

every scribewhohasbeenmade
a disciple in the Kingdom of
Heaven is like a man who is
a householder, who brings out
of his treasure new and old
things.”

53When Jesus had finished these
parables, he departed from there.
54 Coming into his own country,
he taught them in their synagogue,
so that they were astonished and
said, “Where did this man get this
wisdom and these mighty works?
55 Isn’t this the carpenter’s son?
Isn’t his mother called Mary, and
his brothers James, Joses, Simon,
and Judas?§ 56 Aren’t all of his
sisters with us? Where then did
this man get all of these things?”
57 They were offended by him.
But Jesus said to them, “A

prophet is not without honor,
except in his own country and

in his own house.” 58He didn’t do
manymighty works there because
of their unbelief.

14
1At that time, Herod the tetrarch

heard the report concerning Jesus,
2 and said to his servants, “This
is John the Baptizer. He is risen
from the dead. That is why these
powers work in him.” 3 For Herod
had arrested John, boundhim, and
put him in prison for the sake of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife.
4For John said tohim, “It is not law-
ful for you to have her.” 5 When
he would have put him to death,
he feared the multitude, because
they counted him as a prophet.
6But whenHerod’s birthday came,
the daughter of Herodias danced
among them and pleased Herod.
7 Therefore he promised with an
oath to give her whatever she
should ask. 8 She, being prompted
by her mother, said, “Give me here
on a platter the head of John the
Baptizer.”

9 The king was grieved, but for
the sake of his oaths and of those
who sat at the table with him, he
commanded it to be given, 10 and
he sent and beheaded John in the
prison. 11 His head was brought
on a platter and given to the young
lady; and she brought it to her
mother. 12His disciples came, took
the body, and buried it. Then they
went and told Jesus. 13Now when
Jesusheard this, hewithdrew from
there in a boat to a deserted place
apart. When the multitudes heard
it, they followed him on foot from
the cities.

14 Jesus went out, and he saw a
great multitude. He had compas-
sion on themand healed their sick.
15Whenevening had come, his dis-
ciples came to him, saying, “This
place is deserted, and the hour is

‡ 13:49 or, end of the age. § 13:55 or, Judah
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already late. Send the multitudes
away, that theymay go into the vil-
lages, and buy themselves food.”

16 But Jesus said to them, “They
don’t need to go away. You give
them something to eat.”

17 They told him, “We only have
here five loaves and two fish.”

18He said, “Bring them here to
me.” 19He commanded the multi-
tudes to sit down on the grass; and
he took the five loaves and the two
fish, and looking up to heaven, he
blessed, broke and gave the loaves
to the disciples; and the disciples
gave to the multitudes. 20 They all
ate and were filled. They took up
twelve baskets full of that which
remained left over from the bro-
ken pieces. 21 Those who ate were
about five thousand men, in addi-
tion to women and children.

22 Immediately Jesus made the
disciples get into the boat and go
ahead of him to the other side,
while he sent themultitudes away.
23After he had sent the multitudes
away, he went up into the moun-
tain by himself to pray. When
evening had come, he was there
alone. 24 But the boat was now in
the middle of the sea, distressed
by the waves, for the wind was
contrary. 25 In the fourth watch
of the night,* Jesus came to them,
walking on the sea.✡ 26When the
disciples saw him walking on the
sea, they were troubled, saying,
“It’s a ghost!” and they cried out
for fear. 27 But immediately Jesus
spoke to them, saying, “Cheer up!
It is I! †Don’t be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him and said,
“Lord, if it is you, command me to
come to you on the waters.”

29He said, “Come!”
Peter stepped down from the

boat and walked on the waters to
come to Jesus. 30But when he saw

that the wind was strong, he was
afraid, and beginning to sink, he
cried out, saying, “Lord, saveme!”

31 Immediately Jesus stretched
out his hand, took hold of him, and
said to him, “You of little faith,
why did you doubt?” 32 When
they got up into the boat, the wind
ceased. 33 Those who were in
the boat came andworshiped him,
saying, “You are truly the Son of
God!”

34 When they had crossed over,
they came to the land of Gen-
nesaret. 35When the people of that
place recognized him, they sent
into all that surrounding region
and brought to him all who were
sick; 36 and they begged him that
theymight just touch the fringe‡ of
his garment. Asmany as touched it
weremade whole.

15
1 Then Pharisees and scribes

came to Jesus from Jerusalem,
saying, 2 “Why do your disciples
disobey the tradition of the elders?
For they don’t wash their hands
when they eat bread.”

3 He answered them, “Why do
you also disobey the command-
mentofGodbecauseofyourtra-
dition? 4 For God commanded,
‘Honor your father and your
mother,’✡ and, ‘He who speaks
evil of father ormother, let him
be put to death.’✡ 5 But you
say, ‘Whoever may tell his fa-
ther or his mother, “Whatever
help you might otherwise have
gotten fromme is a gift devoted
to God,” 6 he shall not honor
his father or mother.’ You have
made the commandment ofGod
void because of your tradition.
7 You hypocrites! Well did Isa-
iah prophesy of you, saying,

* 14:25 The night was equally divided into four watches, so the fourth watch is approximately
3:00 a.m. to sunrise. ✡ 14:25 See Job 9:8 † 14:27 or, I AM! ‡ 14:36 or, tassel ✡ 15:4
Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 ✡ 15:4 Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9
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8 ‘These people draw near tome
with theirmouth,

and honor me with their
lips;

but their heart is far from
me.

9And they worshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrine rules
made bymen.’ ”✡

10 He summoned the multitude,
and said to them, “Hear, and un-
derstand. 11 That which en-
ters into the mouth doesn’t de-
file theman; but thatwhichpro-
ceeds out of the mouth, this de-
files theman.”

12 Then the disciples came and
said to him, “Do you know that
the Pharisees were offendedwhen
they heard this saying?”

13 But he answered, “Every
plantwhichmyheavenlyFather
didn’t plant will be uprooted.
14 Leave them alone. They are
blind guides of the blind. If the
blind guide the blind, both will
fall into a pit.”

15 Peter answered him, “Explain
the parable to us.”

16 So Jesus said, “Do you also
still not understand? 17 Don’t
you understand that whatever
goes into the mouth passes
into the belly and then out of
the body? 18 But the things
which proceed out of themouth
come out of the heart, and they
defile the man. 19 For out of
the heart come evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, sexual
sins, thefts, false testimony, and
blasphemies. 20 These are the
things which defile the man;
but to eat with unwashed hands
doesn’t defile theman.”

21 Jesus went out from there and
withdrew into the region of Tyre
and Sidon. 22 Behold, a Canaan-
ite woman came out from those
borders and cried, saying, “Have
mercy on me, Lord, you son of

David! My daughter is severely
possessed by a demon!”

23 But he answered her not a
word.
His disciples came and begged

him, saying, “Send her away; for
she cries after us.”

24 But he answered, “I wasn’t
sent toanyonebut the lost sheep
of the house of Israel.”

25 But she came and worshiped
him, saying, “Lord, help me.”

26But he answered, “It is not ap-
propriate to take the children’s
bread and throw it to the dogs.”

27 But she said, “Yes, Lord, but
even the dogs eat the crumbs
which fall from their masters’
table.”

28 Then Jesus answered her,
“Woman, great is your faith!
Be it done to you even as you
desire.” And her daughter was
healed from that hour.

29 Jesus departed from there and
camenear to the seaofGalilee; and
he went up on the mountain and
sat there. 30Greatmultitudes came
to him, havingwith them the lame,
blind, mute, maimed, and many
others, and they put them down
at his feet. He healed them, 31 so
that themultitudewonderedwhen
they saw the mute speaking, the
injured healed, the lame walking,
and theblindseeing—and theyglo-
rified the God of Israel.

32 Jesus summoned his disciples
and said, “I have compassion
on the multitude, because they
have continued with me now
three days and have nothing to
eat. I don’t want to send them
away fasting, or they might
faint on the way.”

33 The disciples said to him,
“Where could we get so many
loaves in a deserted place as to
satisfy so great a multitude?”

34 Jesus said to them, “How
many loaves do you have?”

✡ 15:9 Isaiah 29:13
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They said, “Seven, and a few
small fish.”

35He commanded the multitude
to sit down on the ground; 36 and
he took the seven loaves and the
fish. He gave thanks and broke
them, and gave to the disciples,
and the disciples to themultitudes.
37Theyall ate andwerefilled. They
took up seven baskets full of the
broken pieces that were left over.
38 Those who ate were four thou-
sand men, in addition to women
and children. 39Then he sent away
the multitudes, got into the boat,
and came into the borders of Mag-
dala.

16
1 The Pharisees and Sadducees

came, and testing him, asked him
to show them a sign from heaven.
2 But he answered them, “When
it is evening, you say, ‘It will
be fair weather, for the sky is
red.’ 3 In the morning, ‘It
will be foul weather today, for
the sky is red and threatening.’
Hypocrites! You know how to
discern the appearance of the
sky, but you can’t discern the
signs of the times! 4An evil and
adulterous generation seeks af-
ter a sign, and there will be no
sign given to it, except the sign
of the prophet Jonah.”
He left them and departed. 5The

disciples came to the other side
and had forgotten to take bread.
6 Jesus said to them, “Take heed
and beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.”

7 They reasoned among them-
selves, saying, “We brought no
bread.”

8 Jesus, perceiving it, said,
“Why do you reason among
yourselves, you of little faith,
because you have brought no
bread? 9Don’t you yet perceive

or remember the five loaves
for the five thousand, and how
many baskets you took up,
10 or the seven loaves for the
four thousand, and how many
baskets you took up? 11How is
it that you don’t perceive that I
didn’t speak to you concerning
bread? But beware of the
yeast of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.”

12 Then they understood that he
didn’t tell them to beware of the
yeast of bread, but of the teaching
of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

13 Now when Jesus came into
the parts of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, saying, “Who
do men say that I, the Son of
Man, am?”

14 They said, “Some say John the
Baptizer, some, Elijah, and others,
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

15He said to them, “But who do
you say that I am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, “You
are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.”

17 Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon Bar Jonah, for
fleshandbloodhasnotrevealed
this to you, butmyFatherwho is
in heaven. 18 I also tell you that
you are Peter,* and on this rock
† I will build my assembly, and
the gates of Hades‡will not pre-
vail against it. 19 I will give to
you the keys of the Kingdom of
Heaven, and whatever you bind
on earth will have been bound
inheaven; andwhatever you re-
lease on earth will have been
released in heaven.” 20 Then he
commanded the disciples that they
should tell noone that hewas Jesus
the Christ.

21 From that time, Jesus began
to show his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things from the elders, chief

* 16:18 Peter’s name, Petros in Greek, is theword for a specific rock or stone. † 16:18 Greek,
petra, a rockmass or bedrock. ‡ 16:18 or, Hell
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priests, and scribes, and be killed,
and the third day be raised up.

22 Peter took him aside and be-
gan to rebuke him, saying, “Far be
it from you, Lord! This will never
be done to you.”

23 But he turned and said to Pe-
ter, “Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling block tome, for
you are not setting your mind
on the things of God, but on the
things ofmen.”

24 Then Jesus said to his disci-
ples, “If anyone desires to come
after me, let him deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow
me. 25 For whoever desires
to save his life will lose it, and
whoever will lose his life for
my sake will find it. 26 For
what will it profit a man if he
gains the whole world and for-
feits his life? Or what will a
man give in exchange for his
life? 27 For the Son of Man will
come in the glory of his Father
with his angels, and then hewill
rendertoeveryoneaccordingto
his deeds. 28 Most certainly I
tell you, there are some stand-
ingherewhowill innoway taste
ofdeathuntil they see theSonof
Man coming in his Kingdom.”

17
1 After six days, Jesus took with

him Peter, James, and John his
brother, and brought them up into
a high mountain by themselves.
2 He was changed* before them.
His face shone like the sun, and
his garments became as white as
the light. 3 Behold, Moses and Eli-
jah appeared to them talking with
him.

4 Peter answered and said to Je-
sus, “Lord, it is good for us to be
here. If you want, let’s make three
tents here: one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.”

5While he was still speaking, be-
hold, a bright cloud overshadowed
them. Behold, a voice came out
of the cloud, saying, “This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. Listen to him.”

6 When the disciples heard it,
they fell on their faces, and were
very afraid. 7 Jesus came and
touched them and said, “Get up,
anddon’t be afraid.” 8Lifting up
their eyes, they saw no one, except
Jesus alone.

9 As they were coming down
from the mountain, Jesus com-
manded them, saying, “Don’t tell
anyone what you saw, until the
Son of Man has risen from the
dead.”

10 His disciples asked him, say-
ing, “Then why do the scribes say
that Elijahmust come first?”

11 Jesus answered them, “Elijah
indeed comes first, and will re-
store all things; 12but I tell you
that Elijah has come already,
and they didn’t recognize him,
but did to him whatever they
wanted to. Even so the Son of
Man will also suffer by them.”
13 Then the disciples understood
that he spoke to them of John the
Baptizer.

14When they came to the multi-
tude, a man came to him, kneeling
down to him and saying, 15 “Lord,
have mercy on my son, for he is
epileptic and suffers grievously;
for he often falls into the fire, and
often into thewater. 16So I brought
him to your disciples, and they
could not cure him.”

17 Jesus answered, “Faithless
and perverse generation! How
long will I be with you? How
long will I bear with you? Bring
himhere tome.” 18 Jesus rebuked
the demon, and it went out of him,
and the boy was cured from that
hour.

* 17:2 or, transfigured
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19 Then the disciples came to
Jesus privately, and said, “Why
weren’t we able to cast it out?”

20He said to them, “Because of
your unbelief. For most cer-
tainly I tell you, if youhave faith
as a grain of mustard seed, you
will tell this mountain, ‘Move
from here to there,’ and it will
move; and nothing will be im-
possible for you. 21 But this
kind doesn’t go out except by
prayer and fasting.” †

22 While they were staying in
Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The
Son of Man is about to be deliv-
ered up into the hands of men,
23and they will kill him, and the
third day he will be raised up.”
They were exceedingly sorry.
24 When they had come to Ca-

pernaum, those who collected the
didrachma coins‡ came to Peter,
and said, “Doesn’t your teacher
pay the didrachma?” 25 He said,
“Yes.”
When he came into the house,

Jesus anticipated him, saying,
“What do you think, Simon?
From whom do the kings of the
earth receive toll or tribute?
From their children, or from
strangers?”

26 Peter said to him, “From
strangers.”
Jesus said to him, “Therefore

the childrenareexempt. 27But,
lest we cause them to stumble,
go to the sea, cast a hook, and
take up the first fish that comes
up. When you have opened its
mouth, you will find a stater
coin.§ Take that, and give it to
them forme and you.”

18
1 In that hour the disciples came

to Jesus, saying, “Who then isgreat-
est in the Kingdom of Heaven?”

2 Jesus called a little child to him-
self, and set him in the middle of
them 3 and said, “Most certainly
I tell you, unless you turn and
become as little children, you
will in no way enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven. 4Whoever
therefore humbles himself as
this little child is the greatest
in the Kingdom of Heaven.
5 Whoever receives one such
little child in my name receives
me, 6 but whoever causes one
of these little ones who believe
in me to stumble, it would
be better for him if a huge
millstonewere hung around his
neck and that he were sunk in
the depths of the sea.

7 “Woe to the world because
of occasions of stumbling! For
it must be that the occasions
come, but woe to that person
through whom the occasion
comes! 8 If your hand or your
foot causes you to stumble, cut
it off and cast it from you. It
is better for you to enter into
life maimed or crippled, rather
than having two hands or two
feet to be cast into the eternal
fire. 9 If your eye causes you to
stumble, pluck it out and cast
it from you. It is better for you
to enter into life with one eye,
rather than having two eyes
to be cast into the Gehenna*
of fire. 10 See that you don’t
despise one of these little ones,
for I tell youthat inheaventheir
angels always see the face ofmy

† 17:21 NU omits verse 21. ‡ 17:24 A didrachma is a Greek silver coin worth 2 drachmas,
about as much as 2 Roman denarii, or about 2 days’ wages. It was commonly used to pay the
half-shekel temple tax, because 2 drachmas were worth one half shekel of silver. A shekel is
about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces. § 17:27 A stater is a silver coin equivalent to four Attic
or two Alexandrian drachmas, or a Jewish shekel: just exactly enough to cover the half-shekel
temple tax for two people. A shekel is about 10 grams or about 0.35 ounces, usually in the form
of a silver coin. * 18:9 or, Hell † 18:11 NU omits verse 11.
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Father who is in heaven. 11 For
theSonofMancametosave that
which was lost.†

12 “What do you think? If a
man has one hundred sheep,
and one of them goes astray,
doesn’t he leave the ninety-
nine, go to the mountains,
and seek that which has gone
astray? 13 If he finds it, most
certainly I tell you, he rejoices
over it more than over the
ninety-nine which have not
gone astray. 14 Even so it is not
the will of your Father who is in
heaven that one of these little
ones should perish.

15“If yourbrother sinsagainst
you, go, show him his fault be-
tween you and him alone. If he
listens to you, you have gained
back your brother. 16 But
if he doesn’t listen, take one
or two more with you, that at
the mouth of two or three wit-
nesses every word may be es-
tablished.✡ 17 If he refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the as-
sembly. If he refuses to hear
the assembly also, let him be to
you as a Gentile or a tax col-
lector. 18 Most certainly I
tell you, whatever things you
bind on earth will have been
bound in heaven, and whatever
things you release on earth will
have been released in heaven.
19 Again, assuredly I tell you,
that if two of you will agree on
earth concerning anything that
they will ask, it will be done
for them by my Father who is
in heaven. 20 For where two
or three are gathered together
in my name, there I am in the
middle of them.”

21 Then Peter came and said to
him, “Lord, how often shall my

brother sin against me, and I for-
give him? Until seven times?”

22 Jesus said to him, “I don’t
tell you until seven times,
but, until seventy times seven.
23 Therefore the Kingdom of
Heaven is like a certain king
who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants. 24When he
had begun to settle, one was
brought to him who owed him
ten thousand talents.‡ 25 But
because he couldn’t pay, his
lord commandedhimtobe sold,
with his wife, his children, and
all that he had, and payment
to be made. 26 The servant
therefore fell down and knelt
before him, saying, ‘Lord, have
patience with me, and I will
repay you all!’ 27 The lord of
that servant, being moved with
compassion, released him and
forgave him the debt.

28 “But that servant went out
and found one of his fellow ser-
vants who owed him one hun-
dred denarii,§ and he grabbed
him and took him by the throat,
saying, ‘Paymewhat you owe!’

29 “So his fellow servant fell
down at his feet and begged
him, saying, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will repay you!’
30 He would not, but went and
cast him into prison until he
should pay back that which was
due. 31 So when his fellow
servants saw what was done,
they were exceedingly sorry,
and came and told their lord all
that was done. 32Then his lord
called him in and said to him,
‘You wicked servant! I forgave
you all that debt because you
begged me. 33 Shouldn’t you
also have had mercy on your
fellow servant, even as I had

✡ 18:16 Deuteronomy 19:15 ‡ 18:24 Ten thousand talents (about 300 metric tons of silver)
represents an extremely large sum ofmoney, equivalent to about 60,000,000 denarii, where one
denariuswas typical of one day’s wages for agricultural labor. § 18:28 100 denarii was about
one sixtieth of a talent, or about 500 grams (1.1 pounds) of silver.
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mercy on you?’ 34His lord was
angry, and delivered him to the
tormentors until he should pay
all that was due to him. 35 So
my heavenly Father will also do
to you, if you don’t each forgive
your brother from your hearts
for hismisdeeds.”

19
1When Jesus had finished these

words, he departed from Galilee
and came into the borders of Judea
beyond the Jordan. 2 Great multi-
tudes followed him, and he healed
them there.

3 Pharisees came to him, testing
him and saying, “Is it lawful for
a man to divorce his wife for any
reason?”

4 He answered, “Haven’t you
read that he who made them
from the beginning made them
male and female,✡ 5 and said,
‘For this cause aman shall leave
his father andmother, and shall
be joined to his wife; and the
two shall become one flesh?’✡
6 So that they are no more two,
but one flesh. What therefore
God has joined together, don’t
let man tear apart.”

7They asked him, “Why then did
Moses command us to give her a
certificate of divorce and divorce
her?”

8 He said to them, “Moses,
because of the hardness of
your hearts, allowed you to
divorce your wives, but from
the beginning it has not been
so. 9 I tell you that whoever
divorces his wife, except for
sexual immorality, andmarries
another, commits adultery; and
he whomarries her when she is
divorced commits adultery.”

10 His disciples said to him, “If
this is the case of the man with his
wife, it is not expedient to marry.”

11 But he said to them, “Not all
men can receive this saying,
but those to whom it is given.
12 For there are eunuchs who
were born that way from their
mother’s womb, and there
are eunuchs who were made
eunuchs by men; and there are
eunuchs who made themselves
eunuchs for the Kingdom of
Heaven’s sake. He who is able
to receive it, let him receive it.”

13 Then little children were
brought to him that he should
lay his hands on them and pray;
and the disciples rebuked them.
14But Jesus said, “Allow the little
children, and don’t forbid them
to come to me; for the Kingdom
of Heaven belongs to ones like
these.” 15 He laid his hands on
them, and departed from there.

16 Behold, one came to him and
said, “Good teacher, what good
thing shall I do, that I may have
eternal life?”

17He said to him, “Why do you
call me good?* No one is good
but one, that is, God. But if you
want to enter into life, keep the
commandments.”

18He said to him, “Which ones?”
Jesus said, “ ‘Youshallnotmur-

der.’ ‘You shall not commit
adultery.’ ‘You shall not steal.’
‘You shall not offer false testi-
mony.’ 19 ‘Honor your fa-
ther and your mother.’✡ And,
‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ ”✡

20 The young man said to him,
“All these things I have observed
from my youth. What do I still
lack?”

21 Jesus said to him, “If you
want to be perfect, go, sell what
you have, and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in
heaven; and come, follow me.”
22 But when the young man heard

✡ 19:4 Genesis 1:27 ✡ 19:5 Genesis 2:24 * 19:17 SoMT and TR. NU reads “Why do you ask
me aboutwhat is good?” ✡ 19:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20 ✡ 19:19 Leviticus
19:18
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this, he went away sad, for he was
one who had great possessions.

23 Jesus said to his disciples,
“Most certainly I say to you,
a rich man will enter into
the Kingdom of Heaven with
difficulty. 24 Again I tell you,
it is easier for a camel to go
through a needle’s eye than for
a rich man to enter into God’s
Kingdom.”

25 When the disciples heard it,
they were exceedingly astonished,
saying, “Who then can be saved?”

26 Looking at them, Jesus said,
“With men this is impossible,
but with God all things are pos-
sible.”

27 Then Peter answered, “Be-
hold, we have left everything and
followed you. What then will we
have?”

28 Jesus said to them, “Most
certainly I tell you that you
who have followed me, in the
regeneration when the Son of
Man will sit on the throne of his
glory, you also will sit on twelve
thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Israel. 29 Everyone
who has left houses, or broth-
ers, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or wife, or children, or
lands, for my name’s sake, will
receive one hundred times, and
will inherit eternal life. 30 But
many will be last who are first,
and first who are last.

20
1 “For the Kingdom of Heaven

is likeamanwhowasthemaster
of a household, who went out
early in the morning to hire la-
borers for his vineyard. 2When
he had agreedwith the laborers
for a denarius* a day, he sent
them into his vineyard. 3 He
went out about the third hour,†

and saw others standing idle in
the marketplace. 4 He said
to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard, and whatever is right
I will give you.’ So they went
their way. 5Again he went out
about the sixth and the ninth
hour,‡ anddid likewise. 6About
the eleventh hour§ he went out
and found others standing idle.
He said to them, ‘Why do you
stand here all day idle?’

7 “They said to him, ‘Because
no one has hired us.’
“He said to them, ‘You also go

into the vineyard, and you will
receive whatever is right.’

8 “When evening had come,
the lord of the vineyard said to
his manager, ‘Call the laborers
and pay them their wages,
beginning from the last to the
first.’ 9 “When those who were
hired at about the eleventh
hour came, they each received
a denarius. 10 When the first
came, they supposed that they
would receive more; and they
likewise each received a denar-
ius. 11 When they received
it, they murmured against
the master of the household,
12 saying, ‘These last have spent
one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have
borne theburdenof theday and
the scorching heat!’

13 “But he answered one of
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you
nowrong. Didn’t you agreewith
me for a denarius? 14Take that
which is yours, and go yourway.
It ismy desire to give to this last
just asmuch as to you. 15 Isn’t it
lawful for me to do what I want
to with what I own? Or is your
eye evil, because I am good?’
16Sothe lastwillbefirst, andthe

* 20:2 A denarius is a silver Roman coin worth 1/25th of a Roman aureus. This was a common
wage for a day of farm labor. † 20:3 Time was measured from sunrise to sunset, so the third
hour would be about 9:00 a.m. ‡ 20:5 noon and 3:00 p.m. § 20:6 5:00 p.m.
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first last. For many are called,
but few are chosen.”

17 As Jesus was going up to
Jerusalem, he took the twelve
disciples aside, and on the way he
said to them, 18 “Behold, we are
going up to Jerusalem, and the
Son of Man will be delivered to
the chief priests and scribes,
and they will condemn him to
death, 19 and will hand him
over to the Gentiles to mock, to
scourge, and to crucify; and the
third day he will be raised up.”

20 Then the mother of the sons
of Zebedee came to him with her
sons, kneeling and asking a certain
thing of him. 21 He said to her,
“What do youwant?”
She said to him, “Command that

these, my two sons, may sit, one on
your right hand and one on your
left hand, in your Kingdom.”

22 But Jesus answered, “You
don’t knowwhat youareasking.
Are you able to drink the cup
that I am about to drink, and be
baptized with the baptism that
I am baptized with?”
They said to him, “We are able.”
23He said to them, “You will in-

deed drink my cup, and be bap-
tizedwith the baptism that I am
baptized with; but to sit on my
right hand and on my left hand
is not mine to give, but it is for
whom it has been prepared by
my Father.”

24 When the ten heard it, they
were indignantwith the twobroth-
ers.

25 But Jesus summoned them,
and said, “You know that the
rulers of the nations lord it
over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them.
26 It shall not be so among you;
but whoever desires to become
great among you shall be* your
servant. 27Whoever desires to

befirst among you shall be your
bondservant, 28even as the Son
of Man came not to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom formany.”

29As theywent out from Jericho,
a great multitude followed him.
30 Behold, two blind men sitting
by the road, when they heard that
Jesus was passing by, cried out,
“Lord, have mercy on us, you son
of David!” 31 The multitude re-
buked them, telling them that they
should be quiet, but they cried out
even more, “Lord, have mercy on
us, you son of David!”

32 Jesus stood still and called
them, and asked, “What do you
wantme to do for you?”

33 They told him, “Lord, that our
eyes may be opened.”

34 Jesus, being moved with com-
passion, touched their eyes; and
immediately their eyes received
their sight, and they followed him.

21
1 When they came near to

Jerusalem and came to Beth-
sphage,* to the Mount of Olives,
then Jesus sent two disciples,
2 saying to them, “Go into the
village that is opposite you,
and immediately you will find
a donkey tied, and a colt with
her. Untie them and bring them
tome. 3 If anyone says anything
to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord
needs them,’ and immediately
he will send them.”

4 All this was done that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken
through the prophet, saying,
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,

behold, your King comes to
you,

humble, and riding on a don-
key,

* 20:26 TR reads “let himbe” instead of “shall be” * 21:1 TR&NU read “Bethphage” instead
of “Bethsphage” ✡ 21:5 Zechariah 9:9
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on a colt, the foal of a don-
key.”✡

6 The disciples went and did just
as Jesus commanded them, 7 and
brought the donkey and the colt
and laid their clothes on them; and
he sat on them. 8A very great mul-
titude spread their clothes on the
road. Others cut branches from
the trees and spread them on the
road. 9 The multitudes who went
in front of him, and those who fol-
lowed, kept shouting, “Hosanna†
to the son of David! Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” ✡

10 When he had come into
Jerusalem, all the city was stirred
up, saying, “Who is this?”

11 The multitudes said, “This is
the prophet, Jesus, from Nazareth
of Galilee.”

12 Jesus entered into the tem-
ple of God and drove out all of
those who sold and bought in the
temple, and overthrew the money
changers’ tables and the seats of
those who sold the doves. 13 He
said to them, “It is written, ‘My
house shall be called a house of
prayer,’✡ but you havemade it a
den of robbers!”✡

14 The lame and the blind came
tohim in the temple, andhehealed
them. 15But when the chief priests
and the scribes saw the wonderful
things that he did, and the children
who were crying in the temple
and saying, “Hosanna to the son
of David!” they were indignant,
16 and said to him, “Do you hear
what these are saying?”
Jesus said to them, “Yes. Did

you never read, ‘Out of the
mouth of children and nursing
babies, you have perfected
praise?’ ”✡

17 He left them and went out of
the city to Bethany, and camped
there.

18Now in the morning, as he re-
turned to the city, he was hungry.
19 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he
came to it and found nothing on it
but leaves. He said to it, “Let there
be no fruit from you forever!”
Immediately the fig tree with-

ered away.
20When the disciples saw it, they

marveled, saying, “How did the fig
tree immediately wither away?”

21 Jesus answered them, “Most
certainly I tell you, if you have
faith and don’t doubt, you will
notonlydowhatwasdone to the
fig tree, but even if you told this
mountain, ‘Be takenup and cast
into the sea,’ it would be done.
22 All things, whatever you ask
in prayer, believing, you will re-
ceive.”

23 When he had come into the
temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came to him
as he was teaching, and said, “By
what authority do you do these
things? Who gave you this author-
ity?”

24 Jesus answered them, “I also
will askyouonequestion,which
if you tell me, I likewise will
tell you by what authority I do
these things. 25 The baptism of
John, where was it from? From
heaven or frommen?”
They reasoned with themselves,

saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will ask us, ‘Why then did you
not believe him?’ 26 But if we say,
‘Frommen,’ we fear themultitude,
for all hold John as a prophet.”
27 They answered Jesus, and said,
“We don’t know.”
He also said to them, “Neither

will I tell you by what authority
I do these things. 28 But what
do you think? A man had two
sons, and he came to the first,
and said, ‘Son, go work today

† 21:9 “Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we pray”. ✡ 21:9 Psalm 118:26 ✡ 21:13
Isaiah 56:7 ✡ 21:13 Jeremiah 7:11 ✡ 21:16 Psalm 8:2
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in my vineyard.’ 29 He an-
swered, ‘I will not,’ but after-
ward he changed his mind, and
went. 30He came to the second,
and said the same thing. He an-
swered, ‘I’m going, sir,’ but he
didn’t go. 31Which of the two
did the will of his father?”
They said to him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Most cer-

tainly I tell you that the tax col-
lectors and the prostitutes are
entering intoGod’sKingdombe-
fore you. 32 For John came to
you in theway of righteousness,
and you didn’t believe him; but
the tax collectors and the pros-
titutes believed him. When you
sawit, youdidn’tevenrepentaf-
terward, that youmight believe
him.

33 “Hear another parable.
There was a man who was a
master of a household who
planted a vineyard, set a hedge
about it, dug a wine press in it,
built a tower, leased it out to
farmers, and went into another
country. 34 When the season
for the fruit came near, he sent
his servants to the farmers
to receive his fruit. 35 The
farmers took his servants, beat
one, killed another, and stoned
another. 36Again, he sent other
servants more than the first;
and they treated them the same
way. 37 But afterward he sent
to them his son, saying, ‘They
will respect my son.’ 38But the
farmers,when they saw the son,
said among themselves, ‘This is
the heir. Come, let’s kill him
and seize his inheritance.’ 39So
they took him and threw him
out of the vineyard, then killed
him. 40Whentherefore the lord
of thevineyardcomes,whatwill
he do to those farmers?”

41 They told him, “He will miser-
ably destroy those miserable men,

and will lease out the vineyard to
other farmers who will give him
the fruit in its season.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Did you
never read in the Scriptures,
‘The stone which the builders

rejected
was made the head of the
corner.

This was from the Lord.
It is marvelous in our
eyes’?✡

43 “Therefore I tell you, God’s
Kingdom will be taken away
from you and will be given to
a nation producing its fruit.
44 He who falls on this stone
will be broken to pieces, but
on whomever it will fall, it will
scatter him as dust.”

45 When the chief priests and
the Pharisees heard his parables,
they perceived that he spoke about
them. 46When they sought to seize
him, they feared the multitudes,
because they considered him to be
a prophet.

22
1 Jesus answered and spoke to

them again in parables, saying,
2“TheKingdomofHeaven is like
a certain king, whomade awed-
ding feast for his son, 3and sent
out his servants to call those
who were invited to the wed-
ding feast, but they would not
come. 4Again he sent out other
servants, saying, ‘Tell thosewho
are invited, “Behold, I have pre-
pared my dinner. My cattle
and my fatlings are killed, and
all things are ready. Come to
the wedding feast!” ’ 5 But they
made light of it, and went their
ways, one to his own farm, an-
other to his merchandise; 6and
the rest grabbed his servants,
treated them shamefully, and
killed them. 7 When the king
heard that, he was angry, and

✡ 21:42 Psalm 118:22-23
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senthisarmies, destroyedthose
murderers, and burned their
city.

8“Thenhesaid tohis servants,
‘Thewedding is ready, but those
who were invited weren’t wor-
thy. 9 Go therefore to the in-
tersectionsof thehighways, and
as many as you may find, invite
to the wedding feast.’ 10 Those
servants went out into the high-
ways and gathered together as
many as they found, both bad
and good. The wedding was
filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in
to see the guests, he saw there
a man who didn’t have on wed-
ding clothing, 12 and he said to
him, ‘Friend, how did you come
in here not wearing wedding
clothing?’ He was speechless.
13 Then the king said to the ser-
vants, ‘Bind him hand and foot,
take him away, and throw him
into the outer darkness. That is
where theweepingandgrinding
of teethwillbe.’ 14Formanyare
called, but few chosen.”

15 Then the Pharisees went and
took counsel how they might en-
trap him in his talk. 16 They sent
their disciples to him, along with
the Herodians, saying, “Teacher,
we know that you are honest, and
teach the way of God in truth, no
matter whom you teach; for you
aren’t partial to anyone. 17 Tell us
therefore, what do you think? Is
it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or
not?”

18 But Jesus perceived their
wickedness, and said, “Why do
you test me, you hypocrites?
19Showme the taxmoney.”
They brought to him a denarius.
20 He asked them, “Whose is

this image and inscription?”
21They said to him, “Caesar’s.”

Then he said to them, “Give
therefore to Caesar the things
thatareCaesar’s, andtoGodthe
things that are God’s.”

22When they heard it, they mar-
veled, and left him andwent away.

23 On that day Sadducees (those
who say that there is no resurrec-
tion) came to him. They askedhim,
24 saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If
aman dies, having no children, his
brother shall marry his wife and
raise up offspring* for his brother.’
25 Now there were with us seven
brothers. The first married and
died, and having no offspring left
his wife to his brother. 26 In the
same way, the second also, and
the third, to the seventh. 27 After
them all, the woman died. 28 In
the resurrection therefore, whose
wife will she be of the seven? For
they all had her.”

29 But Jesus answered them,
“You aremistaken, not knowing
the Scriptures, nor the power of
God. 30 For in the resurrection
they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like
God’s angels in heaven. 31 But
concerning the resurrection of
the dead, haven’t you read that
which was spoken to you by
God, saying, 32 ‘I am the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob?’✡ God is
not the God of the dead, but of
the living.”

33When the multitudes heard it,
they were astonished at his teach-
ing.

34 But the Pharisees, when they
heard that he had silenced the Sad-
ducees, gathered themselves to-
gether. 35 One of them, a lawyer,
asked him a question, testing him.
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the law?”

37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall
love the Lord your God with all

* 22:24 or, seed ✡ 22:32 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 22:37 Deuteronomy 6:5
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your heart, with all your soul,
andwith all yourmind.’✡ 38This
is the first and great command-
ment. 39 A second likewise is
this, ‘You shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself.’✡ 40 The whole
lawand the prophets dependon
these two commandments.”

41Nowwhile the Pharisees were
gathered together, Jesus asked
them a question, 42 saying, “What
do you think of the Christ?
Whose son is he?”
They said to him, “Of David.”
43 He said to them, “How then

does David in the Spirit call him
Lord, saying,
44 ‘The Lord said tomy Lord,

sit onmy right hand,
until I make your enemies a
footstool for your feet’?✡

45 “If then David calls him
Lord, how is he his son?”

46Noonewasable toanswerhim
a word, neither did any man dare
ask him any more questions from
that day forward.

23
1 Then Jesus spoke to the multi-

tudes and to his disciples, 2 saying,
“The scribes and the Pharisees
sit on Moses’ seat. 3 All
things therefore whatever they
tell you to observe, observe and
do, but don’t do theirworks; for
they say, and don’t do. 4 For
they bind heavy burdens that
are grievous to be borne, and
lay them on men’s shoulders;
but they themselves will not lift
afinger to help them. 5But they
do all their works to be seen by
men. They make their phylac-
teries* broad and enlarge the
fringes†of theirgarments, 6and
love theplaceofhonorat feasts,

thebest seats in the synagogues,
7 the salutations in the market-
places, and to be called ‘Rabbi,
Rabbi’‡ by men. 8 But you are
not to be called ‘Rabbi’, for one
is your teacher, the Christ, and
all of youarebrothers. 9Call no
man on the earth your father,
for one is your Father, he who
is in heaven. 10 Neither be
called masters, for one is your
master, the Christ. 11 But he
who is greatest among you will
be your servant. 12 Whoever
exalts himself will be humbled,
and whoever humbles himself
will be exalted.

13 “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
devour widows’ houses, and
as a pretense you make long
prayers. Therefore you will
receive greater condemnation.

14 “But woe to you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! Be-
cause you shut up the King-
dom of Heaven against men;
for you don’t enter in your-
selves, neither do you allow
those who are entering in to en-
ter.§ 15Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
travel aroundby seaand land to
make one proselyte; and when
he becomes one, you make him
twiceasmuchasonofGehenna*
as yourselves.

16 “Woe to you, you blind
guides, who say, ‘Whoever
swears by the temple, it is
nothing; but whoever swears
by the gold of the temple, he
is obligated.’ 17 You blind
fools! For which is greater,
the gold or the temple that
sanctifies the gold? 18 And,

✡ 22:39 Leviticus 19:18 ✡ 22:44 Psalm 110:1 * 23:5 phylacteries (tefillin in Hebrew) are
small leather pouches that some Jewishmenwear on their forehead and arm inprayer. They are
used to carry a small scroll with some Scripture in it. See Deuteronomy 6:8. † 23:5 or, tassels
‡ 23:7 NU omits the second “Rabbi”. § 23:14 Some Greek texts reverse the order of verses
13 and 14, and some omit verse 13, numbering verse 14 as 13. NU omits verse 14. * 23:15 or,
Hell
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‘Whoever swears by the altar, it
is nothing; but whoever swears
by the gift that is on it, he is
obligated?’ 19 You blind fools!
For which is greater, the gift, or
thealtar that sanctifies thegift?
20 He therefore who swears by
the altar, swears by it and by
everything on it. 21 He who
swears by the temple, swears
by it and by him who has been
living† in it. 22He who swears
byheaven, swearsby the throne
ofGod andbyhimwho sits on it.

23 “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
tithemint, dill, and cumin,‡ and
have left undone the weight-
ier matters of the law: jus-
tice, mercy, and faith. But you
ought to have done these, and
not to have left the other un-
done. 24You blind guides, who
strain out a gnat, and swallow a
camel!

25 “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
clean the outside of the cup and
of the platter, but within they
are full of extortionandunrigh-
teousness.§ 26 You blind Phar-
isee, first clean the inside of the
cup and of the platter, that its
outsidemay become clean also.

27 “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
are like whitened tombs, which
outwardly appear beautiful,
but inwardly are full of dead
men’s bones and of all unclean-
ness. 28 Even so you also
outwardly appear righteous to
men, but inwardly you are full
of hypocrisy and iniquity.

29 “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
build the tombs of the prophets

and decorate the tombs of the
righteous, 30 and say, ‘If we had
lived in the days of our fathers,
we wouldn’t have been partak-
erswith themin thebloodof the
prophets.’ 31 Therefore you
testify to yourselves that you
are children of thosewho killed
the prophets. 32 Fill up, then,
the measure of your fathers.
33 You serpents, you offspring
of vipers, how will you escape
the judgment of Gehenna?*
34 Therefore, behold, I send to
you prophets, wise men, and
scribes. Some of them you
will kill and crucify; and some
of them you will scourge in
your synagogues and persecute
from city to city, 35 that on
you may come all the righteous
blood shed on the earth, from
the blood of righteous Abel to
the blood of Zachariah son of
Barachiah, whom you killed
between the sanctuary and the
altar. 36 Most certainly I tell
you, all these things will come
upon this generation.

37“Jerusalem, Jerusalem,who
kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to her! How
often I would have gathered
your children together, even as
a hen gathers her chicks under
her wings, and you would not!
38 Behold, your house is left to
you desolate. 39 For I tell you,
you will not see me from now
on, until you say, ‘Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the
Lord!’ ”✡

24
1 Jesuswent out from the temple,

and was going on his way. His
disciples came to him to show him
the buildings of the temple. 2 But

† 23:21 NU reads “lives” ‡ 23:23 cumin is an aromatic seed from Cuminum cyminum,
resembling caraway in flavor and appearance. It is used as a spice. § 23:25 TR reads
“self-indulgence” instead of “unrighteousness” * 23:33 or, Hell ✡ 23:39 Psalm 118:26
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he answered them, “You see all
of these things, don’t you? Most
certainly I tell you, there will
not be left here one stone on
another, that will not be thrown
down.”

3 As he sat on the Mount of
Olives, the disciples came to him
privately, saying, “Tell us, when
will these things be? What is the
sign of your coming, and of the end
of the age?”

4 Jesus answered them, “Be
careful that no one leads you
astray. 5 For many will come
in my name, saying, ‘I am the
Christ,’ and will lead many
astray. 6 You will hear of wars
and rumors of wars. See that
you aren’t troubled, for all this
must happen, but the end is
not yet. 7 For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; and there
will be famines, plagues, and
earthquakes in various places.
8 But all these things are the
beginning of birth pains.

9 “Then they will deliver you
up to oppression and will kill
you. You will be hated by all
of the nations for my name’s
sake. 10 Then many will stum-
ble, and will deliver up one an-
other, and will hate one an-
other. 11 Many false prophets
will arise and will lead many
astray. 12 Because iniquity
will be multiplied, the love of
many will grow cold. 13 But he
who endures to the end will be
saved. 14This Good News of the
Kingdomwillbepreached in the
whole world for a testimony to
all thenations, and then the end
will come.

15 “When, therefore, you see
the abomination of desolation,✡
which was spoken of through
Daniel the prophet, standing in

the holy place (let the reader
understand), 16 then let those
who are in Judea flee to the
mountains. 17 Let him who is
on the housetop not go down to
take out the things that are in
his house. 18 Let him who is
in the field not return back to
get his clothes. 19 But woe to
those who are with child and to
nursing mothers in those days!
20 Pray that your flight will not
be in the winter nor on a Sab-
bath, 21 for then there will be
great suffering,* such as has not
been from the beginning of the
world until now, no, nor ever
will be. 22Unless thosedayshad
been shortened, no flesh would
have been saved. But for the
sake of the chosen ones, those
days will be shortened.

23 “Then if any man tells you,
‘Behold, here is the Christ!’ or,
‘There!’ don’t believe it. 24 For
false christs and false prophets
will arise, and they will show
greatsignsandwonders, soas to
lead astray, if possible, even the
chosen ones.

25 “Behold, I have told you be-
forehand.

26 “If therefore they tell you,
‘Behold, he is in thewilderness,’
don’t go out; or ‘Behold, he is in
the inner rooms,’ don’t believe
it. 27Foras the lightningflashes
from the east, and is seen even
to thewest, sowill the comingof
the Son of Man be. 28For wher-
ever thecarcass is, that iswhere
the vultures† gather together.

29 “But immediately after the
suffering‡ of those days, the
sun will be darkened, the moon
will not give its light, the stars
will fall from the sky, and the
powers of the heavens will be
shaken;✡ 30 and then the sign
of the Son of Man will appear

✡ 24:15 Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11 * 24:21 or, oppression † 24:28 or, eagles ‡ 24:29 or,
oppression ✡ 24:29 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4
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in the sky. Then all the tribes
of the earth will mourn, and
they will see the Son of Man
coming on the clouds of the
sky with power and great glory.
31 He will send out his angels
with a great soundof a trumpet,
and they will gather together
his chosen ones from the four
winds, from one end of the sky
to the other.

32 “Now from the fig tree
learn this parable: When its
branch has now become tender
and produces its leaves, you
know that the summer is near.
33 Even so you also, when you
see all these things, know that
he is near, even at the doors.
34 Most certainly I tell you,
this generation§ will not pass
away until all these things are
accomplished. 35 Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.

36 “But no one knows of that
day and hour, not even the an-
gels of heaven,* but my Father
only. 37 As the days of Noah
were, so will the coming of the
Son of Man be. 38 For as
in those days which were be-
fore the flood they were eating
anddrinking,marrying and giv-
ing in marriage, until the day
that Noah entered into the ship,
39 and they didn’t know until
the flood came and took them
all away, so will the coming of
the Son of Man be. 40 Then
two men will be in the field:
one will be taken and one will
be left. 41 Two women will
be grinding at the mill: one
will be taken and one will be
left. 42Watch therefore, for you
don’t know in what hour your
Lord comes. 43 But know this,

that if the master of the house
had known in what watch of the
night the thief was coming, he
wouldhavewatched, andwould
nothaveallowedhishouse tobe
broken into. 44 Therefore also
be ready, for in anhour that you
don’texpect, theSonofManwill
come.

45 “Who then is the faithful
andwise servant,whomhis lord
has set over his household, to
give them their food in due sea-
son? 46 Blessed is that servant
whom his lord finds doing so
when he comes. 47 Most cer-
tainly I tell you that he will set
him over all that he has. 48But
if that evil servant should say in
his heart, ‘My lord is delaying
his coming,’ 49 and begins to
beathis fellowservants, andeat
and drink with the drunkards,
50 the lord of that servant will
come in a day when he doesn’t
expect it and in an hour when
he doesn’t know it, 51 and will
cut him in pieces and appoint
his portion with the hypocrites.
That is where the weeping and
grinding of teeth will be.

25
1 “Then the Kingdom of

Heaven will be like ten virgins
who took their lamps and went
out to meet the bridegroom.
2Five of them were foolish, and
five were wise. 3 Those who
were foolish, when they took
their lamps, took no oil with
them, 4 but the wise took oil in
their vessels with their lamps.
5 Now while the bridegroom
delayed, they all slumbered
and slept. 6 But at midnight
there was a cry, ‘Behold! The
bridegroom is coming! Come
out to meet him!’ 7 Then

§ 24:34 Theword for “generation” (genea) can also be translated as “race.” * 24:36 NU adds
“nor the son” * 25:7 The end of thewick of an oil lampneeds to be cut offperiodically to avoid
having it become cloggedwith carbondeposits. Thewickheight is also adjusted so that theflame
burns evenly and gives good light without producing a lot of smoke.
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all those virgins arose, and
trimmed their lamps.* 8 The
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps
are going out.’ 9 But the wise
answered, saying, ‘What if there
isn’t enoughforusandyou? You
go rather to those who sell, and
buy for yourselves.’ 10 While
they went away to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went in with
him to the wedding feast, and
the doorwas shut. 11Afterward
the other virgins also came,
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to
us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Most
certainly I tell you, I don’t know
you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for
you don’t know the day nor the
hour in which the Son of Man is
coming.

14 “For it is like a man go-
ing into another country, who
called his own servants and en-
trusted his goods to them. 15To
one he gave five talents,† to an-
other two, to another one, to
each according to his own abil-
ity. Then he went on his jour-
ney. 16 Immediately he who re-
ceived the five talents went and
tradedwith them, andmade an-
other five talents. 17 In the
same way, he also who got the
two gained another two. 18But
he who received the one talent
went away and dug in the earth
and hid his lord’smoney.

19 “Now after a long time the
lord of those servants came,
and settled accountswith them.
20 He who received the five tal-
ents came and brought another
five talents, saying, ‘Lord, you
delivered tome five talents. Be-
hold, I have gained another five
talents in addition to them.’

21 “His lord said to him, ‘Well
done, goodand faithful servant.

You have been faithful over a
few things, I will set you over
many things. Enter into the joy
of your lord.’

22“He alsowho got the two tal-
ents came and said, ‘Lord, you
delivered tome two talents. Be-
hold, I have gained another two
talents in addition to them.’

23 “His lord said to him, ‘Well
done, goodand faithful servant.
You have been faithful over a
few things. I will set you over
many things. Enter into the joy
of your lord.’

24 “He also who had received
the one talent came and said,
‘Lord, I knew you that you are
a hard man, reaping where you
didn’t sow, andgatheringwhere
you didn’t scatter. 25 I was
afraid, and went away and hid
your talent in theearth. Behold,
you have what is yours.’

26 “But his lord answered
him, ‘You wicked and slothful
servant. You knew that I
reap where I didn’t sow, and
gather where I didn’t scatter.
27 You ought therefore to have
deposited my money with the
bankers, and at my coming I
should have received back my
ownwith interest. 28Take away
therefore the talent from him
and give it to him who has the
ten talents. 29 For to everyone
who has will be given, and he
will have abundance, but from
himwhodoesn’t have, even that
whichhehaswill be takenaway.
30 Throw out the unprofitable
servant into theouterdarkness,
where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.’

31 “But when the Son of Man
comes in his glory, and all the
holy angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his
glory. 32 Before him all the
nations will be gathered, and

† 25:15 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds (usually used to weigh silver unless
otherwise specified)
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he will separate them one from
another, as a shepherd sepa-
rates the sheep from the goats.
33 He will set the sheep on his
right hand, but the goats on
the left. 34 Then the King
will tell those on his right hand,
‘Come, blessed of my Father, in-
herit the Kingdomprepared for
you from the foundation of the
world; 35 for I was hungry and
you gave me food to eat. I was
thirsty and you gave me drink.
I was a stranger and you took
me in. 36 I was naked and you
clothed me. I was sick and you
visited me. I was in prison and
you came tome.’

37 “Then the righteous will an-
swer him, saying, ‘Lord, when
did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you a
drink? 38When did we see you
as a stranger and take you in, or
naked and clothe you? 39When
did we see you sick or in prison
and come to you?’

40“TheKingwill answer them,
‘Most certainly I tell you, be-
cause you did it to one of the
least of thesemy brothers,‡ you
did it tome.’ 41Then he will say
also to those on the left hand,
‘Depart from me, you cursed,
into the eternal fire which is
prepared for the devil and his
angels; 42 for I was hungry, and
you didn’t give me food to eat; I
was thirsty, and you gaveme no
drink; 43 I was a stranger, and
you didn’t take me in; naked,
and you didn’t clothe me; sick,
and in prison, and you didn’t
visit me.’

44 “Then theywill also answer,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry, or thirsty, or a
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in
prison, and didn’t help you?’

45 “Then he will answer them,
saying, ‘Mostcertainly I tell you,
because you didn’t do it to one
of the least of these, you didn’t
do it to me.’ 46 These will go
away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal
life.”

26
1 When Jesus had finished all

these words, he said to his dis-
ciples, 2 “You know that after
two days the Passover is com-
ing, and the Son of Man will be
delivered up to be crucified.”

3 Then the chief priests, the
scribes, and the elders of the
people were gathered together in
the court of the high priest, who
was called Caiaphas. 4 They took
counsel together that they might
take Jesus by deceit and kill him.
5 But they said, “Not during the
feast, lest a riot occur among the
people.”

6 Now when Jesus was in
Bethany, in the house of Simon
the leper, 7 a woman came to
him having an alabaster jar of
very expensive ointment, and she
poured it on his head as he sat at
the table. 8 But when his disciples
saw this, they were indignant,
saying, “Why this waste? 9 For this
ointment might have been sold for
much and given to the poor.”

10 However, knowing this, Jesus
said to them, “Why do you trou-
ble the woman? She has done a
good work for me. 11 For you
always have the poor with you,
but you don’t always have me.
12 For in pouring this ointment
onmybody, shedid it toprepare
me for burial. 13 Most cer-
tainly I tell you, wherever this
Good News is preached in the
whole world, what this woman

‡ 25:40 Theword for “brothers” heremay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.”
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has done will also be spoken of
as amemorial of her.”

14 Then one of the twelve, who
was called Judas Iscariot, went to
the chief priests 15and said, “What
are you willing to give me if I de-
liver him to you?” So theyweighed
out for him thirty pieces of silver.
16From that time he sought oppor-
tunity to betray him.

17 Now on the first day of un-
leavenedbread, the disciples came
to Jesus, saying to him, “Where do
you want us to prepare for you to
eat the Passover?”

18 He said, “Go into the city to
a certain person, and tell him,
‘TheTeacher says, “My time is at
hand. I will keep the Passover
at your house with my disci-
ples.” ’ ”

19The disciples did as Jesus com-
manded them, and they prepared
the Passover.

20Nowwhen evening had come,
he was reclining at the table with
the twelve disciples. 21 As they
were eating, he said, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you that one of you
will betrayme.”

22 They were exceedingly sor-
rowful, and each began to ask him,
“It isn’t me, is it, Lord?”

23 He answered, “He who
dipped his hand with me in the
dish will betray me. 24The Son
of Man goes even as it is written
of him, but woe to that man
through whom the Son of Man
is betrayed! It would be better
for that man if he had not been
born.”

25 Judas, who betrayed him, an-
swered, “It isn’t me, is it, Rabbi?”
He said to him, “You said it.”
26As theywere eating, Jesus took

bread, gave thanks for* it, and
broke it. He gave to the disciples
and said, “Take, eat; this is my
body.” 27 He took the cup, gave

thanks, and gave to them, saying,
“All of you drink it, 28 for this is
my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for many
for the remission of sins. 29But
I tell you that I will not drink of
this fruit of the vine from now
on, until that day when I drink
it anew with you in my Father’s
Kingdom.”

30When they had sung a hymn,
they went out to the Mount of
Olives.

31 Then Jesus said to them, “All
of you will be made to stumble
because of me tonight, for it is
written, ‘I will strike the shep-
herd, and the sheep of the flock
will be scattered.’✡ 32 But after
I am raised up, I will go before
you into Galilee.”

33 But Peter answered him,
“Even if allwill bemade to stumble
because of you, I will never be
made to stumble.”

34 Jesus said to him, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you that tonight, be-
fore the rooster crows, you will
denyme three times.”

35 Peter said to him, “Even if I
must die with you, I will not deny
you.” All of the disciples also said
likewise.

36 Then Jesus came with them
to a place called Gethsemane, and
said to his disciples, “Sit here,
while I go there and pray.” 37He
took with him Peter and the two
sons of Zebedee, and began to be
sorrowful and severely troubled.
38 Then he said to them, “My soul
is exceedingly sorrowful, even
to death. Stay here and watch
withme.”

39Hewent forwarda little, fell on
his face, and prayed, saying, “My
Father, if it is possible, let this
cup pass away from me; never-
theless, not what I desire, but
what you desire.”

* 26:26 TR reads “blessed” instead of “gave thanks for” ✡ 26:31 Zechariah 13:7
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40 He came to the disciples and
found them sleeping, and said
to Peter, “What, couldn’t you
watch with me for one hour?
41 Watch and pray, that you
don’t enter into temptation.
The spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak.”

42 Again, a second time he went
away and prayed, saying, “My Fa-
ther, if this cup can’t pass away
from me unless I drink it, your
desire be done.”

43 He came again and found
them sleeping, for their eyes were
heavy. 44He left them again, went
away, and prayed a third time, say-
ing the same words. 45 Then he
came to his disciples and said to
them, “Are you still sleeping and
resting? Behold, the hour is at
hand, and the Son of Man is be-
trayed into thehandsof sinners.
46 Arise, let’s be going. Behold,
he who betraysme is at hand.”

47 While he was still speaking,
behold, Judas, one of the twelve,
came, and with him a great multi-
tude with swords and clubs, from
the chief priests and elders of the
people. 48 Now he who betrayed
him had given them a sign, say-
ing, “Whoever I kiss, he is the one.
Seize him.” 49 Immediately he
came to Jesus, and said, “Greetings,
Rabbi!” and kissed him.

50 Jesus said to him, “Friend,
why are you here?”
Then they came and laid hands

on Jesus, and took him. 51 Behold,
one of those who were with Jesus
stretched out his hand and drew
his sword, and struck the servant
of the high priest, and cut off his
ear.

52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put
your sword back into its place,
for all thosewho take the sword
will die by the sword. 53 Or
do you think that I couldn’t ask
my Father, and he would even
now send me more than twelve

legions of angels? 54 How
then would the Scriptures be
fulfilled that it must be so?”

55 In that hour Jesus said to the
multitudes, “Have you come out
as against a robber with swords
andclubs to seizeme? I satdaily
in the temple teaching, and you
didn’t arrest me. 56But all this
has happened that the Scrip-
tures of the prophets might be
fulfilled.”
Then all the disciples left him

and fled.
57 Those who had taken Jesus

led him away to Caiaphas the high
priest, where the scribes and the
elders were gathered together.
58 But Peter followed him from a
distance to the court of the high
priest, and entered in and sat with
the officers, to see the end.

59 Now the chief priests, the el-
ders, and thewhole council sought
false testimony against Jesus, that
theymight put him to death, 60and
they found none. Even though
many false witnesses came for-
ward, they found none. But at last
two false witnesses came forward
61 and said, “This man said, ‘I am
able to destroy the temple of God,
and to build it in three days.’ ”

62 The high priest stood up and
said to him, “Have you no an-
swer? What is this that these tes-
tify against you?” 63 But Jesus
stayed silent. The high priest an-
swered him, “I adjure you by the
living God that you tell us whether
you are the Christ, the Son of God.”

64 Jesus said to him, “You have
said so. Nevertheless, I tell you,
after this you will see the Son
of Man sitting at the right hand
of Power, and coming on the
clouds of the sky.”

65 Then the high priest tore his
clothing, saying, “He has spoken
blasphemy! Why do we need any
more witnesses? Behold, now
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you have heard his blasphemy.
66What do you think?”
They answered, “He is worthy of

death!” 67 Then they spat in his
face and beat him with their fists,
and some slapped him, 68 saying,
“Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who
hit you?”

69Now Peter was sitting outside
in the court, and a maid came to
him, saying, “You were also with
Jesus, the Galilean!”

70 But he denied it before them
all, saying, “I don’t knowwhat you
are talking about.”

71 When he had gone out onto
the porch, someone else saw him
and said to those who were there,
“This man also was with Jesus of
Nazareth.”

72 Again he denied it with an
oath, “I don’t know theman.”

73 After a little while those who
stood by came and said to Pe-
ter, “Surely you are also one of
them, for your speech makes you
known.”

74 Then he began to curse and to
swear, “I don’t know theman!”
Immediately therooster crowed.

75 Peter remembered the word
which Jesus had said to him,
“Before the rooster crows, you
will denyme three times.” Then
he went out and wept bitterly.

27
1Now when morning had come,

all the chief priests and the elders
of the people took counsel against
Jesus to put him to death. 2 They
bound him, led him away, and de-
livered him up to Pontius Pilate,
the governor.

3Then Judas, who betrayed him,
when he saw that Jesus was con-
demned, felt remorse, andbrought
back the thirty pieces of silver
to the chief priests and elders,

4 saying, “I have sinned in that I
betrayed innocent blood.”
But they said, “What is that tous?

You see to it.”
5He threwdown thepieces of sil-

ver in the sanctuary and departed.
Then he went away and hanged
himself.

6The chief priests took thepieces
of silver and said, “It’s not lawful to
put them into the treasury, since it
is the price of blood.” 7 They took
counsel, and bought the potter’s
field with them to bury strangers
in. 8 Therefore that field has
been called “The Field of Blood”
to this day. 9 Then that which
was spoken through Jeremiah* the
prophet was fulfilled, saying,
“They took the thirty pieces of sil-

ver,
the price of him upon whom a
price had been set,

whom some of the children of
Israel priced,

10 and they gave them for the pot-
ter’s field,

as the Lord commandedme.”✡
11 Now Jesus stood before the

governor; and the governor asked
him, saying, “Are you the King of
the Jews?”
Jesus said to him, “So you say.”
12 When he was accused by the

chief priests and elders, he an-
swerednothing. 13ThenPilate said
to him, “Don’t you hear howmany
things they testify against you?”

14 He gave him no answer, not
even one word, so that the gover-
nor marveled greatly.

15Now at the feast the governor
was accustomed to release to the
multitudeoneprisonerwhomthey
desired. 16Theyhad then anotable
prisoner called Barabbas. 17When
therefore they were gathered to-
gether, Pilate said to them, “Whom
do you want me to release to you?
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called

* 27:9 some manuscripts omit “Jeremiah” ✡ 27:10 Zechariah 11:12-13; Jeremiah 19:1-13;
32:6-9
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Christ?” 18 For he knew that be-
cause of envy they had delivered
him up.

19 While he was sitting on the
judgment seat, his wife sent to
him, saying, “Have nothing to do
with that righteousman, for I have
suffered many things today in a
dream because of him.”

20 Now the chief priests and the
elders persuaded themultitudes to
ask for Barabbas and destroy Je-
sus. 21But the governor answered
them, “Which of the two do you
want me to release to you?”
They said, “Barabbas!”
22Pilate said to them, “What then

shall I do to Jesus who is called
Christ?”
They all said to him, “Let him be

crucified!”
23 But the governor said, “Why?

What evil has he done?”
But they cried out exceedingly,

saying, “Let him be crucified!”
24 So when Pilate saw that noth-

ing was being gained, but rather
that a disturbance was starting, he
took water and washed his hands
before themultitude, saying, “I am
innocent of the blood of this righ-
teous person. You see to it.”

25All the people answered, “May
his blood be on us and on our chil-
dren!”

26 Then he released Barabbas to
them, but Jesus he flogged and de-
livered to be crucified.

27 Then the governor’s soldiers
took Jesus into the Praetorium,
and gathered the whole garrison
together against him. 28 They
strippedhimandput a scarlet robe
on him. 29 They braided a crown
of thorns and put it on his head,
and a reed in his right hand; and
they kneeled downbefore himand
mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of

the Jews!” 30They spat onhim, and
took thereedandstruckhimonthe
head. 31 When they had mocked
him, they took the robe off him,
and put his clothes on him, and led
him away to crucify him.

32 As they came out, they found
a man of Cyrene, Simon by name,
and they compelled him to go with
them, that hemight carryhis cross.
33When they came toaplace called
“Golgotha”, that is to say, “The
place of a skull,” 34 they gave him
sour wine† to drink mixed with
gall.‡ When he had tasted it, he
would not drink. 35 When they
had crucified him, they divided
his clothing among them, casting
lots,§ 36 and they sat and watched
him there. 37 They set up over his
head the accusation against him
written, “THIS IS JESUS, THE KING
OF THE JEWS.”

38 Then there were two robbers
crucifiedwithhim, oneonhis right
hand and one on the left.

39 Those who passed by blas-
phemed him, wagging their heads
40andsaying, “Youwhodestroy the
temple and build it in three days,
save yourself! If you are the Son of
God, come down from the cross!”

41 Likewise the chief priests also
mockingwith the scribes, thePhar-
isees,* and the elders, said, 42 “He
saved others, but he can’t save
himself. If he is the King of Israel,
let him come down from the cross
now, and we will believe in him.
43He trusts in God. Let God deliver
him now, if he wants him; for he
said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 44 The
robbers also who were crucified
with him cast on him the same re-
proach.

45 Now from the sixth hour†
there was darkness over all the

† 27:34 or, vinegar ‡ 27:34 Gall is a bitter-tasting, dark green oil from a wormwood plant
that is alcoholic in its effect. § 27:35 TR adds “that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophet: ‘They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots;’ ” [see
Psalm22:18 and John 19:24] * 27:41 TR omits “the Pharisees” † 27:45 noon ‡ 27:45 3:00
p.m.
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landuntil the ninth hour.‡ 46About
the ninth hour Jesus cried with a
loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lima§
sabachthani?” That is, “MyGod,
my God, why have you forsaken
me?”✡

47Someof themwho stood there,
when theyheard it, said, “Thisman
is calling Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of them ran
and took a sponge, filled it with
vinegar, put it on a reed, and gave
him a drink. 49 The rest said, “Let
him be. Let’s see whether Elijah
comes to save him.”

50 Jesus cried again with a loud
voice, and yielded up his spirit.

51 Behold, the veil of the temple
was torn in two from the top to
the bottom. The earth quaked and
the rocks were split. 52 The tombs
were opened, and many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep
were raised; 53 and coming out of
the tombs after his resurrection,
they entered into the holy city and
appeared to many.

54 Now the centurion and those
who were with him watching Je-
sus,when they saw the earthquake
and the things that were done,
were terrified, saying, “Truly this
was the Son of God!”

55 Many women were there
watching from afar, who had fol-
lowed Jesus from Galilee, serving
him. 56 Among them were Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James and Joses, and the mother
of the sons of Zebedee.

57 When evening had come, a
richman fromArimathaea named
Joseph, who himself was also Je-
sus’ disciple, came. 58 This man
went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’
body. Then Pilate commanded the
body to be given up. 59 Joseph took
the body andwrapped it in a clean
linen cloth 60 and laid it in his own
new tomb, which he had cut out

in the rock. Then he rolled a large
stone against the door of the tomb,
and departed. 61Mary Magdalene
was there, and the other Mary, sit-
ting opposite the tomb.

62 Now on the next day, which
was the day after the Preparation
Day, the chief priests and the Phar-
isees were gathered together to Pi-
late, 63 saying, “Sir, we remember
what that deceiver said while he
was still alive: ‘After three days I
will rise again.’ 64Command there-
fore that the tomb be made secure
until the third day, lest perhaps his
disciples come at night and steal
him away, and tell the people, ‘He
is risen from the dead;’ and the last
deception will be worse than the
first.”

65 Pilate said to them, “You have
a guard. Go, make it as secure as
you can.” 66 So they went with the
guard and made the tomb secure,
sealing the stone.

28
1 Now after the Sabbath, as it

began to dawn on the first day of
theweek,MaryMagdaleneand the
other Mary came to see the tomb.
2 Behold, there was a great earth-
quake, for an angel of the Lord
descended from the sky and came
and rolled away the stone from
the door and sat on it. 3 His ap-
pearance was like lightning, and
his clothing white as snow. 4 For
fear of him, the guards shook, and
became like deadmen. 5The angel
answered the women, “Don’t be
afraid, for I know that you seek Je-
sus, who has been crucified. 6He is
not here, for he has risen, just like
he said. Come, see the place where
the Lord was lying. 7 Go quickly
and tell his disciples, ‘He has risen
from the dead, and behold, he goes
before you into Galilee; there you

§ 27:46 TR reads “lama” instead of “lima” ✡ 27:46 Psalm 22:1
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will see him.’ Behold, I have told
you.”

8Theydepartedquickly from the
tomb with fear and great joy, and
ran tobringhis disciplesword. 9As
they went to tell his disciples, be-
hold, Jesus met them, saying, “Re-
joice!”
They came and took hold of his

feet, and worshiped him.
10 Then Jesus said to them,

“Don’t be afraid. Go tell my
brothers * that they should go
into Galilee, and there they will
seeme.”

11 Now while they were going,
behold, some of the guards came
into the city and told the chief
priests all the things that had hap-
pened. 12 When they were as-
sembled with the elders and had
taken counsel, they gave a large
amount of silver to the soldiers,
13 saying, “Say that his disciples
came by night and stole him away
while we slept. 14 If this comes to
the governor’s ears, we will per-
suade him and make you free of
worry.” 15 So they took the money
and did as theywere told. This say-
ing was spread abroad among the
Jews, and continues until today.

16 But the eleven disciples went
into Galilee, to the mountain
where Jesus had sent them.
17When they sawhim, they bowed
down to him; but some doubted.
18 Jesus came to them and spoke
to them, saying, “All authority
has been given to me in heaven
and on earth. 19 Go† and
make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching
them to observe all things that
I commanded you. Behold, I am
with youalways, even to the end
of the age.” Amen.
* 28:10 Theword for “brothers” heremay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.” † 28:19 TR and NU add “therefore”
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The Good News
According to

Mark
1 The beginning of the Good

News of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God.

2As it is written in the prophets,
“Behold,* I sendmymessenger be-

fore your face,
whowill prepare yourwaybe-
fore you:✡

3 the voice of one crying in the
wilderness,

‘Make ready the way of the
Lord!

Make his paths straight!’ ”✡
4 John came baptizing† in the

wilderness and preaching the bap-
tism of repentance for forgiveness
of sins. 5 All the country of Judea
andall those of Jerusalemwent out
to him. They were baptized by
him in the Jordan river, confess-
ing their sins. 6 John was clothed
with camel’s hair anda leatherbelt
around his waist. He ate locusts
and wild honey. 7 He preached,
saying, “After me comes he who is
mightier than I, the thong ofwhose
sandals I am not worthy to stoop
down and loosen. 8 I baptized you
in‡ water, but he will baptize you
in the Holy Spirit.”

9 In those days, Jesus came
from Nazareth of Galilee, and was
baptized by John in the Jordan.
10 Immediately comingup fromthe
water, he saw the heavens parting
and the Spirit descending on him
like a dove. 11A voice came out of
the sky, “You are my beloved Son,
in whom I amwell pleased.”

12 Immediately the Spirit drove
him out into the wilderness. 13He
was there in the wilderness forty

days, tempted by Satan. He was
with the wild animals; and the an-
gels were serving him.

14Now after John was taken into
custody, Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the Good News of God’s
Kingdom, 15and saying, “The time
is fulfilled, and God’s Kingdom
is at hand! Repent, and believe
in the Good News.”

16 Passing along by the sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and An-
drew, the brother of Simon, cast-
ing a net into the sea, for theywere
fishermen. 17 Jesus said to them,
“Come afterme, and Iwillmake
you into fishers formen.”

18 Immediately they left their
nets, and followed him.

19 Going on a little further from
there, he saw James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother,
whowere also in the boatmending
the nets. 20 Immediately he called
them, and they left their father,
Zebedee, in the boatwith the hired
servants, and went after him.

21 They went into Capernaum,
and immediately on the Sabbath
day he entered into the synagogue
and taught. 22 They were aston-
ished at his teaching, for he taught
them as having authority, and not
as the scribes. 23 Immediately
there was in their synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit, and
he cried out, 24 saying, “Ha! What
do we have to do with you, Jesus,
you Nazarene? Have you come to
destroy us? I know who you are:
the Holy One of God!”

25 Jesus rebukedhim, saying, “Be
quiet, and come out of him!”

26The unclean spirit, convulsing
him and crying with a loud voice,
came out of him. 27 They were all
amazed, so that they questioned

* 1:2 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection. ✡ 1:2 Malachi 3:1 ✡ 1:3 Isaiah 40:3 † 1:4 or, immersing ‡ 1:8 The
Greek word (en) translated here as “in” could also be translated as “with” in some contexts.
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among themselves, saying, “What
is this? A new teaching? For
with authority he commands even
the unclean spirits, and they obey
him!” 28 The report of him went
out immediately everywhere into
all the region of Galilee and its sur-
rounding area.

29 Immediately, when they had
come out of the synagogue, they
came into the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John.
30 Now Simon’s wife’s mother lay
sick with a fever, and immediately
they told him about her. 31 He
came and took her by the hand
and raised her up. The fever left
her immediately,§ and she served
them.

32At evening, when the sun had
set, they brought to him all who
were sick and thosewhowere pos-
sessed by demons. 33 All the city
was gathered together at the door.
34 He healed many who were sick
with various diseases and cast out
many demons. He didn’t allow
the demons to speak, because they
knew him.

35 Early in the morning, while
it was still dark, he rose up and
went out, and departed into a de-
serted place, and prayed there.
36 Simon and those who were with
him searched for him. 37 They
found him and told him, “Every-
one is looking for you.”

38Hesaid to them, “Let’sgoelse-
where intothenext towns, that I
may preach there also, because
I came out for this reason.”
39 He went into their synagogues
throughout all Galilee, preaching
and casting out demons.

40 A leper came to him, begging
him, kneeling down to him, and
saying to him, “If you want to, you
canmakeme clean.”

41 Being moved with compas-
sion, he stretched out his hand,

and touched him, and said to him,
“I want to. Be made clean.”
42 When he had said this, imme-
diately the leprosy departed from
him and he was made clean. 43He
strictly warned him and immedi-
ately sent him out, 44 and said to
him, “See that you say nothing
to anybody, but go show your-
self to the priest and offer for
your cleansing the things which
Moses commanded, for a testi-
mony to them.”

45But he went out, and began to
proclaim it much, and to spread
about the matter, so that Jesus
could no more openly enter into
a city, but was outside in desert
places. People came to him from
everywhere.

2
1 When he entered again into

Capernaum after some days, it
was heard that he was at home.
2 Immediately many were gath-
ered together, so that there was
no more room, not even around
the door; and he spoke the word
to them. 3 Four people came, car-
rying a paralytic to him. 4 When
they could not come near to him
for the crowd, they removed the
roof where he was. When they
had broken it up, they let down the
mat that theparalyticwas lying on.
5 Jesus, seeing their faith, said to
the paralytic, “Son, your sins are
forgiven you.”

6 But there were some of the
scribes sitting there and reason-
ing in their hearts, 7 “Why does
this man speak blasphemies like
that? Who can forgive sins butGod
alone?”

8 Immediately Jesus, perceiving
in his spirit that they so reasoned
within themselves, said to them,
“Why do you reason these
things in your hearts? 9Which
is easier, to tell the paralytic,

§ 1:31 NU omits “immediately”.
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‘Your sins are forgiven;’ or to
say, ‘Arise, and take up your
bed, and walk?’ 10 But that
you may know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth
to forgive sins”—he said to the
paralytic— 11 “I tell you, arise,
takeupyourmat, andgo toyour
house.”

12 He arose, and immediately
took up the mat and went out in
front of them all, so that they were
all amazed and glorified God, say-
ing, “We never saw anything like
this!”

13He went out again by the sea-
side. All the multitude came to
him, and he taught them. 14 As he
passed by, he saw Levi the son of
Alphaeus sitting at the tax office.
He said to him, “Followme.” And
he arose and followed him.

15 He was reclining at the ta-
ble in his house, and many tax
collectors and sinners sat down
with Jesus and his disciples, for
there were many, and they fol-
lowed him. 16 The scribes and the
Pharisees, when they saw that he
was eating with the sinners and
tax collectors, said to his disciples,
“Why is it that he eats and drinks
with tax collectors and sinners?”

17 When Jesus heard it, he said
to them, “Those who are healthy
have no need for a physician,
but those who are sick. I came
not tocall therighteous, but sin-
ners to repentance.”

18 John’s disciples and the Phar-
isees were fasting, and they came
and asked him, “Whydo John’s dis-
ciples and thedisciples of the Phar-
isees fast, but your disciples don’t
fast?”

19 Jesus said to them, “Can
the groomsmen fast while the
bridegroom is with them? As
long as they have the bride-
groom with them, they can’t
fast. 20 But the days will
come when the bridegroom

will be taken away from them,
and then they will fast in that
day. 21 No one sews a piece
of unshrunk cloth on an old
garment, or else the patch
shrinks and the new tears away
fromtheold, andaworsehole is
made. 22No one puts new wine
into old wineskins; or else the
new wine will burst the skins,
and the wine pours out, and
the skins will be destroyed; but
they put new wine into fresh
wineskins.”

23 He was going on the Sabbath
day through the grain fields; and
hisdisciplesbegan, as theywent, to
pluck theearsof grain. 24ThePhar-
isees said to him, “Behold, why do
they do that which is not lawful on
the Sabbath day?”

25 He said to them, “Did you
never read what David did
when he had need and was
hungry —he, and those who
were with him? 26 How he
entered into God’s house at the
timeofAbiathar thehighpriest,
andate theshowbread,which is
not lawful to eat except for the
priests, and gave also to those
whowere with him?”

27 He said to them, “The
Sabbath was made for man,
not man for the Sabbath.
28 Therefore the Son of Man is
lord even of the Sabbath.”

3
1He entered again into the syna-

gogue, and there was a man there
whose hand was withered. 2 They
watched him, whether he would
heal him on the Sabbath day, that
they might accuse him. 3 He said
to the man whose hand was with-
ered, “Stand up.” 4 He said to
them, “Is it lawful on the Sab-
bath day to do good or to do
harm? To save a life or to kill?”
But they were silent. 5 When he
had looked around at them with



Mark 3:6 47 Mark 3:35

anger, being grieved at the harden-
ing of their hearts, he said to the
man, “Stretch out your hand.”
He stretched it out, and his hand
was restored as healthy as the
other. 6 The Pharisees went out,
and immediately conspired with
the Herodians against him, how
theymight destroy him.

7 Jesus withdrew to the sea with
his disciples; and a great multi-
tude followed him from Galilee,
fromJudea, 8 fromJerusalem, from
Idumaea, beyond the Jordan, and
those fromaroundTyre and Sidon.
A great multitude, hearing what
great things he did, came to him.
9 He spoke to his disciples that a
little boat should stay near him be-
cause of the crowd, so that they
wouldn’t press on him. 10 For
he had healed many, so that as
many as had diseases pressed on
him that they might touch him.
11 The unclean spirits, whenever
they saw him, fell down before
him and cried, “You are the Son
of God!” 12 He sternly warned
them that they should not make
him known.

13He went up into the mountain
and called to himself those whom
he wanted, and they went to
him. 14 He appointed twelve,
that they might be with him, and
that he might send them out to
preach 15 and to have authority
to heal sicknesses and to cast out
demons: 16 Simon (to whom he
gave the name Peter); 17 James
the son of Zebedee; and John, the
brother of James, (whom he called
Boanerges, which means, Sons
of Thunder); 18 Andrew; Philip;
Bartholomew; Matthew; Thomas;
James, the son of Alphaeus; Thad-
daeus; Simon the Zealot; 19 and
Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed
him.
Then he came into a house.

20 The multitude came together
again, so that they could not so
much as eat bread. 21 When his
friends heard it, they went out
to seize him; for they said, “He
is insane.” 22 The scribes who
came down from Jerusalem said,
“He has Beelzebul,” and, “By the
prince of the demons he casts out
the demons.”

23He summoned them and said
to them in parables, “How can Sa-
tan cast out Satan? 24 If a
kingdom is divided against it-
self, thatkingdomcannotstand.
25 If a house is divided against
itself, that house cannot stand.
26 If Satan has risen up against
himself, and is divided, he can’t
stand, but has an end. 27 But
no one can enter into the house
of the strong man to plunder
unless he first binds the strong
man; then he will plunder his
house.

28“Most certainly I tell you, all
sins of the descendants of man
will be forgiven, including their
blasphemies with which they
may blaspheme; 29 but who-
evermayblasphemeagainst the
Holy Spirit never has forgive-
ness, but is subject to eternal
condemnation.”* 30 —because
they said, “He has an unclean
spirit.”

31 His mother and his brothers
came, and standing outside, they
sent to him, calling him. 32 A
multitude was sitting around him,
and they told him, “Behold, your
mother, your brothers, and your
sisters† are outside looking for
you.”

33He answered them, “Who are
my mother and my brothers?”
34Looking around at thosewho sat
around him, he said, “Behold, my
mother andmybrothers! 35For
whoever does the will of God

* 3:29 NU reads, guilty of an eternal sin. † 3:32 TR omits “your sisters”
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is my brother, my sister, and
mother.”

4
1 Again he began to teach by

the seaside. A great multitude
was gathered to him, so that he
entered into a boat in the sea and
sat down. All the multitude were
on the land by the sea. 2He taught
them many things in parables,
and told them in his teaching,
3 “Listen! Behold, the farmer
went out to sow. 4As he sowed,
some seed fell by the road, and
the birds* came and devoured
it. 5 Others fell on the rocky
ground, where it had little soil,
and immediately it sprang up,
because it had no depth of soil.
6When the sun had risen, it was
scorched; and because it had no
root, it withered away. 7Others
fell among the thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked it,
and it yielded no fruit. 8Others
fell into the good ground and
yielded fruit, growing up and
increasing. Some produced
thirty times, some sixty times,
and some one hundred times as
much.” 9He said, “Whoever has
ears to hear, let him hear.”

10Whenhewas alone, thosewho
were around him with the twelve
asked him about the parables.
11Hesaid to them, “Toyouisgiven
the mystery of God’s Kingdom,
but to those who are outside,
all things are done in parables,
12 that ‘seeing they may see and
not perceive, and hearing they
may hear and not understand,
lest perhaps they should turn
again, and their sins should be
forgiven them.’ ”✡

13 He said to them, “Don’t you
understand this parable? How
will you understand all of the
parables? 14 The farmer sows

the word. 15 The ones by
the road are the ones where the
word is sown; and when they
have heard, immediately Satan
comes and takes away the word
which has been sown in them.
16 These in the same way are
thosewhoaresownontherocky
places, who, when they have
heard the word, immediately
receive it with joy. 17 They
have no root in themselves, but
are short-lived. When oppres-
sion or persecution arises be-
cause of the word, immediately
they stumble. 18 Others are
those who are sown among the
thorns. These are those who
have heard the word, 19 and
the cares of this age, and the
deceitfulness of riches, and the
lusts of other things entering in
choke the word, and it becomes
unfruitful. 20 Those which
were sown on the good ground
are those who hear the word,
accept it, and bear fruit, some
thirty times, some sixty times,
and some one hundred times.”

21 He said to them, “Is a lamp
brought to be put under a bas-
ket † or under a bed? Isn’t it
put on a stand? 22 For there
is nothing hidden except that it
should bemade known, neither
was anything made secret but
that it should come to light. 23 If
any man has ears to hear, let
him hear.”

24 He said to them, “Take heed
what you hear. With whatever
measure youmeasure, it will be
measured to you; andmore will
be given to youwho hear. 25For
whoever has, to him more will
be given; and he who doesn’t
have, even that which he has
will be taken away fromhim.”

26 He said, “God’s Kingdom is
as if a man should cast seed on

* 4:4 TR adds “of the air” ✡ 4:12 Isaiah 6:9-10 † 4:21 literally, amodion, a drymeasuring
basket containing about a peck (about 9 liters)
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the earth, 27 and should sleep
and rise night and day, and the
seed should spring up and grow,
though he doesn’t know how.
28 For the earth bears fruit by
itself: first the blade, then the
ear, then the full grain in the
ear. 29 But when the fruit is
ripe, immediately he puts in the
sickle, because the harvest has
come.”

30 He said, “How will we liken
God’s Kingdom? Or with what
parable will we illustrate it?
31 It’s like a grain of mustard
seed, which, when it is sown in
the earth, though it is less than
all the seeds that are on the
earth, 32 yet when it is sown,
grows up and becomes greater
than all the herbs, and puts
out great branches, so that the
birds of the sky can lodge under
its shadow.”

33 With many such parables he
spoke the word to them, as they
were able to hear it. 34 Without
a parable he didn’t speak to them;
but privately to his own disciples
he explained everything.

35 On that day, when evening
had come, he said to them, “Let’s
go over to the other side.”
36Leaving themultitude, they took
him with them, even as he was, in
the boat. Other small boats were
also with him. 37A big wind storm
arose, and the waves beat into the
boat, so much that the boat was
already filled. 38 He himself was
in the stern, asleep on the cushion;
and they woke him up and asked
him, “Teacher, don’t you care that
we are dying?”

39 He awoke and rebuked the
wind, and said to the sea, “Peace!
Be still!” The wind ceased and
there was a great calm. 40 He
said to them, “Why are you so
afraid? How is it that you have
no faith?”

41 They were greatly afraid and
said to one another, “Who then is

this, that even thewindand the sea
obey him?”

5
1 They came to the other side

of the sea, into the country of the
Gadarenes. 2 When he had come
out of the boat, immediately aman
with an unclean spirit met him out
of the tombs. 3 He lived in the
tombs. Nobody could bind him
any more, not even with chains,
4because he had been often bound
with fetters and chains, and the
chains had been torn apart by him,
and the fetters broken in pieces.
Nobody had the strength to tame
him. 5 Always, night and day, in
the tombsand in themountains, he
was cryingout, andcuttinghimself
with stones. 6When he saw Jesus
from afar, he ran and bowed down
to him, 7 and crying out with a
loud voice, he said, “What have I
to do with you, Jesus, you Son of
the Most High God? I adjure you
by God, don’t torment me.” 8 For
he said to him, “Come out of the
man, you unclean spirit!”

9 He asked him, “What is your
name?”
He said to him, “My name is Le-

gion, for we are many.” 10 He
begged him much that he would
not send them away out of the
country. 11Now on the mountain-
side there was a great herd of pigs
feeding. 12 All the demons begged
him, saying, “Send us into the pigs,
that wemay enter into them.”

13 At once Jesus gave them
permission. The unclean spirits
cameout and entered into the pigs.
The herd of about two thousand
rushed down the steep bank into
the sea, and they were drowned in
the sea. 14 Those who fed the pigs
fled, and told it in the city and in
the country.
The people came to see what it

was that had happened. 15 They
came to Jesus, and saw him who
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had been possessed by demons sit-
ting, clothed, and in his rightmind,
even him who had the legion; and
they were afraid. 16 Those who
saw it declared to them what hap-
pened to him who was possessed
by demons, and about the pigs.
17They began to beg him to depart
from their region.

18 As he was entering into the
boat, he who had been possessed
by demons begged him that he
might be with him. 19 He didn’t
allow him, but said to him, “Go to
yourhouse, to your friends, and
tell them what great things the
Lord has done for you and how
he hadmercy on you.”

20 He went his way, and began
to proclaim in Decapolis how Jesus
had done great things for him, and
everyonemarveled.

21When Jesus had crossed back
over in the boat to the other side,
a great multitude was gathered
to him; and he was by the sea.
22 Behold, one of the rulers of the
synagogue, Jairus by name, came;
and seeing him, he fell at his feet
23 and begged him much, saying,
“My little daughter is at the point
of death. Please come and lay
your hands on her, that shemay be
made healthy, and live.”

24Hewent with him, and a great
multitude followed him, and they
pressed upon him on all sides. 25A
certain woman who had a dis-
charge of blood for twelve years,
26andhad sufferedmany things by
manyphysicians, andhad spent all
that she had, and was no better,
but rather grew worse, 27 having
heard the things concerning Jesus,
came up behind him in the crowd
and touched his clothes. 28 For she
said, “If I just touch his clothes, I
will bemadewell.” 29 Immediately
the flow of her bloodwas dried up,
and she felt in her body that she
was healed of her affliction.

30 Immediately Jesus, perceiving
in himself that the power had gone
out fromhim, turnedaround in the
crowd and asked, “Who touched
my clothes?”

31His disciples said to him, “You
see the multitude pressing against
you, and you say, ‘Who touched
me?’ ”

32 He looked around to see her
who had done this thing. 33 But
thewoman, fearingand trembling,
knowing what had been done to
her, came and fell down before
him, and told him all the truth.

34 He said to her, “Daughter,
your faith has made you well.
Go in peace, and be cured of
your disease.”

35 While he was still speaking,
people came from the synagogue
ruler’s house, saying, “Your daugh-
ter is dead. Why bother the
Teacher anymore?”

36 But Jesus, when he heard
the message spoken, immediately
said to the ruler of the synagogue,
“Don’t be afraid, only believe.”
37He allowed no one to follow him
except Peter, James, and John the
brother of James. 38He came to the
synagogue ruler’s house, and he
saw an uproar, weeping, and great
wailing. 39 When he had entered
in, he said to them, “Why do you
make an uproar and weep? The
child is not dead, but is asleep.”

40 They ridiculed him. But he,
having put them all out, took the
father of the child, her mother,
and those whowerewith him, and
went in where the child was ly-
ing. 41 Taking the child by the
hand, he said to her, “Talitha
cumi!” which means, being
interpreted, “Girl, I tell you, get
up!” 42 Immediately the girl rose
up and walked, for she was twelve
years old. They were amazed with
great amazement. 43 He strictly
ordered them that no one should
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know this, and commanded that
something should be given to her
to eat.

6
1 He went out from there. He

came into his own country, and
his disciples followed him. 2When
the Sabbath had come, he began to
teach in the synagogue, and many
hearing him were astonished, say-
ing, “Where did this man get these
things?” and, “What is the wisdom
that is given to this man, that such
mighty works come about by his
hands? 3 Isn’t this the carpenter,
the son of Mary and brother of
James, Joses, Judah, and Simon?
Aren’t his sisters here with us?” So
they were offended at him.

4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet
is not without honor, except in
his own country, and among his
own relatives, and in his own
house.” 5 He could do no mighty
work there, except that he laid his
hands on a few sick people and
healed them. 6 He marveled be-
cause of their unbelief.
He went around the villages

teaching. 7 He called to himself
the twelve, and began to send
them out two by two; and he gave
them authority over the unclean
spirits. 8 He commanded them
that they should take nothing
for their journey, except a staff
only: no bread, no wallet, no
money in their purse, 9but towear
sandals, and not put on two tunics.
10 He said to them, “Wherever
you enter into a house, stay
there until you depart from
there. 11 Whoever will not
receive younorhear you, as you
depart from there, shake off
the dust that is under your feet
for a testimony against them.
Assuredly, I tell you, it will
be more tolerable for Sodom
and Gomorrah in the day of
judgment than for that city!”

12 They went out and preached
that people should repent. 13 They
cast out many demons, and
anointed many with oil who were
sick and healed them. 14 King
Herod heard this, for his namehad
become known, and he said, “John
the Baptizer has risen from the
dead, and therefore these powers
are at work in him.” 15 But others
said, “He is Elijah.” Others said,
“He is a prophet, or like one of the
prophets.” 16 But Herod, when
he heard this, said, “This is John,
whom I beheaded. He has risen
from the dead.” 17 For Herod
himself had sent out and arrested
John and bound him in prison for
the sake of Herodias, his brother
Philip’s wife, for he had married
her. 18 For John had said to Herod,
“It is not lawful for you to have
your brother’s wife.” 19 Herodias
set herself against himanddesired
to kill him, but she couldn’t, 20 for
Herod feared John, knowing that
he was a righteous and holy man,
and kept him safe. When he heard
him, he did many things, and he
heard him gladly.

21 Then a convenient day came
when Herod on his birthday made
a supper for his nobles, the high of-
ficers, and the chiefmenofGalilee.
22When the daughter of Herodias
herself came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and those sitting
with him. The king said to the
young lady, “Ask me whatever you
want, and I will give it to you.”
23He swore to her, “Whatever you
ask ofme, I will give you, up to half
of my kingdom.”

24 She went out and said to her
mother, “What shall I ask?”
She said, “The head of John the

Baptizer.”
25She came in immediately with

haste to the king and requested,
“I want you to give me right now
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the head of John the Baptizer on a
platter.”

26 The king was exceedingly
sorry, but for the sake of his oaths
and of his dinner guests, he didn’t
wish to refuse her. 27 Immediately
the king sent out a soldier of his
guard and commanded to bring
John’s head; and he went and
beheaded him in the prison, 28and
brought his head on a platter, and
gave it to the young lady; and the
young lady gave it to her mother.

29When his disciples heard this,
they came and took up his corpse
and laid it in a tomb.

30 The apostles gathered them-
selves together to Jesus, and they
told him all things, whatever they
had done, and whatever they had
taught. 31He said to them, “Come
away into a deserted place,
and rest awhile.” For there
were many coming and going,
and they had no leisure so much
as to eat. 32 They went away in
the boat to a deserted place by
themselves. 33 They* saw them
going, and many recognized him
and ran there on foot from all
the cities. They arrived before
them and came together to him.
34 Jesus came out, saw a great
multitude, and he had compassion
on them because they were like
sheep without a shepherd; and
he began to teach them many
things. 35 When it was late in the
day, his disciples came to him and
said, “This place is deserted, and
it is late in the day. 36 Send them
away, that they may go into the
surrounding country and villages
and buy themselves bread, for
they have nothing to eat.”

37 But he answered them, “You
give them something to eat.”

They asked him, “Shall we go
and buy two hundred denarii†
worth of bread and give them
something to eat?”

38He said to them, “How many
loaves do you have? Go see.”
When they knew, they said,

“Five, and two fish.”
39He commanded them that ev-

eryone should sit down in groups
on the green grass. 40 They sat
downinranks, byhundredsandby
fifties. 41 He took the five loaves
and the two fish; and looking up
to heaven, he blessed and broke
the loaves, and he gave to his dis-
ciples to set before them, and he
divided the two fish among them
all. 42 They all ate and were filled.
43They took up twelve baskets full
of broken pieces and also of the
fish. 44 Those who ate the loaves
were‡ five thousandmen.

45 Immediately he made his dis-
ciples get into the boat and go
ahead to the other side, to Beth-
saida, while he himself sent the
multitude away. 46 After he had
taken leaveof them,hewentup the
mountain to pray.

47 When evening had come, the
boat was in the middle of the sea,
and he was alone on the land.
48 Seeing them distressed in row-
ing, for the wind was contrary to
them, about the fourth watch of
the night he came to them,walking
on the sea; ✡ and he would have
passed by them, 49 but they, when
they saw him walking on the sea,
supposed that it was a ghost, and
cried out; 50 for they all saw him
and were troubled. But he imme-
diately spokewith themandsaid to
them, “Cheer up! It is I!§ Don’t
be afraid.” 51He got into the boat
with them; and the wind ceased,
and theywereveryamazedamong
themselves, and marveled; 52 for

* 6:33 TR reads “The multitudes” instead of “They” † 6:37 200 denarii was about 7 or 8
monthswages foranagricultural laborer. ‡ 6:44 TRadds “about” ✡ 6:48 See Job9:8 § 6:50
or, “I AM!”
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they hadn’t understood about the
loaves, but their hearts were hard-
ened.

53 When they had crossed over,
they came to land at Gennesaret
and moored to the shore. 54When
they had come out of the boat,
immediately the people recog-
nized him, 55 and ran around
that whole region, and began to
bring those who were sick on
their mats to where they heard he
was. 56Whereverhe entered—into
villages, or into cities, or into the
country—they laid the sick in the
marketplaces and begged him that
they might just touch the fringe*
of his garment; and as many as
touched himweremade well.

7
1 Then the Pharisees and some

of the scribes gathered together to
him, having come from Jerusalem.
2 Now when they saw some of
his disciples eating bread with de-
filed, that is unwashed, hands,
they found fault. 3 (For the Phar-
isees and all the Jews don’t eat
unless they wash their hands and
forearms, holding to the tradition
of the elders. 4 They don’t eat
when they come from the mar-
ketplace unless they bathe them-
selves, and there are many other
thingswhich they have received to
hold to: washings of cups, pitch-
ers, bronze vessels, and couches.)
5 The Pharisees and the scribes
asked him, “Why don’t your dis-
ciples walk according to the tra-
dition of the elders, but eat their
bread with unwashed hands?”

6 He answered them, “Well
did Isaiah prophesy of you
hypocrites, as it is written,
‘This people honors me with

their lips,

but their heart is far from
me.

7They worshipme in vain,
teaching as doctrines the
commandments ofmen.’✡

8 “For you set aside the com-
mandment of God, and hold
tightly to the tradition of men
—the washing of pitchers and
cups, and you do many other
such things.” 9 He said to them,
“Full well do you reject the
commandment of God, that
you may keep your tradition.
10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your
father and your mother;’✡ and,
‘He who speaks evil of father
or mother, let him be put to
death.’✡ 11 But you say, ‘If
a man tells his father or his
mother, “Whatever profit you
might have received from me
is Corban,” ’ ”* that is to say,
given to God, 12 “then you no
longer allow him to do anything
for his father or his mother,
13making void the word of God
by your tradition which you
have handed down. You do
many things like this.”

14 He called all the multitude to
himself and said to them, “Hear
me, all of you, and understand.
15There is nothing from outside
of the man that going into him
can defile him; but the things
which proceed out of the man
are those that defile the man.
16 If anyone has ears to hear, let
him hear!”†

17 When he had entered into a
house away from the multitude,
his disciples asked him about the
parable. 18 He said to them, “Are
you also without understand-
ing? Don’t you perceive that
whatever goes into the man
from outside can’t defile him,
19 because it doesn’t go into his

* 6:56 or, tassel ✡ 7:7 Isaiah 29:13 ✡ 7:10 Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16 ✡ 7:10
Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9 * 7:11 Corban is a Hebrewword for an offering devoted to God.
† 7:16 NU omits verse 16.
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heart, but into his stomach,
then into the latrine,making all
foods clean?”‡ 20 He said, “That
which proceeds out of the man,
that defiles the man. 21 For
from within, out of the hearts
of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, sexual sins, mur-
ders, thefts, 22 covetings,
wickedness, deceit, lustful
desires, an evil eye, blasphemy,
pride, and foolishness. 23 All
these evil things come from
within and defile theman.”

24From there he arose and went
away into the borders of Tyre and
Sidon. He entered into a house
and didn’t want anyone to know
it, but he couldn’t escape notice.
25For awomanwhose little daugh-
ter had an unclean spirit, having
heard of him, came and fell down
at his feet. 26Now the woman was
a Greek, a Syrophoenician by race.
She begged him that he would cast
the demon out of her daughter.
27 But Jesus said to her, “Let the
children be filled first, for it is
not appropriate to take the chil-
dren’s bread and throw it to the
dogs.”

28 But she answered him, “Yes,
Lord. Yet even the dogs under the
table eat the children’s crumbs.”

29 He said to her, “For this say-
ing, go yourway. Thedemonhas
gone out of your daughter.”

30 She went away to her house,
and found the child having been
laid on the bed, with the demon
gone out.

31 Again he departed from the
borders of Tyre and Sidon, and
came to the sea of Galilee through
the middle of the region of De-
capolis. 32 They brought to him
one who was deaf and had an
impediment in his speech. They
begged him to lay his hand on him.

33He took him aside from the mul-
titude privately and put his fin-
gers into his ears; and he spat and
touched his tongue. 34 Looking up
to heaven, he sighed, and said to
him, “Ephphatha!” that is, “Be
opened!” 35 Immediately his ears
were opened, and the impediment
of his tongue was released, and he
spoke clearly. 36 He commanded
them that they should tell no one,
but themorehecommanded them,
somuch themorewidely they pro-
claimed it. 37 They were aston-
ishedbeyondmeasure, saying, “He
has done all things well. He makes
even the deaf hear and the mute
speak!”

8
1 In those days, when there was

a very great multitude, and they
had nothing to eat, Jesus called
his disciples to himself and said
to them, 2 “I have compassion
on the multitude, because they
have stayed with me now three
days and have nothing to eat.
3 If I send them away fasting to
their home, they will faint on
the way, for some of them have
come a long way.”

4 His disciples answered him,
“From where could one satisfy
these people with bread here in a
deserted place?”

5 He asked them, “How many
loaves do you have?”
They said, “Seven.”
6 He commanded the multitude

to sit down on the ground, and
he took the seven loaves. Hav-
ing given thanks, he broke them
and gave them to his disciples to
serve, and they served the multi-
tude. 7 They also had a few small
fish. Having blessed them, he said
to serve these also. 8 They ate and
were filled. They took up seven

‡ 7:19 NU ends Jesus’ direct quote and question after “latrine”, ending the verse with “Thus he
declared all foods clean.
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baskets of broken pieces that were
left over. 9 Those who had eaten
were about four thousand. Then
he sent them away.

10 Immediately he entered
into the boat with his disciples
and came into the region of
Dalmanutha. 11 The Pharisees
came out and began to question
him, seeking from him a sign from
heaven and testing him. 12 He
sigheddeeply in his spirit and said,
“Whydoes thisgeneration* seek
a sign? Most certainly I tell
you, no sign will be given to this
generation.”

13 He left them, and again en-
tering into the boat, departed to
the other side. 14 They forgot to
take bread; and they didn’t have
more thanone loaf in theboatwith
them. 15He warned them, saying,
“Take heed: beware of the yeast
of thePharisees and the yeast of
Herod.”

16 They reasoned with one an-
other, saying, “It’s becausewehave
no bread.”

17 Jesus, perceiving it, said to
them, “Why do you reason that
it’s because you have no bread?
Don’t youperceiveyetorunder-
stand? Is your heart still hard-
ened? 18 Having eyes, don’t
you see? Having ears, don’t
you hear? Don’t you remem-
ber? 19When I broke the five
loavesamongthefive thousand,
how many baskets full of bro-
ken pieces did you take up?”
They told him, “Twelve.”
20 “When the seven loaves fed

the four thousand, how many
baskets full ofbrokenpiecesdid
you take up?”
They told him, “Seven.”
21 He asked them, “Don’t you

understand yet?”
22 He came to Bethsaida. They

brought a blind man to him and

begged him to touch him. 23 He
took hold of the blind man by the
hand, and brought him out of the
village. When he had spat on his
eyes, and laid his hands on him, he
asked him if he saw anything.

24He looked up, and said, “I see
men, but I see them like walking
trees.”

25 Then again he laid his hands
on his eyes. He looked intently,
and was restored, and saw every-
one clearly. 26 He sent him away
to his house, saying, “Don’t enter
into the village, nor tell anyone
in the village.”

27 Jesus went out, with his disci-
ples, into the villages of Caesarea
Philippi. On the way he asked his
disciples, “Who domen say that I
am?”

28 They told him, “John the Bap-
tizer, and others sayElijah, but oth-
ers, one of the prophets.”

29He said to them, “But who do
you say that I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the

Christ.”
30Hecommanded themthat they

should tell no one about him. 31He
began to teach them that the Son
of Man must suffer many things,
and be rejected by the elders, the
chief priests, and the scribes, and
be killed, and after three days
rise again. 32 He spoke to them
openly. Peter took him and began
to rebuke him. 33 But he, turning
around and seeing his disciples,
rebuked Peter, and said, “Get be-
hindme, Satan! For you have in
mind not the things of God, but
the things ofmen.”

34Hecalled themultitude tohim-
self with his disciples and said to
them, “Whoever wants to come
after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and fol-
low me. 35 For whoever wants
to save his life will lose it; and

* 8:12 Theword translated “generation” here (genea) could also be translated “people”, “race”,
or “family”.
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whoeverwill lose his life formy
sake and the sake of the Good
News will save it. 36 For what
does it profit a man to gain the
wholeworld and forfeit his life?
37 For what will a man give in
exchange for his life? 38 For
whoever will be ashamed of me
and ofmywords in this adulter-
ous and sinful generation, the
SonofManalsowill be ashamed
of him when he comes in his
Father’s glory with the holy an-
gels.”

9
1 He said to them, “Most

certainly I tell you, there are
some standing here who will in
no way taste death until they
see God’s Kingdom come with
power.”

2 After six days Jesus took with
him Peter, James, and John, and
brought them up onto a high
mountain privately by themselves,
and he was changed into another
form in front of them. 3 His
clothing became glistening, ex-
ceedingly white, like snow, such as
no launderer on earth can whiten
them. 4Elijah andMoses appeared
to them, and they were talking
with Jesus.

5Peter answered Jesus, “Rabbi, it
is good forus tobehere. Let’smake
three tents: one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6For he
didn’t know what to say, for they
were very afraid.

7 A cloud came, overshadowing
them, and a voice came out of the
cloud, “This ismybeloved Son. Lis-
ten to him.”

8 Suddenly looking around, they
saw no one with them any more,
except Jesus only.

9 As they were coming down
from the mountain, he com-
manded them that they should tell
no one what things they had seen,
until after theSonofManhadrisen
from the dead. 10 They kept this

saying to themselves, questioning
what the “rising from the dead”
meant.

11 They asked him, saying, “Why
do the scribes say that Elijah must
come first?”

12 He said to them, “Elijah in-
deed comes first, and restores
all things. How is it written
about the Son of Man, that he
should suffer many things and
be despised? 13 But I tell you
that Elijah has come, and they
have also done to himwhatever
theywantedto, evenas it iswrit-
ten about him.”

14Coming to thedisciples, he saw
a great multitude around them,
and scribes questioning them.
15 Immediately all the multitude,
when they saw him, were greatly
amazed, and running to him,
greeted him. 16 He asked the
scribes, “What are you asking
them?”

17 One of the multitude an-
swered, “Teacher, I brought to you
my son, who has a mute spirit;
18 and wherever it seizes him, it
throws him down; and he foams
at the mouth, grinds his teeth,
and becomes rigid. I asked your
disciples to cast it out, and they
weren’t able.”

19He answered him, “Unbeliev-
ing generation, how long shall
I be with you? How long shall
I bear with you? Bring him to
me.”

20 They brought him to him, and
whenhe sawhim, immediately the
spirit convulsed him and he fell on
the ground, wallowing and foam-
ing at themouth.

21 He asked his father, “How
long has it been since this has
been happening to him?”
He said, “From childhood.

22 Often it has cast him both into
the fire and into the water to
destroy him. But if you can do
anything, have compassion on us
and help us.”
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23 Jesus said to him, “If you can
believe, all things are possible
to himwho believes.”

24 Immediately the father of the
child cried out with tears, “I be-
lieve. Helpmy unbelief!”

25 When Jesus saw that a multi-
tude came running together, he re-
buked the unclean spirit, saying to
him, “Youmute anddeaf spirit, I
command you, come out of him,
and never enter him again!”

26 After crying out and convuls-
ing him greatly, it came out of him.
The boy became like one dead, so
much that most of them said, “He
is dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by
thehandandraisedhimup; andhe
arose.

28 When he had come into the
house, his disciples asked him pri-
vately, “Why couldn’t we cast it
out?”

29 He said to them, “This kind
can come out by nothing but by
prayer and fasting.”

30They went out from there and
passed through Galilee. He didn’t
want anyone to know it, 31 for he
was teachinghisdisciples, andsaid
to them, “The Son of Man is be-
ing handed over to the hands of
men, and they will kill him; and
when he is killed, on the third
day he will rise again.”

32But they didn’t understand the
saying, andwere afraid to ask him.

33 He came to Capernaum, and
whenhewas in the house he asked
them, “What were you arguing
among yourselves on the way?”

34 But they were silent, for they
had disputed with one another on
the way about who was the great-
est.

35 He sat down and called the
twelve; and he said to them, “If
any man wants to be first, he
shall be last of all, and servant
of all.” 36 He took a little child

and set him in the middle of them.
Taking him in his arms, he said
to them, 37 “Whoever receives
one such little child inmy name
receives me; and whoever re-
ceives me, doesn’t receive me,
but himwho sentme.”

38 John said to him, “Teacher,
we saw someone who doesn’t fol-
low us casting out demons in your
name; and we forbade him, be-
cause he doesn’t follow us.”

39 But Jesus said, “Don’t forbid
him, for there is no onewhowill
do a mighty work in my name
andbeablequickly to speakevil
of me. 40 For whoever is not
against us is on our side. 41 For
whoever will give you a cup of
water to drink in my name be-
cause youareChrist’s,most cer-
tainly I tell you,hewill innoway
lose his reward.

42 “Whoever will cause one of
these little ones who believe in
me to stumble, it would be bet-
ter for him if he were thrown
into the sea with a millstone
hungaroundhis neck. 43 If your
hand causes you to stumble, cut
it off. It is better for you to
enter into life maimed, rather
than having your two hands to
go into Gehenna, * into the un-
quenchable fire, 44 ‘where their
worm doesn’t die, and the fire
is not quenched.’ ✡† 45 If your
foot causes you to stumble, cut
it off. It is better foryou toenter
into life lame, rather than hav-
ing your two feet to be cast into
Gehenna, ‡ into thefire thatwill
never be quenched— 46 ‘where
their worm doesn’t die, and the
fire is not quenched.’ § 47 If
your eye causes you to stumble,
throw it out. It is better for
you to enter intoGod’sKingdom
with one eye, rather than hav-
ing two eyes to be cast into the

* 9:43 or, Hell ✡ 9:44 Isaiah 66:24 † 9:44 NU omits verse 44. ‡ 9:45 or, Hell § 9:46
NU omits verse 46. * 9:47 or, Hell ✡ 9:48 Isaiah 66:24
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Gehenna*offire, 48 ‘where their
wormdoesn’t die, and thefire is
not quenched.’ ✡ 49 For every-
one will be salted with fire, and
every sacrifice will be seasoned
with salt. 50 Salt is good, but
if the salt has lost its saltiness,
with what will you season it?
Have salt in yourselves, and be
at peace with one another.”

10
1He arose from there and came

into the borders of Judea and be-
yond the Jordan. Multitudes came
together to him again. As he usu-
ally did, he was again teaching
them.

2 Pharisees came to him testing
him, and asked him, “Is it lawful
for a man to divorce his wife?”

3 He answered, “What did
Moses command you?”

4 They said, “Moses allowed a
certificate of divorce to be written,
and to divorce her.”

5 But Jesus said to them, “For
your hardness of heart, he
wrote you this commandment.
6 But from the beginning of the
creation, God made them male
and female.✡ 7 For this cause a
man will leave his father and
mother, and will join to his
wife, 8 and the two will become
one flesh,✡ so that they are
no longer two, but one flesh.
9What thereforeGodhas joined
together, let noman separate.”

10 In the house, his disciples
asked him again about the same
matter. 11He said to them, “Who-
ever divorces his wife and mar-
ries another commits adultery
against her. 12 If a woman her-
self divorces her husband and
marries another, she commits
adultery.”

13 They were bringing to him lit-
tle children, that he should touch
them, but the disciples rebuked

those who were bringing them.
14 But when Jesus saw it, he was
moved with indignation and said
to them, “Allow the little chil-
dren to come to me! Don’t for-
bid them, forGod’sKingdombe-
longs to such as these. 15Most
certainly I tell you, whoever
will not receive God’s Kingdom
like a little child, he will in no
way enter into it.” 16 He took
theminhis armsandblessed them,
laying his hands on them.

17 As he was going out into the
way, one ran to him, knelt be-
fore him, and asked him, “Good
Teacher, what shall I do that I may
inherit eternal life?”

18 Jesus said to him, “Why do
you call me good? No one is
good except one—God. 19 You
know the commandments: ‘Do
not murder,’ ‘Do not commit
adultery,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not
give false testimony,’ ‘Donot de-
fraud,’ ‘Honor your father and
mother.’ ”✡

20 He said to him, “Teacher, I
have observed all these things
frommy youth.”

21 Jesus lookingathimlovedhim,
and said to him, “One thing you
lack. Go, sellwhateveryouhave
and give to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow me, taking up
the cross.”

22But his face fell at that saying,
and he went away sorrowful, for
he was one who had great posses-
sions.

23 Jesus looked around and said
to his disciples, “How difficult it
is for those who have riches to
enter into God’s Kingdom!”

24 The disciples were amazed at
his words. But Jesus answered
again, “Children, how hard it is
for those who trust in riches
to enter into God’s Kingdom!

✡ 10:6 Genesis 1:27 ✡ 10:8 Genesis 2:24 ✡ 10:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20
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25 It is easier for a camel to go
through a needle’s eye than for
a rich man to enter into God’s
Kingdom.”

26 They were exceedingly aston-
ished, saying to him, “Then who
can be saved?”

27 Jesus, looking at them, said,
“With men it is impossible, but
not with God, for all things are
possible with God.”

28 Peter began to tell him, “Be-
hold, we have left all and have fol-
lowed you.”

29 Jesus said, “Most certainly I
tell you, there is no one who
has left house, or brothers, or
sisters, or father, or mother,
or wife, or children, or land,
for my sake, and for the sake
of the Good News, 30 but he
will receive one hundred times
more now in this time: houses,
brothers, sisters, mothers, chil-
dren, and land, with persecu-
tions; and in the age to come
eternal life. 31 But many who
arefirstwill be last, and the last
first.”

32 They were on the way, going
up to Jerusalem; and Jesus was go-
ing in front of them, and theywere
amazed; and those who followed
were afraid. He again took the
twelve, and began to tell them the
things that were going to happen
to him. 33 “Behold, we are going
up to Jerusalem. TheSonofMan
will be delivered to the chief
priests and the scribes. They
will condemn him to death, and
will deliver him to the Gentiles.
34 They will mock him, spit on
him, scourge him, and kill him.
On the third day he will rise
again.”

35 James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, camenear to him, saying,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us
whatever wewill ask.”

36Hesaid to them, “Whatdoyou
wantme to do for you?”

37 They said to him, “Grant to us
that we may sit, one at your right
hand and one at your left hand, in
your glory.”

38 But Jesus said to them, “You
don’t knowwhat youareasking.
Are you able to drink the cup
that I drink, and to be baptized
with the baptism that I am bap-
tized with?”

39 They said to him, “We are
able.”
Jesus said to them, “You shall

indeed drink the cup that I
drink, andyou shall bebaptized
with the baptism that I am
baptizedwith; 40but to sit atmy
righthandandatmy lefthand is
not mine to give, but for whom
it has been prepared.”

41When the tenheard it, they be-
gan to be indignant toward James
and John.

42 Jesus summoned them and
said to them, “Youknowthat they
who are recognized as rulers
over the nations lord it over
them, and their great ones exer-
cise authority over them. 43But
it shall not be so among you, but
whoever wants to become great
among you shall be your ser-
vant. 44Whoever of you wants
to becomefirst among you shall
bebondservant of all. 45For the
Son of Man also came not to be
served but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom formany.”

46 They came to Jericho. As he
went out from Jericho with his
disciples and a great multitude,
the son of Timaeus, Bartimaeus,
a blind beggar, was sitting by the
road. 47 When he heard that it
was Jesus the Nazarene, he be-
gan to cry out and say, “Jesus,
you son of David, have mercy on
me!” 48 Many rebuked him, that
he should be quiet, but he cried
out muchmore, “You son of David,
havemercy onme!”
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49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call
him.”
They called the blind man, say-

ing to him, “Cheer up! Get up. He
is calling you!”

50 He, casting away his cloak,
sprang up, and came to Jesus.

51 Jesus asked him, “What do
youwantme to do for you?”
The blindman said to him, “Rab-

boni,* that I may see again.”
52 Jesus said to him, “Go your

way. Your faith has made you
well.” Immediately he received
his sight and followed Jesus on the
way.

11
1 When they came near to

Jerusalem, to Bethsphage* and
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives,
he sent two of his disciples 2 and
said to them, “Go your way into
the village that is opposite you.
Immediately as you enter into
it, you will find a young donkey
tied, on which no one has sat.
Untie him and bring him. 3 If
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord
needs him;’ and immediately he
will send him back here.”

4 They went away, and found a
young donkey tied at the door out-
side in the open street, and they
untied him. 5 Some of those who
stood there asked them, “What are
you doing, untying the young don-
key?” 6 They said to them just as
Jesus had said, and they let them
go.

7 They brought the young
donkey to Jesus and threw their
garments on it, and Jesus sat on it.
8 Many spread their garments on
the way, and others were cutting
down branches from the trees
and spreading them on the road.

9 Those who went in front and
those who followed cried out,
“Hosanna!† Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!✡
10 Blessed is the kingdom of our
father David that is coming in the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest!”

11 Jesus entered into the temple
in Jerusalem. When he had looked
around at everything, it being now
evening, he went out to Bethany
with the twelve.

12 The next day, when they had
come out from Bethany, he was
hungry. 13 Seeing a fig tree afar
off having leaves, he came to see if
perhaps hemight find anything on
it. When he came to it, he found
nothing but leaves, for it was not
the season for figs. 14 Jesus told it,
“May no one ever eat fruit from
you again!” and his disciples
heard it.

15 They came to Jerusalem, and
Jesus entered into the temple and
began to throw out those who
sold and those who bought in the
temple, and overthrew the money
changers’ tables and the seats of
those who sold the doves. 16 He
would not allow anyone to carry
a container through the temple.
17He taught, saying to them, “Isn’t
it written, ‘My house will be
called a house of prayer for all
the nations?’✡ But you have
made it a den of robbers!”✡

18 The chief priests and the
scribes heard it, and sought how
they might destroy him. For
they feared him, because all the
multitude was astonished at his
teaching.

19When evening came, he went
out of the city. 20 As they passed
by in themorning, they saw the fig
treewithered away from the roots.

* 10:51 Rabboni is a transliteration of the Hebrewword for “great teacher.” * 11:1 TR &NU
read “Bethphage” instead of “Bethsphage” † 11:9 “Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we
pray”. ✡ 11:9 Psalm 118:25-26 ✡ 11:17 Isaiah 56:7 ✡ 11:17 Jeremiah 7:11
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21Peter, remembering, said to him,
“Rabbi, look! The fig tree which
you cursed has withered away.”

22 Jesus answered them, “Have
faith in God. 23 For most
certainly I tell you, whoever
may tell this mountain, ‘Be
taken up and cast into the
sea,’ and doesn’t doubt in
his heart, but believes that
what he says is happening, he
shall have whatever he says.
24 Therefore I tell you, all
things whatever you pray and
ask for, believe that you have
received them, and you shall
have them. 25 Whenever you
stand praying, forgive, if you
have anything against anyone;
so that your Father, who is in
heaven, may also forgive you
your transgressions. 26 But if
you do not forgive, neither will
your Father in heaven forgive
your transgressions.”‡

27They came again to Jerusalem,
and as he was walking in the tem-
ple, the chief priests, the scribes,
and the elders came to him, 28 and
they began saying to him, “Bywhat
authority do you do these things?
Or who gave you this authority to
do these things?”

29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask
you one question. Answer me,
and I will tell you by what au-
thority I do these things. 30The
baptism of John —was it from
heaven, or from men? Answer
me.”

31 They reasoned with them-
selves, saying, “If we should say,
‘From heaven;’ he will say, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’ 32 If
we should say, ‘Frommen’ ”—they
feared the people, for all held John
to really be a prophet. 33 They
answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”

Jesus said to them, “Neitherwill
I tell you by what authority I do
these things.”

12
1 He began to speak to them

in parables. “A man planted a
vineyard, put a hedge around
it, dug a pit for the wine press,
built a tower, rented it out to
a farmer, and went into an-
other country. 2 When it was
time, he sent a servant to the
farmer to get from the farmer
his share of the fruit of the vine-
yard. 3 They took him, beat
him, and sent him away empty.
4Again, he sent another servant
to them; and they threw stones
at him, wounded him in the
head, and senthimaway shame-
fully treated. 5 Again he sent
another, and they killed him,
andmany others, beating some,
and killing some. 6 Therefore
still having one, his beloved
son, he sent him last to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my
son.’ 7 But those farmers said
among themselves, ‘This is the
heir. Come, let’s kill him, and
the inheritance will be ours.’
8They took him, killed him, and
cast him out of the vineyard.
9What thereforewill the lord of
the vineyard do? He will come
and destroy the farmers, and
will give the vineyard to others.
10 Haven’t you even read this
Scripture:
‘The stone which the builders

rejected
was made the head of the
corner.

11This was from the Lord.
It is marvelous in our
eyes’?”✡

12 They tried to seize him, but
they feared themultitude; for they
perceived that he spoke the para-
ble against them. They left him

‡ 11:26 NU omits verse 26. ✡ 12:11 Psalm 118:22-23
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and went away. 13 They sent some
of the Pharisees and the Herodi-
ans to him, that they might trap
himwith words. 14When they had
come, they asked him, “Teacher,
we know that you are honest, and
don’t defer to anyone; for you
aren’t partial to anyone, but truly
teach theway of God. Is it lawful to
pay taxes to Caesar, or not? 15Shall
we give, or shall we not give?”
But he, knowing their hypocrisy,

said to them, “Why do you test
me? Bring me a denarius, that I
may see it.”

16They brought it.
He said to them, “Whose is this

image and inscription?”
They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
17 Jesus answered them, “Ren-

der toCaesar the things that are
Caesar’s, and to God the things
that are God’s.”
Theymarveled greatly at him.
18 Some Sadducees, who say that

there is no resurrection, came to
him. They asked him, saying,
19 “Teacher, Moses wrote to us, ‘If
a man’s brother dies and leaves
a wife behind him, and leaves no
children, that his brother should
takehiswife and raise upoffspring
for his brother.’ 20 There were
seven brothers. The first took a
wife, and dying left no offspring.
21 The second took her, and died,
leaving no children behind him.
The third likewise; 22and the seven
took her and left no children. Last
of all the woman also died. 23 In
the resurrection, when they rise,
whose wife will she be of them?
For the seven had her as a wife.”

24 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t
this because you are mistaken,
not knowing the Scriptures nor
the power of God? 25 For
when they will rise from the
dead, they neither marry nor
are given in marriage, but are
like angels in heaven. 26 But

about the dead, that they are
raised, haven’t you read in the
book of Moses about the Bush,
how God spoke to him, saying,
‘I am the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
cob’?✡ 27He is not the God of the
dead, but of the living. You are
therefore badlymistaken.”

28 One of the scribes came
and heard them questioning
together, and knowing that he
had answered them well, asked
him, “Which commandment is the
greatest of all?”

29 Jesus answered, “The great-
est is: ‘Hear, Israel, the Lord
our God, the Lord is one. 30You
shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’✡
This is the first commandment.
31 The second is like this: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’✡ There is no other
commandment greater than
these.”

32 The scribe said to him, “Truly,
teacher, you have said well that
he is one, and there is none other
but he; 33 and to love him with all
the heart, with all the understand-
ing, all the soul, and with all the
strength, and to love his neighbor
as himself, is more important than
all whole burnt offerings and sac-
rifices.”

34 When Jesus saw that he an-
swered wisely, he said to him,
“You are not far from God’s
Kingdom.”
No one dared ask him any ques-

tion after that. 35 Jesus responded,
as he taught in the temple, “How
is it that the scribes say that the
Christ is thesonofDavid? 36For
David himself said in the Holy
Spirit,
‘The Lord said tomy Lord,

“Sit atmy right hand,
✡ 12:26 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 12:30 Deuteronomy 6:4-5 ✡ 12:31 Leviticus 19:18
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until I make your enemies
the footstool of your
feet.” ’✡

37 Therefore David himself
calls him Lord, so how can he
be his son?”
The common people heard him

gladly. 38 In his teaching he said
to them, “Beware of the scribes,
who like to walk in long robes,
and to get greetings in the
marketplaces, 39 and to get the
best seats in the synagogues
and the best places at feasts,
40 those who devour widows’
houses, and forapretensemake
long prayers. Thesewill receive
greater condemnation.”

41 Jesus sat down opposite the
treasury and saw how the multi-
tude cast money into the treasury.
Many who were rich cast in much.
42A poorwidow came and she cast
in two small brass coins,* which
equal a quadrans coin.† 43 He
called his disciples to himself and
said to them, “Most certainly I
tell you, this poor widow gave
more than all thosewho are giv-
ing into the treasury, 44 for they
all gave out of their abundance,
but she, out of her poverty, gave
all that she had to live on.”

13
1 As he went out of the temple,

one of his disciples said to him,
“Teacher, see what kind of stones
and what kind of buildings!”

2 Jesus said to him, “Do you see
these great buildings? There
will not be left here one stone
on another, which will not be
thrown down.”

3Ashe sat on theMount ofOlives
opposite the temple, Peter, James,

John, and Andrew asked him pri-
vately, 4 “Tell us, when will these
things be? What is the sign that
these things are all about to be ful-
filled?”

5 Jesus, answering, began to tell
them, “Be careful that no one
leads you astray. 6 For many
will come in my name, saying,
‘I am he!’* and will lead many
astray.

7 “When you hear of wars and
rumors of wars, don’t be trou-
bled. For those must happen,
but the end is not yet. 8 For
nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be earthquakes in
various places. There will be
famines and troubles. These
things are the beginning of
birth pains.

9 “But watch yourselves, for
they will deliver you up to
councils. You will be beaten
in synagogues. You will stand
before rulers and kings for
my sake, for a testimony to
them. 10 The Good News must
first be preached to all the
nations. 11 When they lead
you away and deliver you up,
don’t be anxious beforehand or
premeditate what you will say,
but say whatever will be given
you in that hour. For it is not
you who speak, but the Holy
Spirit.

12 “Brother will deliver up
brother to death, and the father
his child. Children will rise up
against parents and cause them
tobeput to death. 13Youwill be
hated by all men for my name’s
sake, but he who endures to the
endwill be saved.

✡ 12:36 Psalm 110:1 * 12:42 literally, lepta (or widow’s mites). Lepta are very small brass
coinsworthhalf a quadrans each,which is a quarter of the copper assarion. Lepta areworth less
than 1% of an agricultural worker’s daily wages. † 12:42 A quadrans is a coin worth about
1/64 of a denarius. A denarius is about one day’s wages for an agricultural laborer. * 13:6 or,
“I AM!” ✡ 13:14 Daniel 9:17; 11:31; 12:11
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14 “But when you see the
abomination of desolation,✡
spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, standing where it
ought not” (let the reader under-
stand), “then let those who are
in Judea flee to the mountains,
15 and let him who is on the
housetop not go down, nor
enter in, to take anything out
of his house. 16 Let him who
is in the field not return back
to take his cloak. 17 But woe
to those who are with child and
to those who nurse babies in
those days! 18 Pray that your
flight won’t be in the winter.
19 For in those days there will
be oppression, such as there
has not been the like from the
beginning of the creationwhich
God created until now, and
never will be. 20 Unless the
Lord had shortened the days,
nofleshwouldhavebeen saved;
but for the sake of the chosen
ones, whom he picked out, he
shortened the days. 21 Then if
anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is
the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, there!’
don’t believe it. 22 For false
christs and false prophets will
arise and will show signs and
wonders, that they may lead
astray, if possible, even the
chosen ones. 23But youwatch.
“Behold, I have told you all

things beforehand. 24 But in
those days, after that oppres-
sion, the sun will be darkened,
the moon will not give its light,
25 the stars will be falling from
the sky, and the powers that are
in the heavens will be shaken.✡
26 Then they will see the Son of
Mancoming incloudswithgreat
power and glory. 27 Then he
will sendouthis angels, andwill
gather together his chosen ones
from the four winds, from the
ends of the earth to the ends of

the sky.
28 “Now from the fig tree,

learn this parable. When the
branch has now become tender
and produces its leaves, you
know that the summer is near;
29 even so you also, when you
see these things coming to pass,
know that it is near, at the
doors. 30 Most certainly I say
to you, this generation†will not
pass away until all these things
happen. 31 Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words
will not pass away.

32“But of that dayor that hour
no one knows—not even the an-
gels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. 33Watch, keep
alert, and pray; for you don’t
knowwhen the time is.

34 “It is like a man travel-
ing to another country, hav-
ing left his house and given au-
thority to his servants, and to
each one his work, and also
commanded the doorkeeper to
keep watch. 35 Watch there-
fore, for you don’t know when
the lord of the house is com-
ing—whether at evening, or at
midnight, or when the rooster
crows, or in themorning; 36 lest,
coming suddenly, he might find
you sleeping. 37What I tell you,
I tell all: Watch!”

14
1 It was now two days before the

Passover and the Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread, and the chief priests
and the scribes sought how they
might seize him by deception and
kill him. 2 For they said, “Not dur-
ing the feast, because there might
be a riot among the people.”

3While he was at Bethany, in the
house of Simon the leper, as he sat
at the table, a woman came hav-
ing an alabaster jar of ointment of

✡ 13:25 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 † 13:30 The word translated “generation” (genea) could also be
translated “race”, “family”, or “people”.
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pure nard—very costly. She broke
the jar and poured it over his head.
4 But there were some who were
indignant among themselves, say-
ing, “Why has this ointment been
wasted? 5For thismight have been
sold for more than three hundred
denarii* and given to the poor.” So
they grumbled against her.

6 But Jesus said, “Leave her
alone. Why do you trouble her?
She has done a good work for
me. 7 For you always have the
poor with you, and whenever
you want to, you can do them
good; but you will not always
have me. 8 She has done what
she could. She has anointed my
body beforehand for the bury-
ing. 9 Most certainly I tell
you, wherever this Good News
may be preached throughout
thewholeworld, thatwhich this
woman has done will also be
spoken of for a memorial of
her.”

10 Judas Iscariot, who was one of
the twelve, went away to the chief
priests, that he might deliver him
to them. 11 They, when they heard
it, were glad, and promised to give
him money. He sought how he
might conveniently deliver him.

12 On the first day of unleav-
ened bread, when they sacrificed
the Passover, his disciples asked
him, “Where do you want us to go
and prepare that you may eat the
Passover?”

13 He sent two of his disciples
and said to them, “Go into the
city, and there a man carry-
ing a pitcher of water will meet
you. Follow him, 14 and wher-
ever he enters in, tell the mas-
ter of the house, ‘The Teacher
says, “Where is the guest room,
where I may eat the Passover
with my disciples?” ’ 15 He will
himself show you a large upper

room furnished and ready. Get
ready for us there.”

16 His disciples went out, and
came into the city, and found
things as he had said to them, and
they prepared the Passover.

17When it was evening he came
with the twelve. 18As they sat and
were eating, Jesus said, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you, one of you will
betray me —he who eats with
me.”

19 They began to be sorrowful,
and to ask him one by one, “Surely
not I?” And another said, “Surely
not I?”

20He answered them, “It is one
of the twelve, he who dips with
me in the dish. 21 For the
Son of Man goes as it is writ-
ten about him, but woe to that
man by whom the Son of Man
is betrayed! It would be better
for that man if he had not been
born.”

22As theywere eating, Jesus took
bread, and when he had blessed
it, he broke it and gave to them,
and said, “Take, eat. This is my
body.”

23He took the cup, and when he
had given thanks, he gave to them.
They all drank of it. 24 He said to
them, “This is my blood of the
new covenant, which is poured
out for many. 25 Most cer-
tainly I tell you, I will no more
drink of the fruit of the vine un-
til that daywhen I drink it anew
in God’s Kingdom.” 26When they
had sung a hymn, they went out to
theMount of Olives.

27 Jesus said to them, “All of
you will be made to stumble be-
cause of me tonight, for it is
written, ‘I will strike the shep-
herd, and the sheepwill be scat-
tered.’✡ 28 However, after I am
raised up, I will go before you
into Galilee.”

* 14:5 300 denarii was about a year’s wages for an agricultural laborer. ✡ 14:27 Zechariah
13:7
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29 But Peter said to him, “Al-
though all will be offended, yet I
will not.”

30 Jesus said to him, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you that you to-
day, even this night, before the
rooster crows twice, you will
denyme three times.”

31But he spoke all the more, “If I
must die with you, I will not deny
you.” They all said the same thing.

32 They came to a place which
was named Gethsemane. He said
to his disciples, “Sit here while
I pray.” 33 He took with him Pe-
ter, James, and John, and began to
be greatly troubled and distressed.
34 He said to them, “My soul is
exceedingly sorrowful, even to
death. Stay here andwatch.”

35 He went forward a little, and
fell on the ground, and prayed that
if it were possible, the hour might
pass away from him. 36 He said,
“Abba,† Father, all things are
possible to you. Please remove
this cup fromme. However, not
what I desire, but what you de-
sire.”

37 He came and found them
sleeping, and said to Peter,
“Simon, are you sleeping?
Couldn’t you watch one hour?
38Watch and pray, that youmay
not enter into temptation. The
spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.”

39 Again he went away and
prayed, saying the same words.
40 Again he returned and found
them sleeping, for their eyes were
very heavy; and they didn’t know
what to answer him. 41 He came
the third time and said to them,
“Sleep on now, and take your
rest. It is enough. The hour
has come. Behold, the Son of
Man is betrayed into the hands
of sinners. 42 Arise! Let’s get

going. Behold, he who betrays
me is at hand.”

43 Immediately,whilehewas still
speaking, Judas, one of the twelve,
came—and with him a multitude
with swords and clubs, from the
chief priests, the scribes, and the
elders. 44 Now he who betrayed
him had given them a sign, say-
ing, “Whomever I will kiss, that is
he. Seize him, and lead him away
safely.” 45When he had come, im-
mediatelyhe came tohimandsaid,
“Rabbi! Rabbi!” and kissed him.
46They laid theirhandsonhimand
seized him. 47 But a certain one of
thosewho stoodbydrewhis sword
and struck the servant of the high
priest, and cut off his ear.

48 Jesus answered them, “Have
you come out, as against a rob-
ber, with swords and clubs to
seize me? 49 I was daily with
you in the temple teaching, and
you didn’t arrest me. But this is
so that the Scriptures might be
fulfilled.”

50 They all left him, and fled.
51 A certain young man followed
him, having a linen cloth thrown
around himself over his naked
body. The young men grabbed
him, 52 but he left the linen cloth
and fled from them naked. 53They
led Jesus away to the high priest.
All the chief priests, the elders,
and the scribes came togetherwith
him.

54 Peter had followed him from
a distance, until he came into the
court of the high priest. He was
sittingwith theofficers, andwarm-
ing himself in the light of the fire.
55 Now the chief priests and the
whole council sought witnesses
against Jesus to put him to death,
and found none. 56 For many gave
false testimony against him, and
their testimony didn’t agree with
each other. 57 Some stood up and

† 14:36 Abba is aGreek spelling for theAramaicword for “Father” or “Daddy” used ina familiar,
respectful, and loving way.
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gave false testimony against him,
saying, 58 “Weheard him say, ‘I will
destroy this temple that is made
with hands, and in three days I
will build another made without
hands.’ ” 59 Even so, their testi-
mony didn’t agree.

60 The high priest stood up in
themiddle, and asked Jesus, “Have
you no answer? What is it which
these testify against you?” 61 But
he stayed quiet, and answered
nothing. Again the high priest
asked him, “Are you the Christ, the
Son of the Blessed?”

62 Jesus said, “I am. You will
see the Son of Man sitting at the
right hand of Power, and com-
ing with the clouds of the sky.”

63The high priest tore his clothes
and said, “What further need have
we of witnesses? 64 You have
heard the blasphemy! What do
you think?” They all condemned
him to beworthy of death. 65Some
began to spit on him, and to cover
his face, and to beat himwith fists,
and to tell him, “Prophesy!” The
officers struck him with the palms
of their hands.

66 As Peter was in the courtyard
below, one of the maids of the
high priest came, 67 and seeing Pe-
ter warming himself, she looked at
him and said, “You were also with
the Nazarene, Jesus!”

68But he denied it, saying, “I nei-
ther know nor understand what
you are saying.” He went out on
the porch, and the rooster crowed.

69 The maid saw him and be-
gan again to tell those who stood
by, “This is one of them.” 70 But
he again denied it. After a little
while again those who stood by
said to Peter, “You truly are one
of them, for you are a Galilean,
and your speech shows it.” 71 But
he began to curse and to swear, “I
don’t know this man of whom you
speak!”

72 The rooster crowed the sec-
ond time. Peter remembered the
words that Jesus said to him, “Be-
fore the rooster crows twice,
you will deny me three times.”
When he thought about that, he
wept.

15
1 Immediately in the morning

the chief priests, with the elders,
scribes, and the whole council,
held a consultation, bound Jesus,
carried him away, and delivered
himup toPilate. 2Pilate askedhim,
“Are you the King of the Jews?”
He answered, “So you say.”
3 The chief priests accused him

of many things. 4 Pilate again
asked him, “Have you no answer?
See how many things they testify
against you!”

5 But Jesus made no further an-
swer, so that Pilate marveled.

6 Now at the feast he used to
release to them one prisoner,
whomever they asked of him.
7 There was one called Barabbas,
bound with his fellow insurgents,
men who in the insurrection
had committed murder. 8 The
multitude, crying aloud, began to
ask him to do as he always did
for them. 9 Pilate answered them,
saying, “Do youwantme to release
to you the King of the Jews?” 10 For
he perceived that for envy the
chief priests had delivered him
up. 11 But the chief priests stirred
up the multitude, that he should
release Barabbas to them instead.
12 Pilate again asked them, “What
then should I do to him whom you
call the King of the Jews?”

13 They cried out again, “Crucify
him!”

14 Pilate said to them, “Why,
what evil has he done?”
But they cried out exceedingly,

“Crucify him!”
15 Pilate, wishing to please the

multitude, released Barabbas to
them, and handed over Jesus,
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when he had flogged him, to be
crucified.

16 The soldiers led him away
within the court, which is the Prae-
torium; and they called together
the whole cohort. 17 They clothed
him with purple; and weaving a
crownof thorns, theyput it onhim.
18 They began to salute him, “Hail,
King of the Jews!” 19 They struck
his head with a reed and spat on
him, and bowing their knees, did
homage to him. 20When they had
mocked him, they took the purple
cloak off him, and put his own gar-
ments on him. They led him out to
crucify him.

21 They compelled one passing
by, coming from the country,
Simon of Cyrene, the father of
Alexander and Rufus, to go with
them that he might bear his cross.
22 They brought him to the place
called Golgotha, which is, being
interpreted, “The place of a skull.”
23 They offered him wine mixed
with myrrh to drink, but he didn’t
take it.

24 Crucifying him, they parted
his garments among them, casting
lots on them, what each should
take. 25 It was the third hour*
when they crucifiedhim. 26The su-
perscription of his accusation was
written over him: “THE KING OF
THE JEWS.” 27 With him they cru-
cified two robbers, one on his right
hand, and one on his left. 28 The
Scripture was fulfilled which says,
“He was counted with transgres-
sors.”†

29 Those who passed by blas-
phemed him, wagging their heads
and saying, “Ha! You who destroy
the temple and build it in three
days, 30 save yourself, and come
down from the cross!”

31Likewise, also the chief priests
mocking among themselves with

the scribes said, “He saved others.
He can’t save himself. 32 Let the
Christ, theKingof Israel, nowcome
down from the cross, that we may
see and believe him.”‡ Those who
were crucified with him also in-
sulted him.

33 When the sixth hour§ had
come, there was darkness over the
whole land until the ninth hour.*
34 At the ninth hour Jesus cried
with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi,
Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which
is, being interpreted, “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken
me?” ✡

35 Some of those who stood by,
when they heard it, said, “Behold,
he is calling Elijah.”

36 One ran, and filling a sponge
full of vinegar, put it on a reed and
gave it to him to drink, saying, “Let
him be. Let’s see whether Elijah
comes to take him down.”

37 Jesus cried out with a loud
voice, and gaveup the spirit. 38The
veil of the temple was torn in
two from the top to the bottom.
39When the centurion, who stood
by opposite him, saw that he cried
out like this and breathed his last,
he said, “Truly this man was the
Son of God!”

40 There were also women
watching from afar, among whom
were both Mary Magdalene and
Mary the mother of James the less
and of Joses, and Salome; 41 who,
when he was in Galilee, followed
him and served him; and many
other women who came up with
him to Jerusalem.

42When evening had now come,
because it was the Preparation
Day, that is, the day before the
Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathaea,
a prominent council member who
also himself was looking for God’s
Kingdom, came. He boldly went
in to Pilate, and asked for Jesus’

* 15:25 9:00 a.m. † 15:28 NU omits verse 28. ‡ 15:32 TR omits “him” § 15:33 or, noon
* 15:33 3:00 p.m. ✡ 15:34 Psalm 22:1
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body. 44 Pilate was surprised to
hear that he was already dead;
and summoning the centurion, he
asked him whether he had been
dead long. 45 When he found out
from the centurion, he granted the
body to Joseph. 46 He bought a
linen cloth, and taking him down,
wound him in the linen cloth and
laid him in a tombwhich had been
cut out of a rock. He rolled a
stone against the door of the tomb.
47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the
mother of Joses, sawwhere hewas
laid.

16
1 When the Sabbath was past,

Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome
bought spices, that they might
come and anoint him. 2Very early
on the first day of the week, they
came to the tomb when the sun
had risen. 3 They were saying
among themselves, “Who will roll
away the stone from the door of
the tomb for us?” 4 for it was very
big. Looking up, they saw that the
stone was rolled back.

5 Entering into the tomb, they
saw a young man sitting on the
right side, dressed in a white robe;
and they were amazed. 6 He said
to them, “Don’t be amazed. You
seek Jesus, the Nazarene, who has
been crucified. He has risen! He is
not here. See the place where they
laid him! 7But go, tell his disciples
and Peter, ‘He goes before you into
Galilee. There you will see him, as
he said to you.’ ”

8 They went out,* and fled from
the tomb, for trembling and aston-

ishment had come on them. They
said nothing to anyone; for they
were afraid.†

9 ‡Now when he had risen early
on the first day of the week, he
appeared first toMaryMagdalene,
from whom he had cast out seven
demons. 10Shewent and told those
who had been with him, as they
mourned and wept. 11When they
heard that he was alive and had
been seen by her, they disbelieved.

12 After these things he was re-
vealed in another form to two of
them as they walked, on their way
into the country. 13 They went
away and told it to the rest. They
didn’t believe them, either.

14 Afterward he was revealed to
the eleven themselves as they sat
at the table; and he rebuked them
for their unbelief and hardness of
heart, because they didn’t believe
those who had seen him after he
had risen. 15He said to them, “Go
into all the world and preach
the GoodNews to thewhole cre-
ation. 16 He who believes and
is baptized will be saved; but
he who disbelieves will be con-
demned. 17 These signs will
accompany those who believe:
in my name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with
new languages; 18 they will take
up serpents; and if they drink
any deadly thing, it will in no
way hurt them; they will lay
hands on the sick, and they will
recover.”

19So then the Lord,§ after he had
spoken to them, was received up
into heaven and sat down at the
right hand of God. 20 They went
out and preached everywhere, the

* 16:8 TR adds “quickly” † 16:8 One isolated manuscript omits verses 9-20 but adds this
“short ending of Mark” to the end of verse 8: They told all that had been commanded them
briefly to those around Peter. After that, Jesus himself sent them out, from east to west, with
the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation. ‡ 16:9 NU includes the text
of verses 9-20, but mentions in a footnote that a few manuscripts omitted it. The translators of
the World English Bible regard Mark 16:9-20 as reliable based on an overwhelming majority of
textual evidence, including not only the authoritative Greek Majority Text New Testament, but
also the TR andmany of themanuscripts cited in the NU text. § 16:19 NU adds “Jesus”
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Lord working with them and con-
firming the word by the signs that
followed. Amen.
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The Good News
According to

Luke
1Sincemanyhaveundertaken to

set in order a narrative concern-
ing thosematterswhich have been
fulfilled among us, 2 even as those
who from the beginning were eye-
witnesses and servants of theword
delivered them to us, 3 it seemed
good to me also, having traced
the course of all things accurately
from the first, to write to you in
order, most excellent Theophilus;
4 that youmightknowthecertainty
concerning the things inwhichyou
were instructed.

5Therewas in the days of Herod,
the king of Judea, a certain priest
named Zacharias, of the priestly
division of Abijah. He had a wife
of the daughters of Aaron, and
her name was Elizabeth. 6 They
were both righteous before God,
walkingblamelessly in all the com-
mandments and ordinances of the
Lord. 7 But they had no child, be-
cause Elizabeth was barren, and
they both were well advanced in
years.

8 Now while he executed the
priest’s office before God in the
order of his division 9 according
to the custom of the priest’s of-
fice, his lot was to enter into the
temple of the Lord and burn in-
cense. 10 The whole multitude of
the people were praying outside at
the hour of incense.

11An angel of the Lord appeared
to him, standing on the right side
of the altar of incense. 12Zacharias
was troubled when he saw him,
and fear fell upon him. 13 But the
angel said to him, “Don’t be afraid,
Zacharias, because your request

has been heard. Your wife, Eliza-
beth, will bear you a son, and you
shall call his name John. 14Youwill
have joy and gladness, and many
will rejoice at his birth. 15 For he
will be great in the sight of the
Lord, and he will drink no wine
nor strong drink. He will be filled
with the Holy Spirit, even from his
mother’s womb. 16 He will turn
many of the children of Israel to
the Lord their God. 17 He will go
before him in the spirit and power
of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children,’✡ and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the
just; to prepare a people prepared
for the Lord.”

18 Zacharias said to the angel,
“How can I be sure of this? For I
amanoldman, andmywife iswell
advanced in years.”

19Theangel answeredhim, “I am
Gabriel, who stands in the pres-
ence of God. I was sent to speak
to you and to bring you this good
news. 20 Behold,* you will be
silent and not able to speak until
the day that these things will hap-
pen, because youdidn’t believemy
words, which will be fulfilled in
their proper time.”

21 The people were waiting for
Zacharias, and they marveled that
he delayed in the temple. 22When
he came out, he could not speak
to them. They perceived that he
had seen a vision in the temple. He
continued making signs to them,
and remained mute. 23 When the
days of his service were fulfilled,
he departed to his house. 24 After
these days Elizabeth his wife con-
ceived, and she hid herself five
months, saying, 25 “Thus has the
Lord done to me in the days in
which he looked at me, to take
awaymy reproach amongmen.”

✡ 1:17 Malachi 4:6 * 1:20 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or
gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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26 Now in the sixth month, the
angel Gabrielwas sent fromGod to
a city of Galilee named Nazareth,
27 to a virgin pledged to be mar-
ried to a man whose name was
Joseph, of David’s house. The vir-
gin’s name was Mary. 28 Having
come in, the angel said to her, “Re-
joice, you highly favored one! The
Lord is with you. Blessed are you
among women!”

29 But when she saw him, she
was greatly troubled at the saying,
and considered what kind of salu-
tation this might be. 30 The angel
said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary,
for youhave found favorwithGod.
31Behold, youwill conceive inyour
womb and give birth to a son, and
shall name him ‘Jesus.’ 32 He will
be great and will be called the Son
of theMostHigh. TheLordGodwill
give him the throne of his father
David, 33and hewill reign over the
house of Jacob forever. There will
be no end to his Kingdom.”

34 Mary said to the angel, “How
can this be, seeing I am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered her, “The
Holy Spirit will come on you, and
the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. Therefore also
the holy one who is born from
you will be called the Son of God.
36 Behold, Elizabeth your relative
also has conceived a son in her old
age; and this is the sixth month
with her who was called barren.
37 For nothing spoken by God is
impossible.”†

38 Mary said, “Behold, the ser-
vant of the Lord; let it be done to
me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from

her.
39 Mary arose in those days

and went into the hill country
with haste, into a city of Judah,
40 and entered into the house of
Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.

41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the baby leaped in her
womb; and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit. 42 She called
out with a loud voice and said,
“Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! 43 Why am I so favored,
that the mother of my Lord should
come to me? 44 For behold, when
the voice of your greeting came
into my ears, the baby leaped in
my womb for joy! 45 Blessed is
she who believed, for there will be
a fulfillment of the things which
have been spoken to her from the
Lord!”

46Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord.

47Myspirit has rejoiced inGod
my Savior,

48 forhehas lookedat thehum-
ble state of his servant.

Forbehold, fromnowon, all gener-
ations will call me blessed.

49 For he who is mighty has
done great things for me.

Holy is his name.
50His mercy is for generations
and generations on those
who fear him.

51He has shown strength with his
arm.

He has scattered the proud
in the imagination of their
hearts.

52 He has put down princes from
their thrones,

and has exalted the lowly.
53 He has filled the hungry with

good things.
He has sent the rich away
empty.

54 He has given help to Israel, his
servant, that he might re-
membermercy,

55as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and his offspring‡
forever.”

† 1:37 or, “For everything spoken by God is possible.” ‡ 1:55 or, seed
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56 Mary stayed with her about
three months, and then returned
to her house.

57 Now the time that Elizabeth
should give birthwas fulfilled, and
she gave birth to a son. 58 Her
neighbors and her relatives heard
that the Lord had magnified his
mercy toward her, and they re-
joiced with her. 59 On the eighth
day, they came to circumcise the
child; and they would have called
him Zacharias, after the name of
his father. 60Hismother answered,
“Not so; but hewill be called John.”

61 They said to her, “There is no
one among your relatives who is
called by this name.” 62Theymade
signs to his father, what he would
have him called.

63 He asked for a writing tablet,
and wrote, “His name is John.”
They all marveled. 64His mouth

was opened immediately and his
tongue freed, and he spoke, bless-
ing God. 65 Fear came on all
who lived around them, and all
these sayings were talked about
throughout all the hill country of
Judea. 66 All who heard them laid
them up in their heart, saying,
“What thenwill this child be?” The
hand of the Lord was with him.

67His father Zacharias was filled
with the Holy Spirit, and prophe-
sied, saying,
68 “Blessed be the Lord, the God of

Israel,
for he has visited and re-
deemed his people;

69 and has raised up a horn of sal-
vation for us in the house of
his servant David

70 (as he spoke by themouth of
his holy prophets who have
been from of old),

71 salvation from our enemies
and fromthehandofallwho
hate us;

72 to show mercy toward our fa-
thers,

to remember his holy
covenant,

73 the oathwhichhe swore toAbra-
ham our father,

74 to grant to us that we, being
delivered out of the hand of
our enemies,

should serve himwithout fear,
75 in holiness and righteous-
ness before him all the days
of our life.

76 And you, child, will be called a
prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the face
of the Lord to prepare his
ways,

77 to give knowledge of salva-
tion to his people by the re-
mission of their sins,

78 because of the tender mercy of
our God,

by which the dawn from on
high will visit us,

79 to shine on those who sit in
darkness and the shadow of
death;

to guide our feet into the way
of peace.”

80The childwas growing and be-
coming strong in spirit, and was
in the desert until the day of his
public appearance to Israel.

2
1 Now in those days, a decree

went out from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be en-
rolled. 2 This was the first enroll-
ment made when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3 All went to
enroll themselves, everyone to his
own city. 4 Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judea, to David’s
city, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and
family of David, 5 to enroll himself
with Mary, who was pledged to
be married to him as wife, being
pregnant.

6While they were there, the day
had come for her to give birth.
7 She gave birth to her firstborn
son. She wrapped him in bands
of cloth and laid him in a feeding
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trough, because therewasnoroom
for them in the inn.

8 There were shepherds in the
same country staying in the field,
and keeping watch by night over
their flock. 9 Behold, an angel of
the Lord stood by them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified.
10 The angel said to them, “Don’t
be afraid, for behold, I bring you
good news of great joy which will
be to all the people. 11 For there is
born to you today, in David’s city,
a Savior, who is Christ* the Lord.
12 This is the sign to you: you will
find a baby wrapped in strips of
cloth, lying in a feeding trough.”
13 Suddenly, there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly
army praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest,

on earth peace, good will to-
wardmen.”

15 When the angels went away
from them into the sky, the
shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem, now, and
see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known
to us.” 16 They came with haste
and found both Mary and Joseph,
and the baby was lying in the
feeding trough. 17 When they
saw it, they publicized widely
the saying which was spoken to
them about this child. 18 All who
heard it wondered at the things
which were spoken to them by
the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept
all these sayings, pondering them
in her heart. 20 The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things that they had
heard and seen, just as it was told
them.

21Wheneight dayswere fulfilled
for the circumcision of the child,
his name was called Jesus, which

was given by the angel before he
was conceived in the womb.

22 When the days of their pu-
rification according to the law of
Moses were fulfilled, they brought
himup to Jerusalemtopresenthim
to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the
law of the Lord, “Every male who
opens the womb shall be called
holy to the Lord”),✡ 24 and to offer
a sacrifice according to that which
is said in the law of the Lord, “A
pair of turtledoves, or two young
pigeons.”✡

25 Behold, there was a man
in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon. This man was righteous
and devout, looking for the con-
solation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was on him. 26 It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he should not see death before
he had seen the Lord’s Christ.†
27 He came in the Spirit into the
temple. When the parents brought
in the child, Jesus, that they might
do concerning him according to
the custom of the law, 28 then he
received him into his arms and
blessed God, and said,
29“Nowyou are releasing your ser-

vant, Master,
according to your word, in
peace;

30 for my eyes have seen your sal-
vation,

31 which you have prepared
before the face of all peo-
ples;

32 a light for revelation to the na-
tions,

and the glory of your people
Israel.”

33 Joseph and his mother were
marveling at the things which
were spoken concerning him.
34 Simeon blessed them, and said
to Mary, his mother, “Behold, this
child is appointed for the falling

* 2:11 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ✡ 2:23 Exodus 13:2,12 ✡ 2:24 Leviticus 12:8
† 2:26 “Christ” (Greek) and “Messiah” (Hebrew) bothmean “Anointed One”
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and the rising of many in Israel,
and for a sign which is spoken
against. 35 Yes, a sword will pierce
through your own soul, that the
thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed.”

36 There was one Anna, a
prophetess, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher
(she was of a great age, having
lived with a husband seven years
from her virginity, 37 and she had
been a widow for about eighty-
four years), who didn’t depart
from the temple, worshiping with
fastings and petitions night and
day. 38 Coming up at that very
hour, she gave thanks to the Lord,
and spoke of him to all those who
were looking for redemption in
Jerusalem.

39When they had accomplished
all things that were according to
the law of the Lord, they returned
into Galilee, to their own city,
Nazareth. 40 The child was grow-
ing, and was becoming strong in
spirit, being filled with wisdom,
and the grace of God was upon
him.

41 His parents went every
year to Jerusalem at the feast of
the Passover. 42 When he was
twelve years old, they went up to
Jerusalem according to the custom
of the feast; 43 and when they had
fulfilled the days, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem. Joseph and
his mother didn’t know it, 44 but
supposing him to be in the com-
pany, they went a day’s journey;
and they looked for him among
their relatives and acquaintances.
45When they didn’t find him, they
returned to Jerusalem, looking
for him. 46 After three days they
found him in the temple, sitting in
the middle of the teachers, both
listening to them and asking them

questions. 47 All who heard him
were amazed at his understanding
and his answers. 48 When they
saw him, they were astonished;
and his mother said to him, “Son,
why have you treated us this way?
Behold, your father and I were
anxiously looking for you.”

49 He said to them, “Why were
you looking for me? Didn’t
you know that I must be in my
Father’s house?” 50 They didn’t
understand the saying which he
spoke to them. 51 And he went
down with them and came to
Nazareth. He was subject to them,
and his mother kept all these
sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus
increased in wisdom and stature,
and in favor with God andmen.

3
1Now in the fifteenth year of the

reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius
Pilatebeinggovernorof Judea, and
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee,
and his brother Philip tetrarch of
the regionof IturaeaandTrachoni-
tis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abi-
lene, 2 during the high priesthood
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word
of God came to John, the son of
Zacharias, in the wilderness. 3He
came into all the regionaround the
Jordan, preaching the baptism of
repentance for remission of sins.
4As it is written in the book of the
words of Isaiah the prophet,
“The voice of one crying in the

wilderness,
‘Make ready the way of the
Lord.

Make his paths straight.
5Every valley will be filled.

Every mountain and hill will be
brought low.

The crooked will become
straight,

and the rough ways smooth.
6 All flesh will see God’s salva-

tion.’ ”✡
✡ 3:6 Isaiah 40:3-5
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7He said therefore to the multi-
tudes who went out to be baptized
by him, “You offspring of vipers,
who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? 8 Therefore pro-
duce fruits worthy of repentance,
anddon’t begin to say amongyour-
selves, ‘We have Abraham for our
father;’ for I tell you that God is
able to raise up children to Abra-
hamfromthese stones! 9Evennow
the ax also lies at the root of the
trees. Every tree therefore that
doesn’t produce good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.”

10 The multitudes asked him,
“What thenmust we do?”

11 He answered them, “He who
has two coats, let him give to him
whohasnone. Hewhohas food, let
him do likewise.”

12 Tax collectors also came to be
baptized, and they said to him,
“Teacher, what must we do?”

13 He said to them, “Collect no
more than that which is appointed
to you.”

14 Soldiers also asked him, say-
ing, “What about us? What must
we do?”
He said to them, “Extort from

no one by violence, neither accuse
anyone wrongfully. Be content
with your wages.”

15As the people were in expecta-
tion, and all men reasoned in their
hearts concerning John, whether
perhaps he was the Christ, 16 John
answered them all, “I indeed bap-
tize you with water, but he comes
who is mightier than I, the strap of
whose sandals I am not worthy to
loosen. He will baptize you in the
HolySpirit andfire. 17Hiswinnow-
ing fan is in his hand, and he will
thoroughly cleanse his threshing
floor, and will gather the wheat
into his barn; but he will burn up
the chaffwith unquenchable fire.”

18 Then with many other exhor-
tations he preached good news
to the people, 19 but Herod the
tetrarch,* being reproved by him
for Herodias, his brother’s† wife,
and for all the evil things which
Herod had done, 20 added this also
to them all, that he shut up John in
prison.

21Nowwhen all the people were
baptized, Jesus also had been bap-
tized and was praying. The sky
was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit
descended in a bodily form like a
dove on him; and a voice came
out of the sky, saying “You are my
beloved Son. In you I am well
pleased.”

23 Jesus himself, when he began
to teach, was about thirty years
old, being the son (as was sup-
posed) of Joseph, the son of Heli,
24 the son of Matthat, the son of
Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of
Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 the son
of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the
son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the
son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath,
the son of Mattathias, the son of
Semein, the son of Joseph, the son
of Judah, 27 the son of Joanan, the
son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubba-
bel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of
Neri, 28 the sonofMelchi, the sonof
Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of
Elmodam, the son of Er, 29 the son
of Jose, the son of Eliezer, the son
of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the
son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon,
the son of Judah, the son of Joseph,
the son of Jonan, the son of Eli-
akim, 31 the son of Melea, the son
of Menan, the son of Mattatha, the
son of Nathan, the son of David,
32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed,
the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon,
the son of Nahshon, 33 the son of
Amminadab, the son of Aram,‡ the

* 3:19 a tetrarch is one of four governors of a province † 3:19 TR reads “brother Philip’s”
instead of “brother’s” ‡ 3:33 NU reads “Admin, the son of Arni” instead of “Aram”
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son ofHezron, the son of Perez, the
son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob,
the son of Isaac, the son of Abra-
ham, the son of Terah, the son of
Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son
of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son
of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the
sonofCainan, the sonofArphaxad,
the son of Shem, the son of Noah,
the son of Lamech, 37 the son of
Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the
son of Jared, the son ofMahalaleel,
the son of Cainan, 38 the son of
Enos, the son of Seth, the son of
Adam, the son of God.

4
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit,

returned from the Jordan and was
ledby theSpirit into thewilderness
2 for forty days, being tempted by
the devil. He ate nothing in those
days. Afterward, when they were
completed, he was hungry.

3 The devil said to him, “If you
are the Son of God, command this
stone to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered him, saying, “It
is written, ‘Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word
of God.’ ”✡

5 The devil, leading him up on
a high mountain, showed him all
the kingdoms of theworld in amo-
ment of time. 6 The devil said to
him, “I will give you all this au-
thority and their glory, for it has
been delivered to me, and I give
it to whomever I want. 7 If you
therefore will worship before me,
it will all be yours.”

8 Jesus answered him, “Get be-
hind me, Satan! For it is writ-
ten, ‘You shall worship the Lord
your God, and you shall serve
him only.’ ”✡

9He led him to Jerusalemand set
him on the pinnacle of the temple,
and said to him, “If you are the Son

of God, cast yourself down from
here, 10 for it is written,
‘He will put his angels in charge of

you, to guard you;’
11and,

‘On their hands they will bear you
up,

lest perhaps you dash your
foot against a stone.’ ”✡

12 Jesus answering, said to him,
“It has been said, ‘You shall not
tempt the Lord your God.’ ”✡

13When the devil had completed
every temptation, he departed
from him until another time.

14 Jesus returned in the power
of the Spirit into Galilee, and news
about him spread through all the
surrounding area. 15He taught in
their synagogues, being glorified
by all.

16 He came to Nazareth, where
he had been brought up. He en-
tered, as was his custom, into the
synagogue on the Sabbathday, and
stood up to read. 17The book of the
prophet Isaiahwas handed to him.
He opened the book, and found the
place where it was written,
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on

me,
because he has anointedme
to preach good news to
the poor.

He has sent me to heal the bro-
ken hearted,*

to proclaim release to the
captives,

recovering of sight to the
blind,

to deliver those who are
crushed,

19 and to proclaim the
acceptable year of the
Lord.”✡

20 He closed the book, gave it
back to the attendant, and sat
down. The eyes of all in the syna-
gogue were fastened on him. 21He
began to tell them, “Today, this

✡ 4:4 Deuteronomy 8:3 ✡ 4:8 Deuteronomy 6:13 ✡ 4:11 Psalm 91:11-12 ✡ 4:12
Deuteronomy 6:16 * 4:18 NU omits “to heal the broken hearted” ✡ 4:19 Isaiah 61:1-2
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Scripture has been fulfilled in
your hearing.”

22 All testified about him and
wondered at the gracious words
which proceeded out of hismouth;
and they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s
son?”

23 He said to them, “Doubtless
you will tell me this proverb,
‘Physician, heal yourself! What-
ever we have heard done at Ca-
pernaum, do also here in your
hometown.’ ” 24 He said, “Most
certainly I tell you, no prophet
is acceptable in his hometown.
25 But truly I tell you, there
were many widows in Israel in
the days of Elijah, when the sky
was shut up three years and six
months, when a great famine
came over all the land. 26Elijah
was sent to none of them, ex-
cept to Zarephath, in the land
of Sidon, to a woman who was a
widow. 27Thereweremany lep-
ers in Israel in the timeofElisha
theprophet, yet not oneof them
was cleansed, except Naaman,
the Syrian.”

28Theywere all filledwithwrath
in the synagogue as they heard
these things. 29 They rose up,
threw him out of the city, and led
him to the brow of the hill that
their city was built on, that they
might throwhimoff the cliff. 30But
he, passing through the middle of
them, went his way.

31He came down to Capernaum,
a city of Galilee. He was teaching
them on the Sabbath day, 32 and
they were astonished at his teach-
ing, for his word was with author-
ity. 33 In the synagogue therewas a
manwhohada spirit of anunclean
demon; and he cried out with a
loud voice, 34 saying, “Ah! what
have we to do with you, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to de-
stroy us? I know who you are: the
Holy One of God!”

35 Jesus rebukedhim, saying, “Be
silent and come out of him!”
When the demon had thrown him
down in the middle of them, he
came out of him, having done him
no harm.

36 Amazement came on all and
they spoke together, one with an-
other, saying, “What is this word?
For with authority and power he
commands theuncleanspirits, and
they comeout!” 37Newsabout him
went out into every place of the
surrounding region.

38Heroseup fromthesynagogue
andentered into Simon’shouse. Si-
mon’s mother-in-law was afflicted
with a great fever, and they begged
him to help her. 39 He stood over
her and rebuked the fever, and it
left her. Immediately she rose up
and served them. 40When the sun
was setting, all those who had any
sick with various diseases brought
them to him; and he laid his hands
on every one of them, and healed
them. 41Demons also came out of
many, crying out and saying, “You
are the Christ, the Son of God!” Re-
buking them, he didn’t allow them
to speak, because they knew that
he was the Christ.

42When it was day, he departed
and went into an uninhabited
place and the multitudes looked
for him, and came to him, and held
on to him, so that he wouldn’t go
away from them. 43 But he said to
them, “I must preach the good
news of God’s Kingdom to the
othercitiesalso. For this reason
I have been sent.” 44 He was
preaching in the synagogues of
Galilee.

5
1 Now while the multitude

pressed on him and heard the
word of God, he was standing by
the lake of Gennesaret. 2 He saw
two boats standing by the lake,
but the fishermen had gone out
of them and were washing their
nets. 3 He entered into one of the
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boats, which was Simon’s, and
asked him to put out a little from
the land. He sat down and taught
themultitudes from the boat.

4 When he had finished speak-
ing, he said toSimon, “Putout into
the deep and let down your nets
for a catch.”

5 Simon answered him, “Master,
we worked all night and caught
nothing; but at your word I will
let down the net.” 6 When they
had done this, they caught a great
multitude of fish, and their net
was breaking. 7 They beckoned to
their partners in the other boat,
that they should come and help
them. They came and filled both
boats, so that they began to sink.
8 But Simon Peter, when he saw
it, fell down at Jesus’ knees, say-
ing, “Depart from me, for I am a
sinful man, Lord.” 9 For he was
amazed, and all who were with
him, at the catch of fishwhich they
had caught; 10 and so also were
James and John, sons of Zebedee,
who were partners with Simon.
Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be

afraid. Fromnow on youwill be
catching people alive.”

11When they had brought their
boats to land, they left everything,
and followed him.

12 While he was in one of the
cities, behold, there was aman full
of leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he
fell on his face and begged him,
saying, “Lord, if you want to, you
canmakeme clean.”

13He stretched out his hand and
touched him, saying, “I want to.
Bemade clean.”
Immediately the leprosy left

him. 14He commanded him to tell
no one, “But go your way and
show yourself to the priest, and
offer for your cleansing accord-
ing to what Moses commanded,
for a testimony to them.”

15But the report concerning him
spreadmuchmore, and greatmul-
titudes came together to hear and
to be healed by him of their infir-
mities. 16But he withdrew himself
into the desert and prayed.

17 On one of those days, he
was teaching; and there were
Pharisees and teachers of the law
sitting by who had come out of
every village of Galilee, Judea,
and Jerusalem. The power of
the Lord was with him to heal
them. 18 Behold, men brought a
paralyzed man on a cot, and they
sought to bring him in to lay before
Jesus. 19Not finding a way to bring
him in because of the multitude,
they went up to the housetop and
let himdown through the tileswith
his cot into themiddlebefore Jesus.
20Seeing their faith, he said to him,
“Man, your sins are forgiven
you.”

21 The scribes and the Pharisees
began to reason, saying, “Who
is this who speaks blasphemies?
Who can forgive sins, but God
alone?”

22 But Jesus, perceiving their
thoughts, answered them, “Why
are you reasoning so in your
hearts? 23 Which is easier
to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven
you,’ or to say, ‘Arise andwalk?’
24 But that you may know that
the Son ofMan has authority on
earth to forgive sins,” he said
to the paralyzed man, “I tell you,
arise, takeupyourcot, andgo to
your house.”

25 Immediately he roseupbefore
them, and took up that which
he was laying on, and departed
to his house, glorifying God.
26 Amazement took hold on all,
and they glorified God. They were
filled with fear, saying, “We have
seen strange things today.”

27After these things he went out
and sawa tax collector namedLevi
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sitting at the tax office, and said to
him, “Followme!”

28 He left everything, and rose
up and followed him. 29 Levi
made a great feast for him in his
house. There was a great crowd
of tax collectors and others who
were reclining with them. 30Their
scribes and the Pharisees mur-
mured against his disciples, say-
ing, “Why do you eat and drink
with the tax collectors and sin-
ners?”

31 Jesus answered them, “Those
who are healthy have no need
for a physician, but those who
aresickdo. 32Ihavenotcometo
call the righteous, but sinners,
to repentance.”

33 They said to him, “Why do
John’s disciples often fast and
pray, likewise also the disciples of
the Pharisees, but yours eat and
drink?”

34 He said to them, “Can you
make the friends of the bride-
groom fast while the bride-
groom is with them? 35 But
the days will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away
from them. Then they will fast
in those days.”

36He also told a parable to them.
“No one puts a piece from a new
garment on an old garment, or
else he will tear the new, and
also the piece from the newwill
not match the old. 37 No
one puts newwine into oldwine
skins, or else the new wine will
burst the skins, and it will be
spilled and the skins will be de-
stroyed. 38 But new wine must
beput into freshwineskins, and
both are preserved. 39No man
having drunk old wine immedi-
ately desires new, for he says,
‘The old is better.’ ”

6
1Now on the second Sabbath af-

ter the first, he was going through
the grain fields. His disciples

plucked the heads of grain and ate,
rubbing them in their hands. 2But
some of the Pharisees said to them,
“Why do you do that which is not
lawful to do on the Sabbath day?”

3 Jesus, answering them, said,
“Haven’t you read what David
did when he was hungry, he
and those who were with him,
4 how he entered into God’s
house, and took and ate the
show bread, and gave also to
thosewhowerewithhim,which
is not lawful to eat except for
the priests alone?” 5 He said to
them, “The Son of Man is lord of
the Sabbath.”

6 It also happened on another
Sabbath that he entered into the
synagogue and taught. There was
a man there, and his right hand
was withered. 7 The scribes and
the Pharisees watched him, to see
whether hewould heal on the Sab-
bath, that they might find an accu-
sation against him. 8 But he knew
their thoughts; and he said to the
man who had the withered hand,
“Rise up and stand in the mid-
dle.” He arose and stood. 9 Then
Jesus said to them, “I will ask you
something: Is it lawful on the
Sabbath to do good, or to do
harm? To save a life, or to kill?”
10 He looked around at them all,
and said to the man, “Stretch out
your hand.” He did, and his hand
was restored as sound as the other.
11 But they were filled with rage,
and talkedwith one another about
what theymight do to Jesus.

12 In these days, he went out to
the mountain to pray, and he con-
tinued all night in prayer to God.
13 When it was day, he called his
disciples, and from them he chose
twelve, whom he also named
apostles: 14 Simon, whom he also
named Peter; Andrew, his brother;
James; John; Philip; Bartholomew;
15 Matthew; Thomas; James the
son of Alphaeus; Simon who was



Luke 6:16 81 Luke 6:38

called the Zealot; 16 Judas the son
of James; and Judas Iscariot, who
also became a traitor.

17He came down with them and
stoodona level place,witha crowd
of his disciples and a great num-
ber of the people from all Judea
and Jerusalem and the sea coast
of Tyre and Sidon, who came to
hear him and to be healed of their
diseases, 18 as well as those who
were troubled by unclean spirits;
and they were being healed. 19All
themultitude sought to touch him,
for power came out of him and
healed them all.

20He lifted up his eyes to his dis-
ciples, and said:
“Blessed are youwho are poor,

for God’s Kingdom is yours.
21 Blessed are you who hunger

now,
for youwill be filled.

Blessed are youwhoweep now,
for youwill laugh.

22 Blessed are you when men
hate you, and when they
exclude and mock you,
and throw out your name
as evil, for the Son of
Man’s sake.

23 Rejoice in that day and
leap for joy, for behold,
your reward is great in
heaven, for their fathers
did the same thing to the
prophets.

24 “But woe to youwho are rich!
For you have received your
consolation.

25Woe to you, you who are full
now,

for youwill be hungry.
Woe to youwho laugh now,

for you will mourn and
weep.

26 Woe,* when† men speak well
of you,

for their fathers did the
same thing to the false
prophets.

27 “But I tell you who hear:
love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, 28 bless
those who curse you, and pray
for those who mistreat you.
29To himwho strikes you on the
cheek, offer also the other; and
from him who takes away your
cloak, don’t withhold your coat
also. 30 Give to everyone who
asks you, anddon’t ask himwho
takes away your goods to give
them back again.

31“As youwould like people to
do toyou, doexactly so to them.

32 “If you love those who love
you, what credit is that to you?
For even sinners love thosewho
love them. 33 If you do good to
those who do good to you, what
credit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same. 34 If you
lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what credit is
that to you? Even sinners lend
to sinners, to receive back as
much. 35But loveyourenemies,
and do good, and lend, expect-
ing nothing back; and your re-
ward will be great, and you will
bechildrenof theMostHigh; for
he is kind toward the unthank-
ful and evil.
36 “Therefore bemerciful,

even as your Father is also
merciful.

37Don’t judge,
and youwon’t be judged.

Don’t condemn,
and you won’t be con-
demned.

Set free,
and youwill be set free.

38 “Give, and it will be given
to you: good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, and
running over, will be given

* 6:26 TR adds “to you” † 6:26 TR adds “all” ‡ 6:38 literally, into your bosom.
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to you.‡ For with the same
measure you measure it will be
measured back to you.”

39 He spoke a parable to them.
“Can the blind guide the blind?
Won’t they both fall into a pit?
40 A disciple is not above his
teacher, but everyone when he
is fully trained will be like his
teacher. 41 Why do you see
the speck of chaff that is in your
brother’s eye, but don’t con-
sider the beam that is in your
own eye? 42 Or how can you
tell your brother, ‘Brother, let
me remove the speck of chaff
that is in your eye,’ when you
yourself don’t see thebeamthat
is in your own eye? You hyp-
ocrite! First remove the beam
from your own eye, and then
you can see clearly to remove
the speck of chaff that is in your
brother’s eye.

43 “For there is no good tree
that produces rotten fruit,
nor again a rotten tree that
produces good fruit. 44 For
each tree is known by its own
fruit. For people don’t gather
figs from thorns, nor do they
gather grapes from a bramble
bush. 45 The good man out of
the good treasure of his heart
brings out that which is good,
and the evil man out of the evil
treasure of his heart brings out
that which is evil, for out of
the abundance of the heart, his
mouth speaks.

46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ and don’t do the things
which I say? 47 Everyone
who comes to me, and hears
my words and does them, I will
show you who he is like. 48He
is like a man building a house,
who dug and went deep and
laid a foundation on the rock.
When a flood arose, the stream
broke against that house, and

could not shake it, because it
was founded on the rock. 49But
he who hears and doesn’t do, is
like a man who built a house on
the earth without a foundation,
againstwhich thestreambroke,
and immediately it fell; and the
ruin of that house was great.”

7
1After he had finished speaking

in the hearing of the people, he
entered into Capernaum. 2 A cer-
tain centurion’s servant, who was
dear to him, was sick and at the
point of death. 3 When he heard
about Jesus, he sent to him elders
of the Jews, asking him to come
and save his servant. 4When they
came to Jesus, they begged him
earnestly, saying, “He isworthy for
you to do this for him, 5 for he
loves our nation, and he built our
synagogue for us.” 6 Jesus went
with them. When he was now not
far from the house, the centurion
sent friends to him, saying to him,
“Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for
I am not worthy for you to come
undermy roof. 7Therefore I didn’t
even think myself worthy to come
to you; but say the word, and my
servant will be healed. 8 For I also
am a man placed under authority,
having undermyself soldiers. I tell
this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes; and
to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes;
and tomy servant, ‘Do this,’ and he
does it.”

9When Jesus heard these things,
he marveled at him, and turned
and said to the multitude who fol-
lowed him, “I tell you, I have not
found such great faith, no, not
in Israel.” 10Thosewhowere sent,
returning to the house, found that
the servantwho had been sickwas
well.

11 Soon afterwards, he went to a
city called Nain. Many of his disci-
ples, along with a great multitude,
went with him. 12 Now when he
came near to the gate of the city,
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behold, one who was dead was
carried out, the only born* son of
his mother, and she was a widow.
Many people of the city were with
her. 13When the Lord saw her, he
had compassion on her and said
to her, “Don’t cry.” 14 He came
near and touched the coffin, and
the bearers stood still. He said,
“Young man, I tell you, arise!”
15 He who was dead sat up and
began to speak. Then he gave him
to his mother.

16 Fear took hold of all, and
they glorified God, saying, “A great
prophet has arisen among us!”
and, “God has visited his people!”
17 This report went out concerning
him in thewhole of Judeaand inall
the surrounding region.

18 The disciples of John told him
about all these things. 19 John, call-
ing to himself two of his disciples,
sent them to Jesus, saying, “Are you
the one who is coming, or should
we look for another?” 20 When
the men had come to him, they
said, “John the Baptizer has sent
us to you, saying, ‘Are you he who
comes, or should we look for an-
other?’ ”

21 In that hour he cured many
of diseases and plagues and evil
spirits; and to many who were
blind he gave sight. 22 Jesus an-
swered them, “Go and tell John
the things which you have seen
and heard: that the blind re-
ceive their sight, the lamewalk,
the lepersarecleansed, thedeaf
hear, the dead are raised up,
and the poor have good news
preached to them. 23 Blessed
is he who finds no occasion for
stumbling inme.”

24 When John’s messengers had
departed, he began to tell the mul-
titudes about John, “Whatdid you
go out into the wilderness to

see? Areed shakenby thewind?
25 But what did you go out to
see? A man clothed in soft
clothing? Behold, those who
are gorgeously dressed and live
delicately are in kings’ courts.
26 But what did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you,
andmuchmore than a prophet.
27 This is he of whom it is writ-
ten,
‘Behold, I send my messenger

before your face,
who will prepare your way
before you.’✡

28 “For I tell you, among those
who are born of women there is
not a greater prophet than John
the Baptizer; yet he who is least
in God’s Kingdom is greater
than he.”

29 When all the people and the
tax collectors heard this, they
declared God to be just, having
beenbaptizedwith John’s baptism.
30 But the Pharisees and the
lawyers rejected the counsel of
God, not being baptized by him
themselves.

31 † “To what then should I
compare the people of this gen-
eration? What are they like?
32They are like children who sit
in the marketplace and call to
one another, saying, ‘We piped
toyou, andyoudidn’tdance. We
mourned, and you didn’t weep.’
33 For John the Baptizer came
neither eating bread nor drink-
ing wine, and you say, ‘He has a
demon.’ 34 The Son of Man has
come eating and drinking, and
you say, ‘Behold, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friendof tax collec-
tors and sinners!’ 35Wisdom is
justified by all her children.”

36 One of the Pharisees invited
him to eat with him. He en-
tered into the Pharisee’s house and
sat at the table. 37 Behold, a

* 7:12 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes
translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. ✡ 7:27 Malachi 3:1 † 7:31 TR adds “But
the Lord said,”
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woman in the city who was a sin-
ner, when she knew that he was
reclining in the Pharisee’s house,
brought an alabaster jar of oint-
ment. 38Standingbehindathis feet
weeping, she began to wet his feet
withher tears, and shewiped them
with the hair of her head, kissed
his feet, and anointed them with
the ointment. 39 Now when the
Pharisee who had invited him saw
it, he said to himself, “This man,
if he were a prophet, would have
perceived who and what kind of
woman this is who touches him,
that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon,
I have something to tell you.”
He said, “Teacher, say on.”
41 “A certain lender had two

debtors. The one owed five
hundred denarii, and the other
fifty. 42When they couldn’t pay,
he forgave them both. Which
of them therefore will love him
most?”

43 Simon answered, “He, I sup-
pose, to whom he forgave the
most.”
He said to him, “You have

judged correctly.” 44 Turning to
the woman, he said to Simon, “Do
you see this woman? I entered
into your house, and you gave
menowater formy feet, but she
has wet my feet with her tears,
andwiped themwith the hair of
her head. 45 You gave me no
kiss, but she, since the time I
came in, has not ceased to kiss
my feet. 46 You didn’t anoint
my head with oil, but she has
anointedmyfeetwithointment.
47 Therefore I tell you, her sins,
which are many, are forgiven,
for she loved much. But one to
whom little is forgiven, loves
little.” 48 He said to her, “Your
sins are forgiven.”

49Thosewho sat at the tablewith
him began to say to themselves,

“Who is this who even forgives
sins?”

50He said to the woman, “Your
faith has saved you. Go in
peace.”

8
1 Soon afterwards, he went

about through cities and villages,
preaching and bringing the good
news of God’s Kingdom. With
him were the twelve, 2 and certain
women who had been healed of
evil spirits and infirmities: Mary
who was called Magdalene, from
whomsevendemonshadgoneout;
3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuzas,
Herod’s steward; Susanna; and
many others who served them*
from their possessions. 4 When
a great multitude came together
and people from every city were
coming to him, he spoke by a
parable: 5 “The farmer went out
to sow his seed. As he sowed,
some fell along the road, and it
was trampled under foot, and
the birds of the sky devoured
it. 6 Other seed fell on the
rock, and as soon as it grew,
it withered away, because it
had no moisture. 7 Other
fell amid the thorns, and the
thorns grew with it and choked
it. 8 Other fell into the good
ground and grew and produced
one hundred times as much
fruit.” As he said these things, he
called out, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear!”

9 Then his disciples asked him,
“What does this parable mean?”

10 He said, “To you it is given
to know the mysteries of God’s
Kingdom, but to the rest it is
given in parables, that ‘seeing
they may not see, and hearing
theymay not understand.’✡

11 “Now the parable is this:
The seed is the word of God.
12 Those along the road are

* 8:3 TR reads “him” instead of “them” ✡ 8:10 Isaiah 6:9
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those who hear; then the devil
comes and takes away the word
from their heart, that they
may not believe and be saved.
13 Those on the rock are they
who, when they hear, receive
the word with joy; but these
have no root. They believe for a
while, then fall away in time of
temptation. 14What fell among
the thorns, these are those who
have heard, and as they go on
their way they are choked with
cares, riches, and pleasures of
life; and they bring no fruit to
maturity. 15 Those in the good
ground, these are those who
with an honest and good heart,
having heard the word, hold it
tightly, and produce fruit with
perseverance.

16 “No one, when he has lit a
lamp, covers it with a container
orputs itunderabed; butputs it
on a stand, that thosewho enter
inmay see the light. 17Fornoth-
ing is hidden that will not be
revealed, nor anything secret
thatwillnotbeknownandcome
to light. 18 Be careful there-
fore how you hear. For who-
ever has, to him will be given;
andwhoeverdoesn’thave, from
him will be taken away even
that which he thinks he has.”

19Hismother and brothers came
to him, and they could not come
near him for the crowd. 20 Some
people told him, “Yourmother and
your brothers stand outside, desir-
ing to see you.”

21 But he answered them, “My
mother and my brothers are
these who hear the word of God
and do it.”

22 Now on one of those days, he
entered into a boat, himself and
his disciples, and he said to them,
“Let’s go over to the other side
of the lake.” So they launched
out. 23 But as they sailed, he fell

asleep. A wind storm came down
on the lake, and they were taking
on dangerous amounts of water.
24 They came to him and awoke
him, saying, “Master, Master, we
aredying!” Heawokeand rebuked
the wind and the raging of the wa-
ter; then they ceased, and it was
calm.✡ 25He said to them, “Where
is your faith?” Being afraid, they
marveled, saying to one another,
“Who is this then, that he com-
mands even thewinds and thewa-
ter, and they obey him?”

26Then they arrived at the coun-
try of the Gadarenes, which is
opposite Galilee. 27 When Jesus
stepped ashore, a certain man out
of the city who had demons for a
long time met him. He wore no
clothes, and didn’t live in a house,
but in the tombs. 28When he saw
Jesus, he cried out and fell down
before him, and with a loud voice
said, “What do I have to do with
you, Jesus, you Son of the Most
HighGod? I beg you, don’t torment
me!” 29For Jesuswas commanding
the unclean spirit to come out of
the man. For the unclean spirit
had often seized the man. He was
kept under guard and bound with
chains and fetters. Breaking the
bonds apart, he was driven by the
demon into the desert.

30 Jesus asked him, “What is
your name?”
He said, “Legion,” for many

demons had entered into him.
31 They begged him that he would
not command them to go into the
abyss.

32 Now there was there a herd
ofmany pigs feeding on themoun-
tain, and they begged him that he
would allow them to enter into
those. Then he allowed them.
33Thedemons cameout of theman
and entered into the pigs, and the
herd rushed down the steep bank
into the lake and were drowned.

✡ 8:24 See Psalm 107:29
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34When thosewho fed them saw
what had happened, they fled and
told it in the city and in the country.

35 People went out to see what
had happened. They came to Jesus
and found the man from whom
the demons had gone out, sitting
at Jesus’ feet, clothed and in his
right mind; and they were afraid.
36Those who saw it told them how
he who had been possessed by
demons was healed. 37 All the
people of the surrounding coun-
try of the Gadarenes asked him to
depart from them, for they were
verymuchafraid. Thenhe entered
into the boat and returned. 38 But
the man from whom the demons
had gone out begged him that he
might go with him, but Jesus sent
him away, saying, 39 “Return to
your house, and declare what
great things God has done for
you.” He went his way, proclaim-
ing throughout thewhole citywhat
great things Jesus had done for
him.

40 When Jesus returned, the
multitude welcomed him, for they
were allwaiting for him. 41Behold,
a man named Jairus came. He was
a ruler of the synagogue. He fell
down at Jesus’ feet and begged
him to come into his house, 42 for
he had an only born† daughter,
about twelve years of age, and
she was dying. But as he went,
the multitudes pressed against
him. 43 A woman who had a
flow of blood for twelve years,
who had spent all her living on
physicians and couldnot behealed
by any, 44 came behind him and
touched the fringe‡ of his cloak.
Immediately the flow of her blood
stopped.

45 Jesus said, “Who touched
me?”

When all denied it, Peter and
those with him said, “Master, the
multitudes press and jostle you,
and you say, ‘Who touchedme?’”

46 But Jesus said, “Someone
did touch me, for I perceived
that power has gone out of
me.” 47 When the woman saw
that she was not hidden, she
came trembling; and falling down
before him declared to him in
the presence of all the people
the reason why she had touched
him, and how she was healed
immediately. 48 He said to her,
“Daughter, cheer up. Your
faith has made you well. Go in
peace.”

49While he still spoke, one from
the ruler of the synagogue’s house
came, saying to him, “Your daugh-
ter is dead. Don’t trouble the
Teacher.”

50But Jesus hearing it, answered
him, “Don’t be afraid. Only be-
lieve, and she will be healed.”

51 When he came to the house,
he didn’t allow anyone to enter in,
except Peter, John, James, the fa-
ther of the child, and her mother.
52All were weeping andmourning
her, but he said, “Don’t weep. She
isn’t dead, but sleeping.”

53 They were ridiculing him,
knowing that she was dead. 54But
he put them all outside, and
taking her by the hand, he called,
saying, “Child, arise!” 55 Her
spirit returned, and she rose up
immediately. He commanded that
something be given to her to eat.
56 Her parents were amazed, but
he commanded them to tell no one
what had been done.

9
1He called the twelve* together

and gave them power and author-
ity over all demons, and to cure

† 8:42 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes
translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. ‡ 8:44 or, tassel * 9:1 TR reads “his twelve
disciples” instead of “the twelve”
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diseases. 2 He sent them out to
preach God’s Kingdom and to heal
the sick. 3He said to them, “Take
nothing for your journey —no
staffs, nor wallet, nor bread,
nor money. Don’t have two tu-
nics each. 4 Into whatever
house you enter, stay there, and
depart from there. 5 As many
as don’t receive you, when you
depart from that city, shake off
even the dust fromyour feet for
a testimony against them.”

6 They departed and went
throughout the villages, preaching
the Good News and healing every-
where.

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard
of all that was done by him; and he
wasveryperplexed, because itwas
said by some that John had risen
from the dead, 8 and by some that
Elijah had appeared, and by others
that one of the old prophets had
risen again. 9 Herod said, “I be-
headed John, but who is this about
whom I hear such things?” He
sought to see him.

10 The apostles, when they had
returned, told him what things
they had done.
He took them and withdrew

apart to a desert region of† a
city called Bethsaida. 11 But the
multitudes, perceiving it, followed
him. He welcomed them, spoke
to them of God’s Kingdom, and he
cured those who needed healing.
12 The day began to wear away;
and the twelve came and said
to him, “Send the multitude
away, that they may go into the
surrounding villages and farms
and lodge and get food, for we are
here in a deserted place.”

13But he said to them, “You give
them something to eat.”
They said, “We have no more

than five loaves and two fish, un-
less we should go and buy food for

all these people.” 14 For they were
about five thousandmen.
He said to his disciples, “Make

them sit down in groups of
about fifty each.” 15 They did
so, and made them all sit down.
16 He took the five loaves and the
two fish, and looking up to the sky,
he blessed them, broke them, and
gave them to the disciples to set
before the multitude. 17 They ate
and were all filled. They gathered
up twelve baskets of broken pieces
that were left over.

18 As he was praying alone, the
disciples were near him, and he
asked them, “Who do the multi-
tudes say that I am?”

19 They answered, “ ‘John the
Baptizer,’ but others say, ‘Elijah,’
and others, that one of the old
prophets has risen again.”

20He said to them, “But who do
you say that I am?”
Peter answered, “The Christ of

God.”
21 But he warned them and

commanded them to tell this to
no one, 22 saying, “The Son of
Man must suffer many things,
and be rejected by the elders,
chief priests, and scribes, and
be killed, and the third day be
raised up.”

23He said to all, “If anyone de-
sires to come after me, let him
denyhimself, takeuphis cross,‡
and follow me. 24 For whoever
desires to save his life will lose
it, but whoever will lose his life
for my sake will save it. 25 For
what does it profit a man if he
gains thewholeworld, and loses
or forfeits his own self? 26 For
whoever will be ashamed of me
and ofmywords, of himwill the
Son of Man be ashamed when
he comes in his glory, and the
glory of the Father, and of the
holy angels. 27But I tell you the
truth: There are some of those

† 9:10 NU omits “a desert region of”. ‡ 9:23 TR, NU add “daily”



Luke 9:28 88 Luke 9:52

who stand here who will in no
way taste of death until they see
God’s Kingdom.”

28 About eight days after these
sayings, he took with him Peter,
John, and James, andwent up onto
the mountain to pray. 29 As he
was praying, the appearance of his
face was altered, and his cloth-
ing became white and dazzling.
30 Behold, two men were talking
with him, who were Moses and
Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory
and spokeofhis departure,§which
he was about to accomplish at
Jerusalem.

32NowPeterand thosewhowere
with him were heavy with sleep,
but when they were fully awake,
they saw his glory, and the two
men who stood with him. 33 As
they were parting from him, Peter
said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for
us to be here. Let’s make three
tents: one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah,” not knowing
what he said.

34 While he said these things,
a cloud came and overshadowed
them, and theywere afraid as they
entered into the cloud. 35 A voice
cameout of the cloud, saying, “This
is my beloved Son. Listen to him!”
36When the voice came, Jesus was
found alone. Theywere silent, and
told no one in those days any of the
things which they had seen.

37 On the next day, when they
had come down from the moun-
tain, a great multitude met him.
38 Behold, a man from the crowd
called out, saying, “Teacher, I beg
you to look at my son, for he is
my only born* child. 39 Behold, a
spirit takes him, he suddenly cries
out, and it convulses him so that he
foams; and it hardly departs from
him, bruising him severely. 40 I

begged your disciples to cast it out,
and they couldn’t.”

41 Jesus answered, “Faithless
and perverse generation, how
long shall I bewith youandbear
with you? Bring your son here.”

42While he was still coming, the
demon threw him down and con-
vulsed him violently. But Jesus
rebuked the unclean spirit, healed
the boy, and gave him back to his
father. 43 They were all astonished
at themajesty of God.
But while all were marveling at

all the things which Jesus did, he
said to his disciples, 44 “Let these
words sink into your ears, for
the Son ofManwill be delivered
up into the hands ofmen.” 45But
they didn’t understand this saying.
It was concealed from them, that
they should not perceive it, and
they were afraid to ask him about
this saying.

46 An argument arose among
them about which of themwas the
greatest. 47 Jesus, perceiving the
reasoning of their hearts, took a
little child, and set him by his side,
48 and said to them, “Whoever
receives this little child in my
name receivesme. Whoever re-
ceivesmereceiveshimwhosent
me. For whoever is least among
you all, this one will be great.”

49 John answered, “Master, we
saw someone casting out demons
inyourname, andwe forbadehim,
because hedoesn’t followwithus.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Don’t
forbid him, for he who is not
against us is for us.”

51 It came to pass, when the days
were near that he should be taken
up, he intently set his face to go to
Jerusalem 52 and sent messengers
before his face. They went and
entered into a village of the Samar-
itans, so as to prepare for him.

§ 9:31 literally, “exodus” * 9:38 The phrase “only born” is from the Greekword “μονογενη”,
which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
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53Theydidn’t receivehim, because
he was traveling with his face set
toward Jerusalem. 54Whenhis dis-
ciples, James and John, saw this,
they said, “Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from
the sky and destroy them, just as
Elijah did?”

55 But he turned and rebuked
them, “You don’t know of what
kind of spirit you are. 56 For
the Son of Man didn’t come to
destroy men’s lives, but to save
them.”
They went to another village.

57 As they went on the way, a cer-
tainman said to him, “Iwant to fol-
low youwherever you go, Lord.”

58 Jesus said to him, “The foxes
have holes and the birds of the
sky have nests, but the Son of
Man has no place to lay his
head.”

59 He said to another, “Follow
me!”
But he said, “Lord, allowme first

to go and burymy father.”
60 But Jesus said to him, “Leave

thedeadtoburytheirowndead,
but you go and announce God’s
Kingdom.”

61 Another also said, “I want to
followyou, Lord, but first allowme
to say good-bye to thosewho are at
my house.”

62But Jesus said to him, “Noone,
having put his hand to the plow
and looking back, is fit forGod’s
Kingdom.”

10
1 Now after these things, the

Lord also appointed seventy oth-
ers, and sent them two by two
ahead of him* into every city and
placewhere hewas about to come.
2 Then he said to them, “The har-
vest is indeed plentiful, but the
laborers are few. Pray there-
fore to the Lord of the harvest,
that he may send out laborers

into his harvest. 3 Go your
ways. Behold, I send you out as
lambs among wolves. 4 Carry
no purse, nor wallet, nor san-
dals. Greet no one on the way.
5 Into whatever house you en-
ter, first say, ‘Peace be to this
house.’ 6 If a son of peace is
there, your peace will rest on
him; but if not, it will return to
you. 7 Remain in that same
house, eating and drinking the
things they give, for the laborer
is worthy of his wages. Don’t go
from house to house. 8 Into
whatever city you enter and
they receive you, eat the things
that are set before you. 9Heal
the sick who are there and tell
them, ‘God’s Kingdom has come
near to you.’ 10 But into what-
ever city you enter and they
don’t receive you, go out into its
streets and say, 11 ‘Even thedust
from your city that clings to us,
we wipe off against you. Nev-
ertheless know this, that God’s
Kingdomhas come near to you.’
12 I tell you, itwill bemore toler-
able in that day for Sodom than
for that city.

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe
to you, Bethsaida! For if the
mighty works had been done
in Tyre and Sidon which were
done inyou, theywouldhave re-
pented long ago, sitting in sack-
cloth and ashes. 14 But it
will be more tolerable for Tyre
and Sidon in the judgment than
for you. 15 You, Capernaum,
who are exalted to heaven, will
be brought down to Hades. †
16Whoever listens to you listens
to me, and whoever rejects you
rejectsme. Whoever rejectsme
rejects himwho sentme.”

17The seventy returnedwith joy,
saying, “Lord, even thedemonsare

* 10:1 literally, “before his face” † 10:15 Hades is the lower realm of the dead, or Hell.
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subject to us in your name!”
18 He said to them, “I saw Sa-

tan having fallen like lightning
from heaven. 19 Behold, I give
you authority to tread on ser-
pents and scorpions, and over
all the power of the enemy.
Nothing will in any way hurt
you. 20 Nevertheless, don’t
rejoice in this, that the spirits
are subject to you, but rejoice
that your names are written in
heaven.”

21 In that same hour, Jesus re-
joiced in the Holy Spirit, and said,
“I thank you, O Father, Lord of
heavenandearth, that youhave
hidden these things from the
wiseandunderstanding, andre-
vealed them to little children.
Yes, Father, for so it was well-
pleasing in your sight.”

22 Turning to the disciples, he
said, “All things have been de-
livered to me by my Father. No
one knows who the Son is, ex-
cept the Father, and who the Fa-
ther is, except the Son, and he
to whomever the Son desires to
reveal him.”

23 Turning to the disciples, he
said privately, “Blessed are the
eyes which see the things that
you see, 24 for I tell you that
many prophets and kings de-
sired to see the thingswhichyou
see, and didn’t see them, and to
hear the things which you hear,
and didn’t hear them.”

25 Behold, a certain lawyer
stood up and tested him, saying,
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?”

26He said to him, “What is writ-
ten in the law? Howdo you read
it?”

27 He answered, “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all
your strength, and with all your

mind;✡ and your neighbor as your-
self.”✡

28He said to him, “You have an-
swered correctly. Do this, and
youwill live.”

29But he, desiring to justify him-
self, asked Jesus, “Who ismyneigh-
bor?”

30 Jesus answered, “A certain
man was going down from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and he
fell among robbers, who both
stripped him and beat him,
and departed, leaving him half
dead. 31 By chance a certain
priest was going down that way.
When he saw him, he passed
by on the other side. 32 In the
sameway a Levite also, whenhe
came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side.
33But a certain Samaritan, as he
traveled, came where he was.
Whenhesawhim,hewasmoved
with compassion, 34 came to
him, and bound up his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine. He set
him on his own animal, brought
him to an inn, and took care
of him. 35 On the next day,
when he departed, he took out
two denarii, gave them to the
host, and said to him, ‘Take care
of him. Whatever you spend
beyond that, I will repay you
when I return.’ 36Nowwhich of
these threedoyouthinkseemed
to be a neighbor to himwho fell
among the robbers?”

37 He said, “He who showed
mercy on him.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Go and

do likewise.”
38 As they went on their way, he

entered into a certain village, and
a certain woman named Martha
receivedhim intoher house. 39She
had a sister called Mary, who also
sat at Jesus’ feet and heard his
word. 40ButMarthawasdistracted
with much serving, and she came

✡ 10:27 Deuteronomy 6:5 ✡ 10:27 Leviticus 19:18
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up to him, and said, “Lord, don’t
you care that my sister left me to
serve alone? Ask her therefore to
help me.”

41 Jesus answered her, “Martha,
Martha, you are anxious and
troubled about many things,
42but one thing is needed. Mary
has chosen the good part, which
will not be taken away from
her.”

11
1When he finished praying in a

certain place, one of his disciples
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray,
just as John also taught his disci-
ples.”

2 He said to them, “When you
pray, say,
‘Our Father in heaven,

may your name be kept
holy.

May your Kingdom come.
May your will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven.

3 Give us day by day our daily
bread.

4Forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves also for-
give everyone who is in-
debted to us.

Bring us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil
one.’ ”

5 He said to them, “Which of
you, if you go to a friend at mid-
night and tell him, ‘Friend, lend
me three loaves of bread, 6 for
a friend of mine has come to
me from a journey, and I have
nothing to setbeforehim,’ 7and
he from within will answer and
say, ‘Don’t bother me. The door
isnowshut, andmychildrenare
with me in bed. I can’t get up
and give it to you’? 8 I tell
you, although he will not rise
and give it to him because he
is his friend, yet because of his
persistence, he will get up and
give him asmany as he needs.

9 “I tell you, keep asking, and
it will be given you. Keep seek-
ing, and you will find. Keep
knocking, and it will be opened
to you. 10 For everyone who
asks receives. He who seeks
finds. To himwho knocks it will
be opened.

11 “Which of you fathers, if
your son asks for bread, will
give him a stone? Or if he asks
for a fish, he won’t give him a
snake instead of a fish, will he?
12 Or if he asks for an egg, he
won’t give him a scorpion, will
he? 13 If you then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more
will your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him?”

14 He was casting out a demon,
and it was mute. When the de-
mon had gone out, the mute man
spoke; and the multitudes mar-
veled. 15 But some of them said,
“He casts out demons by Beelze-
bul, the prince of the demons.”
16Others, testing him, sought from
him a sign from heaven. 17 But
he, knowing their thoughts, said
to them, “Everykingdomdivided
against itself is brought to deso-
lation. A house divided against
itself falls. 18 If Satan also is di-
vided against himself, how will
his kingdom stand? For you say
that I castoutdemonsbyBeelze-
bul. 19But if I cast out demons
by Beelzebul, by whom do your
children cast them out? There-
fore they will be your judges.
20 But if I by God’s finger cast
out demons, then God’s King-
domhas come to you.

21 “When the strong man,
fully armed, guards his own
dwelling, his goods are safe.
22 But when someone stronger
attacks him and overcomes
him, he takes from him his
whole armor in which he
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trusted, and divides his plun-
der.

23 “He who is not with me is
against me. He who doesn’t
gather withme scatters.

24 The unclean spirit, when
he has gone out of the man,
passes throughdryplaces, seek-
ing rest; and finding none, he
says, ‘I will turn back to my
house from which I came out.’
25 When he returns, he finds it
swept and put in order. 26Then
he goes and takes seven other
spirits more evil than himself,
and they enter in and dwell
there. The last state of thatman
becomes worse than the first.”

27 It came topass, ashe said these
things, a certain woman out of the
multitude lifted up her voice and
said to him, “Blessed is the womb
that bore you, and the breasts
which nursed you!”

28Buthe said, “On thecontrary,
blessed are those who hear the
word of God, and keep it.”

29 When the multitudes were
gathering together to him, he be-
gan to say, “This is an evil gener-
ation. It seeks after a sign. No
sign will be given to it but the
signof Jonahtheprophet. 30For
even as Jonah became a sign to
the Ninevites, so the Son ofMan
will also be to this generation.
31 The Queen of the South will
rise up in the judgmentwith the
men of this generation and will
condemn them, for she came
from the ends of the earth to
hear the wisdom of Solomon;
and behold, one greater than
Solomon is here. 32 The men
of Nineveh will stand up in the
judgment with this generation,
and will condemn it, for they
repented at the preaching of
Jonah; and behold, one greater
than Jonah is here.

33 “No one, when he has lit a
lamp, puts it in a cellar orunder

a basket, but on a stand, that
those who come in may see the
light. 34 The lamp of the body
is the eye. Therefore when your
eye is good, your whole body
is also full of light; but when
it is evil, your body also is full
of darkness. 35 Therefore see
whether the light that is in you
isn’t darkness. 36 If there-
fore your whole body is full of
light, havingnopartdark, itwill
be wholly full of light, as when
the lamp with its bright shining
gives you light.”

37 Now as he spoke, a certain
Pharisee asked him to dine with
him. He went in and sat at the
table. 38 When the Pharisee saw
it, he marveled that he had not
first washed himself before din-
ner. 39 The Lord said to him,
“Now you Pharisees cleanse the
outside of the cup and of the
platter, but your inward part
is full of extortion and wicked-
ness. 40 You foolish ones,
didn’t he who made the outside
make the inside also? 41 But
give for gifts to the needy those
thingswhich arewithin, and be-
hold, all things will be clean to
you. 42 But woe to you Phar-
isees! For you tithe mint and
rue and every herb, but you by-
pass justice and God’s love. You
ought to have done these, and
not to have left the other un-
done. 43Woe to you Pharisees!
Foryou love thebest seats in the
synagogues and the greetings in
the marketplaces. 44 Woe to
you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! For you are like hidden
graves, and the men who walk
over them don’t know it.”

45 One of the lawyers answered
him, “Teacher, in saying this you
insult us also.”

46He said, “Woe to you lawyers
also! For you load men with
burdens that are difficult to
carry, and you yourselves won’t
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even lift one finger to help
carry those burdens. 47 Woe
to you! For you build the
tombsof theprophets, and your
fathers killed them. 48 So
you testify and consent to the
works of your fathers. For they
killed them, and you build their
tombs. 49 Therefore also the
wisdom of God said, ‘I will send
to them prophets and apostles;
and some of them they will kill
and persecute, 50 that the blood
of all the prophets, which was
shed from the foundation of the
world, may be required of this
generation, 51 from the blood of
Abel to the blood of Zachariah,
who perished between the altar
and the sanctuary.’ Yes, I tell
you, it will be required of this
generation. 52 Woe to you
lawyers! For you took away
the key of knowledge. You
didn’t enter in yourselves, and
thosewhowere entering in, you
hindered.”

53 As he said these things to
them, the scribesand thePharisees
began to be terribly angry, and
to draw many things out of him,
54 lying in wait for him, and seek-
ing to catch him in something he
might say, that they might accuse
him.

12
1 Meanwhile, when a multitude

of many thousands had gathered
together, so much so that they
trampled on each other, he be-
gan to tell his disciples first of
all, “Beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.
2 But there is nothing covered
up thatwill not be revealed, nor
hidden that will not be known.
3 Therefore whatever you have
said in the darkness will be
heard in the light. What you

have spoken in the ear in the
inner rooms will be proclaimed
on the housetops.

4 “I tell you, my friends, don’t
be afraid of those who kill the
body, and after that have no
more that they can do. 5 But I
will warn you whom you should
fear. Fear him who after he has
killed, has power to cast into
Gehenna.* Yes, I tell you, fear
him.

6 “Aren’t five sparrows sold
for two assaria coins†? Not one
of them is forgotten by God.
7But the very hairs of yourhead
areall counted. Thereforedon’t
beafraid. Youareofmorevalue
thanmany sparrows.

8 “I tell you, everyone who
confesses me before men, the
Son of Man will also confess be-
fore the angels of God; 9 but
he who denies me in the pres-
ence of men will be denied in
the presence of God’s angels.
10 Everyone who speaks a word
against the Son of Man will be
forgiven, but those who blas-
pheme against the Holy Spirit
will not be forgiven. 11 When
they bring you before the syna-
gogues, the rulers, and the au-
thorities, don’t be anxious how
orwhat youwill answer orwhat
you will say; 12 for the Holy
Spirit will teach you in that
same hour what youmust say.”

13 One of the multitude said to
him, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the inheritance withme.”

14 But he said to him, “Man,
who made me a judge or an ar-
bitrator over you?” 15 He said
to them, “Beware! Keep your-
selves from covetousness, for a
man’s life doesn’t consist of the
abundance of the things which
he possesses.”

* 12:5 or, Hell † 12:6 An assarion was a small copper coin worth about an hour’s wages for
an agricultural laborer.
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16 He spoke a parable to them,
saying, “The ground of a certain
richman produced abundantly.
17 He reasoned within himself,
saying, ‘What will I do, because
I don’t have room to store my
crops?’ 18He said, ‘This is what
I will do. I will pull down my
barns, build bigger ones, and
there I will store all my grain
and my goods. 19 I will tell
my soul, “Soul, you have many
goods laid up for many years.
Take your ease, eat, drink, and
bemerry.” ’

20 “But God said to him, ‘You
foolish one, tonight your soul
is required of you. The things
which you have prepared —
whose will they be?’ 21 So
is he who lays up treasure for
himself, and is not rich toward
God.”

22 He said to his disciples,
“Therefore I tell you, don’t be
anxious for your life, what you
will eat, nor yet for your body,
what you will wear. 23 Life is
more than food, and the body is
more thanclothing. 24Consider
the ravens: they don’t sow,
they don’t reap, they have no
warehouse or barn, and God
feeds them. How much more
valuable are you than birds!
25Whichofyoubybeinganxious
can add a cubit‡ to his height?
26 If then you aren’t able to do
even the least things, why are
you anxious about the rest?
27 Consider the lilies, how they
grow. They don’t toil, neither
do they spin; yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. 28But
if this is how God clothes the
grass in the field, which today
exists and tomorrow is cast into
the oven, how much more will

he clothe you, O you of little
faith?

29 “Don’t seek what you will
eat or what you will drink; nei-
ther be anxious. 30 For the
nations of the world seek after
all of these things, but your Fa-
ther knows that you need these
things. 31 But seek God’s King-
dom, and all these thingswill be
added to you.

32 “Don’t be afraid, little
flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the
Kingdom. 33 Sell what you
have and give gifts to the needy.
Make for yourselves purses
whichdon’t growold, a treasure
in the heavens that doesn’t fail,
where no thief approaches and
nomoth destroys. 34For where
your treasure is, therewill your
heart be also.

35 “Let your waist be dressed
and your lamps burning. 36 Be
likemenwatching for their lord
when he returns from the wed-
ding feast, that when he comes
and knocks, they may immedi-
ately open to him. 37 Blessed
are those servants whom the
lord will find watching when he
comes. Most certainly I tell
you that he will dress himself,
make them recline, and will
come and serve them. 38 They
will be blessed if he comes in
the second or third watch and
finds them so. 39 But know
this, that if the master of the
house had known in what hour
the thief was coming, he would
have watched and not allowed
his house to be broken into.
40 Therefore be ready also, for
the Son of Man is coming in
an hour that you don’t expect
him.”

41 Peter said to him, “Lord, are
you telling this parable to us, or to
everybody?”

‡ 12:25 A cubit is the length from the tip of the middle finger to the elbow on a man’s arm, or
about 18 inches or 46 centimeters.
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42 The Lord said, “Who then is
the faithful and wise steward,
whom his lord will set over his
household, to give them their
portion of food at the right
times? 43Blessed is that servant
whom his lord will find doing
so when he comes. 44 Truly
I tell you that he will set him
over all that he has. 45 But if
that servant says in his heart,
‘My lord delays his coming,’ and
begins to beat the menservants
and the maidservants, and
to eat and drink and to be
drunken, 46 then the lordof that
servant will come in a daywhen
he isn’t expecting him and in an
hour that he doesn’t know, and
will cut him in two, and place
his portion with the unfaithful.
47 That servant who knew his
lord’s will, and didn’t prepare
nor do what he wanted, will be
beatenwithmany stripes, 48but
he who didn’t know, and did
things worthy of stripes, will
be beaten with few stripes. To
whomevermuchisgiven, ofhim
will much be required; and to
whom much was entrusted, of
himmorewill be asked.

49 “I came to throw fire on the
earth. I wish it were already
kindled. 50 But I have a
baptism to be baptized with,
and how distressed I am until
it is accomplished! 51 Do you
think that I have come to give
peace in the earth? I tell you,
no, but rather division. 52 For
from now on, there will be five
in one house divided, three
against two, and two against
three. 53 They will be divided,
father against son, and son
against father; mother against
daughter, and daughter against
her mother; mother-in-law
against her daughter-in-law,

anddaughter-in-lawagainsther
mother-in-law.” ✡

54He said to the multitudes also,
“When you see a cloud rising
from thewest, immediately you
say, ‘A shower is coming,’ and
so it happens. 55When a south
wind blows, you say, ‘There will
be a scorching heat,’ and it hap-
pens. 56 You hypocrites! You
know how to interpret the ap-
pearance of the earth and the
sky, but how is it that you don’t
interpret this time?

57 “Why don’t you judge for
yourselves what is right? 58For
when you are going with your
adversary before the magis-
trate, try diligently on the way
to be released from him, lest
perhaps he drag you to the
judge, and the judge deliver you
to the officer, and the officer
throw you into prison. 59 I tell
you, you will by no means get
out of there until you have paid
the very last penny.§”

13
1 Now there were some present

at the same time who told him
about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mixed with their sacri-
fices. 2 Jesus answered them, “Do
you think that these Galileans
were worse sinners than all the
other Galileans, because they
suffered such things? 3 I tell
you, no, but unless you repent,
you will all perish in the same
way. 4 Or those eighteen on
whom the tower in Siloam fell
and killed them—do you think
that they were worse offenders
than all the men who dwell in
Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no, but,
unless you repent, you will all
perish in the sameway.”

✡ 12:53 Micah 7:6 § 12:59 literally, lepton. A lepton is a very small brass Jewish coin worth
half a Roman quadrans each, which is worth a quarter of the copper assarion. Lepta are worth
less than 1% of an agricultural worker’s daily wages.
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6He spoke this parable. “A cer-
tain man had a fig tree planted
in his vineyard, and he came
seeking fruit on it and found
none. 7 He said to the vine
dresser, ‘Behold, these three
years I have come looking for
fruit on this fig tree, and found
none. Cut it down! Why does it
waste the soil?’ 8He answered,
‘Lord, leave it alone this year
also, until I dig around it and
fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit,
fine; but if not, after that, you
can cut it down.’ ”

10He was teaching in one of the
synagogues on the Sabbath day.
11Behold, there was awomanwho
had a spirit of infirmity eighteen
years. Shewasbent overandcould
in no way straighten herself up.
12 When Jesus saw her, he called
her and said to her, “Woman, you
are freed from your infirmity.”
13 He laid his hands on her, and
immediately she stood up straight
and glorified God.

14 The ruler of the synagogue,
being indignant because Jesus had
healed on the Sabbath, said to the
multitude, “There are six days in
which men ought to work. There-
fore come on those days and be
healed, and not on the Sabbath
day!”

15 Therefore the Lord answered
him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t
each one of you free his ox
or his donkey from the stall
on the Sabbath and lead him
away to water? 16 Ought not
this woman, being a daughter
of Abraham whom Satan had
bound eighteen long years, be
freed from this bondage on the
Sabbath day?”

17As he said these things, all his
adversaries were disappointed;
and all the multitude rejoiced for

all the glorious things that were
done by him.

18He said, “What is God’s King-
dom like? To what shall I com-
pare it? 19 It is like a grain of
mustard seed which aman took
and put in his own garden. It
grew and became a large tree,
and the birds of the sky live in
its branches.”

20Againhesaid, “Towhatshall I
compareGod’sKingdom? 21It is
like yeast, which a woman took
and hid in three measures * of
flour, until it was all leavened.”

22 He went on his way through
cities and villages, teaching, and
traveling on to Jerusalem. 23 One
said to him, “Lord, are they few
who are saved?”
He said to them, 24 “Strive to

enter in by the narrow door,
for many, I tell you, will seek
to enter in and will not be
able. 25When once the master
of the house has risen up and
has shut the door, and you
begin to stand outside and to
knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord,
Lord, open to us!’ then he will
answer and tell you, ‘I don’t
know you or where you come
from.’ 26 Then you will begin
to say, ‘We ate and drank in
your presence, and you taught
in our streets.’ 27 He will say,
‘I tell you, I don’t know where
you come from. Depart from
me, all you workers of iniquity.’
28 There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth when you see
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all
the prophets in God’s Kingdom,
and yourselves being thrown
outside. 29 They will come
from the east, west, north, and
south, andwill sit down inGod’s
Kingdom. 30 Behold, there are
some who are last who will be

* 13:21 literally, three sata. 3 sata is about 39 liters or a bit more than a bushel.
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first, and there are some who
are first whowill be last.”

31On that same day, some Phar-
isees came, saying to him, “Get out
of here and go away, for Herod
wants to kill you.”

32 He said to them, “Go and
tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast
out demons and perform cures
today and tomorrow, and the
third day I complete my mis-
sion. 33Nevertheless I must go
on my way today and tomorrow
and the next day, for it can’t
be that a prophet would perish
outside of Jerusalem.’

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you
who kills the prophets and
stones those who are sent to
her! How often I wanted to
gather your children together,
like a hen gathers her own
brood under herwings, and you
refused! 35Behold, your house
is left to you desolate. I tell you,
you will not see me until you
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord!’ ” ✡

14
1Whenhewent into the house of

one of the rulers of the Pharisees
on a Sabbath to eat bread, they
were watching him. 2 Behold, a
certain man who had dropsy was
in front of him. 3 Jesus, answer-
ing, spoke to the lawyers and Phar-
isees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal
on the Sabbath?”

4But they were silent.
He took him, and healed him,

and let him go. 5 He answered
them, “Which of you, if your
son* or an ox fell into a well,
wouldn’t immediately pull him
out on a Sabbath day?”

6 They couldn’t answer him re-
garding these things.

7Hespokeaparable to thosewho
were invited,whenhenoticedhow
they chose the best seats, and said

to them, 8 “When you are invited
by anyone to a wedding feast,
don’t sit in the best seat, since
perhaps someone more honor-
able than you might be invited
by him, 9 and he who invited
both of youwould come and tell
you, ‘Make room for this per-
son.’ Then you would begin,
with shame, to take the lowest
place. 10 But when you are
invited, go and sit in the low-
est place, so that when he who
invited you comes, he may tell
you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’
Then you will be honored in the
presence of all who sit at the
table with you. 11 For ev-
eryone who exalts himself will
be humbled, and whoever hum-
bles himself will be exalted.”

12 He also said to the one who
had invited him, “When you
make a dinner or a supper,
don’t call your friends, nor your
brothers, nor your kinsmen,
nor rich neighbors, or perhaps
they might also return the
favor, and pay you back. 13But
when you make a feast, ask the
poor, the maimed, the lame,
or the blind; 14 and you will
be blessed, because they don’t
havetheresources torepayyou.
For you will be repaid in the
resurrection of the righteous.”

15 When one of those who sat
at the table with him heard these
things, he said to him, “Blessed is
he who will feast in God’s King-
dom!”

16But he said to him, “A certain
man made a great supper, and
he invited many people. 17He
sent out his servant at supper
time to tell those who were in-
vited, ‘Come, for everything is
ready now.’ 18 They all as one
began tomake excuses.

✡ 13:35 Psalm 118:26 * 14:5 TR reads “donkey” instead of “son”
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“The first said to him, ‘I have
boughtafield, and Imust goand
see it. Please haveme excused.’

19 “Another said, ‘I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and
I must go try them out. Please
haveme excused.’

20 “Another said, ‘I have mar-
riedawife, and therefore I can’t
come.’

21 “That servant came, and
told his lord these things. Then
the master of the house, being
angry, said to his servant, ‘Go
out quickly into the streets and
lanes of the city, and bring in
the poor, maimed, blind, and
lame.’

22 “The servant said, ‘Lord, it
is done as you commanded, and
there is still room.’

23 “The lord said to the ser-
vant, ‘Go out into the highways
andhedges, and compel them to
come in, that my house may be
filled. 24For I tell you that none
of those men who were invited
will taste ofmy supper.’ ”

25Nowgreatmultitudeswere go-
ingwithhim. He turnedandsaid to
them, 26 “If anyone comes to me,
and doesn’t disregard† his own
father, mother, wife, children,
brothers, and sisters, yes, and
his own life also, he can’t be my
disciple. 27 Whoever doesn’t
bear his own cross and come
after me, can’t be my disciple.
28 For which of you, desiring to
build a tower, doesn’t first sit
down and count the cost, to see
if he has enough to complete it?
29Orperhaps,whenhehas laida
foundation and isn’t able to fin-
ish, everyonewhoseesbegins to
mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man
began to build and wasn’t able
to finish.’ 31Orwhat king, as he
goes to encounter another king
in war, will not sit down first
and consider whether he is able

with ten thousand to meet him
who comes against him with
twenty thousand? 32 Or else,
while the other is yet a great
way off, he sends an envoy and
asks for conditions of peace.
33 So therefore, whoever of you
who doesn’t renounce all that
he has, he can’t bemy disciple.

34 “Salt is good, but if the salt
becomes flat and tasteless, with
what do you season it? 35 It is fit
neither for the soil nor for the
manure pile. It is thrown out.
He who has ears to hear, let him
hear.”

15
1 Now all the tax collectors and

sinners were coming close to him
to hear him. 2 The Pharisees
and the scribesmurmured, saying,
“This man welcomes sinners, and
eats with them.”

3 He told them this parable:
4 “Which of you men, if you had
one hundred sheep and lost
one of them, wouldn’t leave the
ninety-nine in the wilderness
and go after the one that was
lost, until he found it? 5When
he has found it, he carries it
on his shoulders, rejoicing.
6 When he comes home, he
calls together his friends and
his neighbors, saying to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have
foundmy sheepwhichwas lost!’
7I tell you thatevenso therewill
be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents, than over
ninety-nine righteous people
who need no repentance.

8 “Or what woman, if she had
ten drachma* coins, if she lost
one drachma coin, wouldn’t
light a lamp, sweep the house,
and seek diligently until she
found it? 9 When she has
found it, she calls together her
friends and neighbors, saying,

† 14:26 or, hate * 15:8 A drachma coin was worth about 2 days wages for an agricultural
laborer.
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‘Rejoice with me, for I have
found the drachma which I had
lost!’ 10Even so, I tell you, there
is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner
repenting.”

11He said, “A certain man had
two sons. 12 The younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father,
give me my share of your prop-
erty.’ So he divided his liveli-
hood between them. 13 Not
many days after, the younger
son gathered all of this together
and traveled into a far country.
There he wasted his property
with riotous living. 14When he
had spent all of it, there arose
a severe famine in that coun-
try, and he began to be in need.
15 He went and joined himself
to one of the citizens of that
country, and he sent him into
his fields to feed pigs. 16 He
wanted to fill his belly with the
pods that the pigs ate, but no
one gave him any. 17 But when
he came to himself, he said,
‘How many hired servants of
my father’s have bread enough
to spare, and I’m dying with
hunger! 18 I will get up and go
to my father, and will tell him,
“Father, I have sinned against
heaven and in your sight. 19 I
am nomore worthy to be called
your son. Make me as one of
your hired servants.” ’

20 “He arose and came to his
father. Butwhile hewas still far
off, his father saw him and was
moved with compassion, and
ran, fell on his neck, and kissed
him. 21 The son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and in your sight. I am
no longer worthy to be called
your son.’

22 “But the father said to his
servants, ‘Bring out the best
robe and put it on him. Put a
ring on his hand and sandals on

his feet. 23 Bring the fattened
calf, kill it, and let’s eat and cel-
ebrate; 24 for this, my son, was
dead and is alive again. He was
lost and is found.’ Then they
began to celebrate.

25 “Now his elder son was in
the field. As he came near to
the house, he heard music and
dancing. 26 He called one of
the servants to him and asked
what was going on. 27 He
said to him, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has
killed the fattened calf, because
he has received him back safe
and healthy.’ 28 But he was
angry and would not go in.
Therefore his father came out
and begged him. 29 But he
answered his father, ‘Behold,
these many years I have served
you, and I never disobeyed a
commandment of yours, but
you never gave me a goat,
that I might celebrate with my
friends. 30 But when this your
son came, who has devoured
your living with prostitutes,
you killed the fattened calf for
him.’

31 “He said to him, ‘Son, you
are always withme, and all that
is mine is yours. 32 But it was
appropriate to celebrate and be
glad, for this, your brother, was
dead, and is alive again. He was
lost, and is found.’ ”

16
1 He also said to his disciples,

“There was a certain rich man
who had a manager. An ac-
cusation was made to him that
thismanwaswastinghisposses-
sions. 2He called him, and said
to him, ‘What is this that I hear
about you? Give an accounting
of your management, for you
can no longer bemanager.’

3 “The manager said within
himself, ‘What will I do, see-
ing that my lord is taking away
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the management position from
me? I don’t have strength to
dig. I am ashamed to beg. 4 I
know what I will do, so that
when I am removed from man-
agement, they may receive me
into their houses.’ 5 Calling
each one of his lord’s debtors to
him, he said to the first, ‘How
much do you owe to my lord?’
6 He said, ‘A hundred batos* of
oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your
bill, and sit down quickly and
write fifty.’ 7 Then he said
to another, ‘How much do you
owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred cors†
of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take
your bill, andwrite eighty.’

8 “His lord commended the
dishonest manager because
he had done wisely, for the
children of this world are, in
their own generation, wiser
than the children of the light.
9 I tell you, make for yourselves
friends by means of unrigh-
teous mammon, so that when
you fail, they may receive you
into the eternal tents. 10 He
who is faithful in a very little is
faithful also in much. He who
is dishonest in a very little is
also dishonest in much. 11 If
therefore you have not been
faithful in the unrighteous
mammon, who will commit to
your trust the true riches? 12 If
you have not been faithful in
that which is another’s, who
will give you that which is
your own? 13 No servant can
serve two masters, for either
he will hate the one and love
the other; or else he will hold
to one and despise the other.
Youaren’t able to serveGodand
Mammon.”‡

14 The Pharisees, who were
lovers of money, also heard all
these things, and they scoffed at

him. 15He said to them, “You are
those who justify yourselves
in the sight of men, but God
knows your hearts. For that
which is exalted among men is
an abomination in the sight of
God.

16 “The law and the prophets
were until John. From that time
the Good News of God’s King-
dom is preached, and everyone
is forcing his way into it. 17But
it is easier for heaven and earth
to pass away than for one tiny
strokeof apen in the law to fall.

18 “Everyone who divorces his
wife and marries another com-
mits adultery. He who marries
one who is divorced from a hus-
band commits adultery.

19 “Now there was a certain
rich man, and he was clothed
in purple and fine linen, living
in luxury every day. 20 A
certain beggar, named Lazarus,
was taken to his gate, full of
sores, 21 and desiring to be fed
with the crumbs that fell from
the rich man’s table. Yes, even
the dogs came and licked his
sores. 22 The beggar died,
and he was carried away by
the angels to Abraham’s bosom.
The rich man also died and was
buried. 23 In Hades,§ he lifted
up his eyes, being in torment,
and saw Abraham far off, and
Lazarus at his bosom. 24 He
cried and said, ‘Father Abra-
ham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus, that he may dip
the tip of his finger inwater and
cool my tongue! For I am in
anguish in this flame.’

25“ButAbrahamsaid, ‘Son, re-
member that you, in your life-
time, receivedyourgoodthings,
and Lazarus, in the same way,
bad things. But here he is now

* 16:6 100 batos is about 395 liters or 104 U. S. gallons. † 16:7 100 cors = about 2,110 liters or
600 bushels. ‡ 16:13 “Mammon” refers to riches or a false god of wealth. § 16:23 or, Hell



Luke 16:26 101 Luke 17:21

comforted and you are in an-
guish. 26 Besides all this, be-
tweenusandyouthere isagreat
gulf fixed, that those who want
to pass fromhere to you are not
able, and that no one may cross
over from there to us.’

27 “He said, ‘I ask you there-
fore, father, that you would
send him tomy father’s house—
28 for I have five brothers—that
he may testify to them, so they
won’t also come into this place
of torment.’

29 “But Abraham said to him,
‘They have Moses and the
prophets. Let them listen to
them.’

30 “He said, ‘No, father Abra-
ham, but if one goes to them
fromthedead, theywill repent.’

31 “He said to him, ‘If they
don’t listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be
persuaded if one rises from the
dead.’ ”

17
1 He said to the disciples, “It

is impossible that no occasions
of stumbling should come, but
woe to him through whom they
come! 2 It would be better
for him if amillstonewerehung
around his neck, and he were
thrown into the sea, rather than
that he should cause one of
these littleones tostumble. 3Be
careful. If your brother sins
against you, rebuke him. If he
repents, forgivehim. 4Ifhe sins
against you seven times in the
day, and seven times returns,
saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall for-
give him.”

5 The apostles said to the Lord,
“Increase our faith.”

6 The Lord said, “If you had
faith like a grain of mus-
tard seed, you would tell this
sycamore tree, ‘Be uprooted
and be planted in the sea,’ and
it would obey you. 7 But who

is there among you, having
a servant plowing or keeping
sheep, that will say when he
comes in from the field, ‘Come
immediately and sit downat the
table’? 8 Wouldn’t he rather
tell him, ‘Prepare my supper,
clothe yourself properly, and
serve me while I eat and drink.
Afterward you shall eat and
drink’? 9 Does he thank that
servant because he did the
things that were commanded?
I think not. 10 Even so you
also, when you have done all
the things that are commanded
you, say, ‘We are unworthy
servants. We have done our
duty.’ ”

11 As he was on his way to
Jerusalem, he was passing along
the borders of Samaria and
Galilee. 12 As he entered into a
certain village, ten men who were
lepers met him, who stood at a
distance. 13 They lifted up their
voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us!”

14When he saw them, he said to
them, “Go and show yourselves
to thepriests.” As theywent, they
were cleansed. 15 One of them,
when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, glorifying God with a
loud voice. 16He fell on his face at
Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks; and
he was a Samaritan.

17 Jesus answered, “Weren’t the
ten cleansed? But where are
the nine? 18 Were there
none found who returned to
give glory to God, except this
foreigner?” 19 Then he said to
him, “Get up, and go your way.
Your faith has healed you.”

20 Being asked by the Pharisees
when God’s Kingdomwould come,
he answered them, “God’s King-
domdoesn’t comewithobserva-
tion; 21 neither will they say,
‘Look, here!’ or, ‘Look, there!’
for behold, God’s Kingdom is
within you.”
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22 He said to the disciples, “The
dayswill comewhenyouwill de-
sire to see one of the days of the
Son ofMan, and youwill not see
it. 23 They will tell you, ‘Look,
here!’ or ‘Look, there!’ Don’t go
awayor followafter them, 24for
as the lightning, when it flashes
out of one part under the sky,
shines to another part under
the sky, sowill theSonofManbe
in his day. 25But first, he must
suffer many things and be re-
jected by this generation. 26As
it was in the days of Noah, even
so it will also be in the days of
theSonofMan. 27Theyate, they
drank, they married, and they
weregiven inmarriageuntil the
day that Noah entered into the
ship, and theflood cameandde-
stroyed them all. 28 Likewise,
even as it was in the days of
Lot: they ate, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they planted,
they built; 29 but in the day
that Lot went out from Sodom,
it rained fire and sulfur from
the sky and destroyed them all.
30 It will be the same way in the
day that the Son of Man is re-
vealed. 31 In that day, he who
will be on the housetop and his
goods in the house, let him not
go down to take them away. Let
him who is in the field likewise
not turn back. 32 Remember
Lot’s wife! 33 Whoever seeks
to save his life loses it, but who-
ever loses his life preserves it.
34 I tell you, in that night there
will be two people in one bed.
One will be taken and the other
will be left. 35There will be two
grinding grain together. One
will be taken and the other will
be left.” 36 *

37 They, answering, asked him,
“Where, Lord?”
He said to them, “Where the

body is, there the vultures will
also be gathered together.”

18
1He also spoke a parable to them

that they must always pray and
not give up, 2 saying, “There was
a judge in a certain city who
didn’t fear God and didn’t re-
spect man. 3 A widow was in
that city, and she often came to
him, saying, ‘Defend me from
my adversary!’ 4 He wouldn’t
for a while; but afterward he
said to himself, ‘Though I nei-
ther fear God nor respect man,
5yetbecause thiswidowbothers
me, I will defend her, or else she
will wear me out by her contin-
ual coming.’ ”

6 The Lord said, “Listen to
what the unrighteous judge
says. 7 Won’t God avenge his
chosen ones who are crying out
to him day and night, and yet he
exercises patience with them?
8 I tell you that he will avenge
them quickly. Nevertheless,
when theSonofMancomes,will
he find faith on the earth?”

9 He also spoke this parable
to certain people who were con-
vinced of their own righteousness,
and who despised all others:
10 “Two men went up into the
temple to pray; one was a
Pharisee, and the other was a
tax collector. 11 The Pharisee
stood and prayed by himself
like this: ‘God, I thank you that
I am not like the rest of men:
extortionists, unrighteous,
adulterers, or even like this tax
collector. 12 I fast twice a week.
I give tithes of all that I get.’
13But the tax collector, standing
far away, wouldn’t even lift up
his eyes to heaven, but beat
his breast, saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I

* 17:36 Some Greek manuscripts add: “Two will be in the field: the one taken, and the other
left.”
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tell you, this man went down to
his house justified rather than
the other; for everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled,
but he who humbles himself
will be exalted.”

15 They were also bringing their
babies to him, that he might touch
them. But when the disciples saw
it, they rebuked them. 16 Jesus
summoned them, saying, “Allow
the little children to come to
me, and don’t hinder them, for
God’s Kingdom belongs to such
as these. 17 Most certainly,
I tell you, whoever doesn’t re-
ceiveGod’s Kingdom like a little
child, he will in no way enter
into it.”

18A certain ruler asked him, say-
ing, “Good Teacher, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?”

19 Jesus asked him, “Whydo you
call me good? No one is good,
except one: God. 20 You know
the commandments: ‘Don’t
commit adultery,’ ‘Don’t mur-
der,’ ‘Don’t steal,’ ‘Don’t give
false testimony,’ ‘Honor your
father and yourmother.’ ”✡

21 He said, “I have observed all
these things frommy youth up.”

22 When Jesus heard these
things, he said to him, “You still
lack one thing. Sell all that
you have and distribute it to
the poor. Then you will have
treasure in heaven; then come,
followme.”

23 But when he heard these
things, he became very sad, for he
was very rich.

24 Jesus, seeing that he became
very sad, said, “Howhard it is for
those who have riches to enter
into God’s Kingdom! 25 For it
is easier for a camel to enter in
through a needle’s eye than for
a rich man to enter into God’s
Kingdom.”

26Thosewhoheard it said, “Then
who can be saved?”

27 But he said, “The things
which are impossible with men
are possible with God.”

28Peter said, “Look, we have left
everything and followed you.”

29 He said to them, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you, there is no one
who has left house, or wife, or
brothers, or parents, or chil-
dren, for God’s Kingdom’s sake,
30 who will not receive many
times more in this time, and in
theworld to come, eternal life.”

31 He took the twelve aside and
said to them, “Behold, we are go-
ing up to Jerusalem, and all the
things that are written through
the prophets concerning the
Son of Man will be completed.
32 For he will be delivered up to
the Gentiles, will be mocked,
treated shamefully, and spit
on. 33Theywill scourge and kill
him. On the third day, he will
rise again.”

34Theyunderstoodnoneof these
things. This saying was hidden
from them, and they didn’t under-
stand the things that were said.

35 As he came near Jericho, a
certain blind man sat by the road,
begging. 36 Hearing a multitude
going by, he asked what this
meant. 37 They told him that Jesus
of Nazareth was passing by. 38He
cried out, “Jesus, you son of David,
have mercy on me!” 39 Those who
led the way rebuked him, that he
shouldbequiet; but he criedout all
the more, “You son of David, have
mercy onme!”

40 Standing still, Jesus com-
manded him to be brought to him.
When he had come near, he asked
him, 41 “What do you wantme to
do?”
He said, “Lord, that I may see

again.”
✡ 18:20 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20
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42 Jesus said to him, “Receive
your sight. Your faith has
healed you.”

43 Immediately he received his
sight and followed him, glorifying
God. All the people, when they saw
it, praised God.

19
1 He entered and was passing

through Jericho. 2 There was a
man named Zacchaeus. He was
a chief tax collector, and he was
rich. 3 He was trying to see who
Jesus was, and couldn’t because of
the crowd, because he was short.
4He ran on ahead and climbed up
into a sycamore tree to see him,
for he was going to pass that way.
5 When Jesus came to the place,
he looked up and saw him, and
said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry
andcomedown, for todayImust
stay at your house.” 6 He
hurried, came down, and received
him joyfully. 7 When they saw
it, they all murmured, saying, “He
has gone in to lodge with a man
who is a sinner.”

8 Zacchaeus stood and said to
the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of
my goods I give to the poor. If I
have wrongfully exacted anything
of anyone, I restore four times as
much.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Today, sal-
vation has come to this house,
because he also is a son of Abra-
ham. 10FortheSonofMancame
to seek and to save that which
was lost.”

11 As they heard these things,
he went on and told a parable,
because he was near Jerusalem,
and they supposed that God’s King-
dom would be revealed immedi-
ately. 12 He said therefore, “A
certain nobleman went into a
far country to receive for him-
self a kingdom and to return.
13 He called ten servants of his

and gave them ten mina coins,
* and told them, ‘Conduct busi-
ness until I come.’ 14But his cit-
izens hated him, and sent an en-
voy after him, saying, ‘We don’t
want thisman to reign over us.’

15 “When he had come back
again, having received the king-
dom, he commanded these ser-
vants, to whom he had given
the money, to be called to him,
that he might know what they
had gained by conducting busi-
ness. 16 The first came before
him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina
hasmade tenmoreminas.’

17 “He said to him, ‘Well done,
you good servant! Because you
were found faithful with very
little, you shall have authority
over ten cities.’

18 “The second came, saying,
‘Yourmina, Lord, hasmade five
minas.’

19 “So he said to him, ‘And you
are to be over five cities.’

20 Another came, saying,
‘Lord, behold, yourmina,which
I kept laid away in a hand-
kerchief, 21 for I feared you,
because you are an exacting
man. You take up that which
you didn’t lay down, and reap
that which you didn’t sow.’

22“He said tohim, ‘Out of your
ownmouth I will judge you, you
wicked servant! You knew that
I aman exactingman, taking up
thatwhich I didn’t lay downand
reaping that which I didn’t sow.
23 Then why didn’t you deposit
my money in the bank, and at
my coming, Imight have earned
interest on it?’ 24 He said to
those who stood by, ‘Take the
mina away from him and give it
to himwho has the tenminas.’

25 “They said to him, ‘Lord,
he has ten minas!’ 26 ‘For I
tell you that to everyone who
has, will more be given; but

* 19:13 10minas wasmore than 3 years’ wages for an agricultural laborer.
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from him who doesn’t have,
even that which he has will be
taken away from him. 27 But
bring those enemies of mine
who didn’t want me to reign
over them here, and kill them
before me.’ ” 28Having said these
things, he went on ahead, going up
to Jerusalem.

29 When he came near to Beth-
sphage† and Bethany, at themoun-
tain that is called Olivet, he sent
two of his disciples, 30 saying, “Go
your way into the village on the
other side, in which, as you en-
ter, you will find a colt tied,
whichnomanhaseversatupon.
Untie it and bring it. 31 If
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
untying it?’ say to him: ‘The
Lord needs it.’ ”

32 Those who were sent went
away and found things just as he
had told them. 33 As they were
untying the colt, its owners said to
them, “Why are you untying the
colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord
needs it.” 35Then theybrought it to
Jesus. They threw their cloaks on
the colt and sat Jesus on them. 36As
he went, they spread their cloaks
on the road.

37 As he was now getting near,
at the descent of the Mount of
Olives, the whole multitude of
the disciples began to rejoice and
praise God with a loud voice for
all the mighty works which they
had seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the
Kingwho comes in the name of the
Lord! ✡ Peace in heaven, and glory
in the highest!”

39Someof thePharisees fromthe
multitude said to him, “Teacher,
rebuke your disciples!”

40He answered them, “I tell you
that if these were silent, the
stones would cry out.”

41 When he came near, he saw
the city and wept over it, 42 saying,
“If you, even you, had known
today the things which belong
to your peace! But now, they
are hidden from your eyes.
43For the days will come on you
when your enemies will throw
up a barricade against you,
surround you, hem you in on
every side, 44 and will dash you
and your children within you to
the ground. They will not leave
in you one stone on another,
because you didn’t know the
time of your visitation.”

45 He entered into the temple
and began to drive out those who
bought and sold in it, 46 saying to
them, “It is written, ‘My house
is a house of prayer,’ ✡ but you
havemade ita ‘denofrobbers’!”
✡

47 He was teaching daily in
the temple, but the chief priests,
the scribes, and the leading men
among the people sought to
destroy him. 48 They couldn’t find
what they might do, for all the
people hung on to every word that
he said.

20
1 On one of those days, as he

was teaching thepeople in the tem-
ple and preaching the Good News,
the* priests and scribes came to
him with the elders. 2 They asked
him, “Tell us: by what authority
do you do these things? Or who is
giving you this authority?”

3He answered them, “I alsowill
ask you one question. Tell me:
4 the baptism of John, was it
from heaven, or frommen?”

5 They reasoned with them-
selves, saying, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why didn’t
you believe him?’ 6 But if we say,

† 19:29 TR, NU read “Bethpage” instead of “Bethsphage” ✡ 19:38 Psalm 118:26 ✡ 19:46
Isaiah 56:7 ✡ 19:46 Jeremiah 7:11 * 20:1 TR adds “chief”
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‘From men,’ all the people will
stone us, for they are persuaded
that John was a prophet.” 7 They
answered that they didn’t know
where it was from.

8 Jesus said to them, “Neither
will I tell you by what authority
I do these things.”

9He began to tell the people this
parable: “A †manplanted a vine-
yard and rented it out to some
farmers, and went into another
country for a long time. 10 At
the proper season, he sent a ser-
vant to the farmers tocollecthis
share of the fruit of the vine-
yard. But the farmers beat him
and sent him away empty. 11He
sent yet another servant, and
they also beat him and treated
him shamefully, and sent him
away empty. 12 He sent yet
a third, and they also wounded
him and threw him out. 13 The
lord of the vineyard said, ‘What
shall I do? I will send my
beloved son. It may be that see-
ing him, they will respect him.’

14 “But when the farmers
saw him, they reasoned among
themselves, saying, ‘This is the
heir. Come, let’s kill him, that
the inheritance may be ours.’
15 Then they threw him out of
the vineyard and killed him.
What therefore will the lord
of the vineyard do to them?
16 He will come and destroy
these farmers, and will give the
vineyard to others.”
When they heard that, they said,

“May that never be!”
17Buthe lookedat themandsaid,

“Then what is this that is writ-
ten,
‘The stone which the builders

rejected
was made the chief corner-
stone?’✡

18 Everyone who falls on that
stone will be broken to
pieces,

but it will crush whomever
it falls on to dust.”

19 The chief priests and the
scribes sought to lay hands on him
that very hour, but they feared
the people —for they knew he
had spoken this parable against
them. 20 They watched him and
sent out spies, who pretended to
be righteous, that they might trap
him in something he said, so as to
deliver him up to the power and
authority of the governor. 21 They
asked him, “Teacher, we know that
you say and teach what is right,
and aren’t partial to anyone, but
truly teach the way of God. 22 Is it
lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar,
or not?”

23 But he perceived their crafti-
ness, and said to them, “Why do
you test me? 24 Show me a
denarius. Whose image and in-
scription are on it?”
They answered, “Caesar’s.”
25He said to them, “Thengive to

Caesar the things that are Cae-
sar’s, and to God the things that
are God’s.”

26 They weren’t able to trap him
in his words before the people.
They marveled at his answer and
were silent. 27 Some of the Sad-
ducees came to him, those who
deny that there is a resurrection.
28They askedhim, “Teacher,Moses
wrote to us that if a man’s brother
dies having a wife, and he is child-
less, his brother should take the
wife and raise up children for his
brother. 29 There were therefore
seven brothers. The first took a
wife, and died childless. 30The sec-
ond took her as wife, and he died
childless. 31 The third took her,
and likewise the seven all left no
children, and died. 32 Afterward
the woman also died. 33 Therefore

† 20:9 NU (in brackets) and TR add “certain” ✡ 20:17 Psalm 118:22
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in the resurrection whose wife of
them will she be? For the seven
had her as a wife.”

34 Jesus said to them, “The chil-
dren of this age marry and are
given in marriage. 35 But
those who are considered wor-
thy to attain to that age and
the resurrection from the dead
neither marry nor are given in
marriage. 36 For they can’t
die any more, for they are like
the angels and are children of
God, being children of the res-
urrection. 37But that the dead
are raised, even Moses showed
at the bush, when he called the
Lord ‘The God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
cob.’ ✡ 38Now he is not the God
of thedead, but of the living, for
all are alive to him.”

39 Some of the scribes answered,
“Teacher, you speak well.” 40 They
didn’t dare to ask him any more
questions.

41Hesaid to them, “Whydo they
say that the Christ is David’s
son? 42 David himself says in
the book of Psalms,
‘The Lord said tomy Lord,

“Sit atmy right hand,
43 until I make your ene-
mies the footstool of your
feet.” ’ ✡

44 “David therefore calls him
Lord, so how is he his son?”

45 In thehearingof all thepeople,
he said to his disciples, 46 “Beware
of those scribeswho like towalk
in longrobes, and lovegreetings
in the marketplaces, the best
seats in the synagogues, and the
best places at feasts; 47 who
devour widows’ houses, and for
a pretense make long prayers.
These will receive greater con-
demnation.”

21
1 He looked up and saw the

rich people who were putting
their gifts into the treasury. 2 He
saw a certain poor widow casting
in two small brass coins.* 3 He
said, “Truly I tell you, this poor
widow put in more than all of
them, 4 for all these put in gifts
for God from their abundance,
but she, out of her poverty, put
in all that she had to live on.”

5As somewere talking about the
temple and how it was decorated
with beautiful stones and gifts, he
said, 6 “As for these things which
you see, the days will come in
which therewill not be left here
one stone on another that will
not be thrown down.”

7 They asked him, “Teacher, so
whenwill these things be? What is
the sign that these things are about
to happen?”

8He said, “Watch out that you
don’t get led astray, for many
will come in my name, saying,
‘I am he†,’ and, ‘The time is at
hand.’ Therefore don’t follow
them. 9 When you hear of
wars and disturbances, don’t be
terrified, for these things must
happen first, but the end won’t
come immediately.”

10 Then he said to them, “Na-
tion will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom.
11 There will be great earth-
quakes, famines, and plagues
in various places. There will
be terrors and great signs from
heaven. 12But before all these
things, they will lay their hands
on you and will persecute you,
delivering youup to synagogues
and prisons, bringing you be-
forekings andgovernors formy
name’s sake. 13 It will turn out
as a testimony for you. 14Settle

✡ 20:37 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 20:43 Psalm 110:1 * 21:2 literally, “two lepta.” 2 lepta was about
1% of a day’s wages for an agricultural laborer. † 21:8 or, I AM
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it therefore in your hearts not
to meditate beforehand how to
answer, 15 for I will give you
a mouth and wisdom which all
your adversaries will not be
able to withstand or to contra-
dict. 16 You will be handed
over even by parents, brothers,
relatives, and friends. Theywill
cause some of you to be put to
death. 17 You will be hated
by all men for my name’s sake.
18 And not a hair of your head
will perish.

19“Byyourenduranceyouwill
win your lives.

20 “But when you see
Jerusalem surrounded by
armies, then know that its
desolation is at hand. 21 Then
let those who are in Judea flee
to themountains. Let thosewho
are in the middle of her depart.
Let thosewhoare in the country
not enter therein. 22 For these
are days of vengeance, that
all things which are written
may be fulfilled. 23 Woe to
those who are pregnant and to
thosewhonurse infants in those
days! For there will be great
distress in the land and wrath
to this people. 24 They will
fall by the edge of the sword,
and will be led captive into all
the nations. Jerusalem will be
trampled down by the Gentiles
until the times of the Gentiles
are fulfilled.

25 “There will be signs in the
sun, moon, and stars; and on
the earth anxiety of nations, in
perplexity for theroaringof the
sea and the waves; 26men faint-
ing for fear and for expectation
of the things which are coming
on the world, for the powers
of the heavens will be shaken.
27 Then they will see the Son
of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. 28 But
when these things begin to hap-
pen, look up and lift up your

heads, because your redemp-
tion is near.”

29 He told them a parable.
“See the fig tree and all the
trees. 30 When they are
already budding, you see it and
know by your own selves that
the summer is already near.
31 Even so you also, when you
see these things happening,
know that God’s Kingdom is
near. 32 Most certainly I tell
you, this generation will not
pass away until all things are
accomplished. 33 Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my
words will by no means pass
away.

34 “So be careful, or your
hearts will be loaded downwith
carousing, drunkenness, and
cares of this life, and that day
will come on you suddenly.
35 For it will come like a snare
on all those who dwell on
the surface of all the earth.
36 Therefore be watchful all the
time, praying that you may be
counted worthy to escape all
these things that will happen,
and to stand before the Son of
Man.”

37 Every day Jesus was teaching
in the temple, and every night he
would go out and spend the night
on the mountain that is called
Olivet. 38All the people came early
in the morning to him in the tem-
ple to hear him.

22
1 Now the feast of unleav-

ened bread, which is called the
Passover, was approaching. 2 The
chief priests and the scribes sought
how they might put him to death,
for they feared the people.

3 Satan entered into Judas, who
was also called Iscariot, who was
countedwith the twelve. 4Hewent
away and talked with the chief
priests and captains about how he
might deliver him to them. 5 They
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were glad, and agreed to give him
money. 6He consented and sought
an opportunity to deliver him to
them in the absence of the multi-
tude.

7 The day of unleavened bread
came, on which the Passover must
be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and
John, saying, “Go and prepare
thePassover forus, thatwemay
eat.”

9 They said to him, “Where do
you want us to prepare?”

10 He said to them, “Behold,
when you have entered into the
city, a man carrying a pitcher
of water will meet you. Follow
him into the house which he en-
ters. 11 Tell the master of
the house, ‘The Teacher says to
you, “Where is the guest room,
where I may eat the Passover
with my disciples?” ’ 12 He will
show you a large, furnished up-
per room. Make preparations
there.”

13 They went, found things as Je-
sus had told them, and they pre-
pared the Passover.

14 When the hour had come,
he sat down with the twelve
apostles. 15 He said to them, “I
have earnestly desired to eat
this Passover with you before
I suffer, 16 for I tell you, I will
no longer by any means eat of
it until it is fulfilled in God’s
Kingdom.” 17 He received a cup,
and when he had given thanks,
he said, “Take this and share it
among yourselves, 18 for I tell
you, I will not drink at all again
from the fruit of the vine, until
God’s Kingdom comes.”

19 He took bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke and
gave it to them, saying, “This
is my body which is given for
you. Do this in memory of me.”

20 Likewise, he took the cup af-
ter supper, saying, “This cup is
the new covenant in my blood,
which is poured out for you.
21 But behold, the hand of him
who betrays me is with me on
the table. 22 The Son of Man
indeed goes as it has been de-
termined, but woe to that man
throughwhomhe is betrayed!”

23They began to question among
themselves which of them it was
whowould do this thing.

24 A dispute also arose among
them, which of them was consid-
ered to be greatest. 25 He said to
them, “The kings of the nations
lord itover them,andthosewho
have authority over them are
called ‘benefactors.’ 26 But
not so with you. Rather, the
one who is greater among you,
let him become as the younger,
and one who is governing, as
one who serves. 27 For who
is greater, one who sits at the
table, or one who serves? Isn’t
it he who sits at the table? But
I am among you as one who
serves.

28“But youare thosewhohave
continued with me in my trials.
29 I confer on you a kingdom,
even as my Father conferred on
me, 30 that you may eat and
drink at my table in my King-
dom. You will sit on thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Is-
rael.”

31 The Lord said, “Simon,
Simon, behold, Satan asked to
have all of you, that he might
sift youaswheat, 32but I prayed
foryou, thatyour faithwouldn’t
fail. You, when once you have
turned again, establish your
brothers.”*

33 He said to him, “Lord, I am
ready to gowith you both to prison
and to death!”

* 22:32 Theword for “brothers” heremay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or
“siblings.”
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34He said, “I tell you, Peter, the
rooster will by no means crow
today until you deny that you
knowme three times.”

35He said to them, “When I sent
you out without purse, bag, and
sandals, didyou lackanything?”
They said, “Nothing.”
36 Then he said to them, “But

now, whoever has a purse, let
him take it, and likewise a bag.
Whoever has none, let him sell
his cloak, and buy a sword.
37 For I tell you that this which
is written must still be fulfilled
in me: ‘He was counted with
transgressors.’✡ For that which
concernsme is being fulfilled.”

38They said, “Lord, behold, here
are two swords.”
He said to them, “That is

enough.”
39He came out and went, as his

customwas, to theMountofOlives.
His disciples also followed him.
40 When he was at the place, he
said to them, “Pray that youdon’t
enter into temptation.”

41Hewas withdrawn from them
about a stone’s throw, and he knelt
down and prayed, 42 saying, “Fa-
ther, if you are willing, remove
this cup fromme. Nevertheless,
notmywill, but yours, bedone.”

43 An angel from heaven ap-
peared to him, strengthening him.
44 Being in agony, he prayed more
earnestly. His sweat became like
great drops of blood falling down
on the ground.

45 When he rose up from his
prayer, he came to the disciples
and found them sleeping because
of grief, 46 and said to them, “Why
doyou sleep? Rise andpray that
you may not enter into tempta-
tion.”

47 While he was still speaking,
a crowd appeared. He who was
called Judas, one of the twelve,was
leading them. He came near to

Jesus to kiss him. 48 But Jesus said
to him, “Judas, do you betray the
Son ofManwith a kiss?”

49When those whowere around
him saw what was about to hap-
pen, they said to him, “Lord, shall
westrikewith the sword?” 50Acer-
tain one of them struck the servant
of the high priest, and cut off his
right ear.

51 But Jesus answered, “Let me
at least do this”—and he touched
his ear and healed him. 52 Jesus
said to the chief priests, captains
of the temple, and elders, who
had come against him, “Have you
come out as against a robber,
withswordsandclubs? 53When
I was with you in the temple
daily, you didn’t stretch out
your hands against me. But this
is your hour, and the power of
darkness.”

54 They seized him and led him
away, and brought him into the
high priest’s house. But Peter fol-
lowed from a distance. 55 When
they had kindled a fire in the mid-
dle of the courtyard and had sat
down together, Peter sat among
them. 56A certain servant girl saw
him as he sat in the light, and look-
ing intently at him, said, “Thisman
also was with him.”

57 He denied Jesus, saying,
“Woman, I don’t know him.”

58 After a little while someone
else saw him and said, “You also
are one of them!”
But Peter answered, “Man, I am

not!”
59 After about one hour passed,

another confidently affirmed, say-
ing, “Truly this man also was with
him, for he is a Galilean!”

60 But Peter said, “Man, I don’t
knowwhat you are talking about!”
Immediately, while he was still
speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 The
Lord turned and looked at Peter.
ThenPeter remembered theLord’s
word, how he said to him, “Before

✡ 22:37 Isaiah 53:12
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the rooster crows you will deny
me three times.” 62He went out,
and wept bitterly.

63 The men who held Jesus
mocked him and beat him.
64 Having blindfolded him, they
struck him on the face and asked
him, “Prophesy! Who is the one
who struck you?” 65 They spoke
many other things against him,
insulting him.

66 As soon as it was day, the as-
sembly of the elders of the people
were gathered together, both chief
priests and scribes, and they led
him away into their council, say-
ing, 67“If youare theChrist, tell us.”
But he said to them, “If I tell

you, you won’t believe, 68and if
I ask, you will in no way answer
me or let me go. 69 From now
on, theSonofManwill be seated
at the righthandof thepowerof
God.”

70Theyall said, “Are you then the
Son of God?”
He said to them, “You say it,

because I am.”
71 They said, “Why do we need

any more witness? For we our-
selves have heard from his own
mouth!”

23
1 The whole company of them

rose up and brought him before
Pilate. 2They began to accuse him,
saying, “We found this man per-
verting the nation, forbidding pay-
ing taxes to Caesar, and saying that
he himself is Christ, a king.”

3 Pilate asked him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?”
He answered him, “So you say.”
4 Pilate said to the chief priests

and themultitudes, “I find no basis
for a charge against this man.”

5 But they insisted, saying, “He
stirs up the people, teaching
throughout all Judea, beginning
from Galilee even to this place.”

6 But when Pilate heard Galilee
mentioned, he asked if the man
was a Galilean. 7 When he found
out that he was in Herod’s juris-
diction, he sent him to Herod, who
was also in Jerusalemduring those
days.

8Nowwhen Herod saw Jesus, he
was exceedingly glad, for he had
wanted to see him for a long time,
because he had heardmany things
about him. He hoped to see some
miracle done by him. 9 He ques-
tioned him with many words, but
he gave no answers. 10 The chief
priests and the scribes stood, ve-
hemently accusing him. 11 Herod
with his soldiers humiliated him
and mocked him. Dressing him in
luxurious clothing, they sent him
back to Pilate. 12Herod and Pilate
became friends with each other
that very day, for before that they
were enemies with each other.

13Pilate called together the chief
priests, the rulers, and the people,
14 and said to them, “You brought
thisman tomeas one that perverts
the people, and behold, having ex-
amined himbefore you, I found no
basis for a charge against this man
concerning those things of which
you accuse him. 15 Neither has
Herod, for I sent you to him, and
see, nothing worthy of death has
been done by him. 16 I will there-
fore chastisehimandreleasehim.”

17 Now he had to release one
prisoner to them at the feast.*
18 But they all cried out together,
saying, “Away with this man! Re-
lease tousBarabbas!”— 19onewho
was thrown into prison for a cer-
tain revolt in the city, and for mur-
der.

20 Then Pilate spoke to them
again, wanting to release Jesus,
21 but they shouted, saying, “Cru-
cify! Crucify him!”

22He said to them the third time,
“Why? What evil has this man

* 23:17 NU omits verse 17.
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done? I have found no capital
crime in him. I will therefore chas-
tise him and release him.” 23 But
they were urgent with loud voices,
asking that he might be crucified.
Their voices and the voices of the
chief priests prevailed. 24 Pilate
decreed that what they asked for
should be done. 25He released him
who had been thrown into prison
for insurrection and murder, for
whom they asked, but he delivered
Jesus up to their will.

26When they led him away, they
grabbed one Simon of Cyrene,
coming from the country, and laid
the cross on him to carry it after
Jesus. 27 A great multitude of the
people followed him, including
women who also mourned and
lamentedhim. 28But Jesus, turning
to them, said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, don’t weep for me,
but weep for yourselves and for
your children. 29 For behold,
the days are coming in which
they will say, ‘Blessed are the
barren, the wombs that never
bore, and thebreasts thatnever
nursed.’ 30Then they will begin
to tell the mountains, ‘Fall on
us!’ and tell the hills, ‘Cover
us.’✡ 31 For if they do these
things in the green tree, what
will be done in the dry?”

32 There were also others, two
criminals, led with him to be put
to death. 33 When they came to
the place that is called “The Skull”,
they crucified him there with the
criminals, one on the right and the
other on the left.

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them, for they don’t know what
they are doing.”
Dividing his garments among

them, they cast lots. 35 The people
stood watching. The rulers with
them also scoffed at him, saying,
“He saved others. Let him save

himself, if this is the Christ of God,
his chosen one!”

36The soldiers also mocked him,
coming to him and offering him
vinegar, 37 and saying, “If you are
the King of the Jews, save your-
self!”

38 An inscription was also writ-
ten over him in letters of Greek,
Latin, and Hebrew: “THIS IS THE
KING OF THE JEWS.”

39One of the criminals who was
hanged insulted him, saying, “If
you are the Christ, save yourself
and us!”

40 But the other answered, and
rebuking him said, “Don’t you
even fear God, seeing you are
under the same condemnation?
41 And we indeed justly, for we
receive the due reward for our
deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” 42 He said to
Jesus, “Lord, remember me when
you come into your Kingdom.”

43 Jesus said to him, “Assuredly
I tell you, today youwill be with
me in Paradise.”

44 It was now about the sixth
hour,† and darkness came over the
whole land until the ninth hour.‡
45 The sun was darkened, and the
veil of the temple was torn in two.
46 Jesus, crying with a loud voice,
said, “Father, into your hands I
commit my spirit!” Having said
this, he breathed his last.

47When the centurion sawwhat
was done, he glorified God, say-
ing, “Certainly this was a righ-
teous man.” 48 All the multi-
tudes that came together to see
this, when they saw the things that
were done, returned home beat-
ing their breasts. 49 All his ac-
quaintances and the women who
followed with him from Galilee
stood at a distance, watching these
things.

✡ 23:30 Hosea 10:8 † 23:44 Time was counted from sunrise, so the sixth hour was about
noon. ‡ 23:44 3:00 p.m.
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50 Behold, there was a man
named Joseph, who was a mem-
ber of the council, a good and
righteous man 51 (he had not
consented to their counsel and
deed), from Arimathaea, a city of
the Jews, who was also waiting
for God’s Kingdom. 52 This man
went to Pilate, and asked for Jesus’
body. 53 He took it down and
wrapped it in a linen cloth, and
laid him in a tomb that was cut
in stone, where no one had ever
been laid. 54 It was the day of
the Preparation, and the Sabbath
was drawing near. 55 The women
who had come with him out of
Galilee followed after, and saw the
tomb and how his body was laid.
56 They returned and prepared
spices and ointments. On the
Sabbath they rested according to
the commandment.

24
1But on the first day of theweek,

at early dawn, they and some oth-
ers came to the tomb, bringing the
spices which they had prepared.
2They found the stone rolled away
from the tomb. 3 They entered
in, and didn’t find the Lord Jesus’
body. 4 While they were greatly
perplexed about this, behold, two
men stood by them in dazzling
clothing. 5Becoming terrified, they
bowed their faces down to the
earth.
The men said to them, “Why

do you seek the living among the
dead? 6He isn’t here, but is risen.
Remember what he told you when
he was still in Galilee, 7 saying that
the Son of Man must be delivered
up into thehandsof sinfulmenand
be crucified, and the third day rise
again?”

8 They remembered his words,
9 returned from the tomb, and told
all these things to the eleven and to
all the rest. 10Now theywereMary

Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary
the mother of James. The other
womenwith themtold these things
to the apostles. 11 These words
seemed to them to be nonsense,
and they didn’t believe them.
12 But Peter got up and ran to the
tomb. Stooping and looking in,
he saw the strips of linen lying
by themselves, and he departed
to his home, wondering what had
happened.

13 Behold, two of them were
going that very day to a village
named Emmaus, which was sixty
stadia* from Jerusalem. 14 They
talked with each other about all
of these things which had hap-
pened. 15 While they talked and
questioned together, Jesus him-
self came near, and went with
them. 16 But their eyes were kept
from recognizing him. 17 He said
to them, “What are you talking
aboutasyouwalk, andaresad?”

18 One of them, named Cleopas,
answered him, “Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who doesn’t
know the things which have hap-
pened there in these days?”

19 He said to them, “What
things?”
They said to him, “The things

concerning Jesus the Nazarene,
who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the
people; 20andhow the chief priests
and our rulers delivered him up
to be condemned to death, and
crucified him. 21 But we were
hoping that it was he who would
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all
this, it is now the third day since
these things happened. 22 Also,
certain women of our company
amazed us, having arrived early at
the tomb; 23 and when they didn’t
find his body, they came saying
that they had also seen a vision of
angels, who said that he was alive.

* 24:13 60 stadia = about 11 kilometers or about 7 miles.
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24Some of us went to the tomb and
found it just like the women had
said, but they didn’t see him.”

25 He said to them, “Foolish
people, and slow of heart to
believe in all that the prophets
have spoken! 26 Didn’t the
Christ have to suffer these
things and to enter into his
glory?” 27 Beginning from Moses
and from all the prophets, he
explained to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning
himself.

28 They came near to the village
where they were going, and he
acted like he would go further.

29 They urged him, saying, “Stay
with us, for it is almost evening,
and the day is almost over.”
He went in to stay with them.

30 When he had sat down at the
table with them, he took the bread
and gave thanks. Breaking it, he
gave it to them. 31 Their eyes
were opened and they recognized
him; then he vanished out of
their sight. 32 They said to one
another, “Weren’t our hearts
burning within us while he spoke
to us along the way, and while
he opened the Scriptures to us?”
33 They rose up that very hour,
returned to Jerusalem, and found
the eleven gathered together,
and those who were with them,
34saying, “TheLord is risen indeed,
and has appeared to Simon!”
35 They related the things that
happened along the way, and how
he was recognized by them in the
breaking of the bread.

36 As they said these things, Je-
sushimself stoodamong them, and
said to them, “Peace be to you.”

37 But they were terrified and
filled with fear, and supposed that
they had seen a spirit.

38Hesaid to them, “Whyareyou
troubled? Why do doubts arise
in your hearts? 39Seemy hands

and my feet, that it is truly me.
Touch me and see, for a spirit
doesn’t have flesh and bones, as
you see that I have.” 40 When
he had said this, he showed them
his hands and his feet. 41 While
they still didn’t believe for joy, and
wondered, he said to them, “Do
you have anything here to eat?”

42 They gave him a piece of a
broiled fish and some honeycomb.
43 He took them, and ate in front
of them. 44He said to them, “This
is what I told you while I was
still with you, that all things
which are written in the law of
Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms concerning me must be
fulfilled.”

45 Then he opened their minds,
that they might understand the
Scriptures. 46 He said to them,
“Thus it is written, and thus it
was necessary for the Christ to
suffer and to rise from the dead
the third day, 47 and that re-
pentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name
to all the nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. 48You arewitnesses
of these things. 49Behold, I send
out the promise of my Father
on you. But wait in the city of
Jerusalem until you are clothed
with power from on high.”

50 He led them out as far as
Bethany, andhe lifted uphis hands
and blessed them. 51 While he
blessed them, he withdrew from
them and was carried up into
heaven. 52 They worshiped him
and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy, 53 and were continually
in the temple, praising and bless-
ing God. Amen.
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The Good News
According to

John
1 In the beginningwas theWord,

and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2 The same
was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made through
him. Without him, nothing was
made that has beenmade. 4 In him
was life, and the life was the light
of men. 5 The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness hasn’t
overcome* it.

6 There came a man sent from
God, whose name was John. 7 The
same came as a witness, that he
might testify about the light, that
allmight believe throughhim. 8He
was not the light, but was sent that
he might testify about the light.
9 The true light that enlightens ev-
eryonewas coming into theworld.

10 He was in the world, and the
world wasmade through him, and
the world didn’t recognize him.
11 He came to his own, and those
who were his own didn’t receive
him. 12 But as many as received
him, to them he gave the right to
become God’s children, to those
who believe in his name: 13 who
were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.

14 The Word became flesh and
lived among us. We saw his glory,
such glory as of the only born†
Son of the Father, full of grace
and truth. 15 John testified about
him. He cried out, saying, “This
was he of whom I said, ‘He who

comes after me has surpassed me,
for he was before me.’ ” 16 From
his fullness we all received grace
upon grace. 17 For the law was
given through Moses. Grace and
truth were realized through Jesus
Christ.‡ 18 No one has seen God
at any time. The only born§ Son,*
who is in the bosom of the Father,
has declared him.

19 This is John’s testimony, when
the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who
are you?”

20 He declared, and didn’t deny,
but he declared, “I am not the
Christ.”

21 They asked him, “What then?
Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
22 They said therefore to him,

“Who are you? Give us an answer
to take back to those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?”

23He said, “I am the voice of one
crying in the wilderness, ‘Make
straight the way of the Lord,’✡ as
Isaiah the prophet said.”

24 The ones who had been sent
were from the Pharisees. 25 They
asked him, “Why then do you bap-
tize if you are not the Christ, nor
Elijah, nor the prophet?”

26 John answered them, “I
baptize in water, but among
you stands one whom you don’t
know. 27He is the one who comes
after me, who is preferred before
me, whose sandal strap I’m not
worthy to loosen.” 28 These things
were done in Bethany beyond the
Jordan, where Johnwas baptizing.

* 1:5 The word translated “overcome” (κατέλαβεν) can also be translated “comprehended.” It
refers to getting a grip on an enemy to defeat him. † 1:14 The phrase “only born” is from
theGreekword “μονογενους”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”.
‡ 1:17 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. § 1:18 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek
word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. * 1:18
NU reads “God” ✡ 1:23 Isaiah 40:3 † 1:29 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”,means look at, take notice,
observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.



John 1:29 116 John 2:3

29 The next day, he saw Jesus
coming to him, and said, “Behold,†
the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world! 30 This is he
of whom I said, ‘After me comes
a man who is preferred before
me, for he was before me.’ 31 I
didn’t know him, but for this rea-
son I came baptizing in water, that
he would be revealed to Israel.”
32 John testified, saying, “I have
seen the Spirit descending like a
dove out of heaven, and it re-
mained on him. 33 I didn’t recog-
nize him, but he who sent me to
baptize in water said to me, ‘On
whomever you will see the Spirit
descending and remaining on him
is he who baptizes in the Holy
Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and have
testified that this is the SonofGod.”

35 Again, the next day, John was
standing with two of his disci-
ples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as
he walked, and said, “Behold, the
Lamb of God!” 37 The two dis-
ciples heard him speak, and they
followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned
and saw them following, and said
to them, “What are you looking
for?”
They said to him, “Rabbi”

(which is to say, being interpreted,
Teacher), “where are you staying?”

39 He said to them, “Come and
see.”
They came and saw where he

was staying, and they stayed with
him that day. It was about the
tenth hour.‡ 40One of the two who
heard John and followed him was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
41 He first found his own brother,
Simon, and said to him, “We have
found the Messiah!” (which is,
being interpreted, Christ§). 42 He
brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked
at him and said, “You are Simon
the son of Jonah. You shall be

called Cephas” (which is by inter-
pretation, Peter).*

43 On the next day, he was de-
termined to go out into Galilee,
and he found Philip. Jesus said to
him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip
was fromBethsaida, the city of An-
drew and Peter. 45 Philip found
Nathanael, and said to him, “We
have found him of whom Moses
in the law and also the prophets,
wrote: JesusofNazareth, the sonof
Joseph.”

46 Nathanael said to him, “Can
any good thing come out of
Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and

see.”
47 Jesus sawNathanael coming to

him, and said about him, “Behold,
an Israelite indeed, in whom is
no deceit!”

48 Nathanael said to him, “How
do you knowme?”
Jesus answered him, “Before

Philip called you, when you
were under the fig tree, I saw
you.”

49 Nathanael answered him,
“Rabbi, youare theSonofGod! You
are King of Israel!”

50 Jesus answered him, “Be-
cause I told you, ‘I saw you
underneath the fig tree,’ do you
believe? You will see greater
things than these!” 51 He said
to him, “Most certainly, I tell
you all, hereafter you will
see heaven opened, and the
angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son ofMan.”

2
1The third day, there was a wed-

ding in Cana of Galilee. Jesus’
mother was there. 2 Jesus also was
invited, with his disciples, to the
wedding. 3When thewine ran out,

‡ 1:39 4:00 p.m. § 1:41 “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) bothmean “AnointedOne”.
* 1:42 “Cephas” (Aramaic) and “Peter” (Greek) bothmean “Rock”.
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Jesus’ mother said to him, “They
have no wine.”

4 Jesus said to her, “Woman,
what does that have to do with
you and me? My hour has not
yet come.”

5Hismother said to the servants,
“Whatever he says to you, do it.”

6Now there were six water pots
of stone set there after the Jews’
way of purifying, containing two
or three metretes* apiece. 7 Jesus
said to them, “Fill the water pots
with water.” So they filled them
up to the brim. 8He said to them,
“Now draw some out, and take
it to the ruler of the feast.” So
they took it. 9When the ruler of the
feast tasted thewater now become
wine, and didn’t know where it
came from (but the servants who
had drawn the water knew), the
ruler of the feast called the bride-
groom 10 and said to him, “Every-
one serves the goodwine first, and
when the guests have drunk freely,
then thatwhich isworse. You have
kept the good wine until now!”
11 This beginning of his signs Je-
sus did in Cana of Galilee, and re-
vealed his glory; and his disciples
believed in him.

12 After this, he went down to
Capernaum, he, and his mother,
his brothers, and his disciples; and
they stayed there a few days.

13 The Passover of the Jews was
at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. 14He found in the tem-
ple those who sold oxen, sheep,
and doves, and the changers of
money sitting. 15He made a whip
of cords and drove all out of the
temple, both the sheep and the
oxen; andhepouredout thechang-
ers’ money and overthrew their
tables. 16 To those who sold the
doves, he said, “Take these things
out of here! Don’t make my
Father’s house a marketplace!”

17His disciples remembered that it
was written, “Zeal for your house
will eat me up.”✡

18 The Jews therefore answered
him, “What sign do you show us,
seeing that you do these things?”

19 Jesus answered them, “De-
stroy this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up.”

20 The Jews therefore said, “It
took forty-six years to build this
temple! Will you raise it up in
three days?” 21 But he spoke of the
temple of his body. 22When there-
fore he was raised from the dead,
his disciples remembered that he
said this, and they believed the
Scripture and the word which Je-
sus had said.

23 Now when he was in
Jerusalem at the Passover, during
the feast, many believed in his
name, observing his signs which
he did. 24 But Jesus didn’t entrust
himself to them, because he knew
everyone, 25 and because he
didn’t need for anyone to testify
concerning man; for he himself
knewwhat was inman.

3
1 Now there was a man of the

Pharisees named Nicodemus, a
rulerof the Jews. 2Hecameto Jesus
by night and said to him, “Rabbi,
we know that you are a teacher
come from God, for no one can do
these signs that you do, unless God
is with him.”

3 Jesus answered him, “Most
certainly I tell you, unless one is
born anew, * he can’t see God’s
Kingdom.”

4 Nicodemus said to him, “How
can aman be born when he is old?
Can he enter a second time into his
mother’s womb and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most cer-
tainly I tell you, unless one is
born of water and Spirit, he

* 2:6 2 to 3 metretes is about 20 to 30 U. S. Gallons, or 75 to 115 liters. ✡ 2:17 Psalm 69:9
* 3:3 The word translated “anew” here and in John 3:7 (ἄνωθεν) also means “again” and “from
above”.
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can’t enter into God’s Kingdom.
6That which is born of the flesh
is flesh. That which is born of
the Spirit is spirit. 7Don’t mar-
vel that I said to you, ‘You must
be born anew.’ 8 The wind†
blowswhere itwants to, andyou
hear its sound, but don’t know
where it comes from and where
it is going. So is everyonewho is
born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus answered him,
“How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered him, “Are
you the teacher of Israel, and
don’t understand these things?
11 Most certainly I tell you, we
speak that which we know and
testify of that which we have
seen, and you don’t receive our
witness. 12 If I told you earthly
things and you don’t believe,
how will you believe if I tell
you heavenly things? 13 No
one has ascended into heaven
but he who descended out of
heaven, the Son of Man, who
is in heaven. 14 As Moses
lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that
whoever believes in him should
notperish,buthaveeternal life.
16 For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only born‡ Son,
that whoever believes in him
should not perish, but have
eternal life. 17 For God didn’t
send his Son into the world to
judge the world, but that the
world should be saved through
him. 18 He who believes in
him is not judged. He who
doesn’t believe has been judged
already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only
born Son of God. 19 This is
the judgment, that the light has
come into the world, and men
loved the darkness rather than

the light, for their works were
evil. 20 For everyone who does
evil hates the light and doesn’t
come to the light, lest his works
would be exposed. 21 But he
who does the truth comes to
the light, that his works may be
revealed, that they have been
done in God.”

22After these things, Jesus came
with his disciples into the land of
Judea. He stayed there with them
and baptized. 23 John also was
baptizing in Enon near Salim, be-
cause therewasmuchwater there.
They came and were baptized;
24 for John was not yet thrown
into prison. 25 Therefore a dispute
arose on thepart of John’s disciples
with some Jews about purification.
26 They came to John and said to
him, “Rabbi, he who was with you
beyond the Jordan, to whom you
have testified, behold, he baptizes,
and everyone is coming to him.”

27 John answered, “A man can
receive nothing unless it has been
given him from heaven. 28 You
yourselves testify that I said, ‘I
am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have
been sent before him.’ 29 He who
has the bride is the bridegroom;
but the friend of the bridegroom,
who stands and hears him, re-
joices greatly because of the bride-
groom’s voice. Therefore my joy is
made full. 30Hemust increase, but
I must decrease.

31 “He who comes from above is
above all. Hewho is from the earth
belongs to the earth and speaks of
the earth. He who comes from
heaven is above all. 32What he has
seen and heard, of that he testifies;
and no one receives his witness.
33Hewho has received his witness
has set his seal to this, that God
is true. 34 For he whom God has
sent speaks the words of God; for

† 3:8 The sameGreekword (πνεῦμα) meanswind, breath, and spirit. ‡ 3:16 The phrase “only
born” is fromtheGreekword “μονογενη”,which is sometimes translated “onlybegotten” or “one
and only”.
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God gives the Spirit without mea-
sure. 35 The Father loves the Son,
and has given all things into his
hand. 36 One who believes in the
Son has eternal life, but one who
disobeys§ the Son won’t see life,
but the wrath of God remains on
him.”

4
1 Therefore when the Lord

knew that the Pharisees had
heard that Jesus was making and
baptizingmore disciples than John
2 (although Jesus himself didn’t
baptize, but his disciples), 3 he left
Judea and departed into Galilee.
4 He needed to pass through
Samaria. 5 So he came to a city
of Samaria called Sychar, near the
parcel of ground that Jacob gave to
his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was
there. Jesus therefore, being tired
from his journey, sat down by the
well. It was about the sixth hour.*

7 A woman of Samaria came to
draw water. Jesus said to her,
“Give me a drink.” 8 For his dis-
ciples had gone away into the city
to buy food.

9 The Samaritan woman there-
fore said tohim, “Howis it thatyou,
being a Jew, ask for a drink from
me, a Samaritan woman?” (For
Jews have no dealingswith Samar-
itans.)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you
knew the gift of God, and who
it is who says to you, ‘Give me
a drink,’ you would have asked
him, and he would have given
you living water.”

11 The woman said to him, “Sir,
you have nothing to draw with,
and the well is deep. So where do
you get that living water? 12 Are
you greater than our father Jacob,
who gave us the well and drank
from it himself, as did his children
and his livestock?”

13 Jesus answered her, “Every-
one who drinks of this water
will thirst again, 14butwhoever
drinks of the water that I will
give himwill never thirst again;
but thewater that Iwill givehim
will become in him awell of wa-
ter springing up to eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir,
give me this water, so that I don’t
get thirsty, neither come all the
way here to draw.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call
your husband, and comehere.”

17Thewoman answered, “I have
no husband.”
Jesus said to her, “You saidwell,

‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you
have had five husbands; and he
whom you now have is not your
husband. This you have said
truly.”

19 The woman said to him, “Sir,
I perceive that you are a prophet.
20 Our fathers worshiped in this
mountain, and you Jews say that in
Jerusalem is the place where peo-
ple ought to worship.”

21 Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe me, the hour is com-
ing when neither in this moun-
tain nor in Jerusalem will you
worship the Father. 22 You
worship that which you don’t
know. We worship that which
we know; for salvation is from
the Jews. 23But the hour comes,
and now is, when the true wor-
shipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth, for the Fa-
ther seeks such to be his wor-
shipers. 24 God is spirit, and
those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.”

25 The woman said to him, “I
know that Messiah is coming, he
who is called Christ.† When he
has come, he will declare to us all
things.”

§ 3:36 The same word can be translated “disobeys” or “disbelieves” in this context. * 4:6
noon † 4:25 “Messiah” (Hebrew) and “Christ” (Greek) bothmean “Anointed One”.
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26 Jesus said to her, “I amhe, the
one who speaks to you.”

27 Just then, his disciples came.
They marveled that he was speak-
ing with a woman; yet no one
said, “What are you looking for?”
or, “Why do you speak with her?”
28 So the woman left her water
pot, went away into the city, and
said to the people, 29 “Come, see a
manwho toldme everything that I
have done. Can this be the Christ?”
30 They went out of the city, and
were coming to him.

31 In the meanwhile, the disci-
ples urged him, saying, “Rabbi,
eat.”

32 But he said to them, “I have
food to eat that you don’t know
about.”

33 The disciples therefore said to
one another, “Has anyone brought
him something to eat?”

34 Jesus said to them, “My food
is to do the will of him who sent
me and to accomplish his work.
35 Don’t you say, ‘There are yet
four months until the harvest?’
Behold, I tell you, lift up your
eyes and look at the fields, that
they are white for harvest al-
ready. 36Hewho reaps receives
wages and gathers fruit to eter-
nal life, that both he who sows
and he who reaps may rejoice
together. 37 For in this the
saying is true, ‘One sows, and
another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to
reap that for which you haven’t
labored. Others have labored,
and you have entered into their
labor.”

39 From that city many of
the Samaritans believed in him
because of theword of thewoman,
who testified, “He told me every-
thing that I have done.” 40 Sowhen
the Samaritans came to him, they
begged him to stay with them. He
stayed there two days. 41 Many
more believed because of his

word. 42 They said to the woman,
“Now we believe, not because of
your speaking; for we have heard
for ourselves, and know that this is
indeed the Christ, the Savior of the
world.”

43After the two days hewent out
from there and went into Galilee.
44 For Jesus himself testified that
a prophet has no honor in his
own country. 45 So when he came
into Galilee, the Galileans received
him, having seen all the things that
he did in Jerusalem at the feast, for
they also went to the feast. 46 Jesus
came therefore again to Cana of
Galilee, where he made the water
into wine. There was a certain
nobleman whose son was sick at
Capernaum. 47Whenheheard that
Jesus had come out of Judea into
Galilee, hewent to himand begged
him that hewould come down and
heal his son, for hewas at the point
of death. 48 Jesus therefore said to
him, “Unless you see signs and
wonders, you will in no way be-
lieve.”

49 The nobleman said to him,
“Sir, come down before my child
dies.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Go your
way. Your son lives.” The
man believed the word that Jesus
spoke to him, and hewent his way.
51 As he was going down, his ser-
vants met him and reported, say-
ing “Your child lives!” 52 So he
inquired of them the hour when
he began to get better. They said
therefore to him, “Yesterday at the
seventh hour,‡ the fever left him.”
53 So the father knew that it was
at that hour in which Jesus said
to him, “Your son lives.” He
believed, as did his whole house.
54This is again the second sign that
Jesusdid, having comeout of Judea
into Galilee.

5
1 After these things, there was

‡ 4:52 1:00 p.m.
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a feast of the Jews, and Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now
in Jerusalem by the sheep gate,
there is a pool, which is called in
Hebrew, “Bethesda”, having five
porches. 3 In these lay a great
multitude of those who were sick,
blind, lame, or paralyzed, wait-
ing for the moving of the water;
4 for an angelwent downat certain
times into the pool and stirred up
the water. Whoever stepped in
first after the stirring of the water
was healed of whatever disease he
had.* 5 A certain man was there
who had been sick for thirty-eight
years. 6When Jesus saw him lying
there, and knew that he had been
sick for a long time, he asked him,
“Do youwant to bemadewell?”

7 The sick man answered him,
“Sir, I have no one to put me into
the pool when the water is stirred
up, but while I’m coming, another
steps down before me.”

8 Jesus said to him, “Arise, take
up yourmat, andwalk.”

9 Immediately, the man was
madewell, and tookuphismatand
walked.
Now that day was a Sabbath.

10 So the Jews said to him who was
cured, “It is the Sabbath. It is not
lawful for you to carry themat.”

11 He answered them, “He who
mademewell said tome, ‘Take up
yourmat andwalk.’”

12 Then they asked him, “Who is
themanwho said to you, ‘Take up
yourmat andwalk’?”

13 But he who was healed didn’t
know who it was, for Jesus had
withdrawn, a crowd being in the
place.

14Afterward Jesus found him in
the temple and said to him, “Be-
hold, you are made well. Sin
no more, so that nothing worse
happens to you.”

15 The man went away, and told
the Jews that it was Jesus who
had made him well. 16 For this
cause the Jews persecuted Jesus
and sought to kill him, because he
did these things on the Sabbath.
17 But Jesus answered them, “My
Father is still working, so I am
working, too.”

18 For this cause therefore the
Jews sought all the more to kill
him, because he not only broke the
Sabbath, but also called God his
own Father, making himself equal
with God. 19 Jesus therefore an-
swered them, “Most certainly, I
tell you, the Son can do noth-
ing of himself, but what he sees
the Father doing. For whatever
things he does, these the Son
also does likewise. 20 For the
Fatherhas affection for the Son,
and showshimall things that he
himself does. He will show him
greater works than these, that
you may marvel. 21 For as the
Father raises thedeadand gives
them life, even so the Son also
gives life to whom he desires.
22 For the Father judges no one,
but he has given all judgment to
the Son, 23 that all may honor
the Son, even as they honor the
Father. He who doesn’t honor
the Son doesn’t honor the Fa-
ther who sent him.

24 “Most certainly I tell you,
he who hears my word and be-
lieveshimwhosentmehaseter-
nal life, and doesn’t come into
judgment, but has passed out of
death into life. 25 Most cer-
tainly I tell you, thehour comes,
and now is, when the dead will
hear the Son of God’s voice; and
those who hear will live. 26 For
as the Father has life in himself,
evensohegaveto theSonalso to
have life in himself. 27He also
gave him authority to execute
judgment, because he is a son of

* 5:4 NU omits from “waiting” in verse 3 to the end of verse 4.
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man. 28Don’tmarvel at this, for
thehour comes inwhich allwho
are in the tombs will hear his
voice 29andwill comeout; those
who have done good, to the res-
urrection of life; and those who
have done evil, to the resurrec-
tion of judgment. 30 I can of
myself do nothing. As I hear, I
judge; and my judgment is righ-
teous, because I don’t seek my
own will, but the will of my Fa-
ther who sentme.

31“If I testify aboutmyself,my
witness is not valid. 32 It is
another who testifies aboutme.
I know that the testimonywhich
he testifies about me is true.
33You have sent to John, and he
has testified to the truth. 34But
the testimony which I receive
is not from man. However, I
say these things that youmaybe
saved. 35 He was the burning
and shining lamp, and youwere
willing to rejoice for a while in
his light. 36 But the testimony
which Ihave isgreater thanthat
of John; for theworkswhich the
Father gave me to accomplish,
the very works that I do, testify
about me, that the Father has
sent me. 37The Father himself,
who sentme, has testifiedabout
me. You have neither heard his
voice at any time, nor seen his
form. 38 You don’t have his
word living in you, because you
don’tbelievehimwhomhesent.

39 “You search the Scriptures,
because you think that in them
you have eternal life; and these
are theywhich testify aboutme.
40 Yet you will not come to me,
that youmayhave life. 41 I don’t
receive glory from men. 42But
I know you, that you don’t have
God’s love in yourselves. 43 I
have come inmyFather’s name,
and you don’t receive me. If

another comes inhis ownname,
youwill receivehim. 44Howcan
you believe, who receive glory
fromoneanother, andyoudon’t
seek the glory that comes from
the only God?

45 “Don’t think that I will ac-
cuse you to the Father. There
is one who accuses you, even
Moses, on whom you have set
your hope. 46 For if you
believed Moses, you would be-
lieveme; forhewroteaboutme.
47 But if you don’t believe his
writings, how will you believe
mywords?”

6
1 After these things, Jesus went

away to the other side of the sea
of Galilee, which is also called the
Sea of Tiberias. 2A greatmultitude
followedhim,because theysawhis
signs which he did on those who
were sick. 3 Jesus went up into the
mountain, and he sat there with
his disciples. 4 Now the Passover,
the feast of the Jews, was at hand.
5 Jesus therefore, lifting up his eyes
and seeing that a great multitude
was coming to him, said to Philip,
“Where are we to buy bread,
that these may eat?” 6 He said
this to test him, for he himself
knewwhat he would do.

7 Philip answered him, “Two
hundred denarii* worth of bread
is not sufficient for them, that ev-
ery one of them may receive a lit-
tle.”

8 One of his disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, said to him,
9 “There is a boy here who has
five barley loaves and two fish, but
what are these among somany?”

10 Jesus said, “Have the people
sit down.” Now there was much
grass in that place. So the men
sat down, in number about five
thousand. 11 Jesus took the loaves,

* 6:7 A denarius was a silver coin worth about a day’s wages for an agricultural laborer, so 200
denarii would be between 6 and 7month’s pay.
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and having given thanks, he
distributed to the disciples, and
the disciples to those who were
sitting down, likewise also of the
fish as much as they desired.
12 When they were filled, he said
to his disciples, “Gather up the
broken pieces which are left
over, that nothing be lost.”
13 So they gathered them up,
and filled twelve baskets with
broken pieces from the five barley
loaves, which were left over by
those who had eaten. 14 When
therefore the people saw the sign
which Jesus did, they said, “This
is truly the prophet who comes
into the world.” 15 Jesus therefore,
perceiving that they were about
to come and take him by force to
make him king, withdrew again to
themountain by himself.

16When evening came, his disci-
ples went down to the sea. 17 They
entered into the boat, and were
going over the sea to Capernaum.
It was now dark, and Jesus had
not come to them. 18 The sea was
tossed by a great wind blowing.
19When therefore they had rowed
about twenty-five or thirty stadia,†
they saw Jesuswalking on the sea✡
and drawing near to the boat; and
they were afraid. 20 But he said to
them, “It is I.‡ Don’t be afraid.”
21 They were willing therefore to
receive him into the boat. Imme-
diately the boat was at the land
where they were going.

22 On the next day, the multi-
tude that stood on the other side
of the sea saw that there was no
other boat there, except the one
in which his disciples had em-
barked, and that Jesus hadn’t en-
tered with his disciples into the
boat, but his disciples had gone
away alone. 23 However, boats

from Tiberias came near to the
place where they ate the bread
after the Lord had given thanks.
24 When the multitude therefore
saw that Jesuswasn’t there, nor his
disciples, they themselves got into
the boats and came to Capernaum,
seeking Jesus. 25When they found
him on the other side of the sea,
they asked him, “Rabbi, when did
you come here?”

26 Jesus answered them, “Most
certainly I tell you, you seekme,
not because you saw signs, but
because you ate of the loaves
and were filled. 27 Don’t work
for the foodwhich perishes, but
for the food which remains to
eternal life, which the Son of
Man will give to you. For God
the Father has sealed him.”

28 They said therefore to him,
“What must we do, that we may
work the works of God?”

29 Jesus answered them, “This is
the work of God, that you be-
lieve in himwhomhe has sent.”

30 They said therefore to him,
“What then do you do for a sign,
that we may see and believe you?
What work do you do? 31 Our fa-
thers ate the manna in the wilder-
ness. As it iswritten, ‘He gave them
bread out of heaven§ to eat.’ ”✡

32 Jesus therefore said to them,
“Most certainly, I tell you, it
wasn’t Moses who gave you the
bread out of heaven, but my Fa-
ther gives you the true bread
out of heaven. 33 For the bread
ofGod is thatwhichcomesdown
out of heaven and gives life to
the world.”

34 They said therefore to him,
“Lord, always give us this bread.”

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the
bread of life. Whoever comes to
mewill not be hungry, and who-
ever believes in me will never

† 6:19 25 to 30 stadia is about 5 to 6kilometers or about 3 to 4miles ✡ 6:19 See Job9:8 ‡ 6:20
or, I AM § 6:31 Greek and Hebrew use the sameword for “heaven”, “the heavens”, “the sky”,
and “the air”. ✡ 6:31 Exodus 16:4; Nehemiah 9:15; Psalm 78:24-25
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be thirsty. 36But I told you that
you have seen me, and yet you
don’tbelieve. 37All thosewhom
theFather givesmewill come to
me. He who comes to me I will
in no way throw out. 38 For I
have come down from heaven,
not to do my own will, but the
will of himwho sentme. 39This
is thewill ofmyFatherwho sent
me, that of all he has given to
me I should lose nothing, but
should raise him up at the last
day. 40This is thewill of the one
who sentme, that everyonewho
sees the Son andbelieves in him
should have eternal life; and I
will raisehimupat the lastday.”

41The Jews thereforemurmured
concerning him, because he said,
“I am the bread which came
down out of heaven.” 42 They
said, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son of
Joseph, whose father and mother
we know? How then does he
say, ‘I have come down out of
heaven?’ ”

43 Therefore Jesus answered
them, “Don’t murmur among
yourselves. 44 No one can
come to me unless the Father
who sent me draws him; and
I will raise him up in the last
day. 45 It is written in the
prophets, ‘They will all be
taught by God.’ ✡ Therefore
everyone who hears from the
Father and has learned, comes
to me. 46 Not that anyone has
seen the Father, except he who
is from God. He has seen the
Father. 47 Most certainly, I
tell you, he who believes in me
has eternal life. 48 I am the
bread of life. 49 Your fathers
ate themanna in thewilderness
and they died. 50 This is the
bread which comes down out of
heaven, that anyone may eat of
it and not die. 51 I am the living
bread which came down out of
heaven. If anyone eats of this

bread, he will live forever. Yes,
the bread which I will give for
the life of theworld ismyflesh.”

52 The Jews therefore contended
with one another, saying, “How
can this man give us his flesh to
eat?”

53 Jesus therefore said to them,
“Most certainly I tell you, unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink his blood, you
don’t have life in yourselves.
54 He who eats my flesh and
drinks my blood has eternal
life, and I will raise him up at
the last day. 55 For my flesh
is food indeed, and my blood is
drink indeed. 56 He who eats
my flesh and drinks my blood
lives in me, and I in him. 57As
the living Father sent me, and
I live because of the Father, so
he who feeds on me will also
live because of me. 58 This
is the bread which came down
out of heaven—not as our fa-
thers ate the manna and died.
He who eats this bread will live
forever.” 59 He said these things
in the synagogue, as he taught in
Capernaum.

60 Therefore many of his disci-
ples, when they heard this, said,
“This is a hard saying! Who can
listen to it?”

61 But Jesus knowing in him-
self that his disciples murmured
at this, said to them, “Does this
cause you to stumble? 62 Then
what if you would see the Son
of Man ascending to where he
was before? 63 It is the spirit
who gives life. The flesh profits
nothing. The words that I speak
to you are spirit, and are life.
64But there are someof youwho
don’t believe.” For Jesus knew
from the beginningwho theywere
who didn’t believe, andwho it was
who would betray him. 65He said,
“For this cause I have said to

✡ 6:45 Isaiah 54:13
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you that no one can come tome,
unless it is given to him by my
Father.”

66 At this, many of his disciples
went back and walked no more
with him. 67 Jesus said therefore to
the twelve, “You don’t also want
to go away, do you?”

68 Simon Peter answered him,
“Lord, to whom would we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
69 We have come to believe and
know that you are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.”

70 Jesus answered them, “Didn’t
I choose you, the twelve, and
one of you is a devil?” 71 Now
he spoke of Judas, the son of Si-
mon Iscariot, for it was he who
would betray him, being one of the
twelve.

7
1 After these things, Jesus was

walking in Galilee, for he wouldn’t
walk in Judea, because the Jews
sought to kill him. 2Now the feast
of the Jews, the Feast of Booths,
was at hand. 3His brothers there-
fore said tohim, “Depart fromhere
and go into Judea, that your dis-
ciples also may see your works
which you do. 4 For no one does
anything in secret while he seeks
to be known openly. If you do
these things, reveal yourself to the
world.” 5 For even his brothers
didn’t believe in him.

6 Jesus therefore said to them,
“My time has not yet come,
but your time is always ready.
7 The world can’t hate you, but
it hates me, because I testify
about it, that its works are
evil. 8 You go up to the feast.
I am not yet going up to this
feast, becausemy time is not yet
fulfilled.”

9 Having said these things to
them, he stayed in Galilee. 10 But
when his brothers had gone up to
the feast, then he also went up, not

publicly, but as it were in secret.
11 The Jews therefore sought him
at the feast, and said, “Where is
he?” 12 There was much murmur-
ingamong themultitudes concern-
ing him. Some said, “He is a good
man.” Others said, “Not so, but he
leads the multitude astray.” 13 Yet
no one spoke openly of him for
fear of the Jews. 14 But when it
was now the middle of the feast,
Jesus went up into the temple and
taught. 15 The Jews therefore mar-
veled, saying, “How does this man
know letters, having never been
educated?”

16 Jesus therefore answered
them, “My teaching is not mine,
but his who sent me. 17 If
anyone desires to do his will, he
will know about the teaching,
whether it is from God or if I
am speaking frommyself. 18He
who speaks from himself seeks
his own glory, but he who seeks
the glory of him who sent him
is true, and no unrighteousness
is in him. 19 Didn’t Moses give
you the law, and yet none of you
keeps the law? Why do you seek
to kill me?”

20Themultitude answered, “You
have a demon! Who seeks to kill
you?”

21 Jesus answered them, “I did
onework and you allmarvel be-
cause of it. 22Moses has given
you circumcision (not that it is
of Moses, but of the fathers),
and on the Sabbath you circum-
cise a boy. 23 If a boy re-
ceives circumcision on the Sab-
bath, that the law of Moses may
not be broken, are you angry
with me because I made a man
completely healthy on the Sab-
bath? 24Don’t judge according
to appearance, but judge righ-
teous judgment.”

25 Therefore some of them of
Jerusalemsaid, “Isn’t thishewhom
they seek to kill? 26 Behold, he
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speaks openly, and they say noth-
ing to him. Can it be that the
rulers indeed know that this is
truly the Christ? 27 However, we
knowwhere thisman comes from,
but when the Christ comes, no one
will knowwhere he comes from.”

28 Jesus therefore cried out in the
temple, teaching and saying, “You
both knowme, and knowwhere
I am from. I have not come of
myself, but he who sent me is
true, whom you don’t know. 29 I
know him, because I am from
him, and he sentme.”

30 They sought therefore to take
him; but no one laid a hand on
him, because his hour had not
yet come. 31 But of the multi-
tude, many believed in him. They
said, “When the Christ comes, he
won’t do more signs than those
which thisman has done, will he?”
32 The Pharisees heard the multi-
tude murmuring these things con-
cerning him, and the chief priests
and the Pharisees sent officers to
arrest him.

33 Then Jesus said, “I will be
with you a little while longer,
then I go to him who sent me.
34 You will seek me and won’t
find me. You can’t come where
I am.”

35The Jews therefore saidamong
themselves, “Where will this man
go that we won’t find him? Will
he go to the Dispersion among
the Greeks and teach the Greeks?
36 What is this word that he said,
‘Youwill seekme,andwon’tfind
me;’ and ‘Where I am, you can’t
come’?”

37 Now on the last and greatest
day of the feast, Jesus stood and
cried out, “If anyone is thirsty,
let him come to me and drink!
38He who believes in me, as the
Scripture has said, from within
himwill flowrivers of livingwa-
ter.” 39 But he said this about
the Spirit, which those believing in

him were to receive. For the Holy
Spirit was not yet given, because
Jesus wasn’t yet glorified.

40 Many of the multitude there-
fore, when they heard these
words, said, “This is truly the
prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is
the Christ.” But some said, “What,
does theChrist comeoutofGalilee?
42Hasn’t the Scripture said that the
Christ comes of the offspring* of
David, ✡ and from Bethlehem,✡ the
village where David was?” 43 So
a division arose in the multitude
because of him. 44 Some of them
would have arrested him, but no
one laid hands on him. 45 The
officers therefore came to the chief
priests and Pharisees; and they
said to them, “Why didn’t you
bring him?”

46 The officers answered, “No
man ever spoke like this man!”

47 The Pharisees therefore an-
swered them, “You aren’t also led
astray, are you? 48 Have any of
the rulers or any of the Pharisees
believed in him? 49 But this mul-
titude that doesn’t know the law is
cursed.”

50 Nicodemus (he who came to
him by night, being one of them)
said to them, 51“Doesour law judge
a man unless it first hears from
himpersonally andknowswhathe
does?”

52 They answered him, “Are you
also from Galilee? Search and see
that no prophet has arisen out of
Galilee.”✡

53 Everyone went to his own
house,

8
1 but Jesus went to the Mount of

Olives.
2Nowvery early in themorning,

he came again into the temple, and
all the people came to him. He
sat down and taught them. 3 The
scribes and the Pharisees brought

* 7:42 or, seed ✡ 7:42 2 Samuel 7:12 ✡ 7:42 Micah 5:2 ✡ 7:52 See Isaiah 9:1; Matthew
4:13-16
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a woman taken in adultery. Hav-
ing set her in the middle, 4 they
told him, “Teacher, we found this
woman in adultery, in the very
act. 5Now in our law, Moses com-
manded us to stone such women.✡
What then do you say about her?”
6 They said this testing him, that
they might have something to ac-
cuse him of.
But Jesus stooped down and

wrote on the ground with his
finger. 7 But when they continued
asking him, he looked up and said
to them, “He who is without sin
among you, let him throw the
first stone at her.” 8 Again he
stooped down and wrote on the
groundwith his finger.

9 They, when they heard it, be-
ing convicted by their conscience,
went out one by one, beginning
from the oldest, even to the last. Je-
sus was left alone with the woman
where she was, in the middle.
10 Jesus, standing up, saw her and
said, “Woman, where are your
accusers? Did no one condemn
you?”

11 She said, “No one, Lord.”
Jesus said, “Neither do I con-

demn you. Go your way. From
now on, sin nomore.”*

12 Again, therefore, Jesus spoke
to them, saying, “I am the light of
the world.✡ He who follows me
will not walk in the darkness,
but will have the light of life.”

13 The Pharisees therefore said
to him, “You testify about yourself.
Your testimony is not valid.”

14 Jesusanswered them, “Even if
I testify about myself, my testi-
mony is true, for I knowwhere I
came from, and where I am go-
ing; but you don’t know where
I came from, or where I am go-
ing. 15 You judge according to

theflesh. I judgenoone. 16Even
if I do judge, my judgment is
true, for I am not alone, but I
amwith theFatherwhosentme.
17 It’s also written in your law
that the testimonyof twopeople
is valid.✡ 18 I am one who tes-
tifies about myself, and the Fa-
therwho sentme testifies about
me.”

19 They said therefore to him,
“Where is your Father?”
Jesus answered, “Youknownei-

ther me nor my Father. If you
knew me, you would know my
Father also.” 20 Jesus spoke these
words in the treasury, as he taught
in the temple. Yet no one arrested
him, because his hour had not yet
come. 21 Jesus said therefore again
to them, “I am going away, and
you will seek me, and you will
die in your sins. Where I go, you
can’t come.”

22 The Jews therefore said, “Will
he kill himself, because he says,
‘Where I am going, you can’t
come’?”

23 He said to them, “You are
frombeneath. I am fromabove.
You are of this world. I am not
of thisworld. 24 I said therefore
to you that you will die in your
sins; for unless you believe that
I am† he, you will die in your
sins.”

25 They said therefore to him,
“Who are you?”
Jesus said to them, “Just what

I have been saying to you from
the beginning. 26 I have many
things to speakandto judgecon-
cerning you. However, he who
sent me is true; and the things
which I heard from him, these I
say to the world.”

27 They didn’t understand that
he spoke to them about the Father.
28 Jesus therefore said to them,

✡ 8:5 Leviticus 20:10; Deuteronomy 22:22 * 8:11 NU includes John 7:53–John 8:11, but puts
brackets around it to indicate that the textual critics had less confidence that this was original.
✡ 8:12 Isaiah 60:1 ✡ 8:17 Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15 † 8:24 or, I AM
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“When you have lifted up the
Son of Man, then you will know
that I am he, and I do nothing of
myself, but as my Father taught
me, I say these things. 29Hewho
sent me is with me. The Father
hasn’t leftmealone, for Ialways
do the things that are pleasing
to him.”

30Ashe spoke these things,many
believed in him. 31 Jesus there-
fore said to those Jews who had
believed him, “If you remain in
my word, then you are truly my
disciples. 32 You will know the
truth, and the truth will make
you free.” ✡

33 They answered him, “We are
Abraham’s offspring, and have
never been in bondage to anyone.
How do you say, ‘You will be
made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Most
certainly I tell you, everyone
who commits sin is the bond-
servant of sin. 35 A bondser-
vant doesn’t live in the house
forever. A son remains forever.
36 If therefore the Son makes
you free, you will be free in-
deed. 37 I know that you are
Abraham’s offspring, yet you
seek to kill me, because my
word finds no place in you. 38 I
say the things which I have seen
withmy Father; and you also do
the things which you have seen
with your father.”

39 They answered him, “Our fa-
ther is Abraham.”
Jesus said to them, “If you were

Abraham’s children, you would
do the works of Abraham.
40 But now you seek to kill me,
a man who has told you the
truth which I heard from God.
Abraham didn’t do this. 41You
do the works of your father.”
They said to him, “We were not

born of sexual immorality. We
have one Father, God.”

42 Therefore Jesus said to them,
“If God were your father, you
would love me, for I came out
and have come from God. For I
haven’t come of myself, but he
sent me. 43Why don’t you un-
derstand my speech? Because
you can’t hear my word. 44You
are of your father the devil, and
you want to do the desires of
your father. He was a mur-
derer from the beginning, and
doesn’t stand in the truth, be-
cause there is no truth in him.
When he speaks a lie, he speaks
on his own; for he is a liar, and
the fatherof lies. 45Butbecause
I tell the truth, youdon’tbelieve
me. 46Whichof youconvictsme
of sin? If I tell the truth, why do
younotbelieveme? 47Hewhois
of God hears the words of God.
For this cause you don’t hear,
because you are not of God.”

48 Then the Jews answered him,
“Don’t we say well that you are a
Samaritan, and have a demon?”

49 Jesus answered, “I don’t have
a demon, but I honormy Father
and you dishonor me. 50 But I
don’t seek my own glory. There
is one who seeks and judges.
51Most certainly, I tell you, if a
person keeps my word, he will
never see death.”

52 Then the Jews said to him,
“Now we know that you have a
demon. Abraham died, as did the
prophets; and you say, ‘If a man
keeps my word, he will never
taste of death.’ 53Are you greater
than our father Abraham, who
died? The prophets died. Who do
youmake yourself out to be?”

54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify
myself, my glory is nothing. It
is my Father who glorifies me,
of whom you say that he is our
God. 55 You have not known
him, but I know him. If I said,
‘I don’t know him,’ I would be

✡ 8:32 Psalm 119:45
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like you, a liar. But I know him
and keep his word. 56 Your
father Abraham rejoiced to see
myday. He saw it andwas glad.”

57The Jews therefore said tohim,
“You are not yet fifty years old!
Have you seen Abraham?”

58 Jesus said to them, “Most
certainly, I tell you, before
Abraham came into existence,
I AM.✡”

59 Therefore they took up stones
to throw at him, but Jesus hid him-
self and went out of the temple,
having gone through themiddle of
them, and so passed by.

9
1As he passed by, he saw a man

blind from birth. 2 His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
thismanorhisparents, thathewas
born blind?”

3 Jesus answered, “This man
didn’t sin, nor did his parents,
but that the works of Godmight
be revealed in him. 4 I must
work theworks of himwho sent
me while it is day. The night is
coming, when no one can work.
5While I am in the world, I am
the light of the world.” 6 When
he had said this, he spat on the
ground,mademudwith the saliva,
anointed the blindman’s eyeswith
the mud, 7 and said to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which means “Sent”). So he went
away, washed, and came back see-
ing.

8 Therefore the neighbors and
those who saw that he was blind
before said, “Isn’t this he who sat
and begged?” 9 Others were say-
ing, “It is he.” Still others were
saying, “He looks like him.”
He said, “I am he.”
10 They therefore were ask-

ing him, “How were your eyes
opened?”

11 He answered, “A man called
Jesus made mud, anointed my
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to the
pool of Siloam and wash.’ So
I went away and washed, and I
received sight.”

12 Then they asked him, “Where
is he?”
He said, “I don’t know.”
13 They brought him who had

been blind to the Pharisees. 14 It
was a Sabbath when Jesus made
the mud and opened his eyes.
15 Again therefore the Pharisees
also askedhimhowhe receivedhis
sight. He said to them, “Heputmud
onmy eyes, I washed, and I see.”

16 Some therefore of the Phar-
isees said, “This man is not from
God, because he doesn’t keep the
Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can a man

who is a sinner do such signs?” So
there was division among them.

17Therefore they asked the blind
managain, “Whatdoyousayabout
him, because he opened your
eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
18 The Jews therefore didn’t be-

lieve concerning him, that he had
been blind and had received his
sight, until they called the par-
ents of him who had received his
sight, 19 and asked them, “Is this
your son, whom you say was born
blind? How then does he now
see?”

20 His parents answered them,
“We know that this is our son,
and that he was born blind; 21 but
how he now sees, we don’t know;
or who opened his eyes, we don’t
know. He is of age. Ask him.
He will speak for himself.” 22 His
parents said these things because
they feared the Jews; for the Jews
had already agreed that if anyman
would confess him as Christ, he
would be put out of the synagogue.

✡ 8:58 Exodus 3:14
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23Thereforehisparents said, “He is
of age. Ask him.”

24 So they called the man who
was blind a second time, and said
to him, “Give glory to God. We
know that this man is a sinner.”

25 He therefore answered, “I
don’t know if he is a sinner. One
thing I do know: that though I was
blind, now I see.”

26They said to him again, “What
did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?”

27He answered them, “I told you
already, and youdidn’t listen. Why
do you want to hear it again? You
don’t also want to become his dis-
ciples, do you?”

28 They insulted him and said,
“You are his disciple, but we are
disciples ofMoses. 29Weknow that
God has spoken to Moses. But as
for thisman,we don’t knowwhere
he comes from.”

30 The man answered them,
“How amazing! You don’t know
where he comes from, yet he
opened my eyes. 31We know that
God doesn’t listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and
does his will, he listens to him.✡
32 Since the world began it has
never been heard of that anyone
opened the eyes of someone born
blind. 33 If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing.”

34 They answered him, “You
were altogether born in sins, and
do you teach us?” Then they threw
him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had
thrown him out, and finding him,
he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of God?”

36 He answered, “Who is he,
Lord, that I may believe in him?”

37 Jesus said to him, “You have
both seen him, and it is he who
speaks with you.”

38He said, “Lord, I believe!” and
he worshiped him.

39 Jesus said, “I came into this
world for judgment, that those
who don’t see may see; and
that those who see may become
blind.”

40 Those of the Pharisees who
were with him heard these things,
and said to him, “Are we also
blind?”

41 Jesus said to them, “If you
were blind, you would have no
sin; but now you say, ‘We see.’
Therefore your sin remains.

10
1 “Most certainly, I tell you,

one who doesn’t enter by the
door into the sheep fold, but
climbs up some other way, is
a thief and a robber. 2 But
one who enters in by the door
is the shepherd of the sheep.
3The gatekeeper opens the gate
for him, and the sheep listen
to his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them
out. 4 Whenever he brings
out his own sheep, he goes be-
fore them; and the sheep follow
him, for they know his voice.
5They will by nomeans follow a
stranger, but will flee fromhim;
for they don’t know the voice
of strangers.” 6 Jesus spoke this
parable to them, but they didn’t
understand what he was telling
them.

7 Jesus therefore said to them
again, “Most certainly, I tell you,
I am the sheep’s door. 8All who
came beforeme are thieves and
robbers, but the sheep didn’t
listen to them. 9 I am the
door. If anyone enters in by
me, hewill be saved, andwill go
in and go out and will find pas-
ture. 10The thief only comes to
steal, kill, and destroy. I came
that theymayhave life, andmay
have it abundantly.

✡ 9:31 Psalm 66:18; Proverbs 15:29; 28:9 ✡ 10:11 Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:11-12,15,22
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11 “I am the good shepherd.✡
The good shepherd lays down
his life for the sheep. 12 He
who is a hired hand, and not
a shepherd, who doesn’t own
the sheep, sees the wolf com-
ing, leaves the sheep, and flees.
Thewolf snatches the sheepand
scatters them. 13 The hired
hand flees because he is a hired
hand and doesn’t care for the
sheep. 14 I am the good shep-
herd. I know my own, and
I’m known by my own; 15 even
as the Father knows me, and I
know the Father. I lay down
my life for the sheep. 16 I
have other sheep which are not
of this fold.✡ I must bring
them also, and they will hear
my voice. They will become
one flock with one shepherd.
17 Therefore the Father loves
me, because I lay down my life,
✡ that I may take it again. 18No
one takes it away from me, but
I lay it down by myself. I have
power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it again. I re-
ceived this commandment from
my Father.”

19 Therefore a division arose
again among the Jews because
of these words. 20 Many of them
said, “He has a demon and is
insane! Why do you listen to
him?” 21 Others said, “These are
not the sayings of one possessed
by a demon. It isn’t possible for
a demon to open the eyes of the
blind, is it?”✡

22 It was the Feast of the Dedica-
tion* at Jerusalem. 23 It was win-
ter, and Jesus was walking in the
temple, in Solomon’s porch. 24The
Jews therefore came around him
andsaid tohim, “Howlongwill you
hold us in suspense? If you are the
Christ, tell us plainly.”

25 Jesus answered them, “I told
you, and you don’t believe. The
works that I do in my Father’s
name, these testify about me.
26Butyoudon’tbelieve, because
youarenotofmysheep, as I told
you. 27My sheep hearmy voice,
and I know them, and they fol-
low me. 28 I give eternal life
to them. Theywill never perish,
and no onewill snatch them out
of my hand. 29My Father who
has given them to me is greater
thanall. Noone is able to snatch
them out of my Father’s hand.
30 I and the Father are one.”

31 Therefore the Jews took up
stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus
answered them, “I have shown
you many good works from my
Father. For which of those
works do you stoneme?”

33 The Jews answered him, “We
don’t stone you for a good work,
but for blasphemy, because you,
being aman, make yourself God.”

34 Jesus answered them, “Isn’t
it written in your law, ‘I said,
you are gods?’✡ 35 If he called
them gods, to whom the word
of God came (and the Scripture
can’t be broken), 36 do you say
of him whom the Father sanc-
tified and sent into the world,
‘Youblaspheme,’ because I said,
‘I am the Son of God?’ 37 If I
don’t do theworks ofmy Father,
don’t believe me. 38 But if I do
them, though you don’t believe
me, believe the works, that you
may know and believe that the
Father is in me, and I in the Fa-
ther.”

39 They sought again to seize
him, andhewent out of their hand.
40 He went away again beyond
the Jordan into the place where
John was baptizing at first, and he
stayed there. 41Many came to him.

✡ 10:16 Isaiah 56:8 ✡ 10:17 Isaiah 53:7-8 ✡ 10:21 Exodus 4:11 * 10:22 The “Feast of the
Dedication” is the Greek name for “Hanukkah”, a celebration of the rededication of the Temple.
✡ 10:34 Psalm 82:6
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They said, “John indeed did no
sign, but everything that John said
about this man is true.” 42 Many
believed in him there.

11
1 Now a certain man was sick,

Lazarus from Bethany, of the
village of Mary and her sister,
Martha. 2 Itwas thatMarywhohad
anointed the Lord with ointment
and wiped his feet with her hair,
whose brother Lazarus was sick.
3 The sisters therefore sent to him,
saying, “Lord, behold, he forwhom
you have great affection is sick.”

4 But when Jesus heard it, he
said, “This sickness is not to
death, but for the glory of
God, that God’s Son may be
glorified by it.” 5 Now Jesus
loved Martha, and her sister, and
Lazarus. 6 When therefore he
heard that he was sick, he stayed
two days in the place where he
was. 7 Then after this he said to
the disciples, “Let’s go into Judea
again.”

8 The disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just trying
to stone you. Are you going there
again?”

9 Jesus answered, “Aren’t there
twelve hours of daylight? If a
manwalks in the day, he doesn’t
stumble, because he sees the
light of this world. 10 But if
a man walks in the night, he
stumbles, because the light isn’t
in him.” 11 He said these things,
and after that, he said to them,
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but I am going so that I
may awake him out of sleep.”

12 The disciples therefore said,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he
will recover.”

13 Now Jesus had spoken of his
death, but they thought that he
spoke of taking rest in sleep. 14 So

Jesus said to them plainly then,
“Lazarus is dead. 15 I am glad
for your sakes that I was not
there, so that you may believe.
Nevertheless, let’s go to him.”

16 Thomas therefore, who is
called Didymus,* said to his fellow
disciples, “Let’s also go, that we
may die with him.”

17 So when Jesus came, he found
that he had been in the tomb four
days already. 18Now Bethany was
near Jerusalem, about fifteen sta-
dia† away. 19Many of the Jews had
joined the women around Martha
and Mary, to console them con-
cerning their brother. 20 Then
whenMartha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him,
but Mary stayed in the house.
21 Therefore Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you would have been
here, my brother wouldn’t have
died. 22 Even now I know that
whatever you ask of God, God will
give you.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your
brother will rise again.”

24 Martha said to him, “I know
that he will rise again in the resur-
rection at the last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. He
whobelieves inmewill still live,
even ifhedies. 26Whoever lives
and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?”

27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord.
I have come to believe that you
are the Christ, God’s Son, he who
comes into the world.”

28 When she had said this,
she went away and called Mary,
her sister, secretly, saying, “The
Teacher is here and is calling you.”

29Whensheheard this, shearose
quickly and went to him. 30 Now
Jesus had not yet come into the
village, but was in the place where
Martha met him. 31 Then the Jews

* 11:16 “Didymus” means “Twin”. † 11:18 15 stadia is about 2.8 kilometers or 1.7 miles



John 11:32 133 John 11:56

who were with her in the house
andwere consoling her, when they
sawMary, that she rose up quickly
andwent out, followed her, saying,
“She is going to the tomb to weep
there.”

32 Therefore when Mary came
to where Jesus was and saw him,
she fell down at his feet, saying to
him, “Lord, if youwouldhavebeen
here, my brother wouldn’t have
died.”

33When Jesus therefore saw her
weeping, and the Jews weeping
who came with her, he groaned
in the spirit and was troubled,
34and said, “Wherehaveyou laid
him?”
They told him, “Lord, come and

see.”
35 Jesus wept.
36 The Jews therefore said, “See

how much affection he had for
him!” 37 Some of them said,
“Couldn’t this man, who opened
the eyes of him who was blind,
have also kept this man from dy-
ing?”

38 Jesus therefore, again groan-
ing in himself, came to the tomb.
Now it was a cave, and a stone
lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take
away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of him who

was dead, said to him, “Lord, by
this time there is a stench, for he
has been dead four days.”

40 Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I
tell you that if youbelieved, you
would see God’s glory?”

41 So they took away the stone
from the place where the dead
man was lying.‡ Jesus lifted up his
eyes and said, “Father, I thank
you that you listened tome. 42 I
know that you always listen to
me, but because of the multi-
tudestandingaroundI said this,
that they may believe that you
sent me.” 43 When he had said

this, he cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!”

44 He who was dead came out,
bound hand and foot with wrap-
pings, and his face was wrapped
aroundwith a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Free him,

and let him go.”
45 Therefore many of the Jews

who came to Mary and saw what
Jesus did believed in him. 46 But
some of them went away to the
Pharisees and told them the things
which Jesus had done. 47The chief
priests therefore and the Phar-
isees gathered a council, and said,
“What are we doing? For this man
does many signs. 48 If we leave
him alone like this, everyone will
believe in him, and the Romans
will come and take away both our
place and our nation.”

49 But a certain one of them,
Caiaphas, being high priest that
year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all, 50 nor do you con-
sider that it is advantageous for
us that one man should die for
the people, and that the whole na-
tion not perish.” 51 Now he didn’t
say this of himself, but being high
priest that year, he prophesied that
Jesus would die for the nation,
52 and not for the nation only, but
that he might also gather together
into one the children of God who
are scattered abroad. 53 So from
that day forward they took counsel
that they might put him to death.
54 Jesus therefore walked no more
openly among the Jews, but de-
parted from there into the country
near thewilderness, to a city called
Ephraim. He stayed there with his
disciples.

55 Now the Passover of the Jews
was at hand. Many went up from
the country to Jerusalem before
the Passover, to purify themselves.
56 Then they sought for Jesus and

‡ 11:41 NU omits “from the place where the deadmanwas lying.”
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spoke with one another as they
stood in the temple, “What do
you think —that he isn’t coming
to the feast at all?” 57 Now the
chief priests and the Pharisees had
commanded that if anyone knew
where he was, he should report it,
that theymight seize him.

12
1 Then, six days before the

Passover, Jesus came to Bethany,
where Lazarus was, who had been
dead, whom he raised from the
dead. 2 So they made him a supper
there. Martha served, but Lazarus
was one of those who sat at the
table with him. 3 Therefore Mary
took a pound* of ointment of pure
nard, very precious, and anointed
Jesus’s feet andwiped his feet with
her hair. The house was filled with
the fragrance of the ointment.

4 Then Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son, one of his disciples, who
would betray him, said, 5 “Why
wasn’t this ointment sold for three
hundred denarii† and given to the
poor?” 6 Now he said this, not
because he cared for the poor, but
because hewas a thief, and having
the money box, used to steal what
was put into it.

7 But Jesus said, “Leave her
alone. She has kept this for the
day of my burial. 8 For you
always have the poor with you,
but you don’t always haveme.”

9 A large crowd therefore of the
Jews learned that he was there;
and they came, not for Jesus’
sake only, but that they might see
Lazarus also, whom he had raised
from the dead. 10 But the chief
priests conspired to put Lazarus to
death also, 11 because on account
ofhimmanyof the Jewswent away
and believed in Jesus.

12On the next day a great multi-
tude had come to the feast. When
they heard that Jesus was com-
ing to Jerusalem, 13 they took the
branches of the palm trees and
went out to meet him, and cried
out, “Hosanna!‡ Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord,✡
the King of Israel!”

14 Jesus, having found a young
donkey, sat on it. As it is writ-
ten, 15 “Don’t be afraid, daugh-
ter of Zion. Behold, your King
comes, sitting on a donkey’s colt.”✡
16 His disciples didn’t understand
these things atfirst, butwhen Jesus
was glorified, then they remem-
bered that these things were writ-
ten about him, and that they had
done these things to him. 17 The
multitude therefore that was with
him when he called Lazarus out
of the tomb and raised him from
the dead was testifying about it.
18 For this cause also the multi-
tude went and met him, because
they heard that he had done this
sign. 19 The Pharisees therefore
said among themselves, “See how
you accomplish nothing. Behold,
the world has gone after him.”

20 Now there were certain
Greeks among those who went
up to worship at the feast.
21 Therefore, these came to Philip,
whowas fromBethsaidaofGalilee,
and asked him, saying, “Sir, we
want to see Jesus.” 22 Philip came
and told Andrew, and in turn,
AndrewcamewithPhilip, and they
told Jesus.

23 Jesus answered them, “The
time has come for the Son of
Man to be glorified. 24Most cer-
tainly I tell you, unless a grain
ofwheat falls into the earth and
dies, it remains by itself alone.
But if itdies, itbearsmuchfruit.
25He who loves his life will lose

* 12:3 aRomanpoundof 12 ounces, or about 340 grams † 12:5 300denariiwas about a year’s
wages for an agricultural laborer. ‡ 12:13 “Hosanna” means “save us” or “help us, we pray”.
✡ 12:13 Psalm 118:25-26 ✡ 12:15 Zechariah 9:9
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it. He who hates his life in this
worldwill keep it to eternal life.
26 If anyone serves me, let him
follow me. Where I am, there
my servant will also be. If any-
one serves me, the Father will
honor him.

27 “Now my soul is troubled.
What shall I say? ‘Father, save
me from this time?’ But I
came to this time for this cause.
28Father, glorify your name!”
Then a voice came out of the sky,

saying, “I have both glorified it and
will glorify it again.”

29 Therefore the multitude who
stood by and heard it said that it
had thundered. Others said, “An
angel has spoken to him.”

30 Jesus answered, “This voice
hasn’t come for my sake, but
for your sakes. 31 Now is the
judgmentof thisworld. Nowthe
prince of this world will be cast
out. 32 And I, if I am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all
people to myself.” 33 But he said
this, signifying by what kind of
death he should die.

34 The multitude answered him,
“We have heard out of the law that
the Christ remains forever.✡ How
do you say, ‘The Son ofManmust
be lifted up?’ Who is this Son of
Man?”

35 Jesus therefore said to them,
“Yet a little while the light is
with you. Walk while you have
the light, that darkness doesn’t
overtake you. He who walks
in the darkness doesn’t know
where he is going. 36 While
youhave the light, believe in the
light, that youmay become chil-
dren of light.” Jesus said these
things, and he departed and hid
himself from them. 37 But though
he had done so many signs before
them, yet they didn’t believe in
him, 38 that the word of Isaiah the

prophet might be fulfilled, which
he spoke:
“Lord, who has believed our re-

port?
To whom has the arm of the
Lord been revealed?”✡

39 For this cause they couldn’t
believe, for Isaiah said again:
40 “He has blinded their eyes and

he hardened their heart,
lest they should see with their
eyes,

and perceive with their heart,
and would turn,
and I would heal them.”✡

41 Isaiah said these things when
he saw his glory, and spoke of him.
✡ 42 Nevertheless, even many of
the rulers believed in him, but be-
cause of the Pharisees they didn’t
confess it, so that they wouldn’t
be put out of the synagogue, 43 for
they lovedmen’s praise more than
God’s praise.

44 Jesus cried out and said,
“Whoever believes in me, be-
lieves not inme, but in himwho
sent me. 45 He who sees me
sees him who sent me. 46 I
have come as a light into the
world, that whoever believes
in me may not remain in the
darkness. 47 If anyone listens to
my sayings and doesn’t believe,
I don’t judge him. For I came
not to judge the world, but to
save the world. 48 He who
rejects me, and doesn’t receive
my sayings, has one who judges
him. The word that I spoke will
judge him in the last day. 49For
I spoke not from myself, but
the Father who sent me gave
me a commandment, what I
should say and what I should
speak. 50 I know that his
commandment is eternal life.
The things therefore which I
speak, even as the Father has
said tome, so I speak.”

✡ 12:34 Isaiah 9:7; Daniel 2:44; See Isaiah 53:8 ✡ 12:38 Isaiah 53:1 ✡ 12:40 Isaiah 6:10
✡ 12:41 Isaiah 6:1
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13
1 Now before the feast of the

Passover, Jesus, knowing that his
time had come that he would de-
part from this world to the Father,
having loved his own who were
in the world, he loved them to the
end. 2 During supper, the devil
having already put into the heart
of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to
betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that
the Father had given all things into
his hands, and that he came from
God and was going to God, 4 arose
from supper, and laid aside his
outer garments. He took a towel
and wrapped a towel around his
waist. 5Then he pouredwater into
the basin, and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them
with the towel that was wrapped
around him. 6 Then he came to
Simon Peter. He said to him, “Lord,
do you washmy feet?”

7 Jesus answered him, “You
don’t know what I am doing
now, but you will understand
later.”

8 Peter said to him, “You will
never washmy feet!”
Jesus answered him, “If I don’t

wash you, youhavenopartwith
me.”

9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord,
notmy feet only, but alsomyhands
andmy head!”

10 Jesus said to him, “Some-
one who has bathed only needs
to have his feet washed, but
is completely clean. You are
clean, but not all of you.” 11 For
he knew him who would betray
him; therefore he said, “You are
not all clean.” 12 So when he had
washed their feet, put his outer
garment back on, and sat down
again, he said to them, “Do you
know what I have done to you?
13 You call me, ‘Teacher’ and
‘Lord.’ You say so correctly, for
so I am. 14 If I then, theLordand

the Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet. 15 For I have
given you an example, that you
should also do as I have done
to you. 16 Most certainly I
tell you, a servant is not greater
thanhis lord, neither is onewho
is sent greater than he who sent
him. 17 If you know these
things, blessed are you if you
do them. 18 I don’t speak
concerning all of you. I know
whom I have chosen; but that
the Scripture may be fulfilled,
‘He who eats bread with me has
lifted up his heel against me.’✡
19 From now on, I tell you be-
fore it happens, that when it
happens, youmay believe that I
am he. 20Most certainly I tell
you, hewho receiveswhomever
I send, receives me; and he who
receives me, receives him who
sentme.”

21 When Jesus had said this, he
was troubled in spirit, and testi-
fied, “Most certainly I tell you
that one of youwill betrayme.”

22 The disciples looked at one
another, perplexed about whom
he spoke. 23 One of his disciples,
whom Jesus loved, was at the ta-
ble, leaning against Jesus’ breast.
24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned
to him, and said to him, “Tell us
who it is of whom he speaks.”

25 He, leaning back, as he was,
on Jesus’ breast, asked him, “Lord,
who is it?”

26 Jesus therefore answered,
“It is he to whom I will give
this piece of bread when I have
dipped it.” So when he had
dipped the piece of bread, he
gave it to Judas, the son of Simon
Iscariot. 27After the piece of bread,
then Satan entered into him.
Then Jesus said to him, “What

you do, do quickly.”
✡ 13:18 Psalm 41:9
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28Nownobody at the table knew
whyhesaid this tohim. 29For some
thought, because Judas had the
money box, that Jesus said to him,
“Buy what things we need for the
feast,” or that he should give some-
thing to the poor. 30Therefore hav-
ing received that morsel, he went
out immediately. It was night.

31 When he had gone out, Je-
sus said, “Now the Son of Man
has been glorified, and God has
been glorified in him. 32 If God
has been glorified in him, God
will also glorify him in himself,
and he will glorify him immedi-
ately. 33 Little children, I will
bewith you a little while longer.
Youwill seekme, andas I said to
the Jews, ‘Where I amgoing, you
can’t come,’ so now I tell you.
34Anewcommandment I give to
you, that you love one another.
Justas Ihave lovedyou, youalso
love one another. 35 By this
everyonewill know that youare
my disciples, if you have love
for one another.”

36SimonPeter said tohim, “Lord,
where are you going?”
Jesus answered, “Where I am

going, you can’t follow now, but
youwill follow afterwards.”

37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why
can’t I follow you now? I will lay
downmy life for you.”

38 Jesus answered him, “Will
you lay down your life for me?
Most certainly I tell you, the
rooster won’t crow until you
have deniedme three times.

14
1“Don’t let yourheart be trou-

bled. Believe in God. Believe
also in me. 2 In my Father’s
house are many homes. If it
weren’t so, I would have told
you. I am going to prepare a
place for you. 3 If I go and

prepare a place for you, I will
come again andwill receive you
to myself; that where I am, you
may be there also. 4 You know
where I go, and you know the
way.”

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we
don’t know where you are going.
How canwe know the way?”

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father, except
throughme. 7 If you had known
me, you would have known my
Father also. From now on, you
know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show
us the Father, and that will be
enough for us.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been
with you such a long time, and
do you not knowme, Philip? He
who has seen me has seen the
Father. How do you say, ‘Show
us the Father?’ 10Don’t you be-
lieve that I am in theFather, and
the Father in me? The words
that I tell you, I speak not from
myself; but the Fatherwho lives
inme does his works. 11Believe
me that I am in the Father, and
the Father inme; or else believe
me for the very works’ sake.
12 Most certainly I tell you, he
who believes in me, the works
that I do, he will do also; and
he will do greater works than
these, because I am going to my
Father. 13 Whatever you will
ask inmy name, I will do it, that
the Father may be glorified in
the Son. 14 If you will ask any-
thing in my name, I will do it.
15 If you love me, keep my com-
mandments. 16 I will pray to
the Father, and he will give you
another Counselor, * that he
may be with you forever: 17 the
Spirit of truth, whom the world
can’t receive, for it doesn’t see

* 14:16 Greek παρακλητον: Counselor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, and Comforter.
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him and doesn’t know him. You
know him, for he lives with you
and will be in you. 18 I will not
leave you orphans. I will come
to you. 19Yet a little while, and
the world will see me no more;
but you will see me. Because I
live, you will live also. 20 In
that day youwill know that I am
in my Father, and you in me,
and I in you. 21 One who has
my commandments and keeps
them, that person is one who
lovesme. Onewho lovesmewill
be loved bymy Father, and Iwill
love him, andwill revealmyself
to him.”

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said tohim,
“Lord,whathashappened thatyou
are about to reveal yourself to us,
and not to the world?”

23 Jesusansweredhim, “Ifaman
loves me, he will keepmy word.
My Father will love him, and we
will come to him and make our
home with him. 24 He who
doesn’t lovemedoesn’t keepmy
words. The word which you
hear isn’tmine, but the Father’s
who sentme.

25 “I have said these things to
you while still living with you.
26 But the Counselor, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will
send inmy name, will teach you
all things, and will remind you
of all that I said to you. 27Peace
I leave with you. My peace I
give to you; not as the world
gives, I give to you. Don’t let
your heart be troubled, neither
let it be fearful. 28 You heard
how I told you, ‘I amgoing away,
and I will come back to you.’ If
you loved me, you would have
rejoiced because I said ‘I am go-
ing tomy Father;’ for the Father
is greater than I. 29Now I have
told you before it happens so
that when it happens, you may
believe. 30 I will no more speak
much with you, for the prince

of the world comes, and he has
nothing in me. 31 But that the
world may know that I love the
Father, and as the Father com-
mandedme, even so I do. Arise,
let’s go from here.

15
1 “I am the true vine, and my

Father is the farmer. 2 Every
branch in me that doesn’t bear
fruit, he takes away. Every
branch that bears fruit, he
prunes, that it may bear more
fruit. 3You are already pruned
cleanbecauseof thewordwhich
I have spoken to you. 4Remain
in me, and I in you. As the
branch can’t bear fruit by itself
unless it remains in the vine,
so neither can you, unless you
remain in me. 5 I am the
vine. You are the branches.
He who remains in me and I in
him bears much fruit, for apart
frommeyoucandonothing. 6If
a man doesn’t remain in me, he
is thrown out as a branch and
is withered; and they gather
them, throw them into the fire,
and they are burned. 7 If you
remain in me, and my words
remain in you, you will ask
whatever you desire, and it will
be done for you.

8 “In this my Father is glori-
fied, that you bear much fruit;
and so you will be my disciples.
9 Even as the Father has loved
me, I also have loved you. Re-
main in my love. 10 If you
keep my commandments, you
will remain in my love, even as
I have kept my Father’s com-
mandments and remain in his
love. 11 I have spoken these
things to you, that my joy may
remain in you, and that your joy
may bemade full.

12 “This is my commandment,
that you love one another, even
as I have loved you. 13Greater
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love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for
his friends. 14 You are my
friends if you do whatever I
command you. 15 No longer
do I call you servants, for the
servant doesn’t know what his
lord does. But I have called
you friends, for everything that
I heard from my Father, I have
made known to you. 16 You
didn’t choose me, but I chose
youandappointedyou, that you
should go and bear fruit, and
that your fruit should remain;
that whatever you will ask of
the Father in my name, he may
give it to you.

17 “I command these things to
you, that you may love one an-
other. 18 If the world hates
you, you know that it has hated
me before it hated you. 19 If
youwereof theworld, theworld
would love its own. But because
you are not of the world, since
I chose you out of the world,
therefore the world hates you.
20 Remember the word that I
said to you: ‘A servant is not
greater than his lord.’✡ If they
persecuted me, they will also
persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will also keep
yours. 21 But they will do
all these things to you for my
name’s sake, because they don’t
know him who sent me. 22 If
I had not come and spoken to
them, they would not have had
sin; but now they have no ex-
cuse for their sin. 23 He who
hates me, hates my Father also.
24 If I hadn’t done among them
theworkswhichnooneelsedid,
they wouldn’t have had sin. But
now they have seen and also
hated both me and my Father.
25But this happened so that the

wordmaybe fulfilledwhichwas
written in their law, ‘Theyhated
mewithout a cause.’✡

26 “When the Counselor* has
come, whom I will send to you
from the Father, the Spirit of
truth, who proceeds from the
Father, he will testify about me.
27 You will also testify, because
youhave beenwithme from the
beginning.

16
1 “I have said these things to

you so that you wouldn’t be
caused to stumble. 2 They
will put you out of the syna-
gogues. Yes, the time is com-
ing that whoever kills you will
think that he offers service to
God. 3 They will do these
things* because they have not
known the Father norme. 4But
I have told you these things
so that when the time comes,
you may remember that I told
you about them. I didn’t tell
you these things from thebegin-
ning, because I was with you.
5 But now I am going to him
who sent me, and none of you
asksme, ‘Where are you going?’
6 But because I have told you
these things, sorrow has filled
your heart. 7 Nevertheless I
tell you the truth: It is to your
advantage that I go away; for if
I don’t go away, the Counselor
won’t come to you. But if I go,
I will send him to you. 8When
he has come, he will convict
the world about sin, about righ-
teousness, and about judgment;
9 about sin, because they don’t
believe in me; 10 about righ-
teousness, because Iamgoing to
myFather, andyouwon’t seeme
any more; 11 about judgment,

✡ 15:20 John 13:16 ✡ 15:25 Psalm35:19; 69:4 * 15:26 Greek Parakletos: Counselor, Helper,
Advocate, Intercessor, and Comforter. * 16:3 TR adds “to you”
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because the prince of thisworld
has been judged.

12 “I still have many things to
tell you, butyoucan’tbear them
now. 13 However, when he,
the Spirit of truth, has come, he
will guide you into all truth, for
he will not speak from himself;
but whatever he hears, he will
speak. He will declare to you
things that are coming. 14 He
will glorify me, for he will take
from what is mine and will de-
clare it to you. 15 All things
that the Father has are mine;
therefore I said thathe takes†of
mine andwill declare it to you.

16 “A little while, and you will
not see me. Again a little while,
and youwill seeme.”

17Some of his disciples therefore
said to one another, “What is this
that he says to us, ‘A little while,
and youwon’t seeme, and again
a little while, and you will see
me;’ and, ‘Because I go to the
Father’?” 18 They said therefore,
“What is this that he says, ‘A little
while’? We don’t know what he is
saying.”

19Therefore Jesus perceived that
they wanted to ask him, and he
said to them, “Do you inquire
among yourselves concerning
this, that I said, ‘A little while,
and youwon’t seeme, and again
a little while, and you will see
me?’ 20 Most certainly I
tell you that you will weep and
lament, but the world will re-
joice. Youwill be sorrowful, but
your sorrow will be turned into
joy. 21 A woman, when she
gives birth, has sorrow because
her time has come. But when
she has delivered the child, she
doesn’t remember the anguish
any more, for the joy that a
human being is born into the
world. 22 Therefore you now

have sorrow, but I will see you
again, and your heart will re-
joice, and no one will take your
joy away from you.

23 “In that day you will ask me
no questions. Most certainly I
tell you, whatever you may ask
of theFather inmyname,hewill
give it to you. 24Until now, you
have askednothing inmyname.
Ask, and you will receive, that
your joymay bemade full.

25 “I have spoken these things
to you in figures of speech. But
the timeiscomingwhenIwillno
more speak to you in figures of
speech, but will tell you plainly
about the Father. 26 In that
day you will ask in my name;
and I don’t say to you that I will
pray to the Father for you, 27 for
the Father himself loves you,
because youhave lovedme, and
have believed that I came from
God. 28 I came from the Father
and have come into the world.
Again, I leave the world and go
to the Father.”

29 His disciples said to him,
“Behold, now you are speaking
plainly, and using no figures of
speech. 30Now we know that you
know all things, and don’t need for
anyone to question you. By this we
believe that you came from God.”

31 Jesus answered them, “Do
you now believe? 32 Behold,
the time is coming, yes, and
has now come, that you will be
scattered, everyone to his own
place, and you will leave me
alone. Yet I am not alone, be-
cause the Father is withme. 33 I
have told you these things, that
in me you may have peace. In
the world you have trouble; but
cheer up! I have overcome the
world.”

17
1 Jesus said these things, then

† 16:15 TR reads “will take” instead of “takes”
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lifting up his eyes to heaven, he
said, “Father, the timehas come.
Glorify your Son, that your Son
may also glorify you; 2 even as
you gave him authority over all
flesh, so he will give eternal life
to allwhomyouhave givenhim.
3 This is eternal life, that they
should know you, the only true
God, and him whom you sent,
Jesus Christ. 4 I glorified you on
the earth. I have accomplished
the work which you have given
me to do. 5Now, Father, glorify
me with your own self with the
glory which I had with you be-
fore the world existed.

6 “I revealed your name to the
people whom you have given
me out of the world. They
were yours, and you have given
them to me. They have kept
your word. 7 Now they have
known that all things whatever
youhavegivenmeare fromyou,
8 for the words which you have
given me I have given to them;
and they received them, and
knew for sure that I came from
you. They have believed that
you sent me. 9 I pray for them.
I don’t pray for the world, but
for those whom you have given
me, for they are yours. 10 All
things that are mine are yours,
and yours are mine, and I am
glorified in them. 11 I am no
more in theworld, but these are
in the world, and I am coming
to you. Holy Father, keep them
through your name which you
have givenme, that theymay be
one, even as we are. 12 While
I was with them in the world,
I kept them in your name. I
have kept those whom you have
given me. None of them is lost
except the son of destruction,
that the Scripture might be ful-
filled. 13 But now I come to

you, and I say these things in
the world, that they may have
my joy made full in themselves.
14 I have given them your word.
The world hated them because
they are not of the world, even
as I am not of the world. 15 I
pray not that you would take
them from the world, but that
you would keep them from the
evil one. 16 They are not of
the world, even as I am not of
the world. 17 Sanctify them in
your truth. Yourword is truth.✡
18As you sentme into theworld,
even so I have sent them into
the world. 19 For their sakes I
sanctify myself, that they them-
selves also may be sanctified in
truth.

20“Not for theseonlydo Ipray,
but for those also who will be-
lieve in me through their word,
21 that theymay all be one; even
as you, Father, are in me, and
I in you, that they also may be
one in us; that the world may
believe that you sentme. 22The
glory which you have given me,
I have given to them, that they
may be one, even as we are one,
23 I in them, and you in me, that
they may be perfected into one,
that the world may know that
you sent me and loved them,
even as you lovedme. 24Father,
I desire that they also whom
you have given me be with me
where I am, that they may see
my glory which you have given
me, for you loved me before
the foundation of the world.
25 Righteous Father, the world
hasn’t known you, but I knew
you; and these knew that you
sent me. 26 I made known
to them your name, and will
make it known; that the love
withwhichyou lovedmemaybe
in them, and I in them.”

✡ 17:17 Psalm 119:142
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18
1 When Jesus had spoken these

words, he went out with his disci-
ples over the brook Kidron, where
there was a garden, into which he
andhis disciples entered. 2NowJu-
das, who betrayed him, also knew
the place, for Jesus oftenmet there
with his disciples. 3 Judas then,
having taken a detachment of sol-
diers and officers from the chief
priests and the Pharisees, came
there with lanterns, torches, and
weapons. 4 Jesus therefore, know-
ing all the things that were hap-
pening to him, went out and said
to them, “Who are you looking
for?”

5 They answered him, “Jesus of
Nazareth.”
Jesus said to them, “I am he.”
Judas also, who betrayed him,

was standing with them. 6 When
therefore he said to them, “I am
he,” they went backward and fell
to the ground.

7Again therefore he asked them,
“Who are you looking for?”
They said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
8 Jesus answered, “I told you

that I am he. If therefore you
seekme, let these go their way,”
9 that the word might be fulfilled
which he spoke, “Of those whom
you have given me, I have lost
none.”✡

10 Simon Peter therefore, hav-
ing a sword, drew it, struck the
high priest’s servant, and cut off
his right ear. The servant’s name
was Malchus. 11 Jesus therefore
said to Peter, “Put the sword into
its sheath. The cup which the
Father has given me, shall I not
surely drink it?”

12 So the detachment, the com-
manding officer, and the officers
of the Jews seized Jesus and bound
him, 13 and led him to Annas first,
for he was father-in-law to Ca-
iaphas, who was high priest that

year. 14 Now it was Caiaphas who
advised the Jews that itwasexpedi-
ent that oneman should perish for
the people.

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, as
did another disciple. Now that dis-
ciple was known to the high priest,
and entered in with Jesus into the
court of the high priest; 16 but Pe-
ter was standing at the door out-
side. So the other disciple, who
was known to the high priest, went
out and spoke to her who kept the
door, and brought in Peter. 17Then
the maid who kept the door said
to Peter, “Are you also one of this
man’s disciples?”
He said, “I am not.”
18 Now the servants and the of-

ficers were standing there, having
made a fire of coals, for it was cold.
They were warming themselves.
Peter waswith them, standing and
warming himself.

19 The high priest therefore
asked Jesus about his disciples and
about his teaching.

20 Jesus answered him, “I spoke
openly to the world. I always
taught in synagogues and in the
temple, where the Jews always
meet. I said nothing in secret.
21Whydoyouaskme? Ask those
who have heard me what I said
to them. Behold, they know the
things which I said.”

22When he had said this, one of
the officers standing by slapped Je-
sus with his hand, saying, “Do you
answer the high priest like that?”

23 Jesusansweredhim, “If Ihave
spoken evil, testify of the evil;
but if well, why do you beat
me?”

24 Annas sent him bound to Ca-
iaphas, the high priest.

25 Now Simon Peter was stand-
ing and warming himself. They
said therefore to him, “You aren’t
also one of his disciples, are you?”

✡ 18:9 John 6:39
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He denied it and said, “I amnot.”
26 One of the servants of the

high priest, being a relative of him
whose ear Peter had cut off, said,
“Didn’t I see you in the gardenwith
him?”

27 Peter therefore denied it
again, and immediately the
rooster crowed.

28 They led Jesus therefore from
Caiaphas into the Praetorium. It
was early, and they themselves
didn’t enter into the Praetorium,
that they might not be defiled, but
might eat the Passover. 29 Pilate
therefore went out to them and
said, “What accusation do you
bring against this man?”

30 They answered him, “If this
man weren’t an evildoer, we
wouldn’t have delivered him up
to you.”

31 Pilate therefore said to them,
“Take him yourselves, and judge
him according to your law.”
Therefore the Jews said to him,

“It is illegal for us to put anyone
to death,” 32 that the word of Jesus
might be fulfilled, which he spoke,
signifyingbywhat kindof deathhe
should die.

33 Pilate therefore entered again
into the Praetorium, called Jesus,
and said to him, “Are you the King
of the Jews?”

34 Jesus answered him, “Do you
say this by yourself, or did oth-
ers tell you aboutme?”

35 Pilate answered, “I’m not a
Jew, am I?Your ownnation and the
chief priests delivered you to me.
What have you done?”

36 Jesus answered, “My King-
dom is not of this world. If
my Kingdomwere of this world,
then my servants would fight,
that I wouldn’t be delivered to
the Jews. But now my Kingdom
is not from here.”

37 Pilate therefore said to him,
“Are you a king then?”

Jesus answered, “You say that I
amaking. For this reason Ihave
been born, and for this reason I
have come into theworld, that I
should testify to the truth. Ev-
eryone who is of the truth lis-
tens tomy voice.”

38 Pilate said to him, “What is
truth?”
When he had said this, he went

out again to the Jews, and said to
them, “I find no basis for a charge
against him. 39But you have a cus-
tom that I should release someone
to you at the Passover. Therefore,
do you want me to release to you
the King of the Jews?”

40 Then they all shouted again,
saying, “Not this man, but Barab-
bas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.

19
1 So Pilate then took Jesus and

flogged him. 2The soldiers twisted
thorns into a crown and put it on
his head, and dressed him in a pur-
ple garment. 3 They kept saying,
“Hail, King of the Jews!” and they
kept slapping him.

4Then Pilatewent out again, and
said to them, “Behold, I bring him
out to you, that youmay know that
I find no basis for a charge against
him.”

5 Jesus therefore cameout,wear-
ing the crown of thorns and the
purple garment. Pilate said to
them, “Behold, the man!”

6 When therefore the chief
priests and the officers saw him,
they shouted, saying, “Crucify!
Crucify!”
Pilate said to them, “Take him

yourselves and crucify him, for I
find no basis for a charge against
him.”

7 The Jews answered him, “We
have a law, and by our law he
ought todie, becausehemadehim-
self the Son of God.”

8 When therefore Pilate heard
this saying, he was more afraid.



John 19:9 144 John 19:30

9 He entered into the Praetorium
again, and said to Jesus, “Where
are you from?” But Jesus gave
him no answer. 10 Pilate there-
fore said to him, “Aren’t you speak-
ing to me? Don’t you know that
I have power to release you and
have power to crucify you?”

11 Jesus answered, “You would
havenopower at all againstme,
unless it were given to you from
above. Therefore he who deliv-
eredme to you has greater sin.”

12 At this, Pilate was seeking to
release him, but the Jews cried out,
saying, “If you release this man,
you aren’t Caesar’s friend! Ev-
eryone who makes himself a king
speaks against Caesar!”

13 When Pilate therefore heard
these words, he brought Jesus out
and sat down on the judgment
seat at a place called “The Pave-
ment”, but inHebrew, “Gabbatha.”
14 Now it was the Preparation Day
of the Passover, at about the sixth
hour.* He said to the Jews, “Be-
hold, your King!”

15 They cried out, “Away with
him! Away with him! Crucify
him!”
Pilate said to them, “Shall I cru-

cify your King?”
The chief priests answered, “We

have no king but Caesar!”
16 So then he delivered him to

them to be crucified. So they took
Jesus and led him away. 17 He
went out, bearing his cross, to the
place called “The Place of a Skull”,
which is called in Hebrew, “Golgo-
tha”, 18 where they crucified him,
andwith him two others, on either
side one, and Jesus in the middle.
19 Pilate wrote a title also, and put
it on the cross. There was writ-
ten, “JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE
KING OF THE JEWS.” 20 Therefore
many of the Jews read this title, for

the place where Jesus was cruci-
fied was near the city; and it was
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in
Greek. 21 The chief priests of the
Jews therefore said toPilate, “Don’t
write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but,
‘he said, “I am King of the Jews.” ’ ”

22Pilate answered, “What I have
written, I have written.”

23 Then the soldiers, when they
had crucified Jesus, took his gar-
ments and made four parts, to ev-
ery soldier a part; and also the
tunic. Now the tunic was with-
out seam, woven from the top
throughout. 24 Then they said to
one another, “Let’s not tear it, but
cast lots for it to decide whose it
will be,” that the Scripture might
be fulfilled, which says,
“They parted my garments among

them.
They cast lots for my cloth-
ing.”✡

Therefore the soldiers did these
things.

25 But standing by Jesus’ cross
were his mother, his mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,
andMaryMagdalene. 26Therefore
when Jesus saw his mother,
and the disciple whom he loved
standing there, he said to his
mother, “Woman, behold, your
son!” 27 Then he said to the
disciple, “Behold, yourmother!”
From that hour, the disciple took
her to his own home.

28 After this, Jesus, seeing† that
all things were now finished, that
the Scripture might be fulfilled,
said, “I am thirsty!” 29 Now a
vessel full of vinegarwas set there;
so they put a sponge full of the
vinegar on hyssop, and held it at
hismouth. 30WhenJesus therefore
had received the vinegar, he said,
“It is finished!” Then he bowed
his head and gave up his spirit.

* 19:14 “the sixth hour” would have been 6:00 a.m. according to the Roman timekeeping
system, ornoon for the Jewish timekeeping systeminuse, then. ✡ 19:24 Psalm22:18 † 19:28
NU, TR read “knowing” instead of “seeing”
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31 Therefore the Jews, because it
was the Preparation Day, so that
the bodies wouldn’t remain on the
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sab-
bath was a special one), asked of
Pilate that their legs might be bro-
ken and that they might be taken
away. 32 Therefore the soldiers
came and broke the legs of the first
and of the otherwhowas crucified
with him; 33 but when they came
to Jesus and saw that he was al-
ready dead, they didn’t break his
legs. 34 However, one of the sol-
diers pierced his side with a spear,
and immediately blood and water
came out. 35He who has seen has
testified, and his testimony is true.
He knows that he tells the truth,
that you may believe. 36 For these
things happened that the Scripture
might be fulfilled, “A bone of him
will not be broken.”✡ 37 Again
another Scripture says, “They will
look on himwhom they pierced.”✡

38 After these things, Joseph of
Arimathaea, being a disciple of Je-
sus, but secretly for fear of the
Jews, asked of Pilate that he might
take away Jesus’ body. Pilate
gave him permission. He came
therefore and took away his body.
39 Nicodemus, who at first came
to Jesus by night, also came bring-
ing a mixture of myrrh and aloes,
about a hundred Roman pounds.‡
40 So they took Jesus’ body, and
bound it in linen cloths with the
spices, as the custom of the Jews
is to bury. 41 Now in the place
where he was crucified there was
a garden. In the garden was a new
tomb in which no man had ever
yet been laid. 42 Then, because of
the Jews’ Preparation Day (for the
tomb was near at hand), they laid
Jesus there.

20
1 Now on the first day of the

week,MaryMagdalenewent early,
while it was still dark, to the
tomb, and saw that the stone had
been taken away from the tomb.
2 Therefore she ran and came
to Simon Peter and to the other
disciple whom Jesus loved, and
said to them, “They have taken
away the Lord out of the tomb, and
we don’t know where they have
laid him!”

3 Therefore Peter and the other
disciple went out, and they went
toward the tomb. 4 They both ran
together. The other disciple outran
Peter and came to the tomb first.
5 Stooping and looking in, he saw
the linen cloths lying there; yet he
didn’t enter in. 6Then Simon Peter
came, following him, and entered
into the tomb. He saw the linen
cloths lying, 7 and the cloth that
had been on his head, not lying
with the linen cloths, but rolled up
in a place by itself. 8 So then the
other disciplewho camefirst to the
tomb also entered in, and he saw
and believed. 9 For as yet they
didn’t know the Scripture, that he
must rise from the dead. 10 So the
disciples went away again to their
own homes.

11 But Mary was standing out-
side at the tomb weeping. So as
she wept, she stooped and looked
into the tomb, 12 and she saw two
angels in white sitting, one at the
head and one at the feet, where
the body of Jesus had lain. 13 They
asked her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?”
She said to them, “Because they

have taken away my Lord, and I
don’t know where they have laid
him.” 14 When she had said this,
she turned around and saw Jesus
standing, and didn’t know that it
was Jesus.

✡ 19:36 Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; Psalm 34:20 ✡ 19:37 Zechariah 12:10 ‡ 19:39 100
Roman pounds of 12 ounces each, or about 72 pounds, or 33 Kilograms.
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15 Jesus said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping? Who are
you looking for?”
She, supposinghim to be the gar-

dener, said to him, “Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where
you have laid him, and I will take
him away.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned and said to him,

“Rabboni!”* which is to say,
“Teacher!”†

17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold
me, for Ihaven’t yetascended to
my Father; but go to my broth-
ers and tell them, ‘I am ascend-
ing to my Father and your Fa-
ther, tomyGod and your God.’ ”

18 Mary Magdalene came and
told the disciples that she had seen
the Lord, and that he had said
these things to her. 19When there-
fore it was evening on that day, the
first day of the week, and when
the doors were locked where the
disciples were assembled, for fear
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
in the middle and said to them,
“Peace be to you.”

20 When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his
side. The disciples therefore were
glad when they saw the Lord.
21 Jesus therefore said to them
again, “Peace be to you. As the
Father has sent me, even so I
send you.” 22 When he had said
this, he breathed on them, and
said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit! 23If you forgiveanyone’s
sins, they have been forgiven
them. If you retain anyone’s
sins, they have been retained.”

24But Thomas, one of the twelve,
calledDidymus,‡wasn’twith them
when Jesus came. 25The other dis-
ciples therefore said to him, “We
have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I
see in his hands the print of the
nails, put my finger into the print
of the nails, and put my hand into
his side, I will not believe.”

26After eight days, again his dis-
cipleswere insideandThomaswas
with them. Jesus came, the doors
being locked, and stood in themid-
dle, and said, “Peace be to you.”
27Then he said to Thomas, “Reach
here your finger, and see my
hands. Reach here your hand,
and put it intomy side. Don’t be
unbelieving, but believing.”

28 Thomas answered him, “My
Lord andmy God!”

29 Jesus said to him, “Because
you have seen me,§ you have
believed. Blessed are those
who have not seen and have be-
lieved.”

30 Therefore Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in
this book; 31 but these are written
that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in his
name.

21
1 After these things, Jesus re-

vealed himself again to the disci-
ples at the sea of Tiberias. He re-
vealed himself this way. 2 Simon
Peter, Thomas called Didymus,*
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and
the sons of Zebedee, and two oth-
ers of his disciples were together.
3 Simon Peter said to them, “I’m
going fishing.”
They told him, “We are also com-

ing with you.” They immediately
went out andentered into theboat.
That night, they caught nothing.
4 But when day had already come,
Jesus stood on the beach; yet the

* 20:16 Rabboni is a transliteration of the Hebrew word for “great teacher.” † 20:16 or,
Master ‡ 20:24 or, Twin § 20:29 TR adds “Thomas,” * 21:2 or, Twin
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disciples didn’t know that itwas Je-
sus. 5 Jesus therefore said to them,
“Children, have you anything to
eat?”
They answered him, “No.”
6He said to them, “Cast the net

on the right sideof theboat, and
youwill find some.”
They cast it therefore, and now

they weren’t able to draw it in for
the multitude of fish. 7 That dis-
ciple therefore whom Jesus loved
said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!”
So when Simon Peter heard that

it was the Lord, he wrapped his
coat around himself (for he was
naked), and threw himself into the
sea. 8But the other disciples came
in the little boat (for they were not
far from the land, but about two
hundred cubits† away), dragging
the net full of fish. 9 So when they
got out on the land, they saw a fire
of coals there, with fish and bread
laid on it. 10 Jesus said to them,
“Bring some of the fish which
you have just caught.”

11 Simon Peter went up, and
drew the net to land, full of one
hundred fifty-three great fish.
Even though there were so many,
the net wasn’t torn.

12 Jesus said to them, “Comeand
eat breakfast!”
None of the disciples dared in-

quire of him, “Who are you?”
knowing that it was the Lord.

13 Then Jesus came and took the
bread, gave it to them, and the
fish likewise. 14 This is now the
third time that Jesus was revealed
to his disciples after he had risen
from the dead. 15 So when they
had eaten their breakfast, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son
of Jonah, do you love me more
than these?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you

knowthat Ihaveaffection foryou.”

He said to him, “Feed my
lambs.” 16 He said to him again
a second time, “Simon, son of
Jonah, do you loveme?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you

knowthat Ihaveaffection foryou.”
He said to him, “Tend my

sheep.” 17He said to him the third
time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do
you have affection forme?”
Peter was grieved because he

asked him the third time, “Do you
have affection for me?” He said
to him, “Lord, you know every-
thing. You know that I have affec-
tion for you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my

sheep. 18 Most certainly I tell
you, when you were young, you
dressed yourself and walked
where you wanted to. But when
you are old, you will stretch out
your hands, and another will
dress you and carry you where
you don’t want to go.”

19 Now he said this, signifying
by what kind of death he would
glorifyGod. Whenhehad said this,
he said to him, “Followme.”

20 Then Peter, turning around,
saw a disciple following. This was
the disciple whom Jesus loved, the
one who had also leaned on Jesus’
breast at the supper and asked,
“Lord, who is going to betray you?”
21 Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus,
“Lord, what about this man?”

22 Jesus said to him, “If I desire
that he stay until I come, what
is that to you? You follow me.”
23 This saying therefore went out
among the brothers‡ that this dis-
ciple wouldn’t die. Yet Jesus didn’t
say to him that he wouldn’t die,
but, “If I desire that he stay until
I come, what is that to you?”

24 This is the disciple who testi-
fies about these things, and wrote

† 21:8 200 cubits is about 100 yards or about 91meters ‡ 21:23 Theword for “brothers” here
may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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these things. We know that his
witness is true. 25 There are also
manyother thingswhich Jesus did,
which if they would all be written,
I suppose that even theworld itself
wouldn’t have room for the books
that would be written.
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The Acts of the
Apostles

1 The first book I wrote,
Theophilus, concerned all that
Jesusbeganboth todoand to teach,
2 until the day in which he was
received up, after he had given
commandment through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. 3 To these he also showed
himself alive after he suffered, by
many proofs, appearing to them
over a period of forty days and
speaking about God’s Kingdom.
4 Being assembled together with
them, he commanded them,
“Don’t depart from Jerusalem,
but wait for the promise of
the Father, which you heard
from me. 5 For John indeed
baptized in water, but you will
be baptized in the Holy Spirit
notmany days from now.”

6Therefore,when theyhadcome
together, they asked him, “Lord,
are you now restoring the king-
dom to Israel?”

7 He said to them, “It isn’t for
you to know times or seasons
which the Father has set within
his own authority. 8 But
you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon
you. Youwill bewitnesses tome
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the uttermost
parts of the earth.”

9When he had said these things,
as theywere looking, hewas taken
up, and a cloud received him out
of their sight. 10 While they were
looking steadfastly into the sky as
he went, behold,* two men stood
by them in white clothing, 11 who
also said, “Youmen of Galilee, why
do you stand looking into the sky?

This Jesus, who was received up
from you into the sky, will come
back in the same way as you saw
him going into the sky.”

12 Then they returned to
Jerusalem from the mountain
called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbathday’s journey
away. 13 When they had come in,
they went up into the upper room
where they were staying, that is
Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip,
Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew,
James the son of Alphaeus, Simon
the Zealot, and Judas the son of
James. 14All these with one accord
continued steadfastly in prayer
and supplication, along with the
women and Mary the mother of
Jesus, and with his brothers.

15 In these days, Peter stood up
in the middle of the disciples (and
the number of names was about
one hundred twenty), and said,
16 “Brothers, it was necessary that
this Scripture should be fulfilled,
which the Holy Spirit spoke before
by the mouth of David concerning
Judas, whowas guide to thosewho
took Jesus. 17 For he was counted
withus, andreceivedhisportion in
this ministry. 18Now this man ob-
tained a field with the reward for
his wickedness; and falling head-
long, his body burst open and all
his intestines gushed out. 19 It
became known to everyone who
lived in Jerusalem that in their lan-
guage that field was called ‘Akel-
dama,’ that is, ‘The field of blood.’
20 For it is written in the book of
Psalms,
‘Let his habitation be made deso-

late.
Let no one dwell in it;’✡

and,
‘Let another take his office.’✡

21 “Of the men therefore who
have accompanied us all the time
that the Lord Jesuswent in and out

* 1:10 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”,means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection. ✡ 1:20 Psalm 69:25 ✡ 1:20 Psalm 109:8
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among us, 22 beginning from the
baptism of John to the day that he
was received up from us, of these
onemust becomeawitnesswithus
of his resurrection.”

23 They put forward two: Joseph
called Barsabbas, who was also
called Justus, andMatthias. 24They
prayed and said, “You, Lord, who
know the hearts of all men, show
which one of these two you have
chosen 25 to take part in this min-
istry and apostleship from which
Judas fell away, that he might go
to his own place.” 26 They drew
lots for them, and the lot fell on
Matthias; andhewas countedwith
the eleven apostles.

2
1Nowwhen the day of Pentecost

had come, they were all with one
accord in one place. 2 Suddenly
there came from the sky a sound
like the rushing of a mighty wind,
and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. 3 Tongues
like fire appeared and were
distributed to them, and one sat on
each of them. 4They were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak with other languages, as
the Spirit gave them the ability to
speak.

5 Now there were dwelling
in Jerusalem Jews, devout men,
from every nation under the sky.
6 When this sound was heard,
the multitude came together
and were bewildered, because
everyone heard them speaking in
his own language. 7 They were
all amazed and marveled, saying
to one another, “Behold, aren’t
all these who speak Galileans?
8 How do we hear, everyone
in our own native language?
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites,
and people from Mesopotamia,
Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia,

10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, the
parts of Libya around Cyrene,
visitors from Rome, both Jews
and proselytes, 11 Cretans and
Arabians—we hear them speaking
in our languages themightyworks
of God!” 12 They were all amazed
and were perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?”
13Others, mocking, said, “They are
filled with newwine.”

14 But Peter, standing up with
the eleven, lifted up his voice and
spoke out to them, “You men of
Judea and all you who dwell at
Jerusalem, let this be known to
you, and listen to my words. 15 For
these aren’t drunken, as you sup-
pose, seeing it is only the third
hour of the day.* 16 But this is
what has been spoken through the
prophet Joel:
17 ‘It will be in the last days, says

God,
that I will pour out my Spirit
on all flesh.

Your sons and your daughters will
prophesy.

Your young men will see vi-
sions.

Your old men will dream
dreams.

18 Yes, and on my servants and on
my handmaidens in those
days,

I will pour out my Spirit, and
they will prophesy.

19 I will show wonders in the sky
above,

and signs on the earth be-
neath:

blood, and fire, and billows of
smoke.

20The sunwill be turned into dark-
ness,

and themoon into blood,
before the great and glorious
day of the Lord comes.

21 It will be that whoever will call
on the name of the Lordwill
be saved.’✡

* 2:15 about 9:00 a.m. ✡ 2:21 Joel 2:28-32
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22 “Men of Israel, hear these
words! Jesus of Nazareth, a
man approved by God to you
by mighty works and wonders
and signs which God did by him
amongyou, evenasyouyourselves
know, 23 him, being delivered up
by the determined counsel and
foreknowledge of God, you have
taken by the hand of lawless men,
crucified and killed; 24whom God
raised up, having freed him from
the agony of death, because it was
not possible that he should be held
by it. 25 For David says concerning
him,
‘I saw the Lord always before my

face,
for he is onmy right hand, that
I should not bemoved.

26 Therefore my heart was glad,
andmy tongue rejoiced.

Moreover my flesh also will
dwell in hope,

27 because you will not leave my
soul in Hades,†

neither will you allow your
Holy One to see decay.

28Youmade known tome theways
of life.

You will make me full of glad-
ness with your presence.’✡

29 “Brothers, Imay tell you freely
of thepatriarchDavid, that heboth
died andwas buried, and his tomb
is with us to this day. 30 Therefore,
being a prophet, and knowing that
Godhad swornwith anoath tohim
that of the fruit of his body, ac-
cording to the flesh, hewould raise
up the Christ‡ to sit on his throne,
31 he foreseeing this, spoke about
the resurrection of the Christ, that
his soul wasn’t left in Hades,§ and
his fleshdidn’t see decay. 32This Je-
sus God raised up, to which we all
are witnesses. 33 Being therefore
exalted by the right hand of God,

and having received from the Fa-
ther the promise of the Holy Spirit,
he has poured out this which you
now see and hear. 34 For David
didn’t ascend into the heavens, but
he says himself,
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit by

my right hand
35until I make your enemies a
footstool for your feet.” ’✡

36 “Let all the house of Israel
therefore know certainly that
God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you
crucified.”

37 Now when they heard this,
theywere cut to the heart, and said
toPeter and the rest of theapostles,
“Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 Peter said to them, “Repent
and be baptized, every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of sins, and you
will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you
and to your children, and to all
who are far off, even as many as
the Lord our God will call to him-
self.” 40 With many other words
he testified and exhorted them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this
crooked generation!”

41 Then those who gladly re-
ceived his word were baptized.
There were added that day about
three thousand souls. 42 They
continued steadfastly in the apos-
tles’ teaching and fellowship, in
the breaking of bread, and prayer.
43 Fear came on every soul, and
many wonders and signs were
done through the apostles. 44 All
who believed were together, and
had all things in common. 45 They
sold their possessions and goods,
anddistributed themtoall, accord-
ing as anyone had need. 46 Day
by day, continuing steadfastlywith
one accord in the temple, and

† 2:27 or, Hell ✡ 2:28 Psalm 16:8-11 ‡ 2:30 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. § 2:31 or,
Hell ✡ 2:35 Psalm 110:1
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breaking bread at home, they took
their food with gladness and sin-
gleness of heart, 47 praising God
and having favor with all the peo-
ple. The Lord added to the as-
sembly day by day thosewhowere
being saved.

3
1 Peter and John were going up

into the temple at the hour of
prayer, the ninth hour.* 2 A cer-
tain man who was lame from his
mother’s wombwas being carried,
whom they laid daily at the door
of the temple which is called Beau-
tiful, to ask gifts for the needy of
thosewho entered into the temple.
3 Seeing Peter and John about to
go into the temple, he asked to re-
ceive gifts for the needy. 4 Peter,
fastening his eyes on him, with
John, said, “Look at us.” 5 He lis-
tened to them, expecting to receive
something from them. 6 But Peter
said, “I have no silver or gold, but
what I have, that I give you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
get up andwalk!” 7He took him by
the right hand and raised him up.
Immediately his feet and his ankle
bones received strength. 8Leaping
up, he stood and began to walk.
He enteredwith them into the tem-
ple, walking, leaping, and prais-
ing God. 9 All the people saw him
walking and praising God. 10 They
recognized him, that it was hewho
used to sit begging for gifts for the
needy at the Beautiful Gate of the
temple. Theywerefilledwithwon-
der and amazement at what had
happened to him. 11 As the lame
man who was healed held on to
Peter and John, all the people ran
together to them in the porch that
is called Solomon’s, greatly won-
dering.

12 When Peter saw it, he re-
sponded to the people, “You men
of Israel, why do you marvel at
this man? Why do you fasten your
eyes on us, as though by our own
power or godliness we had made
him walk? 13 The God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of
our fathers, has glorified his Ser-
vant Jesus, whom you delivered
up and denied in the presence of
Pilate, when he had determined to
release him. 14 But you denied the
Holy and Righteous One and asked
for a murderer to be granted to
you, 15 and killed the Prince of life,
whom God raised from the dead,
to which we are witnesses. 16 By
faith in his name, his name has
made this man strong, whom you
see and know. Yes, the faith which
is through him has given him this
perfect soundness in the presence
of you all.

17 “Now, brothers,† I know that
you did this in ignorance, as
did also your rulers. 18 But the
things which God announced by
the mouth of all his prophets,
that Christ should suffer, he thus
fulfilled.

19 “Repent therefore, and turn
again, that your sins may be
blotted out, so that there may
come times of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord, 20 and that
hemay send Christ Jesus, whowas
ordained for you before, 21whom
heaven must receive until the
times of restoration of all things,
which God spoke long ago by the
mouth of his holy prophets. 22 For
Moses indeed said to the fathers,
‘The Lord God will raise up a
prophet for you from among your
brothers, like me. You shall listen
to him in all things whatever he
says to you. 23 It will be that every
soul that will not listen to that

* 3:1 3:00p.m. † 3:17 Theword for “brothers” heremaybealsocorrectly translated“brothers
and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 3:23 Deuteronomy 18:15,18-19
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prophet will be utterly destroyed
from among the people.’✡ 24 Yes,
and all the prophets from Samuel
and those who followed after,
as many as have spoken, also
told of these days. 25 You are
the children of the prophets,
and of the covenant which God
made with our fathers, saying to
Abraham, ‘All the families of the
earth will be blessed through your
offspring.’‡✡ 26 God, having raised
up his servant Jesus, sent him to
you first to bless you, in turning
away every one of you from your
wickedness.”

4
1 As they spoke to the people,

the priests and the captain of the
temple and the Sadducees came to
them, 2 being upset because they
taught the people and proclaimed
in Jesus the resurrection from the
dead. 3 They laid hands on them,
and put them in custody until the
next day, for it was now evening.
4But many of those who heard the
word believed, and the number
of the men came to be about five
thousand.

5 In the morning, their rulers,
elders, and scribes were gathered
together in Jerusalem. 6 Annas
the high priest was there, with Ca-
iaphas, John, Alexander, and as
many as were relatives of the high
priest. 7When theyhadstoodPeter
and John in the middle of them,
they inquired, “By what power,
or in what name, have you done
this?”

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy
Spirit, said to them, “You rulers of
the people and elders of Israel, 9 if
we are examined today concern-
ing a good deed done to a crippled
man, by what means this man has
been healed, 10 may it be known
to you all, and to all the people

of Israel, that in the name of Je-
sus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from
the dead, this man stands here
before you whole in him. 11 He
is ‘the stone which was regarded
as worthless by you, the builders,
which has become the head of the
corner.’✡ 12There is salvation in no
one else, for there is no other name
under heaven that is given among
men, by which wemust be saved!”

13 Now when they saw the
boldness of Peter and John, and
had perceived that they were
unlearned and ignorant men, they
marveled. They recognized that
they had beenwith Jesus. 14Seeing
the man who was healed standing
with them, they could say nothing
against it. 15 But when they had
commanded them to go aside out
of the council, they conferred
among themselves, 16 saying,
“What shall we do to these men?
Because indeed a notable miracle
has been done through them, as
can be plainly seen by all who
dwell in Jerusalem, and we can’t
deny it. 17 But so that this spreads
no further among the people, let’s
threaten them, that from now on
they don’t speak to anyone in this
name.” 18 They called them, and
commanded them not to speak at
all nor teach in the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered
them, “Whether it is right in the
sight of God to listen to you rather
than to God, judge for yourselves,
20 for we can’t help telling the
things which we saw and heard.”

21When they had further threat-
ened them, they let them go, find-
ing no way to punish them, be-
cause of the people; for everyone
glorified God for that which was
done. 22For theman onwhom this
miracle of healing was performed
wasmore than forty years old.

‡ 3:25 or, seed ✡ 3:25 Genesis 22:18; 26:4 ✡ 4:11 Psalm 118:22
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23Being let go, they came to their
own company and reported all
that the chief priests and the elders
had said to them. 24 When they
heard it, they lifted up their voice
to God with one accord and said,
“O Lord, you are God, who made
the heaven, the earth, the sea, and
all that is in them; 25 who by the
mouth of your servant David, said,
‘Why do the nations rage,

and the peoples plot a vain
thing?

26 The kings of the earth take a
stand,

and the rulers plot together,
against the Lord, and against
his Christ.’*✡

27 “For truly,† both Herod and
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles
and thepeople of Israel, were gath-
ered together against your holy
servant Jesus,whomyouanointed,
28 to do whatever your hand and
your counsel foreordained to hap-
pen. 29 Now, Lord, look at their
threats, and grant to your servants
to speak your word with all bold-
ness, 30while you stretch out your
hand to heal; and that signs and
wonders may be done through the
name of your holy Servant Jesus.”

31 When they had prayed, the
placewas shakenwhere theywere
gathered together. They were all
filledwith theHoly Spirit, and they
spoke the word of God with bold-
ness.

32Themultitudeof thosewhobe-
lieved were of one heart and soul.
Not one of them claimed that any-
thing of the things which he pos-
sessed was his own, but they had
all things in common. 33With great
power, the apostles gave their tes-
timony of the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus. Great grace was on
them all. 34 For neither was there
among them any who lacked, for

as many as were owners of lands
or houses sold them, and brought
the proceeds of the things that
were sold, 35 and laid them at the
apostles’ feet; anddistributionwas
made to each, according as anyone
had need.

36 Joses, who by the apostles was
also called Barnabas (which is, be-
ing interpreted, Son of Encourage-
ment), a Levite, amanof Cyprus by
race, 37 having a field, sold it and
brought the money and laid it at
the apostles’ feet.

5
1 But a certain man named Ana-

nias, with Sapphira his wife, sold
a possession, 2 and kept back part
of the price, his wife also being
aware of it, then brought a certain
part and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
3But Peter said, “Ananias, why has
Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit and to keep back part
of the price of the land? 4 While
you kept it, didn’t it remain your
own? After it was sold, wasn’t it
in your power? How is it that you
have conceived this thing in your
heart? Youhaven’t lied tomen, but
to God.”

5 Ananias, hearing these words,
fell down and died. Great fear
came on all who heard these
things. 6 The young men arose
and wrapped him up, and they
carried him out and buried him.
7About three hours later, his wife,
not knowing what had happened,
came in. 8 Peter answered her,
“Tell mewhether you sold the land
for somuch.”
She said, “Yes, for so much.”
9 But Peter asked her, “How is it

that you have agreed together to
tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Be-
hold, the feet of those who have
buried your husband are at the
door, and they will carry you out.”

* 4:26 Christ (Greek) and Messiah (Hebrew) both mean Anointed One. ✡ 4:26 Psalm 2:1-2
† 4:27 nu adds “in this city,”
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10 She fell down immediately at
his feet and died. The young men
came in and found her dead, and
they carried her out and buried
her by her husband. 11 Great fear
came on the whole assembly, and
on all who heard these things.

12 By the hands of the apos-
tles many signs and wonders were
doneamong thepeople. Theywere
all with one accord in Solomon’s
porch. 13 None of the rest dared
to join them; however, the people
honored them. 14 More believers
wereadded to theLord,multitudes
of both men and women. 15 They
even carried out the sick into the
streets and laid them on cots and
mattresses, so that as Peter came
by, at least his shadowmight over-
shadow some of them. 16 The mul-
titude also came together from the
cities around Jerusalem, bringing
sick people and those who were
tormented by unclean spirits; and
they were all healed.

17 But the high priest rose up,
and all those who were with
him (which is the sect of the
Sadducees), and they were filled
with jealousy 18 and laid hands
on the apostles, then put them in
public custody. 19 But an angel of
the Lord opened the prison doors
by night, and brought them out
and said, 20 “Go stand and speak
in the temple to the people all the
words of this life.”

21 When they heard this, they
entered into the temple about day-
break and taught. But the high
priest and those who were with
him came and called the council
together, with all the senate of
the children of Israel, and sent to
the prison to have them brought.
22But the officers who came didn’t
find them in the prison. They re-
turned and reported, 23 “We found
the prison shut and locked, and the
guards standing before the doors,

but when we opened them, we
found no one inside!”

24Nowwhen the high priest, the
captainof the temple, and the chief
priests heard these words, they
were very perplexed about them
and what might become of this.
25 One came and told them, “Be-
hold, the men whom you put in
prison are in the temple, standing
and teaching the people.” 26 Then
the captain went with the offi-
cers, and brought themwithout vi-
olence, for they were afraid that
the people might stone them.

27When they had brought them,
they set them before the coun-
cil. The high priest questioned
them, 28 saying, “Didn’t we strictly
command you not to teach in this
name? Behold, you have filled
Jerusalemwith your teaching, and
intend to bring thisman’s blood on
us.”

29 But Peter and the apostles an-
swered, “Wemust obey God rather
thanmen. 30TheGodofour fathers
raised up Jesus, whom you killed,
hanging him on a tree. 31 God ex-
alted himwith his right hand to be
a Prince and a Savior, to give re-
pentance to Israel, and remission
of sins. 32 We are his witnesses
of these things; and so also is the
Holy Spirit, whomGodhas given to
those who obey him.”

33 But they, when they heard
this, were cut to the heart, and
were determined to kill them.
34 But one stood up in the council,
a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a
teacher of the law, honored by
all the people, and commanded
to put the apostles out for a little
while. 35Hesaid to them, “Youmen
of Israel, be careful concerning
these men, what you are about
to do. 36 For before these days
Theudas rose up, making himself
out to be somebody; to whom
a number of men, about four
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hundred, joined themselves. He
was slain; and all, as many as
obeyed him, were dispersed and
came to nothing. 37 After this
man, Judas of Galilee rose up in
the days of the enrollment, and
drew away some people after
him. He also perished, and all,
as many as obeyed him, were
scattered abroad. 38 Now I tell
you, withdraw from these men
and leave them alone. For if this
counsel or this work is of men,
it will be overthrown. 39 But if it
is of God, you will not be able to
overthrow it, and you would be
found even to be fighting against
God!”

40 They agreed with him. Sum-
moning the apostles, they beat
them and commanded them not to
speak in the name of Jesus, and
let them go. 41 They therefore de-
parted from the presence of the
council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer dishonor
for Jesus’ name.

42Every day, in the temple and at
home, theynever stopped teaching
and preaching Jesus, the Christ.

6
1 Now in those days, when the

number of the disciples wasmulti-
plying, a complaint arose from the
Hellenists* against the Hebrews,
because their widows were ne-
glected in the daily service. 2 The
twelve summoned the multitude
of the disciples and said, “It is
not appropriate for us to forsake
the word of God and serve tables.
3 Therefore, select from among
you, brothers, seven men of good
report, full of the Holy Spirit and
of wisdom, whomwemay appoint
over this business. 4 But we will
continue steadfastly in prayer and
in theministry of the word.”

5These words pleased the whole
multitude. They chose Stephen, a
man full of faith and of the Holy
Spirit, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a
proselyte of Antioch, 6whom they
set before the apostles. When they
had prayed, they laid their hands
on them.

7Theword of God increased and
the number of the disciples greatly
multiplied in Jerusalem. A great
companyof thepriestswere obedi-
ent to the faith.

8 Stephen, full of faith and
power, performed great wonders
and signs among the people. 9 But
some of those who were of the
synagogue called “The Libertines”,
and of the Cyrenians, of the
Alexandrians, and of those of
Cilicia and Asia arose, disputing
with Stephen. 10 They weren’t
able to withstand the wisdom
and the Spirit by which he spoke.
11 Then they secretly induced men
to say, “We have heard him speak
blasphemouswords againstMoses
and God.” 12 They stirred up
the people, the elders, and the
scribes, and came against him and
seized him, then brought him in
to the council, 13 and set up false
witnesses who said, “This man
never stops speakingblasphemous
words against this holy place and
the law. 14 For we have heard
him say that this Jesus of Nazareth
will destroy this place, and will
change the customs which Moses
delivered to us.” 15 All who sat in
the council, fastening their eyes on
him, saw his face like it was the
face of an angel.

7
1The high priest said, “Are these

things so?”
2He said, “Brothers and fathers,

listen. The God of glory appeared
* 6:1 The Hellenists used Greek language and culture, even though they were also of Hebrew
descent.
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to our father Abraham when he
was in Mesopotamia, before he
lived in Haran, 3 and said to him,
‘Get out of your land and away
from your relatives, and come into
a land which I will show you.’✡
4 Then he came out of the land of
the Chaldaeans and lived in Ha-
ran. From there, when his father
was dead, Godmovedhim into this
land where you are now living.
5He gave him no inheritance in it,
no, not so much as to set his foot
on. He promised that he would
give it to him for a possession, and
to his offspring after him, when he
still had no child. 6 God spoke in
this way: that his offspring would
live as aliens in a strange land, and
that they would be enslaved and
mistreated for fourhundredyears.
7 ‘I will judge the nation to which
they will be in bondage,’ said God,
‘and after that they will come out
and serve me in this place.’✡ 8 He
gave him the covenant of circum-
cision. So Abraham became the fa-
ther of Isaac, and circumcised him
the eighth day. Isaac became the
father of Jacob, and Jacob became
the father of the twelve patriarchs.

9 “The patriarchs, moved with
jealousy against Joseph, sold him
into Egypt. God was with him
10 and delivered him out of all his
afflictions, and gave him favor and
wisdom before Pharaoh, king of
Egypt. Hemadehimgovernorover
Egypt and all his house. 11 Now a
famine came over all the land of
Egypt and Canaan, and great afflic-
tion. Our fathers found no food.
12But when Jacob heard that there
was grain in Egypt, he sent out our
fathers the first time. 13On the sec-
ond time Joseph was made known
tohis brothers, and Joseph’s family
was revealed to Pharaoh. 14 Joseph
sent and summoned Jacob his fa-

ther and all his relatives, seventy-
five souls. 15 Jacob went down into
Egypt and he died, himself and our
fathers; 16 and they were brought
back to Shechem and laid in the
tomb that Abraham bought for a
price in silver from the children of
Hamor of Shechem.

17 “But as the time of the promise
came close which God had sworn
to Abraham, the people grew and
multiplied in Egypt, 18 until there
arose a different king who didn’t
know Joseph. 19The same took ad-
vantage of our race andmistreated
our fathers, and forced them to
abandon their babies, so that they
wouldn’t stay alive. 20 At that
time Moses was born, and was ex-
ceedingly handsome to God. He
was nourished three months in
his father’s house. 21 When he
was abandoned, Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter took him up and reared him
as her own son. 22 Moses was in-
structed in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians. He was mighty in his
words and works. 23 But when he
was forty years old, it came into
his heart to visit his brothers,* the
children of Israel. 24 Seeing one
of them suffer wrong, he defended
him and avenged him who was
oppressed, striking the Egyptian.
25 He supposed that his brothers
understood that God, by his hand,
was giving them deliverance; but
they didn’t understand.

26 “The day following, he ap-
peared to them as they fought,
and urged them to be at peace
again, saying, ‘Sirs, you are broth-
ers. Why do you wrong one an-
other?’ 27Buthewhodidhis neigh-
bor wrong pushed him away, say-
ing, ‘Who made you a ruler and a
judge over us? 28 Do you want to
kill me as you killed the Egyptian
yesterday?’✡ 29 Moses fled at this

✡ 7:3 Genesis 12:1 ✡ 7:7 Genesis 15:13-14 * 7:23 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere
the context allowsmay be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 7:28
Exodus 2:14
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saying, and became a stranger in
the land of Midian, where he be-
came the father of two sons.

30 “When forty years were ful-
filled, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him in the wilderness of
Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in
a bush. 31When Moses saw it, he
wondered at the sight. As he came
close to see, the voice of the Lord
came to him, 32 ‘I am the God of
your fathers: the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
cob.’✡ Moses trembled and dared
not look. 33 The Lord said to him,
‘Takeoffyour sandals, for theplace
where you stand is holy ground.
34 I have surely seen the affliction
ofmypeoplewho are in Egypt, and
have heard their groaning. I have
come down to deliver them. Now
come, I will send you into Egypt.’✡

35 “This Moses whom they re-
fused, saying, ‘Who made you a
ruler and a judge?’—God has sent
him as both a ruler and a deliverer
by the hand of the angel who ap-
peared to him in the bush. 36 This
man led them out, having worked
wonders and signs in Egypt, in
the Red Sea, and in the wilder-
ness for forty years. 37 This is
that Moses who said to the chil-
dren of Israel, ‘The Lord our God
will raise up a prophet for you
from among your brothers, like
me.’†✡ 38 This is he who was
in the assembly in the wilderness
with the angel that spoke to him
on Mount Sinai, and with our fa-
thers, who received living revela-
tions to give to us, 39 to whom our
fathers wouldn’t be obedient, but
rejected him and turned back in
their hearts to Egypt, 40 saying to
Aaron, ‘Make us gods that will go
beforeus, for as for thisMoseswho
led us out of the land of Egypt, we

don’t know what has become of
him.’✡ 41 Theymade a calf in those
days, and brought a sacrifice to the
idol, and rejoiced in the works of
their hands. 42 But God turned
away and gave them up to serve
the army of the sky,‡ as it is written
in the book of the prophets,
‘Did you offer to me slain animals

and sacrifices
forty years in the wilderness,
O house of Israel?

43 You took up the tabernacle of
Moloch,

the star of your god Rephan,
thefigureswhichyoumade towor-

ship,
so I will carry you away✡ be-
yond Babylon.’

44 “Our fathers had the taberna-
cle of the testimony in the wilder-
ness, even as he who spoke to
Moses commanded him to make
it according to the pattern that
he had seen; 45 which also our
fathers, in their turn, brought in
with Joshua when they entered
into the possession of the nations
whom God drove out before the
face of our fathers to the days of
David, 46 who found favor in the
sight of God, and asked to find a
habitation for the God of Jacob.
47 But Solomon built him a house.
48However, the Most High doesn’t
dwell in templesmadewith hands,
as the prophet says,
49 ‘heaven is my throne,

and the earth a footstool for
my feet.

What kind of house will you build
me?’ says the Lord.

‘Or what is the place of my
rest?

50 Didn’t my hand make all these
things?’✡

51 “You stiff-necked and uncir-
cumcised in heart and ears, you al-
ways resist theHoly Spirit! As your

✡ 7:32 Exodus 3:6 ✡ 7:34 Exodus 3:5,7-8,10 † 7:37 TR adds “You shall listen to him.”
✡ 7:37 Deuteronomy 18:15 ✡ 7:40 Exodus 32:1 ‡ 7:42 This idiom could also be translated
“host of heaven”, or “angelic beings”, or “heavenly bodies.” ✡ 7:43 Amos 5:25-27 ✡ 7:50
Isaiah 66:1-2
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fathers did, so you do. 52 Which
of the prophets didn’t your fathers
persecute? They killed those who
foretold the coming of the Righ-
teous One, of whom you have now
become betrayers and murderers.
53You received the lawas itwas or-
dained by angels, and didn’t keep
it!”

54 Now when they heard these
things, they were cut to the heart,
and they gnashed at himwith their
teeth. 55 But he, being full of the
Holy Spirit, looked up steadfastly
into heaven and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing on the
right hand of God, 56 and said, “Be-
hold, I see the heavens opened and
the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God!”

57 But they cried out with a loud
voice and stopped their ears, then
rushed at him with one accord.
58 They threw him out of the city
and stoned him. The witnesses
placed their garments at the feet of
a young man named Saul. 59 They
stoned Stephen as he called out,
saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit!” 60 He kneeled down and
cried with a loud voice, “Lord,
don’t hold this sin against them!”
When he had said this, he fell
asleep.

8
1 Saul was consenting to his

death. A great persecution arose
against the assembly which was in
Jerusalem in that day. They were
all scattered abroad throughout
the regions of Judea and Samaria,
except for the apostles. 2 Devout
men buried Stephen and lamented
greatly over him. 3 But Saul
ravaged the assembly, entering
into every house and dragged both
men and women off to prison.
4 Therefore those who were
scattered abroad went around
preaching the word. 5 Philip went
down to the city of Samaria and

proclaimed to them the Christ.
6 The multitudes listened with one
accord to the things that were
spoken by Philip when they heard
and saw the signs which he did.
7 For unclean spirits came out of
manyof thosewhohad them. They
came out, cryingwith a loud voice.
Manywhohadbeenparalyzedand
lame were healed. 8 There was
great joy in that city.

9But therewas a certainman, Si-
monbyname,whoused topractice
sorcery in the city and amazed the
people of Samaria, making him-
self out to be some great one, 10 to
whom they all listened, from the
least to the greatest, saying, “This
man is that great power of God.”
11 They listened to him because
for a long time he had amazed
them with his sorceries. 12 But
when they believed Philip preach-
ing good news concerning God’s
Kingdom and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized, both
men and women. 13 Simon him-
self also believed. Being baptized,
he continued with Philip. Seeing
signsandgreatmiraclesoccurring,
he was amazed.

14 Now when the apostles who
were at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the word
of God, they sent Peter and John
to them, 15 who, when they had
come down, prayed for them,
that they might receive the Holy
Spirit; 16 for as yet he had fallen
on none of them. They had only
been baptized in the name of
Christ Jesus. 17Then they laid their
hands on them, and they received
the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when
Simon saw that theHoly Spirit was
given through the laying on of the
apostles’ hands, he offered them
money, 19 saying, “Give me also
this power, that whomever I lay
my hands onmay receive the Holy
Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him,
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“May your silver perish with you,
because you thought you could
obtain the gift of God with money!
21 You have neither part nor lot
in this matter, for your heart
isn’t right before God. 22 Repent
therefore of this, your wickedness,
and askGod if perhaps the thought
of your heart may be forgiven
you. 23 For I see that you are in
the poison of bitterness and in the
bondage of iniquity.”

24Simon answered, “Pray forme
to the Lord, that none of the things
which you have spoken happen to
me.”

25They therefore,when theyhad
testified and spoken the word of
the Lord, returned to Jerusalem,
and preached the Good News to
many villages of the Samaritans.

26 Then an angel of the Lord
spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise, and
go toward the south to theway that
goesdownfromJerusalemtoGaza.
This is a desert.”

27 He arose and went; and be-
hold, there was a man of Ethiopia,
a eunuch of great authority under
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians,
whowasover all her treasure,who
had come to Jerusalem toworship.
28 He was returning and sitting in
his chariot, and was reading the
prophet Isaiah.

29 The Spirit said to Philip, “Go
near, and join yourself to this char-
iot.”

30 Philip ran to him, and heard
him reading Isaiah the prophet,
andsaid, “Doyouunderstandwhat
you are reading?”

31 He said, “How can I, unless
someone explains it to me?” He
begged Philip to come up and sit
with him. 32 Now the passage of
the Scripture which he was read-
ing was this,

“He was led as a sheep to the
slaughter.

As a lamb before his shearer is
silent,

so he doesn’t open his mouth.
33 In his humiliation, his judgment

was taken away.
Who will declare His genera-
tion?

For his life is taken from the
earth.”✡

34 The eunuch answered Philip,
“Who is the prophet talking about?
About himself, or about someone
else?”

35 Philip opened his mouth, and
beginning from this Scripture,
preached to him about Jesus. 36As
theywent on theway, they came to
some water; and the eunuch said,
“Behold, here is water. What is
keepingme from being baptized?”

37* 38Hecommanded the chariot
to stand still, and they both went
down into the water, both Philip
and the eunuch, and he baptized
him.

39When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught
Philip away, and the eunuch didn’t
see him any more, for he went on
his way rejoicing. 40But Philip was
found at Azotus. Passing through,
he preached the Good News to all
the cities until he came to Cae-
sarea.

9
1But Saul, still breathing threats

and slaughter against the disciples
of the Lord, went to the high priest
2 and asked for letters from him
to the synagogues of Damascus,
that if he found any who were of
the Way, whether men or women,
he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 3 As he traveled, he
got close to Damascus, and sud-
denly a light from the sky shone
around him. 4He fell on the earth,

✡ 8:33 Isaiah 53:7,8 * 8:37 TR adds Philip said, “If you believewith all your heart, youmay.”
He answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
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and heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul, Saul, why do you perse-
cuteme?”

5He said, “Who are you, Lord?”
The Lord said, “I am Jesus,

whom you are persecuting.*
6But† rise up and enter into the
city, then you will be told what
youmust do.”

7 The men who traveled with
him stood speechless, hearing the
sound, but seeing no one. 8 Saul
arose from the ground, and when
his eyes were opened, he saw no
one. They led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. 9 He
was without sight for three days,
and neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a certain dis-
ciple at Damascus namedAnanias.
The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias!”
He said, “Behold, it’s me, Lord.”
11 The Lord said to him, “Arise

and go to the street which is
called Straight, and inquire in
the house of Judah‡ for one
named Saul, a man of Tarsus.
For behold, he is praying, 12and
in a vision he has seen a man
named Ananias coming in and
laying his hands on him, that he
might receive his sight.”

13But Ananias answered, “Lord,
I have heard frommany about this
man, howmuch evil he did to your
saints at Jerusalem. 14Here he has
authority from the chief priests to
bind all who call on your name.”

15 But the Lord said to him, “Go
your way, for he is my chosen
vessel to bear my name before
the nations and kings, and the
children of Israel. 16 For I
will show him how many things
he must suffer for my name’s
sake.”

17Ananias departed and entered
into the house. Laying his hands

on him, he said, “Brother Saul,
the Lord, who appeared to you on
the road by which you came, has
sent me that youmay receive your
sight and be filled with the Holy
Spirit.” 18 Immediately something
like scales fell from his eyes, and
he received his sight. He arose and
was baptized. 19He took food and
was strengthened.
Saul stayed several dayswith the

disciples who were at Damascus.
20 Immediately in the synagogues
he proclaimed the Christ, that he is
the Son of God. 21 All who heard
him were amazed, and said, “Isn’t
this he who in Jerusalem made
havoc of those who called on this
name? And he had come here in-
tending to bring them bound be-
fore the chief priests!”

22 But Saul increased more in
strength, and confounded the Jews
who lived at Damascus, proving
that this is the Christ. 23 When
many days were fulfilled, the Jews
conspired together to kill him,
24 but their plot became known to
Saul. They watched the gates both
day and night that they might kill
him, 25 but his disciples took him
by night and let himdown through
the wall, lowering him in a basket.

26 When Saul had come to
Jerusalem, he tried to join himself
to the disciples; but they were
all afraid of him, not believing
that he was a disciple. 27 But
Barnabas took him and brought
him to the apostles, and declared
to them how he had seen the
Lord on the way, and that he
had spoken to him, and how
at Damascus he had preached
boldly in the name of Jesus. 28He
was with them entering into§
Jerusalem, 29 preaching boldly in
the name of the Lord Jesus.* He

* 9:5 TRadds “It’s hard for you to kick against the cattle prods.” † 9:6 TRomits “But” ‡ 9:11
or, Judas § 9:28 TR andNUadd “and going out” * 9:29 TR andNUomit “Jesus” and reverse
the order of verses 28 & 29.
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spoke and disputed against the
Hellenists,† but they were seeking
to kill him. 30When the brothers‡
knew it, they brought him down
to Caesarea and sent him off to
Tarsus.

31 So the assemblies throughout
all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had
peace and were built up. They
were multiplied, walking in the
fear of the Lord and in the comfort
of the Holy Spirit.

32 As Peter went throughout all
those parts, he came down also
to the saints who lived at Lydda.
33 There he found a certain man
named Aeneas, who had been
bedridden for eight years because
he was paralyzed. 34 Peter said to
him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals
you. Get up and make your bed!”
Immediately he arose. 35 All who
lived at Lydda and in Sharon saw
him, and they turned to the Lord.

36 Now there was at Joppa a
certain disciple named Tabitha,
which when translated means
Dorcas.§ This woman was full
of good works and acts of mercy
which she did. 37 In those days, she
became sick and died. When they
hadwashed her, they laid her in an
upper room. 38As Lydda was near
Joppa, the disciples, hearing that
Peter was there, sent two men* to
him, imploring him not to delay
in coming to them. 39 Peter got up
andwentwith them. When he had
come, they brought him into the
upper room. All the widows stood
by him weeping, and showing
the tunics and other garments
which Dorcas had made while
she was with them. 40 Peter sent
them all out, and knelt down and
prayed. Turning to the body, he
said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened

her eyes, and when she saw Peter,
she sat up. 41He gave her his hand
and raised her up. Calling the
saints and widows, he presented
her alive. 42 This became known
throughout all Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord. 43He stayed
many days in Joppa with a tanner
named Simon.

10
1 Now there was a certain man

in Caesarea, Cornelius by name, a
centurion of what was called the
Italian Regiment, 2 a devout man,
and one who feared God with all
his house, who gave gifts for the
needy generously to the people,
and always prayed to God. 3 At
about the ninth hour of the day,*
he clearly saw in a vision an angel
of God coming to himand saying to
him, “Cornelius!”

4 He, fastening his eyes on him
and being frightened, said, “What
is it, Lord?”
He said to him, “Your prayers

and your gifts to the needy have
gone up for a memorial before
God. 5 Now send men to Joppa,
and get Simon, who is also called
Peter. 6He is staying with a tanner
named Simon, whose house is by
the seaside.†

7 When the angel who spoke
to him had departed, Cornelius
called two of his household ser-
vants and a devout soldier of those
who waited on him continually.
8 Having explained everything to
them, he sent them to Joppa.

9 Now on the next day as they
wereon their journeyandgot close
to the city, Peter went up on the
housetop to pray at about noon.
10 He became hungry and desired

† 9:29 TheHellenists wereHebrewswho used Greek language and culture. ‡ 9:30 Theword
for “brothers” here andwhere the context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and
sisters” or “siblings.” § 9:36 “Dorcas” is Greek for “Gazelle.” * 9:38 Reading from NU,
TR; MT omits “two men” * 10:3 3:00 p.m. † 10:6 TR adds “This one will tell you what it is
necessary for you to do.”
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to eat, but while they were prepar-
ing, he fell into a trance. 11 He
saw heaven opened and a certain
container descending to him, like
a great sheet let down by four cor-
ners on the earth, 12 in which were
all kinds of four-footed animals of
the earth, wild animals, reptiles,
and birds of the sky. 13 A voice
came to him, “Rise, Peter, kill
and eat!”

14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord;
for I have never eaten anything
that is common or unclean.”

15 A voice came to him again
the second time, “What God has
cleansed, you must not call un-
clean.” 16 This was done three
times, and immediately the thing
was received up into heaven.

17 Now while Peter was very
perplexed in himself what the
vision which he had seen might
mean, behold, the men who were
sent by Cornelius, having made
inquiry for Simon’s house, stood
before the gate, 18 and called and
asked whether Simon, who was
also called Peter, was lodging
there. 19While Peter was ponder-
ing the vision, the Spirit said to
him, “Behold, three‡men seekyou.
20But arise, get down, and go with
them, doubting nothing; for I have
sent them.”

21 Peter went down to the men,
and said, “Behold, I am he whom
you seek. Why have you come?”

22They said, “Cornelius, a centu-
rion, a righteousman and onewho
fearsGod, andwell spokenof by all
thenationof the Jews,wasdirected
by a holy angel to invite you to his
house, and to listen to what you
say.” 23 So he called them in and
provided a place to stay.
On the next day Peter arose and

went out with them, and some of
the brothers from Joppa accom-
panied him. 24 On the next day

they entered into Caesarea. Cor-
nelius was waiting for them, hav-
ing called together his relatives
and his near friends. 25When Pe-
ter entered, Corneliusmet him, fell
down at his feet, and worshiped
him. 26 But Peter raised him up,
saying, “Stand up! I myself am
also a man.” 27 As he talked with
him, he went in and found many
gathered together. 28 He said to
them, “You yourselves know how
it is an unlawful thing for a man
who is a Jew to join himself or
come to one of another nation, but
God has shownme that I shouldn’t
call any man unholy or unclean.
29 Therefore I also came without
complaint when I was sent for. I
ask therefore, why did you send
for me?”

30Cornelius said, “Four days ago,
I was fasting until this hour; and
at the ninth hour,§ I prayed in my
house, and behold, a man stood
beforeme in bright clothing 31and
said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer is
heard, and your gifts to the needy
are remembered in the sight of
God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa
and summon Simon, who is also
called Peter. He is staying in the
houseof a tannernamedSimon, by
the seaside. When he comes, he
will speak to you.’ 33 Therefore I
sent to you at once, and itwas good
of you to come. Now therefore we
are all here present in the sight of
God to hear all things that have
been commanded you by God.”

34 Peter opened his mouth and
said, “Truly I perceive that God
doesn’t show favoritism; 35 but in
every nation he who fears him
andworks righteousness is accept-
able to him. 36 The word which
he sent to the children of Israel,
preaching good news of peace by
Jesus Christ —he is Lord of all
— 37 you yourselves know what

‡ 10:19 Reading from TR and NU. MT omits “three” § 10:30 3:00 p.m.
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happened, which was proclaimed
throughout all Judea, beginning
from Galilee, after the baptism
which John preached; 38 how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power,
who went about doing good and
healing all whowere oppressed by
the devil, for God was with him.
39 We are witnesses of everything
he did both in the country of the
Jews and in Jerusalem; whom they
also* killed, hanging him on a tree.
40God raised him up the third day
and gave him to be revealed, 41not
to all the people, but to witnesses
who were chosen before by God,
to us, who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. 42He
commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that this is
he who is appointed by God as the
Judge of the living and the dead.
43 All the prophets testify about
him, that through his name every-
one who believes in him will re-
ceive remission of sins.”

44While Peter was still speaking
these words, the Holy Spirit fell
on all those who heard the word.
45 They of the circumcision who
believed were amazed, as many as
camewith Peter, because the gift of
theHoly Spiritwas also poured out
on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard
them speaking in other languages
andmagnifying God.
Then Peter answered, 47 “Can

anyone forbid these people from
being baptized with water? They
have received the Holy Spirit just
like us.” 48 He commanded them
to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they askedhim to stay
some days.

11
1Nowtheapostles and thebroth-

ers* who were in Judea heard

that the Gentiles had also received
the word of God. 2 When Peter
had come up to Jerusalem, those
who were of the circumcision con-
tended with him, 3 saying, “You
went in to uncircumcisedmen and
ate with them!”

4But Peter began, and explained
to them in order, saying, 5 “I was
in the city of Joppa praying, and
in a trance I saw a vision: a cer-
tain container descending, like it
was a great sheet let down from
heaven by four corners. It came
as far as me. 6 When I had
looked intently at it, I considered,
and saw the four-footed animals
of the earth, wild animals, creep-
ing things, and birds of the sky.
7 I also heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Rise, Peter, kill and eat!’
8But I said, ‘Not so, Lord, for noth-
ing unholy or unclean has ever
entered into my mouth.’ 9 But
a voice answered me the second
time out of heaven, ‘What God
has cleansed, don’t you call un-
clean.’ 10 This was done three
times, and all were drawn up
again into heaven. 11 Behold,
immediately three men stood be-
fore the house where I was, hav-
ing been sent from Caesarea to
me. 12 The Spirit told me to go
with themwithout discriminating.
These six brothers also accompa-
nied me, and we entered into the
man’s house. 13 He told us how
he had seen the angel standing in
his house and saying to him, ‘Send
to Joppa and get Simon, who is
called Peter, 14 who will speak to
you words by which you will be
saved, you and all your house.’
15 As I began to speak, the Holy
Spirit fell on them, even as on us
at the beginning. 16 I remembered
the word of the Lord, how he said,
‘John indeed baptized in water,
but you will be baptized in the

* 10:39 TR omits “also” * 11:1 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay
also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave to
them the same gift as us when we
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I, that I could withstand
God?”

18When they heard these things,
they held their peace and glorified
God, saying, “Then God has also
granted to the Gentiles repentance
to life!”

19They thereforewhowere scat-
tered abroad by the oppression
that arose about Stephen traveled
as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and
Antioch, speaking the word to no
one except to Jews only. 20 But
there were some of them, men of
Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when
they had come to Antioch, spoke
to the Hellenists,† preaching the
Lord Jesus. 21 The hand of the
Lord was with them, and a great
numberbelievedand turned to the
Lord. 22 The report concerning
them came to the ears of the as-
sembly which was in Jerusalem.
They sent out Barnabas to go as far
as Antioch, 23 who, when he had
come, and had seen the grace of
God, was glad. He exhorted them
all, that with purpose of heart they
should remain near to the Lord.
24 For he was a good man, and full
of the Holy Spirit and of faith, and
many people were added to the
Lord.

25 Barnabas went out to Tarsus
to look for Saul. 26 When he had
found him, he brought him to An-
tioch. For a whole year they were
gathered together with the assem-
bly, and taught many people. The
disciples were first called Chris-
tians in Antioch.

27 Now in these days, prophets
came down from Jerusalem to An-
tioch. 28 One of them named
Agabus stood up and indicated by
the Spirit that there should be a
great famine all over the world,
which also happened in the days

of Claudius. 29 As any of the disci-
ples had plenty, each determined
to send relief to the brothers who
lived in Judea; 30 which they also
did, sending it to the elders by the
hands of Barnabas and Saul.

12
1 Now about that time, King

Herod stretched out his hands to
oppress some of the assembly. 2He
killed James, the brother of John,
with the sword. 3 When he saw
that it pleased the Jews, he pro-
ceeded to seize Peter also. This
was during the days of unleavened
bread. 4 When he had arrested
him, he put him in prison and de-
livered him to four squads of four
soldiers each to guard him, intend-
ing to bring him out to the people
after the Passover. 5 Peter there-
fore was kept in the prison, but
constant prayer was made by the
assembly to God for him. 6 The
same nightwhenHerodwas about
to bring him out, Peter was sleep-
ing between two soldiers, bound
with two chains. Guards in front of
the door kept the prison.

7 And behold, an angel of the
Lord stood by him, and a light
shone in the cell. He struck Pe-
ter on the side and woke him up,
saying, “Stand up quickly!” His
chains fell off his hands. 8 The
angel said to him, “Get dressed and
put on your sandals.” He did so.
He said to him, “Put on your cloak
and followme.” 9And he went out
and followed him. He didn’t know
that what was being done by the
angel was real, but thought he saw
a vision. 10 When they were past
thefirst and the secondguard, they
came to the iron gate that leads
into the city, which opened to them
by itself. They went out and went
down one street, and immediately
the angel departed from him.

† 11:20 AHellenist is someone who keeps Greek customs and culture.
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11When Peter had come to him-
self, he said, “Now I truly know
that the Lord has sent out his an-
gel and delivered me out of the
hand of Herod, and from every-
thing the Jewish people were ex-
pecting.” 12 Thinking about that,
he came to the house of Mary, the
mother of John who was called
Mark, where many were gath-
ered together and were praying.
13When Peter knocked at the door
of the gate, a servant girl named
Rhoda came to answer. 14 When
she recognized Peter’s voice, she
didn’t open the gate for joy, but
ran in and reported that Peter was
standing in front of the gate.

15 They said to her, “You are
crazy!” But she insisted that it
was so. They said, “It is his angel.”
16 But Peter continued knocking.
When they had opened, they saw
him and were amazed. 17 But he,
beckoning to them with his hand
to be silent, declared to them how
the Lord had brought him out of
the prison. He said, “Tell these
things to James and to the broth-
ers.” Then he departed and went
to another place.

18 Now as soon as it was day,
there was no small stir among the
soldiers aboutwhat had become of
Peter. 19 When Herod had sought
for him and didn’t find him, he
examined the guards, then com-
manded that they should be put to
death. He went down from Judea
to Caesarea, and stayed there.

20 Now Herod was very angry
with the people of Tyre and Sidon.
They came with one accord to
him and, having made Blastus, the
king’s personal aide, their friend,
they asked for peace, because their
country depended on the king’s
country for food. 21 On an ap-
pointed day, Herod dressed him-
self in royal clothing, sat on the

throne, and gave a speech to them.
22 The people shouted, “The voice
of a god, and not of a man!”
23 Immediately an angel of the
Lord struck him, because he didn’t
give God the glory. Then he was
eaten by worms and died.

24But the word of God grew and
multiplied. 25 Barnabas and Saul
returned to* Jerusalem when they
had fulfilled their service, also tak-
ingwith them Johnwhowas called
Mark.

13
1Nowin theassembly thatwasat

Antioch there were some prophets
and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon
who was called Niger, Lucius of
Cyrene, Manaen the foster brother
of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.
2 As they served the Lord and
fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Sep-
arate Barnabas and Saul for me,
for thework towhich I have called
them.”

3 Then, when they had fasted
andprayed and laid their hands on
them, they sent them away. 4 So,
being sent out by the Holy Spirit,
they went down to Seleucia. From
there they sailed toCyprus. 5When
they were at Salamis, they pro-
claimed God’s word in the Jewish
synagogues. They also had John as
their attendant. 6 When they had
gone through the island to Paphos,
they found a certain sorcerer, a
false prophet, a Jew whose name
was Bar Jesus, 7who was with the
proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man
of understanding. This man sum-
moned Barnabas and Saul, and
sought to hear the word of God.
8But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is
his name by interpretation) with-
stood them, seeking to turn the
proconsul away from the faith.
9 But Saul, who is also called Paul,
filledwith theHoly Spirit, fastened

* 12:25 TR reads “from” instead of “to”
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his eyes on him 10 and said, “You
son of the devil, full of all deceit
and all cunning, you enemy of all
righteousness, will you not cease
to pervert the right ways of the
Lord? 11Now, behold, the hand of
the Lord is on you, and you will
be blind, not seeing the sun for a
season!”
Immediately a mist and dark-

ness fell on him. He went around
seeking someone to lead him by
the hand. 12 Then the procon-
sul, when he saw what was done,
believed, being astonished at the
teaching of the Lord.

13 Now Paul and his company
set sail from Paphos and came
to Perga in Pamphylia. John de-
parted from them and returned to
Jerusalem. 14 But they, passing
on from Perga, came to Antioch of
Pisidia. They went into the syna-
gogue on the Sabbath day and sat
down. 15 After the reading of the
law and the prophets, the rulers of
the synagogue sent to them, say-
ing, “Brothers, if you have any
wordof exhortation for thepeople,
speak.”

16 Paul stood up, and gesturing
with his hand said, “Men of Is-
rael, and you who fear God, lis-
ten. 17 The God of this people*
chose our fathers, and exalted the
people when they stayed as aliens
in the land of Egypt, and with an
uplifted arm, he led them out of
it. 18 For a period of about forty
years he put up with them in the
wilderness. 19 When he had de-
stroyed seven nations in the land
of Canaan, he gave them their land
for an inheritance for about four
hundred fifty years. 20 After these
things, he gave them judges until
Samuel the prophet. 21 Afterward
theyasked for aking, andGodgave
to them Saul the son of Kish, aman

of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty
years. 22 When he had removed
him, he raised up David to be their
king, to whom he also testified, ‘I
have found David the son of Jesse,
a man after my heart, who will do
all my will.’ 23 From this man’s off-
spring, God has brought salvation†
to Israel according to his promise,
24 before his coming, when John
had first preached the baptism of
repentance to Israel.‡ 25 As John
was fulfilling his course, he said,
‘What do you suppose that I am? I
am not he. But behold, one comes
after me, the sandals of whose feet
I am not worthy to untie.’

26 “Brothers, children of the
stock of Abraham, and those
among you who fear God, the
word of this salvation is sent out
to you. 27 For those who dwell
in Jerusalem, and their rulers,
because they didn’t know him,
nor the voices of the prophets
which are read every Sabbath,
fulfilled themby condemning him.
28 Though they found no cause
for death, they still asked Pilate
to have him killed. 29 When they
had fulfilled all things that were
written about him, they took him
down from the tree and laid him
in a tomb. 30 But God raised him
from the dead, 31 and he was
seen for many days by those who
came up with him from Galilee to
Jerusalem, who are his witnesses
to the people. 32Webring you good
news of the promise made to the
fathers, 33 that God has fulfilled
this to us, their children, in that he
raised up Jesus. As it is alsowritten
in the second psalm,
‘You aremy Son.

Today I have become your fa-
ther.’✡

34 “Concerning that he raised
him up from the dead, now no

* 13:17 TR, NU add “Israel” † 13:23 TR, NU read “a Savior, Jesus” instead of “salvation”
‡ 13:24 TR, NU read “to all the people of Israel” instead of “to Israel” ✡ 13:33 Psalm 2:7
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more to return to corruption, he
has spoken thus: ‘Iwill giveyou the
holy and sure blessings of David.’✡
35 Therefore he says also in an-
other psalm, ‘You will not allow
yourHolyOne to seedecay.’✡ 36For
David, after he had in his own
generation served the counsel of
God, fell asleep, was laid with his
fathers, and saw decay. 37 But he
whomGod raised up sawno decay.
38 Be it known to you therefore,
brothers,§ that through this man
is proclaimed to you remission of
sins; 39 and by him everyone who
believes is justified from all things,
from which you could not be justi-
fied by the law ofMoses. 40Beware
therefore, lest that come on you
which is spoken in the prophets:
41 ‘Behold, you scoffers!

Wonder and perish,
for Iwork awork in your days,
a work which you will in no
way believe, if one declares
it to you.’ ” ✡

42 So when the Jews went out
of the synagogue, the Gentiles
begged that these words might be
preached to them the next Sab-
bath. 43Now when the synagogue
broke up, many of the Jews and
of the devout proselytes followed
Paul and Barnabas; who, speaking
to them, urged them to continue in
the grace of God.

44 The next Sabbath, almost
the whole city was gathered
together to hear the word of God.
45 But when the Jews saw the
multitudes, they were filled with
jealousy, and contradicted the
things whichwere spoken by Paul,
and blasphemed.

46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out
boldly, and said, “It was neces-
sary that God’s word should be

spoken to you first. Since indeed
you thrust it from yourselves, and
judgeyourselvesunworthyof eter-
nal life, behold,we turn to theGen-
tiles. 47 For so has the Lord com-
manded us, saying,
‘I have set you as a light for the

Gentiles,
that you should bring salva-
tion to theuttermost parts of
the earth.’ ” ✡

48As theGentiles heard this, they
were gladandglorified thewordof
God. Asmanyaswereappointed to
eternal life believed. 49 The Lord’s
word was spread abroad through-
out all the region. 50 But the Jews
stirred up the devout and promi-
nent women and the chief men of
the city, and stirred up a perse-
cution against Paul and Barnabas,
and threw them out of their bor-
ders. 51 But they shook off the
dust of their feet against them, and
came to Iconium. 52 The disciples
were filled with joy and with the
Holy Spirit.

14
1 In Iconium, they entered to-

gether into the synagogue of the
Jews, andso spoke that agreatmul-
titude both of Jews and of Greeks
believed. 2 But the disbelieving*
Jews stirred up and embittered the
souls of the Gentiles against the
brothers. 3 Therefore they stayed
there a long time, speaking boldly
in the Lord, who testified to the
word of his grace, granting signs
and wonders to be done by their
hands. 4 But the multitude of the
city was divided. Part sided with
the Jewsandpartwith theapostles.
5 When some of both the Gentiles
and the Jews, with their rulers,
made a violent attempt tomistreat
and stone them, 6 they became
aware of it and fled to the cities

✡ 13:34 Isaiah 55:3 ✡ 13:35 Psalm 16:10 § 13:38 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere
the context allowsmayalsobe correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 13:41
Habakkuk 1:5 ✡ 13:47 Isaiah 49:6 * 14:2 or, disobedient
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of Lycaonia, Lystra, Derbe, and the
surrounding region. 7 There they
preached the Good News.

8At Lystra a certain man sat, im-
potent in his feet, a cripple from
hismother’swomb,whoneverhad
walked. 9He was listening to Paul
speaking, who, fastening eyes on
him and seeing that he had faith
to be made whole, 10 said with a
loud voice, “Stand upright on your
feet!” He leaped up and walked.
11 When the multitude saw what
Paul had done, they lifted up their
voice, saying in the language of
Lycaonia, “The gods have come
down to us in the likeness ofmen!”
12 They called Barnabas “Jupiter”,
and Paul “Mercury”, because he
was the chief speaker. 13The priest
of Jupiter, whose temple was in
front of their city, brought oxen
and garlands to the gates, and
would havemade a sacrifice along
with themultitudes.

14 But when the apostles, Barn-
abas andPaul, heardof it, they tore
their clothes and sprang into the
multitude, cryingout, 15“Men,why
are you doing these things? We
also are men of the same nature
as you, and bring you good news,
that you should turn from these
vain things to the living God, who
made the sky, the earth, the sea,
and all that is in them; 16 who in
the generations gone by allowed
all the nations towalk in their own
ways. 17 Yet he didn’t leave him-
self without witness, in that he did
good and gave you† rains from the
sky and fruitful seasons, filling our
hearts with food and gladness.”

18Even saying these things, they
hardly stopped the multitudes
from making a sacrifice to them.
19But some Jews fromAntioch and
Iconium came there, and having
persuaded the multitudes, they

stoned Paul and dragged him out
of the city, supposing that he was
dead.

20 But as the disciples stood
around him, he rose up, and
entered into the city. On the next
day he went out with Barnabas to
Derbe.

21 When they had preached
the Good News to that city and
had made many disciples, they
returned to Lystra, Iconium, and
Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls
of the disciples, exhorting them
to continue in the faith, and that
through many afflictions we must
enter into God’s Kingdom. 23When
they had appointed elders for
them in every assembly, and
had prayed with fasting, they
commended them to the Lord on
whom they had believed.

24 They passed through Pisidia
and came to Pamphylia. 25 When
theyhad spoken theword inPerga,
they went down to Attalia. 26From
there they sailed to Antioch, from
where they had been committed
to the grace of God for the work
which they had fulfilled. 27When
they had arrived and had gath-
ered the assembly together, they
reported all the things that God
had done with them, and that he
had opened a door of faith to the
nations. 28 They stayed there with
the disciples for a long time.

15
1 Some men came down from

Judea and taught the brothers,*
“Unless you are circumcised after
the custom of Moses, you can’t
be saved.” 2 Therefore when
Paul and Barnabas had no small
discord and discussion with them,
they appointed Paul, Barnabas,
and some others of them to go up
to Jerusalem to the apostles and

† 14:17 TR reads “us” instead of “you” * 15:1 The word for “brothers” here and where the
context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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elders about this question. 3 They,
being sent on their way by the
assembly, passed through both
Phoenicia and Samaria, declaring
the conversion of the Gentiles.
They caused great joy to all the
brothers. 4 When they had come
to Jerusalem, they were received
by the assembly and the apostles
and the elders, and they reported
everything that Godhad donewith
them.

5But someof the sect of the Phar-
iseeswho believed rose up, saying,
“It is necessary to circumcise them,
and to command them to keep the
law of Moses.”

6 The apostles and the elders
were gathered together to see
about this matter. 7 When there
had been much discussion, Peter
rose up and said to them, “Broth-
ers, you know that a good while
ago God made a choice among
you that by my mouth the nations
should hear the word of the Good
News and believe. 8 God, who
knows the heart, testified about
them, giving them the Holy Spirit,
just like he did to us. 9Hemade no
distinction between us and them,
cleansing their hearts by faith.
10Nowthereforewhydoyou tempt
God, that you should put a yoke
on the neck of the disciples which
neither our fathers nor we were
able to bear? 11Butwe believe that
we are saved through the grace of
the Lord Jesus,† just as they are.”

12All the multitude kept silence,
and they listened to Barnabas and
Paul reporting what signs and
wonders God had done among the
nations through them. 13 After
they were silent, James answered,
“Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon
has reported how God first visited
the nations to take out of them a
people for his name. 15This agrees

with the words of the prophets. As
it is written,
16 ‘After these things I will return.
I will again build the tabernacle of

David, which has fallen.
I will again build its ruins.
Iwill set it up 17 that the rest ofmen

may seek after the Lord:
all the Gentiles who are called by

my name,
says the Lord, who does all these

things.’✡
18 “All of God’s works are known

to him from eternity. 19 Therefore
my judgment is that we don’t trou-
ble those from among the Gentiles
who turn to God, 20 but that we
write to them that they abstain
from the pollution of idols, from
sexual immorality, from what is
strangled, and from blood. 21 For
Moses from generations of old has
in every city those who preach
him, being read in the synagogues
every Sabbath.”

22 Then it seemed good to the
apostles and the elders, with the
whole assembly, to choosemenout
of their company, and send themto
Antioch with Paul and Barnabas:
Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas,
chief men among the brothers.‡
23They wrote these things by their
hand:
“The apostles, the elders, and the

brothers, to the brothers who are
of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria,
and Cilicia: greetings. 24 Because
we have heard that some who
went out from us have troubled
you with words, unsettling your
souls, saying, ‘You must be cir-
cumcised and keep the law,’ to
whomwe gave no commandment;
25 it seemed good to us, having
come to one accord, to choose out
men and send them to you with
our beloved Barnabas and Paul,
26men who have risked their lives

† 15:11 TR adds “Christ” ✡ 15:17 Amos 9:11-12 ‡ 15:22 Theword for “brothers” here and
where the context allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”



Acts 15:27 171 Acts 16:12

for the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 27 We have sent therefore
Judas and Silas, who themselves
will also tell you the same things
byword ofmouth. 28For it seemed
good to the Holy Spirit, and to us,
to lay no greater burden on you
than thesenecessary things: 29 that
you abstain from things sacrificed
to idols, from blood, from things
strangled, and from sexual im-
morality, from which if you keep
yourselves, itwill bewellwith you.
Farewell.”

30 So, when they were sent off,
they came to Antioch. Having
gathered the multitude together,
they delivered the letter. 31When
they had read it, they rejoiced over
the encouragement. 32 Judas and
Silas, also being prophets them-
selves, encouraged the brothers
with many words and strength-
ened them. 33After they had spent
some time there, they were dis-
missed in peace from the brothers
to the apostles. 34 § 35 But Paul
and Barnabas stayed in Antioch,
teaching and preaching the word
of the Lord, withmany others also.

36 After some days Paul said to
Barnabas, “Let’s return now and
visit our brothers in every city in
which we proclaimed the word of
the Lord, to see how they are do-
ing.” 37 Barnabas planned to take
John, who was called Mark, with
them also. 38 But Paul didn’t think
that it was a good idea to take
with them someonewho hadwith-
drawn from them in Pamphylia,
and didn’t go with them to do
the work. 39 Then the contention
grew so sharp that they separated
from each other. Barnabas took
Mark with him and sailed away
to Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas
and went out, being commended
by the brothers to the grace of God.

41He went through Syria and Cili-
cia, strengthening the assemblies.

16
1 He came to Derbe and Lystra;

and behold, a certain disciple was
there, named Timothy, the son of a
Jewesswhobelieved, buthis father
was a Greek. 2 The brothers who
were at Lystra and Iconium gave a
good testimony about him. 3 Paul
wanted to have him go out with
him, and he took and circumcised
him because of the Jews who were
in those parts, for they all knew
that his father was a Greek. 4 As
theywenton theirway through the
cities, theydelivered thedecrees to
them to keep which had been or-
dained by the apostles and elders
who were at Jerusalem. 5 So the
assemblies were strengthened in
the faith, and increased in number
daily.

6 When they had gone through
the region of Phrygia and Gala-
tia, they were forbidden by the
Holy Spirit to speak the word in
Asia. 7 When they had come op-
posite Mysia, they tried to go into
Bithynia, but theSpirit didn’t allow
them. 8 Passing by Mysia, they
came down to Troas. 9A vision ap-
peared to Paul in the night. There
was aman of Macedonia standing,
begging him and saying, “Come
over into Macedonia and help us.”
10 When he had seen the vision,
immediately we sought to go out
to Macedonia, concluding that the
Lord had called us to preach the
Good News to them. 11 Setting
sail therefore fromTroas,wemade
a straight course to Samothrace,
and the day following to Neapo-
lis; 12 and from there to Philippi,
which is a city of Macedonia, the
foremost of the district, a Roman
colony. We were staying some
days in this city.

§ 15:34 Somemanuscripts add: But it seemed good to Silas to stay there.
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13 On the Sabbath day we went
outside of the city by a riverside,
where we supposed there was a
place of prayer, and we sat down
and spoke to the women who had
come together. 14A certain woman
named Lydia, a seller of purple, of
the city of Thyatira, one who wor-
shiped God, heard us. The Lord
opened her heart to listen to the
things whichwere spoken by Paul.
15 When she and her household
were baptized, she begged us, say-
ing, “If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come into my
house and stay.” So she persuaded
us.

16 As we were going to prayer,
a certain girl having a spirit of
divination met us, who brought
her masters much gain by fortune
telling. 17 Following Paul and us,
she cried out, “These men are ser-
vants of the Most High God, who
proclaim to us a way of salvation!”
18 She was doing this for many
days.
But Paul, becoming greatly an-

noyed, turned and said to the
spirit, “I commandyou in thename
of Jesus Christ to come out of her!”
It came out that very hour. 19 But
when her masters saw that the
hope of their gain was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the marketplace before
the rulers. 20 When they had
brought them to the magistrates,
they said, “These men, being Jews,
are agitating our city 21 and advo-
cate customs which it is not lawful
forus to accept or toobserve, being
Romans.”

22 The multitude rose up to-
gether against them and the
magistrates tore their clothes from
them, then commanded them to
be beaten with rods. 23 When
they had laid many stripes on
them, they threw them into prison,
charging the jailer to keep them
safely. 24 Having received such a

command, he threw them into the
inner prison and secured their feet
in the stocks.

25 But about midnight Paul
and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them.
26 Suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the founda-
tions of the prison were shaken;
and immediately all the doors
were opened, and everyone’s
bonds were loosened. 27 The
jailer, being roused out of sleep
and seeing the prison doors open,
drew his sword and was about
to kill himself, supposing that the
prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul
cried with a loud voice, saying,
“Don’t harm yourself, for we are
all here!”

29He called for lights, sprang in,
fell down trembling before Paul
and Silas, 30brought them out, and
said, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?”

31They said, “Believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and youwill be saved,
you and your household.” 32 They
spoke the word of the Lord to him,
and to all who were in his house.

33 He took them the same hour
of the night and washed their
stripes, and was immediately
baptized, he and all his household.
34 He brought them up into his
house and set food before them,
and rejoiced greatly with all his
household, having believed in
God.

35 But when it was day, the mag-
istrates sent the sergeants, saying,
“Let those men go.”

36 The jailer reported these
words to Paul, saying, “The mag-
istrates have sent to let you go;
now therefore come out and go in
peace.”

37 But Paul said to them, “They
have beaten us publicly without a
trial, men who are Romans, and
have cast us into prison! Do they
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now release us secretly? No, most
certainly, but let them come them-
selves and bring us out!”

38 The sergeants reported these
words to the magistrates, and they
were afraid when they heard that
they were Romans, 39 and they
came and begged them. When
they had brought them out, they
asked them to depart from the city.
40 They went out of the prison and
entered into Lydia’s house. When
they had seen the brothers, they
encouraged them, then departed.

17
1 Now when they had passed

through Amphipolis and Apollo-
nia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a Jewish syna-
gogue. 2 Paul, as was his custom,
went in to them; and for three
Sabbath days reasoned with them
from the Scriptures, 3 explaining
and demonstrating that the Christ
had to suffer and rise again from
the dead, and saying, “This Jesus,
whom I proclaim to you, is the
Christ.”

4 Some of them were persuaded
and joined Paul and Silas: of the
devout Greeks a great multitude,
and not a few of the chief women.
5 But the unpersuaded Jews took
along* some wicked men from
the marketplace and gathering a
crowd, set the city in an uproar.
Assaulting the house of Jason, they
sought to bring them out to the
people. 6 When they didn’t find
them, they dragged Jason and cer-
tain brothers† before the rulers of
the city, crying, “These who have
turned the world upside down
have come here also, 7 whom Ja-
son has received. These all act

contrary to the decrees of Cae-
sar, saying that there is another
king, Jesus!” 8 The multitude and
the rulers of the city were trou-
bledwhen they heard these things.
9 When they had taken security
from Jason and the rest, they let
them go.

10 The brothers immediately
sent Paul and Silas away by night
toBeroea. When theyarrived, they
went into the Jewish synagogue.

11 Now these were more noble
than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with all
readiness of mind, examining the
Scriptures daily to see whether
these things were so. 12 Many of
them therefore believed; also of
the prominent Greek women, and
not a few men. 13 But when the
Jews of Thessalonica had knowl-
edge that the word of God was
proclaimed by Paul at Beroea also,
they came there likewise, agitating
the multitudes. 14 Then the broth-
ers immediately sent out Paul to go
as far as to the sea, and Silas and
Timothy still stayed there. 15 But
those who escorted Paul brought
him as far as Athens. Receiving a
commandment to Silas and Timo-
thy that they should come to him
very quickly, they departed.

16 Now while Paul waited for
them at Athens, his spirit was pro-
voked within him as he saw the
city full of idols. 17 So he rea-
soned in the synagogue with the
Jews and the devout persons, and
in the marketplace every day with
those who met him. 18 Some of the
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers
also‡ were conversing with him.
Somesaid, “Whatdoes thisbabbler
want to say?”
Others said, “He seems to be ad-

vocating foreign deities,” because
* 17:5 TR reads “And the Jews who were unpersuaded, becoming envious and taking along”
instead of “But the unpersuaded Jews took along” † 17:6 The word for “brothers” here and
where the context allows may be also correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
‡ 17:18 TR omits “also”
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he preached Jesus and the resur-
rection.

19 They took hold of him and
brought him to theAreopagus, say-
ing, “May we know what this new
teaching is, which you are speak-
ing about? 20 For you bring cer-
tain strange things to our ears.
We want to know therefore what
these things mean.” 21Now all the
Athenians and the strangers living
there spent their time in nothing
else, but either to tell or to hear
some new thing.

22 Paul stood in the middle of
the Areopagus and said, “You men
of Athens, I perceive that you are
very religious in all things. 23 For
as I passed along and observed
the objects of your worship, I also
found an altar with this inscrip-
tion: ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’
What therefore you worship in ig-
norance, I announce to you. 24The
God who made the world and all
things in it, he, being Lord of
heaven and earth, doesn’t dwell in
temples made with hands. 25 He
isn’t served by men’s hands, as
though he needed anything, see-
ing he himself gives to all life and
breath and all things. 26He made
from one blood every nation of
men to dwell on all the surface
of the earth, having determined
appointed seasons and the bound-
aries of their dwellings, 27 that they
should seek the Lord, if perhaps
they might reach out for him and
find him, though he is not far from
each one of us. 28 ‘For in him we
live, move, and have our being.’
As some of your own poets have
said, ‘Forwe are also his offspring.’
29 Being then the offspring of God,
we ought not to think that the Di-
vine Nature is like gold, or silver,
or stone, engraved by art and de-
sign of man. 30 The times of igno-
rance therefore God overlooked.
But now he commands that all
people everywhere should repent,

31 because he has appointed a day
in which he will judge the world
in righteousness by themanwhom
he has ordained; of which he has
given assurance to all men, in that
he has raised him from the dead.”

32 Now when they heard of the
resurrection of the dead, some
mocked; but others said, “Wewant
to hear you again concerning this.”

33 Thus Paul went out from
among them. 34 But certain men
joined with him and believed, in-
cluding Dionysius the Areopagite,
andawomannamedDamaris, and
others with them.

18
1 After these things Paul de-

parted from Athens and came to
Corinth. 2 He found a certain Jew
named Aquila, a man of Pontus
by race, who had recently come
from Italy with his wife Priscilla,
because Claudius had commanded
all the Jews to depart from Rome.
He came to them, 3 and because
he practiced the same trade, he
livedwith themandworked, forby
trade they were tent makers. 4He
reasoned in the synagogue every
Sabbath and persuaded Jews and
Greeks.

5When Silas and Timothy came
down from Macedonia, Paul was
compelled by the Spirit, testify-
ing to the Jews that Jesus was the
Christ. 6 When they opposed him
and blasphemed, he shook out his
clothing and said to them, “Your
blood be on your own heads! I am
clean. Fromnowon, Iwill go to the
Gentiles!”

7 He departed there and went
into the house of a certain man
named Justus, one who worshiped
God,whosehousewasnext door to
the synagogue. 8Crispus, the ruler
of the synagogue, believed in the
Lord with all his house. Many of
the Corinthians, when they heard,
believed and were baptized. 9 The
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Lord said to Paul in the night by
a vision, “Don’t be afraid, but
speak and don’t be silent; 10 for
I am with you, and no one will
attack you to harm you, for I
havemany people in this city.”

11 He lived there a year and six
months, teaching the word of God
among them. 12 But when Gallio
was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews
with one accord rose up against
Paul and brought him before the
judgment seat, 13saying, “Thisman
persuades men to worship God
contrary to the law.”

14 But when Paul was about to
open his mouth, Gallio said to the
Jews, “If indeed it were a matter
of wrong or of wicked crime, you
Jews, it would be reasonable that
I should bear with you; 15 but if
they are questions about words
and names and your own law, look
to it yourselves. For I don’t want to
be a judge of these matters.” 16 So
he drove them from the judgment
seat.

17Then all the Greeks seized Sos-
thenes, the ruler of the synagogue,
and beat him before the judgment
seat. Galliodidn’t careaboutanyof
these things.

18 Paul, having stayed after this
many more days, took his leave
of the brothers,* and sailed from
there for Syria, together with
Priscilla and Aquila. He shaved his
head in Cenchreae, for he had a
vow. 19 He came to Ephesus, and
he left them there; but he himself
entered into the synagogue and
reasoned with the Jews. 20 When
they asked him to stay with them
a longer time, he declined; 21 but
taking his leave of them, he said,
“I must by all means keep this
coming feast in Jerusalem, but I
will return again to you if God

wills.” Then he set sail from
Ephesus.

22 When he had landed at Cae-
sarea, he went up and greeted
the assembly, and went down to
Antioch. 23 Having spent some
time there, he departed and went
through the region of Galatia and
Phrygia, in order, establishing all
the disciples. 24 Now a certain
Jew named Apollos, an Alexan-
drian by race, an eloquent man,
came to Ephesus. He was mighty
in the Scriptures. 25 This man had
been instructed in the way of the
Lord; and being fervent in spirit,
he spoke and taught accurately the
things concerning Jesus, although
he knew only the baptism of John.
26He began to speak boldly in the
synagogue. But when Priscilla and
Aquila heard him, they took him
aside, and explained to him the
way of Godmore accurately.

27 When he had determined to
pass over into Achaia, the brothers
encouraged him; and wrote to the
disciples to receive him. When
he had come, he greatly helped
those who had believed through
grace; 28 for he powerfully re-
futed the Jews, publicly showing
by theScriptures that Jesuswas the
Christ.

19
1 While Apollos was at Corinth,

Paul, having passed through the
upper country, came to Ephesus
and found certain disciples. 2 He
said to them, “Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?”
They said to him, “No, we

haven’t even heard that there is
a Holy Spirit.”

3 He said, “Into what then were
you baptized?”
They said, “Into John’s baptism.”

* 18:18 The word for “brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly
translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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4 Paul said, “John indeed bap-
tized with the baptism of repen-
tance, saying to the people that
they should believe in the onewho
would come after him, that is, in
Christ Jesus.”*

5 When they heard this, they
were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul had laid
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit
came on them and they spokewith
other languages and prophesied.
7 They were about twelve men in
all.

8He entered into the synagogue
and spoke boldly for a period of
three months, reasoning and per-
suading about the things concern-
ing God’s Kingdom.

9But when somewere hardened
and disobedient, speaking evil of
the Way before the multitude, he
departed fromthemandseparated
thedisciples, reasoningdaily in the
school of Tyrannus. 10This contin-
ued for two years, so that all those
who lived in Asia heard the word
of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and
Greeks.

11 God worked special miracles
by thehandsof Paul, 12so that even
handkerchiefs or apronswere car-
riedaway fromhisbody to the sick,
and the diseases departed from
them, and the evil spirits went out.
13 But some of the itinerant Jews,
exorcists, took on themselves to in-
voke over those who had the evil
spirits the name of the Lord Jesus,
saying, “We adjure you by Jesus
whom Paul preaches.” 14 There
were seven sons of one Sceva, a
Jewish chief priest, who did this.

15 The evil spirit answered, “Je-
sus I know, and Paul I know, but
who are you?” 16 The man in
whom the evil spirit was leaped on

them, overpowered them, andpre-
vailed against them, so that they
fled out of that house naked and
wounded. 17 This became known
to all, both Jews and Greeks, who
lived at Ephesus. Fear fell on them
all, and the name of the Lord Jesus
was magnified. 18 Many also of
thosewho had believed came, con-
fessing and declaring their deeds.
19 Many of those who practiced
magical arts brought their books
together and burned them in the
sight of all. They counted their
price, and found it to be fifty thou-
sand pieces of silver.† 20 So the
word of the Lord was growing and
becomingmighty.

21 Now after these things had
ended, Paul determined in the
Spirit, when he had passed
through Macedonia and Achaia,
to go to Jerusalem, saying, “After
I have been there, I must also see
Rome.”

22 Having sent into Macedonia
two of those who served him,
Timothy and Erastus, he himself
stayed in Asia for a while. 23About
that time there arose no small
disturbance concerning the Way.
24 For a certain man named
Demetrius, a silversmith who
made silver shrines of Artemis,
brought no little business to the
craftsmen, 25 whom he gathered
together with the workmen of
like occupation, and said, “Sirs,
you know that by this business
we have our wealth. 26 You see
and hear that not at Ephesus
alone, but almost throughout all
Asia, this Paul has persuaded and
turned away many people, saying
that they are no gods that are
made with hands. 27 Not only is
there danger that this our trade
come into disrepute, but also that
the temple of the great goddess

* 19:4 NU omits Christ. † 19:19 The 50,000 pieces of silver here probably referred to 50,000
drachmas. If so, the value of the burned books was equivalent to about 160man-years of wages
for agricultural laborers
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Artemiswill be counted as nothing
and her majesty destroyed, whom
all Asia and the world worships.”

28 When they heard this they
were filled with anger, and cried
out, saying, “Great is Artemis of
the Ephesians!” 29 The whole
city was filled with confusion, and
they rushed with one accord into
the theater, having seized Gaius
and Aristarchus, men of Macedo-
nia, Paul’s companions in travel.
30 When Paul wanted to enter in
to the people, the disciples didn’t
allow him. 31 Certain also of the
Asiarchs, being his friends, sent to
himandbeggedhimnot to venture
into the theater. 32 Some therefore
cried one thing, and some another,
for the assembly was in confusion.
Most of them didn’t know why
they had come together. 33 They
brought Alexander out of the mul-
titude, the Jews putting him for-
ward. Alexander beckoned with
his hand, and would have made a
defense to the people. 34But when
they perceived that he was a Jew,
all with one voice for a time of
about two hours cried out, “Great
is Artemis of the Ephesians!”

35When the town clerk had qui-
eted the multitude, he said, “You
men of Ephesus, whatman is there
who doesn’t know that the city of
the Ephesians is temple keeper of
the great goddess Artemis, and of
the image which fell down from
Zeus? 36 Seeing then that these
things can’t be denied, you ought
to be quiet and to do nothing rash.
37For you have brought these men
here, who are neither robbers of
temples nor blasphemers of your
goddess. 38 If therefore Demetrius
and the craftsmen who are with
him have a matter against any-
one, the courts are open and there
are proconsuls. Let them press
charges against one another. 39But

if you seek anything about other
matters, it will be settled in the
regular assembly. 40 For indeed
we are in danger of being accused
concerning today’s riot, there be-
ing no cause. Concerning it, we
wouldn’t beable to giveanaccount
of this commotion.” 41 When he
had thus spoken, he dismissed the
assembly.

20
1 After the uproar had ceased,

Paul sent for the disciples, took
leave of them, and departed to
go into Macedonia. 2 When he
had gone through those parts
and had encouraged them with
many words, he came into Greece.
3When he had spent threemonths
there, and a plot wasmade against
him by Jews as he was about to set
sail for Syria, he determined to re-
turn through Macedonia. 4 These
accompanied him as far as Asia:
Sopater of Beroea, Aristarchus and
Secundus of the Thessalonians,
Gaius of Derbe, Timothy, and
Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia.
5 But these had gone ahead, and
were waiting for us at Troas. 6We
sailed away from Philippi after the
days of Unleavened Bread, and
came to them at Troas in five days,
where we stayed seven days.

7 On the first day of the week,
when the disciples were gathered
together to break bread, Paul
talked with them, intending to
depart on the next day; and con-
tinued his speech until midnight.
8 There were many lights in the
upper room where we* were
gathered together. 9 A certain
young man named Eutychus sat
in the window, weighed down
with deep sleep. As Paul spoke
still longer, being weighed down
by his sleep, he fell down from

* 20:8 TR reads “they” instead of “we”
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the third floor and was taken up
dead. 10 Paul went down and fell
upon him, and embracing him
said, “Don’t be troubled, for his life
is in him.”

11 When he had gone up, had
broken bread and eaten, and had
talked with them a long while,
even until break of day, he de-
parted. 12 They brought the boy in
alive, and were greatly comforted.

13 But we, going ahead to the
ship, set sail for Assos, intending
to take Paul aboard there; for he
hadsoarranged, intendinghimself
to go by land. 14 When he met
us at Assos, we took him aboard
and came to Mitylene. 15 Sailing
from there, we came the following
day opposite Chios. The next day
we touched at Samos and stayed at
Trogyllium, and the day after we
came to Miletus. 16 For Paul had
determined to sail past Ephesus,
that he might not have to spend
time in Asia; for he was hastening,
if it were possible for him, to be in
Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.

17 From Miletus he sent to Eph-
esus and called to himself the el-
ders of the assembly. 18 When
they had come to him, he said to
them, “You yourselves know, from
the first day that I set foot in Asia,
how I was with you all the time,
19 serving the Lord with all humil-
ity, with many tears, and with tri-
als which happened to me by the
plots of the Jews; 20 how I didn’t
shrink from declaring to you any-
thing that was profitable, teach-
ing you publicly and from house
to house, 21 testifying both to Jews
and to Greeks repentance toward
God and faith toward our Lord Je-
sus.† 22Now, behold, I go bound by
the Spirit to Jerusalem, not know-
ing what will happen to me there;

23 except that the Holy Spirit testi-
fies in every city, saying that bonds
and afflictions wait for me. 24 But
these things don’t count; nor do I
hold my life dear to myself, so that
I may finish my race with joy, and
theministrywhich I received from
the Lord Jesus, to fully testify to the
Good News of the grace of God.

25 “Now, behold, I know that you
all, among whom I went about
preaching God’s Kingdom, will see
my face no more. 26 Therefore I
testify to you today that I am clean
from the blood of all men, 27 for I
didn’t shrink fromdeclaring toyou
the whole counsel of God. 28 Take
heed, therefore, to yourselves and
to all the flock, in which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to
shepherd the assembly of the Lord
and‡Godwhichhepurchasedwith
his own blood. 29 For I know that
aftermydeparture, viciouswolves
will enter in among you, not spar-
ing theflock. 30Menwill arise from
among your own selves, speaking
perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after them. 31 Therefore
watch, remembering that for a pe-
riod of three years I didn’t cease
to admonish everyone night and
daywith tears. 32Now, brothers,§ I
entrust you to God and to theword
of his grace, which is able to build
up and to give you the inheritance
among all those who are sancti-
fied. 33 I coveted no one’s silver,
gold, or clothing. 34You yourselves
know that these hands served my
necessities, and those who were
with me. 35 In all things I gave
you an example, that so laboring
you ought to help the weak, and to
remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, that he himself said, ‘It is
more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.’”

† 20:21 TR adds “Christ” ‡ 20:28 TR, NU omit “the Lord and” § 20:32 The word for
“brothers” here and where the context allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and
sisters” or “siblings.”
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36 When he had spoken these
things, he knelt down and prayed
with them all. 37 They all wept
freely, and fell on Paul’s neck and
kissed him, 38 sorrowing most of
all because of the word which he
had spoken, that they should see
his face no more. Then they ac-
companied him to the ship.

21
1 When we had departed from

them and had set sail, we came
with a straight course to Cos, and
the next day to Rhodes, and from
there to Patara. 2 Having found
a ship crossing over to Phoeni-
cia, we went aboard and set sail.
3 When we had come in sight of
Cyprus, leaving it on the left hand,
we sailed to Syria and landed at
Tyre, for the ship was there to un-
load her cargo. 4 Having found
disciples, we stayed there seven
days. These said to Paul through
the Spirit that he should not go up
to Jerusalem. 5 When those days
were over, we departed and went
on our journey. They all, with
wives and children, brought us on
our way until we were out of the
city. Kneeling down on the beach,
we prayed. 6After saying goodbye
to each other, we went on board
the ship, and they returned home
again.

7When we had finished the voy-
age from Tyre, we arrived at Ptole-
mais. We greeted the brothers and
stayed with them one day. 8 On
the next day, we who were Paul’s
companions departed and came to
Caesarea.
We entered into the house of

Philip the evangelist, who was one
of the seven, and stayed with him.
9 Now this man had four virgin
daughters who prophesied. 10 As
we stayed there some days, a cer-
tain prophet named Agabus came
down from Judea. 11 Coming to us

and takingPaul’s belt, heboundhis
own feet and hands, and said, “The
Holy Spirit says: ‘So the Jews at
Jerusalem will bind the man who
owns this belt, andwill deliverhim
into the hands of the Gentiles.’ ”

12 When we heard these things,
both we and the people of that
place begged him not to go up to
Jerusalem. 13Then Paul answered,
“What are you doing, weeping and
breakingmyheart? For I am ready
notonly tobebound, but also todie
at Jerusalem for the name of the
Lord Jesus.”

14 When he would not be per-
suaded, we ceased, saying, “The
Lord’s will be done.”

15 After these days we took
up our baggage and went up to
Jerusalem. 16 Some of the disciples
from Caesarea also went with us,
bringing one Mnason of Cyprus,
an early disciple, with whom we
would stay.

17 When we had come to
Jerusalem, the brothers received
us gladly. 18 The day following,
Paul went in with us to James;
and all the elders were present.
19 When he had greeted them, he
reported one by one the things
which God had worked among
the Gentiles through his ministry.
20 They, when they heard it,
glorified God. They said to him,
“You see, brother, how many
thousands there are among the
Jews of those who have believed,
and theyare all zealous for the law.
21 They have been informed about
you, that you teach all the Jews
who are among the Gentiles to
forsake Moses, telling them not to
circumcise their children and not
to walk after the customs. 22What
then? Theassemblymust certainly
meet, for they will hear that you
have come. 23 Therefore do what
we tell you. Wehave fourmenwho
have taken a vow. 24 Take them
and purify yourself with them,
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and pay their expenses for them,
that they may shave their heads.
Then all will know that there is no
truth in the things that they have
been informed about you, but that
you yourself also walk keeping the
law. 25But concerning the Gentiles
who believe, we have written our
decision that they should observe
no such thing, except that they
should keep themselves from food
offered to idols, from blood, from
strangled things, and from sexual
immorality.”

26 Then Paul took the men, and
the next day purified himself and
went with them into the temple,
declaring the fulfillment of the
days of purification, until the of-
fering was offered for every one of
them. 27Whenthe sevendayswere
almost completed, the Jews from
Asia, when they saw him in the
temple, stirredupall themultitude
and laid hands on him, 28 crying
out, “Menof Israel, help! This is the
man who teaches all men every-
where against the people, and the
law, and this place. Moreover, he
also brought Greeks into the tem-
pleandhasdefiled thisholyplace!”
29 For they had seen Trophimus
the Ephesian, with him in the city,
and they supposed that Paul had
brought him into the temple.

30All the city wasmoved and the
people ran together. They seized
Paul and dragged him out of the
temple. Immediately the doors
were shut. 31 As they were try-
ing to kill him, news came up to
the commanding officer of the reg-
iment that all Jerusalem was in an
uproar. 32 Immediately he took sol-
diersandcenturionsandrandown
to them. They, when they saw
the chief captain and the soldiers,
stopped beating Paul. 33 Then the
commanding officer came near,
arrested him, commanded him to
be bound with two chains, and in-

quired who he was and what he
had done. 34 Some shouted one
thing and some another, among
the crowd. When he couldn’t find
out the truth because of the noise,
he commanded him to be brought
into the barracks.

35 When he came to the stairs,
he was carried by the soldiers be-
cause of the violence of the crowd;
36 for the multitude of the people
followed after, crying out, “Away
with him!” 37 As Paul was about
to be brought into the barracks,
he asked the commanding officer,
“May I speak to you?”
He said, “Do you know Greek?

38 Aren’t you then the Egyptian
who before these days stirred up
to sedition and led out into the
wilderness the four thousandmen
of the Assassins?”

39But Paul said, “I ama Jew from
Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no
insignificant city. I beg you, allow
me to speak to the people.”

40 When he had given him
permission, Paul, standing on the
stairs, beckoned with his hand to
thepeople. When therewasagreat
silence, he spoke to them in the
Hebrew language, saying,

22
1 “Brothers and fathers, listen to

the defense which I now make to
you.”

2When they heard that he spoke
to them in the Hebrew language,
they were evenmore quiet.
He said, 3 “I am indeed a Jew,

born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but
brought up in this city at the feet
of Gamaliel, instructed according
to the strict tradition of the law
of our fathers, being zealous for
God, even as you all are today.
4 I persecuted this Way to the
death, binding and delivering into
prisons both men and women,
5 as also the high priest and all
the council of the elders testify,
from whom also I received letters
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to the brothers, and traveled to
Damascus to bring them also who
were there to Jerusalem in bonds
to be punished.

6 “As I made my journey and
came close to Damascus, about
noon suddenly a great light shone
around me from the sky. 7 I
fell to the ground and heard a
voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me?’
8 I answered, ‘Who are you,
Lord?’ He said to me, ‘I am
Jesus of Nazareth, whom you
persecute.’

9 “Those who were with me in-
deed saw the light andwere afraid,
but they didn’t understand the
voice of him who spoke to me. 10 I
said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ The
Lord said to me, ‘Arise, and go
into Damascus. There you will
be told about all things which
are appointed for you to do.’
11When I couldn’t see for the glory
of that light, being led by the hand
of those whowere withme, I came
into Damascus.

12 “One Ananias, a devout man
according to the law, well reported
of byall the Jewswho lived inDam-
ascus, 13 came to me, and standing
byme said tome, ‘Brother Saul, re-
ceive your sight!’ In that very hour
I looked up at him. 14He said, ‘The
God of our fathers has appointed
you to know his will, and to see
the Righteous One, and to hear a
voice from his mouth. 15 For you
will be awitness for him to allmen
of what you have seen and heard.
16 Now why do you wait? Arise,
be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.’

17 “When I had returned to
Jerusalem and while I prayed in
the temple, I fell into a trance
18 and saw him saying to me,
‘Hurry and get out of Jerusalem
quickly, because they will not

receive testimony concerning
me from you.’ 19 I said, ‘Lord,
they themselves know that I
imprisoned and beat in every
synagogue those who believed in
you. 20When the blood of Stephen,
your witness, was shed, I also
was standing by, consenting to his
death, and guarding the cloaks of
those who killed him.’

21 “He said to me, ‘Depart, for I
will send you out far from here
to the Gentiles.’”

22 They listened to him until he
said that; then they lifted up their
voice and said, “Rid the earth of
this fellow, for he isn’t fit to live!”

23 As they cried out, threw off
their cloaks, and threw dust into
the air, 24 the commanding offi-
cer commanded him to be brought
into the barracks, ordering him
to be examined by scourging, that
he might know for what crime
they shouted against him like that.
25When they had tied him upwith
thongs, Paul asked the centurion
who stood by, “Is it lawful for you
to scourge a man who is a Roman,
and not found guilty?”

26 When the centurion heard it,
hewent to the commanding officer
and told him, “Watchwhat you are
about to do, for this man is a Ro-
man!”

27The commanding officer came
and asked him, “Tell me, are you a
Roman?”
He said, “Yes.”
28 The commanding officer an-

swered, “I bought my citizenship
for a great price.”
Paul said, “But I was born a Ro-

man.”
29 Immediately those who were

about to examine him departed
from him, and the commanding
officer also was afraid when he
realized that he was a Roman, be-
cause he had bound him. 30But on
the next day, desiring to know the
truth about why he was accused
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by the Jews, he freed him from the
bonds and commanded the chief
priests and all the council to come
together, and brought Paul down
and set him before them.

23
1 Paul, looking steadfastly at the

council, said, “Brothers, I have
lived before God in all good con-
science until today.”

2 The high priest, Ananias, com-
manded thosewho stood by him to
strike him on themouth.

3ThenPaul said tohim, “Godwill
strike you, you whitewashed wall!
Do you sit to judge me according
to the law, and command me to be
struck contrary to the law?”

4 Those who stood by said, “Do
youmalign God’s high priest?”

5Paul said, “I didn’t know, broth-
ers, that hewashighpriest. For it is
written, ‘You shall not speak evil of
a ruler of your people.’ ”✡

6 But when Paul perceived that
the one part were Sadducees and
the other Pharisees, he cried out
in the council, “Men and brothers,
I am a Pharisee, a son of Phar-
isees. Concerning the hope and
resurrectionof thedead I ambeing
judged!”

7Whenhe had said this, an argu-
ment arose between the Pharisees
and Sadducees, and the crowdwas
divided. 8 For the Sadducees say
that there is no resurrection, nor
angel, nor spirit; but the Phar-
isees confess all of these. 9 A
great clamor arose, and some of
the scribes of the Pharisees’ part
stood up, and contended, saying,
“We find no evil in this man. But if
a spirit or angel has spoken to him,
let’s not fight against God!”

10When a great argument arose,
the commanding officer, fearing
that Paul would be torn in pieces
by them, commanded the soldiers
to go down and take him by force

from among them and bring him
into the barracks.

11 The following night, the Lord
stood by him and said, “Cheer up,
Paul, for as you have testified
about me at Jerusalem, so you
must testify also at Rome.”

12When it was day, some of the
Jews banded together and bound
themselves under a curse, saying
that they would neither eat nor
drink until they had killed Paul.
13Thereweremore than forty peo-
ple who had made this conspir-
acy. 14 They came to the chief
priests and the elders, and said,
“We have bound ourselves under
a great curse to taste nothing un-
til we have killed Paul. 15 Now
therefore, you with the council in-
form the commanding officer that
he should bring him down to you
tomorrow, as though you were go-
ing to judge his case more exactly.
We are ready to kill him before he
comes near.”

16 But Paul’s sister’s son heard
they were lying in wait, and he
came and entered into the bar-
racks and told Paul. 17 Paul sum-
moned one of the centurions and
said, “Bring this young man to the
commanding officer, for he has
something to tell him.”

18 So he took him and brought
him to the commanding officer
and said, “Paul, the prisoner, sum-
moned me and asked me to bring
this young man to you. He has
something to tell you.”

19 The commanding officer took
him by the hand, and going aside,
asked him privately, “What is it
that you have to tell me?”

20Hesaid, “The Jewshaveagreed
to ask you to bring Paul down to
the council tomorrow, as though
intending to inquire somewhat
more accurately concerning him.
21 Therefore don’t yield to them,
for more than forty men lie in

✡ 23:5 Exodus 22:28
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wait for him, who have bound
themselves under a curse to
neither eat nor drink until they
have killed him. Now they are
ready, looking for the promise
from you.”

22 So the commanding officer let
the young man go, charging him,
“Tell noone that youhave revealed
these things to me.”

23He called to himself two of the
centurions, and said, “Prepare two
hundred soldiers to go as far as
Caesarea, with seventy horsemen
and two hundredmen armedwith
spears, at the third hour of the
night.”* 24 He asked them to pro-
vide mounts, that they might set
Paul on one, and bring him safely
to Felix the governor. 25Hewrote a
letter like this:

26 “Claudius Lysias to the most
excellent governor Felix: Greet-
ings.

27 “This man was seized by the
Jews, and was about to be killed
by them when I came with the
soldiers and rescued him, hav-
ing learned that he was a Roman.
28Desiring to know the cause why
they accused him, I brought him
down to their council. 29 I found
him to be accused about questions
of their law, but not to be charged
with anything worthy of death or
of imprisonment. 30 When I was
told that the Jews lay in wait for
the man, I sent him to you imme-
diately, charging his accusers also
to bring their accusations against
him before you. Farewell.”

31 So the soldiers, carrying
out their orders, took Paul and
brought himbynight to Antipatris.
32 But on the next day they left
the horsemen to go with him,
and returned to the barracks.
33 When they came to Caesarea

and delivered the letter to the
governor, they also presented Paul
to him. 34When the governor had
read it, he asked what province he
was from. When he understood
that he was from Cilicia, he said,
35 “I will hear you fully when
your accusers also arrive.” He
commanded that he be kept in
Herod’s palace.

24
1After five days, the high priest,

Ananias, came down with certain
elders and an orator, one Tertul-
lus. They informed the governor
against Paul. 2Whenhewas called,
Tertullus began to accuse him, say-
ing, “Seeing that by you we enjoy
much peace, and that prosperity is
coming to this nation by your fore-
sight, 3we accept it in all ways and
in all places, most excellent Felix,
with all thankfulness. 4 But that
I don’t delay you, I entreat you to
bearwith us andhear a fewwords.
5For we have found this man to be
a plague, an instigator of insurrec-
tions among all the Jews through-
out the world, and a ringleader of
the sect of the Nazarenes. 6 He
even tried to profane the temple,
and we arrested him.* 7 † 8 ‡By
examining him yourself you may
ascertain all these things of which
we accuse him.”

9 The Jews also joined in the at-
tack, affirming that these things
were so.

10When the governor had beck-
oned to him to speak, Paul an-
swered, “Because I know that you
havebeena judge of this nation for
many years, I cheerfully make my
defense, 11 seeing that you can ver-
ify that it is not more than twelve
days since I went up to worship at
Jerusalem. 12 In the temple they

* 23:23 about 9:00 p.m. * 24:6 TR adds “We wanted to judge him according to our law,”
† 24:7 TR adds “but the commanding officer, Lysias, came by and with great violence took him
out of our hands,” ‡ 24:8 TR adds “commanding his accusers to come to you.”
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didn’t find me disputing with any-
one or stirring up a crowd, either
in the synagogues or in the city.
13 Nor can they prove to you the
things of which they now accuse
me. 14 But this I confess to you,
that according to the Way, which
they call a sect, so I serve the
God of our fathers, believing all
things which are according to the
law, and which are written in the
prophets; 15 having hope toward
God, which these also themselves
look for, that there will be a resur-
rection of the dead, both of the just
and unjust. 16 In this I also practice
always having a conscience void
of offense toward God and men.
17Now after some years, I came to
bring gifts for the needy to my na-
tion, and offerings; 18 amid which
certain Jews from Asia found me
purified in the temple, not with a
mob, nor with turmoil. 19 They
ought tohavebeenherebeforeyou
and tomake accusation if they had
anything against me. 20 Or else
let these men themselves say what
injustice they found in me when I
stood before the council, 21 unless
it is for this one thing that I cried
standing among them, ‘Concern-
ing the resurrection of the dead
I am being judged before you to-
day!’ ”

22 But Felix, having more exact
knowledge concerning the Way,
deferred them, saying, “When
Lysias, the commanding officer,
comes down, I will decide your
case.” 23He ordered the centurion
that Paul should be kept in custody
and should have some privileges,
and not to forbid any of his friends
to serve him or to visit him.

24 After some days, Felix came
with Drusilla his wife, who was
a Jewess, and sent for Paul and
heard him concerning the faith in
Christ Jesus. 25 As he reasoned
about righteousness, self-control,

and the judgment to come, Felix
was terrified, and answered, “Go
your way for this time, and when
it is convenient for me, I will sum-
mon you.” 26 Meanwhile, he also
hoped that money would be given
to him by Paul, that he might re-
lease him. Therefore also he sent
forhimmoreoftenand talkedwith
him.

27 But when two years were ful-
filled, Felix was succeeded by Por-
cius Festus, and desiring to gain
favor with the Jews, Felix left Paul
in bonds.

25
1 Festus therefore, having come

into the province, after three days
went up to Jerusalem from Cae-
sarea. 2 Then the high priest
and the principal men of the Jews
informed him against Paul, and
they begged him, 3 asking a favor
against him, that he would sum-
mon him to Jerusalem, plotting to
kill him on the way. 4 However
Festus answered that Paul should
be kept in custody at Caesarea, and
thathehimselfwasabout todepart
shortly. 5 “Let them therefore”,
he said, “that are in power among
you go down with me, and if there
is anything wrong in the man, let
them accuse him.”

6 When he had stayed among
them more than ten days, he went
down to Caesarea, and on the
next day he sat on the judgment
seat, and commanded Paul to be
brought. 7 When he had come,
the Jews who had come down
from Jerusalem stood around him,
bringing against him many and
grievous chargeswhich they could
not prove, 8 while he said in his
defense, “Neither against the law
of the Jews, nor against the temple,
nor against Caesar, have I sinned
at all.”

9 But Festus, desiring to gain fa-
vor with the Jews, answered Paul
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and said, “Are you willing to go up
to Jerusalem and be judged by me
there concerning these things?”

10 But Paul said, “I am stand-
ing before Caesar’s judgment seat,
where I ought to be tried. I have
done no wrong to the Jews, as you
also knowverywell. 11For if I have
done wrong and have committed
anything worthy of death, I don’t
refuse to die; but if none of those
things is true that they accuse me
of, no one can give me up to them.
I appeal to Caesar!”

12Then Festus, whenhe had con-
ferred with the council, answered,
“You have appealed to Caesar. To
Caesar you shall go.”

13 Now when some days had
passed, King Agrippa and Bernice
arrived at Caesarea and greeted
Festus. 14As he stayed there many
days, Festus laid Paul’s case be-
fore the king, saying, “There is a
certain man left a prisoner by Fe-
lix; 15 about whom, when I was
at Jerusalem, the chief priests and
theeldersof the Jews informedme,
asking for a sentence against him.
16 I answered them that it is not
the custom of the Romans to give
up any man to destruction before
the accused has met the accusers
face to face and has had opportu-
nity to make his defense concern-
ing the matter laid against him.
17 When therefore they had come
together here, I didn’t delay, but on
the next day sat on the judgment
seat and commanded the man to
be brought. 18When the accusers
stood up, they brought no charges
against him of such things as I sup-
posed; 19but had certain questions
against him about their own reli-
gion and about one Jesus, whowas
dead, whom Paul affirmed to be
alive. 20 Being perplexed how to
inquire concerning these things, I
askedwhether hewaswilling to go
to Jerusalem and there be judged

concerning these matters. 21 But
when Paul had appealed to be kept
for the decision of the emperor, I
commanded him to be kept until I
could send him to Caesar.”

22 Agrippa said to Festus, “I also
would like to hear the man my-
self.”
“Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall

hear him.”
23 So on the next day, when

Agrippa and Bernice had come
with great pomp, and they had
entered into the place of hearing
with the commanding officers and
the principal men of the city, at
the command of Festus, Paul was
brought in. 24 Festus said, “King
Agrippa, and all menwho are here
present with us, you see this man
about whom all the multitude of
the Jews petitioned me, both at
Jerusalem and here, crying that he
ought not to live any longer. 25But
when I found that he had commit-
ted nothing worthy of death, and
as he himself appealed to the em-
peror, I determined to send him,
26 of whom I have no certain thing
to write to my lord. Therefore I
have brought him out before you,
and especially before you, King
Agrippa, that, after examination
I may have something to write.
27For it seems tomeunreasonable,
in sending a prisoner, not to also
specify the charges against him.”

26
1Agrippa said to Paul, “You may

speak for yourself.”
Then Paul stretched out his

hand, and made his defense. 2 “I
think myself happy, King Agrippa,
that I am to make my defense
before you today concerning all
the things that I am accused by
the Jews, 3 especially because you
are expert in all customs and
questions which are among the
Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear
me patiently.
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4 “Indeed, all the Jews know
my way of life from my youth
up, which was from the begin-
ning among my own nation and
at Jerusalem; 5 having known me
from the first, if they are willing to
testify, that after the strictest sect
of our religion I lived a Pharisee.
6 Now I stand here to be judged
for the hope of the promise made
by God to our fathers, 7 which
our twelve tribes, earnestly serv-
ing night and day, hope to attain.
Concerning this hope I am accused
by the Jews, KingAgrippa! 8Why is
it judged incrediblewithyou ifGod
does raise the dead?

9 “I myself most certainly
thought that I ought to do many
things contrary to the name of
Jesus of Nazareth. 10 I also did this
in Jerusalem. I both shut up many
of the saints in prisons, having
received authority from the chief
priests; andwhen theywere put to
death I gavemy vote against them.
11 Punishing them often in all the
synagogues, I tried to make them
blaspheme. Being exceedingly
enragedagainst them, Ipersecuted
them even to foreign cities.

12 “Whereupon as I traveled to
Damascus with the authority and
commission from the chief priests,
13 at noon, O king, I saw on the
way a light from the sky, brighter
than the sun, shining around me
and those who traveled with me.
14 When we had all fallen to the
earth, I heard a voice saying to
me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul,
Saul, why are you persecuting
me? It is hard for you to kick
against the goads.’

15 “I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’
“Hesaid, ‘I amJesus,whomyou

are persecuting. 16 But arise,
and stand on your feet, for I
have appeared to you for this
purpose: to appoint you a ser-
vant and a witness both of the

things which you have seen and
of the things which I will reveal
to you; 17 delivering you from
the people and from the Gen-
tiles, to whom I send you, 18 to
open their eyes, that they may
turn from darkness to light and
from the power of Satan to God,
that they may receive remis-
sion of sins and an inheritance
among those who are sanctified
by faith inme.’

19 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I
was not disobedient to the heav-
enly vision, 20 but declared first to
them of Damascus, at Jerusalem,
and throughout all the country of
Judea, and also to the Gentiles,
that they should repent and turn
to God, doing works worthy of re-
pentance. 21 For this reason the
Jews seized me in the temple and
tried tokillme. 22Having therefore
obtained the help that is fromGod,
I stand to this day testifying both to
small andgreat, sayingnothingbut
what the prophets and Moses said
would happen, 23 how the Christ
must suffer, and how, by the res-
urrection of the dead, he would be
first to proclaim light both to these
people and to the Gentiles.”

24 As he thus made his defense,
Festus saidwitha loudvoice, “Paul,
you are crazy! Your great learning
is driving you insane!”

25 But he said, “I am not crazy,
most excellent Festus, but boldly
declarewords of truth and reason-
ableness. 26 For the king knows of
these things, to whom also I speak
freely. For I am persuaded that
noneof these things is hidden from
him, for this has not been done in
a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you
believe the prophets? I know that
you believe.”

28 Agrippa said to Paul, “With a
little persuasion are you trying to
makeme a Christian?”
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29 Paul said, “I pray to God, that
whether with little or with much,
not only you, but also all that hear
me today, might become such as I
am, except for these bonds.”

30The king rose up with the gov-
ernor and Bernice, and those who
sat with them. 31 When they had
withdrawn, they spoke to one an-
other, saying, “Thismandoes noth-
ing worthy of death or of bonds.”
32Agrippasaid toFestus, “Thisman
might have been set free if he had
not appealed to Caesar.”

27
1 When it was determined that

we should sail for Italy, they deliv-
eredPaul and certain otherprison-
ers to a centurion named Julius, of
theAugustanband. 2Embarking in
a ship of Adramyttium, which was
about to sail to places on the coast
of Asia, we put to sea, Aristarchus,
a Macedonian of Thessalonica be-
ing with us. 3 The next day, we
touched at Sidon. Julius treated
Paul kindly and gave him permis-
sion to go to his friends and re-
fresh himself. 4Putting to sea from
there, we sailed under the lee of
Cyprus, because the winds were
contrary. 5 When we had sailed
across the sea which is off Cilicia
and Pamphylia, we came to Myra,
a city of Lycia. 6 There the cen-
turion found a ship of Alexandria
sailing for Italy, and he put us
on board. 7 When we had sailed
slowly many days, and had come
with difficulty opposite Cnidus, the
wind not allowing us further, we
sailed under the lee of Crete, oppo-
site Salmone. 8With difficulty sail-
ing along it we came to a certain
place called Fair Havens, near the
city of Lasea.

9 When much time had passed
and the voyage was now danger-
ous because the Fast had now al-

ready gone by, Paul admonished
them 10 and said to them, “Sirs, I
perceive that the voyage will be
with injuryandmuch loss, notonly
of the cargo and the ship, but also
of our lives.” 11 But the centurion
gave more heed to the master and
to the owner of the ship than to
those thingswhichwere spokenby
Paul. 12Because the havenwas not
suitable to winter in, the majority
advised going to sea from there,
if by any means they could reach
Phoenix andwinter there,which is
a port of Crete, looking southwest
and northwest.

13 When the south wind blew
softly, supposing that they had
obtained their purpose, they
weighed anchor and sailed along
Crete, close to shore. 14 But
before long, a stormy wind beat
down from shore, which is called
Euroclydon.* 15 When the ship
was caught and couldn’t face
the wind, we gave way to it and
were driven along. 16 Running
under the lee of a small island
called Clauda, we were able, with
difficulty, to secure the boat.
17 After they had hoisted it up,
they used cables to help reinforce
the ship. Fearing that they would
run aground on the Syrtis sand
bars, they lowered the sea anchor,
and so were driven along. 18 As
we labored exceedingly with the
storm, the next day they began
to throw things overboard. 19 On
the third day, they threw out the
ship’s tackle with their own hands.
20 When neither sun nor stars
shone on us for many days, and
no small storm pressed on us, all
hope that we would be saved was
now taken away.

21 When they had been long
without food, Paul stood up in the
middle of them and said, “Sirs, you
shouldhave listened tome, andnot

* 27:14 Or, “a northeaster”.
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have set sail from Crete and have
gotten this injury and loss. 22Now
I exhort you to cheer up, for there
will be no loss of life among you,
but only of the ship. 23 For there
stood by me this night an angel,
belonging to the God whose I am
andwhom I serve, 24 saying, ‘Don’t
be afraid, Paul. You must stand
before Caesar. Behold, God has
granted you all thosewho sail with
you.’ 25 Therefore, sirs, cheer up!
For I believeGod, that itwill be just
as it has been spoken to me. 26But
we must run aground on a certain
island.”

27But when the fourteenth night
had come, as we were driven back
and forth in theAdriatic Sea, about
midnight the sailors surmised that
they were drawing near to some
land. 28 They took soundings and
found twenty fathoms.† After
a little while, they took sound-
ings again, and found fifteen fath-
oms.‡ 29Fearing thatwewould run
aground on rocky ground, they let
go four anchors from the stern,
and wished for daylight. 30 As
the sailors were trying to flee out
of the ship and had lowered the
boat into the sea, pretending that
they would lay out anchors from
the bow, 31 Paul said to the cen-
turion and to the soldiers, “Unless
these stay in the ship, you can’t be
saved.” 32 Then the soldiers cut
away the ropes of the boat and let
it fall off.

33While the day was coming on,
Paul begged them all to take some
food, saying, “Today is the four-
teenth day that you wait and con-
tinue fasting, having taken noth-
ing. 34 Therefore I beg you to
take some food, for this is for your
safety; for not a hair will perish
from any of your heads.” 35When
he had said this and had taken

bread, he gave thanks to God in
the presence of all; then he broke
it and began to eat. 36 Then they
all cheered up, and they also took
food. 37 In all, we were two hun-
dred seventy-six souls on the ship.
38 When they had eaten enough,
they lightened the ship, throwing
out thewheat into the sea. 39When
it was day, they didn’t recognize
the land, but they noticed a certain
baywith a beach, and they decided
to try to drive the ship onto it.
40Casting off the anchors, they left
them in the sea, at the same time
untying the rudder ropes. Hoisting
up the foresail to the wind, they
made for the beach. 41But coming
to a placewhere two seasmet, they
ran the vessel aground. The bow
struck and remained immovable,
but the stern began to break up by
the violence of the waves.

42 The soldiers’ counsel was to
kill the prisoners, so that none
of them would swim out and es-
cape. 43But the centurion, desiring
to save Paul, stopped them from
their purpose, and commanded
that those who could swim should
throw themselves overboard first
to go toward the land; 44 and the
rest should follow, some on planks
and some on other things from the
ship. So they all escaped safely to
the land.

28
1 When we had escaped, then

they* learned that the island was
called Malta. 2The natives showed
us uncommon kindness; for they
kindled a fire and received us all,
because of the present rain andbe-
cause of the cold. 3 But when Paul
had gathered a bundle of sticks
and laid them on the fire, a viper
came out because of the heat and
fastened on his hand. 4When the
natives saw the creature hanging
from his hand, they said to one

† 27:28 20 fathoms=120 feet = 36.6meters ‡ 27:28 15 fathoms=90 feet = 27.4meters * 28:1
NU reads “we”
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another, “No doubt this man is a
murderer, whom, though he has
escaped from the sea, yet Justice
hasnot allowed to live.” 5However
he shook off the creature into the
fire, and wasn’t harmed. 6 But
they expected that he would have
swollen or fallen down dead sud-
denly, but when they watched for
a long time and saw nothing bad
happen to him, they changed their
minds and said that he was a god.

7 Now in the neighborhood of
that place were lands belonging to
the chief man of the island, named
Publius, who receivedus and cour-
teously entertained us for three
days. 8 The father of Publius lay
sick of fever and dysentery. Paul
entered in to him, prayed, and lay-
ing his hands on him, healed him.
9Thenwhen thiswasdone, the rest
alsowho had diseases in the island
came and were cured. 10They also
honoreduswithmanyhonors; and
when we sailed, they put on board
the things that we needed.

11 After three months, we set
sail in a ship of Alexandria which
had wintered in the island, whose
figurehead was “The Twin Broth-
ers.” 12 Touching at Syracuse, we
stayed there three days. 13 From
there we circled around and ar-
rived at Rhegium. After one day,
a south wind sprang up, and on
the second daywe came to Puteoli,
14where we found brothers,† and
were entreated to stay with them
for seven days. So we came to
Rome. 15 From there the broth-
ers, when they heard of us, came
to meet us as far as The Market
of Appius and The Three Taverns.
When Paul saw them, he thanked
God and took courage. 16 When
we entered into Rome, the centu-
rion delivered the prisoners to the
captain of the guard, but Paul was
allowed to stay by himself with the

soldier who guarded him.
17After three days Paul called to-

gether those who were the leaders
of the Jews. When they had come
together, he said to them, “I, broth-
ers, though I had done nothing
against the people or the customs
of our fathers, still was delivered
prisoner from Jerusalem into the
handsof theRomans, 18who,when
they had examined me, desired to
set me free, because there was no
cause of death in me. 19 But when
the Jews spokeagainst it, Iwas con-
strained to appeal to Caesar, not
that I had anything about which to
accuse my nation. 20For this cause
therefore I asked to see you and to
speak with you. For because of the
hope of Israel I amboundwith this
chain.”

21 They said to him, “We neither
received letters from Judea con-
cerning you, nor did any of the
brothers come here and report or
speak any evil of you. 22 But we
desire to hear from you what you
think. For, as concerning this sect,
it is known tous that everywhere it
is spoken against.”

23When they had appointed him
a day, many people came to him at
his lodging. He explained to them,
testifying about God’s Kingdom,
and persuading them concerning
Jesus, both from the law of Moses
and from the prophets, from
morning until evening. 24 Some
believed the things which were
spoken, and some disbelieved.
25 When they didn’t agree among
themselves, they departed after
Paul had spoken one message:
“The Holy Spirit spoke rightly
through Isaiah the prophet to our
fathers, 26 saying,
‘Go to this people and say,
in hearing, you will hear,

butwill in nowayunderstand.
† 28:14 Theword for “brothers” hereandwhere context allowsmayalsobe correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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In seeing, you will see,
but will in no way perceive.

27For this people’s heart has grown
callous.

Their ears are dull of hearing.
Their eyes they have closed.

Lest they should see with their
eyes,

hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and would turn again,
then I would heal them.’✡

28 “Be it known therefore to you
that the salvation of God is sent to
the nations, and they will listen.”

29Whenhehadsaid thesewords,
the Jews departed, having a great
dispute among themselves.‡

30 Paul stayed two whole years
in his own rented house and re-
ceivedallwhowerecoming tohim,
31 preaching God’s Kingdom and
teaching the things concerning the
Lord Jesus Christwith all boldness,
without hindrance.

✡ 28:27 Isaiah 6:9-10 ‡ 28:29 NU omits verse 29.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Romans

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,*
called to be an apostle, set apart
for the Good News of God, 2which
he promised before through his
prophets in the holy Scriptures,
3 concerning his Son, who was
born of the offspring† of David ac-
cording to the flesh, 4who was de-
clared to be the Son of God with
power according to the Spirit of
holiness, by the resurrection from
the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
5 throughwhomwe received grace
and apostleship for obedience of
faith among all the nations for
his name’s sake; 6 among whom
you are also called to belong to
Jesus Christ; 7 to all who are in
Rome, beloved of God, called to
be saints: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

8 First, I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for all of you, that your
faith is proclaimed throughout the
whole world. 9 For God is my wit-
ness, whom I serve in my spirit in
the Good News of his Son, how un-
ceasingly Imakementionof youal-
ways in my prayers, 10 requesting,
if by any means now at last I may
be prospered by the will of God to
come to you. 11 For I long to see
you, that I may impart to you some
spiritual gift, to the end that you
may be established; 12 that is, that
I with you may be encouraged in
you, each of us by the other’s faith,
both yours andmine.

13 Now I don’t desire to have
youunaware, brothers, that I often
planned to come to you (and was
hindered so far), that I might have
some fruit among you also, even as

among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I
am debtor both to Greeks and to
foreigners, both to the wise and to
the foolish. 15 So as much as is in
me, I am eager to preach the Good
News to you also who are in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the
Good News of Christ, because it
is the power of God for salvation
for everyone who believes, for the
Jew first, and also for the Greek.
17 For in it is revealed God’s righ-
teousness from faith to faith. As it
is written, “But the righteous shall
live by faith.”✡

18 For the wrath of God is re-
vealed from heaven against all un-
godliness and unrighteousness of
men who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness, 19 because that
which is known of God is revealed
in them, for God revealed it to
them. 20 For the invisible things of
him since the creation of theworld
are clearly seen, being perceived
through the things that are made,
even his everlasting power and
divinity, that they may be with-
out excuse. 21 Because knowing
God, theydidn’t glorifyhimasGod,
anddidn’t give thanks, but became
vain in their reasoning, and their
senseless heart was darkened.

22 Professing themselves to be
wise, they became fools, 23 and
traded the glory of the incorrupt-
ible God for the likeness of an
image of corruptible man, and of
birds, four-footed animals, and
creeping things. 24 Therefore God
also gave them up in the lusts of
their hearts to uncleanness, that
their bodies should be dishon-
ored among themselves; 25 who
exchanged the truth of God for a
lie, and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator,
who is blessed forever. Amen.

26For this reason, Godgave them
up to vile passions. For their

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:3 or, seed ✡ 1:17 Habakkuk 2:4
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women changed the natural func-
tion into that which is against na-
ture. 27 Likewise also the men,
leaving the natural function of
the woman, burned in their lust
toward one another, men doing
what is inappropriate with men,
and receiving in themselves the
due penalty of their error. 28 Even
as they refused tohaveGod in their
knowledge, God gave them up to a
reprobate mind, to do those things
which are not fitting; 29being filled
with all unrighteousness, sexual
immorality, wickedness, covetous-
ness, malice; full of envy, murder,
strife, deceit, evil habits, secret
slanderers, 30 backbiters, hateful
to God, insolent, arrogant, boast-
ful, inventorsof evil things, disobe-
dient to parents, 31without under-
standing, covenant breakers, with-
out natural affection, unforgiving,
unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the
ordinance of God, that those who
practice such things are worthy of
death, not only do the same, but
also approve of thosewho practice
them.

2
1 Therefore you are without ex-

cuse, O man, whoever you are
who judge. For in that which you
judge another, you condemn your-
self. For you who judge practice
the same things. 2 We know that
the judgment of God is according
to truth against those who prac-
tice such things. 3 Do you think
this, O man who judges those who
practice such things, and do the
same, thatyouwill escape the judg-
ment of God? 4 Or do you despise
the riches of his goodness, for-
bearance, and patience, not know-
ing that the goodness of God leads
you to repentance? 5 But accord-
ing to your hardness and unrepen-
tant heart you are treasuring up

for yourself wrath in the day of
wrath, revelation, and of the righ-
teous judgment of God, 6who “will
pay back to everyone according to
their works:”✡ 7 to those who by
perseverance in well-doing seek
for glory, honor, and incorruptibil-
ity, eternal life; 8 but to those who
are self-seeking and don’t obey
the truth, but obey unrighteous-
ness, will be wrath, indignation,
9oppression, andanguish onevery
soul of man who does evil, to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek.

10 But glory, honor, and peace
go to every man who does good,
to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek. 11 For there is no partiality
with God. 12 For as many as have
sinned without the law will also
perish without the law. As many
as have sinned under the law will
be judged by the law. 13 For it
isn’t thehearers of the lawwhoare
righteous before God, but the do-
ersof the lawwill be justified 14 (for
when Gentiles who don’t have the
law do by nature the things of the
law, these, not having the law,
are a law to themselves, 15 in that
they show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their con-
science testifying with them, and
their thoughts among themselves
accusing or else excusing them)
16 in the day when God will judge
the secrets ofmen, according tomy
Good News, by Jesus Christ.

17 Indeed you bear the name of
a Jew, rest on the law, glory in
God, 18 know his will, and approve
the things that are excellent, being
instructed out of the law, 19and are
confident that you yourself are a
guide of the blind, a light to those
who are in darkness, 20 a correc-
tor of the foolish, a teacher of ba-
bies, having in the law the form of
knowledge and of the truth. 21You
thereforewho teach another, don’t

✡ 2:6 Psalm 62:12; Proverbs 24:12
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you teach yourself? You who
preach that a man shouldn’t steal,
do you steal? 22 You who say a
man shouldn’t commit adultery,
do you commit adultery? You who
abhor idols, do you rob temples?
23 You who glory in the law, do
you dishonor God by disobeying
the law? 24 For “the name of God
is blasphemed among the Gentiles
because of you,” ✡ just as it is writ-
ten. 25 For circumcision indeed
profits, if you are a doer of the
law, but if you are a transgressor of
the law, your circumcision has be-
come uncircumcision. 26 If there-
fore the uncircumcised keep the
ordinances of the law, won’t his
uncircumcision be accounted as
circumcision? 27Won’t those who
are physically uncircumcised, but
fulfill the law, judge you, who with
the letter and circumcision are a
transgressor of the law? 28 For he
is not a Jew who is one outwardly,
neither is that circumcision which
is outward in the flesh; 29 but he
is a Jew who is one inwardly, and
circumcision is that of the heart, in
the spirit, not in the letter; whose
praise is not from men, but from
God.

3
1 Then what advantage does the

Jew have? Or what is the profit
of circumcision? 2 Much in ev-
ery way! Because first of all, they
were entrusted with the revela-
tions of God. 3 For what if some
were without faith? Will their lack
of faith nullify the faithfulness of
God? 4May it never be! Yes, let God
be found true, but everymana liar.
As it is written,
“that youmight be justified in your

words,
and might prevail when you
come into judgment.”✡

5 But if our unrighteousness
commends the righteousness of
God, what will we say? Is God
unrighteous who inflicts wrath? I
speak like men do. 6May it never
be! For then how will God judge
the world? 7For if the truth of God
through my lie abounded to his
glory, why am I also still judged
as a sinner? 8 Why not (as we
are slanderously reported, and as
some affirm that we say), “Let’s do
evil, that good may come?” Those
who say so are justly condemned.

9What then? Are we better than
they? No, in no way. For we
previously warned both Jews and
Greeks that they are all under sin.
10As it is written,
“There is no one righteous;

no, not one.
11 There is no one who under-

stands.
There is no one who seeks af-
ter God.

12They have all turned away.
They have together become
unprofitable.

There is no one who does good,
no, not so much as one.”✡

13 “Their throat is an open tomb.
With their tongues they have
used deceit.”✡

“Thepoisonofvipers isunder their
lips.”✡

14 “Their mouth is full of curs-
ing and bitterness.”✡

15 “Their feet are swift to shed
blood.

16 Destruction and misery are
in their ways.

17 The way of peace, they
haven’t known.”✡

18 “There is no fear of God before
their eyes.”✡

19 Now we know that whatever
things the law says, it speaks to
those who are under the law, that
everymouthmaybe closed, andall
the world may be brought under

✡ 2:24 Isaiah 52:5; Ezekiel 36:22 ✡ 3:4 Psalm 51:4 ✡ 3:12 Psalm 14:1-3; 53:1-3; Ecclesiastes
7:20 ✡ 3:13 Psalm 5:9 ✡ 3:13 Psalm 140:3 ✡ 3:14 Psalm 10:7 ✡ 3:17 Isaiah 59:7-8
✡ 3:18 Psalm 36:1
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the judgment of God. 20Because by
the works of the law, no flesh will
be justified inhis sight; for through
the law comes the knowledge of
sin.

21 But now apart from the law,
a righteousness of God has been
revealed, being testified by the
law and the prophets; 22 even
the righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ to all and on
all those who believe. For there
is no distinction, 23 for all have
sinned, and fall short of the glory
of God; 24 being justified freely by
his grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom
God sent to be an atoning sacri-
fice* through faith in his blood, for
a demonstration of his righteous-
ness through the passing over of
prior sins, in God’s forbearance;
26 to demonstrate his righteous-
ness at this present time, that he
might himself be just and the justi-
fier of himwho has faith in Jesus.

27 Where then is the boasting?
It is excluded. By what kind of
law? Of works? No, but by a law
of faith. 28We maintain therefore
thataman is justifiedby faithapart
from the works of the law. 29 Or
is God the God of Jews only? Isn’t
he the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of
Gentiles also, 30 since indeed there
is one God who will justify the cir-
cumcised by faith and the uncir-
cumcised through faith.

31 Do we then nullify the law
through faith? May itneverbe! No,
we establish the law.

4
1 What then will we say that

Abraham, our forefather, has
found according to the flesh? 2 For
if Abrahamwas justified byworks,
he has something to boast about,
but not toward God. 3 For what
does the Scripture say? “Abraham

believedGod, and itwasaccounted
to him for righteousness.”✡ 4 Now
to him who works, the reward
is not counted as grace, but as
something owed. 5But to him who
doesn’t work, but believes in him
who justifies the ungodly, his faith
is accounted for righteousness.
6 Even as David also pronounces
blessing on the man to whom God
counts righteousness apart from
works:
7 “Blessed are they whose iniqui-

ties are forgiven,
whose sins are covered.

8Blessed is themanwhomtheLord
will by no means charge
with sin.” ✡

9 Is this blessing then pro-
nounced only on the circumcised,
or on the uncircumcised also? For
we say that faith was accounted
to Abraham for righteousness.
10How thenwas it counted? When
he was in circumcision, or in
uncircumcision? Not in circumci-
sion, but in uncircumcision. 11He
received the sign of circumcision,
a seal of the righteousness of the
faithwhich he hadwhile hewas in
uncircumcision, that he might be
the father of all those who believe,
though theymight be in uncircum-
cision, that righteousness might
also be accounted to them. 12 He
is the father of circumcision to
those who not only are of the
circumcision, but who also walk
in the steps of that faith of our
father Abraham, which he had in
uncircumcision.

13 For the promise to Abraham
and to his offspring that he
would be heir of the world wasn’t
through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith. 14 For if
those who are of the law are heirs,
faith ismadevoid, and thepromise
is made of no effect. 15 For the
law produces wrath; for where
there is no law, neither is there
disobedience.

* 3:25 or, a propitiation ✡ 4:3 Genesis 15:6 ✡ 4:8 Psalm 32:1-2
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16 For this cause it is of faith,
that it may be according to grace,
to the end that the promise may
be sure to all the offspring, not to
that only which is of the law, but
to that also which is of the faith
of Abraham, who is the father of
us all. 17 As it is written, “I have
made you a father of many na-
tions.”✡ This is in the presence of
him whom he believed: God, who
gives life to the dead, and calls the
things that are not, as though they
were. 18 Against hope, Abraham
in hope believed, to the end that
he might become a father of many
nations, according to that which
had been spoken, “So will your
offspring be.”✡ 19 Without being
weakened in faith, he didn’t con-
sider his ownbody, already having
been worn out, (he being about a
hundred years old), and the dead-
ness of Sarah’s womb. 20 Yet, look-
ing to the promise of God, he didn’t
waver through unbelief, but grew
strong through faith, giving glory
to God, 21 and being fully assured
thatwhat he had promised, hewas
also able to perform. 22 Therefore
it also was “credited to him for
righteousness.”✡ 23 Now it was
not written that it was accounted
to him for his sake alone, 24 but
for our sake also, to whom it will
be accounted, who believe in him
whoraised JesusourLord fromthe
dead, 25who was delivered up for
our trespasses, and was raised for
our justification.

5
1 Being therefore justified by

faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ;
2 through whom we also have our
access by faith into this grace in
which we stand. We rejoice in
hope of the glory of God. 3 Not
only this, butwe also rejoice in our

sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces perseverance; 4 and
perseverance, proven character;
and proven character, hope;
5 and hope doesn’t disappoint
us, because God’s love has been
poured into ourhearts through the
Holy Spirit who was given to us.

6 For while we were yet weak,
at the right time Christ died for
the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly
die for a righteous man. Yet per-
haps for a good person someone
would even dare to die. 8 But God
commendshis own love towardus,
in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.

9 Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we will be
saved from God’s wrath through
him. 10 For if while we were en-
emies, we were reconciled to God
through the death of his Son,much
more, being reconciled, we will be
saved by his life.

11Not only so, butwe also rejoice
in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have
now received the reconciliation.
12 Therefore, as sin entered into
the world through one man, and
death through sin, so death passed
to all men because all sinned.
13 For until the law, sin was in the
world; but sin is not chargedwhen
there is no law. 14 Nevertheless
death reigned from Adam until
Moses, even over those whose sins
weren’t like Adam’s disobedience,
who is a foreshadowing of him
whowas to come.

15 But the free gift isn’t like the
trespass. For if by the trespass of
the one themany died,muchmore
did the grace of God and the gift
by the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, abound to the many. 16 The
gift is not as through one who
sinned; for the judgment came
by one to condemnation, but the
free gift followed many trespasses

✡ 4:17 Genesis 17:5 ✡ 4:18 Genesis 15:5 ✡ 4:22 Genesis 15:6
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to justification. 17 For if by the
trespass of the one, death reigned
through the one; so much more
will those who receive the abun-
dance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness reign in life through
the one, Jesus Christ.

18 So then as through one tres-
pass, all men were condemned;
even so through one act of righ-
teousness, all men were justified
to life. 19 For as through the one
man’s disobedience many were
made sinners, even so through
the obedience of the one, many
will be made righteous. 20 The
law came in that the trespass
might abound; but where sin
abounded, grace abounded more
exceedingly, 21 that as sin reigned
in death, even so gracemight reign
through righteousness to eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

6
1What shall we say then? Shall

we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? 2 May it never be! We
who died to sin, how could we live
in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you
know that all of us who were bap-
tized into Christ Jesus were bap-
tized into his death? 4 We were
buried thereforewithhim through
baptism into death, that just as
Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so
we also might walk in newness of
life.

5 For if we have become united
with him in the likeness of his
death, we will also be part of his
resurrection; 6 knowing this, that
our old man was crucified with
him, that the body of sin might be
done away with, so that we would
no longer be in bondage to sin.
7 For he who has died has been
freed from sin. 8 But if we died
with Christ, webelieve thatwewill
also live with him, 9 knowing that
Christ, being raised from the dead,

dies no more. Death no longer
has dominion over him! 10 For the
death that he died, he died to sin
one time; but the life that he lives,
he lives to God. 11 Thus consider
yourselves also to be dead to sin,
but alive to God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

12Therefore don’t let sin reign in
your mortal body, that you should
obey it in its lusts. 13 Also, do not
present yourmembers to sin as in-
struments of unrighteousness, but
present yourselves to God as alive
from the dead, and your members
as instruments of righteousness to
God. 14For sinwill nothavedomin-
ion over you, for you are not under
law, but under grace.

15 What then? Shall we sin
because we are not under law
but under grace? May it never
be! 16 Don’t you know that when
youpresent yourselves as servants
and obey someone, you are the
servants of whomever you obey,
whether of sin to death, or of obe-
dience to righteousness? 17 But
thanks be to God that, whereas
you were bondservants of sin, you
became obedient from the heart
to that form of teaching to which
you were delivered. 18Beingmade
free from sin, you became bond-
servants of righteousness.

19 I speak in human terms
because of the weakness of your
flesh; for as you presented your
members as servants to unclean-
ness and to wickedness upon
wickedness, even so now present
your members as servants to
righteousness for sanctification.
20 For when you were servants of
sin, you were free from righteous-
ness. 21 What fruit then did you
have at that time in the things of
which you are now ashamed? For
the end of those things is death.
22 But now, being made free from
sin and having become servants
of God, you have your fruit of
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sanctification and the result of
eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin
is death, but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

7
1 Or don’t you know, brothers*

(for I speak to men who know the
law), that the law has dominion
over a man for as long as he lives?
2 For the woman that has a hus-
band is bound by law to the hus-
band while he lives, but if the hus-
band dies, she is discharged from
the law of the husband. 3 So then
if, while the husband lives, she is
joined to another man, she would
be called an adulteress. But if the
husband dies, she is free from the
law, so that she is no adulteress,
though she is joined to another
man. 4 Therefore, my brothers,
you also were made dead to the
law through the body of Christ,
that you would be joined to an-
other, to him who was raised from
the dead, that we might produce
fruit to God. 5Forwhenwewere in
the flesh, the sinful passionswhich
were through the law worked in
our members to bring out fruit to
death. 6 But now we have been
discharged from the law, having
died to that inwhichwewere held;
so that we serve in newness of the
spirit, and not in oldness of the
letter.

7 What shall we say then? Is
the law sin? May it never be!
However, I wouldn’t have known
sin except through the law. For
I wouldn’t have known coveting
unless the law had said, “You shall
not covet.”✡ 8But sin, finding occa-
sion through the commandment,
produced in me all kinds of covet-
ing. For apart from the law, sin
is dead. 9 I was alive apart from

the law once, but when the com-
mandment came, sin revived and I
died. 10 The commandment which
was for life, this I found to be
for death; 11 for sin, finding occa-
sion through the commandment,
deceived me, and through it killed
me. 12 Therefore the law indeed is
holy, and the commandment holy,
righteous, and good.

13 Did then that which is good
become death to me? May it never
be! But sin, that it might be shown
to be sin, was producing death in
me through that which is good;
that through the commandment
sin might become exceedingly sin-
ful. 14 For we know that the law
is spiritual, but I am fleshly, sold
under sin. 15 For I don’t under-
stand what I am doing. For I don’t
practice what I desire to do; but
what I hate, that I do. 16But if what
I don’t desire, that I do, I consent to
the law that it is good. 17 So now
it is no more I that do it, but sin
which dwells in me. 18 For I know
that in me, that is, in my flesh,
dwells no good thing. For desire
is present with me, but I don’t find
it doing that which is good. 19 For
the good which I desire, I don’t do;
but the evil which I don’t desire,
that I practice. 20 But if what I
don’t desire, that I do, it is nomore
I that do it, but sin which dwells
in me. 21 I find then the law that,
while I desire to do good, evil is
present. 22 For I delight in God’s
law after the inward person, 23but
I see a different law in my mem-
bers,warringagainst the lawofmy
mind, and bringingme into captiv-
ity under the law of sin which is in
my members. 24What a wretched
man I am! Who will deliver me
out of the body of this death? 25 I
thank God through Jesus Christ,
our Lord! So then with the mind,
I myself serve God’s law, but with

* 7:1 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 7:7 Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21
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the flesh, sin’s law.

8
1 There is therefore now no con-

demnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus, who don’t walk ac-
cording to the flesh, but according
to the Spirit.* 2 For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made
me free from the law of sin and of
death. 3 For what the law couldn’t
do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, Goddid, sendinghis ownSon
in the likeness of sinful flesh and
for sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh, 4 that the ordinance of the
law might be fulfilled in us who
don’t walk according to the flesh,
but according to the Spirit. 5 For
those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live ac-
cording to the Spirit, the things of
the Spirit. 6 For the mind of the
flesh is death, but the mind of the
Spirit is life and peace; 7 because
the mind of the flesh is hostile to-
ward God, for it is not subject to
God’s law, neither indeed can it be.
8 Those who are in the flesh can’t
please God.

9 But you are not in the flesh
but in the Spirit, if it is so that the
Spirit of God dwells in you. But if
any man doesn’t have the Spirit of
Christ, he is not his. 10 If Christ is
in you, the body is dead because of
sin, but the spirit is alivebecauseof
righteousness. 11But if the Spirit of
him who raised up Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised
up Christ Jesus from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies
through his Spirit who dwells in
you.

12 So then, brothers, we are
debtors, not to the flesh, to live
after the flesh. 13 For if you live
after the flesh, you must die; but if

by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live.
14 For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, these are children of
God. 15 For you didn’t receive the
spirit of bondage again to fear, but
youreceived theSpirit of adoption,
by whomwe cry, “Abba!† Father!”

16 The Spirit himself testifies
withour spirit thatweare children
of God; 17 and if children, then
heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ, if indeed we suffer
with him, that we may also be
glorified with him.

18 For I consider that the suf-
ferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with
the glory which will be revealed
toward us. 19 For the creation
waits with eager expectation for
the children of God to be revealed.
20 For the creation was subjected
to vanity, not of its own will, but
because of him who subjected it,
in hope 21 that the creation itself
also will be delivered from the
bondage of decay into the liberty
of the glory of the children of God.
22 For we know that the whole cre-
ation groans and travails in pain
together until now. 23Not only so,
but ourselves also, who have the
first fruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves,
waiting for adoption, the redemp-
tion of our body. 24 For we were
saved inhope, buthope that is seen
is not hope. Forwho hopes for that
whichhe sees? 25But ifwehope for
that which we don’t see, we wait
for it with patience.

26 In the sameway, the Spirit also
helps ourweaknesses, forwedon’t
know how to pray as we ought.
But the Spirit himself makes in-
tercession for us with groanings
which can’t be uttered. 27He who

* 8:1 NUomits “whodon’twalkaccording to theflesh, butaccording to theSpirit” † 8:15 Abba
is an Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy”, which can be used affectionately and respectfully
in prayer to our Father in heaven.
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searches the hearts knows what is
on the Spirit’s mind, because he
makes intercession for the saints
according to God.

28 We know that all things
work together for good for those
who love God, for those who are
called according to his purpose.
29 For whom he foreknew, he
also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, that he
might be the firstborn among
many brothers.‡ 30 Whom he
predestined, those he also called.
Whom he called, those he also
justified. Whom he justified, those
he also glorified.

31What then shall we say about
these things? If God is for us, who
can be against us? 32Hewho didn’t
spare his own Son, but delivered
him up for us all, how would he
not also with him freely give us
all things? 33 Who could bring a
charge against God’s chosen ones?
It is God who justifies. 34 Who is
hewho condemns? It is Christwho
died, yes rather, who was raised
from the dead, who is at the right
handofGod,whoalsomakes inter-
cession for us.

35 Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Could oppres-
sion, or anguish, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? 36Even as it is written,
“For your sakewe are killed all day

long.
We were accounted as sheep
for the slaughter.”✡

37 No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through
him who loved us. 38 For I am
persuaded that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, 39 nor height,

nor depth, nor any other created
thing will be able to separate us
from God’s love which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

9
1 I tell the truth in Christ. I am

not lying, my conscience testifying
with me in the Holy Spirit 2 that I
have great sorrow and unceasing
pain in my heart. 3 For I could
wish that I myself were accursed
from Christ for my brothers’ sake,
my relatives according to the flesh
4 who are Israelites; whose is the
adoption, the glory, the covenants,
the giving of the law, the service,
and the promises; 5 of whom are
the fathers, and from whom is
Christ as concerning theflesh,who
is over all, God, blessed forever.
Amen.

6But it is not as though the word
of God has come to nothing. For
they are not all Israel that are of
Israel. 7 Neither, because they
are Abraham’s offspring, are they
all children. But, “your offspring
will be accounted as from Isaac.”✡
8 That is, it is not the children of
the flesh who are children of God,
but the children of the promise
are counted as heirs. 9 For this
is a word of promise: “At the ap-
pointed time Iwill come, andSarah
will have a son.”✡ 10 Not only
so, but Rebekah also conceived by
one, by our father Isaac. 11 For
being not yet born, neither having
done anything good or bad, that
the purpose of God according to
electionmight stand, not of works,
but of himwho calls,* 12 it was said
to her, “The elder will serve the
younger.”✡ 13 Even as it is written,
“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”✡

‡ 8:29 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 8:36 Psalm44:22 ✡ 9:7 Genesis 21:12 ✡ 9:9 Genesis
18:10,14 * 9:11 NU puts the phrase “not of works, but of him who calls” at the beginning of
verse 12 instead of the end of verse 11. ✡ 9:12 Genesis 25:23 ✡ 9:13 Malachi 1:2-3
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14 What shall we say then? Is
there unrighteousness with God?
May it never be! 15 For he said
to Moses, “I will have mercy on
whom I have mercy, and I will
have compassion on whom I have
compassion.”✡ 16 So then it is
not of him who wills, nor of him
who runs, but of God who has
mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to
Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I
caused you to be raised up, that I
might show in you my power, and
thatmynamemightbeproclaimed
in all the earth.”✡ 18 So then, he has
mercy onwhomhe desires, and he
hardens whom he desires.

19 You will say then to me, “Why
does he still find fault? For who
withstands his will?” 20 But in-
deed, O man, who are you to reply
againstGod? Will the thing formed
ask him who formed it, “Why did
you make me like this?”✡ 21 Or
hasn’t the potter a right over the
clay, from the same lump to make
one part a vessel for honor, and
another for dishonor? 22 What
if God, willing to show his wrath
and to make his power known, en-
dured with much patience vessels
of wrath prepared for destruction,
23 and that he might make known
the riches of his glory on vessels of
mercy, which he prepared before-
hand for glory— 24 us, whom he
also called, not from the Jews only,
but also from theGentiles? 25As he
says also in Hosea,
“Iwill call them ‘mypeople,’ which

were not my people;
and her ‘beloved,’ who was
not beloved.”✡

26“Itwill be that in the placewhere
it was said to them, ‘You are
not my people,’

there they will be called ‘chil-
dren of the living God.’ ”✡

27 Isaiah cries concerning Israel,
“If the number of the children of

Israel are as the sand of the
sea,

it is the remnant who will be
saved;

28 for he will finish the work and
cut it short in righteousness,

because the Lord will make
a short work upon the
earth.”✡

29As Isaiah has said before,
“Unless the Lord of Armies† had

left us a seed,
we would have become like
Sodom,

and would have been made
like Gomorrah.”✡

30What shall we say then? That
the Gentiles, who didn’t follow af-
ter righteousness, attained to righ-
teousness, even the righteousness
which is of faith; 31 but Israel, fol-
lowing after a law of righteous-
ness, didn’t arrive at the law of
righteousness. 32 Why? Because
they didn’t seek it by faith, but
as it were by works of the law.
They stumbled over the stumbling
stone, 33 even as it is written,
“Behold,‡ I lay in Zion a stumbling

stone and a rock of offense;
and no one who believes in
himwill be disappointed.”✡

10
1Brothers, my heart’s desire and

my prayer to God is for Israel,
that they may be saved. 2 For I
testify about them that they have
a zeal for God, but not accord-
ing to knowledge. 3 For being
ignorant of God’s righteousness,
and seeking to establish their own
righteousness, they didn’t subject
themselves to the righteousness of

✡ 9:15 Exodus 33:19 ✡ 9:17 Exodus 9:16 ✡ 9:20 Isaiah 29:16; 45:9 ✡ 9:25 Hosea 2:23
✡ 9:26 Hosea 1:10 ✡ 9:28 Isaiah 10:22-23 † 9:29 Greek: Sabaoth (for Hebrew: Tze’va’ot)

✡ 9:29 Isaiah 1:9 ‡ 9:33 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or
gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. ✡ 9:33 Isaiah 8:14; 28:16 * 10:4 or, completion,
or end
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God. 4For Christ is the fulfillment*
of the law for righteousness to ev-
eryone who believes.

5 For Moses writes about the
righteousness of the law, “The one
who does themwill live by them.”✡
6 But the righteousness which is
of faith says this, “Don’t say in
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’✡ (that is, to bring Christ
down); 7or, ‘Whowill descend into
the abyss?’✡ (that is, to bring Christ
up from the dead.)” 8 But what
does it say? “The word is near
you, in your mouth and in your
heart;”✡ that is, the word of faith
which we preach: 9 that if you
will confess with your mouth that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the
dead, youwill be saved. 10Forwith
the heart one believes resulting in
righteousness; andwith themouth
confession ismade resulting in sal-
vation. 11 For the Scripture says,
“Whoever believes in him will not
be disappointed.”✡

12 For there is no distinction be-
tween Jew andGreek; for the same
Lord is Lord of all, and is rich to
all who call on him. 13 For, “Who-
ever will call on the name of the
Lord will be saved.”✡ 14How then
will they call on him inwhom they
have not believed? How will they
believe inhimwhomtheyhavenot
heard? Howwill theyhearwithout
a preacher? 15 And how will they
preach unless they are sent? As it
is written:
“How beautiful are the feet of

those who preach the Good
News of peace,

who bring glad tidings of good
things!”✡

16But they didn’t all listen to the
glad news. For Isaiah says, “Lord,
who has believed our report?”✡

17 So faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God. 18But
I say, didn’t they hear? Yes, most
certainly,
“Their sound went out into all the

earth,
their words to the ends of the
world.”✡

19 But I ask, didn’t Israel know?
First Moses says,
“Iwill provokeyou to jealousywith

that which is no nation.
I will make you angry with a
nation void of understand-
ing.”✡

20 Isaiah is very bold and says,
“I was found by those who didn’t

seekme.
I was revealed to those who
didn’t ask for me.”✡

21 But about Israel he says, “All
day long I stretched out my hands
to a disobedient and contrary peo-
ple.”✡

11
1 I ask then, did God reject his

people? May it never be! For I
also am an Israelite, a descendant
of Abraham, of the tribe of Ben-
jamin. 2 God didn’t reject his peo-
ple, whom he foreknew. Or don’t
you know what the Scripture says
about Elijah? How he pleads with
God against Israel: 3 “Lord, they
have killed your prophets. They
have broken down your altars. I
am left alone, and they seek my
life.”✡ 4 But how does God an-
swer him? “I have reserved for
myself seven thousand men who
have not bowed the knee to Baal.”✡
5 Even so too at this present time
also there is a remnant according
to the election of grace. 6And if by
grace, then it is no longer ofworks;
otherwise grace is no longer grace.
But if it is of works, it is no longer

✡ 10:5 Leviticus 18:5 ✡ 10:6 Deuteronomy 30:12 ✡ 10:7 Deuteronomy 30:13 ✡ 10:8
Deuteronomy30:14 ✡ 10:11 Isaiah 28:16 ✡ 10:13 Joel 2:32 ✡ 10:15 Isaiah 52:7 ✡ 10:16
Isaiah53:1 ✡ 10:18 Psalm19:4 ✡ 10:19 Deuteronomy32:21 ✡ 10:20 Isaiah65:1 ✡ 10:21
Isaiah 65:2 ✡ 11:3 1 Kings 19:10,14 ✡ 11:4 1 Kings 19:18
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grace; otherwise work is no longer
work.

7 What then? That which Is-
rael seeks for, that he didn’t ob-
tain, but the chosen ones obtained
it, and the rest were hardened.
8 According as it is written, “God
gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes
that they should not see, and ears
that they should not hear, to this
very day.” ✡

9David says,
“Let their table be made a snare, a

trap,
a stumbling block, and a retri-
bution to them.

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that
theymay not see.

Always keep their backs
bent.”✡

11 I ask then, did they stumble
that they might fall? May it never
be! But by their fall salvation has
come to the Gentiles, to provoke
them to jealousy. 12 Now if their
fall is the riches of the world, and
their loss the riches of the Gentiles,
howmuchmore their fullness!

13For I speak toyouwhoareGen-
tiles. Since then as I am an apostle
to Gentiles, I glorify my ministry,
14 if by any means I may provoke
to jealousy thosewho aremyflesh,
andmay save some of them. 15For
if the rejection of them is the rec-
onciling of the world, what would
their acceptance be, but life from
the dead?

16 If the first fruit is holy, so is
the lump. If the root is holy, so
are the branches. 17 But if some
of the branches were broken off,
and you, being a wild olive, were
grafted in among them and be-
came partaker with them of the
root and of the richness of the
olive tree, 18 don’t boast over the
branches. But if youboast, remem-
ber that it is not you who support

the root, but the root supports you.
19 You will say then, “Branches
were broken off, that I might be
grafted in.” 20 True; by their un-
belief they were broken off, and
you stand by your faith. Don’t be
conceited, but fear; 21 for if God
didn’t spare the natural branches,
neither will he spare you. 22 See
then the goodness and severity of
God. Toward those who fell, sever-
ity; but toward you, goodness, if
you continue in his goodness; oth-
erwise you also will be cut off.
23 They also, if they don’t continue
in their unbelief, will be grafted
in, for God is able to graft them in
again. 24 For if you were cut out of
thatwhich is by nature awild olive
tree, and were grafted contrary to
nature into a good olive tree, how
much more will these, which are
the natural branches, be grafted
into their own olive tree?

25 For I don’t desire you to be
ignorant, brothers,* of this mys-
tery, so that you won’t be wise in
your own conceits, that a partial
hardening has happened to Israel,
until the fullness of the Gentiles
has come in, 26and so all Israelwill
be saved. Even as it is written,
“There will come out of Zion the

Deliverer,
andhewill turn awayungodli-
ness from Jacob.

27This is my covenant with them,
when I will take away their
sins.”✡

28 Concerning the Good News,
they are enemies for your sake.
But concerning the election, they
are beloved for the fathers’ sake.
29 For the gifts and the calling of
God are irrevocable. 30 For as you
in time past were disobedient to
God, but nowhave obtainedmercy
by their disobedience, 31 even so

✡ 11:8 Deuteronomy 29:4; Isaiah 29:10 ✡ 11:10 Psalm 69:22,23 * 11:25 The word for
“brothers” hereandwhere context allowsmayalsobe correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” ✡ 11:27 Isaiah 59:20-21; 27:9; Jeremiah 31:33-34
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these also have now been disobe-
dient, that by the mercy shown to
you they may also obtain mercy.
32 For God has bound all to disobe-
dience, that he might have mercy
on all.

33Oh the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and the knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past trac-
ing out!
34 “Forwho has known themind of

the Lord?
Or who has been his coun-
selor?”✡

35 “Or who has first given to him,
and it will be repaid to him
again?”✡

36 For of him and through him
and tohimare all things. Tohimbe
the glory for ever! Amen.

12
1Therefore I urge you, brothers,

by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual service. 2 Don’t be con-
formed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your
mind, so that you may prove what
is the good, well-pleasing, and per-
fect will of God.

3For I say through the grace that
was given me, to everyone who is
among you, not to think of your-
self more highly than you ought
to think; but to think reasonably,
as God has apportioned to each
person a measure of faith. 4 For
even as we have many members
in one body, and all the members
don’t have the same function, 5 so
we, who aremany, are one body in
Christ, and individually members
of one another, 6 having gifts dif-
fering according to the grace that
was given to us: if prophecy, let’s
prophesy according to the propor-
tion of our faith; 7 or service, let’s
give ourselves to service; or he

who teaches, to his teaching; 8 or
he who exhorts, to his exhorting;
he who gives, let him do it with
generosity; hewho rules, with dili-
gence; he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness.

9 Let love be without hypocrisy.
Abhor that which is evil. Cling to
that which is good. 10 In love of the
brothers be tenderly affectionate
to one another; in honor prefer
one another, 11 not lagging in dili-
gence, fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord, 12 rejoicing in hope, endur-
ing in troubles, continuing stead-
fastly in prayer, 13 contributing to
theneedsof the saints, andgiven to
hospitality.

14Bless thosewhopersecuteyou;
bless, and don’t curse. 15 Rejoice
with those who rejoice. Weep
with those who weep. 16 Be of
the same mind one toward an-
other. Don’t set your mind on high
things, but associatewith the hum-
ble. Don’t be wise in your own
conceits. 17 Repay no one evil for
evil. Respect what is honorable
in the sight of all men. 18 If it is
possible, as much as it is up to you,
be at peace with all men. 19 Don’t
seek revenge yourselves, beloved,
but give place to God’s wrath. For
it iswritten, “Vengeancebelongs to
me; I will repay, says the Lord.” ✡
20 Therefore
“If your enemy ishungry, feedhim.

If he is thirsty, give him a
drink;

for in doing so, you will heap
coals of fire on his head.”✡

21Don’t be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.

13
1 Let every soul be in subjection

to the higher authorities, for there
is no authority except from God,
and those who exist are ordained
by God. 2Therefore he who resists

✡ 11:34 Isaiah 40:13 ✡ 11:35 Job 41:11 ✡ 12:19 Deuteronomy 32:35 ✡ 12:20 Proverbs
25:21-22
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the authority withstands the ordi-
nance of God; and those whowith-
stand will receive to themselves
judgment. 3 For rulers are not a
terror to the good work, but to the
evil. Do you desire to have no fear
of the authority? Do that which
is good, and you will have praise
from the authority, 4 for he is a ser-
vant of God to you for good. But if
you do that which is evil, be afraid,
for he doesn’t bear the sword in
vain; for he is a servant of God, an
avenger forwrath tohimwhodoes
evil. 5 Therefore you need to be
in subjection, not only because of
the wrath, but also for conscience’
sake. 6 For this reason you also
pay taxes, for they are servants
of God’s service, continually doing
this very thing. 7Therefore give ev-
eryone what you owe: if you owe
taxes, pay taxes; if customs, then
customs; if respect, then respect; if
honor, then honor.

8 Owe no one anything, except
to love one another; for he who
loves his neighbor has fulfilled the
law. 9 For the commandments,
“You shall not commit adultery,”
“You shall not murder,” “You shall
not steal,”* “You shall not covet,”
✡ and whatever other command-
ments there are, are all summed
up in this saying, namely, “You
shall love your neighbor as your-
self.”✡ 10 Love doesn’t harm a
neighbor. Love therefore is the
fulfillment of the law.

11Do this, knowing the time, that
it is already time for you to awaken
out of sleep, for salvation is now
nearer to us than when we first
believed. 12 The night is far gone,
and the day is near. Let’s therefore
throw off the deeds of darkness,
and let’s put on the armor of light.
13Let’swalkproperly, as in theday;
not in reveling and drunkenness,

not in sexual promiscuity and lust-
ful acts, and not in strife and jeal-
ousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, for its lusts.

14
1 Now accept one who is weak

in faith, but not for disputes over
opinions. 2 One man has faith to
eat all things, but he who is weak
eats only vegetables. 3 Don’t let
him who eats despise him who
doesn’t eat. Don’t let him who
doesn’t eat judge himwho eats, for
God has accepted him. 4Who are
you who judge another’s servant?
To his own lord he stands or falls.
Yes, he will be made to stand, for
God has power to make him stand.

5 One man esteems one day as
more important. Another esteems
every day alike. Let each man be
fully assured in his ownmind. 6He
who observes the day, observes it
to the Lord; and he who does not
observe the day, to the Lord he
does not observe it. He who eats,
eats to the Lord, for he gives God
thanks. He who doesn’t eat, to the
Lord he doesn’t eat, and gives God
thanks. 7 For none of us lives to
himself, and none dies to himself.
8For if we live, we live to the Lord.
Or if we die, we die to the Lord. If
thereforewe live or die, we are the
Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died,
rose, and lived again, that hemight
be Lord of both the dead and the
living.

10 But you, why do you judge
your brother? Or you again, why
do you despise your brother? For
we will all stand before the judg-
ment seat of Christ. 11 For it is
written,
“ ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, ‘to me

every knee will bow.
Every tongue will confess to
God.’ ”✡

* 13:9 TR adds “You shall not give false testimony,” ✡ 13:9 Exodus 20:13-15,17; Deuteronomy
5:17-19,21 ✡ 13:9 Leviticus 19:18 ✡ 14:11 Isaiah 45:23
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12So then eachone of uswill give
account of himself to God.

13 Therefore let’s not judge one
another any more, but judge this
rather, that no man put a stum-
bling block in his brother’s way, or
an occasion for falling. 14 I know
and am persuaded in the Lord Je-
sus thatnothing isuncleanof itself;
except that to him who considers
anything to be unclean, to him it
is unclean. 15 Yet if because of
food your brother is grieved, you
walk no longer in love. Don’t de-
stroywithyour foodhim forwhom
Christ died. 16 Then don’t let your
good be slandered, 17 for God’s
Kingdom is not eating and drink-
ing, but righteousness, peace, and
joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 For he
who serves Christ in these things is
acceptable toGodandapprovedby
men. 19 So then, let’s follow after
things which make for peace, and
things by which we may build one
another up. 20 Don’t overthrow
God’s work for food’s sake. All
things indeedare clean, however it
is evil for that man who creates a
stumbling block by eating. 21 It is
good to not eat meat, drink wine,
nor do anything by which your
brother stumbles, is offended, or is
made weak.

22 Do you have faith? Have it to
yourself before God. Happy is he
who doesn’t judge himself in that
which he approves. 23 But he who
doubts is condemned if he eats, be-
cause it isn’t of faith; andwhatever
is not of faith is sin.

24Now to him who is able to es-
tablish you according to my Good
News and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation
of themysterywhichhasbeenkept
secret through long ages, 25 but
now is revealed, and by the Scrip-
tures of the prophets, according to

the commandment of the eternal
God, is made known for obedience
of faith to all the nations; 26 to
the only wise God, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be the glory for-
ever! Amen.*

15
1 Now we who are strong ought

to bear the weaknesses of the
weak, and not to please ourselves.
2 Let each one of us please his
neighbor for that which is good,
to be building him up. 3 For even
Christ didn’t please himself. But,
as it is written, “The reproaches
of those who reproached you fell
on me.”✡ 4 For whatever things
were written before were written
for our learning, that through
perseverance and through en-
couragement of the Scriptures
we might have hope. 5 Now
the God of perseverance and of
encouragement grant you to be of
the same mind with one another
according to Christ Jesus, 6 that
with one accord youmay with one
mouth glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Therefore accept one another,
even as Christ also accepted you,*
to the glory of God. 8Now I say that
Christ has been made a servant
of the circumcision for the truth
of God, that he might confirm the
promises given to the fathers, 9and
that the Gentiles might glorify God
for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will give praise to you

among the Gentiles
and sing to your name.”✡

10Again he says,
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his

people.”✡
11Again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles!
Let all the peoples praise
him.”✡

* 14:26 TRplacesverses24-26afterRomans16:24asverses25-27. ✡ 15:3 Psalm69:9 * 15:7
TR reads “us” instead of “you” ✡ 15:9 2 Samuel 22:50; Psalm 18:49 ✡ 15:10 Deuteronomy
32:43 ✡ 15:11 Psalm 117:1
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12Again, Isaiah says,
“There will be the root of Jesse,

he who arises to rule over the
Gentiles;

in him the Gentiles will
hope.”✡

13 Now may the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may abound
in hope in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

14 I myself am also persuaded
about you, my brothers,† that you
yourselves are full of goodness,
filled with all knowledge, able also
to admonish others. 15 But I write
themoreboldly toyou inpart as re-
minding you, because of the grace
thatwas given tomebyGod, 16 that
I shouldbea servant of Christ Jesus
to the Gentiles, serving as a priest
of the Good News of God, that the
offering up of the Gentiles might
be made acceptable, sanctified by
the Holy Spirit. 17 I have there-
fore my boasting in Christ Jesus in
things pertaining to God. 18 For I
will not dare to speak of any things
except those which Christ worked
through me for the obedience of
the Gentiles, by word and deed,
19 in the power of signs and won-
ders, in the power of God’s Spirit;
so that from Jerusalemandaround
as far as to Illyricum, I have fully
preached the Good News of Christ;
20 yes, making it my aim to preach
the Good News, not where Christ
was already named, that I might
not build on another’s foundation.
21But, as it is written,
“Theywill see, towhomnonews of

him came.
They who haven’t heard will
understand.”✡

22Therefore also I was hindered
these many times from coming to
you, 23 but now, no longer hav-
ing any place in these regions, and

having thesemany years a longing
tocome toyou, 24whenever I travel
to Spain, I will come to you. For I
hope to see you onmy journey, and
to be helped on my way there by
you, if first I may enjoy your com-
pany for a while. 25But now, I say,
I am going to Jerusalem, serving
the saints. 26 For it has been the
good pleasure of Macedonia and
Achaia to make a certain contribu-
tion for the poor among the saints
who are at Jerusalem. 27 Yes, it
has been their good pleasure, and
they are their debtors. For if the
Gentiles have been made partak-
ers of their spiritual things, they
owe it to themalso to serve them in
material things. 28When therefore
I have accomplished this, andhave
sealed to them this fruit, I will go
onbywayofyou toSpain. 29 I know
that when I come to you, I will
come in the fullness of the blessing
of the Good News of Christ.

30 Now I beg you, brothers, by
our Lord Jesus Christ and by the
love of the Spirit, that you strive
together with me in your prayers
to God for me, 31 that I may be de-
livered from thosewho are disobe-
dient in Judea, and that my service
which I have for Jerusalemmay be
acceptable to the saints, 32 that I
may come to you in joy through the
will of God, and together with you,
find rest. 33Now the God of peace
be with you all. Amen.

16
1 I commend to you Phoebe, our

sister, who is a servant* of the as-
sembly that is at Cenchreae, 2 that
you receive her in the Lord in a
way worthy of the saints, and that
you assist her in whatever matter
she may need from you, for she
herself also has been a helper of
many, and of my own self.

✡ 15:12 Isaiah 11:10 † 15:14 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may
also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 15:21 Isaiah 52:15 * 16:1
or, deacon
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3Greet Prisca andAquila, my fel-
low workers in Christ Jesus, 4who
risked their own necks for my life,
to whom not only I give thanks,
but also all the assemblies of the
Gentiles. 5Greet the assembly that
is in their house. Greet Epaene-
tus, my beloved, who is the first
fruits of Achaia to Christ. 6 Greet
Mary, who labored much for us.
7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my
relatives and my fellow prisoners,
who are notable among the apos-
tles, whowere also in Christ before
me. 8Greet Amplias,mybeloved in
the Lord. 9Greet Urbanus, our fel-
low worker in Christ, and Stachys,
my beloved. 10 Greet Apelles, the
approved in Christ. Greet those
whoare of thehousehold ofAristo-
bulus. 11Greet Herodion, my kins-
man. Greet them of the household
of Narcissus, who are in the Lord.
12Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa,
who labor in the Lord. Greet Per-
sis, thebeloved,who laboredmuch
in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, the
chosen in the Lord, and hismother
and mine. 14 Greet Asyncritus,
Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Her-
mas, and the brothers† who are
with them. 15Greet Philologus and
Julia, Nereus and his sister, and
Olympas, and all the saints who
are with them. 16 Greet one an-
other with a holy kiss. The assem-
blies of Christ greet you.

17Now I beg you, brothers, look
out for those who are causing
the divisions and occasions of
stumbling, contrary to thedoctrine
which you learned, and turn away
from them. 18 For those who are
such don’t serve our Lord Jesus
Christ, but their own belly; and by
their smooth and flattering speech
they deceive the hearts of the
innocent. 19 For your obedience
has become known to all. I rejoice

therefore over you. But I desire
to have you wise in that which is
good, but innocent in that which is
evil. 20 And the God of peace will
quickly crush Satan under your
feet.
The grace of our Lord Jesus

Christ be with you.
21 Timothy, my fellow worker,

greets you, as doLucius, Jason, and
Sosipater, my relatives. 22 I, Ter-
tius, whowrite the letter, greet you
in the Lord. 23Gaius, my host and
host of the whole assembly, greets
you. Erastus, the treasurer of the
city, greets you, as does Quartus,
the brother. 24 The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all!
Amen. 25 ‡

† 16:14 Theword for “brothers” hereandwhere context allowsmayalsobe correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 16:25 TR places Romans 14:24-26 at the end of Romans
instead of at the end of chapter 14, and numbers these verses 16:25-27.
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Paul’s First Letter to
the Corinthians

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of
Jesus Christ* through the will of
God, and our brother Sosthenes,
2 to the assembly of Godwhich is at
Corinth—those who are sanctified
in Christ Jesus, called saints, with
all who call on the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ in every place,
both theirs andours: 3Grace toyou
and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I always thank my God con-
cerning you for the grace of God
which was given you in Christ Je-
sus, 5 that in everything you were
enriched in him, in all speech and
all knowledge— 6 even as the tes-
timony of Christ was confirmed
in you— 7 so that you come be-
hind in no gift, waiting for the rev-
elation of our Lord Jesus Christ,
8 who will also confirm you until
the end, blameless in thedayof our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faith-
ful, throughwhomyouwere called
into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

10 Now I beg you, brothers,†
through the name of our Lord, Je-
sus Christ, that you all speak the
same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you
be perfected together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.
11 For it has been reported to me
concerning you, my brothers, by
those who are from Chloe’s house-
hold, that there are contentions
among you. 12 Now I mean this,
that each one of you says, “I fol-
low Paul,” “I followApollos,” “I fol-
lowCephas,” and, “I followChrist.”
13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul

crucified for you? Or were you
baptized into the name of Paul?
14 I thank God that I baptized none
of you except Crispus and Gaius,
15 so that no one should say that
I had baptized you into my own
name. 16 (I also baptized thehouse-
hold of Stephanas; besides them, I
don’t knowwhether I baptized any
other.) 17 For Christ sent me not
to baptize, but to preach the Good
News—not in wisdom of words, so
that the cross of Christ wouldn’t be
made void. 18 For the word of the
cross is foolishness to those who
are dying, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. 19 For
it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the

wise.
I will bring the discernment of
the discerning to nothing.”✡

20 Where is the wise? Where
is the scribe? Where is the de-
bater of this age? Hasn’t Godmade
foolish the wisdom of this world?
21 For seeing that in the wisdom of
God, theworld through its wisdom
didn’t knowGod, it was God’s good
pleasure through the foolishness
of the preaching to save those who
believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs,
Greeks seek after wisdom, 23 but
we preach Christ crucified, a stum-
bling block to Jews and foolish-
ness to Greeks, 24 but to those who
are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ is the power of God and
the wisdom of God; 25 because the
foolishness of God is wiser than
men, and the weakness of God is
stronger thanmen.

26Foryouseeyourcalling, broth-
ers, that not many are wise ac-
cording to the flesh, not many
mighty, and not many noble; 27but
God chose the foolish things of the
world that he might put to shame
those who are wise. God chose the
weak things of the world that he

* 1:1 “Christ”means “AnointedOne”. † 1:10 Theword for “brothers” hereandwhere context
allowsmayalsobe correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 1:19 Isaiah29:14
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might put to shame the things that
are strong. 28God chose the lowly
things of the world, and the things
that are despised, and the things
that don’t exist, thathemightbring
to nothing the things that exist,
29 that no flesh should boast be-
fore God. 30 Because of him, you
are in Christ Jesus, who was made
to us wisdom from God, and righ-
teousness and sanctification, and
redemption, 31 that, as it is written,
“He who boasts, let him boast in
the Lord.”✡

2
1When I came to you, brothers,

I didn’t come with excellence of
speech or of wisdom, proclaiming
to you the testimony of God. 2For I
determined not to know anything
among you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified. 3 I was with you
in weakness, in fear, and in much
trembling. 4 My speech and my
preaching were not in persuasive
words of human wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of
power, 5 that your faith wouldn’t
stand in the wisdom ofmen, but in
the power of God.

6 We speak wisdom, however,
among those who are full grown,
yet a wisdom not of this world
nor of the rulers of this world
who are coming to nothing. 7 But
we speak God’s wisdom in a mys-
tery, the wisdom that has been
hidden, which God foreordained
before the worlds for our glory,
8 which none of the rulers of this
world has known. For had they
known it, they wouldn’t have cru-
cified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it
is written,
“Things which an eye didn’t see,

and an ear didn’t hear,
which didn’t enter into the
heart of man,

these God has prepared for
those who love him.”✡

10 But to us, God revealed them
through the Spirit. For the Spirit
searches all things, yes, the deep
things of God. 11 For who among
men knows the things of aman ex-
cept the spirit of the man which is
in him? Even so, no one knows the
things of God except God’s Spirit.
12 But we received not the spirit
of the world, but the Spirit which
is from God, that we might know
the things that were freely given
to us by God. 13 We also speak
these things, not in words which
man’s wisdom teaches but which
the Holy Spirit teaches, compar-
ing spiritual things with spiritual
things. 14 Now the natural man
doesn’t receive the things of God’s
Spirit, for they are foolishness to
him; and he can’t know them,
because they are spiritually dis-
cerned. 15 But he who is spiritual
discerns all things, and he himself
is to be judged by no one. 16 “For
who has known the mind of the
Lord that he should instruct him?”
✡ But we have Christ’s mind.

3
1 Brothers, I couldn’t speak to

you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly,
as to babies in Christ. 2 I fed
you with milk, not with solid food,
for you weren’t yet ready. In-
deed, you aren’t ready even now,
3 for you are still fleshly. For in-
sofar as there is jealousy, strife,
and factionsamongyou, aren’t you
fleshly, and don’t you walk in the
ways of men? 4For when one says,
“I follow Paul,” and another, “I fol-
low Apollos,” aren’t you fleshly?

5Who then isApollos, andwho is
Paul, but servants through whom
you believed, and each as the Lord
gave to him? 6 I planted. Apol-
los watered. But God gave the in-
crease. 7 So then neither he who

✡ 1:31 Jeremiah 9:24 ✡ 2:9 Isaiah 64:4 ✡ 2:16 Isaiah 40:13
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plants is anything, nor he who wa-
ters, but God who gives the in-
crease. 8 Now he who plants and
he who waters are the same, but
each will receive his own reward
according to his own labor. 9 For
we are God’s fellow workers. You
are God’s farming, God’s building.

10 According to the grace of God
which was given to me, as a wise
master builder I laid a founda-
tion, and another builds on it. But
let each man be careful how he
builds on it. 11 For no one can
lay any other foundation than that
which has been laid, which is Je-
sus Christ. 12 But if anyone builds
on the foundation with gold, sil-
ver, costly stones, wood, hay, or
straw, 13 each man’s work will be
revealed. For the Day will declare
it, because it is revealed in fire;
and thefire itselfwill testwhat sort
of work each man’s work is. 14 If
any man’s work remains which he
built on it, hewill receivea reward.
15 If any man’s work is burned, he
will suffer loss, but he himself will
be saved, but as through fire.

16 Don’t you know that you are
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
lives in you? 17 If anyone de-
stroys God’s temple, God will de-
stroy him; for God’s temple is holy,
which you are.

18 Let no one deceive himself.
If anyone thinks that he is wise
among you in this world, let him
become a fool that he may become
wise. 19 For the wisdom of this
world is foolishness with God. For
it is written, “He has taken the
wise in their craftiness.”✡ 20 And
again, “The Lord knows the rea-
soning of the wise, that it is worth-
less.”✡ 21 Therefore let no one
boast in men. For all things are
yours, 22whether Paul, or Apollos,
or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things
to come. All are yours, 23 and you
are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.

4
1 So let a man think of us as

Christ’s servants and stewards of
God’s mysteries. 2Here, moreover,
it is required of stewards that they
be found faithful. 3 But with me it
is a very small thing that I should
be judged by you, or by a human
court. Yes, I don’t even judge my
own self. 4 For I know nothing
against myself. Yet I am not justi-
fied by this, but he who judges me
is the Lord. 5Therefore judgenoth-
ing before the time, until the Lord
comes, whowill both bring to light
the hidden things of darkness and
reveal the counsels of the hearts.
Then each man will get his praise
from God.

6 Now these things, brothers, I
have in a figure transferred to my-
self and Apollos for your sakes,
that in us you might learn not to
think beyond the things which are
written, that none of you be puffed
up against one another. 7 For who
makes you different? And what do
you have that you didn’t receive?
But if youdidreceive it,whydoyou
boast as if you had not received it?

8Youare alreadyfilled. Youhave
already become rich. You have
come to reign without us. Yes, and
I wish that you did reign, that we
also might reign with you! 9 For
I think that God has displayed us,
the apostles, last of all, like men
sentenced to death. For we are
madea spectacle to theworld, both
to angels and men. 10 We are
fools for Christ’s sake, but you are
wise in Christ. We are weak, but
you are strong. You have honor,
but we have dishonor. 11 Even
to this present hour we hunger,
thirst, are naked, are beaten, and
have no certain dwelling place.
12 We toil, working with our own
hands. When people curse us, we

✡ 3:19 Job 5:13 ✡ 3:20 Psalm 94:11
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bless. Being persecuted, we en-
dure. 13 Being defamed, we en-
treat. We are made as the filth of
the world, the dirt wiped off by all,
even until now.

14 I don’t write these things to
shame you, but to admonish you
as my beloved children. 15 For
though you have ten thousand tu-
tors in Christ, you don’t havemany
fathers. For in Christ Jesus, I
became your father through the
Good News. 16 I beg you therefore,
be imitators of me. 17 Because of
this I have sent Timothy to you,
who is my beloved and faithful
child in the Lord, who will remind
youofmywayswhichare inChrist,
even as I teach everywhere in ev-
ery assembly. 18 Now some are
puffed up, as though I were not
coming to you. 19But I will come to
you shortly, if the Lord is willing.
And I will know, not the word of
those who are puffed up, but the
power. 20For God’s Kingdom is not
in word, but in power. 21 What
do you want? Shall I come to you
with a rod, or in love and a spirit of
gentleness?

5
1 It is actually reported that

there is sexual immorality among
you, and such sexual immorality
as is not even named among the
Gentiles, that one has his father’s
wife. 2Youare arrogant, anddidn’t
mourn instead, that he who had
done this deed might be removed
from among you. 3 For I most
certainly, as being absent in body
but present in spirit, have already,
as though I were present, judged
him who has done this thing. 4 In
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when you are gathered together
with my spirit with the power of
our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 you are to
deliver such a one to Satan for the

destruction of the flesh, that the
spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lord Jesus.

6Yourboasting is not good. Don’t
you know that a little yeast leavens
the whole lump? 7 Purge out the
old yeast, that you may be a new
lump, even as you are unleavened.
For indeed Christ, our Passover,
has been sacrificed in our place.
8Therefore let’s keep the feast, not
with old yeast, neither with the
yeast of malice and wickedness,
but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote to you in my letter to
have no company with sexual sin-
ners; 10 yet not at all meaning with
the sexual sinners of this world,
or with the covetous and extor-
tionists, or with idolaters, for then
youwould have to leave theworld.
11 But as it is, I wrote to you not
to associate with anyone who is
called a brother who is a sexual
sinner, or covetous, or an idolater,
or a slanderer, or a drunkard, or an
extortionist. Don’t even eat with
such a person. 12 For what do I
have to do with also judging those
who are outside? Don’t you judge
those who are within? 13But those
who are outside, God judges. “Put
away thewickedman from among
yourselves.”✡

6
1Dare any of you, having a mat-

ter against his neighbor, go to law
before the unrighteous, and not
before the saints? 2 Don’t you
know that the saints will judge the
world? And if the world is judged
by you, are you unworthy to judge
the smallest matters? 3 Don’t you
know that we will judge angels?
How much more, things that per-
tain to this life? 4 If then you have
to judge things pertaining to this
life, do you set them to judge who

✡ 5:13 Deuteronomy 17:7; 19:19; 21:21; 22:21; 24:7
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are of no account in the assem-
bly? 5 I say this to move you to
shame. Isn’t there even one wise
man among you who would be
able to decide between his broth-
ers? 6But brother goes to law with
brother, and that before unbeliev-
ers! 7 Therefore it is already al-
together a defect in you that you
have lawsuits one with another.
Why not rather be wronged? Why
not rather be defrauded? 8No, but
you yourselves do wrong and de-
fraud, and that against your broth-
ers.

9 Or don’t you know that the
unrighteous will not inherit God’s
Kingdom? Don’t be deceived.
Neither the sexually immoral, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor male
prostitutes, nor homosexuals,
10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor slanderers, nor
extortionists, will inherit God’s
Kingdom. 11 Some of you were
such, but you were washed. You
were sanctified. Youwere justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and
in the Spirit of our God.

12 “All things are lawful for me,”
but not all things are expedient.
“All things are lawful for me,” but
I will not be brought under the
power of anything. 13 “Foods for
the belly, and the belly for foods,”
but God will bring to nothing both
it and them. But the body is not
for sexual immorality, but for the
Lord, and the Lord for the body.
14NowGod raised up the Lord, and
will also raise us up by his power.
15 Don’t you know that your bod-
ies are members of Christ? Shall
I then take the members of Christ
andmake themmembersof apros-
titute? May it never be! 16Or don’t
you know that he who is joined
to a prostitute is one body? For,
“The two”, he says, “will become
one flesh.”✡ 17But hewho is joined

to the Lord is one spirit. 18Flee sex-
ual immorality! “Every sin that a
man does is outside the body,” but
he who commits sexual immoral-
ity sins against his own body. 19Or
don’t you know that your body is
a temple of the Holy Spirit who is
in you, whom you have from God?
You are not your own, 20 for you
were bought with a price. There-
fore glorify God in your body and
in your spirit, which are God’s.

7
1 Now concerning the things

about which you wrote to me: it
is good for a man not to touch a
woman. 2 But, because of sexual
immoralities, let each man have
his own wife, and let each woman
have her own husband. 3 Let the
husband give hiswife the affection
owed her,* and likewise also the
wife her husband. 4 The wife
doesn’t have authority over her
own body, but the husband does.
Likewise also the husband doesn’t
have authority over his own body,
but the wife does. 5 Don’t deprive
one another, unless it is by consent
for a season, that you may give
yourselves to fasting and prayer,
and may be together again, that
Satan doesn’t tempt you because
of your lack of self-control.

6But this I say by way of conces-
sion, not of commandment. 7 Yet
I wish that all men were like me.
However, each man has his own
gift fromGod, one of this kind, and
another of that kind. 8 But I say
to the unmarried and to widows,
it is good for them if they remain
even as I am. 9 But if they don’t
have self-control, let them marry.
For it’sbetter tomarry than toburn
with passion. 10But to the married
I command—not I, but the Lord
—that the wife not leave her hus-
band 11 (but if she departs, let her

✡ 6:16 Genesis 2:24 * 7:3 NU and TR have “what is owed her” instead of “the affection owed
her”.
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remain unmarried, or else be rec-
onciled to her husband), and that
the husband not leave his wife.

12But to the rest I—not the Lord
—say, if any brother has an un-
believing wife, and she is content
to live with him, let him not leave
her. 13 The woman who has an
unbelieving husband, and he is
content to live with her, let her
not leave her husband. 14 For the
unbelieving husband is sanctified
in the wife, and the unbelieving
wife is sanctified in the husband.
Otherwise your children would be
unclean, but now they are holy.
15 Yet if the unbeliever departs, let
there be separation. The brother
or the sister is not under bondage
in such cases, but Godhas called us
in peace. 16 For how do you know,
wife, whether you will save your
husband? Or how do you know,
husband, whether you will save
your wife?

17 Only, as the Lord has dis-
tributed to each man, as God has
called each, so let him walk. So I
command in all the assemblies.

18 Was anyone called having
been circumcised? Let him not
become uncircumcised. Has
anyone been called in uncircumci-
sion? Let him not be circumcised.
19 Circumcision is nothing, and
uncircumcision is nothing, but
what matters is keeping God’s
commandments. 20 Let each man
stay in that calling inwhich hewas
called. 21Were you called being a
bondservant? Don’t let that bother
you, but if you get an opportunity
to become free, use it. 22 For he
who was called in the Lord being
a bondservant is the Lord’s free
man. Likewise he who was called
being free is Christ’s bondservant.
23 You were bought with a price.
Don’t become bondservants of
men. 24 Brothers, let each man, in
whatever condition he was called,
stay in that condition with God.

25 Now concerning virgins, I

have no commandment from the
Lord, but I give my judgment
as one who has obtained mercy
from the Lord to be trustworthy.
26Therefore I think that because of
the distress that is on us, it’s good
for aman to remain as he is. 27Are
you bound to a wife? Don’t seek to
be freed. Are you free fromawife?
Don’t seek a wife. 28 But if you
marry, you have not sinned. If a
virginmarries, she has not sinned.
Yet such will have oppression in
the flesh, and I want to spare you.
29But I say this, brothers: the time
is short. From now on, both those
who have wives may be as though
they had none; 30 and those who
weep, as though they didn’t weep;
and those who rejoice, as though
they didn’t rejoice; and those who
buy, as though they didn’t possess;
31 and those who use the world, as
not using it to the fullest. For the
mode of this world passes away.

32 But I desire to have you to be
free from cares. He who is unmar-
ried is concerned for the things
of the Lord, how he may please
the Lord; 33 but he who is married
is concerned about the things of
the world, how he may please his
wife. 34 There is also a difference
between a wife and a virgin. The
unmarriedwomancares about the
things of the Lord, that she may
be holy both in body and in spirit.
But shewho ismarried cares about
the things of the world—how she
may please her husband. 35 This I
say for your own benefit, not that
I may ensnare you, but for that
which is appropriate, and that you
mayattend to theLordwithoutdis-
traction.

36 But if any man thinks that
he is behaving inappropriately to-
ward his virgin, if she is past the
flower of her age, and if need so re-
quires, let him do what he desires.
He doesn’t sin. Let them marry.
37 But he who stands steadfast in
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his heart, having no urgency, but
has power over his own will, and
has determined in his own heart
to keep his own virgin, does well.
38 So then both he who gives his
own virgin in marriage does well,
and he who doesn’t give her in
marriage does better.

39 A wife is bound by law for as
long as her husband lives; but if
the husband is dead, she is free to
be married to whomever she de-
sires, only in the Lord. 40 But she
is happier if she stays as she is, in
my judgment, and I think that I also
have God’s Spirit.

8
1 Now concerning things sacri-

ficed to idols: We know that we all
have knowledge. Knowledge puffs
up, but love builds up. 2But if any-
one thinks that heknowsanything,
he doesn’t yet know as he ought to
know. 3But anyone who loves God
is known by him.

4 Therefore concerning the eat-
ing of things sacrificed to idols, we
know thatno idol is anything in the
world, and that there is no other
God but one. 5 For though there
are things that are called “gods”,
whether in theheavensoronearth
—as there are many “gods” and
many “lords”— 6 yet to us there is
one God, the Father, of whom are
all things, andwe for him; and one
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom
are all things, and we live through
him.

7 However, that knowledge isn’t
in all men. But some, with con-
sciousness of an idol until now, eat
as of a thing sacrificed to an idol,
and their conscience, being weak,
is defiled. 8 But food will not com-
mend us to God. For neither, if we
don’t eat are we the worse, nor if
we eat are we the better. 9 But be
careful that by no means does this

liberty of yours become a stum-
bling block to the weak. 10 For if a
manseesyouwhohaveknowledge
sitting in an idol’s temple,won’t his
conscience, if he is weak, be em-
boldened to eat things sacrificed to
idols? 11And through your knowl-
edge, he who is weak perishes,
the brother for whose sake Christ
died. 12 Thus, sinning against the
brothers, and wounding their con-
science when it is weak, you sin
against Christ. 13Therefore, if food
causes my brother to stumble, I
will eat nomeat forevermore, that
I don’t cause my brother to stum-
ble.

9
1AmInot free? AmInot anapos-

tle? Haven’t I seen Jesus Christ, our
Lord? Aren’t you my work in the
Lord? 2 If to others I am not an
apostle, yet at least I am to you; for
you are the seal of my apostleship
in the Lord.

3 My defense to those who ex-
amine me is this: 4 Have we no
right to eat and to drink? 5 Have
we no right to take along a wife
who is a believer, even as the rest
of the apostles, and the brothers
of the Lord, and Cephas? 6 Or
have only Barnabas and I no right
to not work? 7 What soldier ever
serves at his own expense? Who
plants a vineyard, and doesn’t eat
of its fruit? Or who feeds a flock,
and doesn’t drink from the flock’s
milk?

8Do I speak these things accord-
ing to the ways of men? Or doesn’t
the law also say the same thing?
9 For it is written in the law of
Moses, “You shall not muzzle an
ox while it treads out the grain.”✡
Is it for the oxen that God cares,
10 or does he say it assuredly for
our sake? Yes, it was written for
our sake, because he who plows
ought to plow in hope, and he who
threshes in hope should partake of

✡ 9:9 Deuteronomy 25:4
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his hope. 11 If we sowed to you
spiritual things, is it a great thing
if we reap your fleshly things? 12 If
others partake of this right over
you, don’t we yet more?
Nevertheless we didn’t use this

right, but we bear all things, that
we may cause no hindrance to the
Good News of Christ. 13 Don’t you
know that thosewho serve around
sacred things eat from the things
of the temple, and those who wait
on thealtarhave theirportionwith
the altar? 14 Even so the Lord
ordained that those who proclaim
the Good News should live from
the Good News.

15 But I have used none of these
things, and I don’t write these
things that it may be done so in
my case; for I would rather die,
than that anyone should make my
boasting void. 16For if I preach the
GoodNews, I havenothing to boast
about, for necessity is laid on me;
but woe is to me if I don’t preach
the Good News. 17For if I do this of
my own will, I have a reward. But
if not ofmy ownwill, I have a stew-
ardship entrusted to me. 18 What
then is my reward? That when
I preach the Good News, I may
present the Good News of Christ
without charge, so as not to abuse
my authority in the Good News.

19For though I was free from all,
I broughtmyself under bondage to
all, that Imight gain themore. 20To
the Jews I became as a Jew, that I
might gain Jews; to those who are
under the law, as under the law,*
that I might gain those who are
under the law; 21 to those who are
without law, as without law (not
beingwithout law towardGod, but
under law toward Christ), that I
might win those who are without
law. 22 To the weak I became as
weak, that I might gain the weak. I
have become all things to all men,

that I may by all means save some.
23Now I do this for the sake of the
Good News, that I may be a joint
partaker of it. 24 Don’t you know
that those who run in a race all
run, but one receives the prize?
Run like that, so that youmay win.
25 Every man who strives in the
games exercises self-control in all
things. Now they do it to receive
a corruptible crown, but we an in-
corruptible. 26 I therefore run like
that, not aimlessly. I fight like that,
not beating the air, 27 but I beat
my body and bring it into submis-
sion, lestbyanymeans, after Ihave
preached to others, Imyself should
be disqualified.

10
1 Now I would not have you ig-

norant, brothers, that our fathers
were all under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea; 2andwere
all baptized intoMoses in the cloud
and in the sea; 3 and all ate the
same spiritual food; 4andall drank
the same spiritual drink. For they
drank of a spiritual rock that fol-
lowed them, and the rock was
Christ. 5 However with most of
them, God was not well pleased,
for they were overthrown in the
wilderness.

6Now these things were our ex-
amples, to the intent we should
not lust after evil things as they
also lusted. 7Don’t be idolaters, as
some of them were. As it is writ-
ten, “The people sat down to eat
and drink, and rose up to play.”✡
8Let’s not commit sexual immoral-
ity, as some of them committed,
and in one day twenty-three thou-
sand fell. 9 Let’s not test Christ,*
as some of them tested, and per-
ished by the serpents. 10 Don’t
grumble, as some of them also
grumbled, and perished by the de-
stroyer. 11 Now all these things

* 9:20 NU adds: though I myself am not under the law ✡ 10:7 Exodus 32:6 * 10:9 NU
reads “the Lord” instead of “Christ”.
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happened to thembyway of exam-
ple, and they were written for our
admonition, on whom the ends of
the ages have come. 12 Therefore
let him who thinks he stands be
careful that he doesn’t fall.

13 No temptation has taken you
except what is common to man.
God is faithful, who will not allow
you to be tempted above what you
are able, but will with the tempta-
tion also make the way of escape,
that youmay be able to endure it.

14 Therefore, my beloved, flee
from idolatry. 15 I speak as to wise
men. Judge what I say. 16 The
cup of blessing which we bless,
isn’t it a sharing of the blood of
Christ? The breadwhichwebreak,
isn’t it a sharing of the body of
Christ? 17Because there is one loaf
of bread, we, who are many, are
one body; for we all partake of
the one loaf of bread. 18 Consider
Israel according to the flesh. Don’t
those who eat the sacrifices partic-
ipate in the altar?

19What am I saying then? That
a thing sacrificed to idols is any-
thing, or that an idol is anything?
20 But I say that the things which
the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacri-
fice to demons and not to God, and
I don’t desire that you would have
fellowship with demons. 21 You
can’t bothdrink the cupof theLord
and the cup of demons. You can’t
both partake of the table of the
Lord and of the table of demons.
22 Or do we provoke the Lord to
jealousy? Are we stronger than
he?

23 “All things are lawful for me,”
but not all things are profitable.
“All things are lawful for me,” but
not all things build up. 24 Let no
one seek his own, but each one
his neighbor’s good. 25 Whatever
is sold in the butcher shop, eat,
asking no question for the sake of

conscience, 26 for “the earth is the
Lord’s, and its fullness.”✡ 27 But
if one of those who don’t believe
invites you to a meal, and you are
inclined to go, eat whatever is set
before you, asking no questions
for the sake of conscience. 28 But
if anyone says to you, “This was
offered to idols,” don’t eat it for
the sake of the one who told you,
and for the sake of conscience. For
“the earth is the Lord’s, with all
its fullness.” 29 Conscience, I say,
not your own, but the other’s con-
science. For why is my liberty
judgedbyanother conscience? 30 If
I partake with thankfulness, why
am I denounced for something I
give thanks for?

31Whether therefore you eat or
drink, or whatever you do, do all
to the glory of God. 32 Give no
occasion for stumbling,whether to
Jews, to Greeks, or to the assembly
of God; 33 even as I also please all
men in all things, not seeking my
own profit, but the profit of the
many, that theymay be saved.

11
1 Be imitators of me, even as I

also am of Christ.
2Now I praise you, brothers, that

you remember me in all things,
and hold firm the traditions, even
as I delivered them to you. 3 But
I would have you know that the
head* of every man is Christ, and
the head† of the woman is man,
and the head‡ of Christ is God.
4 Every man praying or proph-
esying, having his head covered,
dishonors his head. 5 But every
woman praying or prophesying
with her head uncovered dishon-
ors her head. For it is one and the
same thing as if she were shaved.
6 For if a woman is not covered,
let her hair also be cut off. But
if it is shameful for a woman to
have her hair cut off or be shaved,

✡ 10:26 Psalm 24:1 * 11:3 or, origin † 11:3 or, origin ‡ 11:3 or, origin
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let her be covered. 7 For a man
indeed ought not to have his head
covered, because he is the image
and glory of God, but thewoman is
the glory of the man. 8 For man is
not fromwoman, butwoman from
man; 9 for man wasn’t created for
the woman, but woman for the
man. 10 For this cause the woman
ought to have authority over her
own head, because of the angels.

11 Nevertheless, neither is the
woman independent of the man,
nor the man independent of the
woman, in the Lord. 12 For as
woman came from man, so a man
also comes through a woman; but
all things are from God. 13 Judge
for yourselves. Is it appropriate
that a woman pray to God un-
veiled? 14 Doesn’t even nature it-
self teachyou that if amanhas long
hair, it is a dishonor to him? 15But
if a woman has long hair, it is a
glory to her, for her hair is given
to her for a covering. 16 But if any
man seems to be contentious, we
have no such custom, neither do
God’s assemblies.

17 But in giving you this com-
mand I don’t praise you, because
you come together not for the bet-
ter but for the worse. 18For first of
all, when you come together in the
assembly, I hear that divisions ex-
ist among you, and I partly believe
it. 19For therealsomustbe factions
among you, that those who are
approved may be revealed among
you. 20When therefore you assem-
ble yourselves together, it is not the
Lord’s supper that you eat. 21 For
in your eating each one takes his
own supper first. One is hungry,
and another is drunken. 22 What,
don’t you have houses to eat and to
drink in? Or do you despise God’s
assembly and put them to shame
who don’t have enough? What
shall I tell you? Shall I praise you?
In this I don’t praise you.

23 For I received from the Lord
that which also I delivered to you,
that the Lord Jesus on the night in
which hewas betrayed took bread.
24 When he had given thanks, he
broke it and said, “Take, eat. This
is my body, which is broken for
you. Do this in memory of me.”
25 In the same way he also took
the cup after supper, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Do this, as often as you
drink, in memory of me.” 26 For
as often as you eat this bread and
drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

27 Therefore whoever eats this
bread or drinks the Lord’s cup in
a way unworthy of the Lord will
be guilty of the body and the blood
of the Lord. 28 But let a man ex-
amine himself, and so let him eat
of the bread and drink of the cup.
29 For he who eats and drinks in
an unworthy way eats and drinks
judgment to himself if he doesn’t
discern the Lord’s body. 30 For this
cause many among you are weak
and sickly, and not a few sleep.
31 For if we discerned ourselves,
we wouldn’t be judged. 32 But
when we are judged, we are dis-
ciplined by the Lord, that we may
not be condemned with the world.
33 Therefore, my brothers, when
you come together to eat, wait for
one another. 34 But if anyone is
hungry, let him eat at home, lest
your coming together be for judg-
ment. The rest I will set in order
whenever I come.

12
1 Now concerning spiritual

things, brothers, I don’t want
you to be ignorant. 2 You know
that when you were heathen,*
you were led away to those mute
idols, however you might be led.
3 Therefore I make known to you
that no man speaking by God’s

* 12:2 or Gentiles
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Spirit says, “Jesus is accursed.” No
one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” but by
the Holy Spirit.

4Now there are various kinds of
gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There
are various kinds of service, and
the same Lord. 6 There are var-
ious kinds of workings, but the
same God who works all things in
all. 7 But to each one is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the
profit of all. 8 For to one is given
through the Spirit the word of wis-
dom, and to another the word of
knowledge according to the same
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the
same Spirit, and to another gifts of
healings by the same Spirit, 10 and
to another workings of miracles,
and to another prophecy, and to
anotherdiscerningof spirits, to an-
other different kinds of languages,
and to another the interpretation
of languages. 11But theoneand the
same Spirit produces all of these,
distributing to each one separately
as he desires.

12 For as the body is one and has
many members, and all the mem-
bers of the body, being many, are
one body; so also is Christ. 13 For
in one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, whether bond or free; and
were all given to drink into one
Spirit.

14 For the body is not one mem-
ber, but many. 15 If the foot would
say, “Because I’m not the hand, I’m
not part of thebody,” it is not there-
fore not part of the body. 16 If the
ear would say, “Because I’m not
the eye, I’m not part of the body,”
it’s not therefore not part of the
body. 17 If the whole body were an
eye, where would the hearing be?
If the whole were hearing, where
would the smelling be? 18But now
Godhas set themembers, each one
of them, in the body, just as he
desired. 19 If they were all one

member, where would the body
be? 20 But now they are many
members, but one body. 21 The
eye can’t tell the hand, “I have no
need for you,” or again the head to
the feet, “I have no need for you.”
22 No, much rather, those mem-
bers of the body which seem to
be weaker are necessary. 23 Those
parts of the body which we think
to be less honorable, on those
we bestow more abundant honor;
and our unpresentable parts have
more abundant modesty, 24 while
ourpresentablepartshavenosuch
need. But God composed the body
together, giving more abundant
honor to the inferior part, 25 that
there should be no division in the
body, but that themembers should
have the same care for one an-
other. 26 When one member suf-
fers, all themembers sufferwith it.
When one member is honored, all
the members rejoice with it.

27 Now you are the body of
Christ, and members individu-
ally. 28 God has set some in the
assembly: first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, thenmir-
acleworkers, thengifts ofhealings,
helps, governments, and various
kinds of languages. 29 Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Are allmiracleworkers?
30Do all have gifts of healings? Do
all speak with various languages?
Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly
desire the best gifts. Moreover, I
show amost excellent way to you.

13
1 If I speak with the languages

of men and of angels, but don’t
have love, I have become sounding
brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 If
I have the gift of prophecy, and
know all mysteries and all knowl-
edge, and if I have all faith, so as to
removemountains, but don’t have
love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away
all my goods to feed the poor, and
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if I give my body to be burned,
but don’t have love, it profits me
nothing.

4 Love is patient and is kind.
Love doesn’t envy. Love doesn’t
brag, is not proud, 5doesn’t behave
itself inappropriately, doesn’t seek
its ownway, is not provoked, takes
no account of evil; 6doesn’t rejoice
in unrighteousness, but rejoices
with the truth; 7 bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things,
and endures all things.

8 Love never fails. But where
there are prophecies, they will be
done away with. Where there are
various languages, they will cease.
Where there is knowledge, it will
be done away with. 9For we know
in part and we prophesy in part;
10 but when that which is com-
plete has come, then that which
is partial will be done away with.
11When I was a child, I spoke as a
child, I felt as a child, I thought as
a child. Now that I have become
a man, I have put away childish
things. 12 For now we see in a mir-
ror, dimly, but then face to face.
Now I know in part, but then I will
know fully, even as I was also fully
known. 13 But now faith, hope,
and love remain—these three. The
greatest of these is love.

14
1Follow after love and earnestly

desire spiritual gifts, but especially
that you may prophesy. 2 For he
who speaks in another language
speaks not to men, but to God,
for no one understands, but in the
Spirit he speaks mysteries. 3 But
he who prophesies speaks to men
for their edification, exhortation,
and consolation. 4He who speaks
in another language edifies him-
self, but he who prophesies edi-
fies the assembly. 5 Now I de-

sire to have you all speak with
other languages, but even more
that you would prophesy. For he
is greater who prophesies than he
who speaks with other languages,
unless he interprets, that the as-
semblymay be built up.

6 But now, brothers,* if I come
to you speaking with other lan-
guages, what would I profit you
unless I speak to you either by
wayof revelation, orofknowledge,
or of prophesying, or of teaching?
7 Even lifeless things that make a
sound, whether pipe or harp, if
they didn’t give a distinction in the
sounds, how would it be known
what is piped or harped? 8 For
if the trumpet gave an uncertain
sound, who would prepare him-
self for war? 9 So also you, unless
you uttered by the tongue words
easy to understand, how would it
be known what is spoken? For
youwould be speaking into the air.
10 There are, it may be, so many
kinds of languages in the world,
and none of them iswithoutmean-
ing. 11 If then I don’t know the
meaning of the language, I would
be to him who speaks a foreigner,
and he who speaks would be a for-
eigner to me. 12 So also you, since
you are zealous for spiritual gifts,
seek that you may abound to the
building up of the assembly.

13 Therefore let him who speaks
in another language pray that he
may interpret. 14 For if I pray in
another language, my spirit prays,
but my understanding is unfruit-
ful.

15 What should I do? I will
pray with the spirit, and I will
pray with the understanding also.
I will sing with the spirit, and I
will sing with the understanding
also. 16Otherwise, if youblesswith
the spirit, how will he who fills

* 14:6 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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the place of the unlearned say the
“Amen” at your giving of thanks,
seeing he doesn’t know what you
say? 17For you most certainly give
thanks well, but the other person
is not built up. 18 I thank my
God, I speak with other languages
more than you all. 19However, in
the assembly I would rather speak
five words with my understand-
ing, that I might instruct others
also, than ten thousand words in
another language.

20 Brothers, don’t be children
in thoughts, yet in malice be ba-
bies, but in thoughts be mature.
21 In the law it is written, “By
men of strange languages and by
the lips of strangers I will speak
to this people. They won’t even
listen to me that way, says the
Lord.”✡ 22 Therefore other lan-
guages are for a sign, not to those
who believe, but to the unbeliev-
ing; but prophesying is for a sign,
not to the unbelieving, but to those
who believe. 23 If therefore the
whole assembly is assembled to-
gether and all speak with other
languages, andunlearnedorunbe-
lieving people come in, won’t they
say that you are crazy? 24 But if
all prophesy, and someone unbe-
lieving or unlearned comes in, he
is reproved by all, and he is judged
by all. 25 And thus the secrets of
his heart are revealed. So he will
fall down on his face and worship
God, declaring that God is among
you indeed.

26 What is it then, brothers?
When you come together, each one
of you has a psalm, has a teach-
ing, has a revelation, has another
language, or has an interpretation.
Let all things be done to build each
other up. 27 If any man speaks
in another language, let there be
two, or at the most three, and in
turn; and let one interpret. 28 But

if there is no interpreter, let him
keep silent in the assembly, and let
him speak to himself and to God.
29 Let two or three of the prophets
speak, and let the others discern.
30 But if a revelation is made to
another sitting by, let the first keep
silent. 31 For you all can prophesy
one by one, that all may learn and
all may be exhorted. 32 The spirits
of the prophets are subject to the
prophets, 33 for God is not a God
of confusion but of peace, as in all
the assemblies of the saints. 34 Let
the wives be quiet in the assem-
blies, for it has not been permitted
for them to be talking except in
submission, as the law also says,✡
35 if they desire to learn anything.
“Let them ask their own husbands
at home, for it is shameful for a
wife to be talking in the assembly.”
36What!? Was it from you that the
word of God went out? Or did it
come to you alone?

37 If any man thinks himself to
be a prophet or spiritual, let him
recognize the things which I write
to you, that they are the command-
ment of the Lord. 38 But if anyone
is ignorant, let him be ignorant.

39 Therefore, brothers, desire
earnestly to prophesy, and don’t
forbid speaking with other lan-
guages. 40 Let all things be done
decently and in order.

15
1Now I declare to you, brothers,

the Good News which I preached
to you, which also you received, in
which you also stand, 2 by which
also you are saved, if you hold
firmly the word which I preached
to you —unless you believed in
vain.

3 For I delivered to you first of
all that which I also received: that
Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, 4 that he was

✡ 14:21 Isaiah 28:11-12 ✡ 14:34 Deuteronomy 27:9
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buried, that he was raised on the
third day according to the Scrip-
tures, 5 and that he appeared to
Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then
he appeared to over five hundred
brothers at once, most of whom
remain until now, but some have
also fallen asleep. 7 Then he ap-
peared to James, then to all the
apostles, 8 and last of all, as to the
child born at the wrong time, he
appeared to me also. 9 For I am
the least of the apostles, who is
not worthy to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the assembly
of God. 10 But by the grace of God
I am what I am. His grace which
was given tomewas not futile, but
Iworkedmore thanall of them; yet
not I, but the grace of God which
was with me. 11Whether then it is
I or they, so we preach, and so you
believed.

12Now if Christ is preached, that
he has been raised from the dead,
how do some among you say that
there is no resurrection of the
dead? 13But if there is no resurrec-
tion of the dead, neither has Christ
been raised. 14 If Christ has not
been raised, then our preaching is
in vain and your faith also is in
vain. 15Yes, we are also found false
witnesses of God, because we tes-
tified about God that he raised up
Christ, whomhedidn’t raise up if it
is true that the dead are not raised.
16For if the dead aren’t raised, nei-
ther has Christ been raised. 17 If
Christ has not been raised, your
faith is vain; you are still in your
sins. 18 Then they also who are
fallen asleep in Christ have per-
ished. 19 If we have only hoped in
Christ in this life, we are of all men
most pitiable.

20ButnowChrist hasbeen raised
from the dead. He became the
first fruit of those who are asleep.
21 For since death came by man,
the resurrection of the dead also

came by man. 22 For as in Adam
all die, so also in Christ all will
be made alive. 23 But each in his
own order: Christ the first fruits,
then those who are Christ’s at his
coming. 24 Then the end comes,
when he will deliver up the King-
dom to God the Father, when he
will have abolished all rule and
all authority and power. 25 For
he must reign until he has put all
his enemies under his feet. 26 The
last enemy that will be abolished
is death. 27 For, “He put all things
in subjection under his feet.”✡ But
when he says, “All things are put in
subjection”, it is evident that he is
excepted who subjected all things
to him. 28 When all things have
been subjected to him, then the
Son will also himself be subjected
to him who subjected all things to
him, that Godmay be all in all.

29Or else what will they do who
are baptized for the dead? If the
dead aren’t raised at all, why then
are they baptized for the dead?
30 Why do we also stand in jeop-
ardy every hour? 31 I affirm, by
the boasting in you which I have
in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die
daily. 32 If I fought with animals
at Ephesus for human purposes,
what does it profit me? If the
dead are not raised, then “let’s eat
and drink, for tomorrow we die.”✡
33 Don’t be deceived! “Evil com-
panionships corrupt goodmorals.”
34 Wake up righteously and don’t
sin, for somehavenoknowledgeof
God. I say this to your shame.

35 But someone will say, “How
are the dead raised?” and, “With
what kind of body do they come?”
36 You foolish one, that which you
yourself sow is not made alive un-
less it dies. 37 That which you
sow, you don’t sow the body that
will be, but a bare grain, maybe
of wheat, or of some other kind.

✡ 15:27 Psalm 8:6 ✡ 15:32 Isaiah 22:13
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38 But God gives it a body even as
it pleased him, and to each seed
a body of its own. 39 All flesh is
not the same flesh, but there is
one flesh of men, another flesh of
animals, another of fish, and an-
other of birds. 40There are also ce-
lestial bodies and terrestrial bod-
ies; but the glory of the celestial
differs from that of the terrestrial.
41 There is one glory of the sun,
another glory of themoon, and an-
other gloryof the stars; for one star
differs from another star in glory.

42 So also is the resurrection of
the dead. The body is sown perish-
able; it is raised imperishable. 43 It
is sown in dishonor; it is raised in
glory. It is sown in weakness; it
is raised in power. 44 It is sown a
natural body; it is raised a spiritual
body. There is a natural body and
there is also a spiritual body.

45 So also it is written, “The first
manAdambecamea living soul.” ✡
The last Adambecame a life-giving
spirit. 46 However, that which is
spiritual isn’t first, but that which
is natural, then that which is spir-
itual. 47 The first man is of the
earth, made of dust. The second
man is the Lord fromheaven. 48As
is the one made of dust, such are
those who are also made of dust;
and as is the heavenly, such are
they also that are heavenly. 49 As
we have borne the image of those
made of dust, let’s* also bear the
image of the heavenly. 50 Now I
say this, brothers,† that flesh and
blood can’t inherit God’s Kingdom;
neither does the perishable inherit
imperishable.

51 Behold,‡ I tell you a mystery.
We will not all sleep, but we will
all be changed, 52 in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the

last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound and the dead will be
raised incorruptible, and we will
be changed. 53 For this perishable
body must become imperishable,
and this mortal must put on im-
mortality. 54But when this perish-
able bodywill havebecome imper-
ishable, and this mortal will have
put on immortality, then what is
written will happen: “Death is
swallowed up in victory.”✡
55 “Death, where is your sting?

Hades,§ where is your vic-
tory?”✡

56 The sting of death is sin, and
the power of sin is the law. 57 But
thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved
brothers, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the Lord’s
work, because you know that your
labor is not in vain in the Lord.

16
1Now concerning the collection

for the saints: as I commanded
the assemblies of Galatia, you do
likewise. 2On the first day of every
week, let each one of you save as
hemay prosper, that no collections
are made when I come. 3 When
I arrive, I will send whoever you
approve with letters to carry your
gracious gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it is
appropriate for me to go also, they
will go withme.

5 I will come to you when I have
passed through Macedonia, for I
am passing through Macedonia.
6 But with you it may be that I
will stay with you, or even winter
with you, that youmay sendme on
my journey wherever I go. 7 For
I do not wish to see you now in
passing, but I hope to stay a while

✡ 15:45 Genesis 2:7 * 15:49 NU, TR read “wewill” instead of “let’s” † 15:50 Theword for
“brothers” hereandwhere context allowsmayalsobe correctly translated “brothers and sisters”
or “siblings.” ‡ 15:51 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze
at. It is often used as an interjection. ✡ 15:54 Isaiah 25:8 § 15:55 or, Hell ✡ 15:55 See
Hosea 13:14
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with you, if the Lord permits. 8But
I will stay at Ephesus until Pente-
cost, 9 for a great and effective door
has opened to me, and there are
many adversaries.

10NowifTimothycomes, see that
he is with you without fear, for he
does the work of the Lord, as I also
do. 11 Therefore let no one despise
him. But set him forward on his
journey inpeace, thathemaycome
to me; for I expect him with the
brothers.

12 Now concerning Apollos the
brother, I strongly urged him to
come to you with the brothers, but
it was not at all his desire to come
now; but hewill comewhenhehas
an opportunity.

13Watch! Stand firm in the faith!
Be courageous! Be strong! 14Let all
that you do be done in love.

15Now I beg you, brothers—you
know the house of Stephanas, that
it is the first fruits of Achaia, and
that they have set themselves to
serve the saints— 16 that you also
be in subjection to such, and to
everyone who helps in the work
and labors. 17 I rejoice at the
coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus,
and Achaicus; for that which was
lacking on your part, they sup-
plied. 18 For they refreshed my
spirit and yours. Therefore ac-
knowledge thosewho are like that.

19 The assemblies of Asia greet
you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you
warmly in the Lord, together with
the assembly that is in their house.
20All the brothers greet you. Greet
one another with a holy kiss.

21 This greeting is by me, Paul,
with my own hand. 22 If any man
doesn’t love the Lord Jesus Christ,
let him be cursed.* Come, Lord!†
23Thegraceof theLord JesusChrist
bewith you. 24My love to all of you
in Christ Jesus. Amen.

* 16:22 Greek: anathema. † 16:22 Aramaic: Maranatha!
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Paul’s Second Letter
to the Corinthians
1Paul, an apostle of Christ* Jesus

through the will of God, and Tim-
othy our brother, to the assembly
of God which is at Corinth, with all
the saints who are in the whole of
Achaia: 2 Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fa-
ther ofmercies and God of all com-
fort, 4 who comforts us in all our
affliction, that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any af-
fliction, through the comfort with
which we ourselves are comforted
by God. 5 For as the sufferings
of Christ abound to us, even so
our comfort also abounds through
Christ. 6 But if we are afflicted,
it is for your comfort and salva-
tion. If we are comforted, it is
for your comfort, which produces
in you the patient enduring of the
same sufferingswhichwe also suf-
fer. 7Our hope for you is steadfast,
knowing that, since you are par-
takers of the sufferings, so you are
also of the comfort.

8 For we don’t desire to have
you uninformed, brothers,† con-
cerning our affliction which hap-
pened to us in Asia: that we were
weighed down exceedingly, be-
yond our power, so much that we
despaired even of life. 9 Yes, we
ourselves have had the sentence
of death within ourselves, that we
should not trust in ourselves, but
in God who raises the dead, 10who
deliveredusout of so great adeath,
and does deliver, on whom we
have set our hope that he will also
still deliver us, 11 you also helping

togetheronourbehalfbyyour sup-
plication; that, for the gift given to
us by means of many, thanks may
be given by many persons on your
behalf.

12 For our boasting is this: the
testimonyof our conscience that in
holiness and sincerity of God, not
in fleshly wisdom but in the grace
of God, we behaved ourselves in
the world, and more abundantly
toward you. 13 For we write no
other things to you than what you
read or even acknowledge, and I
hope you will acknowledge to the
end— 14 as also you acknowledged
us in part—that we are your boast-
ing, even as you also are ours, in
the day of our Lord Jesus.

15 In this confidence, I was deter-
mined to comefirst to you, that you
might have a secondbenefit, 16and
by you to pass intoMacedonia, and
again from Macedonia to come to
you, and to be sent forward by you
on my journey to Judea. 17When I
therefore planned this, did I show
fickleness? Or the things that I
plan, do I plan according to the
flesh, that withme there should be
the “Yes, yes” and the “No, no?”
18 But as God is faithful, our word
toward you was not “Yes and no.”
19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
who was preached among you by
us—by me, Silvanus, and Timothy
—was not “Yes and no,” but in him
is “Yes.” 20 For however many are
the promises of God, in him is the
“Yes.” Therefore also through him
is the “Amen”, to the glory of God
through us.

21 Now he who establishes us
with you in Christ and anointed us
is God, 22 who also sealed us and
gave us the down payment of the
Spirit in our hearts.

23 But I call God for a witness
to my soul, that to spare you, I

* 1:1 “Christ” means “AnointedOne”. † 1:8 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context
allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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didn’t come to Corinth. 24We don’t
control your faith, but are fellow
workers with you for your joy. For
you stand firm in faith.

2
1 But I determined this for my-

self, that I would not come to you
again in sorrow. 2 For if I make
you grieve, thenwhowillmakeme
glad but he who is made to grieve
by me? 3 And I wrote this very
thing to you, so that when I came,
I wouldn’t have sorrow from them
of whom I ought to rejoice; having
confidence in you all that my joy
would be shared by all of you. 4For
out of much affliction and anguish
of heart I wrote to you with many
tears, not that you should bemade
to grieve, but that youmight know
the love that I have so abundantly
for you.

5 But if any has caused sorrow,
he has caused sorrow not to
me, but in part (that I not press
too heavily) to you all. 6 This
punishment which was inflicted
by the many is sufficient for such
a one; 7 so that, on the contrary,
you should rather forgive him and
comfort him, lest by any means
such a one should be swallowed
up with his excessive sorrow.
8 Therefore I beg you to confirm
your love toward him. 9 For to
this end I also wrote, that I might
know the proof of you, whether
you are obedient in all things.
10 Now I also forgive whomever
you forgive anything. For if indeed
I have forgiven anything, I have
forgiven that one for your sakes in
the presence of Christ, 11 that no
advantage may be gained over us
by Satan, for we are not ignorant
of his schemes.

12 Now when I came to Troas
for the Good News of Christ, and
when a door was opened to me in
the Lord, 13 I had no relief for my

spirit, because I didn’t find Titus
my brother, but taking my leave of
them, I went out into Macedonia.

14Now thanks be to God who al-
ways leads us in triumph in Christ,
and reveals through us the sweet
aroma of his knowledge in every
place. 15For we are a sweet aroma
of Christ to God in those who are
saved and in those who perish:
16 to the one a stench fromdeath to
death, to the other a sweet aroma
from life to life. Who is sufficient
for these things? 17 For we are not
as so many, peddling the word of
God. But as of sincerity, but as of
God, in the sight of God, we speak
in Christ.

3
1Arewebeginning again to com-

mendourselves? Ordoweneed, as
do some, letters of commendation
to you or from you? 2 You are
our letter, written in our hearts,
knownand readbyallmen, 3being
revealed that you are a letter of
Christ, served by us, written not
with ink, but with the Spirit of the
living God; not in tablets of stone,
but in tablets that are hearts of
flesh.

4 Such confidence we have
through Christ toward God, 5 not
that we are sufficient of ourselves
to account anything as from
ourselves; but our sufficiency is
from God, 6 who also made us
sufficient as servants of a new
covenant, not of the letter but of
the Spirit. For the letter kills, but
the Spirit gives life.

7But if the service of death, writ-
ten engraved on stones, camewith
glory, so that the children of Is-
rael could not look steadfastly on
the face of Moses for the glory of
his face, which was passing away,
8 won’t service of the Spirit be
with much more glory? 9 For if
the service of condemnation has
glory, the service of righteousness
exceedsmuchmore in glory. 10For
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most certainly thatwhichhas been
made glorious has not been made
glorious in this respect, by reason
of the glory that surpasses. 11 For
if thatwhich passes awaywaswith
glory, much more that which re-
mains is in glory.

12Having therefore such a hope,
we use great boldness of speech,
13 and not as Moses, who put a veil
on his face so that the children of
Israel wouldn’t look steadfastly on
the end of that which was pass-
ing away. 14 But their minds were
hardened, for until this very day
at the reading of the old covenant
the same veil remains, because in
Christ it passes away. 15But to this
day, whenMoses is read, a veil lies
on their heart. 16 But whenever
someone turns to the Lord, the veil
is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is
the Spirit; and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But
we all, with unveiled face seeing
the glory of the Lord as in a mir-
ror, are transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as
from the Lord, the Spirit.

4
1 Therefore, seeing we have this

ministry, even as we obtained
mercy, we don’t faint. 2 But
we have renounced the hidden
things of shame, not walking
in craftiness nor handling the
word of God deceitfully, but by
the manifestation of the truth
commending ourselves to every
man’s conscience in the sight of
God. 3 Even if our Good News is
veiled, it is veiled in those who are
dying, 4 in whom the god of this
world has blinded theminds of the
unbelieving, that the light of the
Good News of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God, should
not dawn on them. 5 For we don’t
preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus
as Lord, and ourselves as your

servants for Jesus’ sake, 6 seeing
it is Godwho said, “Lightwill shine
out of darkness,”✡ who has shone
in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.

7 But we have this treasure in
clay vessels, that the exceeding
greatness of the power may be of
God and not from ourselves. 8We
are pressed on every side, yet not
crushed; perplexed, yet not to de-
spair; 9 pursued, yet not forsaken;
struck down, yet not destroyed;
10 always carrying in the body the
putting to death of the Lord Jesus,
that the life of Jesus may also be
revealed in our body. 11 For we
who live are always delivered to
death for Jesus’ sake, that the life
also of Jesus may be revealed in
our mortal flesh. 12 So then death
works in us, but life in you.

13 But having the same spirit of
faith, according to that which is
written, “I believed, and therefore
I spoke.”✡ We also believe,
and therefore we also speak,
14 knowing that he who raised
the Lord Jesus will raise us also
with Jesus, and will present us
with you. 15 For all things are for
your sakes, that the grace, being
multiplied through the many, may
cause the thanksgiving to abound
to the glory of God.

16 Therefore we don’t faint, but
though our outward person is de-
caying, yet our inward person is
renewed day by day. 17 For our
light affliction,which is for themo-
ment, works for usmore andmore
exceedingly an eternal weight of
glory, 18while we don’t look at the
things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen. For the
things which are seen are tempo-
ral, but the things which are not
seen are eternal.

✡ 4:6 Genesis 1:3 ✡ 4:13 Psalm 116:10
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5
1 For we know that if the earthly

house of our tent is dissolved, we
have a building from God, a house
not made with hands, eternal, in
the heavens. 2 For most certainly
in this we groan, longing to be
clothed with our habitation which
is from heaven, 3 if indeed be-
ing clothed, we will not be found
naked. 4 For indeed we who are in
this tentdogroan, beingburdened,
not that we desire to be unclothed,
but that we desire to be clothed,
that what is mortal may be swal-
lowed up by life. 5 Now he who
made us for this very thing is God,
who also gave to us the down pay-
ment of the Spirit.

6Therefore we are always confi-
dent and know that while we are
at home in the body, we are ab-
sent from the Lord; 7 for we walk
by faith, not by sight. 8 We are
courageous, I say, and are willing
rather to be absent from the body
and to be at home with the Lord.
9 Therefore also we make it our
aim, whether at home or absent,
to be well pleasing to him. 10 For
we must all be revealed before
the judgment seat of Christ that
each onemay receive the things in
the body according to what he has
done, whether good or bad.

11Knowing therefore the fear of
the Lord, we persuade men, but
we are revealed to God, and I
hope that we are revealed also in
your consciences. 12 For we are
not commending ourselves to you
again, but speak as giving you oc-
casion of boasting on our behalf,
that you may have something to
answer thosewhoboast in appear-
ance and not in heart. 13 For if we
are beside ourselves, it is for God.
Or if we are of sober mind, it is for
you. 14 For the love of Christ com-
pels us; because we judge thus:

that one died for all, therefore all
died. 15He died for all, that those
who live should no longer live to
themselves, but to him who for
their sakes died and rose again.

16 Therefore we know no one
according to the flesh from now
on. Even though we have known
Christ according to the flesh, yet
now we know him so no more.
17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ,
he is anewcreation. Theold things
have passed away. Behold,* all
things have become new. 18 But
all things are of God, who recon-
ciled us to himself through Jesus
Christ, and gave to us the ministry
of reconciliation; 19 namely, that
God was in Christ reconciling the
world to himself, not reckoning to
them their trespasses, and having
committed to us theword of recon-
ciliation.

20Weare thereforeambassadors
on behalf of Christ, as though God
were entreating by us: we beg you
onbehalfofChrist, be reconciled to
God. 21 For him who knew no sin
hemade to be sin on our behalf, so
that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

6
1 Working together, we entreat

also that you do not receive the
grace of God in vain. 2For he says,
“At an acceptable time I listened to

you.
Inadayof salvation Ihelpedyou.”✡
Behold, now is the acceptable

time. Behold, now is the day
of salvation. 3 We give no occa-
sion of stumbling in anything, that
our service may not be blamed,
4 but in everything commending
ourselves as servants of God: in
great endurance, in afflictions, in
hardships, in distresses, 5 in beat-
ings, in imprisonments, in riots, in
labors, in watchings, in fastings,

* 5:17 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”,means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection. ✡ 6:2 Isaiah 49:8
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6 in pureness, in knowledge, inper-
severance, in kindness, in the Holy
Spirit, in sincere love, 7 in theword
of truth, in the power of God, by
the armor of righteousness on the
right hand and on the left, 8 by
glory and dishonor, by evil report
and good report, as deceivers and
yet true, 9as unknownand yetwell
known, as dying and behold—we
live, as punished and not killed,
10 as sorrowful yet always rejoic-
ing, as poor yet makingmany rich,
as having nothing and yet possess-
ing all things.

11 Our mouth is open to you,
Corinthians. Ourheart is enlarged.
12 You are not restricted by us, but
you are restricted by your own af-
fections. 13Now in return—I speak
as to my children—you also open
your hearts.

14Don’t be unequally yokedwith
unbelievers, for what fellowship
do righteousness and iniquity
have? Or what fellowship does
light have with darkness? 15What
agreement does Christ have with
Belial? Or what portion does a
believer have with an unbeliever?
16 What agreement does a temple
ofGodhavewith idols? Foryouare
a temple of the living God. Even
as God said, “I will dwell in them
and walk in them. I will be their
God and they will be my people.”✡
17 Therefore
“ ‘Come out from among them,

and be separate,’ says the
Lord.

‘Touch no unclean thing.
I will receive you.✡

18 I will be to you a Father.
You will be to me sons and
daughters,’

says the Lord Almighty.”✡

7
1 Having therefore these

promises, beloved, let’s cleanse
ourselves from all defilement
of flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.

2 Open your hearts to us. We
wronged no one. We corrupted no
one. We took advantage of no one.
3 I say this not to condemn you, for
I have said before that you are in
our hearts to die together and live
together. 4 Great is my boldness
of speech toward you. Great is my
boasting onyourbehalf. I amfilled
with comfort. I overflow with joy
in all our affliction.

5 For even when we had come
into Macedonia, our flesh had no
relief, but we were afflicted on ev-
ery side. Fightings were outside.
Fear was inside. 6Nevertheless, he
who comforts the lowly, God, com-
forted us by the coming of Titus,
7 and not by his coming only, but
also by the comfort with which he
was comforted in youwhile he told
us of your longing, yourmourning,
and your zeal for me, so that I re-
joiced still more.

8 For though I grieved you with
my letter, I do not regret it, though
I did regret it. For I see that my
lettermade you grieve, though just
for a while. 9 I now rejoice, not
that youwere grieved, but that you
were grieved to repentance. For
you were grieved in a godly way,
that you might suffer loss by us in
nothing. 10 For godly sorrow pro-
duces repentance leading to salva-
tion, which brings no regret. But
the sorrow of the world produces
death. 11 For behold, this same
thing, that you were grieved in a
godly way, what earnest care it
worked in you. Yes, what defense,
indignation, fear, longing, zeal,
and vindication! In everything

✡ 6:16 Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 32:38; Ezekiel 37:27 ✡ 6:17 Isaiah 52:11; Ezekiel 20:34,41
✡ 6:18 2 Samuel 7:14; 7:8
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youdemonstratedyourselves tobe
pure in the matter. 12 So although
I wrote to you, I wrote not for his
cause that did the wrong, nor for
his cause that suffered the wrong,
but that your earnest care for us
might be revealed in you in the
sight of God. 13 Therefore we have
been comforted. In our comfort
we rejoiced the more exceedingly
for the joy of Titus, because his
spirit has been refreshed by you
all. 14 For if in anything I have
boasted to him on your behalf, I
was not disappointed. But as we
spoke all things to you in truth,
so our glorying also which I made
before Titus was found to be truth.
15His affection ismore abundantly
toward you, while he remembers
all of your obedience, how with
fear and trembling you received
him. 16 I rejoice that in everything
I am confident concerning you.

8
1 Moreover, brothers, we make

known to you the grace of God
whichhasbeengiven in theassem-
blies of Macedonia, 2 how in a se-
vere ordeal of affliction, the abun-
dance of their joy and their deep
poverty abounded to the riches of
their generosity. 3 For according
to their power, I testify, yes and
beyond their power, they gave of
their ownaccord, 4begginguswith
muchentreaty to receive this grace
and the fellowship in the service to
the saints. 5Thiswas not aswe had
expected, but first they gave their
own selves to the Lord, and to us
through the will of God. 6 So we
urged Titus, that as he had made
a beginning before, so he would
also complete in you this grace.
7 But as you abound in everything
—in faith, utterance, knowledge,
all earnestness, and in your love

to us—see that you also abound in
this grace.

8 I speak not by way of
commandment, but as proving
through the earnestness of others
the sincerity also of your love.
9 For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, that you through his
poverty might become rich. 10 I
give advice in this: it is expedient
for you who were the first to start
a year ago, not only to do, but also
to be willing. 11 But now complete
the doing also, that as there was
the readiness to be willing, so
there may be the completion also
out of your ability. 12 For if the
readiness is there, it is acceptable
according to what you have, not
according to what you don’t have.
13 For this is not that others may
be eased and you distressed, 14but
for equality. Your abundance at
this present time supplies their
lack, that their abundance also
maybecomeasupply foryour lack,
that there may be equality. 15As it
iswritten, “Hewho gatheredmuch
had nothing left over, and he who
gathered little had no lack.”✡

16But thanks be toGod,whoputs
the same earnest care for you into
the heart of Titus. 17 For he indeed
accepted our exhortation, but be-
ing himself very earnest, he went
out to you of his own accord. 18We
have sent together with him the
brother whose praise in the Good
News is known throughout all the
assemblies. 19 Not only so, but he
was also appointed by the assem-
blies to travel with us in this grace,
which is served by us to the glory
of the Lord himself, and to show
our readiness. 20We are avoiding
this, that anyman should blame us
concerning this abundance which

✡ 8:15 Exodus 16:18
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is administered by us. 21 Having
regard for honorable things, not
only in the sight of the Lord, but
also in the sight of men. 22 We
have sent with them our brother
whomwehavemany timesproved
earnest in many things, but now
much more earnest, by reason of
the great confidence which he has
inyou. 23As forTitus, he ismypart-
ner and fellow worker for you. As
for our brothers, they are the apos-
tles of the assemblies, the glory of
Christ. 24Therefore show theproof
of your love to them before the
assemblies, and of our boasting on
your behalf.

9
1 It is indeed unnecessary forme

to write to you concerning the ser-
vice to the saints, 2 for I know your
readiness, ofwhich I boast on your
behalf to those of Macedonia, that
Achaia has been prepared for the
past year. Your zeal has stirred
up very many of them. 3 But I
have sent the brothers so that our
boasting on your behalf may not
be in vain in this respect, that, just
as I said, you may be prepared,
4 lest by anymeans, if anyone from
Macedonia comes there with me
and finds you unprepared, we (to
say nothing of you) would be dis-
appointed in this confident boast-
ing. 5 I thought it necessary there-
fore to entreat the brothers that
they would go before to you and
arrange ahead of time the gener-
ous gift that you promised before,
that the same might be ready as
a matter of generosity, and not of
greediness.

6 Remember this: he who sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly.
He who sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully. 7 Let each man
give according as he has deter-
mined in his heart, not grudg-

inglyorunder compulsion, forGod
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God
is able to make all grace abound
to you, that you, always having
all sufficiency in everything, may
abound to every good work. 9As it
is written,
“He has scattered abroad. He has

given to the poor.
His righteousness remains
forever.”✡

10Nowmayhewhosupplies seed
to the sower and bread for food,
supply and multiply your seed for
sowing, and increase the fruits of
your righteousness, 11 you being
enriched in everything for all gen-
erosity, which produces thanks-
giving to God through us. 12 For
this service of giving that you per-
form not only makes up for lack
among the saints, but aboundsalso
through much giving of thanks to
God, 13 seeing that through the
proof given by this service, they
glorify God for the obedience of
your confession to the Good News
of Christ and for the generosity of
your contribution to them and to
all, 14 while they themselves also,
with supplication on your behalf,
yearn for you by reason of the
exceeding grace of God in you.
15 Now thanks be to God for his
unspeakable gift!

10
1Now I Paul, myself, entreat you

by the humility and gentleness of
Christ, I who in your presence am
lowly among you, but being absent
am bold toward you. 2 Yes, I beg
you that I may not, when present,
show courage with the confidence
with which I intend to be bold
against some, who consider us to
be walking according to the flesh.
3 For though we walk in the flesh,
we don’t wage war according to
the flesh; 4 for the weapons of our

✡ 9:9 Psalm 112:9
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warfare are not of the flesh, but
mighty before God to the throwing
down of strongholds, 5 throwing
down imaginations andeveryhigh
thing that is exalted against the
knowledge ofGodandbringing ev-
ery thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ, 6 and being in
readiness to avenge all disobedi-
encewhenyourobedience ismade
full.

7 Do you look at things only
as they appear in front of your
face? If anyone trusts in himself
that he is Christ’s, let him consider
this again with himself, that even
as he is Christ’s, so we also are
Christ’s. 8 For even if I boast some-
what abundantly concerning our
authority, which the Lord gave for
building youupandnot for casting
you down, I will not be ashamed,
9 that I may not seem as if I de-
sire to terrify you by my letters.
10 For, “His letters”, they say, “are
weighty and strong, but his bodily
presence is weak, and his speech
is despised.” 11 Let such a per-
son consider this, that whatwe are
in word by letters when we are
absent, such are we also in deed
whenwe are present.

12Forwe are not bold to number
or compare ourselveswith someof
those who commend themselves.
But they themselves, measuring
themselves by themselves, and
comparing themselves with them-
selves, are without understand-
ing. 13 But we will not boast
beyond proper limits, but within
the boundaries with which God
appointed to us, which reach even
to you. 14 For we don’t stretch
ourselves too much, as though
we didn’t reach to you. For we
came even as far as to you with
the Good News of Christ, 15 not
boasting beyond proper limits in
other men’s labors, but having
hope that as your faith grows, we

will be abundantly enlarged by
you inour sphereof influence, 16so
as topreach theGoodNewseven to
the parts beyond you, not to boast
in what someone else has already
done. 17 But “he who boasts, let
him boast in the Lord.”✡ 18 For it
isn’t he who commends himself
who is approved, but whom the
Lord commends.

11
1 Iwish that youwouldbearwith

me in a little foolishness, but in-
deed you do bear with me. 2 For I
am jealous over you with a godly
jealousy. For I promised you in
marriage to one husband, that I
might present you as a pure virgin
to Christ. 3 But I am afraid that
somehow, as the serpent deceived
Eve inhis craftiness, so yourminds
might be corrupted from the sim-
plicity that is in Christ. 4 For if
he who comes preaches another
Jesus whomwe didn’t preach, or if
you receiveadifferent spiritwhich
you didn’t receive, or a different
“good news” which you didn’t ac-
cept, you put up with that well
enough. 5 For I reckon that I am
notat all behind theverybest apos-
tles. 6 But though I am unskilled
in speech, yet I am not unskilled
in knowledge. No, in every way
wehavebeen revealed to you in all
things.

7 Or did I commit a sin in hum-
bling myself that you might be ex-
alted, because I preached to you
God’s Good News free of charge?
8 I robbed other assemblies, tak-
ing wages from them that I might
serve you. 9 When I was present
with you and was in need, I wasn’t
a burden on anyone, for the broth-
ers, when they came from Mace-
donia, supplied themeasure of my
need. In everything I kept myself
from being burdensome to you,

✡ 10:17 Jeremiah 9:24
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and I will continue to do so. 10 As
the truth of Christ is in me, no one
will stop me from this boasting in
the regions of Achaia. 11Why? Be-
cause I don’t love you? God knows.

12 But what I do, that I will con-
tinue to do, that I may cut off
opportunity from those who de-
sire an opportunity, that in which
theyboast, theymaybe recognized
just like us. 13 For such men are
false apostles, deceitful workers,
masquerading as Christ’s apostles.
14 And no wonder, for even Satan
masquerades as an angel of light.
15 It isnogreat thing therefore ifhis
servants also masquerade as ser-
vants of righteousness, whose end
will be according to their works.

16 I say again, let no one think
me foolish. But if so, yet receive
me as foolish, that I alsomay boast
a little. 17 That which I speak, I
don’t speak according to the Lord,
but as in foolishness, in this con-
fidence of boasting. 18 Seeing that
many boast after the flesh, I will
also boast. 19For you bearwith the
foolish gladly, being wise. 20 For
you bear with a man if he brings
you into bondage, if he devours
you, if he takes you captive, if he
exalts himself, or if he strikes you
on the face. 21Tomyshame, I speak
as though we had been weak. Yet
in whatever way anyone is bold
(I speak in foolishness), I am bold
also. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am
I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are
they the offspring* of Abraham?
So am I. 23 Are they servants of
Christ? (I speak as one beside him-
self.) I ammore so: in labors more
abundantly, in prisonsmore abun-
dantly, in stripes above measure,
and in deaths often. 24 Five times
I received forty stripes minus one
from the Jews. 25 Three times I
was beaten with rods. Once I was
stoned. Three times I suffered

shipwreck. I have been anight and
a day in the deep. 26 I have been
in travels often, perils of rivers,
perils of robbers, perils from my
countrymen, perils from the Gen-
tiles, perils in the city, perils in the
wilderness, perils in the sea, perils
among false brothers; 27 in labor
and travail, in watchings often, in
hungerand thirst, in fastingsoften,
and in cold and nakedness.

28 Besides those things that are
outside, there is thatwhichpresses
on me daily: anxiety for all the
assemblies. 29 Who is weak, and
I am not weak? Who is caused
to stumble, and I don’t burn with
indignation?

30 If I must boast, I will boast of
the things that concern my weak-
ness. 31 The God and Father of
the Lord Jesus Christ, he who is
blessed forevermore, knows that I
don’t lie. 32 In Damascus the gov-
ernor under King Aretas guarded
the Damascenes’ city, desiring to
arrest me. 33 I was let down in a
basket through a window by the
wall, and escaped his hands.

12
1 It is doubtless not profitable for

me to boast, but I will come to vi-
sions and revelations of the Lord.
2 I know a man in Christ who was
caught up into the third heaven
fourteen years ago —whether in
the body, I don’t know, or whether
out of the body, I don’t know;
God knows. 3 I know such a man
(whether in the body, or outside
of the body, I don’t know; God
knows), 4 how he was caught up
into Paradise and heard unspeak-
able words, which it is not lawful
for a man to utter. 5 On behalf
of such a one I will boast, but on
my own behalf I will not boast,
except in my weaknesses. 6 For
if I would desire to boast, I will
not be foolish; for I will speak the

* 11:22 or, seed
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truth. But I refrain, so that noman
may think more of me than that
which he sees in me or hears from
me. 7 By reason of the exceeding
greatness of the revelations, that I
should not be exalted excessively,
a thorn in the flesh was given to
me: a messenger of Satan to tor-
ment me, that I should not be ex-
alted excessively. 8 Concerning
this thing, I begged the Lord three
times that itmight depart fromme.
9 He has said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, formy power
is made perfect in weakness.”
Most gladly therefore I will rather
glory in my weaknesses, that the
power of Christ may rest onme.

10 Therefore I take pleasure in
weaknesses, in injuries, in neces-
sities, in persecutions, and in dis-
tresses, for Christ’s sake. For when
I am weak, then am I strong. 11 I
have become foolish in boasting.
You compelled me, for I ought to
have been commended by you, for
I am in no way inferior to the very
best apostles, though I am noth-
ing. 12Truly the signs of an apostle
wereworked among you in all per-
severance, in signs and wonders
and mighty works. 13 For what is
there in which you were made in-
ferior to the rest of the assemblies,
unless it is that I myself was not
a burden to you? Forgive me this
wrong!

14 Behold, this is the third time
I am ready to come to you, and I
will not be a burden to you; for
I seek not your possessions, but
you. For the children ought not
to save up for the parents, but the
parents for the children. 15 I will
most gladly spend and be spent for
your souls. If I loveyoumoreabun-
dantly, am I loved the less? 16Even
so, I myself didn’t burden you. But
you might say that being crafty, I
caught you with deception. 17 Did

I take advantage of you by anyone
of those whom I have sent to you?
18 I exhorted Titus, and I sent the
brother with him. Did Titus take
any advantage of you? Didn’t we
walk in the same spirit? Didn’t we
walk in the same steps?

19 Again, do you think that we
are excusing ourselves to you? In
the sight of Godwe speak in Christ.
But all things, beloved, are for your
edifying. 20 For I am afraid that
perhaps when I come, I might find
you not the way I want to, and that
I might be found by you as you
don’t desire, that perhaps there
would be strife, jealousy, outbursts
of anger, factions, slander, whis-
perings, proud thoughts, or riots,
21 that again when I come my God
would humble me before you, and
I would mourn for many of those
who have sinned before now, and
not repented of the uncleanness,
sexual immorality, and lustfulness
which they committed.

13
1This is the third time I am com-

ing to you. “At the mouth of two or
three witnesses shall every word
be established.”✡ 2 I have warned
previously, and I warn again, as
when I was present the second
time, so now, being absent, I write
to those who have sinned before
nowand toall the rest that if I come
again, I will not spare, 3 seeing
that you seek a proof of Christ who
speaks in me who is not weak, but
is powerful in you. 4 For he was
crucified throughweakness, yet he
lives through the power of God.
For we also are weak in him, but
we will live with him through the
power of God toward you.

5 Examine your own selves,
whether you are in the faith. Test
your own selves. Or don’t you
know about your own selves, that

✡ 13:1 Deuteronomy 19:15
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Jesus Christ is in you? —unless
indeed you are disqualified. 6 But
I hope that you will know that we
aren’t disqualified.

7 Now I pray to God that you do
no evil; not that we may appear
approved, but that youmaydo that
which is honorable, though we
may seem to have failed. 8 For we
can do nothing against the truth,
but for the truth. 9 For we rejoice
when we are weak and you are
strong. We also pray for this: your
becoming perfect. 10For this cause
I write these things while absent,
that I may not deal sharply when
present, according to the authority
which the Lord gave me for build-
ing up and not for tearing down.

11 Finally, brothers, rejoice! Be
perfected. Be comforted. Be of the
same mind. Live in peace, and the
God of love and peace will be with
you. 12 Greet one another with a
holy kiss.

13All the saints greet you.
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, God’s love, and the fellow-
ship of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Galatians

1 Paul, an apostle —not from
men, nor through man, but
through Jesus Christ,* and God the
Father, who raised him from the
dead— 2 and all the brothers† who
are with me, to the assemblies of
Galatia: 3 Grace to you and peace
from God the Father and our Lord
Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself
for our sins, that he might deliver
us out of this present evil age,
according to the will of our God
and Father — 5 to whom be the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

6 Imarvel that you are so quickly
deserting him who called you in
the grace of Christ to a different
“good news”, 7 but there isn’t an-
other “good news.” Only there are
somewho trouble you andwant to
pervert the Good News of Christ.
8 But even though we, or an an-
gel from heaven, should preach to
you any “good news” other than
that which we preached to you, let
him be cursed. 9 As we have said
before, so I now say again: if any
man preaches to you any “good
news” other than that which you
received, let him be cursed.

10For am Inowseeking the favor
of men, or of God? Or am I striving
to please men? For if I were still
pleasing men, I wouldn’t be a ser-
vant of Christ.

11 But I make known to you,
brothers, concerning the Good
News which was preached by me,
that it is not according to man.
12 For I didn’t receive it from
man, nor was I taught it, but it
came to me through revelation
of Jesus Christ. 13 For you have

heard of my way of living in time
past in the Jews’ religion, how
that beyond measure I persecuted
the assembly of God and ravaged
it. 14 I advanced in the Jews’
religion beyond many of my own
age among my countrymen, being
more exceedingly zealous for the
traditions of my fathers. 15 But
when it was the good pleasure
of God, who separated me from
my mother’s womb and called me
through his grace, 16 to reveal his
Son in me, that I might preach
him among the Gentiles, I didn’t
immediately confer with flesh
and blood, 17 nor did I go up
to Jerusalem to those who were
apostles before me, but I went
away into Arabia. Then I returned
to Damascus.

18 Then after three years I went
up to Jerusalem to visit Peter, and
stayedwith himfifteendays. 19But
of the other apostles I saw no one
except James, the Lord’s brother.
20 Now about the things which I
write to you, behold,‡ before God,
I’m not lying. 21Then I came to the
regions of Syria andCilicia. 22 Iwas
still unknownby face to the assem-
blies of Judeawhichwere inChrist,
23 but they only heard, “He who
once persecuted us now preaches
the faith that he once tried to de-
stroy.” 24 So they glorified God in
me.

2
1Then after a period of fourteen

years I went up again to Jerusalem
with Barnabas, taking Titus also
with me. 2 I went up by revela-
tion, and I laid before them the
Good News which I preach among
the Gentiles, but privately before
thosewhowere respected, for fear
that I might be running, or had

* 1:1 “Christ” means “AnointedOne”. † 1:2 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context
allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:20 “Behold”,
from “ἰδοὺ”,means look at, takenotice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is oftenused as an interjection.
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run, in vain. 3 But not even Titus,
who was with me, being a Greek,
was compelled to be circumcised.
4 This was because of the false
brothers secretly brought in, who
stole in to spyout our libertywhich
we have in Christ Jesus, that they
might bring us into bondage, 5 to
whom we gave no place in the
way of subjection, not for an hour,
that the truth of the Good News
might continue with you. 6 But
from thosewhowere reputed to be
important—whatever they were,
it makes no difference to me; God
doesn’t show partiality to man—
they, I say, who were respected
imparted nothing to me, 7 but to
the contrary, when they saw that I
had been entrusted with the Good
News for the uncircumcised, even
as Peter with the Good News for
the circumcised — 8 for he who
worked through Peter in the apos-
tleship with the circumcised also
worked through me with the Gen-
tiles— 9 and when they perceived
the grace that was given to me,
James and Cephas and John, those
who were reputed to be pillars,
gave to Barnabas and me the right
hand of fellowship, that we should
go to the Gentiles, and they to the
circumcision. 10 They only asked
us to remember the poor—which
very thing I was also zealous to do.

11 But when Peter came to Anti-
och, I resisted him to his face, be-
cause he stood condemned. 12 For
before some people came from
James, he ate with the Gentiles.
But when they came, he drew
back and separated himself, fear-
ing those who were of the circum-
cision. 13 And the rest of the Jews
joined him in his hypocrisy, so that
even Barnabas was carried away
with their hypocrisy. 14But when I
saw that theydidn’twalkuprightly
according to the truth of the Good
News, I said to Peter before them

all, “If you, being a Jew, live as the
Gentiles do, and not as the Jews do,
why do you compel the Gentiles to
live as the Jews do?

15 “We, being Jews by nature and
not Gentile sinners, 16yet knowing
that a man is not justified by the
works of the law but through faith
in Jesus Christ, even we believed
in Christ Jesus, that we might be
justified by faith in Christ and not
by theworks of the law, becauseno
flesh will be justified by the works
of the law. 17But ifwhilewe sought
to be justified in Christ, we our-
selves also were found sinners, is
Christ a servant of sin? Certainly
not! 18 For if I build up again
those things which I destroyed, I
prove myself a law-breaker. 19 For
I through the law died to the law,
that I might live to God. 20 I have
been crucified with Christ, and it
is no longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me. That life which I now
live in theflesh, I liveby faith in the
SonofGod,who lovedmeandgave
himself up for me. 21 I don’t reject
the grace of God. For if righteous-
ness is through the law, then Christ
died for nothing!”

3
1 Foolish Galatians, who has be-

witched you not to obey the truth,
beforewhose eyes Jesus Christwas
openly portrayed among you as
crucified? 2 I just want to learn
this from you: Did you receive the
Spirit by theworks of the law, or by
hearing of faith? 3Are you so fool-
ish? Havingbegun in theSpirit, are
you now completed in the flesh?
4 Did you suffer so many things in
vain, if it is indeed in vain? 5 He
therefore who supplies the Spirit
to you and does miracles among
you, does he do it by the works
of the law, or by hearing of faith?
6Even so, Abraham “believed God,

✡ 3:6 Genesis 15:6
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and it was counted to him for righ-
teousness.”✡ 7Know therefore that
those who are of faith are chil-
dren of Abraham. 8 The Scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify
the Gentiles by faith, preached the
Good News beforehand to Abra-
ham, saying, “In youall thenations
will be blessed.”✡ 9 So then, those
who are of faith are blessed with
the faithful Abraham.

10 For as many as are of the
works of the laware under a curse.
For it is written, “Cursed is ev-
eryone who doesn’t continue in
all things that are written in the
book of the law, to do them.”✡
11 Now that no man is justified by
the law before God is evident, for,
“The righteous will live by faith.”✡
12 The law is not of faith, but, “The
man who does them will live by
them.”✡

13 Christ redeemed us from the
curse of the law, having become
a curse for us. For it is written,
“Cursed is everyone who hangs on
a tree,”✡ 14 that the blessing of
Abraham might come on the Gen-
tiles through Christ Jesus, that we
might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith.

15 Brothers, speaking of human
terms, though it is only a man’s
covenant, yet when it has been
confirmed, no one makes it void
or adds to it. 16Now the promises
were spoken to Abraham and to
his offspring.* He doesn’t say,
“To descendants†”, as of many, but
as of one, “To your offspring”,✡
which is Christ. 17 Now I say this:
A covenant confirmed beforehand
by God in Christ, the law, which
came four hundred thirty years af-
ter, does not annul, so as to make
the promise of no effect. 18 For if
the inheritance is of the law, it is

no more of promise; but God has
granted it to Abraham by promise.

19 Then why is there the law? It
was added because of transgres-
sions, until the offspring should
come to whom the promise has
been made. It was ordained
through angels by the hand of a
mediator. 20Now amediator is not
between one, but God is one.

21 Is the law then against the
promises of God? Certainly not!
For if there had been a law given
which could make alive, most cer-
tainly righteousness would have
been of the law. 22 But the Scrip-
ture imprisoned all things under
sin, that the promise by faith in
JesusChristmightbegiven to those
who believe.

23 But before faith came, we
were kept in custody under the
law, confined for the faith which
should afterwards be revealed.
24 So that the law has become our
tutor to bring us to Christ, that we
might be justified by faith. 25 But
now that faith has come, we are no
longer under a tutor. 26For you are
all childrenofGod, through faith in
Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you
as were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. 28 There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slavenor freeman, there is neither
male nor female; for you are all
one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you are
Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s
offspring and heirs according to
promise.

4
1 But I say that so long as the

heir is a child, he is no differ-
ent from a bondservant, though
he is lord of all, 2 but is under
guardians and stewards until the
day appointed by the father. 3 So
we also, when we were children,

✡ 3:8 Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18 ✡ 3:10 Deuteronomy 27:26 ✡ 3:11 Habakkuk 2:4 ✡ 3:12
Leviticus 18:5 ✡ 3:13 Deuteronomy 21:23 * 3:16 or, seed † 3:16 or, seeds ✡ 3:16
Genesis 12:7; 13:15; 24:7
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were held in bondage under the
elemental principles of the world.
4But when the fullness of the time
came, God sent out his Son, born
to a woman, born under the law,
5 that he might redeem those who
were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption as children.
6 And because you are children,
God sent out the Spirit of his Son
into your hearts, crying, “Abba,*
Father!” 7 So you are no longer
a bondservant, but a son; and if a
son, then an heir of God through
Christ.

8 However at that time, not
knowing God, you were in
bondage to those who by nature
are not gods. 9 But now that you
have come to know God, or rather
to be known by God, why do you
turn back again to the weak and
miserable elemental principles, to
which you desire to be in bondage
all overagain? 10Youobservedays,
months, seasons, andyears. 11 I am
afraid for you, that I might have
wastedmy labor for you.

12 I beg you, brothers, become
as I am, for I also have become as
you are. You did me no wrong,
13 but you know that because of
weakness in the flesh I preached
theGoodNews toyou thefirst time.
14 That which was a temptation to
you in my flesh, you didn’t despise
nor reject; but you received me
as an angel of God, even as Christ
Jesus.

15What was the blessing you en-
joyed? For I testify to you that, if
possible, you would have plucked
out your eyes and given them to
me. 16So then, have I become your
enemy by telling you the truth?
17 They zealously seek you in no
good way. No, they desire to alien-
ate you, that you may seek them.

18 But it is always good to be zeal-
ous in a good cause, and not only
when I am present with you.

19 My little children, of whom I
am again in travail until Christ is
formed in you— 20but I couldwish
to be present with you now, and to
changemytone, for Iamperplexed
about you.

21 Tell me, you that desire to
be under the law, don’t you lis-
ten to the law? 22 For it is writ-
ten that Abraham had two sons,
one by the servant, and one by
the free woman. 23 However, the
son by the servant was born ac-
cording to the flesh, but the son by
the free woman was born through
promise. 24 These things con-
tain an allegory, for these are two
covenants. One is from Mount
Sinai, bearing children tobondage,
which is Hagar. 25 For this Hagar
is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and an-
swers to the Jerusalem that exists
now, for she is in bondage with
her children. 26 But the Jerusalem
that is above is free, which is the
mother of us all. 27For it is written,
“Rejoice, you barren who don’t

bear.
Break out and shout, you who
don’t travail.

For the desolate women have
more children than herwho
has a husband.” ✡

28 Now we, brothers, as Isaac
was, are children of promise.
29 But as then, he who was born
according to the flesh persecuted
himwhowasbornaccording to the
Spirit, so also it is now. 30However,
what does the Scripture say?
“Throw out the servant and her
son, for the son of the servant will
not inherit with the son of the free
woman.”✡ 31 So then, brothers, we
are not children of a servant, but
of the free woman.

* 4:6 Abba is a Greek spelling for the Aramaic word for “Father” or “Daddy” used in a familiar,
respectful, and loving way. ✡ 4:27 Isaiah 54:1 ✡ 4:30 Genesis 21:10
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5
1 Stand firm therefore in the lib-

erty by which Christ has made us
free, and don’t be entangled again
with a yoke of bondage.

2 Behold, I, Paul, tell you that
if you receive circumcision, Christ
will profit you nothing. 3 Yes, I
testify again to every man who
receives circumcision that he is a
debtor to do the whole law. 4 You
are alienated fromChrist, youwho
desire to be justified by the law.
You have fallen away from grace.
5 For we through the Spirit, by
faith wait for the hope of righ-
teousness. 6For in Christ Jesus nei-
ther circumcision nor uncircumci-
sionamounts to anything, but faith
working through love.

7 You were running well! Who
interfered with you that you
should not obey the truth? 8 This
persuasion is not from him who
calls you. 9 A little yeast grows
through the whole lump. 10 I have
confidence toward you in the Lord
that you will think no other way.
But he who troubles you will bear
his judgment, whoever he is.

11But I, brothers, if I still preach
circumcision, why am I still perse-
cuted? Then the stumbling block
of the cross has been removed. 12 I
wish that those who disturb you
would cut themselves off.

13 For you, brothers, were called
for freedom. Only don’t use your
freedom as an opportunity for the
flesh, but through love be servants
to one another. 14 For the whole
law is fulfilled in one word, in
this: “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.”✡ 15 But if you bite
and devour one another, be care-
ful that you don’t consume one an-
other.

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit,
and you won’t fulfill the lust of the
flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against

theSpirit, and theSpirit against the
flesh; and theseare contrary toone
another, that you may not do the
things that you desire. 18But if you
are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the law. 19 Now the deeds
of the flesh are obvious, which are:
adultery, sexual immorality, un-
cleanness, lustfulness, 20 idolatry,
sorcery, hatred, strife, jealousies,
outbursts of anger, rivalries, divi-
sions, heresies, 21 envy, murders,
drunkenness, orgies, and things
like these; ofwhich I forewarnyou,
even as I also forewarned you, that
thosewhopractice such thingswill
not inherit God’s Kingdom.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faith,*
23 gentleness, and self-control.
Against such things there is no law.
24Those who belong to Christ have
crucified thefleshwith its passions
and lusts.

25 If we live by the Spirit, let’s
also walk by the Spirit. 26 Let’s not
become conceited, provoking one
another, and envying one another.

6
1 Brothers, even if a man is

caught in some fault, you who are
spiritual must restore such a one
in a spirit of gentleness, looking
to yourself so that you also aren’t
tempted. 2 Bear one another’s
burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ. 3For if aman thinkshimself
to be something when he is noth-
ing, he deceives himself. 4 But let
each man examine his own work,
and then he will have reason to
boast in himself, and not in some-
one else. 5 For each man will bear
his own burden.

6 But let him who is taught in
theword shareall good thingswith
himwho teaches.

7 Don’t be deceived. God is not
mocked, for whatever aman sows,

✡ 5:14 Leviticus 19:18 * 5:22 or, faithfulness
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that he will also reap. 8For he who
sows to his own flesh will from
the flesh reap corruption. But he
who sows to the Spirit will from
the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 Let’s
not be weary in doing good, for we
will reap in due season if we don’t
give up. 10 So then, as we have
opportunity, let’s do what is good
toward all men, and especially to-
ward those who are of the house-
hold of the faith.

11 See with what large letters I
write to you with my own hand.
12Asmanyasdesire tomakeagood
impression in the flesh compel you
to be circumcised, just so theymay
not be persecuted for the cross of
Christ. 13 For even they who re-
ceive circumcision don’t keep the
law themselves, but they desire to
have you circumcised, so that they
may boast in your flesh. 14 But
far be it from me to boast ex-
cept in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, through which the world
has been crucified to me, and I to
the world. 15 For in Christ Jesus
neither is circumcision anything,
noruncircumcision, but anewcre-
ation. 16 As many as walk by this
rule, peace andmercy be on them,
and on God’s Israel.

17From now on, let no one cause
me any trouble, for I bear the
marks of the Lord Jesus branded
onmy body.

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit, broth-
ers. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Ephesians

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ* Je-
sus through the will of God, to the
saints who are at Ephesus, and the
faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to
you and peace from God our Fa-
ther and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places
in Christ, 4 even as he chose us
in him before the foundation of
the world, that we would be holy
and without defect before him in
love, 5 having predestined us for
adoption as children through Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the
good pleasure of his desire, 6 to
the praise of the glory of his grace,
by which he freely gave us favor
in the Beloved. 7 In him we have
our redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace
8which hemade to abound toward
us in all wisdom and prudence,
9 making known to us the mys-
tery of his will, according to his
good pleasure which he purposed
in him 10 to an administration of
the fullness of the times, to sum up
all things in Christ, the things in
the heavens and the things on the
earth, in him. 11We were also as-
signed an inheritance in him, hav-
ing been foreordained according
to the purpose of himwho does all
things after the counsel of his will,
12 to the end that we should be to
the praise of his glory, we who had
before hoped in Christ. 13 In him
you also, having heard theword of
the truth, the Good News of your
salvation—in whom, having also
believed, youwere sealed with the

promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a
pledgeofour inheritance, to the re-
demption of God’s ownpossession,
to the praise of his glory.

15 For this cause I also, having
heard of the faith in the Lord Je-
sus which is among you and the
love which you have toward all
the saints, 16 don’t cease to give
thanks for you, making mention
of you in my prayers, 17 that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give to you
a spirit of wisdom and revelation
in the knowledge of him, 18having
the eyes of your hearts† enlight-
ened, that you may know what is
the hope of his calling, and what
are the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in the saints, 19 and
what is the exceeding greatness of
his power toward us who believe,
according to that working of the
strength of his might 20 which he
worked in Christ when he raised
him from the dead and made him
to sit at his right hand in the heav-
enly places, 21 far above all rule,
authority, power, dominion, and
everyname that is named, not only
in this age, but also in that which
is to come. 22 He put all things in
subjection under his feet, and gave
him to be head over all things for
the assembly, 23which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in
all.

2
1Youweremade alive when you

were dead in transgressions and
sins, 2 in which you once walked
according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit
who now works in the children of
disobedience. 3 We also all once
lived among them in the lusts of
our flesh, doing the desires of the
flesh and of the mind, and were

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:18 TR reads “understanding” instead of “hearts”
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by nature children of wrath, even
as the rest. 4 But God, being rich
in mercy, for his great love with
which he loved us, 5evenwhenwe
were dead through our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ
—by grace you have been saved—
6 and raised us up with him, and
madeus to sitwithhim in theheav-
enly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that
in the ages to come he might show
the exceeding riches of his grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Je-
sus; 8 for by grace you have been
saved through faith, and thatnotof
yourselves; it is thegift ofGod, 9not
of works, that no one would boast.
10 For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good
works,whichGodpreparedbefore
that we would walk in them.

11 Therefore remember that
once you, the Gentiles in the flesh,
who are called “uncircumcision”
by that which is called “circumci-
sion” (in the flesh,made byhands),
12 that you were at that time
separate from Christ, alienated
from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers from the covenants
of thepromise, havingnohopeand
without God in the world. 13 But
now in Christ Jesus you who once
were far off are made near in the
blood of Christ. 14 For he is our
peace, who made both one, and
broke down the middle wall of
separation, 15 having abolished
in his flesh the hostility, the law
of commandments contained in
ordinances, that he might create
in himself one new man of the
two, making peace, 16 and might
reconcile them both in one body
to God through the cross, having
killed the hostility through it. 17He
came and preached peace to you
who were far off and to those
who were near. 18 For through
him we both have our access in
one Spirit to the Father. 19 So

then you are no longer strangers
and foreigners, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and of the
household of God, 20 being built
on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the chief cornerstone; 21 in
whom the whole building, fitted
together, grows into a holy temple
in the Lord; 22 in whom you also
are built together for a habitation
of God in the Spirit.

3
1 For this cause I, Paul, am the

prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf
of you Gentiles, 2 if it is so that you
have heard of the administration
of that grace of God which was
givenme towardyou, 3how that by
revelation the mystery was made
known to me, as I wrote before in
few words, 4 by which, when you
read, you can perceive my under-
standing in the mystery of Christ,
5 which in other generations was
not made known to the children of
men, as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets
in the Spirit, 6 that the Gentiles are
fellow heirs and fellow members
of the body, and fellow partak-
ers of his promise in Christ Jesus
through the Good News, 7of which
I was made a servant according
to the gift of that grace of God
which was given me according to
the working of his power. 8 To
me, the very least of all saints, was
this grace given, to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ, 9 and to make all men
see what is the administration* of
the mystery which for ages has
been hidden in God, who created
all things through Jesus Christ, 10 to
the intent that now through the
assembly the manifold wisdom of
God might be made known to the
principalities and the powers in

* 3:9 TR reads “fellowship” instead of “administration”
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the heavenly places, 11 according
to the eternal purpose which he
accomplished in Christ Jesus our
Lord. 12 In him we have boldness
and access in confidence through
our faith in him. 13Therefore I ask
that you may not lose heart at my
troubles for you, which are your
glory.

14For this cause, I bowmy knees
to the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 15 from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named,
16 that he would grant you, ac-
cording to the riches of his glory,
that youmaybe strengthenedwith
power through his Spirit in the
inner person, 17 that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith,
to the end that you, being rooted
and grounded in love, 18 may be
strengthened to comprehend with
all the saints what is the width and
lengthandheight anddepth, 19and
to know Christ’s love which sur-
passes knowledge, that youmaybe
filled with all the fullness of God.

20 Now to him who is able to do
exceedingly abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to
the power that works in us, 21 to
him be the glory in the assembly
and in Christ Jesus to all genera-
tions, forever and ever. Amen.

4
1 I therefore, the prisoner in the

Lord, beg you to walk worthily of
the calling with which you were
called, 2with all lowliness and hu-
mility, with patience, bearing with
one another in love, 3 being eager
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace. 4There is one body
and one Spirit, even as you also
were called in one hope of your
calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, 6 one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all
and in us all. 7 But to each one of
us, the grace was given according

to the measure of the gift of Christ.
8Therefore he says,
“When he ascended on high,

he led captivity captive,
and gave gifts to people.”✡

9Now this, “He ascended”, what is
it but that he also first descended
into the lower parts of the earth?
10 He who descended is the one
who also ascended far above all
the heavens, that he might fill all
things.

11 He gave some to be apostles;
and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, shepherds*
and teachers; 12 for the perfecting
of the saints, to the work of serv-
ing, to the building up of the body
of Christ, 13 until we all attain to
the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a
full grown man, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ,
14 that we may no longer be chil-
dren, tossed back and forth and
carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the trickery ofmen, in
craftiness, after the wiles of error;
15 but speaking truth in love, we
may grow up in all things into him
who is the head, Christ, 16 from
whomall thebody, beingfitted and
knit together through that which
every joint supplies, according to
the working in measure of each
individual part, makes the body
increase to the building up of itself
in love.

17 This I say therefore, and tes-
tify in the Lord, that you no longer
walk as the rest of the Gentiles also
walk, in the futility of their mind,
18 being darkened in their under-
standing, alienated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that
is in them, because of the harden-
ing of their hearts. 19 They, having
become callous, gave themselves
up to lust, to work all uncleanness
with greediness. 20 But you didn’t

✡ 4:8 Psalm 68:18 * 4:11 or, pastors
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learn Christ that way, 21 if indeed
you heard him and were taught
in him, even as truth is in Jesus:
22 that you put away, as concerning
your former way of life, the old
man that grows corrupt after the
lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be
renewed in the spirit of yourmind,
24 and put on the newman, who in
the likeness of God has been cre-
ated in righteousness and holiness
of truth.

25Therefore, putting away false-
hood, speak truth each one with
his neighbor, for we are members
of one another. 26 “Be angry, and
don’t sin.”✡ Don’t let the sun go
down on your wrath, 27 and don’t
give place† to the devil. 28 Let him
who stole steal nomore; but rather
let him labor, producing with his
hands something that is good, that
he may have something to give to
him who has need. 29 Let no cor-
rupt speech proceed out of your
mouth, but only what is good for
building others up as the needmay
be, that it may give grace to those
who hear. 30Don’t grieve the Holy
Spirit of God, in whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption.
31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger,
outcry, and slander be put away
from you, with all malice. 32 And
be kind to one another, tender
hearted, forgiving each other, just
as God also in Christ forgave you.

5
1 Be therefore imitators of God,

as beloved children. 2Walk in love,
even as Christ also loved us and
gave himself up for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling fragrance.

3 But sexual immorality, and all
uncleanness or covetousness, let
it not even be mentioned among

you, as becomes saints; 4 nor filth-
iness, nor foolish talking, nor jest-
ing,which arenot appropriate, but
rather giving of thanks.

5Know this for sure, that no sex-
ually immoral person, norunclean
person, nor covetous man (who is
an idolater), has any inheritance in
the Kingdom of Christ and God.

6 Let no one deceive you with
empty words, for because of these
things the wrath of God comes
on the children of disobedience.
7Thereforedon’t bepartakerswith
them. 8 For you were once dark-
ness, but are now light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light, 9 for the
fruit of the Spirit is in all good-
ness and righteousness and truth,
10 proving what is well pleasing
to the Lord. 11 Have no fellow-
ship with the unfruitful deeds of
darkness, but rather even reprove
them. 12 For it is a shame even to
speak of the thingswhich are done
by them in secret. 13But all things,
when they are reproved, are re-
vealed by the light, for everything
that reveals is light. 14Thereforehe
says, “Awake, you who sleep, and
arise from thedead, andChristwill
shine on you.”

15 Therefore watch carefully
how you walk, not as unwise,
but as wise, 16 redeeming the
time, because the days are evil.
17 Therefore, don’t be foolish, but
understand what the will of the
Lord is. 18 Don’t be drunken with
wine, in which is dissipation, but
befilledwith the Spirit, 19speaking
to one another in psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs; singing and
making melody in your heart to
the Lord; 20 giving thanks always
concerning all things in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ to God,
even the Father; 21 subjecting
yourselves to one another in the
fear of Christ.

✡ 4:26 Psalm 4:4 † 4:27 or, opportunity
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22Wives, be subject to your own
husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For
thehusband is theheadof thewife,
as Christ also is the head of the
assembly, being himself the savior
of the body. 24But as the assembly
is subject to Christ, so let the wives
also be to their own husbands in
everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved the as-
sembly and gave himself up for
her, 26 that he might sanctify her,
having cleansed her by the wash-
ing of water with the word, 27 that
he might present the assembly to
himself gloriously, not having spot
or wrinkle or any such thing, but
that she should be holy and with-
out defect. 28 Even so husbands
also ought to love their own wives
as their own bodies. He who
loves his own wife loves himself.
29 For no man ever hated his own
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes
it, even as the Lord also does the
assembly, 30 because we are mem-
bers of his body, of his flesh and
bones. 31 “For this cause amanwill
leave his father and mother and
will be joined to his wife. Then
the two will become one flesh.”✡
32Thismystery is great, but I speak
concerning Christ and the assem-
bly. 33 Nevertheless each of you
must also love his own wife even
as himself; and let thewife see that
she respects her husband.

6
1 Children, obey your parents in

the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor
your father and mother,” which
is the first commandment with a
promise: 3“that itmaybewellwith
you, and you may live long on the
earth.” ✡

4You fathers, don’t provoke your
children to wrath, but nurture
them in the discipline and instruc-
tion of the Lord.

5 Servants, be obedient to those
whoaccording to thefleshareyour
masters, with fear and trembling,
in singleness of your heart, as to
Christ, 6 not in the way of ser-
vice only when eyes are on you,
as men pleasers, but as servants
of Christ, doing the will of God
from the heart, 7 with good will
doingserviceas to theLordandnot
to men, 8 knowing that whatever
good thing each one does, he will
receive the same good again from
the Lord, whether he is bound or
free.

9Youmasters, do the same things
to them, and give up threatening,
knowing that he who is both their
Master and yours is in heaven, and
there is no partiality with him.

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord
and in the strength of his might.
11 Put on the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to
stand against the wiles of the
devil. 12 For our wrestling is
not against flesh and blood, but
against the principalities, against
the powers, against the world’s
rulers of the darkness of this age,
and against the spiritual forces
of wickedness in the heavenly
places. 13 Therefore put on the
whole armor of God, that you may
be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand.
14 Stand therefore, having the
utility belt of truth buckled around
your waist, and having put on
the breastplate of righteousness,
15 and having fitted your feet with
the preparation of the Good News
of peace, 16 above all, taking up
the shield of faith, with which you
will be able to quench all the fiery
darts of the evil one. 17 And take
the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the
word* of God; 18 with all prayer

✡ 5:31 Genesis 2:24 ✡ 6:3 Deuteronomy5:16 * 6:17 from theGreek “ῥῆμα” (rhema),which
means “spoken word”
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and requests, praying at all times
in the Spirit, and being watchful
to this end in all perseverance and
requests for all the saints. 19 Pray
for me, that utterance may be
given to me in opening my mouth,
to make known with boldness
the mystery of the Good News,
20 for which I am an ambassador
in chains; that in it I may speak
boldly, as I ought to speak.

21 But that you also may know
my affairs, how I am doing, Ty-
chicus, the beloved brother and
faithful servant in the Lord, will
make known to you all things. 22 I
have sent him to you for this very
purpose, that you may know our
state and that hemay comfort your
hearts.

23 Peace be to the brothers, and
love with faith, from God the Fa-
ther and the Lord Jesus Christ.
24Grace be with all those who love
our Lord Jesus Christ with incor-
ruptible love. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Philippians

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of
Jesus Christ,* to all the saints in
Christ Jesus who are at Philippi,
with the overseers† and servants:‡
2 Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

3 I thank my God whenever I re-
member you, 4 always in every re-
quest of mine on behalf of you all,
making my requests with joy, 5 for
your partnership§ in furtherance
of theGoodNews from thefirst day
until now; 6being confident of this
very thing, that he who began a
good work in you will complete it
until the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is
even right for me to think this way
on behalf of all of you, because I
haveyou inmyheart, becauseboth
inmybondsand in thedefenseand
confirmation of the Good News,
you all are partakers with me of
grace. 8ForGod ismywitness, how
I long after all of you in the tender
mercies of Christ Jesus.

9 This I pray, that your love may
abound yet more and more in
knowledge and all discernment,
10 so that you may approve the
things that are excellent, that
you may be sincere and without
offense to the day of Christ,
11 being filled with the fruits of
righteousness which are through
Jesus Christ, to the glory andpraise
of God.

12 Now I desire to have you
know, brothers,* that the things
which happened to me have
turned out rather to the progress

of the Good News, 13 so that it
became evident to the whole
palace† guard, and to all the rest,
that my bonds are in Christ, 14 and
that most of the brothers in the
Lord, being confident through my
bonds, are more abundantly bold
to speak the word of God without
fear. 15 Some indeed preach Christ
even out of envy and strife, and
some also out of good will. 16 The
former insincerely preach Christ
from selfish ambition, thinking
that they add affliction to my
chains; 17but the latter out of love,
knowing that I am appointed for
the defense of the Good News.

18What does itmatter? Only that
in every way, whether in pretense
or in truth, Christ is proclaimed. I
rejoice in this, yes, andwill rejoice.
19 For I know that this will turn
out to my salvation through your
prayers and the supply of the Spirit
of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my
earnest expectation and hope, that
I will in no way be disappointed,
but with all boldness, as always,
now also Christ will be magnified
in my body, whether by life or by
death. 21For to me to live is Christ,
and to die is gain. 22 But if I live
on in the flesh, this will bring fruit
from my work; yet I don’t know
what Iwill choose. 23But I amhard
pressed between the two, having
the desire to depart and be with
Christ, which is far better. 24 Yet to
remain in theflesh ismoreneedful
for your sake. 25 Having this con-
fidence, I know that I will remain,
yes, and remain with you all for
your progress and joy in the faith,
26 that your boasting‡ may abound
in Christ Jesus in me through my
presence with you again.

27 Only let your way of life be
* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:1 or, superintendents, or bishops ‡ 1:1 Or,
deacons § 1:5 The word translated “partnership” (κοινωνίᾳ) also means “fellowship” and
“sharing”. * 1:12 Theword for “brothers” hereandwherecontextallowsmayalsobecorrectly
translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” † 1:13 or, praetorian ‡ 1:26 or, rejoicing
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worthy of the GoodNews of Christ,
that whether I come and see you
or am absent, I may hear of your
state, that you stand firm in one
spirit,withone soul striving for the
faith of the Good News; 28 and in
nothing frightened by the adver-
saries, which is for them a proof
of destruction, but to you of salva-
tion, and that fromGod. 29Because
it has been granted to you on be-
half of Christ, not only to believe
in him, but also to suffer on his
behalf, 30 having the same conflict
whichyousaw inmeandnowhear
is in me.

2
1 If therefore there is any ex-

hortation in Christ, if any conso-
lation of love, if any fellowship of
the Spirit, if any tender mercies
and compassion, 2makemy joy full
by being like-minded, having the
same love, being of one accord, of
onemind; 3doing nothing through
rivalry or through conceit, but in
humility, each counting others bet-
ter than himself; 4 each of you not
just looking to his own things, but
each of you also to the things of
others.

5Have this in your mind, which
was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, ex-
isting in the form of God, didn’t
consider equality with God a thing
to be grasped, 7 but emptied him-
self, taking the form of a ser-
vant, being made in the likeness
of men. 8 And being found in hu-
man form, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the point of
death, yes, the death of the cross.
9ThereforeGodalsohighly exalted
him, and gave to him the name
which is above every name, 10 that
at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of those in heaven,
those on earth, and those under
the earth, 11 and that every tongue

should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory ofGod the Father.

12 So then, my beloved, even as
you have always obeyed, not only
in my presence, but now much
more in my absence, work out
your own salvation with fear and
trembling. 13 For it is God who
works in you both to will and to
work for his good pleasure.

14 Do all things without com-
plaining and arguing, 15 that you
may become blameless and harm-
less, children of God without de-
fect in the middle of a crooked
and perverse generation, among
whom you are seen as lights in the
world, 16 holding up the word of
life, that I may have something to
boast in the day of Christ that I
didn’t run invainnor labor invain.
17Yes, and if I ampouredout on the
sacrifice and service of your faith,
I am glad and rejoice with you all.
18 In the sameway, you also should
be glad and rejoice withme.

19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus
to send Timothy to you soon, that
I also may be cheered up when I
know how you are doing. 20 For I
have no one else like-minded, who
will truly care about you. 21 For
they all seek their own, not the
things of Jesus Christ. 22 But you
know that he has proved himself.
As a child serves a father, so he
served with me in furtherance of
theGoodNews. 23Therefore I hope
to sendhimat once, as soon as I see
how itwill gowithme. 24But I trust
in the Lord that I myself also will
come shortly.

25 But I thought it necessary
to send to you Epaphroditus, my
brother, fellow worker, fellow sol-
dier, and your apostle and servant
of my need, 26 since he longed for
you all, and was very troubled be-
cause you had heard that he was
sick. 27 For indeed he was sick
nearly todeath, butGodhadmercy
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on him, and not on him only, but
on me also, that I might not have
sorrow on sorrow. 28 I have sent
him therefore the more diligently,
that when you see him again, you
may rejoice, and that I may be
the less sorrowful. 29 Receive him
therefore in the Lord with all joy,
and hold such people in honor,
30because for thework of Christ he
came near to death, risking his life
to supply thatwhichwas lacking in
your service towardme.

3
1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in

the Lord! To write the same things
to you, to me indeed is not tire-
some, but for you it is safe.

2 Beware of the dogs; beware of
the evil workers; beware of the
false circumcision. 3Forweare the
circumcision, who worship God in
the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ
Jesus, and have no confidence in
the flesh; 4 though I myself might
have confidence even in the flesh.
If any other man thinks that he
has confidence in the flesh, I yet
more: 5 circumcised the eighth
day, of the stock of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of He-
brews; concerning the law, a Phar-
isee; 6 concerning zeal, persecut-
ing the assembly; concerning the
righteousness which is in the law,
found blameless.

7 However, I consider those
things that were gain to me as
a loss for Christ. 8 Yes most
certainly, and I count all things
to be a loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus,
my Lord, for whom I suffered
the loss of all things, and count
them nothing but refuse, that I
may gain Christ 9 and be found in
him, not having a righteousness
of my own, that which is of the
law, but that which is through
faith in Christ, the righteousness
which is from God by faith,

10 that I may know him and the
power of his resurrection, and
the fellowship of his sufferings,
becoming conformed to his death,
11 if by any means I may attain to
the resurrection from the dead.
12Not that I have already obtained,
or am already made perfect; but
I press on, that I may take hold of
that forwhichalso Iwas takenhold
of by Christ Jesus.

13Brothers, I don’t regardmyself
as yet having taken hold, but one
thing I do: forgetting the things
which are behind and stretching
forward to the thingswhicharebe-
fore, 14 I press on toward the goal
for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus. 15Let us there-
fore, as many as are perfect, think
this way. If in anything you think
otherwise,Godwill also reveal that
to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the ex-
tent thatwe have already attained,
let’swalk by the same rule. Let’s be
of the samemind.

17 Brothers, be imitators to-
gether of me, and note those
who walk this way, even as you
have us for an example. 18 For
many walk, of whom I told you
often, and now tell you even
weeping, as the enemies of the
cross of Christ, 19 whose end is
destruction, whose god is the
belly, and whose glory is in their
shame, who think about earthly
things. 20 For our citizenship is in
heaven, from where we also wait
for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,
21who will change the body of our
humiliation to be conformed to the
body of his glory, according to the
working by which he is able even
to subject all things to himself.

4
1 Therefore, my brothers,

beloved and longed for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in
this way, my beloved.
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2 I exhort Euodia, and I exhort
Syntyche, to think the sameway in
the Lord. 3Yes, I beg you also, true
partner, help these women, for
they labored with me in the Good
News with Clement also, and the
rest of my fellow workers, whose
names are in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always!
Again I will say, “Rejoice!” 5 Let
your gentleness be known to all
men. The Lord is at hand. 6 In
nothing be anxious, but in every-
thing, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known to God. 7 And the
peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your
hearts and your thoughts in Christ
Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever
things are true, whatever things
are honorable, whatever things
are just, whatever things are
pure, whatever things are lovely,
whatever things are of good
report: if there is any virtue and
if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things.
9Do the things which you learned,
received, heard, and saw in me,
and the God of peace will be with
you.

10 But I rejoice in the Lord
greatly that now at length you
have revived your thought for
me; in which you did indeed
take thought, but you lacked
opportunity. 11 Not that I speak
because of lack, for I have learned
in whatever state I am, to be
content in it. 12 I know how to
be humbled, and I also know
how to abound. In any and all
circumstances I have learned the
secret both to be filled and to be
hungry, both to abound and to
be in need. 13 I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens
me. 14 However you did well
that you shared in my affliction.
15 You yourselves also know, you

Philippians, that in the beginning
of theGoodNews,when I departed
from Macedonia, no assembly
shared with me in the matter
of giving and receiving but you
only. 16 For even in Thessalonica
you sent once and again to my
need. 17 Not that I seek for the
gift, but I seek for the fruit that
increases to your account. 18 But
I have all things and abound. I
am filled, having received from
Epaphroditus the things that
came from you, a sweet-smelling
fragrance, an acceptable and well-
pleasing sacrifice to God. 19 My
God will supply every need of
yours according to his riches in
glory in Christ Jesus. 20 Now to
our God and Father be the glory
forever and ever! Amen.

21 Greet every saint in Christ Je-
sus. The brotherswho arewithme
greet you. 22 All the saints greet
you, especially those who are of
Caesar’s household.

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to the
Colossians

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ* Je-
sus through the will of God, and
Timothy our brother, 2 to the saints
and faithful brothers† in Christ at
Colossae: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

3 We give thanks to God the Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, pray-
ing always for you, 4 having heard
of your faith in Christ Jesus and of
the lovewhich youhave toward all
the saints, 5 because of the hope
which is laid up for you in the
heavens, of which you heard be-
fore in the word of the truth of the
Good News 6 which has come to
you, even as it is in all the world
and is bearing fruit and growing,
as it does in you also, since the day
you heard and knew the grace of
God in truth, 7 even as you learned
from Epaphras our beloved fellow
servant, who is a faithful servant
of Christ on your‡ behalf, 8 who
also declared to us your love in the
Spirit.

9 For this cause, we also, since
the day we heard this, don’t cease
praying and making requests for
you, that youmaybefilledwith the
knowledge of his will in all spir-
itual wisdom and understanding,
10 that you may walk worthily of
the Lord, to please him in all re-
spects, bearing fruit in every good
work and increasing in the knowl-
edge of God, 11 strengthened with
all power, according to the might
of his glory, for all endurance and
perseverance with joy, 12 giving
thanks to the Father, who made us

fit to be partakers of the inheri-
tance of the saints in light, 13who
delivered us out of the power of
darkness, and translated us into
the Kingdom of the Son of his love,
14 in whom we have our redemp-
tion,§ the forgiveness of our sins.

15 He is the image of the invis-
ible God, the firstborn of all cre-
ation. 16For by him all things were
created in the heavens and on the
earth, visible things and invisi-
ble things, whether thrones or do-
minions or principalities or pow-
ers. All things have been created
through him and for him. 17 He
is before all things, and in him all
things are held together. 18 He is
the head of the body, the assembly,
who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all things
he might have the preeminence.
19 For all the fullness was pleased
to dwell in him, 20and throughhim
to reconcile all things to himself by
him, whether things on the earth
or things in the heavens, having
made peace through the blood of
his cross.

21 You, being in past times alien-
ated and enemies in your mind in
your evil deeds, 22 yet now he has
reconciled in the body of his flesh
through death, to present you holy
and without defect and blameless
before him, 23 if it is so that you
continue in the faith, grounded
andsteadfast, andnotmovedaway
from the hope of the Good News
which you heard, which is being
proclaimed in all creation under
heaven, ofwhich I, Paul, wasmade
a servant.

24Now I rejoice in my sufferings
for your sake, and fill up on my
part that which is lacking of the
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for

* 1:1 “Christ” means “AnointedOne”. † 1:2 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context
allows may also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:7 NU reads
our § 1:14 TR adds “through his blood,”
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his body’s sake, which is the as-
sembly, 25 of which I was made a
servant according to the steward-
ship of God which was given me
toward you to fulfill the word of
God, 26 themysterywhichhasbeen
hidden for ages and generations.
But now it has been revealed to his
saints, 27 towhomGodwas pleased
tomakeknownwhat are the riches
of the glory of this mystery among
theGentiles, which is Christ in you,
the hope of glory. 28We proclaim
him, admonishing every man and
teaching every man in all wisdom,
that we may present every man
perfect in Christ Jesus; 29 for which
I also labor, striving according to
his working, which works in me
mightily.

2
1 For I desire to have you know

how greatly I struggle for you and
for those at Laodicea, and for as
many as have not seen my face
in the flesh; 2 that their hearts
may be comforted, they being knit
together in love, and gaining all
riches of the full assurance of un-
derstanding, that they may know
the mystery of God, both of the Fa-
ther andof Christ, 3 inwhomall the
treasures of wisdom and knowl-
edge are hidden. 4 Now I say this
that no one may delude you with
persuasiveness of speech. 5 For
though I am absent in the flesh,
yet I am with you in the spirit, re-
joicing and seeing your order, and
the steadfastness of your faith in
Christ.

6 As therefore you received
Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in him,
7 rooted and built up in him and
established in the faith, even as
you were taught, abounding in it
in thanksgiving.

8 Be careful that you don’t let
anyone rob you through his phi-
losophy and vain deceit, after the

tradition of men, after the elemen-
tal spirits of the world, and not
after Christ. 9 For in him all the
fullness of the Deity dwells bodily,
10 and in him you are made full,
who is the head of all principality
and power. 11 In him you were
also circumcised with a circumci-
sion not made with hands, in the
putting off of the body of the sins
of the flesh, in the circumcision of
Christ, 12 having been buried with
him in baptism, inwhich youwere
also raised with him through faith
in the working of God, who raised
him from the dead. 13 You were
dead through your trespasses and
the uncircumcision of your flesh.
He made you alive together with
him, having forgiven us all our
trespasses, 14wiping out the hand-
writing in ordinances which was
against us. He has taken it out
of the way, nailing it to the cross.
15 Having stripped the principal-
ities and the powers, he made a
show of them openly, triumphing
over them in it.

16Let no one therefore judge you
in eating or drinking, or with re-
spect to a feast day or a newmoon
or a Sabbath day, 17 which are
a shadow of the things to come;
but the body is Christ’s. 18 Let
no one rob you of your prize by
self-abasement and worshiping of
the angels, dwelling in the things
which he has not seen, vainly
puffed up by his fleshly mind,
19 and not holding firmly to the
Head, from whom all the body,
being supplied and knit together
through the joints and ligaments,
grows with God’s growth.

20 If you died with Christ from
the elemental spirits of the world,
why, as though living in the world,
do you subject yourselves to or-
dinances, 21 “Don’t handle, nor
taste, nor touch” 22 (all of which
perish with use), according to the
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precepts and doctrines of men?
23 These things indeed appear like
wisdom in self-imposed worship,
humility, and severity to the body,
but aren’t of any value against the
indulgence of the flesh.

3
1 If then you were raised to-

gether with Christ, seek the things
that are above, where Christ is,
seated on the right hand of God.
2 Set your mind on the things that
are above, not on the things that
are on the earth. 3 For you died,
and your life is hidden with Christ
in God. 4 When Christ, our life,
is revealed, then you will also be
revealed with him in glory.

5 Put to death therefore your
members which are on the earth:
sexual immorality, uncleanness,
depraved passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry.
6For these things’ sake thewrathof
God comes on the children of dis-
obedience. 7 You also once walked
in those, when you lived in them,
8 but now you must put them all
away: anger, wrath, malice, slan-
der, and shameful speaking out of
your mouth. 9 Don’t lie to one
another, seeing that you have put
off the old man with his doings,
10 and have put on the new man,
who is being renewed in knowl-
edge after the image of his Creator,
11where there can’t be Greek and
Jew, circumcision and uncircum-
cision, barbarian, Scythian, bond-
servant, or free person; but Christ
is all, and in all.

12Put on therefore, as God’s cho-
sen ones, holy and beloved, a heart
of compassion, kindness, lowli-
ness, humility, and perseverance;
13 bearing with one another, and
forgiving each other, if any man
has a complaint against any; even
as Christ forgave you, so you also
do.

14 Above all these things, walk
in love, which is the bond of
perfection. 15 And let the peace
of God rule in your hearts, to
which also you were called in
one body, and be thankful. 16 Let
the word of Christ dwell in you
richly; in all wisdom teaching
and admonishing one another
with psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your
heart to the Lord.

17 Whatever you do, in word or
in deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through him.

18Wives, be in subjection to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your wives,
and don’t be bitter against them.

20Children, obey your parents in
all things, for this pleases the Lord.

21 Fathers, don’t provoke your
children, so that they won’t be dis-
couraged.

22 Servants, obey in all things
those who are your masters ac-
cording to the flesh, not just when
they are looking, as men pleasers,
but in singleness of heart, fearing
God. 23Andwhatever youdo,work
heartily, as for the Lord and not
for men, 24 knowing that from the
Lord you will receive the reward
of the inheritance; for you serve
the Lord Christ. 25But hewho does
wrong will receive again for the
wrong that he has done, and there
is no partiality.

4
1 Masters, give to your servants

that which is just and equal, know-
ing that you also have a Master in
heaven.

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer,
watching in it with thanksgiving,
3 praying together for us also, that
God may open to us a door for
the word, to speak the mystery
of Christ, for which I am also in
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bonds, 4 that I may reveal it as I
ought to speak.

5 Walk in wisdom toward those
who are outside, redeeming the
time. 6 Let your speech always be
with grace, seasonedwith salt, that
you may know how you ought to
answer each one.

7 All my affairs will be made
known to you by Tychicus, the
beloved brother, faithful servant,
and fellow bondservant in the
Lord. 8 I am sending him to you
for this very purpose, that he may
know your circumstances and
comfort your hearts, 9 together
with Onesimus, the faithful and
beloved brother, who is one of
you. They will make known to you
everything that is going on here.

10 Aristarchus, my fellow pris-
oner, greets you, and Mark the
cousin of Barnabas (concerning
whom you received instructions,
“if he comes to you, receive him”),
11 and Jesus who is called Justus.
These are my only fellow workers
for God’s Kingdom who are of the
circumcision, men who have been
a comfort to me.

12 Epaphras, who is one of
you, a servant of Christ, salutes
you, always striving for you in
his prayers, that you may stand
perfect and complete in all thewill
of God. 13 For I testify about him
that he has great zeal for you, and
for those inLaodicea, and for those
in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved
physician and Demas greet you.
15 Greet the brothers who are
in Laodicea, with Nymphas and
the assembly that is in his house.
16 When this letter has been read
among you, cause it to be read also
in the assembly of the Laodiceans,
and that you also read the letter
from Laodicea. 17 Tell Archippus,
“Take heed to the ministry which
you have received in the Lord, that
you fulfill it.”

18 I, Paul, write this greetingwith
my own hand. Remember my
chains. Grace be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to
the Thessalonians
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to

the assembly of the Thessalonians
in God the Father and the Lord Je-
susChrist:* Grace toyouandpeace
from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

2 We always give thanks to God
for all of you, mentioning you in
our prayers, 3 remembering with-
out ceasing your work of faith and
labor of love and perseverance of
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, be-
fore our God and Father. 4 We
know, brothers† loved by God, that
youarechosen, 5and thatourGood
News came to you not in word
only, but also in power, and in
the Holy Spirit and with much as-
surance. You know what kind of
men we showed ourselves to be
among you for your sake. 6 You
became imitators of us and of the
Lord, having received the word
in much affliction, with joy of the
Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became
an example to all who believe in
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For
from you the word of the Lord has
been declared, not only in Mace-
donia and Achaia, but also in ev-
ery place your faith toward God
has gone out, so that we need not
to say anything. 9 For they them-
selves report concerning us what
kind of a reception we had from
you, and how you turned to God
fromidols to servea livingand true
God, 10and towait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the
dead: Jesus, who delivers us from
the wrath to come.

2
1 For you yourselves know,

brothers, our visit to you wasn’t in

vain, 2 but having suffered before
and been shamefully treated, as
you know, at Philippi, we grew
bold in ourGod to tell you theGood
News of God in much conflict.
3 For our exhortation is not of
error, nor of uncleanness, nor
in deception. 4 But even as we
have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the Good News, so
we speak —not as pleasing men,
but God,who tests our hearts. 5For
neither were we at any time found
using words of flattery, as you
know, nor a cloak of covetousness
(God is witness), 6 nor seeking
glory from men (neither from you
nor from others), when we might
have claimed authority as apostles
of Christ. 7 But we were gentle
among you, like a nursing mother
cherishes her own children.

8 Even so, affectionately longing
for you, we were well pleased to
impart to you not the Good News
of God only, but also our own
souls, because you had become
very dear to us. 9 For you remem-
ber, brothers, our labor and tra-
vail; for working night and day,
that we might not burden any of
you, we preached to you the Good
News of God. 10 You are witnesses
with God how holy, righteously,
and blamelessly we behaved our-
selves toward you who believe.
11As you know, we exhorted, com-
forted, and implored every one of
you, as a father does his own chil-
dren, 12 to the end that you should
walk worthily of God, who calls
you into his own Kingdom and
glory.

13 For this cause we also thank
God without ceasing that when
you received from us the word of
the message of God, you accepted
it not as the word of men, but as it
is in truth, God’s word, which also

* 1:1 “Christ” means “AnointedOne”. † 1:4 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context
allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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works in you who believe. 14 For
you, brothers, became imitators
of the assemblies of God which
are in Judea in Christ Jesus; for
you also suffered the same things
from your own countrymen, even
as they did from the Jews 15 who
killed both theLord Jesus and their
own prophets, and drove us out,
and don’t please God, and are con-
trary to all men, 16 forbidding us
to speak to the Gentiles that they
may be saved, to fill up their sins
always. But wrath has come on
them to the uttermost.

17 But we, brothers, being be-
reaved of you for a short season in
presence, not in heart, tried even
harder to see your face with great
desire, 18 because we wanted to
come to you—indeed, I, Paul, once
and again—but Satan hindered us.
19 For what is our hope, or joy, or
crown of rejoicing? Isn’t it even
you, before our Lord Jesus* at his
coming? 20 For you are our glory
and our joy.

3
1 Therefore when we couldn’t

stand it any longer, we thought it
good to be left behind at Athens
alone, 2 and sent Timothy, our
brother and God’s servant in the
Good News of Christ, to establish
youand to comfort youconcerning
your faith, 3 that no one would be
moved by these afflictions. For
you know that we are appointed
to this task. 4 For most certainly,
when we were with you, we told
you beforehand that we are to suf-
fer affliction, even as it happened,
and you know. 5 For this cause I
also, when I couldn’t stand it any
longer, sent that Imight knowyour
faith, for fear that by any means
the tempter had tempted you, and
our laborwould have been in vain.

6But Timothy has just now come
tous fromyou, andbroughtusglad
news of your faith and love, and
that you have good memories of
us always, longing to see us, even
as we also long to see you. 7 For
this cause, brothers, we were com-
forted over you in all our distress
and affliction through your faith.
8 For now we live, if you stand fast
in the Lord. 9 For what thanks-
giving can we render again to God
for you, for all the joy with which
we rejoice for your sakes before
our God, 10 night and day praying
exceedingly that we may see your
face and may perfect that which is
lacking in your faith?

11Now may our God and Father
himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ,
direct our way to you. 12 May
the Lordmake you to increase and
abound in love toward one an-
other and toward all men, even as
we also do toward you, 13 to the
end he may establish your hearts
blameless in holiness before our
God and Father at the coming of
our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

4
1 Finally then, brothers, we beg

and exhort you in the Lord Jesus,
that as you received from us how
you ought to walk and to please
God, that you abound more and
more. 2 For you know what in-
structionswegaveyou through the
Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will
of God: your sanctification, that
you abstain from sexual immoral-
ity, 4 that each one of you know
how to control his own body* in
sanctification and honor, 5 not in
thepassionof lust, evenas theGen-
tiles who don’t know God, 6 that
no one should take advantage of
and wrong a brother or sister in
this matter; because the Lord is
an avenger in all these things, as

* 2:19 TR adds “Christ” * 4:4 literally, possess his own vessel
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also we forewarned you and tes-
tified. 7 For God called us not
for uncleanness, but in sanctifica-
tion. 8 Therefore he who rejects
this doesn’t reject man, but God,
who has also given his Holy Spirit
to you.

9 But concerning brotherly love,
you have no need that onewrite to
you. For you yourselves are taught
by God to love one another, 10 for
indeed you do it toward all the
brothers who are in all Macedo-
nia. But we exhort you, brothers,
that you abound more and more;
11 and that you make it your am-
bition to lead a quiet life, and to
do your ownbusiness, and towork
with your own hands, even as we
instructed you, 12 that you may
walk properly toward those who
are outside, and may have need of
nothing.

13Butwe don’t want you to be ig-
norant, brothers, concerning those
who have fallen asleep, so that you
don’t grieve like the rest, who have
no hope. 14 For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so
Godwill bring with him those who
have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For
this we tell you by the word of
the Lord, that we who are alive,
who are left until the coming of the
Lord, will in no way precede those
who have fallen asleep. 16 For
theLordhimselfwill descend from
heavenwitha shout,with thevoice
of the archangel and with God’s
trumpet. The dead in Christ will
rise first, 17 then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up
together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air. So
we will be with the Lord forever.
18 Therefore comfort one another
with these words.

5
1 But concerning the times and

the seasons, brothers, you have no
need that anything be written to

you. 2 For you yourselves know
well that the day of the Lord comes
like a thief in the night. 3For when
theyare saying, “Peace and safety,”
then sudden destructionwill come
on them, like birth pains on a preg-
nant woman. Then they will in
no way escape. 4 But you, broth-
ers, aren’t in darkness, that the day
should overtake you like a thief.
5 You are all children of light and
children of the day. We don’t be-
long to the night, nor to darkness,
6 so then let’s not sleep, as the rest
do, but let’s watch and be sober.
7 For those who sleep, sleep in the
night; and thosewhoaredrunkare
drunk in the night. 8 But since we
belong to the day, let’s be sober,
putting on the breastplate of faith
and love, and for a helmet, the
hope of salvation. 9 For God didn’t
appoint us to wrath, but to the ob-
taining of salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for
us, that, whetherwewake or sleep,
we should live together with him.
11 Therefore exhort one another,
and build each other up, even as
you also do.

12 But we beg you, brothers, to
know those who labor among you,
and are over you in the Lord and
admonish you, 13 and to respect
and honor them in love for their
work’s sake.
Be at peace among yourselves.

14 We exhort you, brothers: Ad-
monish the disorderly; encour-
age the faint-hearted; support the
weak; be patient toward all. 15 See
that no one returns evil for evil
to anyone, but always follow after
that which is good for one another
and for all.

16 Always rejoice. 17 Pray with-
out ceasing. 18 In everything give
thanks, for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus toward you. 19 Don’t
quench the Spirit. 20 Don’t de-
spise prophecies. 21Test all things,
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and hold firmly thatwhich is good.
22Abstain from every form of evil.

23May the God of peace himself
sanctify you completely. May your
whole spirit, soul, andbodybepre-
served blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

24 He who calls you is faithful,
who will also do it.

25Brothers, pray for us.
26 Greet all the brothers with a

holy kiss. 27 I solemnly command
you by the Lord that this letter be
read to all the holy brothers.

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s Second Letter
to the Thessalonians
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to

the assembly of the Thessalonians
in God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ: 2 Grace to you and
peace fromGod our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We are bound to always give
thanks to God for you, brothers,*
even as it is appropriate, because
your faith grows exceedingly, and
the love of each and every one of
you toward one another abounds,
4 so that we ourselves boast about
you in the assemblies of God for
your perseverance and faith in all
your persecutions and in the af-
flictions which you endure. 5 This
is an obvious sign of the righ-
teous judgment of God, to the end
that you may be counted worthy
of God’s Kingdom, for which you
also suffer. 6 For it is a righteous
thing with God to repay affliction
to those who afflict you, 7 and
to give relief to you who are af-
flicted with us when the Lord Je-
sus is revealed from heaven with
his mighty angels in flaming fire,
8 punishing those who don’t know
God, and to those who don’t obey
the Good News of our Lord Jesus,
9 who will pay the penalty: eter-
nal destruction from the face of
the Lord and from the glory of his
might, 10 when he comes in that
day to be glorified in his saints and
to be admired amongall thosewho
have believed, because our testi-
mony to you was believed.

11 To this end we also pray al-
ways for you that our God may
count you worthy of your calling,

and fulfill every desire of good-
ness and work of faith with power,
12 that the name of our Lord Jesus†
may be glorified in you, and you in
him, according to the grace of our
God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2
1 Now, brothers, concerning the

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our gathering together to him,
we ask you 2 not to be quickly
shaken in your mind or troubled,
eitherby spirit orbywordorby let-
ter as if fromus, saying that theday
of Christ has already come. 3Let no
one deceive you in any way. For
it will not be unless the rebellion*
comes first, and the man of sin is
revealed, the son of destruction.
4 He opposes and exalts himself
against all that is calledGod or that
is worshiped, so that he sits as God
in the temple of God, setting him-
self up as God. 5Don’t you remem-
ber that when I was still with you,
I told you these things? 6Now you
know what is restraining him, to
the end that he may be revealed
in his own season. 7 For the mys-
tery of lawlessness already works.
Only there is one who restrains
now, until he is taken out of the
way. 8Then the lawless one will be
revealed, whom the Lord will kill
with the breath of his mouth and
destroy by themanifestation of his
coming; 9even hewhose coming is
according to the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying
wonders, 10 and with all deception
of wickedness for those who are
being lost, because they didn’t re-
ceive the loveof the truth, that they
might be saved. 11 Because of this,
God sends them a powerful delu-
sion, that they should believe a lie,
12 that theyallmightbe judgedwho

* 1:3 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may also be correctly translated
“brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” † 1:12 TR adds “Christ” * 2:3 or, falling away, or,
defection
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didn’t believe the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.

13 But we are bound to always
give thanks to God for you, broth-
ers loved by the Lord, because God
chose you from the beginning for
salvation through sanctification of
the Spirit and belief in the truth,
14 to which he called you through
our Good News, for the obtain-
ing of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand
firm and hold the traditions which
you were taught by us, whether by
word or by letter.

16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ
himself, and God our Father, who
loved us and gave us eternal com-
fort and good hope through grace,
17 comfort your hearts and estab-
lish you in every good work and
word.

3
1 Finally, brothers, pray for us,

that the word of the Lord may
spread rapidly and be glorified,
evenas alsowith you, 2and thatwe
may be delivered from unreason-
able and evil men; for not all have
faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful,
who will establish you and guard
you from the evil one. 4 We have
confidence in the Lord concerning
you, that you both do and will do
the things we command. 5May the
Lord direct your hearts into God’s
love and into the perseverance of
Christ.

6Now we command you, broth-
ers, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you withdraw your-
selves from every brother who
walks in rebellion and not after
the tradition which they received
from us. 7 For you know how
you ought to imitate us. For
we didn’t behave ourselves rebel-
liously among you, 8 neither did
we eat bread from anyone’s hand
without paying for it, but in labor
and travail worked night and day,

that we might not burden any of
you. 9 This was not because we
don’t have the right, but to make
ourselves an example to you, that
you should imitate us. 10 For even
when we were with you, we com-
manded you this: “If anyone is not
willing to work, don’t let him eat.”
11 For we hear of some who walk
among you in rebellion, who don’t
work at all, but are busybodies.
12Now those who are that way, we
command and exhort in the Lord
Jesus Christ, that they work with
quietness and eat their own bread.

13 But you, brothers, don’t be
weary in doing what is right. 14 If
any man doesn’t obey our word in
this letter, note that man and have
no company with him, to the end
that he may be ashamed. 15 Don’t
count him as an enemy, but ad-
monish him as a brother.

16 Now may the Lord of peace
himself give you peace at all times
in all ways. The Lord be with you
all.

17 I, Paul, write this greetingwith
my own hand, which is the sign
in every letter. This is how I
write. 18 The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s First Letter to
Timothy

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ
according to the commandment of
God our Savior and the Lord Jesus
Christ* our hope, 2 to Timothy, my
true child in faith: Grace, mercy,
and peace from God our Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord.

3 As I urged you when I was go-
ing into Macedonia, stay at Eph-
esus that youmight command cer-
tain men not to teach a different
doctrine, 4 and not to pay atten-
tion to myths and endless genealo-
gies, which cause disputes rather
than God’s stewardship, which is
in faith. 5 But the goal of this com-
mand is love from a pure heart, a
good conscience, and sincere faith,
6 from which things some, hav-
ing missed the mark, have turned
away to vain talking, 7 desiring to
be teachers of the law, though they
understand neither what they say
nor about what they strongly af-
firm.

8 But we know that the law is
good if a person uses it lawfully,
9 as knowing this, that law is not
made for a righteous person, but
for the lawless and insubordinate,
for the ungodly and sinners, for
the unholy and profane, for mur-
derers of fathers andmurderers of
mothers, for manslayers, 10 for the
sexually immoral, for homosexu-
als, for slave-traders, for liars, for
perjurers, and for any other thing
contrary to the sound doctrine,
11 according to the Good News of
the glory of the blessed God, which
was committed to my trust.

12 I thank him who enabled me,
Christ Jesus our Lord, because he
counted me faithful, appointing
me to service, 13 although I used

to be a blasphemer, a persecutor,
and insolent. However, I obtained
mercy because I did it ignorantly
in unbelief. 14 The grace of our
Lord abounded exceedingly with
faith and love which is in Christ
Jesus. 15 The saying is faithful
and worthy of all acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom I am
chief. 16 However, for this cause
I obtained mercy, that in me first,
Jesus Christ might display all his
patience for an example of those
who were going to believe in him
for eternal life. 17Now to the King
eternal, immortal, invisible, toGod
who alone is wise, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.

18 I commit this instruction to
you, my child Timothy, accord-
ing to the prophecies which were
given to you before, that by them
you may wage the good warfare,
19 holding faith and a good con-
science, which some having thrust
away made a shipwreck concern-
ing the faith, 20 of whom are Hy-
menaeus and Alexander, whom I
delivered to Satan that they might
be taught not to blaspheme.

2
1 I exhort therefore, first of all,

that petitions, prayers, interces-
sions, and givings of thanks be
made for all men, 2 for kings and
all who are in high places, that
we may lead a tranquil and quiet
life in all godliness and reverence.
3 For this is good and acceptable
in the sight of God our Savior,
4whodesires all people to be saved
and come to full knowledge of
the truth. 5 For there is one God
and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus,
6 who gave himself as a ransom
for all, the testimony at the proper
time, 7 to which I was appointed

* 1:1 NU reads Christ Jesus and omits the Lord.
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a preacher and an apostle—I am
telling the truth in Christ, not lying
—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith
and truth.

8 I desire therefore that the men
in every place pray, lifting up holy
hands without anger and doubt-
ing. 9 In the same way, that
women also adorn themselves in
decent clothing, with modesty and
propriety, not* with braided hair,
gold, pearls, or expensive clothing,
10 but with good works, which is
appropriate for women professing
godliness. 11 Let a woman learn
in quietness with full submission.
12 But I don’t permit a woman to
teach, nor to exercise authority
over a man, but to be in quietness.
13For Adamwas formed first, then
Eve. 14Adam wasn’t deceived, but
the woman, being deceived, has
fallen into disobedience; 15but she
will be saved through her child-
bearing, if they continue in faith,
love, and holiness with sobriety.

3
1 This is a faithful saying: some-

one who seeks to be an overseer*
desires a good work. 2 The over-
seer therefore must be without re-
proach, the husband of one wife,
temperate, sensible, modest, hos-
pitable, good at teaching; 3 not a
drinker, not violent, not greedy
for money, but gentle, not quar-
relsome, not covetous; 4 one who
rules his own house well, having
children in subjection with all rev-
erence; 5 (for how could someone
who doesn’t know how to rule his
own house take care of God’s as-
sembly?) 6 not a new convert, lest
being puffed up he fall into the
same condemnation as the devil.

7Moreover he must have good tes-
timony from those who are out-
side, to avoid falling into reproach
and the snare of the devil.

8 Servants,† in the same way,
must be reverent, not double-
tongued, not addicted to much
wine, not greedy for money,
9holding themystery of the faith in
a pure conscience. 10Let them also
first be tested; then let them serve‡
if they are blameless. 11 Their
wives in the same way must be
reverent, not slanderers, temper-
ate, and faithful in all things. 12Let
servants§ behusbands of onewife,
ruling their childrenand their own
houses well. 13For those who have
served well* gain for themselves a
good standing and great boldness
in the faithwhich is in Christ Jesus.

14 These things I write to you,
hoping to come to you shortly,
15 but if I wait long, that you may
know how men ought to behave
themselves in God’s house, which
is the assembly of the living God,
the pillar and ground of the truth.
16 Without controversy, the mys-
tery of godliness is great:
God† was revealed in the flesh,
justified in the spirit,
seen by angels,
preached among the nations,
believed on in the world,
and received up in glory.

4
1 But the Spirit says expressly

that in later times some will fall
away from the faith, paying atten-
tion to seducing spirits and doc-
trines of demons, 2 through the
hypocrisy of men who speak lies,
branded in their own conscience
as with a hot iron, 3 forbidding

* 2:9 Theword for “not” is thenegative particle “μη”whichdenies an expected idea, as opposed
to the usual word for “not” (ου) which denies a fact. Thus “μη” in this context is denying
an expected idea (that women can be properly dressed without good works). * 3:1 or,
superintendent, or bishop † 3:8 or, Deacons. ‡ 3:10 or, serve as deacons § 3:12 or,
deacons * 3:13 or, served well as deacons † 3:16 NU replaces “God” with “who”
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marriage and commanding to ab-
stain from foods which God cre-
ated to be receivedwith thanksgiv-
ing by thosewhobelieve andknow
the truth. 4 For every creature of
God is good, andnothing is tobe re-
jected if it is received with thanks-
giving. 5For it is sanctified through
the word of God and prayer.

6 If you instruct the brothers of
these things, you will be a good
servant of Christ Jesus, nourished
in the words of the faith and of
the good doctrine which you have
followed. 7But refuse profane and
old wives’ fables. Exercise your-
self toward godliness. 8 For bodily
exercise has some value, but godli-
ness has value in all things, having
the promise of the life which is
now and of that which is to come.
9This saying is faithful andworthy
of all acceptance. 10For to this end
weboth labor and suffer reproach,
because we have set our trust in
the living God, who is the Savior
of all men, especially of those who
believe. 11 Command and teach
these things.

12 Let no man despise your
youth; but be an example to those
who believe, in word, in your
way of life, in love, in spirit, in
faith, and in purity. 13 Until I
come, pay attention to reading,
to exhortation, and to teaching.
14 Don’t neglect the gift that is in
you, which was given to you by
prophecy with the laying on of the
hands of the elders. 15 Be diligent
in these things. Give yourself
wholly to them, that your progress
may be revealed to all. 16 Pay
attention to yourself and to your
teaching. Continue in these things,
for in doing this you will save both
yourself and those who hear you.

5
1 Don’t rebuke an older man,

but exhort him as a father; the
younger men as brothers; 2 the
elder women as mothers; the
younger as sisters, in all purity.

3Honorwidowswhoarewidows
indeed. 4But if anywidowhas chil-
dren or grandchildren, let them
learn first to show piety toward
their own family and to repay their
parents, for this is* acceptable in
the sight of God. 5Now she who is
a widow indeed and desolate, has
her hope set on God and contin-
ues in petitions and prayers night
and day. 6 But she who gives
herself to pleasure is dead while
she lives. 7 Also command these
things, that they may be without
reproach. 8 But if anyone doesn’t
provide for his own, and especially
his own household, he has denied
the faith and is worse than an un-
believer.

9 Let no one be enrolled as
a widow under sixty years old,
having been the wife of one man,
10 being approved by good works,
if she has brought up children,
if she has been hospitable to
strangers, if she has washed the
saints’ feet, if she has relieved the
afflicted, and if she has diligently
followed every good work.

11 But refuse younger widows,
for when they have grown wan-
ton against Christ, they desire to
marry, 12 having condemnation,
because they have rejected their
first pledge. 13 Besides, they also
learn to be idle, going about from
house to house. Not only idle,
but also gossips and busybodies,
saying things which they ought
not. 14 I desire therefore that the
younger widows marry, bear chil-
dren, rule the household, and give
no occasion to the adversary for
insulting. 15For already somehave
turned away after Satan. 16 If
any man or woman who believes

* 5:4 TR adds “good and”
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haswidows, let them relieve them,
and don’t let the assembly be bur-
dened, that it might relieve those
who are widows indeed.

17Let the elderswho rulewell be
counted worthy of double honor,
especially those who labor in the
word and in teaching. 18 For the
Scripture says, “You shall not muz-
zle the ox when it treads out the
grain.”✡ And, “The laborer is
worthy of his wages.”✡

19 Don’t receive an accusation
against an elder except at theword
of two or three witnesses. 20Those
who sin, reprove in the sight of all,
that the rest alsomaybe in fear. 21 I
command you in the sight of God,
and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
chosen angels, that you observe
these thingswithout prejudice, do-
ing nothing by partiality. 22 Lay
hands hastily on no one. Don’t be
a participant in other people’s sins.
Keep yourself pure.

23Beno longeradrinkerofwater
only, but use a little wine for your
stomach’s sake and your frequent
infirmities.

24 Some men’s sins are evident,
preceding them to judgment, and
some also follow later. 25 In the
same way also there are good
works that are obvious, and those
that are otherwise can’t be hidden.

6
1 Let as many as are bondser-

vants under the yoke count their
own masters worthy of all honor,
that the name of God and the doc-
trine not be blasphemed. 2 Those
who have believing masters, let
them not despise them because
they are brothers, but rather let
them serve them, because those
who partake of the benefit are be-
lieving and beloved. Teach and
exhort these things.

3 If anyone teaches a different
doctrine and doesn’t consent to

sound words, the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doc-
trine which is according to god-
liness, 4 he is conceited, knowing
nothing, but obsessed with argu-
ments, disputes, and word battles,
from which come envy, strife, in-
sulting, evil suspicions, 5 constant
friction of people of corruptminds
and destitute of the truth, who
suppose that godliness is a means
of gain. Withdraw yourself from
such.*

6 But godliness with content-
ment is great gain. 7 For we
brought nothing into the world,
and we certainly can’t carry
anything out. 8 But having food
and clothing, we will be content
with that. 9 But those who are
determined to be rich fall into a
temptation, a snare, and many
foolish and harmful lusts, such as
drown men in ruin and destruc-
tion. 10 For the love of money is
a root of all kinds of evil. Some
have been led astray from the faith
in their greed, and have pierced
themselves through with many
sorrows.

11But you,man of God, flee these
things, and follow after righteous-
ness, godliness, faith, love, perse-
verance, and gentleness. 12 Fight
the good fight of faith. Take hold
of the eternal life to which you
were called, and you confessed
the good confession in the sight
of many witnesses. 13 I command
you before God who gives life to
all things, and before Christ Je-
sus who before Pontius Pilate tes-
tified the good confession, 14 that
you keep the commandment with-
out spot, blameless until the ap-
pearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
15 which at the right time he will
show, who is the blessed and only
Ruler, theKing of kings andLord of
lords. 16He alone has immortality,

✡ 5:18 Deuteronomy 25:4 ✡ 5:18 Luke 10:7; Leviticus 19:13 * 6:5 NU omits “Withdraw
yourself from such.”
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dwelling in unapproachable light,
whom no man has seen nor can
see, to whombe honor and eternal
power. Amen.

17 Charge those who are rich in
this present age that they not be
arrogant, nor have their hope set
on the uncertainty of riches, but
on the living God, who richly pro-
vides us with everything to en-
joy; 18 that they do good, that
they be rich in good works, that
they be ready to distribute, will-
ing to share; 19 laying up in store
for themselves a good foundation
against the time to come, that they
may lay hold of eternal life.

20 Timothy, guard that which is
committed to you, turning away
from the empty chatter and op-
positions of what is falsely called
knowledge, 21which some profess,
and thus have wandered from the
faith.
Grace be with you. Amen.
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Paul’s Second Letter
to Timothy

1Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ*
through the will of God, according
to the promise of the life which is
in Christ Jesus, 2 to Timothy, my
beloved child: Grace, mercy, and
peace, from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord.

3 I thank God, whom I serve as
my forefathers did, with a pure
conscience. How unceasing is my
memory of you in my petitions,
night and day 4 longing to see you,
remembering your tears, that I
may be filled with joy; 5 having
been reminded of the sincere faith
that is in you, which lived first in
your grandmother Lois and your
mother Eunice and, I am per-
suaded, in you also.

6 For this cause, I remind you
that you should stir up the gift of
God which is in you through the
laying on of my hands. 7 For God
didn’t give us a spirit of fear, but
of power, love, and self-control.
8 Therefore don’t be ashamed of
the testimony of our Lord, nor of
me his prisoner; but endure hard-
ship for the Good News according
to the power of God, 9 who saved
us and called us with a holy call-
ing, not according to our works,
but according to his own purpose
and grace, which was given to us
in Christ Jesus before times eter-
nal, 10 but has now been revealed
by the appearing of our Savior,
Christ Jesus, who abolished death,
and brought life and immortality
to light through the Good News.
11 For this I was appointed as a
preacher, an apostle, and a teacher
of the Gentiles. 12 For this cause I
also suffer these things.

Yet I amnot ashamed, for I know
him whom I have believed, and I
am persuaded that he is able to
guard thatwhich Ihavecommitted
to him against that day.

13 Hold the pattern of sound
words which you have heard from
me, in faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus. 14 That good thing
which was committed to you,
guard through the Holy Spirit who
dwells in us.

15 This you know, that all who
are in Asia turned away from me,
of whom are Phygelus andHermo-
genes. 16May theLordgrantmercy
to the house of Onesiphorus, for
he often refreshed me, and was
not ashamed of my chain, 17 but
when he was in Rome, he sought
me diligently and found me 18 (the
Lord grant to him to find the Lord’s
mercy in that day); and in how
many things he served at Ephesus,
you know very well.

2
1 You therefore, my child, be

strengthened in the grace that is
in Christ Jesus. 2 The things which
you have heard from me among
many witnesses, commit the same
things to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also. 3 You
thereforemust endurehardshipas
a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No
soldier on duty entangles himself
in the affairs of life, that he may
please him who enrolled him as a
soldier. 5Also, if anyone competes
in athletics, he isn’t crowned un-
less he has competed by the rules.
6 The farmer who labors must be
the first to get a share of the crops.
7 Consider what I say, and may the
Lord give you understanding in all
things.

8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen
from the dead, of the offspring*
of David, according to my Good

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. * 2:8 or, seed
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News, 9 in which I suffer hardship
to the point of chains as a crimi-
nal. But God’s word isn’t chained.
10 Therefore I endure all things
for the chosen ones’ sake, that
they also may obtain the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus with eter-
nal glory. 11 This saying is trust-
worthy:
“For if we died with him,

we will also live with him.
12 If we endure,

we will also reign with him.
If we deny him,

he also will deny us.
13 If we are faithless,

he remains faithful;
for he can’t deny himself.”

14 Remind them of these things,
charging them in the sight of the
Lord that they don’t argue about
words to no profit, to the subvert-
ing of those who hear.

15Give diligence to present your-
self approved by God, a workman
who doesn’t need to be ashamed,
properly handling the Word of
Truth. 16 But shun empty chatter,
for it will go further in ungodli-
ness, 17 and those words will con-
sume like gangrene, of whom is
Hymenaeus and Philetus: 18 men
who have erred concerning the
truth, saying that the resurrection
is already past, and overthrowing
the faith of some. 19 However,
God’s firm foundation stands, hav-
ing this seal: “The Lord knows
those who are his,”✡ and, “Let
every one who names the name
of the Lord† depart from unrigh-
teousness.”

20 Now in a large house there
are not only vessels of gold and of
silver, but also of wood and of clay.
Some are for honor and some for
dishonor. 21 If anyone therefore
purges himself from these, he will
be a vessel for honor, sanctified,

and suitable for the master’s use,
prepared for every good work.

22 Flee from youthful lusts; but
pursue righteousness, faith, love,
and peace with those who call on
the Lord out of a pure heart. 23But
refuse foolish and ignorant ques-
tionings, knowing that they gen-
erate strife. 24 The Lord’s servant
must not quarrel, but be gentle to-
wardall, able to teach, patient, 25 in
gentleness correcting those who
opposehim. PerhapsGodmaygive
them repentance leading to a full
knowledge of the truth, 26and they
may recover themselves out of the
devil’s snare, having been taken
captive by him to do his will.

3
1 But know this: that in the last

days, grievous times will come.
2 For men will be lovers of self,
lovers of money, boastful, arro-
gant, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, unthankful, unholy,
3without natural affection, unfor-
giving, slanderers, without self-
control, fierce, not lovers of good,
4 traitors, headstrong, conceited,
lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God, 5 holding a form of
godliness but having denied its
power. Turn away from these,
also. 6 For some of these are
people who creep into houses
and take captive gullible women
loaded down with sins, led away
by various lusts, 7 always learning
and never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth. 8 Even
as Jannes and Jambres opposed
Moses, so these also oppose the
truth,men corrupted inmind,who
concerning the faith are rejected.
9 But they will proceed no further.
For their folly will be evident to all
men, as theirs also came to be.

10 But you followed my teach-
ing, conduct, purpose, faith,

✡ 2:19 Numbers 16:5 † 2:19 TR reads “Christ” instead of “the Lord”
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patience, love, steadfastness,
11 persecutions, and sufferings—
those things that happened to me
at Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. I
endured those persecutions. The
Lord delivered me out of them
all. 12 Yes, and all who desire
to live godly in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution. 13But evil men
and impostors will grow worse
and worse, deceiving and being
deceived. 14But you remain in the
thingswhichyouhave learnedand
have been assured of, knowing
from whom you have learned
them. 15 From infancy, you have
known the holy Scriptures which
are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith which is
in Christ Jesus. 16 Every Scripture
is God-breathed and* profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for instruction
in righteousness, 17 that each
person who belongs to God may
be complete, thoroughly equipped
for every good work.

4
1 I command you therefore be-

fore God and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who will judge the living and the
deadat his appearing andhisKing-
dom: 2preach the word; be urgent
in season and out of season; re-
prove, rebuke, and exhort with all
patience and teaching. 3 For the
time will come when they will not
listen to the sound doctrine, but
having itching ears, will heap up
for themselves teachers after their
own lusts, 4 and will turn away
their ears from the truth, and turn
away to fables. 5 But you be sober
in all things, suffer hardship, do
the work of an evangelist, and ful-
fill yourministry.

6 For I am already being offered,
and the time of my departure has
come. 7 I have fought the good

fight. I have finished the course.
I have kept the faith. 8 From now
on, the crown of righteousness is
stored up for me, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, will give tome
on that day; andnot tomeonly, but
also to all thosewhohave loved his
appearing.

9Be diligent to come to me soon,
10 for Demas left me, having loved
this present world, and went to
Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia;
andTitus toDalmatia. 11OnlyLuke
is with me. Take Mark and bring
himwith you, for he is useful tome
for service. 12 But I sent Tychicus
to Ephesus. 13Bring the cloak that I
left at Troaswith Carpuswhen you
come—and the books, especially
the parchments. 14 Alexander the
coppersmith did much evil to me.
The Lordwill repay him according
to his deeds. 15 Beware of him, for
he greatly opposed our words.

16 At my first defense, no one
came to help me, but all left me.
May it not be held against them.
17 But the Lord stood by me and
strengthened me, that through me
the message might be fully pro-
claimed, and that all the Gentiles
might hear. So I was delivered out
of themouth of the lion. 18And the
Lord will deliver me from every
evil work andwill preserveme for
his heavenly Kingdom. To him be
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

19 Greet Prisca and Aquila,
and the house of Onesiphorus.
20 Erastus remained at Corinth,
but I left Trophimus at Miletus
sick. 21 Be diligent to come before
winter. Eubulus salutes you, as do
Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all the
brothers.

22 The Lord Jesus Christ be with
your spirit. Grace be with you.
Amen.

* 3:16 or, Every writing inspired by God is
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Paul’s Letter to Titus
1 Paul, a servant of God and an

apostle of Jesus Christ,* according
to the faith of God’s chosen ones
and the knowledge of the truth
which is according to godliness,
2 in hope of eternal life, which
God, who can’t lie, promised be-
fore time began; 3 but in his own
time revealed his word in themes-
sage with which I was entrusted
according to the commandment
of God our Savior, 4 to Titus, my
true child according to a common
faith: Grace, mercy, and peace
from God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ our Savior.

5 I left you in Crete for this rea-
son, that you would set in or-
der the things that were lacking
and appoint elders in every city,
as I directed you — 6 if anyone
is blameless, the husband of one
wife, having childrenwho believe,
whoarenot accused of loose or un-
ruly behavior. 7 For the overseer
must be blameless, as God’s stew-
ard, not self-pleasing, not easily
angered, not given towine, not vio-
lent, not greedy for dishonest gain;
8but given to hospitality, a lover of
good, soberminded, fair, holy, self-
controlled, 9 holding to the faith-
ful word which is according to the
teaching, that hemaybe able to ex-
hort in the sound doctrine, and to
convict those who contradict him.

10 For there are also many
unruly men, vain talkers and
deceivers, especially those of the
circumcision, 11 whose mouths
must be stopped: men who
overthrowwhole houses, teaching
things which they ought not, for
dishonest gain’s sake. 12 One of
them, a prophet of their own,
said, “Cretans are always liars,
evil beasts, and idle gluttons.”

13 This testimony is true. For
this cause, reprove them sharply,
that they may be sound in the
faith, 14 not paying attention to
Jewish fables and commandments
of men who turn away from the
truth. 15 To the pure, all things
are pure, but to those who are
defiled andunbelieving, nothing is
pure; butboth theirmindand their
conscience are defiled. 16 They
profess that they know God, but
by their deeds they deny him,
being abominable, disobedient,
and unfit for any good work.

2
1 But say the things which fit

sound doctrine, 2 that older men
should be temperate, sensible,
sober minded, sound in faith, in
love, and in perseverance, 3 and
that older women likewise be
reverent in behavior, not slander-
ers nor enslaved to much wine,
teachers of that which is good,
4 that they may train the young
wives to love their husbands, to
love their children, 5 to be sober
minded, chaste, workers at home,
kind, being in subjection to their
own husbands, that God’s word
may not be blasphemed.

6 Likewise, exhort the younger
men to be sober minded. 7 In all
things show yourself an example
of good works. In your teach-
ing, show integrity, seriousness,
incorruptibility, 8 and soundness
of speech that can’t be condemned,
that he who opposes you may be
ashamed, having no evil thing to
say about us.

9 Exhort servants to be in
subjection to their own masters
and to be well-pleasing in all
things, not contradicting, 10 not
stealing, but showing all good
fidelity, that they may adorn the
doctrine of God, our Savior, in all

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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things. 11 For the grace of God has
appeared, bringing salvation to
all men, 12 instructing us to the
intent that, denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we would live
soberly, righteously, and godly
in this present age; 13 looking for
the blessed hope and appearing
of the glory of our great God
and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who
gave himself for us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and
purify for himself a people for his
own possession, zealous for good
works.

15 Say these things and exhort
and reprove with all authority. Let
no one despise you.

3
1 Remind them to be in subjec-

tion to rulers and to authorities,
to be obedient, to be ready for
every good work, 2 to speak evil
of no one, not to be contentious,
to be gentle, showing all humil-
ity toward all men. 3 For we
were also once foolish, disobedi-
ent, deceived, servingvarious lusts
and pleasures, living inmalice and
envy, hateful, and hating one an-
other. 4 But when the kindness
of God our Savior and his love to-
ward mankind appeared, 5 not by
works of righteousness which we
did ourselves, but according to his
mercy, he saved us through the
washing of regeneration and re-
newing by the Holy Spirit, 6whom
he poured out on us richly through
Jesus Christ our Savior; 7 that being
justified by his grace, we might be
made heirs according to the hope
of eternal life. 8This saying is faith-
ful, and concerning these things I
desire that you insist confidently,
so that those who have believed
God may be careful to maintain
good works. These things are good
and profitable to men; 9 but shun
foolish questionings, genealogies,

strife, and disputes about the law;
for they are unprofitable and vain.
10Avoid a factiousman after a first
and second warning, 11 knowing
that such a one is perverted and
sinful, being self-condemned.

12 When I send Artemas to you,
or Tychicus, be diligent to come
to me to Nicopolis, for I have de-
termined to winter there. 13 Send
Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on
their journey speedily, that noth-
ing may be lacking for them. 14Let
our people also learn to main-
tain good works to meet necessary
needs, that they may not be un-
fruitful.

15All who arewithme greet you.
Greet those who love us in faith.
Grace be with you all. Amen.
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Paul’s Letter to
Philemon

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ*
Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
to Philemon, our beloved fellow
worker, 2 to the beloved Apphia,
to Archippus our fellow soldier,
and to the assembly in your house:
3 Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

4 I thankmyGod always, making
mention of you in my prayers,
5 hearing of your love and of the
faith which you have toward the
Lord Jesus and toward all the
saints, 6 that the fellowship of your
faith may become effective in the
knowledge of every good thing
which is in us in Christ Jesus. 7 For
we have much joy and comfort
in your love, because the hearts
of the saints have been refreshed
through you, brother.

8 Therefore though I have all
boldness inChrist to commandyou
that which is appropriate, 9 yet
for love’s sake I rather appeal to
you, being such a one as Paul, the
aged, but also a prisoner of Jesus
Christ. 10 I appeal to you for my
child Onesimus, whom I have be-
come the father of in my chains,†
11who oncewas useless to you, but
now is useful to you and to me.
12 I am sending him back. There-
fore receive him, that is, my own
heart, 13 whom I desired to keep
with me, that on your behalf he
might serve me in my chains for
the GoodNews. 14But Iwaswilling
to do nothing without your con-
sent, that your goodnesswould not
be as of necessity, but of free will.
15 For perhaps he was therefore
separated from you for a while

that you would have him forever,
16 no longer as a slave, but more
than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me, but how much
rather to you, both in the flesh and
in the Lord.

17 If then you countme apartner,
receive him as you would receive
me. 18But if he haswronged you at
all or owes you anything, put that
to my account. 19 I, Paul, write this
with my own hand: I will repay
it (not to mention to you that you
owe to me even your own self be-
sides). 20 Yes, brother, let me have
joy from you in the Lord. Refresh
my heart in the Lord.

21 Having confidence in your
obedience, I write to you, knowing
that you will do even beyondwhat
I say.

22Also, prepare a guest room for
me, for I hope that through your
prayers I will be restored to you.

23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner
in Christ Jesus, greets you, 24 as
do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and
Luke, my fellowworkers.

25 The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:10 Onesimusmeans “useful”.
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The Letter to the
Hebrews

1God, having in the past spoken
to the fathers through theprophets
atmany times and invariousways,
2 has at the end of these days spo-
ken to us by his Son, whom he ap-
pointed heir of all things, through
whom also he made the worlds.
3 His Son is the radiance of his
glory, the very image of his sub-
stance, and upholding all things
by the word of his power, who,
when he had by himself purified
us of our sins, sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high,
4 having become as much better
than the angels as the more excel-
lent name he has inherited is bet-
ter than theirs. 5For towhichof the
angels did he say at any time,
“You aremy Son.

Today I have become your fa-
ther?”✡

and again,
“I will be to him a Father,

and he will be to me a Son?”✡
6 When he again brings in the

firstborn into the world he says,
“Let all the angels of God worship
him.”✡ 7Of the angels he says,
“Hemakes his angels winds,

and his servants a flame of
fire.”✡

8But of the Son he says,
“Your throne, OGod, is forever and

ever.
The scepter of uprightness is
the scepter of your King-
dom.

9Youhave lovedrighteousnessand
hated iniquity;

therefore God, your God, has
anointed you with the oil
of gladness above your fel-
lows.”✡

10And,

“You, Lord, in the beginning, laid
the foundation of the earth.

The heavens are the works of
your hands.

11 They will perish, but you con-
tinue.

They all will grow old like a
garment does.

12Youwill roll them up like aman-
tle,

and they will be changed;
but you are the same.
Your years won’t fail.”✡

13But which of the angels has he
told at any time,
“Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies the
footstool of your feet?”✡

14 Aren’t they all serving spirits,
sentout todoservice for the sakeof
those whowill inherit salvation?

2
1 Therefore we ought to pay

greater attention to the things that
were heard, lest perhaps we drift
away. 2 For if the word spoken
through angels proved steadfast,
and every transgression and dis-
obedience received a just penalty,
3 how will we escape if we neglect
so great a salvation—which at the
first having been spoken through
the Lord, was confirmed to us by
those who heard, 4 God also tes-
tifying with them, both by signs
and wonders, by various works of
power, and by gifts of the Holy
Spirit, according to his ownwill?

5 For he didn’t subject the world
to come, of which we speak, to
angels. 6 But one has somewhere
testified, saying,
“What is man, that you think of

him?
Or the son of man, that you
care for him?

7 You made him a little lower than
the angels.

✡ 1:5 Psalm 2:7 ✡ 1:5 2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13 ✡ 1:6 Deuteronomy 32:43 LXX
✡ 1:7 Psalm104:4 ✡ 1:9 Psalm45:6-7 ✡ 1:12 Psalm102:25-27 ✡ 1:13 Psalm110:1 * 2:7
TR adds “and set him over the works of your hands”
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You crowned him with glory
and honor.*

8Youhaveputall things in sub-
jection under his feet.”✡

For in thathe subjectedall things
to him, he left nothing that is not
subject to him. But now we don’t
yet see all things subjected to him.
9 But we see him who has been
made a little lower than the an-
gels, Jesus, because of the suffering
of death crowned with glory and
honor, that by the grace of God he
should taste of death for everyone.

10 For it became him, for whom
are all things and through whom
are all things, in bringing many
children to glory, to make the
author of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. 11 For both
he who sanctifies and those who
are sanctified are all from one, for
which cause he is not ashamed to
call them brothers,† 12 saying,
“I will declare your name to my

brothers.
Among the congregation I will
sing your praise.”✡

13 Again, “I will put my trust
in him.” Again, “Behold, here I
am with the children whom God
has given me.”✡ 14 Since then
the children have shared in flesh
and blood, he also himself in the
samewaypartookof the same, that
through death he might bring to
nothing him who had the power
of death, that is, the devil, 15 and
might deliver all of them who
through fear of death were all
their lifetime subject to bondage.
16 For most certainly, he doesn’t
give help to angels, but he gives
help to the offspring‡ of Abraham.
17Therefore hewas obligated in all
things to bemade like his brothers,
that he might become a merciful
and faithful high priest in things

pertaining to God, to make atone-
ment for the sins of the people.
18 For in that he himself has suf-
fered being tempted, he is able to
help those who are tempted.

3
1 Therefore, holy brothers, par-

takers of a heavenly calling, con-
sider the Apostle and High Priest
of our confession: Jesus, 2whowas
faithful tohimwhoappointedhim,
as also Moses was in all his house.
3 For he has been counted worthy
of more glory thanMoses, because
he who built the house has more
honor than the house. 4 For every
house is built by someone; but he
who built all things is God. 5Moses
indeedwas faithful in all his house
as a servant, for a testimony of
those thingswhichwereafterward
to be spoken, 6 but Christ* is faith-
ful as a Son over his house. We
are his house, if we hold fast our
confidence and the glorying of our
hope firm to the end. 7 Therefore,
even as the Holy Spirit says,
“Today if you will hear his voice,

8 don’t harden your hearts as
in the rebellion,

in the day of the trial in the
wilderness,

9where your fathers testedme
and triedme,

and saw my deeds for forty
years.

10 Therefore I was displeased with
that generation,

and said, ‘They always err in
their heart,

but they didn’t know my
ways.’

11As I swore inmywrath,
‘They will not enter into my
rest.’ ”✡

12Beware, brothers, lest perhaps
there might be in any one of you
an evil heart of unbelief, in falling

✡ 2:8 Psalm8:4-6 † 2:11 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context allowsmay also be
correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 2:12 Psalm 22:22 ✡ 2:13 Isaiah
8:18 ‡ 2:16 or, seed * 3:6 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. ✡ 3:11 Psalm 95:7-11
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away from the living God; 13 but
exhort one another day by day, so
long as it is called “today”, lest any
one of you be hardened by the de-
ceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have
become partakers of Christ, if we
hold the beginning of our confi-
dence firm to the end, 15while it is
said,
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t hardenyourhearts, as in
the rebellion.”✡

16 For who, when they heard,
rebelled? Wasn’t it all those who
came out of Egypt led by Moses?
17 With whom was he displeased
forty years? Wasn’t it with those
who sinned, whose bodies fell in
the wilderness? 18 To whom did
he swear that they wouldn’t enter
into his rest, but to thosewhowere
disobedient? 19 We see that they
weren’t able to enter in because of
unbelief.

4
1 Let’s fear therefore, lest per-

haps anyone of you should seem
to have come short of a promise of
entering into his rest. 2 For indeed
we have had good news preached
to us, even as they also did, but
the word they heard didn’t profit
them,because itwasn’tmixedwith
faith by those who heard. 3 For
we who have believed do enter
into that rest, even as he has said,
“As I swore in my wrath, they will
not enter into my rest;”✡ although
the works were finished from the
foundation of the world. 4 For he
has said this somewhere about the
seventh day, “God rested on the
seventh day from all his works;”✡
5and in this place again, “Theywill
not enter into my rest.”✡

6Seeing therefore it remains that
some should enter into it, and
they to whom the good news was
preached before failed to enter in
becauseofdisobedience, 7heagain

defines a certain day, “today”, say-
ing through David so long a time
afterward (just as has been said),
“Today if you will hear his voice,

don’t harden your hearts.”✡
8 For if Joshua had given them

rest, he would not have spoken af-
terward of another day. 9 There
remains therefore a Sabbath rest
for thepeopleofGod. 10Forhewho
has entered into his rest has him-
self also rested from his works, as
God did from his. 11Let’s therefore
give diligence to enter into that
rest, lest anyone fall after the same
example of disobedience. 12 For
the word of God is living and ac-
tive, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the
dividing of soul and spirit, of both
joints and marrow, and is able
to discern the thoughts and inten-
tions of the heart. 13 There is no
creature that is hidden from his
sight, but all things are naked and
laid open before the eyes of him to
whomwemust give an account.

14Having thenagreathighpriest
who has passed through the heav-
ens, Jesus, the Son of God, let’s hold
tightly to our confession. 15 For
we don’t have a high priest who
can’t be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities, but onewho has
been in all points tempted like we
are, yet without sin. 16 Let’s there-
fore draw near with boldness to
the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and may find grace
for help in time of need.

5
1 For every high priest, being

taken from among men, is ap-
pointed for men in things pertain-
ing to God, that he may offer both
gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 The
high priest can deal gently with
those who are ignorant and go-
ing astray, because he himself is

✡ 3:15 Psalm 95:7-8 ✡ 4:3 Psalm 95:11 ✡ 4:4 Genesis 2:2 ✡ 4:5 Psalm 95:11 ✡ 4:7
Psalm 95:7-8
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also surrounded with weakness.
3 Because of this, he must offer
sacrifices for sins for the people,
as well as for himself. 4 Nobody
takes this honor on himself, but he
is called by God, just like Aaron
was. 5 So also Christ didn’t glorify
himself to be made a high priest,
but it was he who said to him,
“You aremy Son.

Today I have become your fa-
ther.”✡

6Ashe says also inanotherplace,
“You are a priest forever,

after theorderofMelchizedek.”✡
7 He, in the days of his flesh,

having offered up prayers and
petitions with strong crying and
tears to him who was able to
save him from death, and having
been heard for his godly fear,
8 though he was a Son, yet learned
obedience by the things which
he suffered. 9 Having been made
perfect, he became to all of those
who obey him the author of
eternal salvation, 10named by God
a high priest after the order of
Melchizedek.

11 About him we have many
words to say, and hard to inter-
pret, seeing you have become dull
of hearing. 12 For although by this
time you should be teachers, you
again need to have someone teach
you the rudiments of the first prin-
ciples of the revelations of God.
You have come to need milk, and
not solid food. 13For everyonewho
lives on milk is not experienced in
theword of righteousness, for he is
a baby. 14But solid food is for those
who are full grown, who by reason
of use have their senses exercised
to discern good and evil.

6
1 Therefore leaving the teaching

of the first principles of Christ, let’s
press on to perfection—not laying

again a foundation of repentance
from dead works, of faith toward
God, 2 of the teaching of baptisms,
of laying on of hands, of resur-
rection of the dead, and of eter-
nal judgment. 3 This will we do,
if God permits. 4 For concerning
those who were once enlightened
and tasted of the heavenly gift, and
were made partakers of the Holy
Spirit, 5 and tasted the good word
of God and the powers of the age to
come, 6 and then fell away, it is im-
possible to renew themagain to re-
pentance; seeing they crucify the
Son of God for themselves again,
and put him to open shame. 7 For
the land which has drunk the rain
that comes often on it and pro-
duces a crop suitable for them for
whose sake it is also tilled, receives
blessing from God; 8 but if it bears
thorns and thistles, it is rejected
and near being cursed, whose end
is to be burned.

9But, beloved, we are persuaded
of better things for you, and things
that accompany salvation, even
though we speak like this. 10 For
God is not unrighteous, so as to
forget your work and the labor of
lovewhich you showed toward his
name, in that youserved the saints,
and still do serve them. 11We de-
sire that each one of youmay show
the same diligence to the fullness
of hope even to the end, 12 that you
won’t be sluggish, but imitators of
thosewho through faith andperse-
verance inherited the promises.

13ForwhenGodmade a promise
to Abraham, since he could swear
by no one greater, he swore by
himself, 14 saying, “Surely blessing
I will bless you, and multiplying I
will multiply you.”✡ 15 Thus, hav-
ing patiently endured, he obtained
the promise. 16 For men indeed
swear by a greater one, and in ev-

✡ 5:5 Psalm 2:7 ✡ 5:6 Psalm 110:4 ✡ 6:14 Genesis 22:17
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ery dispute of theirs the oath is fi-
nal for confirmation. 17 In this way
God, being determined to show
moreabundantly to theheirsof the
promise the immutability of his
counsel, interposed with an oath,
18 that by two immutable things,
in which it is impossible for God
to lie, we may have a strong en-
couragement, who have fled for
refuge to take hold of the hope set
before us. 19 This hope we have
as an anchor of the soul, a hope
both sure and steadfast and enter-
ing into that which is within the
veil, 20where as a forerunner Jesus
entered for us, having become a
high priest forever after the order
of Melchizedek.

7
1 For this Melchizedek, king of

Salem, priest of God Most High,
who met Abraham returning
from the slaughter of the kings
and blessed him, 2 to whom also
Abraham divided a tenth part of
all (being first, by interpretation,
“king of righteousness”, and then
also “king of Salem”, which means
“king of peace”, 3 without father,
without mother, without geneal-
ogy, having neither beginning of
days nor end of life, but made like
the Son of God), remains a priest
continually.

4 Now consider how great this
man was, to whom even Abra-
ham the patriarch gave a tenth
out of the best plunder. 5 They
indeed of the sons of Levi who
receive the priest’s office have a
commandment to take tithes from
the people according to the law,
that is, of their brothers, though
these have come out of the body
of Abraham, 6 but he whose ge-
nealogy is not counted from them
has accepted tithes fromAbraham,
and has blessed him who has the

promises. 7 But without any dis-
pute the lesser is blessed by the
greater. 8Here people who die re-
ceive tithes, but there one receives
tithes of whom it is testified that
he lives. 9We can say that through
Abraham even Levi, who receives
tithes, has paid tithes, 10 for hewas
yet in the body of his father when
Melchizedekmet him.

11Now if perfectionwas through
the Levitical priesthood (for un-
der it the people have received
the law), what further need was
there for another priest to arise af-
ter the order of Melchizedek, and
not be called after the order of
Aaron? 12 For the priesthood be-
ing changed, there is of necessity
a change made also in the law.
13 For he of whom these things
are said belongs to another tribe,
from which no one has officiated
at the altar. 14 For it is evident
that our Lord has sprung out of
Judah, about which tribe Moses
spoke nothing concerning priest-
hood. 15 This is yet more abun-
dantly evident, if after the likeness
of Melchizedek there arises an-
otherpriest, 16whohasbeenmade,
not after the law of a fleshly com-
mandment, but after the power of
an endless life; 17 for it is testified,
“You are a priest forever,

according to the order of
Melchizedek.”✡

18 For there is an annulling of a
foregoing commandment because
of its weakness and uselessness
19 (for the law made nothing per-
fect), and a bringing in of a bet-
ter hope, through which we draw
near to God. 20 Inasmuch as he
was not made priest without the
takingofanoath 21 (for they indeed
havebeenmadepriestswithout an
oath), but he with an oath by him
that says of him,
“The Lord swore and will not

change his mind,
✡ 7:17 Psalm 110:4
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‘You are a priest forever,
according to the order of
Melchizedek.’ ”✡

22By so much, Jesus has become
the guarantee of a better covenant.

23Many, indeed, havebeenmade
priests, because they are hindered
from continuing by death. 24 But
he, because he lives forever, has
his priesthood unchangeable.
25 Therefore he is also able to
save to the uttermost those who
draw near to God through him,
seeing thathe lives forever tomake
intercession for them.

26 For such a high priest was
fitting for us: holy, guiltless, un-
defiled, separated from sinners,
and made higher than the heav-
ens; 27who doesn’t need, like those
high priests, to offer up sacrifices
daily, first for his own sins, and
then for the sins of the people. For
he did this once for all, when he
offered up himself. 28 For the law
appoints men as high priests who
haveweakness, but thewordof the
oath, which came after the law, ap-
points a Son forever who has been
perfected.

8
1 Now in the things which we

are saying, the main point is this:
we have such a high priest, who
sat down on the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heav-
ens, 2 a servant of the sanctuary
and of the true tabernacle which
the Lord pitched, not man. 3 For
everyhighpriest is appointed toof-
fer both gifts and sacrifices. There-
fore it is necessary that this high
priest also have something to of-
fer. 4 For if he were on earth,
he would not be a priest at all,
seeing there are priests who of-
fer the gifts according to the law,
5who serve a copy and shadow of

the heavenly things, even asMoses
was warned by God when he was
about to make the tabernacle, for
hesaid, “See, youshallmakeevery-
thing according to the pattern that
was shown to you on the moun-
tain.”✡ 6 But now he has obtained
a more excellent ministry, by as
much as he is also the mediator of
a better covenant, which on better
promises has been given as law.

7 For if that first covenant had
been faultless, thennoplacewould
have been sought for a second.
8 For finding fault with them, he
said,
“Behold,* the days are coming”,

says the Lord,
“that I will make a new
covenant with the house of
Israel and with the house of
Judah;

9 not according to the covenant
that I made with their fa-
thers

in the day that I took them by
the hand to lead them out of
the land of Egypt;

for they didn’t continue in my
covenant,

and I disregarded them,” says
the Lord.

10 “For this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of
Israel

after those days,” says the
Lord:

“I will putmy laws into theirmind;
I will also write them on their
heart.

I will be their God,
and they will be my people.

11 They will not teach every man
his fellow citizen†

and every man his brother,
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’

for all will knowme,
from their least to their great-
est.

12 For I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness.

✡ 7:21 Psalm 110:4 ✡ 8:5 Exodus 25:40 * 8:8 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at, take
notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. † 8:11 TR reads “neighbor”
instead of “fellow citizen” ✡ 8:12 Jeremiah 31:31-34
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I will remember their sins and
lawless deeds nomore.”✡

13 In that he says, “A new
covenant”, he has made the
first obsolete. But that which is
becomingobsolete andgrowsaged
is near to vanishing away.

9
1 Now indeed even the first*

covenant had ordinances of divine
service and an earthly sanctuary.
2 For a tabernacle was prepared.
In the first part were the lamp
stand, the table, and the show
bread, which is called the Holy
Place. 3 After the second veil was
the tabernacle which is called the
Holy of Holies, 4 having a golden
altar of incense and the ark of the
covenant overlaid on all sideswith
gold, in which was a golden pot
holding the manna, Aaron’s rod
that budded, and the tablets of the
covenant; 5 and above it cheru-
bim of glory overshadowing the
mercy seat, of which things we
can’t speak now in detail.

6 Now these things having been
thus prepared, the priests go in
continually into the first taber-
nacle, accomplishing the services,
7 but into the second the high
priest alone, once in the year,
not without blood, which he of-
fers for himself and for the er-
rors of the people. 8 The Holy
Spirit is indicating this, that the
way into the Holy Place wasn’t yet
revealed while the first taberna-
cle was still standing. 9 This is a
symbol of the present age, where
gifts and sacrifices are offered that
are incapable, concerning the con-
science, of making the worshiper
perfect, 10 being only (with foods
and drinks and various washings)
fleshlyordinances, imposeduntil a
time of reformation.

11 But Christ having come as a
high priest of the coming good
things, through the greater and

more perfect tabernacle, notmade
with hands, that is to say, not of
this creation, 12 nor yet through
the blood of goats and calves, but
through his own blood, entered in
once for all into the Holy Place,
having obtained eternal redemp-
tion. 13 For if the blood of goats
and bulls, and the ashes of a heifer
sprinkling those who have been
defiled, sanctify to the cleanness of
the flesh, 14 how much more will
the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered himself
withoutdefect toGod, cleanseyour
conscience from dead works to
serve the living God? 15 For this
reason he is the mediator of a
new covenant, since a death has
occurred for the redemption of
the transgressions thatwereunder
the first covenant, that those who
have been called may receive the
promise of the eternal inheritance.
16 For where a last will and tes-
tament is, there must of necessity
be the death of him who made
it. 17 For a will is in force where
therehasbeendeath, for it is never
in force while he who made it
lives. 18 Therefore even the first
covenant has not been dedicated
without blood. 19 For when every
commandment had been spoken
by Moses to all the people accord-
ing to the law, he took the blood
of the calves and the goats, with
water and scarletwool andhyssop,
and sprinkled both the book itself
and all the people, 20 saying, “This
is the blood of the covenant which
God has commanded you.”✡

21 He sprinkled the tabernacle
and all the vessels of the ministry
in the same way with the blood.
22 According to the law, nearly ev-
erything is cleansed with blood,
and apart from shedding of blood
there is no remission.

23 It was necessary therefore
that the copies of the things in

* 9:1 TR adds “tabernacle” ✡ 9:20 Exodus 24:8
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the heavens should be cleansed
with these, but the heavenly things
themselves with better sacrifices
than these. 24 For Christ hasn’t
entered intoholyplacesmadewith
hands, which are representations
of the true, but into heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence
of God for us; 25 nor yet that he
should offer himself often, as the
high priest enters into the holy
place year by year with blood
not his own, 26 or else he must
have suffered often since the
foundation of the world. But now
once at the end of the ages, he
has been revealed to put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself.
27 Inasmuch as it is appointed for
men to die once, and after this,
judgment, 28 so Christ also, having
been offered once to bear the sins
ofmany,will appear a second time,
not to deal with sin, but to save
those who are eagerly waiting for
him.

10
1 For the law, having a shadow

of the good to come, not the very
image of the things, can never
with the same sacrifices year by
year, which they offer continu-
ally, make perfect those who draw
near. 2 Or else wouldn’t they
have ceased to be offered, because
the worshipers, having been once
cleansed, would have had nomore
consciousness of sins? 3 But in
those sacrifices there is a yearly
reminderof sins. 4For it is impossi-
ble that thebloodofbulls andgoats
should take away sins. 5Therefore
when he comes into the world, he
says,
“You didn’t desire sacrifice and of-

fering,
but you prepared a body for
me.

6 You had no pleasure in whole
burnt offerings and sacri-
fices for sin.

7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have
come (in the scroll of the
book it is written of me)

to do your will, O God.’ ”✡
8 Previously saying, “Sacrifices

and offerings and whole burnt of-
ferings and sacrifices for sin you
didn’t desire, neither had pleasure
in them” (those which are offered
according to the law), 9 then he has
said, “Behold, I have come to do
your will.” He takes away the first,
that he may establish the second,
10bywhichwillwehavebeensanc-
tified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all.

11Every priest indeed stands day
by day serving and offering of-
ten the same sacrifices, which can
never take away sins, 12 but he,
when he had offered one sacrifice
for sins forever, sat down on the
right handofGod, 13 from that time
waitinguntil his enemies aremade
the footstool of his feet. 14 For by
one offering he has perfected for-
ever those who are being sancti-
fied. 15TheHoly Spirit also testifies
to us, for after saying,
16 “This is the covenant that I will

make with them
after those days,” says the
Lord,

“I will put my laws on their heart,
I will also write them on their
mind;”✡

then he says,
17 “I will remember their sins and

their iniquities nomore.”✡
18Nowwhere remission of these

is, there is nomore offering for sin.
19 Having therefore, brothers,

boldness to enter into the holy
place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by
the way which he dedicated for
us, a new and living way, through
the veil, that is to say, his flesh,
21 and having a great priest over
God’s house, 22 let’s draw near
with a true heart in fullness of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled

✡ 10:7 Psalm 40:6-8 ✡ 10:16 Jeremiah 31:33 ✡ 10:17 Jeremiah 31:34
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from an evil conscience and hav-
ing our body washed with pure
water, 23 let’s hold fast the confes-
sionofourhopewithoutwavering;
for he who promised is faithful.

24 Let’s consider how to pro-
voke one another to love and good
works, 25 not forsaking our own
assembling together, as the custom
of some is, but exhorting one an-
other, and so much the more as
you see the Day approaching.

26 For if we sin willfully after
wehave received theknowledgeof
the truth, there remains no more
a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain
fearful expectation of judgment,
and a fierceness of fire which will
devour the adversaries. 28 A man
who disregards Moses’ law dies
without compassion on the word
of two or three witnesses. 29How
much worse punishment do you
think he will be judged worthy
of who has trodden under foot
the Son of God, and has counted
the blood of the covenant with
which hewas sanctified an unholy
thing, andhas insulted the Spirit of
grace? 30 For we know him who
said, “Vengeance belongs to me. I
will repay,” says the Lord.✡ Again,
“The Lord will judge his people.”✡
31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.

32 But remember the former
days, in which, after you were
enlightened, you endured a great
struggle with sufferings: 33 partly,
being exposed to both reproaches
and oppressions, and partly,
becoming partakers with those
who were treated so. 34 For you
both had compassion on me in
my chains and joyfully accepted
the plundering of your posses-
sions, knowing that you have for
yourselves a better possession and
an enduring one in the heavens.
35 Therefore don’t throw away

your boldness, which has a great
reward. 36Foryouneedendurance
so that, having done the will of
God, youmay receive the promise.
37 “In a very little while,

he who comes will come and
will not wait.

38But the righteous onewill live by
faith.

If he shrinks back,my soul has
no pleasure in him.”✡

39 But we are not of those who
shrink back to destruction, but of
those who have faith to the saving
of the soul.

11
1Nowfaith is assuranceof things

hoped for, proof of things not seen.
2 For by this, the elders obtained
approval. 3By faithweunderstand
that the universe has been framed
by the word of God, so that what
is seen has not been made out of
things which are visible.

4 By faith Abel offered to God a
more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
through which he had testimony
given to him that hewas righteous,
God testifying with respect to his
gifts; and through ithe, beingdead,
still speaks.

5By faith Enochwas taken away,
so that he wouldn’t see death, and
he was not found, because God
translated him. For he has had
testimony given to him that before
his translation he had been well
pleasing to God. 6Without faith it
is impossible to be well pleasing to
him, for hewho comes toGodmust
believe thathe exists, and thathe is
a rewarder of those who seek him.

7 By faith Noah, being warned
about things not yet seen, moved
with godly fear,* prepared a ship
for the savingofhishouse, through
which he condemned the world
and became heir of the righteous-
ness which is according to faith.

✡ 10:30 Deuteronomy32:35 ✡ 10:30 Deuteronomy32:36; Psalm135:14 ✡ 10:38 Habakkuk
2:3-4 * 11:7 or, reverence
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8 By faith Abraham, when he
was called, obeyed to go out to the
place which he was to receive for
an inheritance. He went out, not
knowing where he went. 9By faith
he lived as an alien in the land of
promise, as in a land not his own,
dwelling in tentswith Isaac and Ja-
cob, the heirswith him of the same
promise. 10 For he was looking
for the citywhich has foundations,
whose builder andmaker is God.

11By faith even Sarah herself re-
ceived power to conceive, and she
bore a child when she was past
age, since she counted him faithful
who had promised. 12 Therefore
as many as the stars of the sky in
multitude, and as innumerable as
the sand which is by the sea shore,
were fathered by one man, and
him as good as dead.

13 These all died in faith, not
having received the promises, but
having seen† them and embraced
them from afar, and having con-
fessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For
those who say such things make it
clear that they are seeking a coun-
try of their own. 15 If indeed they
had been thinking of that country
from which they went out, they
would have had enough time to
return. 16 But now they desire a
better country, that is, a heavenly
one. ThereforeGod is not ashamed
of them, to be called their God, for
he has prepared a city for them.

17 By faith, Abraham, being
tested, offered up Isaac. Yes,
he who had gladly received the
promises was offering up his only
born‡ son, 18 to whom it was said,
“Your offspring will be accounted
as from Isaac,” ✡ 19 concluding that
God is able to raise up even from
the dead. Figuratively speaking,

he also did receive him back from
the dead.

20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob
and Esau, even concerning things
to come.

21 By faith Jacob, when he was
dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on
the top of his staff.

22 By faith Joseph, when his end
was near, made mention of the de-
parture of the children of Israel,
and gave instructions concerning
his bones.

23 By faith Moses, when he was
born,was hidden for threemonths
by his parents, because they saw
that he was a beautiful child; and
they were not afraid of the king’s
commandment.

24 By faith Moses, when he had
grown up, refused to be called
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
25 choosing rather to share ill
treatment with God’s people than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
time, 26 considering the reproach
of Christ greater riches than the
treasures of Egypt; for he looked
to the reward. 27 By faith he left
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the
king; for he endured, as seeinghim
who is invisible. 28By faith he kept
the Passover and the sprinkling of
the blood, that the destroyer of the
firstborn should not touch them.

29 By faith they passed through
the Red Sea as on dry land. When
the Egyptians tried to do so, they
were swallowed up.

30By faith thewalls of Jericho fell
down after they had been encir-
cled for seven days.

31 By faith Rahab the prostitute
didn’t perish with those who were
disobedient, having received the
spies in peace.

32 What more shall I say? For
the time would fail me if I told of

† 11:13 TR adds “and being convinced of” ‡ 11:17 The phrase “only born” is from the Greek
word “μονογενη”, which is sometimes translated “only begotten” or “one and only”. ✡ 11:18
Genesis 21:12
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Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah,
David, Samuel, and the prophets
— 33 who through faith subdued
kingdoms, worked out righteous-
ness, obtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions,✡ 34 quenched
the power of fire,✡ escaped the
edgeof the sword,✡ fromweakness
were made strong, grewmighty in
war, and caused foreign armies to
flee. 35Women received their dead
by resurrection.✡ Others were tor-
tured, not accepting their deliver-
ance, that they might obtain a bet-
ter resurrection. 36 Others were
tried by mocking and scourging,
yes, moreover by bonds and im-
prisonment. 37They were stoned.✡
They were sawn apart. They were
tempted. They were slain with
the sword.✡ They went around in
sheep skins and in goat skins; be-
ing destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—
38 of whom theworldwas not wor-
thy—wandering in deserts, moun-
tains, caves, and the holes of the
earth.

39 These all, having been com-
mended for their faith, didn’t re-
ceive the promise, 40 God having
provided some better thing con-
cerning us, so that apart from us
they should not bemade perfect.

12
1 Therefore let’s also, seeing

we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, lay aside every
weight and the sin which so easily
entangles us, and let’s run with
perseverance the race that is set
before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the
author and perfecter of faith, who
for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising its
shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.

3 For consider him who has en-
dured such contradiction of sin-
nersagainsthimself, that youdon’t
growweary, fainting in your souls.
4Youhavenot yet resisted toblood,
striving against sin. 5You have for-
gotten the exhortation which rea-
sons with you as with children,
“Myson, don’t take lightly thechas-

tening of the Lord,
nor faint when you are re-
proved by him;

6 for whom the Lord loves, he
disciplines,

and chastises every sonwhom
he receives.”✡

7 It is for discipline that you
endure. God deals with you as
with children, for what son is
there whom his father doesn’t dis-
cipline? 8 But if you are with-
out discipline, of which all have
been made partakers, then you
are illegitimate, and not children.
9 Furthermore, we had the fathers
of our flesh to chasten us, and
we paid them respect. Shall we
not much rather be in subjection
to the Father of spirits and live?
10 For they indeed for a few days
disciplined us as seemed good to
them, but he for our profit, that
we may be partakers of his holi-
ness. 11 All chastening seems for
the present to be not joyous but
grievous; yet afterward it yields
the peaceful fruit of righteousness
to those who have been trained by
it. 12 Therefore lift up the hands
that hang down and the feeble
knees, ✡ 13andmake straight paths
for your feet,✡ sowhat is lamemay
not be dislocated, but rather be
healed.

14 Follow after peace with all
men, and the sanctification with-
out which no man will see the
Lord, 15 looking carefully lest there

✡ 11:33 Daniel 6:22-23 ✡ 11:34 Daniel 3:1-30 ✡ 11:34 1 Kings 19:1-3; 2 Kings 6:31–7:20
✡ 11:35 1 Kings 17:17-23; 2 Kings 4:32-37 ✡ 11:37 2 Chronicles 24:20-21 ✡ 11:37 Jeremiah
26:20-23; 1 Kings 19:10 ✡ 12:6 Proverbs 3:11-12 ✡ 12:12 Isaiah 35:3 ✡ 12:13 Proverbs
4:26
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be any man who falls short of the
grace of God, lest any root of bitter-
ness springing up trouble you and
many be defiled by it, 16 lest there
be any sexually immoral person
or profane person, like Esau, who
sold his birthright for one meal.
17 For you know that even when
he afterward desired to inherit the
blessing, he was rejected, for he
found no place for a change of
mind thoughhe sought it diligently
with tears.

18 For you have not come to a
mountain that might be touched
and that burned with fire, and to
blackness, darkness, storm, 19 the
sound of a trumpet, and the voice
of words; which those who heard
it begged that not one more word
should be spoken to them, 20 for
they could not stand that which
was commanded, “If even an ani-
mal touches the mountain, it shall
be stoned”.*✡ 21 So fearful was the
appearance that Moses said, “I am
terrified and trembling.”✡

22 But you have come to Mount
Zion and to the city of the liv-
ing God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
and to innumerable multitudes of
angels, 23 to the festal gathering
and assembly of the firstborn who
are enrolled in heaven, to God
the Judge of all, to the spirits of
just men made perfect, 24 to Jesus,
the mediator of a new covenant,✡
and to the blood of sprinkling that
speaks better than that of Abel.

25 See that you don’t refuse him
who speaks. For if they didn’t
escape when they refused him
who warned on the earth, how
much more will we not escape
who turn away from him who
warns fromheaven, 26whosevoice
shook the earth then, but now he
has promised, saying, “Yet once

more I will shake not only the
earth, but also the heavens.”✡
27 This phrase, “Yet once more”
signifies the removing of those
things that are shaken, as of things
that have been made, that those
things which are not shaken may
remain. 28 Therefore, receiving
a Kingdom that can’t be shaken,
let’s have grace, through which
we serve God acceptably, with
reverence and awe, 29 for our God
is a consuming fire.✡

13
1 Let brotherly love continue.

2 Don’t forget to show hospitality
to strangers, for in doing so, some
have entertained angels without
knowing it. 3Remember thosewho
are in bonds, as bound with them,
and thosewhoare ill-treated, since
you are also in the body. 4 Let
marriage be held in honor among
all, and let the bed be undefiled;
but Godwill judge the sexually im-
moral and adulterers.

5Be free from the love of money,
content with such things as you
have, for he has said, “I will in no
way leave you, neitherwill I in any
way forsake you.”✡ 6 So that with
good courage we say,
“The Lord is my helper. I will not

fear.
What canman do tome?”✡

7 Remember your leaders, men
who spoke to you the word of God,
and considering the results of their
conduct, imitate their faith. 8 Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday, to-
day, and forever. 9 Don’t be car-
ried away by various and strange
teachings, for it is good that the
heart be established by grace, not
by foods, throughwhich thosewho
were so occupied were not bene-
fited.

* 12:20 TR adds “or shot with an arrow” ✡ 12:20 Exodus 19:12-13 ✡ 12:21 Deuteronomy
9:19 ✡ 12:24 Jeremiah 31:31 ✡ 12:26 Haggai 2:6 ✡ 12:29 Deuteronomy 4:24 ✡ 13:5
Deuteronomy 31:6 ✡ 13:6 Psalm 118:6-7
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10We have an altar from which
those who serve the holy taberna-
cle have no right to eat. 11 For
the bodies of those animals, whose
blood isbrought into theholyplace
by the high priest as an offering
for sin, are burned outside of the
camp.✡ 12 Therefore Jesus also,
that he might sanctify the people
through his own blood, suffered
outside of the gate. 13 Let’s there-
fore go out to him outside of the
camp, bearing his reproach. 14 For
we don’t have here an enduring
city, but we seek that which is to
come. 15 Through him, then, let’s
offer up a sacrifice of praise to God
✡ continually, that is, the fruit of
lips which proclaim allegiance to
his name. 16 But don’t forget to be
doing good and sharing, for with
such sacrifices God is well pleased.

17Obey your leaders and submit
to them, for they watch on behalf
of your souls, as those who will
give account, that theymay do this
with joy and notwith groaning, for
thatwouldbeunprofitable foryou.

18 Pray for us, for we are per-
suaded that we have a good con-
science, desiring to live honorably
in all things. 19 I strongly urge you
to do this, that I may be restored to
you sooner.

20 Now may the God of peace,
who brought again from the dead
the great shepherd of the sheep
with the blood of an eternal
covenant, our Lord Jesus, 21make
you complete in every good work
to do his will, working in you that
which is well pleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

22But I exhort you, brothers, en-
dure the word of exhortation, for I
have written to you in few words.
23 Know that our brother Timothy
has been freed, with whom, if he
comes shortly, I will see you.

24 Greet all of your leaders and
all the saints. The Italians greet
you.

25Grace be with you all. Amen.

✡ 13:11 Leviticus 16:27 ✡ 13:15 Psalm 50:23
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The Letter from
James

1 James, a servant of God and
of the Lord Jesus Christ,* to the
twelve tribes which are in the Dis-
persion: Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers,†
when you fall into various temp-
tations, 3 knowing that the testing
of your faith produces endurance.
4 Let endurance have its perfect
work, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.

5But if any of you lacks wisdom,
let him ask of God, who gives to
all liberally and without reproach,
and it will be given to him. 6 But
let him ask in faith, without any
doubting, for he who doubts is like
a wave of the sea, driven by the
wind and tossed. 7 For that man
shouldn’t think that hewill receive
anything from the Lord. 8 He is
a double-minded man, unstable in
all his ways.

9 Let the brother in humble cir-
cumstances glory in his high po-
sition; 10 and the rich, in that he
is made humble, because like the
flower in the grass, he will pass
away. 11 For the sun arises with
the scorching wind and withers
the grass; and the flower in it falls,
and the beauty of its appearance
perishes. So the rich man will also
fade away in his pursuits.

12 Blessed is a person who en-
dures temptation, for when he has
been approved, he will receive
the crown of life which the Lord
promised to those who love him.

13 Let no man say when he is
tempted, “I am tempted by God,”
for God can’t be tempted by evil,
and he himself tempts no one.

14 But each one is tempted when
he is drawn away by his own lust
and enticed. 15Then the lust, when
it has conceived, bears sin. The
sin, when it is full grown, produces
death. 16 Don’t be deceived, my
beloved brothers. 17 Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Fa-
ther of lights, with whom can be
no variation nor turning shadow.
18 Of his own will he gave birth to
us by the word of truth, that we
shouldbeakindoffirst fruits of his
creatures.

19 So, then, my beloved broth-
ers, let every man be swift to hear,
slow to speak, and slow to anger;
20 for the anger of man doesn’t
produce the righteousness of God.
21Therefore, putting away all filth-
iness and overflowing of wicked-
ness, receive with humility the im-
plantedword,which is able to save
your souls.‡

22 But be doers of the word, and
not only hearers, deluding your
own selves. 23 For if anyone is
a hearer of the word and not a
doer, he is like aman looking at his
natural face in a mirror; 24 for he
sees himself, and goes away, and
immediately forgets what kind of
man he was. 25 But he who looks
into theperfect lawof freedomand
continues, not being a hearer who
forgets but a doer of the work, this
man will be blessed in what he
does.

26 If anyone among you thinks
himself to be religious while he
doesn’t bridle his tongue, but de-
ceives his heart, thisman’s religion
is worthless. 27 Pure religion and
undefiled before our God and Fa-
ther is this: to visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction, and
to keep oneself unstained by the
world.

* 1:1 “Christ” means “AnointedOne”. † 1:2 Theword for “brothers” here andwhere context
allowsmayalsobe correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ‡ 1:21 or, preserve
your life.
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2
1 My brothers, don’t hold the

faith of our glorious Lord Jesus
Christwithpartiality. 2For if aman
with a gold ring, in fine clothing,
comes into your synagogue,* and
a poor man in filthy clothing also
comes in, 3 and you pay special at-
tention to him who wears the fine
clothing and say, “Sit here in a good
place;” and you tell the poor man,
“Stand there,” or “Sit by my foot-
stool” 4 haven’t you shown partial-
ity among yourselves, and become
judgeswith evil thoughts? 5Listen,
my beloved brothers. Didn’t God
choose those who are poor in this
world to be rich in faith and heirs
of theKingdomwhichhepromised
to those who love him? 6 But you
have dishonored the poor man.
Don’t the rich oppress youandper-
sonally dragyoubefore the courts?
7 Don’t they blaspheme the hon-
orable name by which you are
called?

8However, if you fulfill the royal
law according to the Scripture,
“You shall love your neighbor as
yourself,”✡ you do well. 9 But if
you show partiality, you commit
sin, being convicted by the law
as transgressors. 10 For whoever
keeps thewhole law, and yet stum-
bles in one point, he has become
guilty of all. 11 For he who said,
“Do not commit adultery,”✡ also
said, “Do not commit murder.”✡
Now if you do not commit adultery
but do murder, you have become
a transgressor of the law. 12 So
speak and so do as menwho are to
be judged by the law of freedom.
13 For judgment is without mercy
to him who has shown no mercy.
Mercy triumphs over judgment.

14 What good is it, my broth-

ers, if a man says he has faith,
but has no works? Can faith save
him? 15 And if a brother or sister
is naked and in lack of daily food,
16 and one of you tells them, “Go
in peace. Be warmed and filled;”
yet you didn’t give them the things
the body needs, what good is it?
17Evenso faith, if ithasnoworks, is
dead in itself. 18Yes, amanwill say,
“Youhave faith, and I haveworks.”
Showmeyour faithwithoutworks,
and Iwill show youmy faith bymy
works.

19 You believe that God is one.
You do well. The demons also
believe—and shudder. 20 But do
you want to know, vain man, that
faith apart from works is dead?
21Wasn’t Abraham our father jus-
tified by works, in that he offered
up Isaac his son on the altar?
22 You see that faith worked with
his works, and by works faith was
perfected. 23 So the Scripture was
fulfilled which says, “Abraham be-
lieved God, and it was accounted
to him as righteousness,”✡ and he
was called the friend of God. 24You
see then that by works a man is
justified, andnotonlyby faith. 25 In
the same way, wasn’t Rahab the
prostitute also justified by works
when she received themessengers
and sent them out another way?
26 For as the body apart from the
spirit is dead, even so faith apart
fromworks is dead.

3
1 Let not many of you be teach-

ers, my brothers, knowing that
we will receive heavier judgment.
2 For we all stumble in many
things. Anyone who doesn’t
stumble in word is a perfect
person, able to bridle the whole
body also. 3 Indeed, we put bits
into the horses’ mouths so that

* 2:2 or, meeting ✡ 2:8 Leviticus 19:18 ✡ 2:11 Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18 ✡ 2:11
Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17 ✡ 2:23 Genesis 15:6 * 3:4 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means
look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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they may obey us, and we guide
their whole body. 4 Behold,* the
ships also, though they are so big
and are driven by fiercewinds, are
yet guided by a very small rudder,
wherever the pilot desires. 5 So
the tongue is also a little member,
and boasts great things. See how
a small fire can spread to a large
forest! 6 And the tongue is a fire.
The world of iniquity among our
members is the tongue, which
defiles the whole body, and sets on
fire the course of nature, and is set
on fire by Gehenna.† 7 For every
kind of animal, bird, creeping
thing, and sea creature is tamed,
and has been tamed by mankind;
8 but nobody can tame the tongue.
It is a restless evil, full of deadly
poison. 9With it we bless our God
and Father, and with it we curse
men who are made in the image
of God. 10 Out of the same mouth
comes blessing and cursing. My
brothers, these things ought not to
be so. 11 Does a spring send out
from the same opening fresh and
bitter water? 12 Can a fig tree, my
brothers, yield olives, or a vine
figs? Thus no spring yields both
salt water and fresh water.

13 Who is wise and understand-
ing among you? Let him show
by his good conduct that his deeds
are done in gentleness of wisdom.
14 But if you have bitter jealousy
and selfish ambition in your heart,
don’t boast and don’t lie against
the truth. 15Thiswisdomisnot that
which comes down from above,
but is earthly, sensual, and de-
monic. 16 For where jealousy and
selfish ambition are, there is con-
fusion and every evil deed. 17 But
the wisdom that is from above is
first pure, then peaceful, gentle,
reasonable, full of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality, andwith-
out hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of

righteousness is sown in peace by
those whomake peace.

4
1 Where do wars and fightings

among you come from? Don’t they
come from your pleasures that
war in your members? 2 You lust,
and don’t have. You murder and
covet, and can’t obtain. You fight
and make war. You don’t have,
because you don’t ask. 3 You ask,
and don’t receive, because you ask
with wrong motives, so that you
may spend it on your pleasures.
4 You adulterers and adulteresses,
don’t you know that friendship
with the world is hostility toward
God? Whoever therefore wants
to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do
you think that the Scripture says
in vain, “The Spirit who lives in us
yearns jealously”? 6 But he gives
more grace. Therefore it says,
“God resists the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.”✡ 7Be subject
therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. 8 Draw
near to God, and hewill draw near
to you. Cleanse your hands, you
sinners. Purify your hearts, you
double-minded. 9 Lament, mourn,
and weep. Let your laughter be
turned to mourning and your joy
to gloom. 10Humble yourselves in
the sight of the Lord, and he will
exalt you.

11 Don’t speak against one an-
other, brothers. He who speaks
against a brother and judges his
brother, speaks against the law
and judges the law. But if you
judge the law, you are not a doer
of the law but a judge. 12Only one
is the lawgiver, who is able to save
and to destroy. But who are you to
judge another?

13 Come now, you who say, “To-
day or tomorrow let’s go into this

† 3:6 or, Hell ✡ 4:6 Proverbs 3:34
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city and spend a year there, trade,
andmake a profit.” 14Yet youdon’t
know what your life will be like
tomorrow. For what is your life?
For you are a vapor that appears
for a little time and then vanishes
away. 15 For you ought to say, “If
the Lord wills, we will both live,
anddo this or that.” 16Butnowyou
glory in your boasting. All such
boasting is evil. 17Tohim therefore
who knows to do good and doesn’t
do it, to him it is sin.

5
1 Come now, you rich, weep

and howl for your miseries that
are coming on you. 2 Your riches
are corrupted and your garments
are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and
your silver are corroded, and their
corrosion will be for a testimony
against you and will eat your
flesh like fire. You have laid up
your treasure in the last days.
4Behold, the wages of the laborers
who mowed your fields, which
you have kept back by fraud,
cry out; and the cries of those
who reaped have entered into
the ears of the Lord of Armies.*
5 You have lived in luxury on the
earth, and taken your pleasure.
You have nourished your hearts
as in a day of slaughter. 6 You
have condemned and you have
murdered the righteous one. He
doesn’t resist you.

7 Be patient therefore, brothers,
until the coming of the Lord. Be-
hold, the farmer waits for the pre-
cious fruit of the earth, being pa-
tient over it, until it receives the
early and late rain. 8 You also be
patient. Establish your hearts, for
the coming of the Lord is at hand.

9 Don’t grumble, brothers,
against one another, so that you
won’t be judged. Behold, the judge

stands at the door. 10 Take, broth-
ers, for an example of suffering
and of perseverance, the prophets
who spoke in the nameof the Lord.
11 Behold, we call them blessed
who endured. You have heard of
the perseverance of Job and have
seen the Lord in the outcome, and
how the Lord is full of compassion
andmercy.

12But above all things,my broth-
ers, don’t swear— not by heaven,
or by the earth, or by any other
oath; but let your “yes” be “yes”,
and your “no”, “no”, so that you
don’t fall into hypocrisy.†

13 Is any among you suffering?
Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let
him sing praises. 14 Is any among
yousick? Lethimcall for theelders
of the assembly, and let them pray
over him, anointing him with oil
in the name of the Lord; 15 and
the prayer of faith will heal him
who is sick, and the Lord will raise
him up. If he has committed sins,
he will be forgiven. 16 Confess
your sins to one another and pray
for one another, that you may be
healed. The insistent prayer of a
righteous person is powerfully ef-
fective. 17 Elijah was a man with
a nature like ours, and he prayed
earnestly that it might not rain,
and it didn’t rain on the earth for
three years and six months. 18He
prayed again, and the sky gave
rain, and the earth produced its
fruit.

19 Brothers, if any among you
wanders from the truth and some-
one turns him back, 20 let him
know that he who turns a sinner
from the error of his way will save
a soul from death and will cover a
multitude of sins.

* 5:4 Greek: Sabaoth (for Hebrew: Tze’va’ot) † 5:12 TR reads “under judgment” instead of
“into hypocrisy”
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Peter’s First Letter
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus

Christ,* to the chosen ones who
are living as foreigners in the
Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,
2 according to the foreknowledge
of God the Father, in sanctification
of the Spirit, that you may obey
Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with
his blood: Grace to you and peace
bemultiplied.

3 Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who ac-
cording to his great mercy caused
us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 to an incor-
ruptible andundefiled inheritance
that doesn’t fade away, reserved
in Heaven for you, 5 who by the
power of God are guarded through
faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. 6 In this
you greatly rejoice, though now
for a little while, if need be, you
have been grieved in various tri-
als, 7 that the proof of your faith,
which is more precious than gold
that perishes, even though it is
tested by fire, may be found to
result in praise, glory, and honor
at the revelation of Jesus Christ—
8 whom, not having known, you
love. In him, thoughnowyoudon’t
see him, yet believing, you rejoice
greatly with joy that is unspeak-
able and full of glory, 9 receiving
the result of your faith, the salva-
tion of your souls.

10 Concerning this salvation, the
prophets sought and searched dili-
gently. They prophesied of the
grace that would come to you,
11 searching for who or what kind
of time the Spirit of Christ which

was in them pointed to when he
predicted the sufferings of Christ
and the glories that would follow
them. 12 To them it was revealed
that they served not themselves,
but you, in these things, which
now have been announced to you
through those who preached the
Good News to you by the Holy
Spirit sent out fromheaven; which
things angels desire to look into.

13Therefore prepare yourminds
for action.† Be sober, and set your
hope fully on the grace that will be
brought to you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ— 14as children of obe-
dience, not conforming yourselves
according to your former lusts as
in your ignorance, 15but just as he
who called you is holy, you your-
selves also be holy in all of your
behavior, 16 because it is written,
“You shall be holy, for I am holy.”✡

17 If you call on him as Father,
who without respect of persons
judges according to each man’s
work, pass the time of your liv-
ing as foreigners here in rever-
ent fear, 18 knowing that you were
redeemed, not with corruptible
things like silver or gold, from the
useless way of life handed down
from your fathers, 19 but with pre-
cious blood, as of a lamb without
blemishor spot, thebloodofChrist,
20who was foreknown indeed be-
fore the foundation of the world,
butwas revealed in this last age for
your sake, 21who through him are
believers in God, who raised him
from the dead and gave him glory,
so that your faith and hope might
be in God.

22 Seeing you have purified your
souls in your obedience to the
truth through the Spirit in sin-
cere brotherly affection, love one
another from the heart fervently,

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:13 literally, “gird up the waist of your mind” or
“put on the belt of the waist of yourmind” ✡ 1:16 Leviticus 11:44-45
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23 having been born again, not
of corruptible seed, but of incor-
ruptible, through the word of God,
which lives and remains forever.
24For,
“All flesh is like grass,

and all of man’s glory like the
flower in the grass.

The grass withers, and its flower
falls;

25but the Lord’s word endures
forever.”✡

This is the word of Good News
which was preached to you.

2
1 Putting away therefore all

wickedness, all deceit, hypocrisies,
envies, and all evil speaking, 2 as
newborn babies, long for the pure
spiritual milk, that with it youmay
grow, 3 if indeed you have tasted
that the Lord is gracious. 4 Come
to him, a living stone, rejected
indeed by men, but chosen by
God, precious. 5 You also as living
stones are built up as a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. 6 Because it is contained in
Scripture,
“Behold,* I lay in Zion a chief cor-

nerstone, chosen and pre-
cious.

He who believes in him will
not be disappointed.”✡

7 For you who believe therefore
is the honor, but for those who are
disobedient,
“The stone which the builders re-

jected
has become the chief corner-
stone,”✡

8and,
“a stumbling stone and a rock of

offense.”✡
For they stumble at the word,

being disobedient, to which also

theywere appointed. 9But you are
a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for God’s
own possession, that youmay pro-
claim the excellence of him who
called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. 10 In the past,
you were not a people, but now
are God’s people, who had not ob-
tained mercy, but now have ob-
tainedmercy.

11 Beloved, I beg you as foreign-
ers and pilgrims to abstain from
fleshly lusts which war against
the soul, 12 having good behavior
among the nations, so in that of
which they speak against you as
evildoers, they may see your good
works and glorify God in the day of
visitation.

13 Therefore subject yourselves
to every ordinance of man for the
Lord’s sake: whether to theking, as
supreme, 14or togovernors, as sent
by him for vengeance on evildo-
ers and for praise to those who do
well. 15 For this is the will of God,
that by well-doing you should put
to silence the ignorance of foolish
men. 16Live as free people, yet not
using your freedom for a cloak of
wickedness, but as bondservants
of God.

17Honorallmen. Love thebroth-
erhood. Fear God. Honor the king.

18 Servants, be in subjection to
your masters with all respect, not
only to the good and gentle, but
also to the wicked. 19 For it is
commendable if someone endures
pain, suffering unjustly, because
of conscience toward God. 20 For
what glory is it if, when you sin,
you patiently endure beating? But
if when you do well, you patiently
endure suffering, this is commend-
able with God. 21 For you were
called to this, because Christ also

✡ 1:25 Isaiah 40:6-8 * 2:6 “Behold”, from“הִנֵּ͏ה” or “ἰδοὺ”,means look at, takenotice, observe,
see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. ✡ 2:6 Isaiah 28:16 ✡ 2:7 Psalm 118:22
✡ 2:8 Isaiah 8:14 † 2:21 TR reads “us” instead of “you”
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suffered for us, leaving you† an ex-
ample, that you should follow his
steps, 22 who didn’t sin, “neither
was deceit found in his mouth.”✡
23 When he was cursed, he didn’t
curse back. When he suffered,
he didn’t threaten, but committed
himself to him who judges righ-
teously. 24Hehimself bore our sins
in his body on the tree, that we,
having died to sins, might live to
righteousness. You were healed
by his wounds.‡ 25 For you were
going astray like sheep; but now
youhave returned to the Shepherd
and Overseer§ of your souls.

3
1 In the same way, wives, be in

subjection to your own husbands,
so that, even if any don’t obey the
Word, they may be won by the
behavior of their wives without a
word, 2 seeing your pure behavior
in fear. 3 Let your beauty come
not from the outward adorning of
braiding your hair, and of wearing
gold ornaments or of putting on
fine clothing, 4but from thehidden
person of the heart, in the incor-
ruptible adornment of a gentle and
quiet spirit, which is very precious
in God’s sight. 5 For this is how
in the past the holy women who
hoped in God also adorned them-
selves, being in subjection to their
own husbands. 6 So Sarah obeyed
Abraham, calling him lord, whose
childrenyounoware if youdowell
and are not put in fear by any ter-
ror.

7You husbands, in the sameway,
live with your wives according to
knowledge, giving honor to the
woman as to the weaker vessel, as
alsobeing jointheirs of thegraceof
life, that your prayers may not be
hindered.

8 Finally, all of you be like-
minded, compassionate, loving as
brothers, tenderhearted, courte-
ous, 9 not rendering evil for evil
or insult for insult; but instead
blessing, knowing that you were
called to this, that you may inherit
a blessing. 10For,
“He whowould love life

and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil

and his lips from speaking de-
ceit.

11Let him turn away from evil and
do good.

Let himseekpeace andpursue
it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on
the righteous,

and his ears open to their
prayer;

but the face of the Lord is
against those who do evil.”✡

13Nowwhowill harm you if you
become imitators of that which is
good? 14But even if you should suf-
fer for righteousness’ sake, you are
blessed. “Don’t fearwhat they fear,
neither be troubled.”✡ 15 But sanc-
tify the Lord God in your hearts.
Always be ready to give an answer
to everyonewho asks you a reason
concerning the hope that is in you,
with humility and fear, 16 having
a good conscience. Thus, while
you are spoken against as evil-
doers, they may be disappointed
who curse your good way of life
in Christ. 17 For it is better, if it
is God’s will, that you suffer for
doing what is right than for doing
evil. 18 Because Christ also suf-
fered for sins once, the righteous
for the unrighteous, that he might
bring you to God, being put to
death in the flesh, but made alive
in the Spirit, 19 in whom he also
went and preached to the spirits in

✡ 2:22 Isaiah 53:9 ‡ 2:24 or, stripes § 2:25 “Overseer” is from the Greek ἐπίσκοπον, which
can mean overseer, curator, guardian, or superintendent. ✡ 3:12 Psalm 34:12-16 ✡ 3:14
Isaiah 8:12
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prison, 20who before were disobe-
dient when God waited patiently
in the days of Noah while the ship
was being built. In it, few, that
is, eight souls, were saved through
water. 21 This is a symbol of bap-
tism, which now saves you—not
the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good con-
science toward God—through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who
is at the right hand of God, having
gone into heaven, angels and au-
thorities and powers being made
subject to him.

4
1Therefore, sinceChrist suffered

for us in the flesh, arm yourselves
also with the same mind; for he
who has suffered in the flesh has
ceased from sin, 2 that you no
longer should live the rest of your
time in the flesh for the lusts of
men, but for the will of God. 3 For
we have spent enough of our past
time doing the desire of the Gen-
tiles, and having walked in lewd-
ness, lusts, drunken binges, orgies,
carousings, and abominable idola-
tries. 4They think it is strange that
you don’t run with them into the
same excess of riot, speaking evil
of you. 5 They will give account
to him who is ready to judge the
living and the dead. 6 For to this
end the Good News was preached
even to the dead, that they might
be judged indeed as men in the
flesh, but liveas toGod in the spirit.

7But the end of all things is near.
Therefore be of sound mind, self-
controlled, and sober in prayer.
8 And above all things be earnest
in your love among yourselves, for
love covers amultitudeof sins. 9Be
hospitable to one another without
grumbling. 10As each has received
a gift, employ it in serving one
another, as good managers of the

grace of God in its various forms.
11 If anyone speaks, let it be as it
were the very words of God. If
anyone serves, let it be as of the
strength which God supplies, that
in all things God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom be-
long the glory and the dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

12 Beloved, don’t be astonished
at the fiery trial which has come
upon you to test you, as though
a strange thing happened to you.
13 But because you are partakers
of Christ’s sufferings, rejoice, that
at the revelation of his glory you
also may rejoice with exceeding
joy. 14 If you are insulted for the
name of Christ, you are blessed,
because the Spirit of glory and of
God rests on you. On their part
he is blasphemed, but on your part
he is glorified. 15 But let none of
you suffer as amurderer, or a thief,
or an evil doer, or a meddler in
other men’s matters. 16 But if one
of you suffers for being aChristian,
let himnotbeashamed; but let him
glorify God in this matter. 17 For
the time has come for judgment to
begin with the household of God.
If it begins first with us, what will
happen to those who don’t obey
the Good News of God? 18 “If it is
hard for the righteous to be saved,
what will happen to the ungodly
and the sinner?”✡ 19 Therefore
let them also who suffer according
to the will of God in doing good
entrust their souls to him, as to a
faithful Creator.

5
1 Therefore I exhort the elders

among you, as a fellow elder and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ,
andwhowill also share in theglory
that will be revealed: 2 shepherd
the flock of God which is among
you, exercising the oversight, not

✡ 4:18 Proverbs 11:31
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under compulsion, but voluntar-
ily; not for dishonest gain, but
willingly; 3 not as lording it over
those entrusted to you, butmaking
yourselves examples to the flock.
4 When the chief Shepherd is re-
vealed, you will receive the crown
of glory that doesn’t fade away.

5 Likewise, you younger ones,
be subject to the elder. Yes, all
of you clothe yourselves with hu-
mility and subject yourselves to
one another; for “God resists the
proud, but gives grace to the hum-
ble.”✡ 6 Humble yourselves there-
foreunder themightyhandofGod,
that he may exalt you in due time,
7 casting all your worries on him,
because he cares for you.

8 Be sober and self-controlled.
Be watchful. Your adversary, the
devil, walks around like a roar-
ing lion, seeking whom he may
devour. 9 Withstand him stead-
fast in your faith, knowing that
yourbrotherswhoare in theworld
are undergoing the same suffer-
ings. 10 But may the God of all
grace, who called you to his eter-
nal glory by Christ Jesus, after you
have suffered a little while, per-
fect, establish, strengthen, and set-
tle you. 11 To him be the glory and
the power forever and ever. Amen.

12Through Silvanus, our faithful
brother, as I consider him, I have
written to you briefly, exhorting
and testifying that this is the true
grace of God in which you stand.
13 She who is in Babylon, chosen
together with you, greets you. So
does Mark, my son. 14 Greet one
another with a kiss of love.
Peace be to all of you who are in

Christ Jesus. Amen.

✡ 5:5 Proverbs 3:34
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Peter’s Second
Letter

1 Simon Peter, a servant and
apostle of Jesus Christ,* to those
who have obtained a like precious
faith with us in the righteousness
of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:
2 Grace to you and peace be mul-
tiplied in the knowledge of God
and of Jesus our Lord, 3 seeing that
his divine power has granted to
us all things that pertain to life
and godliness, through the knowl-
edge of him who called us by his
own glory and virtue, 4 by which
he has granted to us his precious
and exceedingly great promises;
that through these you may be-
come partakers of the divine na-
ture, having escaped from the cor-
ruption that is in the world by
lust. 5 Yes, and for this very cause
adding on your part all diligence,
in your faith supply moral excel-
lence; and in moral excellence,
knowledge; 6 and in knowledge,
self-control; and in self-control,
perseverance; and in persever-
ance, godliness; 7 and in godliness,
brotherly affection; and in broth-
erly affection, love. 8 For if these
things are yours and abound, they
make you to not be idle or un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who
lacks these things is blind, see-
ing only what is near, having for-
gotten the cleansing from his old
sins. 10 Therefore, brothers,† be
more diligent to make your calling
and election sure. For if you do
these things, you will never stum-
ble. 11 For thus you will be richly
suppliedwith the entrance into the

eternal Kingdom of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

12 Therefore I will not be negli-
gent to remind you of these things,
though you know them and are es-
tablished in the present truth. 13 I
think it right, as long as I am in this
tent, to stir you up by reminding
you, 14knowing that the putting off
of my tent comes swiftly, even as
our Lord Jesus Christ made clear
to me. 15 Yes, I will make every ef-
fort that youmay always be able to
remember these things even after
my departure.

16Forwedidn’t follow cunningly
devised fables when we made
known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. 17 For he received from
God the Father honor and glory
when the voice came to him from
the Majestic Glory, “This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.”✡ 18 We heard this voice
come out of heavenwhenwewere
with him on the holy mountain.

19 We have the more sure word
of prophecy; and you do well that
you heed it as to a lamp shining in
a dark place, until the day dawns
and themorning stararises inyour
hearts, 20knowing thisfirst, thatno
prophecy of Scripture is of private
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy
ever came by the will of man,
but holy men of God spoke, being
moved by the Holy Spirit.

2
1 But false prophets also arose

among thepeople, as false teachers
will also be among you, who will
secretly bring in destructive here-
sies, denying even the Master who
bought them, bringing on them-
selves swift destruction. 2 Many

* 1:1 “Christ”means “AnointedOne”. † 1:10 Theword for “brothers” hereandwhere context
allowsmay also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.” ✡ 1:17 Matthew
17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35 * 2:2 TR reads “destructive” instead of “immoral”
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will follow their immoral* ways,
and as a result, theway of the truth
will bemaligned. 3 In covetousness
they will exploit you with decep-
tive words: whose sentence now
from of old doesn’t linger, and
their destruction will not slumber.

4 For if God didn’t spare angels
when they sinned, but cast them
down to Tartarus,† and commit-
ted them to pits of darkness to
be reserved for judgment; 5 and
didn’t spare the ancient world,
but preserved Noah with seven
others, a preacher of righteous-
ness, when he brought a flood on
the world of the ungodly, 6 and
turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes, condemned
them to destruction, having made
them an example to those who
would live in an ungodly way,
7 and delivered righteous Lot, who
was very distressed by the lustful
life of the wicked 8 (for that righ-
teous man dwelling among them
was tormented in his righteous
soul from day to day with see-
ing and hearing lawless deeds),
9 then the Lord knows how to
deliver the godly out of tempta-
tion and to keep the unrighteous
under punishment for the day of
judgment, 10but chiefly those who
walk after the flesh in the lust of
defilement and despise authority.
Daring, self-willed, they are not
afraid to speak evil of dignitaries,
11whereas angels, though greater
in might and power, don’t bring a
slanderous judgment against them
before the Lord. 12 But these, as
unreasoning creatures, born nat-
ural animals to be taken and de-
stroyed, speaking evil in matters
about which they are ignorant,
will in their destroying surely be
destroyed, 13 receiving the wages
of unrighteousness; people who
count it pleasure to revel in the

daytime, spots and defects, revel-
ing in their deceit while they feast
with you; 14 having eyes full of
adultery, andwho can’t cease from
sin, enticing unsettled souls, hav-
ing a heart trained in greed, ac-
cursed children! 15 Forsaking the
rightway, theywent astray, having
followed the way of Balaam the
son of Beor, who loved the wages
of wrongdoing; 16 but he was re-
buked for his own disobedience.
A speechless donkey spoke with a
man’s voice and stopped the mad-
ness of the prophet.

17These arewells without water,
clouds driven by a storm, for
whom the blackness of darkness
has been reserved forever. 18 For,
uttering great swelling words of
emptiness, they entice in the lusts
of the flesh, by licentiousness,
those who are indeed escaping
from those who live in error;
19 promising them liberty, while
they themselves are bondservants
of corruption; for aman is brought
into bondage by whoever over-
comes him.

20 For if, after they have es-
caped the defilement of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are
again entangled in it and over-
come, the last state has become
worse for themthan thefirst. 21For
it would be better for them not to
have known the way of righteous-
ness, than after knowing it, to turn
back from the holy commandment
delivered to them. 22 But it has
happened to themaccording to the
true proverb, “The dog turns to his
own vomit again,”✡ and “the sow
that has washed to wallowing in
themire.”

3
1 This is now, beloved, the sec-

ond letter that I have written to
you; and in both of them I stir up

† 2:4 Tartarus is another name for Hell ✡ 2:22 Proverbs 26:11
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your sincere mind by reminding
you 2 that you should remember
the words which were spoken be-
fore by the holy prophets and the
commandment of us, the apostles
of the Lord and Savior, 3 knowing
thisfirst, that in the last daysmock-
ers will come, walking after their
own lusts 4 and saying, “Where is
the promise of his coming? For,
from the day that the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the
creation.” 5 For they willfully for-
get that there were heavens from
of old, and an earth formed out
of water and amid water by the
word of God, 6 by which means
the world that existed then, being
overflowed with water, perished.
7 But the heavens that exist now
and the earth, by the same word
have been stored up for fire, being
reserved against the day of judg-
ment and destruction of ungodly
men.

8 But don’t forget this one thing,
beloved, that one day is with the
Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. 9 The
Lord is not slow concerning his
promise, as some count slowness;
but he is patient with us, not wish-
ing that anyone should perish, but
that all should come to repentance.
10But the day of the Lordwill come
as a thief in the night, in which
the heavens will pass away with a
great noise, and the elements will
bedissolvedwith ferventheat; and
the earth and theworks that are in
it will be burned up. 11 Therefore,
since all these things will be de-
stroyed like this, what kind of peo-
ple ought you to be in holy liv-
ing and godliness, 12 looking for
and earnestly desiring the com-
ing of the day of God, which will
cause the burning heavens to be
dissolved, and the elements will
melt with fervent heat? 13 But, ac-

cording to his promise, we look for
new heavens and a new earth, in
which righteousness dwells.

14 Therefore, beloved, seeing
that you look for these things,
be diligent to be found in peace,
without defect and blameless in
his sight. 15 Regard the patience
of our Lord as salvation; even
as our beloved brother Paul also,
according to the wisdom given to
him, wrote to you, 16 as also in all
of his letters, speaking in them
of these things. In those, there
are some things that are hard to
understand, which the ignorant
and unsettled twist, as they also
do to the other Scriptures, to their
own destruction. 17 You therefore,
beloved, knowing these things
beforehand, beware, lest being
carried away with the error of the
wicked, you fall from your own
steadfastness. 18 But grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be
the glory both now and forever.
Amen.
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John’s First Letter
1Thatwhichwas from thebegin-

ning, that which we have heard,
that which we have seen with
our eyes, that which we saw, and
ourhands touched, concerning the
Word of life 2 (and the life was re-
vealed, and we have seen, and tes-
tify, and declare to you the life, the
eternal life, whichwaswith the Fa-
ther, andwas revealed to us); 3 that
which we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also may
have fellowship with us. Yes, and
our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son, Jesus Christ.*
4And we write these things to you,
that our joymay be fulfilled.

5 This is the message which
we have heard from him and
announce to you, that God is light,
and in him is no darkness at all.
6 If we say that we have fellowship
withhimandwalk in thedarkness,
we lie and don’t tell the truth. 7But
if we walk in the light as he is
in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son, cleanses us
from all sin. 8 If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. 9 If
we confess our sins, he is faithful
and righteous to forgive us the
sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that
we haven’t sinned, wemake him a
liar, and his word is not in us.

2
1My little children, I write these

things to you so that you may not
sin. If anyone sins, we have a
Counselor* with the Father, Jesus
Christ, the righteous. 2 And he
is the atoning sacrifice† for our

sins, and not for ours only, but
also for the whole world. 3 This
is how we know that we know
him: if we keep his command-
ments. 4 One who says, “I know
him,” and doesn’t keep his com-
mandments, is a liar, and the truth
isn’t in him. 5 But God’s love has
most certainly been perfected in
whoever keeps his word. This is
how we know that we are in him:
6 he who says he remains in him
ought himself also to walk just like
he walked.

7 Brothers, I write no new com-
mandment to you, but an old com-
mandment which you had from
the beginning. The old command-
ment is the word which you heard
from the beginning. 8 Again, I
write a newcommandment to you,
which is true inhimand in you, be-
cause thedarkness is passing away
and the true light already shines.
9He who says he is in the light and
hates his brother is in the darkness
even until now. 10 He who loves
his brother remains in the light,
and there is no occasion for stum-
bling in him. 11 But he who hates
his brother is in the darkness, and
walks in the darkness, and doesn’t
know where he is going, because
the darkness has blinded his eyes.

12 I write to you, little children,
because your sins are forgiven you
for his name’s sake.

13 I write to you, fathers, because
you know him who is from the be-
ginning.
I write to you, young men, be-

cause you have overcome the evil
one.
I write to you, little children, be-

cause you know the Father.
14 I have written to you, fathers,

because you know him who is
from the beginning.

* 1:3 “Christ” means “AnointedOne”. * 2:1 Greek παρακλητον: Counselor, Helper, Intercessor,
Advocate, and Comforter. † 2:2 “atoning sacrifice” is from theGreek “ιλασμος”, an appeasing,
propitiating, or the means of appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns away God’s
wrath because of our sin.
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I have written to you, young
men, because you are strong, and
the word of God remains in you,
and you have overcome the evil
one.

15 Don’t love the world or the
things that are in theworld. If any-
one loves the world, the Father’s
love isn’t in him. 16 For all that is
in the world—the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life—isn’t the Father’s, but is the
world’s. 17 The world is passing
away with its lusts, but he who
does God’s will remains forever.

18 Little children, these are the
end times, and as you heard that
the Antichrist is coming, even now
many antichrists have arisen. By
this we know that it is the final
hour. 19 They went out from us,
but they didn’t belong to us; for
if they had belonged to us, they
wouldhave continuedwith us. But
they left, that they might be re-
vealed that none of them belong
to us. 20 You have an anointing
from the Holy One, and you all
have knowledge.‡ 21 I have not
written to you because you don’t
know the truth, but because you
know it, andbecauseno lie is of the
truth. 22Who is the liar but hewho
denies that Jesus is the Christ? This
is theAntichrist, hewhodenies the
Father and the Son. 23 Whoever
denies the Son doesn’t have the Fa-
ther. Hewho confesses the Son has
the Father also.

24 Therefore, as for you, let that
remain in you which you heard
from the beginning. If that which
you heard from the beginning re-
mains in you, you also will re-
main in the Son, and in the Father.
25 This is the promise which he
promised us, the eternal life.

26 These things I have written to
you concerning those who would
lead you astray. 27 As for you,
the anointing which you received

from him remains in you, and you
don’t need for anyone to teach you.
But as his anointing teaches you
concerning all things, and is true,
and is no lie, and even as it taught
you, you will remain in him.

28 Now, little children, remain
in him, that when he appears, we
may have boldness and not be
ashamedbeforehimat his coming.
29 If you know that he is righteous,
you know that everyonewho prac-
tices righteousness has been born
of him.

3
1 See how great a love the Father

has given to us, that we should
be called children of God! For
this cause the world doesn’t know
us, because it didn’t know him.
2 Beloved, now we are children of
God. It is not yet revealed what
wewill be; butwe know thatwhen
he is revealed, we will be like him,
for we will see him just as he is.
3 Everyone who has this hope set
on himpurifies himself, even as he
is pure.

4 Everyone who sins also com-
mits lawlessness. Sin is lawless-
ness. 5 You know that he was re-
vealed to take away our sins, and
no sin is in him. 6 Whoever re-
mains in himdoesn’t sin. Whoever
sins hasn’t seen him and doesn’t
know him.

7 Little children, let no one lead
you astray. He who does righ-
teousness is righteous, even as he
is righteous. 8 He who sins is of
the devil, for the devil has been
sinning from the beginning. To
this end the Son of God was re-
vealed: that he might destroy the
works of the devil. 9 Whoever is
born of God doesn’t commit sin,
because his seed remains in him,
andhe can’t sin, becausehe is born
of God. 10 In this the children of
God are revealed, and the children
of the devil. Whoever doesn’t do

‡ 2:20 Or, “knowwhat is true”, or, “know all things”



1 John 3:11 299 1 John 4:13

righteousness is not of God, nei-
ther is he who doesn’t love his
brother. 11 For this is the message
which you heard from the begin-
ning, that we should love one an-
other— 12 unlike Cain, who was of
the evil one and killed his brother.
Why did he kill him? Because his
deeds were evil, and his brother’s
righteous.

13 Don’t be surprised, my broth-
ers, if the world hates you. 14 We
know that we have passed out of
death into life, because we love
the brothers. He who doesn’t
love his brother remains in death.
15 Whoever hates his brother is a
murderer, and you know that no
murderer has eternal life remain-
ing in him.

16By this we know love, because
he laid downhis life for us. Andwe
ought to lay down our lives for the
brothers. 17 But whoever has the
world’s goods and sees his brother
in need, then closes his heart of
compassion against him, howdoes
God’s love remain in him?

18My little children, let’s not love
in word only, or with the tongue
only, but in deed and truth. 19And
by this we know that we are of
the truth and persuade our hearts
before him, 20because if our heart
condemns us, God is greater than
our heart, and knows all things.
21 Beloved, if our hearts don’t con-
demn us, we have boldness to-
ward God; 22 so whatever we ask,
we receive from him, because we
keep his commandments and do
the things that are pleasing in his
sight. 23 This is his command-
ment, that we should believe in
the name of his Son, Jesus Christ,
and love one another, even as he
commanded. 24He who keeps his
commandments remains in him,
and he in him. By this we know

that he remains in us, by the Spirit
which he gave us.

4
1 Beloved, don’t believe every

spirit, but test the spirits, whether
they are of God, because many
false prophets have gone out into
the world. 2 By this you know the
Spirit of God: every spiritwho con-
fesses that Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh is of God, 3 and every
spirit who doesn’t confess that Je-
sus Christ has come in the flesh is
not of God; and this is the spirit of
the Antichrist, of whom you have
heard that it comes. Now it is in
theworld already. 4Youare ofGod,
little children, and have overcome
them, because greater is he who is
in you than he who is in the world.
5 They are of the world. Therefore
they speak of the world, and the
world hears them. 6Weare of God.
HewhoknowsGod listens tous. He
who is not of God doesn’t listen to
us. By this we know the spirit of
truth, and the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let’s love one another,
for love is of God; and everyone
who loves has been born of God
and knows God. 8He who doesn’t
love doesn’t know God, for God is
love. 9 By this God’s love was re-
vealed in us, that God has sent his
only born* Son into the world that
we might live through him. 10 In
this is love, not that we loved God,
but that he loved us, and sent his
Son as the atoning sacrifice† for
our sins. 11Beloved, if God lovedus
in this way, we also ought to love
one another. 12 No one has seen
God at any time. If we love one
another, God remains in us, and
his love has been perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we re-
main in him and he in us, because

* 4:9 Thephrase “onlyborn” is fromtheGreekword“μονογενη”,which is sometimes translated
“only begotten” or “one and only”. † 4:10 “atoning sacrifice” is from the Greek “ιλασμος”, an
appeasing, propitiating, or the means of appeasement or propitiation—the sacrifice that turns
away God’s wrath because of our sin.
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he has given us of his Spirit. 14We
have seen and testify that the Fa-
ther has sent the Son as the Savior
of theworld. 15Whoever confesses
that Jesus is the Son of God, God
remains in him, and he in God.
16We know and have believed the
love which God has for us. God is
love, and he who remains in love
remains in God, and God remains
in him. 17 In this, love has been
made perfect among us, that we
may have boldness in the day of
judgment, because as he is, even so
we are in this world. 18There is no
fear in love; but perfect love casts
out fear, because fear has punish-
ment. He who fears is not made
perfect in love. 19 We love him,‡
because he first loved us. 20 If a
man says, “I love God,” and hates
his brother, he is a liar; for he who
doesn’t love his brother whom he
has seen, how can he love God
whom he has not seen? 21 This
commandmentwe have fromhim,
that he who loves God should also
love his brother.

5
1 Whoever believes that Jesus

is the Christ has been born of
God. Whoever loves the Father
also loves the child who is born of
him. 2 By this we know that we
love the children of God, when we
love God and keep his command-
ments. 3For this is loving God, that
we keep his commandments. His
commandments are not grievous.
4Forwhatever is born of God over-
comes the world. This is the vic-
tory that has overcome the world:
your faith. 5Who is he who over-
comes the world, but he who be-
lieves that Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he who came by water
and blood, Jesus Christ; not with
the water only, but with the water
and the blood. It is the Spirit who
testifies, because the Spirit is the

truth. 7 For there are three who
testify:* 8 the Spirit, the water, and
the blood; and the three agree as
one. 9 If we receive the witness of
men, the witness of God is greater;
for this is God’s testimony which
hehas testified concerninghis Son.
10 He who believes in the Son of
God has the testimony in himself.
He who doesn’t believe God has
made him a liar, because he has
not believed in the testimony that
God has given concerning his Son.
11 The testimony is this: that God
gave to us eternal life, and this life
is in his Son. 12Hewho has the Son
has the life. He who doesn’t have
God’s Son doesn’t have the life.

13 These things I have written to
you who believe in the name of
the Son of God, that youmay know
that you have eternal life, and that
youmay continue to believe in the
name of the Son of God.

14 This is the boldness which we
have toward him, that if we ask
anything according to his will, he
listens to us. 15And ifweknow that
he listens to us, whatever we ask,
weknowthatwehave thepetitions
which we have asked of him.

16 If anyone sees his brother sin-
ning a sin not leading to death, he
shall ask, and God will give him
life for those who sin not leading
to death. There is sin leading to
death. I don’t say that he should
make a request concerning this.
17 All unrighteousness is sin, and
there is sin not leading to death.

18Weknow thatwhoever is born
of God doesn’t sin, but he who was
born of God keeps himself, and the
evil one doesn’t touch him. 19We
know that we are of God, and the
whole world lies in the power of
the evil one. 20 We know that
the Son of God has come and has
givenusanunderstanding, thatwe
know him who is true; and we are
in himwho is true, in his Son Jesus

‡ 4:19 NU omits “him”. * 5:7 Only a few recent manuscripts add “in heaven: the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one. And there are three that testify on earth:”
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Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life.

21 Little children, keep your-
selves from idols.
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John’s Second Letter
1 The elder, to the chosen lady

and her children, whom I love in
truth, and not I only, but also all
those who know the truth, 2 for
the truth’s sake, which remains in
us, and it will be with us forever:
3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be
with us, from God the Father and
from the Lord Jesus Christ,* the
Son of the Father, in truth and love.

4 I rejoice greatly that I have
found some of your childrenwalk-
ing in truth, even as we have been
commanded by the Father. 5 Now
I beg you, dear lady, not as though
I wrote to you a new command-
ment, but that which we had from
the beginning, thatwe love one an-
other. 6This is love, that we should
walk according to his command-
ments. This is the commandment,
even as you heard from the begin-
ning, that you should walk in it.

7 For many deceivers have gone
out into theworld, thosewho don’t
confess that Jesus Christ came in
the flesh. This is the deceiver and
the Antichrist. 8Watch yourselves,
that we don’t lose the things which
wehaveaccomplished, but thatwe
receive a full reward. 9 Whoever
transgresses anddoesn’t remain in
the teaching of Christ doesn’t have
God. He who remains in the teach-
ing has both the Father and the
Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and
doesn’t bring this teaching, don’t
receive him into your house, and
don’t welcome him, 11 for he who
welcomes him participates in his
evil deeds.

12 Having many things to write
to you, I don’t want to do so with
paper and ink, but I hope to come
to you and to speak face to face,
that our joy may be made full.

13 The children of your chosen sis-
ter greet you. Amen.

* 1:3 “Christ” means “Anointed One”.
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John’s Third Letter
1 The elder to Gaius the beloved,

whom I love in truth.
2 Beloved, I pray that you

may prosper in all things and
be healthy, even as your soul
prospers. 3 For I rejoiced greatly
when brothers came and testified
about your truth, even as you
walk in truth. 4 I have no greater
joy than this: to hear about my
children walking in truth.

5 Beloved, you do a faithful
work in whatever you accomplish
for those who are brothers and
strangers. 6 They have testified
about your love before the as-
sembly. You will do well to send
them forward on their journey in
a way worthy of God, 7 because
for the sake of the Name they
went out, taking nothing from the
Gentiles. 8 We therefore ought
to receive such, that we may be
fellowworkers for the truth.

9 I wrote to the assembly, but
Diotrephes, who loves to be first
among them, doesn’t accept what
we say. 10 Therefore, if I come,
I will call attention to his deeds
which he does, unjustly accusing
uswithwickedwords. Not content
with this, he doesn’t receive the
brothers himself, and those who
would, he forbids and throws out
of the assembly.

11 Beloved, don’t imitate that
which is evil, but that which is
good. He who does good is of God.
He who does evil hasn’t seen God.
12 Demetrius has the testimony of
all, and of the truth itself; yes, we
also testify, and you know that our
testimony is true.

13 I had many things to write to
you, but I am unwilling to write to
youwith ink and pen; 14but I hope
to seeyousoon. Thenwewill speak
face to face.

Peace be to you. The friends
greet you. Greet the friends by
name.
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The Letter from Jude
1 Jude,* a servantof JesusChrist,†

and brother of James, to thosewho
are called, sanctified by God the
Father, and kept for Jesus Christ:
2 May mercy, peace, and love be
multiplied to you.

3Beloved, while Iwas very eager
to write to you about our common
salvation, I was constrained to
write to you exhorting you to con-
tend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the
saints. 4 For there are certain men
who crept in secretly, even those
who were long ago written about
for this condemnation: ungodly
men, turning the grace of our God
into indecency, and denying our
only Master, God, and Lord, Jesus
Christ.

5 Now I desire to remind you,
though you already know this, that
the Lord, having saved a people
out of the land of Egypt, after-
ward destroyed those who didn’t
believe. 6 Angels who didn’t keep
their first domain, but deserted
their own dwelling place, he has
kept in everlasting bonds under
darkness for the judgment of the
great day. 7 Even as Sodom and
Gomorrah and the cities around
them, having in the same way
as these given themselves over to
sexual immorality and gone after
strange flesh, are shown as an ex-
ample, suffering the punishment
of eternal fire. 8 Yet in the same
way, these also in their dreaming
defile the flesh, despise authority,
and slander celestial beings. 9 But
Michael, the archangel, when con-
tendingwith the devil and arguing
about the body of Moses, dared
not bring against him an abusive

condemnation, but said, “May the
Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these
speak evil of whatever things they
don’t know. They are destroyed
in these things that they under-
stand naturally, like the creatures
without reason. 11 Woe to them!
For they went in the way of Cain,
and ran riotously in the error of
Balaam for hire, and perished in
Korah’s rebellion. 12These are hid-
den rocky reefs in your love feasts
when they feast with you, shep-
herdswhowithout fear feed them-
selves; clouds without water, car-
ried along by winds; autumn trees
without fruit, twice dead, plucked
upby the roots; 13wildwavesof the
sea, foaming out their own shame;
wandering stars, for whom the
blackness of darkness has been re-
served forever. 14About these also
Enoch, the seventh from Adam,
prophesied, saying, “Behold,‡ the
Lord came with ten thousands of
his holy ones, 15 to execute judg-
ment on all, and to convict all the
ungodly of all their works of un-
godliness which they have done
in an ungodly way, and of all the
hard things which ungodly sin-
ners have spoken against him.”
16 These are murmurers and com-
plainers, walking after their lusts
—and their mouth speaks proud
things —showing respect of per-
sons to gain advantage.

17 But you, beloved, remember
the words which have been spo-
ken before by the apostles of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 18 They said to
you, “In the last time there will be
mockers, walking after their own
ungodly lusts.” 19 These are those
who cause divisions and are sen-
sual, not having the Spirit.

20 But you, beloved, keep build-
ing up yourselves on your most
holy faith, praying in the Holy

* 1:1 or, Judah † 1:1 “Christ” means “AnointedOne”. ‡ 1:14 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”,means
look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection.
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Spirit. 21 Keep yourselves in God’s
love, looking for the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal
life. 22On some have compassion,
making a distinction, 23 and some
save, snatching themout of thefire
with fear, hating even the clothing
stained by the flesh.

24 Now to him who is able to
keep them§ from stumbling, and
to present you faultless before the
presence of his glory in great joy,
25 to God our Savior, who alone
is wise, be glory and majesty, do-
minion and power, both now and
forever. Amen.

§ 1:24 TR and NU read “you”
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The Revelation to
John

1 This is the Revelation of Je-
sus Christ,* which God gave him
to show to his servants the things
which must happen soon, which
he sent and made known by his
angel† to his servant, John, 2 who
testified to God’s word and of the
testimony of Jesus Christ, about ev-
erything that he saw.

3 Blessed is he who reads and
those who hear the words of the
prophecy, and keep the things that
are written in it, for the time is
near.

4 John, to the seven assemblies
that are in Asia: Grace to you and
peace from God, who is and who
was and who is to come; and from
the seven Spirits who are before
his throne; 5and from Jesus Christ,
the faithful witness, the firstborn
of the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth. To him who
loves us, and washed us from our
sins by his blood— 6 and he made
us to be a Kingdom, priests✡ to
his God and Father —to him be
thegloryand thedominion forever
and ever. Amen.

7 Behold,‡ he is coming with the
clouds, and every eye will see him,
including those who pierced him.
All the tribes of the earth will
mourn over him. Even so, Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the
Omega,§” says the Lord God,*
“who is and who was and who is
to come, the Almighty.”

9 I John, your brother and part-
ner with you in the oppression,
Kingdom, and perseverance in

Christ Jesus, was on the isle that
is called Patmos because of God’s
Word and the testimony of Jesus
Christ. 10 I was in the Spirit
on the Lord’s day, and I heard
behind me a loud voice, like a
trumpet 11 saying,† “What you
see, write in a book and send
to the seven assemblies:‡ to
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia,
and to Laodicea.”

12 I turned to see the voice that
spoke with me. Having turned,
I saw seven golden lamp stands.
13And among the lamp stands was
one like a son of man,✡ clothed
with a robe reaching down to
his feet, and with a golden sash
around his chest. 14His head and
his hair were white as white wool,
like snow. His eyes were like a
flame of fire. 15His feet were like
burnished brass, as if it had been
refined in a furnace. His voice
was like the voice of many waters.
16 He had seven stars in his right
hand. Out of his mouth proceeded
a sharp two-edged sword. His
face was like the sun shining at its
brightest. 17When I saw him, I fell
at his feet like a deadman.
He laid his right hand on me,

saying, “Don’t beafraid. I amthe
first and the last, 18and the Liv-
ing one. I was dead, and behold,
I am alive forever and ever.
Amen. I have the keys of Death
and of Hades.§ 19 Write there-
fore the things which you have
seen, and the things which are,
and the things which will hap-
pen hereafter. 20 The mystery
of the sevenstarswhichyousaw
in my right hand, and the seven
golden lamp stands is this: The

* 1:1 “Christ” means “Anointed One”. † 1:1 or, messenger (here and wherever angel is
mentioned) ✡ 1:6 Exodus 19:6; Isaiah 61:6 ‡ 1:7 “Behold”, from “ἰδοὺ”, means look at,
take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used as an interjection. § 1:8 TR adds “the
Beginning and the End” * 1:8 TR omits “God” † 1:11 TR adds “I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the First and the Last.” ‡ 1:11 TR adds “which are in Asia” ✡ 1:13 Daniel 7:13
§ 1:18 or, Hell * 1:20 or, messengers (here and wherever angels are mentioned)



Revelation 2:1 307 Revelation 2:18

seven stars are the angels* of
thesevenassemblies. Theseven
lamp stands are seven assem-
blies.

2
1“To theangel of theassembly

in Ephesus write:
“He who holds the seven stars

in his right hand, he who walks
among the seven golden lamp
stands says these things:

2 “I know your works, and
your toil and perseverance, and
that you can’t tolerate evilmen,
and have tested those who call
themselves apostles, and they
are not, and found them false.
3 You have perseverance and
have endured for my name’s
sake, and have * not grown
weary. 4But I have this against
you, that you left your first
love. 5 Remember therefore
from where you have fallen,
and repent and do the first
works; or else I am coming to
you swiftly, and will move your
lamp stand out of its place,
unless you repent. 6 But this
you have, that you hate the
works of the Nicolaitans, which
I also hate. 7 He who has an
ear, let himhearwhat the Spirit
says to the assemblies. To him
who overcomes I will give to eat
from the tree of life, which is in
the Paradise ofmy God.

8“To theangel of theassembly
in Smyrnawrite:
“The first and the last, who

was dead, and has come to life
says these things:

9 “I know your works, oppres-
sion, and your poverty (but you
are rich), and the blasphemy of
thosewhosay theyare Jews, and
they are not, but are a syna-
gogue of Satan. 10 Don’t be

afraid of the things which you
are about to suffer. Behold, the
devil is about to throw some of
you into prison, that you may
be tested; and you will have op-
pression for ten days. Be faith-
ful to death, and I will give you
the crown of life. 11 He who
has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assem-
blies. He who overcomes won’t
be harmed by the second death.

12 “To the angel of the assem-
bly in Pergamumwrite:
“He who has the sharp two-

edged sword says these things:
13 “I know your works and

where you dwell, where Satan’s
throne is. You hold firmly to
my name, and didn’t deny my
faith in the days of Antipas my
witness, my faithful one, who
waskilledamongyou,whereSa-
tan dwells. 14 But I have a
few things against you, because
you have there some who hold
the teaching of Balaam, who
taught Balak to throw a stum-
bling block before the children
of Israel, to eat things sacrificed
to idols, and to commit sexual
immorality. 15 So also you
likewise have some who hold to
the teachingof theNicolaitans.†
16Repent therefore, or else I am
coming to you quickly and I will
makewar against themwith the
sword of my mouth. 17He who
has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the assem-
blies. To him who overcomes,
to him I will give of the hidden
manna, ‡ and I will give him a
white stone, and on the stone a
new namewrittenwhich no one
knows but he who receives it.

18 “To the angel of the assem-
bly in Thyatira write:

* 2:3 TRadds “have laboredand” † 2:15 TRreads “which Ihate” insteadof “likewise” ‡ 2:17
Manna is supernatural food, named after the Hebrew for “What is it?”. See Exodus 11:7-9.
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“The Son of God, who has his
eyes like a flame of fire, and his
feet are like burnished brass,
says these things:

19 “I know your works, your
love, faith, service, patient
endurance, and that your last
works are more than the first.
20 But I have this against you,
that you tolerate your§ woman
Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess. She teaches and
seduces my servants to commit
sexual immorality and to eat
things sacrificed to idols. 21 I
gave her time to repent, but she
refuses to repent of her sexual
immorality. 22 Behold, I will
throw her and those who com-
mit adulterywith her into a bed
of great oppression, unless they
repent of her works. 23 I will
kill her children with Death,
andall theassemblieswill know
that I am he who searches the
minds and hearts. I will give
to each one of you according to
your deeds. 24 But to you I say,
to the rest who are in Thyatira
—as many as don’t have this
teaching, who don’t know what
some call ‘the deep things of
Satan’—to you I say, I am not
putting any other burden on
you. 25Nevertheless, hold that
which you have firmly until I
come. 26 He who overcomes,
and he who keeps my works
to the end, to him I will give
authority over the nations.
27Hewill rule themwitha rodof
iron, shattering them like clay
pots,✡ as I also have received of
my Father; 28and Iwill give him
themorning star. 29Hewho has
an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the assemblies.

3
1 “And to the angel of the as-

sembly in Sardis write:
“He who has the seven Spirits

of God and the seven stars says
these things:
“I know your works, that

you have a reputation of be-
ing alive, but you are dead.
2 Wake up and strengthen the
things that remain, which you
were about to throw away,*
for I have found no works of
yours perfected beforemy God.
3Remember therefore how you
have received and heard. Keep
it and repent. If therefore you
won’t watch, I will come as
a thief, and you won’t know
what hour I will come upon
you. 4Nevertheless you have a
few names in Sardis that didn’t
defile their garments. They
will walk with me in white, for
they are worthy. 5 He who
overcomes will be arrayed in
white garments, and I will in
no way blot his name out of the
book of life, and I will confess
his name before my Father, and
before his angels. 6He who has
an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the assemblies.

7“To theangel of theassembly
in Philadelphia write:
“He who is holy, he who is

true, he who has the key of
David, hewho opens and no one
can shut, and who shuts and no
one opens, says these things:

8 “I know your works (behold,
I have set before you an open
door, which no one can shut),
that youhave a little power, and
kept my word, and didn’t deny
my name. 9 Behold, I make
some of the synagogue of Sa-
tan, of those who say they are
Jews, and they are not, but lie

§ 2:20 TR, NU read “that” instead of “your” ✡ 2:27 Psalm 2:9 * 3:2 NU& TR read “which
were about to die” instead of “which you were about to throw away”.
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—behold, I will make them to
come and worship before your
feet, and to know that I have
loved you. 10Because you kept
my command to endure, I also
will keep you from the hour of
testing which is to come on the
whole world, to test those who
dwell on the earth. 11 I am com-
ing quickly! Hold firmly that
which you have, so that no one
takes your crown. 12 He who
overcomes, I will make him a
pillar in the temple of my God,
and hewill go out from there no
more. I will write on him the
name of my God and the name
of the city of my God, the new
Jerusalem, which comes down
out of heaven frommyGod, and
my own new name. 13 He
who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the as-
semblies.

14 “To the angel of the assem-
bly in Laodicea write:
“The Amen, the Faithful and

True Witness, the Beginning†
of God’s creation, says these
things:

15 “I know your works, that
you are neither cold nor hot. I
wish youwere cold orhot. 16So,
because you are lukewarm,
and neither hot nor cold, I will
vomit you out of my mouth.
17 Because you say, ‘I am rich,
and have gotten riches, and
haveneedofnothing,’ anddon’t
know that you are the wretched
one, miserable, poor, blind,
and naked; 18 I counsel you to
buy from me gold refined by
fire, that you may become rich;
and white garments, that you
may clothe yourself, and that
the shame of your nakedness
may not be revealed; and eye
salve to anoint your eyes, that
you may see. 19 As many as I

love, I reprove and chasten. Be
zealous therefore, and repent.
20 Behold, I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, then
I will come in to him and will
dine with him, and he with me.
21He who overcomes, I will give
to him to sit down with me on
my throne, as I also overcame
and sat downwithmy Father on
his throne. 22 He who has an
ear, let himhearwhat the Spirit
says to the assemblies.”

4
1After these things I looked and

saw a door opened in heaven; and
the first voice that I heard, like
a trumpet speaking with me, was
one saying, “Come up here, and
I will show you the things which
must happen after this.”

2 Immediately I was in the Spirit.
Behold, there was a throne set
in heaven, and one sitting on the
throne 3 that looked like a jasper
stone and a sardius. There was a
rainbowaround the throne, likean
emerald to look at. 4 Around the
throne were twenty-four thrones.
On the thrones were twenty-four
elders sitting, dressed inwhite gar-
ments, with crowns of gold on
their heads. 5 Out of the throne
proceed lightnings, sounds, and
thunders. Therewere seven lamps
of fire burning before his throne,
which are the seven Spirits of God.
6Before the throne was something
like a sea of glass, similar to crys-
tal. In the middle of the throne,
and around the throne were four
living creatures full of eyes before
and behind. 7 The first creature
was like a lion, the second creature
like a calf, the third creature had
a face like a man, and the fourth
was like a flying eagle. 8 The four
living creatures, each one of them
having six wings, are full of eyes

† 3:14 or, Source, or Head
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around and within. They have no
rest day and night, saying, “Holy,
holy, holy* is the Lord God, the
Almighty, whowas andwho is and
who is to come!”

9When the living creatures give
glory, honor, and thanks to him
who sits on the throne, to him
who lives forever and ever, 10 the
twenty-four elders fall down be-
fore him who sits on the throne
and worship him who lives for-
ever and ever, and throw their
crowns before the throne, saying,
11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and
God, the Holy One,† to receive the
glory, the honor, and the power,
for you created all things, and be-
cause of your desire they existed
and were created!”

5
1 I saw, in the right hand of

him who sat on the throne, a book
written inside and outside, sealed
shut with seven seals. 2 I saw a
mighty angel proclaiming with a
loud voice, “Who isworthy to open
the book, and to break its seals?”
3 No one in heaven above, or on
the earth, or under the earth, was
able to open the book or to look in
it. 4 Then I wept much, because
no one was found worthy to open
the book or to look in it. 5 One of
the elders said to me, “Don’t weep.
Behold, the Lionwho is of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David, has
overcome: he who opens the book
and its seven seals.”

6 I saw in the middle of the
throne and of the four living crea-
tures, and in the middle of the el-
ders, a Lamb standing, as though
it had been slain, having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are
the seven Spirits of God, sent out
into all the earth. 7 Then he came,
and he took it out of the right

hand of himwho sat on the throne.
8Nowwhenhehad taken the book,
the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down be-
fore the Lamb, each one having
a harp, and golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of
the saints. 9They sang a new song,
saying,
“You are worthy to take the book

and to open its seals,
for you were killed,

and bought us for God with
your blood

out of every tribe, language,
people, and nation,

10andmade us kings and priests to
our God;

and we will reign on the
earth.”

11 I looked, and I heard some-
thing like a voice of many angels
around the throne, the living crea-
tures, and the elders. The number
of them was ten thousands of ten
thousands, and thousands of thou-
sands, 12 saying with a loud voice,
“Worthy is the Lambwhohas been
killed to receive the power, wealth,
wisdom, strength, honor, glory,
and blessing!”

13 I heard every created thing
which is in heaven, on the earth,
under the earth, on the sea, and ev-
erything in them, saying, “To him
who sits on the throne and to the
Lamb be the blessing, the honor,
the glory, and the dominion, for-
ever and ever! Amen!”*

14The four living creatures said,
“Amen!” Then the† elders fell
down andworshiped.‡

6
1 I saw that theLambopenedone

of the seven seals, and I heard one
of the four living creatures saying,
as with a voice of thunder, “Come
and see!” 2 Then a white horse

* 4:8 Hodges/Farstad MT reads “holy” 9 times instead of 3. † 4:11 TR omits “and God, the
Holy One,” * 5:13 TR omits “Amen!” † 5:14 TR adds “twenty-four” ‡ 5:14 TR adds “the
one living forever and ever”
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appeared, and hewho sat on it had
a bow. A crown was given to him,
and he came out conquering, and
to conquer.

3 When he opened the second
seal, I heard the second living crea-
ture saying, “Come!” 4 Another
came out, a red horse. To himwho
sat on it was given power to take
peace from the earth, and that they
should kill one another. There was
given to him a great sword.

5When he opened the third seal,
I heard the third living creature
saying, “Come and see!” And be-
hold, a black horse, and he who
sat on it had a balance in his hand.
6 I heard a voice in the middle of
the four living creatures saying, “A
choenix* of wheat for a denarius,
and three choenix of barley for a
denarius! Don’t damage the oil
and the wine!”

7 When he opened the fourth
seal, I heard the fourth living crea-
ture saying, “Come and see!” 8And
behold, a pale horse, and the name
of he who sat on it was Death.
Hades† followedwithhim. Author-
ity over one fourth of the earth, to
kill with the sword, with famine,
with death, and by the wild ani-
mals of the earthwas given to him.

9Whenhe opened the fifth seal, I
saw underneath the altar the souls
of those who had been killed for
the Word of God, and for the tes-
timony of the Lamb which they
had. 10 They cried with a loud
voice, saying, “How long, Mas-
ter, the holy and true, until you
judge and avenge our blood on
those who dwell on the earth?”
11 A long white robe was given
to each of them. They were told
that they should rest yet for a
while, until their fellow servants
and their brothers,‡ who would

also be killed even as they were,
should complete their course.

12 I saw when he opened the
sixth seal, and there was a great
earthquake. The sunbecameblack
as sackcloth made of hair, and
the whole moon became as blood.
13 The stars of the sky fell to the
earth, like a fig tree dropping its
unripe figs when it is shaken by
a great wind. 14 The sky was re-
moved like a scrollwhen it is rolled
up. Every mountain and island
was moved out of its place. 15 The
kings of the earth, the princes,
the commanding officers, the rich,
the strong, and every slave and
free person, hid themselves in the
caves and in the rocks of themoun-
tains. 16 They told the mountains
and the rocks, “Fall on us, and hide
us from the face of himwho sits on
the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb, 17 for the great day of his
wrath has come, andwho is able to
stand?”

7
1 After this, I saw four angels

standing at the four corners of the
earth, holding the four winds of
the earth, so that no wind would
blow on the earth, or on the sea, or
on any tree. 2 I saw another angel
ascend from the sunrise, having
the seal of the living God. He cried
with a loud voice to the four an-
gels to whom it was given to harm
the earth and the sea, 3 saying,
“Don’t harm the earth, the sea, or
the trees, until we have sealed the
bondservants of our God on their
foreheads!” 4 I heard the number
of thosewhowere sealed, onehun-
dred forty-four thousand, sealed
out of every tribe of the children of
Israel:
5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thou-

sand were sealed,
* 6:6 A choenix is a dry volume measure that is a little more than a liter (a little more than a
quart). † 6:8 or, Hell ‡ 6:11 The word for “brothers” here and where context allows may
also be correctly translated “brothers and sisters” or “siblings.”
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of the tribe of Reuben twelve thou-
sand,

of the tribe of Gad twelve thou-
sand,

6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thou-
sand,

of the tribe of Naphtali twelve
thousand,

of the tribe of Manasseh twelve
thousand,

7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve
thousand,

of the tribe of Levi twelve thou-
sand,

of the tribe of Issachar twelve
thousand,

8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve
thousand,

of the tribe of Joseph twelve thou-
sand, and

of the tribe of Benjamin twelve
thousand were sealed.

9After these things I looked, and
behold, a great multitude which
no man could count, out of every
nation and of all tribes, peoples,
and languages, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb,
dressed in white robes, with palm
branches in their hands. 10 They
cried with a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation be to our God, who sits
on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11 All the angels were stand-
ing around the throne, the el-
ders, and the four living creatures;
and they fell on their faces be-
fore his throne, and worshiped
God, 12 saying, “Amen! Bless-
ing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving,
honor, power, and might, be to our
God forever and ever! Amen.”

13 One of the elders answered,
saying to me, “These who are ar-
rayed in the white robes, who are
they, and where did they come
from?”

14 I told him, “My lord, you
know.”
He said to me, “These are those

who came out of the great suffer-
ing.* They washed their robes and

made them white in the Lamb’s
blood. 15 Therefore they are be-
fore the throne of God, and they
serve himday andnight in his tem-
ple. He who sits on the throne will
spread his tabernacle over them.
16 They will never be hungry or
thirsty any more. The sun won’t
beat on them, nor any heat; 17 for
the Lamb who is in the middle
of the throne shepherds them and
leads them to springs of life-giving
waters. And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes.”

8
1 When he opened the seventh

seal, there was silence in heaven
for about half an hour. 2 I saw
the seven angels who stand be-
foreGod, and seven trumpetswere
given to them.

3 Another angel came and stood
over the altar, having a golden
censer. Much incense was given
to him, that he should add it to
the prayers of all the saints on the
golden altar which was before the
throne. 4The smoke of the incense,
with theprayers of the saints,went
up before God out of the angel’s
hand. 5 The angel took the censer,
and he filled it with the fire of the
altar, then threw it on the earth.
Thunders, sounds, lightnings, and
an earthquake followed.

6 The seven angels who had the
seven trumpets prepared them-
selves to sound.

7 The first sounded, and there
followed hail and fire, mixed with
blood, and they were thrown to
the earth. One third of the earth
was burned up,* and one third of
the trees were burned up, and all
green grass was burned up.

8The second angel sounded, and
something like a great burning
mountainwas thrown into the sea.
One third of the sea became blood,

* 7:14 or, oppression * 8:7 TR omits “One third of the earth was burned up”
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9 and one third of the living crea-
tures which were in the sea died.
One third of the ships were de-
stroyed.

10 The third angel sounded, and
a great star fell from the sky, burn-
ing like a torch, and it fell on one
third of the rivers, and on the
springs of water. 11 The name of
the star is “Wormwood.” One third
of the waters became wormwood.
Many people died from thewaters,
because they weremade bitter.

12The fourth angel sounded, and
one third of the sun was struck,
and one third of the moon, and
one third of the stars, so that one
third of them would be darkened;
and the daywouldn’t shine for one
third of it, and the night in the
same way. 13 I saw, and I heard an
eagle,† flying in mid heaven, say-
ing with a loud voice, “Woe! Woe!
Woe to those who dwell on the
earth, because of the other blasts
of the trumpets of the three angels,
who are yet to sound!”

9
1 The fifth angel sounded, and

I saw a star from the sky which
had fallen to the earth. The key
to the pit of the abyss was given
to him. 2 He opened the pit of
the abyss, and smoke went up out
of the pit, like the smoke from a*
burning furnace. The sun and
the air were darkened because of
the smoke from the pit. 3 Then
out of the smoke came locusts on
the earth, and power was given to
them, as the scorpions of the earth
have power. 4 They were told that
they should not hurt the grass of
the earth, neither any green thing,
neither any tree, but only those
people who don’t have God’s seal
on their foreheads. 5 They were

given power, not to kill them, but
to torment them for five months.
Their tormentwas like the torment
of a scorpion when it strikes a per-
son. 6 In those days people will
seek death, andwill in noway find
it. They will desire to die, and
death will flee from them.

7 The shapes of the locusts were
like horses prepared for war. On
their heads were something like
golden crowns, and their faces
were like people’s faces. 8 They
had hair like women’s hair, and
their teeth were like those of li-
ons. 9 They had breastplates like
breastplates of iron. The sound
of their wings was like the sound
of many chariots and horses rush-
ing to war. 10 They have tails like
those of scorpions, with stingers.
In their tails they have power to
harmmen for fivemonths. 11They
have over them as king the angel
of the abyss. His name in Hebrew
is “Abaddon”,† but in Greek, he has
the name “Apollyon”.‡

12 The first woe is past. Behold,
there are still two woes coming af-
ter this.

13 The sixth angel sounded. I
heard a voice from thehorns of the
golden altar which is before God,
14saying to the sixthangelwhohad
the trumpet, “Free the four angels
who are bound at the great river
Euphrates!”

15 The four angels were freed
who had been prepared for that
hour and day andmonth and year,
so that they might kill one third
of mankind. 16 The number of
the armies of the horsemen was
two hundred million.§ I heard the
number of them. 17 Thus I saw the
horses in the vision and those who
sat on them, having breastplates of
fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur

† 8:13 TR reads “angel” instead of “eagle” * 9:2 TR adds “great” † 9:11 “Abaddon” is a
Hebrewword thatmeans “ruin”, “destruction”, or “theplaceofdestruction” ‡ 9:11 “Apollyon”
means “Destroyer”. § 9:16 literally, “ten thousands of ten thousands”
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yellow; and the horses’ heads re-
sembled lions’ heads. Out of their
mouths proceed fire, smoke, and
sulfur. 18 By these three plagues,
one third of mankind was killed:
by the fire, the smoke, and the sul-
fur, which proceeded out of their
mouths. 19 For the power of the
horses is in their mouths and in
their tails. For their tails are like
serpents, and have heads; and
with them they harm.

20 The rest of mankind, who
were not killedwith these plagues,
didn’t repent of the works of their
hands, that they wouldn’t worship
demons, and the idols of gold, and
of silver, and of brass, and of stone,
and of wood, which can’t see, hear,
or walk. 21 They didn’t repent
of their murders, their sorceries,*
their sexual immorality, or their
thefts.

10
1 I saw a mighty angel coming

down out of the sky, clothed with a
cloud. A rainbow was on his head.
His face was like the sun, and his
feet like pillars of fire. 2 He had
in his hand a little open book. He
set his right foot on the sea, and
his left on the land. 3 He cried
with a loud voice, as a lion roars.
When he cried, the seven thun-
ders uttered their voices. 4 When
the seven thunders sounded, I was
about to write; but I heard a voice
from the sky saying, “Seal up the
things which the seven thunders
said, and don’t write them.”

5The angelwhom I saw standing
on the sea and on the land lifted
up his right hand to the sky 6 and
swore by him who lives forever
and ever, who created heaven and
the things that are in it, the earth
and the things that are in it, and
the sea and the things that are in it,
that there will no longer be delay,
7but in the days of the voice of the

seventh angel, when he is about
to sound, then the mystery of God
is finished, as he declared to his
servants the prophets.

8 The voice which I heard from
heaven, again speaking with me,
said, “Go, take the book which is
open in the hand of the angel who
stands on the sea and on the land.”

9 I went to the angel, telling him
to give me the little book.
He said to me, “Take it and eat

it. It will make your stomach bit-
ter, but in your mouth it will be as
sweet as honey.”

10 I took the little book out of the
angel’s hand, and ate it. It was
as sweet as honey in my mouth.
When I had eaten it, my stomach
was made bitter. 11 They* told me,
“You must prophesy again over
many peoples, nations, languages,
and kings.”

11
1 A reed like a rod was given

to me. Someone said, “Rise and
measure God’s temple, and the al-
tar, and those who worship in it.
2 Leave out the court which is out-
side of the temple, and don’t mea-
sure it, for it has been given to
the nations. They will tread the
holy city under foot for forty-two
months. 3 I will give power to
my two witnesses, and they will
prophesy one thousand two hun-
dred sixty days, clothed in sack-
cloth.”

4 These are the two olive trees
and the two lamp stands, standing
before the Lord of the earth. 5 If
anyone desires to harm them, fire
proceeds out of their mouth and
devours their enemies. If anyone
desires to harm them, he must be
killed in this way. 6 These have
the power to shut up the sky, that
it may not rain during the days of
their prophecy. They have power

* 9:21 Theword for “sorceries” (pharmakeia) also implies theuseofpotions, poisons, anddrugs
* 10:11 TR reads “He” instead of “They”
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over the waters, to turn them into
blood, and to strike the earth with
every plague, as often as they de-
sire.

7When they have finished their
testimony, the beast that comes up
out of theabysswillmakewarwith
them, and overcome them, and kill
them. 8 Their dead bodies will
be in the street of the great city,
which spiritually is called Sodom
and Egypt, where also their Lord
was crucified. 9 From among the
peoples, tribes, languages, and na-
tions, peoplewill look at their dead
bodies for three and a half days,
and will not allow their dead bod-
ies to be laid in a tomb. 10 Those
who dwell on the earth will re-
joice over them, and they will be
glad. They will give gifts to one an-
other, because these two prophets
tormented those who dwell on the
earth.

11After the three and a half days,
the breath of life from God en-
tered into them, and they stood
on their feet. Great fear fell on
those who saw them. 12 I heard a
loud voice from heaven saying to
them, “Come up here!” They went
up into heaven in a cloud, and
their enemies saw them. 13 In that
day there was a great earthquake,
and a tenth of the city fell. Seven
thousand people were killed in the
earthquake, and the rest were ter-
rified and gave glory to the God of
heaven.

14 The second woe is past. Be-
hold, the third woe comes quickly.

15 The seventh angel sounded,
and great voices in heaven fol-
lowed, saying, “Thekingdomof the
world has become the Kingdom of
our Lord and of his Christ. He will
reign forever and ever!”

16 The twenty-four elders, who
sit on their thrones before God’s
throne, fell on their faces andwor-
shipedGod, 17saying: “Wegiveyou
thanks, Lord God, the Almighty,

the one who is and who was,* be-
cause you have taken your great
power and reigned. 18 The nations
were angry, and your wrath came,
as did the time for the dead to be
judged, and to give your bondser-
vants the prophets, their reward,
as well as to the saints and those
who fear your name, to the small
and the great, and to destroy those
who destroy the earth.”

19God’s temple that is in heaven
was opened, and the ark of the
Lord’s covenant was seen in his
temple. Lightnings, sounds, thun-
ders, an earthquake, and great hail
followed.

12
1 A great sign was seen in

heaven: a woman clothedwith the
sun, and the moon under her feet,
and on her head a crown of twelve
stars. 2 She was with child. She
cried out in pain, laboring to give
birth.

3 Another sign was seen in
heaven. Behold, a great red
dragon, having seven heads and
ten horns, and on his heads seven
crowns. 4 His tail drew one third
of the stars of the sky, and threw
them to the earth. The dragon
stood before the woman who was
about to give birth, so that when
she gave birth he might devour
her child. 5 She gave birth to a
son, a male child, who is to rule
all the nations with a rod of iron.
Her child was caught up to God
and to his throne. 6 The woman
fled into thewilderness, where she
has a place prepared by God, that
there they may nourish her one
thousand two hundred sixty days.

7 There was war in the sky.
Michael and his angels made war
on the dragon. The dragon and
his angels made war. 8 They didn’t
prevail. No place was found for
them any more in heaven. 9 The
great dragon was thrown down,

* 11:17 TR adds “and who is coming”
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the old serpent, he who is called
the devil and Satan, the deceiver of
the whole world. He was thrown
down to the earth, and his angels
were thrown downwith him.

10 I heard a loud voice in heaven,
saying, “Now the salvation, the
power, and the Kingdom of our
God, and the authority of his Christ
has come; for the accuser of our
brothers has been thrown down,
who accuses them before our God
day and night. 11 They overcame
him because of the Lamb’s blood,
and because of the word of their
testimony. They didn’t love their
life, even to death. 12Therefore re-
joice, heavens, and you who dwell
in them. Woe to the earth and to
the sea, because the devil has gone
down to you, having great wrath,
knowing that he has but a short
time.”

13When the dragon saw that he
was thrown down to the earth, he
persecuted the woman who gave
birth to the male child. 14 Two
wings of the great eaglewere given
to the woman, that she might fly
into the wilderness to her place,
so that she might be nourished
for a time, times, and half a time,
from the face of the serpent. 15The
serpent spewed water out of his
mouth after the woman like a
river, that hemight cause her to be
carried away by the stream. 16The
earth helped the woman, and
the earth opened its mouth and
swallowed up the river which the
dragon spewed out of his mouth.
17The dragon grew angry with the
woman, and went away to make
warwith the rest of her offspring,*
who keep God’s commandments
and hold Jesus’ testimony.

13
1 Then I stood on the sand of

the sea. I saw a beast coming up
out of the sea, having ten horns
and seven heads. On his horns
were ten crowns, and onhis heads,
blasphemous names. 2 The beast
which I saw was like a leopard,
and his feet were like those of
a bear, and his mouth like the
mouth of a lion. The dragon
gave him his power, his throne,
and great authority. 3 One of
his heads looked like it had been
wounded fatally. His fatal wound
was healed, and the whole earth
marveled at the beast. 4They wor-
shiped the dragon because he gave
his authority to the beast; and they
worshiped the beast, saying, “Who
is like the beast? Who is able to
make war with him?”

5A mouth speaking great things
and blasphemy was given to him.
Authority to make war for forty-
two months was given to him.
6 He opened his mouth for blas-
phemy against God, to blaspheme
his name, his dwelling, and those
who dwell in heaven. 7 It was
given to him to make war with
the saints and to overcome them.
Authority over every tribe, people,
language, and nation was given to
him. 8 All who dwell on the earth
will worship him, everyone whose
name has not been written from
the foundation of the world in the
book of life of the Lamb who has
been killed. 9 If anyone has an
ear, let him hear. 10 If anyone is
to go into captivity, he will go into
captivity. If anyone is to be killed
with the sword, hemust be killed.*
Here is theenduranceand the faith
of the saints.

11 I saw another beast coming
up out of the earth. He had two
horns like a lamb and it spoke like
a dragon. 12 He exercises all the
authority of the first beast in his

* 12:17 or, seed * 13:10 TR reads “If anyone leads into captivity, into captivity he goes. If
anyone will kill with the sword, he must be killed with a sword.” instead of “If anyone is to go
into captivity, hewill go into captivity. If anyone is to be killedwith the sword, hemust be killed.”
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presence. He makes the earth and
those who dwell in it to worship
the first beast, whose fatal wound
was healed. 13 He performs great
signs, evenmakingfire comedown
out of the sky to the earth in the
sight of people. 14 He deceives
my own† people who dwell on the
earth because of the signs he was
granted to do in front of the beast,
saying to those who dwell on the
earth that they shouldmake an im-
age to the beastwhohad the sword
wound and lived. 15 It was given
to him to give breath to the image
of the beast, that the image of the
beast shouldboth speak, and cause
as many as wouldn’t worship the
image of the beast to be killed.
16He causes all, the small and the
great, the rich and the poor, and
the free and the slave, to be given
marks on their right hands or on
their foreheads; 17 and that no one
would be able to buy or to sell un-
less he has that mark, which is the
name of the beast or the number
of his name. 18 Here is wisdom.
Hewhohasunderstanding, let him
calculate the number of the beast,
for it is the number of a man. His
number is six hundred sixty-six.

14
1 I saw, and behold, the Lamb

standing on Mount Zion, and with
him a number, one hundred forty-
four thousand, having his name
and the name of his Fatherwritten
on their foreheads. 2 I heard a
sound from heaven like the sound
of many waters and like the sound
of a great thunder. The sound
which I heard was like that of
harpists playing on their harps.
3 They sing a new song before the
throne and before the four living
creatures and the elders. No one
could learn the song except the
one hundred forty-four thousand,
those who had been redeemed out

of the earth. 4These are those who
were not defiled with women, for
they are virgins. These are those
who follow the Lambwherever he
goes. These were redeemed by
Jesus from among men, the first
fruits to God and to the Lamb. 5 In
their mouth was found no lie, for
they are blameless.*

6 I saw an angel flying in mid
heaven, having an eternal Good
News to proclaim to those who
dwell on the earth—to every na-
tion, tribe, language, and peo-
ple. 7 He said with a loud voice,
“Fear the Lord, and give him glory,
for the hour of his judgment has
come. Worship himwhomade the
heaven, the earth, the sea, and the
springs of waters!”

8 Another, a second angel, fol-
lowed, saying, “Babylon the great
has fallen, which has made all the
nations to drink of the wine of the
wrath of her sexual immorality.”

9 Another angel, a third, fol-
lowed them, saying with a great
voice, “If anyone worships the
beast and his image, and receives
a mark on his forehead or on his
hand, 10 he also will drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is
preparedunmixed in the cupofhis
anger. He will be tormented with
fire and sulfur in the presence of
theholy angels and in thepresence
of the Lamb. 11 The smoke of their
torment goes up forever and ever.
They have no rest day and night,
those who worship the beast and
his image, and whoever receives
themark of his name.

12Here is theperseveranceof the
saints, those who keep the com-
mandments of God and the faith of
Jesus.”

13 I heard a voice from heaven
saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the
deadwhodie in theLord fromnow
on.’ ”

† 13:14 NU omits “my own” * 14:5 TR adds “before the throne of God”
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“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they
may rest from their labors, for
their works followwith them.”

14 I looked, and saw a white
cloud, and on the cloud one sitting
like a son of man,✡ having on his
head a golden crown, and in his
hand a sharp sickle. 15 Another
angel came out of the temple, cry-
ing with a loud voice to him who
sat on the cloud, “Send your sickle
and reap, for the hour to reap has
come; for the harvest of the earth
is ripe!” 16Hewho sat on the cloud
thrust his sickle on the earth, and
the earth was reaped.

17Another angel came out of the
templewhich is in heaven. He also
had a sharp sickle. 18 Another an-
gel cameout from the altar, hewho
has power over fire, and he called
with a great voice to him who
had the sharp sickle, saying, “Send
your sharp sickle and gather the
clusters of the vine of the earth, for
the earth’s grapes are fully ripe!”
19 The angel thrust his sickle into
theearth, andgathered thevintage
of the earth and threw it into the
great wine press of the wrath of
God. 20 The wine press was trod-
den outside of the city, and blood
came out of the wine press, up to
the bridles of the horses, as far as
one thousand six hundred stadia.†

15
1 I saw another great and mar-

velous sign in the sky: sevenangels
having the seven last plagues, for
in them God’s wrath is finished.

2 I saw something like a sea of
glass mixed with fire, and those
who overcame the beast, his im-
age,* and the number of his name,
standing on the sea of glass, having
harps of God. 3They sang the song
of Moses, the servant of God, and
the song of the Lamb, saying,

“Great and marvelous are your
works, Lord God, the
Almighty!

Righteous and true are your
ways, you King of the na-
tions.

4Whowouldn’t fear you, Lord,
and glorify your name?

For you only are holy.
For all the nations will come
andworship before you.

For your righteous acts have
been revealed.”

5After these things I looked, and
the temple of the tabernacle of the
testimony in heaven was opened.
6 The seven angels who had the
seven plagues came out, clothed
with pure, bright linen, and wear-
ing golden sashes around their
chests.

7One of the four living creatures
gave to the seven angels seven
golden bowls full of the wrath of
God, who lives forever and ever.
8The temple was filled with smoke
from the glory of God and from
his power. No one was able to en-
ter into the temple until the seven
plagues of the seven angels would
be finished.

16
1 I heard a loud voice out of the

temple, saying to the seven angels,
“Go and pour out the seven bowls
of the wrath of God on the earth!”

2 The first went, and poured out
his bowl into the earth, and it be-
came a harmful and painful sore
on the peoplewho had themark of
the beast, and who worshiped his
image.

3 The second angel poured out
hisbowl into the sea, and it became
blood as of a dead man. Every
living thing in the sea died.

4 The third poured out his bowl
into the rivers and springs of
water, and they became blood.

✡ 14:14 Daniel 7:13 † 14:20 1600 stadia = 296 kilometers or 184miles * 15:2 TR adds “his
mark,”
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5 I heard the angel of the waters
saying, “You are righteous, who
are and who were, O Holy One,
because you have judged these
things. 6 For they poured out the
blood of saints and prophets, and
you have given them blood to
drink. They deserve this.”

7 I heard the altar saying, “Yes,
Lord God, the Almighty, true and
righteous are your judgments.”

8The fourth poured out his bowl
on the sun, and it was given to him
to scorch men with fire. 9 People
were scorchedwithgreatheat, and
people blasphemed the name of
God who has the power over these
plagues. They didn’t repent and
give him glory.

10 The fifth poured out his bowl
on the throne of the beast, and
his kingdom was darkened. They
gnawed their tongues because of
the pain, 11 and they blasphemed
the God of heaven because of their
pains and their sores. They still
didn’t repent of their works.

12 The sixth poured out his bowl
on the great river, the Euphrates.
Its water was dried up, that the
way might be prepared for the
kings that come from the sunrise.*
13 I saw coming out of themouth of
the dragon, and out of the mouth
of the beast, and out of the mouth
of the false prophet, three unclean
spirits, something like frogs; 14 for
they are spirits of demons, per-
forming signs, which go out to the
kings of thewhole inhabited earth,
to gather them together for the
war of that great day of God the
Almighty.

15 “Behold, I come like a thief.
Blessed is he who watches, and
keeps his clothes, so that he
doesn’t walk naked, and they
see his shame.” 16 He gath-
ered them together into the place

which is called in Hebrew, “Har-
magedon”.

17 The seventh poured out his
bowl into the air. A loud voice
came out of the temple of heaven,
from the throne, saying, “It is
done!” 18 There were lightnings,
sounds, and thunders; and there
was a great earthquake such as
has not happened since therewere
men on the earth —so great an
earthquake and so mighty. 19 The
great city was divided into three
parts, and the cities of the nations
fell. Babylon the greatwas remem-
bered in the sight of God, to give
to her the cup of the wine of the
fierceness of his wrath. 20 Every
island fled away, and the moun-
tainswere not found. 21Great hail-
stones, about the weight of a tal-
ent,† came down out of the sky on
people. People blasphemed God
because of the plague of the hail,
for this plaguewas exceedingly se-
vere.

17
1 One of the seven angels who

had the seven bowls came and
spoke with me, saying, “Come
here. I will show you the judgment
of the great prostitute who sits
on many waters, 2 with whom
the kings of the earth committed
sexual immorality. Those who
dwell in the earth were made
drunken with the wine of her
sexual immorality.” 3 He carried
me away in the Spirit into a
wilderness. I saw a woman sitting
on a scarlet-colored beast, full of
blasphemousnames, having seven
heads and ten horns. 4Thewoman
was dressed in purple and scarlet,
and deckedwith gold and precious
stones and pearls, having in her
hand a golden cup full of abomi-
nations and the impurities of the
sexual immorality of the earth.

* 16:12 or, east † 16:21 A talent is about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds.
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5 And on her forehead a name
was written, “MYSTERY, BABYLON
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
THE PROSTITUTES AND OF THE
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”
6 I saw the woman drunken with
the blood of the saints and with
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.
When I saw her, I wondered with
great amazement.

7 The angel said to me, “Why do
you wonder? I will tell you the
mystery of the woman and of the
beast that carries her, which has
the seven heads and the ten horns.
8 The beast that you saw was, and
is not; and is about to come up
out of the abyss and to go into
destruction. Those who dwell on
the earth and whose names have
not beenwritten in the book of life
from the foundation of the world
will marvel when they see that the
beast was, and is not, and shall be
present.*

9 Here is the mind that has wis-
dom. The seven heads are seven
mountains on which the woman
sits. 10 They are seven kings. Five
have fallen, the one is, and the
other has not yet come. When he
comes, he must continue a little
while. 11 The beast that was, and
is not, is himself also an eighth,
and is of the seven; and he goes to
destruction. 12 The ten horns that
you saware ten kingswhohave re-
ceived no kingdom as yet, but they
receive authority as kings with
the beast for one hour. 13 These
have onemind, and they give their
power and authority to the beast.
14Thesewillwar against the Lamb,
and the Lambwill overcome them,
for he is Lord of lords and King
of kings; and those who are with
him are called, chosen, and faith-
ful.” 15He said to me, “The waters
which you saw, where the prosti-
tute sits, are peoples, multitudes,
nations, and languages. 16 The ten
horns which you saw, they and the
beast will hate the prostitute, will

make her desolate, will strip her
naked, will eat her flesh, and will
burn her utterly with fire. 17 For
God has put in their hearts to do
what he has in mind, to be of one
mind, and to give their kingdom to
the beast, until the words of God
should be accomplished. 18 The
womanwhom you saw is the great
city which reigns over the kings of
the earth.”

18
1 After these things, I saw an-

other angel coming down out of
the sky, having great authority.
The earthwas illuminatedwith his
glory. 2 He cried with a mighty
voice, saying, “Fallen, fallen is
Babylon the great, and she has
become a habitation of demons,
a prison of every unclean spirit,
and a prison of every unclean and
hated bird! 3 For all the nations
have drunk of the wine of the
wrath of her sexual immorality,
the kings of the earth committed
sexual immorality with her, and
the merchants of the earth grew
rich from the abundance of her
luxury.”

4 I heard another voice from
heaven, saying, “Come out of her,
my people, that you have no par-
ticipation in her sins, and that
you don’t receive of her plagues,
5 for her sins have reached to the
sky, and God has remembered her
iniquities. 6 Return to her just
as she returned, and repay her
double as she did, and according
to her works. In the cup which
she mixed, mix to her double.
7However much she glorified her-
self and grew wanton, so much
give her of torment and mourn-
ing. For she says in her heart,
‘I sit a queen, and am no widow,
and will in no way see mourning.’
8 Therefore in one day her plagues
will come: death, mourning, and

* 17:8 TR reads “yet is” instead of “shall be present”
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famine; and she will be utterly
burned with fire, for the Lord God
who has judged her is strong.

9 The kings of the earth who
committed sexual immorality and
lived wantonly with her will weep
and wail over her, when they
look at the smoke of her burning,
10 standing far away for the fear of
her torment, saying, ‘Woe,woe, the
great city, Babylon, the strong city!
Foryour judgmenthas come inone
hour.’ 11 The merchants of the
earth weep and mourn over her,
for no one buys their merchan-
dise any more: 12 merchandise
of gold, silver, precious stones,
pearls, fine linen, purple, silk, scar-
let, all expensive wood, every ves-
sel of ivory, every vessel made of
most precious wood, and of brass,
and iron, and marble; 13 and cin-
namon, incense, perfume, frank-
incense, wine, olive oil, fine flour,
wheat, sheep, horses, chariots, and
people’s bodies and souls. 14 The
fruits which your soul lusted af-
ter have been lost to you. All
things that were dainty and sump-
tuous have perished fromyou, and
you will find them no more at all.
15 The merchants of these things,
who were made rich by her, will
stand far away for the fear of her
torment, weeping and mourning,
16 saying, ‘Woe, woe, the great city,
she who was dressed in fine linen,
purple, and scarlet, and decked
with gold and precious stones and
pearls! 17For in an hour such great
riches are made desolate.’ Every
ship master, and everyone who
sails anywhere, andmariners, and
as many as gain their living by
sea, stood far away, 18 and cried
out as they looked at the smoke of
her burning, saying, ‘What is like
the great city?’ 19 They cast dust
on their heads, and cried, weeping
and mourning, saying, ‘Woe, woe,
the great city, inwhich all who had

their ships in the sea were made
rich by reasonof her greatwealth!’
For she is made desolate in one
hour.

20 “Rejoice over her, O heaven,
you saints, apostles, and prophets,
for God has judged your judgment
on her.”

21Amighty angel took up a stone
like a great millstone and cast it
into the sea, saying, “Thus with vi-
olence will Babylon, the great city,
be throwndown, andwill be found
no more at all. 22 The voice of
harpists, minstrels, flute players,
and trumpeters will be heard no
more at all in you. No craftsman
ofwhatever craftwill be foundany
more at all in you. The sound of
a mill will be heard no more at
all in you. 23 The light of a lamp
will shine no more at all in you.
The voice of the bridegroom and
of the bride will be heard no more
at all in you, for your merchants
were the princes of the earth; for
with your sorcery all the nations
were deceived. 24 In herwas found
theblood of prophets andof saints,
and of all who have been slain on
the earth.”

19
1After these things I heard some-

thing like a loud voice of a great
multitude in heaven, saying, “Hal-
lelujah! Salvation, power, and
glory belong to our God; 2 for his
judgments are true and righteous.
For he has judged the great prosti-
tute who corrupted the earth with
her sexual immorality, and he has
avenged the blood of his servants
at her hand.”

3A second said, “Hallelujah! Her
smoke goes up forever and ever.”
4 The twenty-four elders and the
four living creatures fell down and
worshiped God who sits on the
throne, saying, “Amen! Hallelu-
jah!”

5 A voice came from the throne,
saying, “Give praise to our God,
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all you his servants, you who fear
him, the small and the great!”

6 I heard something like thevoice
of a great multitude, and like the
voice of many waters, and like the
voice of mighty thunders, saying,
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God,
the Almighty, reigns! 7Let’s rejoice
and be exceedingly glad, and let’s
give the glory to him. For the wed-
ding of the Lamb has come, and
his wife has made herself ready.”
8 It was given to her that shewould
array herself in bright, pure, fine
linen, for the fine linen is the righ-
teous acts of the saints.

9He said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed
are those who are invited to the
wedding supper of the Lamb.’ ” He
said to me, “These are true words
of God.”

10 I fell down before his feet to
worshiphim. He said tome, “Look!
Don’t do it! I am a fellow bond-
servant with you and with your
brothers who hold the testimony
of Jesus. Worship God, for the
testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of
Prophecy.”

11 I saw the heaven opened, and
behold, a white horse, and he who
sat on it is called Faithful and
True. In righteousness he judges
and makes war. 12 His eyes are
a flame of fire, and on his head
are many crowns. He has names
written and a name written which
no one knows but he himself. 13He
is clothed in a garment sprinkled
with blood. His name is called
“The Word of God.” 14 The armies
which are in heaven, clothed in
white, pure, fine linen, followed
him on white horses. 15Out of his
mouth proceeds a sharp, double-
edged sword that with it he should
strike the nations. He will rule
them with an iron rod.✡ He treads
the wine press of the fierceness of
the wrath of God, the Almighty.
16 He has on his garment and on

his thighanamewritten, “KINGOF
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”

17 I saw an angel standing in the
sun. He cried with a loud voice,
saying to all the birds that fly in
the sky, “Come! Be gathered to-
gether to the great supper of God,*
18 that you may eat the flesh of
kings, the flesh of captains, the
flesh of mighty men, and the flesh
of horses and of those who sit on
them, and theflesh of allmen, both
free and slave, small and great.”
19 I saw the beast, the kings of the
earth, and their armies, gathered
together to make war against him
who sat on the horse and against
his army. 20 The beast was taken,
and with him the false prophet
who worked the signs in his sight,
with which he deceived those who
had received themark of the beast
and those who worshiped his im-
age. These two were thrown alive
into the lake of fire that burnswith
sulfur. 21 The rest were killed with
the sword of him who sat on the
horse, the sword which came out
of his mouth. So all the birds were
filled with their flesh.

20
1 I sawanangel comingdownout

of heaven, having the key of the
abyssandagreat chain inhishand.
2He seized the dragon, the old ser-
pent, who is the devil and Satan,
who deceives the whole inhabited
earth,* and bound him for a thou-
sand years, 3 and cast him into the
abyss, and shut it and sealed it over
him, that he should deceive the na-
tions no more until the thousand
years were finished. After this, he
must be freed for a short time.

4 I saw thrones, and they sat on
them, and judgment was given to
them. I saw the souls of those who
had been beheaded for the testi-
mony of Jesus and for the word of
God, and such as didn’t worship

✡ 19:15 Psalm 2:9 * 19:17 TR reads “supper of the great God” instead of “great supper of
God” * 20:2 TR and NU omit “who deceives the whole inhabited earth”.
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the beast nor his image, and didn’t
receive themark on their forehead
and on their hand. They lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand
years. 5 The rest of the dead didn’t
live until the thousand years were
finished. This is the first resurrec-
tion. 6 Blessed and holy is he who
has part in the first resurrection.
Over these, the second death has
no power, but they will be priests
of God and of Christ, andwill reign
with him one thousand years.

7 And after the thousand years,
Satan will be released from his
prison 8and hewill come out to de-
ceive the nations which are in the
four corners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them together to
the war, whose number is as the
sand of the sea. 9 They went up
over the width of the earth and
surrounded the camp of the saints
and the beloved city. Fire came
down out of heaven from God and
devoured them. 10 The devil who
deceived them was thrown into
the lake of fire and sulfur, where
the beast and the false prophet are
also. They will be tormented day
and night forever and ever.

11 I saw a great white throne and
him who sat on it, from whose
face the earth and the heaven fled
away. There was found no place
for them. 12 I saw the dead, the
great and the small, standing be-
fore the throne, and they opened
books. Another book was opened,
which is the book of life. The
dead were judged out of the things
which were written in the books,
according to their works. 13 The
sea gave up the dead who were in
it. Death and Hades† gave up the
deadwhowere in them. Theywere
judged, each one according to his
works. 14 Death and Hades‡ were
thrown into the lake of fire. This
is the second death, the lake of fire.

15 If anyone was not found written
in the book of life, he was cast into
the lake of fire.

21
1 I saw a new heaven and a new

earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth have passed away, and
the sea is no more. 2 I saw the holy
city, New Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared
like a bride adorned for her hus-
band. 3 I heard a loud voice out
of heaven saying, “Behold, God’s
dwelling iswithpeople; andhewill
dwell with them, and they will be
his people, andGod himself will be
with them as their God. 4 He will
wipe away every tear from their
eyes. Death will be no more; nei-
ther will there be mourning, nor
crying, nor pain any more. The
first things have passed away.”

5He who sits on the throne said,
“Behold, I ammaking all things
new.” He said, “Write, for these
words of God are faithful and
true.” 6 He said to me, “I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. I will
give freely to himwho is thirsty
from the spring of the water of
life. 7He who overcomes, I will
give him these things. I will be
his God, and he will be my son.
8 But for the cowardly, unbe-
lieving, sinners,* abominable,
murderers, sexually immoral,
sorcerers,† idolaters, and all
liars, their part is in the lake
that burns with fire and sulfur,
which is the second death.”

9 One of the seven angels who
had the seven bowls which were
loaded with the seven last plagues
came, and he spoke with me,
saying, “Come here. I will show
you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”
10He carriedme away in the Spirit
to a great and high mountain,

† 20:13 or, Hell ‡ 20:14 or, Hell * 21:8 TR and NU omit “sinners” † 21:8 Theword for
“sorcerers” here also includes users of potions and drugs.
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and showed me the holy city,
Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, 11 having the
glory of God. Her light was like a
most precious stone, like a jasper
stone, clear as crystal; 12 having
a great and high wall with twelve
gates, and at the gates twelve
angels, and names written on
them, which are the names of the
twelve tribes of the children of
Israel. 13 On the east were three
gates, and on the north three gates,
and on the south three gates, and
on thewest three gates. 14Thewall
of the city had twelve foundations,
and on them twelve names of the
twelve Apostles of the Lamb.

15Hewho spokewithme had for
a measure a golden reed to mea-
sure the city, its gates, and itswalls.
16 The city is square. Its length is
as great as its width. He measured
the citywith the reed: twelve thou-
sand twelve stadia.‡ Its length,
width, and height are equal. 17 Its
wall is one hundred forty-four cu-
bits,§ by the measure of a man,
that is, of an angel. 18 The con-
struction of its wall was jasper.
The city was pure gold, like pure
glass. 19 The foundations of the
city’s wall were adorned with all
kinds of precious stones. The first
foundation was jasper, the second
sapphire;* the third chalcedony,
the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sar-
donyx, the sixth sardius, the sev-
enth chrysolite, the eighth beryl,
the ninth topaz, the tenth chryso-
prase, the eleventh jacinth, and the
twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve
gateswere twelve pearls. Each one
of the gateswasmade of one pearl.
The street of the citywaspure gold,
like transparent glass.

22 I saw no temple in it, for the
Lord God the Almighty and the

Lamb are its temple. 23 The city
has no need for the sun or moon
to shine, for the very glory of God
illuminated it and its lamp is the
Lamb. 24 The nations will walk in
its light. The kings of the earth
bring the glory and honor of the
nations into it. 25 Its gates will in
no way be shut by day (for there
will be no night there), 26 and they
shall bring the glory and the honor
of the nations into it so that they
may enter. 27 There will in no way
enter into it anything profane, or
one who causes an abomination
or a lie, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s book of life.

22
1He showedmea* river ofwater

of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
out of the throne of God and of the
Lamb, 2 in the middle of its street.
On this side of the river and on
that was the tree of life, bearing
twelve kinds of fruits, yielding its
fruit every month. The leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the
nations. 3 There will be no curse
any more. The throne of God and
of the Lamb will be in it, and his
servantswill serve him. 4Theywill
see his face, and his name will be
on their foreheads. 5 There will be
no night, and they need no lamp
light or sun light; for the Lord God
will illuminate them. They will
reign forever and ever.

6Hesaid tome, “Thesewords are
faithful and true. The Lord God
of the spirits of the prophets sent
his angel to show to his bondser-
vants the things which must hap-
pen soon.”

7 “Behold, I am coming soon!
Blessed is he who keeps the
words of the prophecy of this
book.”

8 Now I, John, am the one who
heard and saw these things. When

‡ 21:16 12,012 stadia = 2,221 kilometers or 1,380miles. TR reads 12,000 stadia instead of 12,012
stadia. § 21:17 144 cubits is about 65.8meters or 216 feet * 21:19 or, lapis lazuli * 22:1
TR adds “pure”
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I heard and saw, I fell down towor-
ship before the feet of the angel
who had shown me these things.
9 He said to me, “You must not do
that! I am a fellow bondservant
with you and with your brothers,
the prophets, and with those who
keep the words of this book. Wor-
ship God.” 10He said to me, “Don’t
seal up the words of the prophecy
of this book, for the time is at hand.
11 He who acts unjustly, let him
act unjustly still. He who is filthy,
let him be filthy still. He who is
righteous, lethimdorighteousness
still. Hewho is holy, let himbeholy
still.”

12 “Behold, I am coming soon!
My reward is with me, to re-
pay to each man according to
his work. 13 I am the Alpha
andtheOmega, theFirstandthe
Last, theBeginning and theEnd.
14 Blessed are those who do his
commandments,† that theymay
have the right to the tree of life,
and may enter in by the gates
into the city. 15 Outside are
the dogs, the sorcerers, the sex-
ually immoral, the murderers,
the idolaters, andeveryonewho
loves and practices falsehood.
16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel
to testify these things to you for
the assemblies. I am the root
and the offspring of David, the
Bright andMorning Star.”

17 The Spirit and the bride say,
“Come!” Hewhohears, let him say,
“Come!” He who is thirsty, let him
come. Hewho desires, let him take
the water of life freely.

18 I testify to everyonewhohears
the words of the prophecy of this
book: if anyone adds to them, God
will add to him the plagues which
are written in this book. 19 If any-
one takes away from the words of
the book of this prophecy, Godwill

takeawayhispart fromthe tree‡ of
life, and out of the holy city, which
are written in this book. 20Hewho
testifies these things says, “Yes, I
am coming soon.”
Amen! Yes, come, Lord Jesus!
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ bewith all the saints. Amen.

† 22:14 NU reads “wash their robes” instead of “do his commandments”. ‡ 22:19 TR reads
“Book” instead of “tree”
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The Psalms
BOOK 1

1
1 Blessed is the man who doesn’t

walk in the counsel of the
wicked,

nor stand on the path of sin-
ners,

nor sit in the seat of scoffers;
2 but his delight is in Yahweh’s*

law.
On his law he meditates day
and night.

3 He will be like a tree planted by
the streams of water,

that produces its fruit in its
season,

whose leaf also does not
wither.

Whatever he does shall pros-
per.

4The wicked are not so,
but are like the chaffwhich the
wind drives away.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not
stand in the judgment,

nor sinners in the congrega-
tion of the righteous.

6For Yahweh knows theway of the
righteous,

but thewayof thewicked shall
perish.

2
1Why do the nations rage,

and the peoples plot a vain
thing?

2 The kings of the earth take a
stand,

and the rulers take counsel to-
gether,

against Yahweh, and against
his Anointed,* saying,

3 “Let’s break their bonds apart,
and cast their cords from us.”

4 He who sits in the heavens will
laugh.

The Lord† will have them in
derision.

5 Then he will speak to them in his
anger,

and terrify them in his wrath:
6“Yet I have setmyKingonmyholy

hill of Zion.”
7 I will tell of the decree:

Yahweh said to me, “You are my
son.

Today I have become your fa-
ther.

8Ask of me, and I will give the na-
tions for your inheritance,

the uttermost parts of the
earth for your possession.

9Youshall break themwitha rodof
iron.

You shall dash them in pieces
like a potter’s vessel.”

10 Now therefore be wise, you
kings.

Be instructed, you judges of
the earth.

11 Serve Yahwehwith fear,
and rejoice with trembling.

12Give sincere homage to the Son,‡
lest he be angry, and you
perish on the way,

for his wrath will soon be kin-
dled.

Blessed are all those who take
refuge in him.

3
A Psalm by David, when he fled
from Absalom his son.
1 Yahweh, how my adversaries

have increased!
Many are those who rise up
against me.

2 Many there are who say of my
soul,

“There is no help for him in
God.”*

Selah.
3 But you, Yahweh, are a shield

aroundme,
my glory, and the onewho lifts
upmy head.

* 1:2 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other
translations. * 2:2 The word “Anointed” is the same as the word for “Messiah” or “Christ”
† 2:4 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 2:12 or, Kiss the son * 3:2 The Hebrew
word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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4 I cry to Yahwehwithmy voice,
and he answers me out of his
holy hill.

Selah.
5 I laid myself down and slept.

I awakened, for Yahweh sus-
tains me.

6 I will not be afraid of tens of thou-
sands of people

who have set themselves
against me on every side.

7Arise, Yahweh!
Saveme, my God!

For you have struck all of my ene-
mies on the cheek bone.

You have broken the teeth of
the wicked.

8 Salvation belongs to Yahweh.
May your blessing be on your
people.

Selah.

4
For theChiefMusician; on stringed
instruments. A Psalm by David.
1Answermewhen I call, God ofmy

righteousness.
Give me relief from my dis-
tress.

Have mercy on me, and hear
my prayer.

2 You sons of men, how long shall
my glory be turned into dis-
honor?

Will you love vanity and seek
after falsehood?

Selah.
3 But know that Yahweh has set

apart for himself himwho is
godly;

Yahweh will hear when I call
to him.

4 Stand in awe, and don’t sin.
Search your own heart on
your bed, and be still.

Selah.
5 Offer the sacrifices of righteous-

ness.
Put your trust in Yahweh.

6Many say, “Who will show us any
good?”

Yahweh, let the light of your
face shine on us.

7 You have put gladness in my
heart,

more than when their grain
and their new wine are in-
creased.

8 In peace I will both lay myself
down and sleep,

for you alone, Yahweh, make
me live in safety.

5
For the Chief Musician, with the
flutes. A Psalm by David.
1Give ear to mywords, Yahweh.

Consider mymeditation.
2 Listen to the voice of my cry, my

King andmy God,
for I pray to you.

3 Yahweh, in the morning you will
hear my voice.

In themorning Iwill laymy re-
quests before you, and will
watch expectantly.

4 For you are not a God who has
pleasure in wickedness.

Evil can’t live with you.
5 The arrogant will not stand in

your sight.
You hate all workers of iniq-
uity.

6You will destroy those who speak
lies.

Yahweh abhors the blood-
thirsty and deceitful man.

7But as forme, in the abundanceof
your loving kindness I will
come into your house.

I will bow toward your holy
temple in reverence of you.

8 Lead me, Yahweh, in your righ-
teousness because of my en-
emies.

Makeyourway straight before
my face.

9 For there is no faithfulness in
their mouth.

Their heart is destruction.
Their throat is an open tomb.
They flatter with their tongue.

10Hold them guilty, God.
Let them fall by their own
counsels.

Thrust themout in themultitudeof
their transgressions,
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for they have rebelled against
you.

11But let all those who take refuge
in you rejoice.

Let them always shout for joy,
because you defend them.

Let them also who love your name
be joyful in you.

12 For you will bless the righ-
teous.

Yahweh, you will surround him
with favor as with a shield.

6
For theChiefMusician; on stringed
instruments, upon the eight-
stringed lyre. A Psalm by David.
1Yahweh, don’t rebuke me in your

anger,
neither discipline me in your
wrath.

2Have mercy on me, Yahweh, for I
am faint.

Yahweh, heal me, for my
bones are troubled.

3My soul is also in great anguish.
But you, Yahweh—how long?

4Return, Yahweh. Delivermy soul,
and save me for your loving
kindness’ sake.

5 For in death there is no memory
of you.

In Sheol,* who shall give you
thanks?

6 I amweary withmy groaning.
Every night I floodmy bed.
I drench my couch with my
tears.

7 My eye wastes away because of
grief.

It grows old because of all my
adversaries.

8Depart from me, all you workers
of iniquity,

for Yahweh has heard the
voice of myweeping.

9 Yahweh has heard my supplica-
tion.

Yahweh accepts my prayer.
10May all my enemies be ashamed

and dismayed.

They shall turn back, they
shall be disgraced suddenly.

7
A meditation by David, which he
sang to Yahweh, concerning the
words of Cush, the Benjamite.
1 Yahweh, my God, I take refuge in

you.
Save me from all those who
pursueme, and deliver me,

2 lest they tear apart my soul like a
lion,

ripping it in pieces, while
there is no one to deliver.

3 Yahweh, my God, if I have done
this,

if there is iniquity in my
hands,

4 if I haverewardedevil tohimwho
was at peace withme

(yes, I have delivered himwho
without cause was my ad-
versary),

5 let theenemypursuemysoul,
and overtake it;

yes, let him tread my life down to
the earth,

and laymy glory in the dust.
Selah.

6Arise, Yahweh, in your anger.
Lift up yourself against the
rage of my adversaries.

Awake for me. You have com-
manded judgment.

7 Let the congregation of the
peoples surround you.

Rule over them on high.
8Yahweh administers judgment to

the peoples.
Judge me, Yahweh, according
to my righteousness,

and to my integrity that is in
me.

9 Oh let the wickedness of the
wicked come to an end,

but establish the righteous;
their minds and hearts are
searched by the righteous
God.

10My shield is with God,
whosaves theupright inheart.

* 6:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.



Psalms 7:11 329 Psalms 9:6

11God is a righteous judge,
yes, a God who has indigna-
tion every day.

12 If a man doesn’t repent, he will
sharpen his sword;

he has bent and strung his
bow.

13He has also prepared for himself
the instruments of death.

He makes ready his flaming
arrows.

14 Behold,* he travails with iniq-
uity.

Yes, he has conceived mis-
chief,

and brought out falsehood.
15He has dug a hole,

and has fallen into the pit
which hemade.

16 The trouble he causes shall re-
turn to his own head.

His violence shall come down
on the crown of his own
head.

17 I will give thanks to Yahweh
according to his righteous-
ness,

and will sing praise to the
name of YahwehMost High.

8
For the Chief Musician; on an in-
strument of Gath. A Psalm by
David.
1 Yahweh, our Lord, how majestic

is yourname inall the earth!
You have set your glory above
the heavens!

2 From the lips of babes and in-
fants you have established
strength,

because of your adversaries,
that you might silence the
enemy and the avenger.

3 When I consider your heavens,
the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars, which
you have ordained,

4 what is man, that you think of
him?

What is the son of man, that
you care for him?

5 For you have made him a little
lower than the angels,*

and crowned him with glory
and honor.

6 You make him ruler over the
works of your hands.

You have put all things under
his feet:

7All sheep and cattle,
yes, and the animals of the
field,

8 the birds of the sky, the fish of
the sea,

and whatever passes through
the paths of the seas.

9Yahweh, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in
all the earth!

9
For the Chief Musician. Set to “The
Death of the Son.” A Psalm by
David.
1 I will give thanks to Yahweh with

mywhole heart.
I will tell of all yourmarvelous
works.

2 I will be glad and rejoice in you.
Iwill sing praise to your name,
OMost High.

3Whenmy enemies turn back,
they stumble and perish in
your presence.

4 For you have maintained my just
cause.

You sit on the throne judging
righteously.

5You have rebuked the nations.
You have destroyed the
wicked.

You have blotted out their
name forever and ever.

6 The enemy is overtaken by end-
less ruin.

* 7:14 “Behold”, from ,”הִנֵּ͏ה“ means look at, take notice, observe, see, or gaze at. It is often used
as an interjection. * 8:5 Hebrew: Elohim. Theword Elohim, used here, usuallymeans “God”,
but can also mean “gods”, “princes”, or “angels”. The Septuagint reads “angels” here. See also
the quote from the Septuagint in Hebrews 2:7.
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The very memory of the cities
which youhave overthrown
has perished.

7But Yahweh reigns forever.
Hehaspreparedhis throne for
judgment.

8 He will judge the world in righ-
teousness.

He will administer judgment
to the peoples in upright-
ness.

9 Yahweh will also be a high tower
for the oppressed;

a high tower in times of trou-
ble.

10Thosewho know your namewill
put their trust in you,

for you, Yahweh, have not for-
saken those who seek you.

11 Sing praises to Yahweh, who
dwells in Zion,

and declare among the people
what he has done.

12 For he who avenges blood re-
members them.

He doesn’t forget the cry of the
afflicted.

13Havemercy onme, Yahweh.
Seemy affliction by those who
hate me,

and lift me up from the gates of
death,

14 that I may show all of your
praise.

I will rejoice in your salvation
in the gates of the daughter
of Zion.

15 The nations have sunk down in
the pit that theymade.

In thenetwhich theyhid, their
own foot is taken.

16 Yahweh has made himself
known.

He has executed judgment.
The wicked is snared by the
work of his own hands.

Meditation. Selah.
17The wicked shall be turned back

to Sheol,*
even all the nations that forget
God.

18For theneedy shall not alwaysbe
forgotten,

nor thehopeof thepoorperish
forever.

19 Arise, Yahweh! Don’t let man
prevail.

Let the nations be judged in
your sight.

20Put them in fear, Yahweh.
Let the nations know that they
are only men.

Selah.

10
1 Why do you stand far off, Yah-

weh?
Why do you hide yourself in
times of trouble?

2 In arrogance, the wicked hunt
down the weak.

They are caught in the
schemes that they devise.

3 For the wicked boasts of his
heart’s cravings.

He blesses the greedy and con-
demns Yahweh.

4 The wicked, in the pride of his
face,

has no room in his thoughts
for God.

5 His ways are prosperous at all
times.

He is arrogant, and your laws
are far from his sight.

As for all his adversaries, he sneers
at them.

6 He says in his heart, “I shall
not be shaken.

For generations I shall haveno
trouble.”

7 His mouth is full of cursing, de-
ceit, and oppression.

Under his tongue is mischief
and iniquity.

8He lies in wait near the villages.
From ambushes, he murders
the innocent.

His eyes are secretly set against the
helpless.

9He lurks in secret as a lion in his
ambush.

He lies in wait to catch the
helpless.

* 9:17 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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He catches the helpless when
he draws him in his net.

10The helpless are crushed.
They collapse.
They fall under his strength.

11 He says in his heart, “God has
forgotten.

He hides his face.
He will never see it.”

12Arise, Yahweh!
God, lift up your hand!
Don’t forget the helpless.

13 Why does the wicked person
condemn God,

and say in his heart, “God
won’t call me into account?”

14But you do see trouble and grief.
You consider it to take it into
your hand.

You help the victim and the
fatherless.

15Break the arm of the wicked.
As for the evil man, seek out
his wickedness until you
find none.

16 Yahweh is King forever and
ever!

The nations will perish out of
his land.

17 Yahweh, you have heard the de-
sire of the humble.

You will prepare their heart.
You will cause your ear to
hear,

18 to judge the fatherless and
the oppressed,

that man who is of the earth
may terrify nomore.

11
For the Chief Musician. By David.
1 In Yahweh, I take refuge.

How can you say to my soul,
“Fleeasabird toyourmoun-
tain”?

2For, behold, thewickedbend their
bows.

They set their arrows on the
strings,

that they may shoot in dark-
ness at the upright in heart.

3 If the foundations are destroyed,
what can the righteous do?

4Yahweh is in his holy temple.
Yahweh is on his throne in
heaven.

His eyes observe.
His eyes examine the children
of men.

5Yahweh examines the righteous,
but his soul hates the wicked
and himwho loves violence.

6On thewickedhewill rainblazing
coals;

fire, sulfur, and scorching
wind shall be the portion of
their cup.

7For Yahweh is righteous.
He loves righteousness.
The upright shall see his face.

12
For the Chief Musician; upon an
eight-stringed lyre. A Psalm of
David.
1Help, Yahweh; for the godly man

ceases.
For the faithful fail from
among the children of men.

2Everyone lies to his neighbor.
Theyspeakwithflattering lips,
and with a double heart.

3May Yahweh cut off all flattering
lips,

and the tongue that boasts,
4who have said, “With our tongue

wewill prevail.
Our lips are our own.
Who is lord over us?”

5 “Because of the oppression of
the weak and because of the
groaning of the needy,

Iwill nowarise,” saysYahweh;
“I will set him in safety from those

whomalign him.”
6 Yahweh’s words are flawless

words,
as silver refined in a clay fur-
nace, purified seven times.

7Youwill keep them, Yahweh.
You will preserve them from
this generation forever.

8The wicked walk on every side,
when what is vile is exalted
among the sons of men.
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13
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David.
1How long, Yahweh?

Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your
face fromme?

2 How long shall I take counsel in
my soul,

having sorrow inmy heart ev-
ery day?

How long shall my enemy tri-
umph over me?

3Behold, and answer me, Yahweh,
my God.

Give light to my eyes, lest I
sleep in death;

4 lest my enemy say, “I have
prevailed against him;”

lest my adversaries rejoice
when I fall.

5 But I trust in your loving kind-
ness.

My heart rejoices in your sal-
vation.

6 I will sing to Yahweh,
because he has been good to
me.

14
For the Chief Musician. By David.
1 The fool has said in his heart,

“There is no God.”
They are corrupt.
They have done abominable
deeds.

There isnoonewhodoesgood.
2 Yahweh looked down from

heaven on the children of
men,

to see if there were any who
understood,

who sought after God.
3They have all gone aside.

They have together become
corrupt.

There isnoonewhodoesgood,
no, not one.

4 Have all the workers of iniquity
no knowledge,

who eat up my people as they
eat bread,

and don’t call on Yahweh?

5There they were in great fear,
for God is in the generation of
the righteous.

6You frustrate the plan of the poor,
because Yahweh is his refuge.

7 Oh that the salvation of Israel
would come out of Zion!

When Yahweh restores the
fortunes of his people,

then Jacob shall rejoice, and
Israel shall be glad.

15
A Psalm by David.
1 Yahweh, who shall dwell in your

sanctuary?
Who shall live on your holy
hill?

2 He who walks blamelessly and
does what is right,

and speaks truth in his heart;
3 he who doesn’t slander with his

tongue,
nor does evil to his friend,
nor casts slurs against his fel-
lowman;

4 in whose eyes a vile man is de-
spised,

but who honors those who
fear Yahweh;

he who keeps an oath even
when it hurts, and doesn’t
change;

5 he who doesn’t lend out his
money for usury,

nor take a bribe against the
innocent.

He who does these things shall
never be shaken.

16
A Poem by David.
1 Preserve me, God, for I take

refuge in you.
2Mysoul, youhave said toYahweh,

“You aremy Lord.
Apart from you I have no good
thing.”

3 As for the saints who are in the
earth,

they are the excellent ones in
whom is all my delight.
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4Their sorrows shall bemultiplied
who give gifts to another
god.

Their drink offerings of blood
I will not offer,

nor take their names on my
lips.

5Yahweh assignedmy portion and
my cup.

Youmademy lot secure.

6 The lines have fallen to me in
pleasant places.

Yes, I have a good inheritance.
7 I will bless Yahweh, who has

givenme counsel.
Yes, my heart instructs me in
the night seasons.

8 I have set Yahweh always before
me.

Becausehe is atmy right hand,
I shall not bemoved.

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and
my tongue rejoices.

My body shall also dwell in
safety.

10For you will not leavemy soul in
Sheol,*

neither will you allow your
holy one to see corruption.

11Youwill showme the path of life.
In your presence is fullness of
joy.

In your right hand there are plea-
sures forever more.

17
A Prayer by David.
1Hear, Yahweh, my righteous plea.

Give ear to my prayer that
doesn’t go out of deceitful
lips.

2Letmy sentence come out of your
presence.

Let your eyes look on equity.
3You have provedmy heart.

You have visited me in the
night.

You have tried me, and found
nothing.

I have resolved thatmymouth
shall not disobey.

4 As for the deeds of men, by the
word of your lips,

I have kept myself from the
ways of the violent.

5 My steps have held fast to your
paths.

My feet have not slipped.
6 I have called on you, for you will

answerme, God.
Turn your ear to me.
Hear my speech.

7 Show your marvelous loving
kindness,

you who save those who take
refuge by your right hand
from their enemies.

8Keepme as the apple of your eye.
Hide me under the shadow of
your wings,

9 from thewickedwho oppressme,
my deadly enemies, who sur-
roundme.

10 They close up their callous
hearts.

With their mouth they speak
proudly.

11Theyhavenowsurroundedus in
our steps.

They set their eyes to cast us
down to the earth.

12He is like a lion that is greedy of
his prey,

as it were a young lion lurking
in secret places.

13Arise, Yahweh, confront him.
Cast him down.

Delivermysoul fromthewickedby
your sword,

14 from men by your hand,
Yahweh,

frommen of the world, whose
portion is in this life.

You fill the belly of your cherished
ones.

Your sons have plenty,
and they store up wealth for
their children.

15As forme, I shall see your face in
righteousness.

* 16:10 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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I shall be satisfied, when I
awake, with seeing your
form.

18
For the Chief Musician. By David
the servant of Yahweh, who spoke
toYahweh thewords of this song in
the day that Yahwehdelivered him
from the hand of all his enemies,
and from thehandof Saul. He said,
1 I love you, Yahweh, my strength.
2 Yahweh is my rock, my fortress,

andmy deliverer;
my God, my rock, in whom I
take refuge;

my shield, and the horn of my
salvation, my high tower.

3 I call onYahweh,who isworthy to
be praised;

and I am saved from my ene-
mies.

4 The cords of death surrounded
me.

The floods of ungodliness
mademe afraid.

5 The cords of Sheol* were around
me.

The snares of death came on
me.

6 Inmydistress I called onYahweh,
and cried to my God.

He heard my voice out of his tem-
ple.

My cry before him came into
his ears.

7 Then the earth shook and trem-
bled.

The foundations also of the
mountains quaked and
were shaken,

because he was angry.
8 Smoke went out of his nostrils.

Consumingfirecameoutofhis
mouth.

Coals were kindled by it.
9 He bowed the heavens also, and

came down.
Thick darkness was under his
feet.

10He rode on a cherub, and flew.
Yes, he soared on the wings of
the wind.

11 He made darkness his hiding
place, his pavilion around
him,

darkness of waters, thick
clouds of the skies.

12At the brightness before him his
thick clouds passed,

hailstones and coals of fire.
13 Yahweh also thundered in the

sky.
The Most High uttered his
voice:

hailstones and coals of fire.
14He sent out his arrows, and scat-

tered them.
He routed them with great
lightning bolts.

15 Then the channels of waters ap-
peared.

The foundations of the world
were laid bare at your re-
buke, Yahweh,

at the blast of the breath of
your nostrils.

16He sent from on high.
He tookme.
He drew me out of many wa-
ters.

17He deliveredme frommy strong
enemy,

from those who hated me; for
theywere toomighty forme.

18 They came on me in the day of
my calamity,

but Yahwehwasmy support.
19 He brought me out also into a

large place.
He delivered me, because he
delighted inme.

20 Yahweh has rewarded me
according to my righteous-
ness.

According to the cleanness of
my hands, he has recom-
pensedme.

21 For I have kept the ways of Yah-
weh,

and have not wickedly de-
parted frommy God.

22 For all his ordinances were be-
fore me.

I didn’t put away his statutes
fromme.

* 18:5 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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23 I was also blameless with him.
I keptmyself frommy iniquity.

24ThereforeYahwehhas rewarded
me according to my righ-
teousness,

according to the cleanness of
my hands in his eyesight.

25With the merciful you will show
yourself merciful.

With the perfectman, youwill
show yourself perfect.

26 With the pure, you will show
yourself pure.

With the crooked you will
show yourself shrewd.

27 For you will save the afflicted
people,

but the arrogant eyes you will
bring down.

28 For you will light my lamp, Yah-
weh.

My God will light up my dark-
ness.

29 For by you, I advance through a
troop.

Bymy God, I leap over a wall.
30As for God, his way is perfect.

Yahweh’s word is tried.
He is a shield to all those who
take refuge in him.

31For who is God, except Yahweh?
Who isa rock, besidesourGod,
32 the God who arms me with
strength, andmakesmyway
perfect?

33Hemakesmy feet like deer’s feet,
and setsme onmyhigh places.

34He teaches my hands to war,
so thatmy arms bend a bow of
bronze.

35 You have also given me the
shield of your salvation.

Your right hand sustains me.
Your gentleness has made me
great.

36 You have enlarged my steps un-
der me,

My feet have not slipped.
37 I will pursue my enemies, and

overtake them.
I won’t turn away until they
are consumed.

38 Iwill strike themthrough, so that
they will not be able to rise.

They shall fall under my feet.
39 For you have armed me with

strength to the battle.
You have subdued under me
those who rose up against
me.

40You have also made my enemies
turn their backs to me,

that I might cut off those who
hate me.

41They cried, but there was no one
to save;

even to Yahweh, but he didn’t
answer them.

42 Then I beat them small as the
dust before the wind.

I cast them out as the mire of
the streets.

43 You have delivered me from the
strivings of the people.

You havemademe the head of
the nations.

A people whom I have not known
shall serveme.

44 As soon as they hear of me
they shall obeyme.

The foreigners shall submit
themselves to me.

45The foreigners shall fade away,
and shall come trembling out
of their strongholds.

46 Yahweh lives! Blessed be my
rock.

Exaltedbe theGodofmysalva-
tion,

47 even the God who executes
vengeance for me,

and subdues peoples under
me.

48Herescuesme frommyenemies.
Yes, you lift me up above those
who rise up against me.

You deliver me from the vio-
lent man.

49 Therefore I will give thanks to
you, Yahweh, among the na-
tions,

and will sing praises to your
name.

50He gives great deliverance to his
king,

and shows loving kindness to
his anointed,
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to David and to his offspring,†
forever more.

19
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David.
1 The heavens declare the glory of

God.
The expanse shows his handi-
work.

2 Day after day they pour out
speech,

and night after night they dis-
play knowledge.

3There is no speech nor language
where their voice is not heard.

4Their voice has gone out through
all the earth,

their words to the end of the
world.

In them he has set a tent for the
sun,

5 which is as a bridegroom
coming out of his room,

like a strong man rejoicing to
run his course.

6 His going out is from the end of
the heavens,

his circuit to its ends.
There is nothing hidden from
its heat.

7Yahweh’s law is perfect, restoring
the soul.

Yahweh’s covenant is sure,
making wise the simple.

8 Yahweh’s precepts are right, re-
joicing the heart.

Yahweh’s commandment is
pure, enlightening the eyes.

9 The fear of Yahweh is clean, en-
during forever.

Yahweh’s ordinances are true,
and righteous altogether.

10They aremore to bedesired than
gold, yes, than much fine
gold,

sweeter also than honey and
the extract of the honey-
comb.

11 Moreover your servant is
warned by them.

In keeping them there is great
reward.

12Who can discern his errors?
Forgive me from hidden er-
rors.

13 Keep back your servant also
from presumptuous sins.

Let them not have dominion
over me.

Then I will be upright.
I will be blameless and inno-
cent of great transgression.

14 Let the words of my mouth and
themeditation of my heart

be acceptable in your sight,
Yahweh, my rock, and my re-
deemer.

20
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David.
1 May Yahweh answer you in the

day of trouble.
May the name of the God of
Jacob set you up on high,

2 send you help from the sanc-
tuary,

grant you support from Zion,
3 remember all your offerings,
and accept your burned sacri-
fice.

Selah.
4 May he grant you your heart’s

desire,
and fulfill all your counsel.

5 We will triumph in your salva-
tion.

In thenameofourGod,wewill
set up our banners.

May Yahweh grant all your re-
quests.

6 Now I know that Yahweh saves
his anointed.

He will answer him from his
holy heaven,

with the saving strength of his
right hand.

7 Some trust in chariots, and some
in horses,

but we trust in the name of
Yahweh our God.

8They are bowed down and fallen,
† 18:50 or, seed
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but we rise up, and stand up-
right.

9 Save, Yahweh!
Let the King answer us when
we call!

21
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David.
1 The king rejoices in your

strength, Yahweh!
How greatly he rejoices in
your salvation!

2 You have given him his heart’s
desire,

and have not withheld the re-
quest of his lips.

Selah.
3 For you meet him with the bless-

ings of goodness.
You set a crown of fine gold on
his head.

4He asked life of you and you gave
it to him,

even length of days forever
and ever.

5 His glory is great in your salva-
tion.

You lay honor and majesty on
him.

6 For you make him most blessed
forever.

You make him glad with joy in
your presence.

7For the king trusts in Yahweh.
Through the loving kindness
of theMostHigh, he shallnot
bemoved.

8Your handwill find out all of your
enemies.

Your right hand will find out
those who hate you.

9 You will make them as a fiery
furnace in the time of your
anger.

Yahweh will swallow them up
in his wrath.

The fire shall devour them.
10 You will destroy their descen-

dants from the earth,
their posterity from among
the children of men.

11 For they intended evil against
you.

They plotted evil against you
which cannot succeed.

12 For you will make them turn
their back,

when you aim drawn bows at
their face.

13 Be exalted, Yahweh, in your
strength,

sowewill sing andpraise your
power.

22
For the Chief Musician; set to “The
Doe of the Morning.” A Psalm by
David.
1 My God, my God, why have you

forsakenme?
Why are you so far from help-
ing me, and from the words
of my groaning?

2My God, I cry in the daytime, but
you don’t answer;

in thenight season, andamnot
silent.

3But you are holy,
you who inhabit the praises of
Israel.

4Our fathers trusted in you.
They trusted, and you deliv-
ered them.

5They cried to you, andwere deliv-
ered.

They trusted in you, and were
not disappointed.

6But I am aworm, and noman;
a reproach of men, and de-
spised by the people.

7All those who seememockme.
They insult me with their lips.
They shake their heads, say-
ing,

8 “He trusts in Yahweh.
Let him deliver him.
Let him rescue him, since he
delights in him.”

9 But you brought me out of the
womb.

Youmademe trustwhile atmy
mother’s breasts.

10 I was thrown on you from my
mother’s womb.

You are my God since my
mother boreme.
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11Don’t be far fromme, for trouble
is near.

For there is no one to help.
12Manybullshave surroundedme.

Strong bulls of Bashan have
encircledme.

13 They open their mouths wide
against me,

lions tearingprey and roaring.
14 I am poured out like water.

All my bones are out of joint.
My heart is like wax.

It is melted withinme.
15 My strength is dried up like a

potsherd.
My tongue sticks to the roof of
mymouth.

You have brought me into the dust
of death.

16For dogs have surroundedme.
A company of evildoers have
enclosedme.

They have pierced my hands
and feet.*

17 I can count all of my bones.
They look and stare at me.
18Theydividemygarments among

them.
They cast lots for my clothing.

19But don’t be far off, Yahweh.
Youaremyhelp. Hurry tohelp
me!

20Deliver my soul from the sword,
my precious life from the
power of the dog.

21 Saveme from the lion’s mouth!
Yes, youhave rescuedme from
the horns of the wild oxen.

22 I will declare your name to my
brothers.

Among the assembly, I will
praise you.

23 You who fear Yahweh, praise
him!

All you descendants of Jacob,
glorify him!

Stand in awe of him, all you
descendants of Israel!

24 For he has not despised nor ab-
horred the affliction of the
afflicted,

neither has he hidden his face
from him;

but when he cried to him, he
heard.

25 My praise of you comes in the
great assembly.

I will pay my vows before
those who fear him.

26The humble shall eat and be sat-
isfied.

They shall praise Yahwehwho
seek after him.

Let your hearts live forever.
27 All the ends of the earth shall

remember and turn to Yah-
weh.

All the relatives of the nations
shall worship before you.

28For the kingdom is Yahweh’s.
He is the ruler over the na-
tions.

29All therichonesof theearth shall
eat and worship.

All those who go down to the
dust shall bow before him,

even he who can’t keep his
soul alive.

30Posterity shall serve him.
Future generations shall be
told about the Lord.

31 They shall come and shall de-
clare his righteousness to a
people that shall be born,

for he has done it.

23
A Psalm by David.
1Yahweh is my shepherd;

I shall lack nothing.
2 He makes me lie down in green

pastures.
He leads me beside still wa-
ters.

3He restores my soul.
He guides me in the paths of
righteousness forhis name’s
sake.

* 22:16 So Dead Sea Scrolls. Masoretic Text reads, “Like a lion, they pinmy hands and feet.”
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4 Even though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of
death,

I will fear no evil, for you are
withme.

Your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

5You prepare a table before me
in thepresence ofmyenemies.

You anoint my head with oil.
My cup runs over.

6 Surely goodness and loving kind-
ness shall follow me all the
days of my life,

and I will dwell in Yahweh’s
house forever.

24
A Psalm by David.
1 The earth is Yahweh’s, with its

fullness;
the world, and those who
dwell in it.

2For he has founded it on the seas,
and established it on the
floods.

3 Who may ascend to Yahweh’s
hill?

Who may stand in his holy
place?

4 He who has clean hands and a
pure heart;

who has not lifted up his soul
to falsehood,

and has not sworn deceitfully.
5 He shall receive a blessing from

Yahweh,
righteousness from the God of
his salvation.

6 This is the generation of those
who seek Him,

who seek your face—even Ja-
cob.

Selah.
7Lift up your heads, you gates!

Be lifted up, you everlasting
doors,

and theKingof glorywill come
in.

8Who is the King of glory?
Yahweh strong andmighty,
Yahwehmighty in battle.

9Lift up your heads, you gates;
yes, lift them up, you everlast-
ing doors,

and theKingof glorywill come
in.

10Who is this King of glory?
Yahweh of Armies is the King
of glory!

Selah.

25
By David.
1To you, Yahweh, I lift upmy soul.
2My God, I have trusted in you.

Don’t let me be shamed.
Don’t let my enemies triumph
over me.

3Yes, no onewhowaits for youwill
be shamed.

They will be shamed who
deal treacherously without
cause.

4 Showme your ways, Yahweh.
Teachme your paths.

5Guideme in your truth, and teach
me,

for you are the God of my sal-
vation.

I wait for you all day long.
6 Yahweh, remember your ten-

dermercies and your loving
kindness,

for they are from old times.
7 Don’t remember the sins of my

youth, nor my transgres-
sions.

Remember me according to
your loving kindness,

for your goodness’ sake, Yah-
weh.

8Good and upright is Yahweh,
therefore he will instruct sin-
ners in the way.

9 He will guide the humble in jus-
tice.

He will teach the humble his
way.

10All the paths of Yahweh are lov-
ing kindness and truth

to such as keep his covenant
and his testimonies.

11For your name’s sake, Yahweh,
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pardon my iniquity, for it is
great.

12What man is he who fears Yah-
weh?

He shall instruct him in the
way that he shall choose.

13His soul will dwell at ease.
His offspring will inherit the
land.

14The friendship of Yahweh iswith
those who fear him.

He will show them his
covenant.

15My eyes are ever on Yahweh,
for hewill pluckmy feet out of
the net.

16 Turn to me, and have mercy on
me,

for I am desolate and afflicted.
17The troubles of my heart are en-

larged.
Oh bring me out of my dis-
tresses.

18 Consider my affliction and my
travail.

Forgive all my sins.
19 Consider my enemies, for they

aremany.
They hate me with cruel ha-
tred.

20Ohkeepmy soul, anddeliverme.
Let me not be disappointed,
for I take refuge in you.

21 Let integrity and uprightness
preserveme,

for I wait for you.
22God, redeem Israel

out of all his troubles.

26
By David.
1 Judge me, Yahweh, for I have

walked inmy integrity.
I have trusted also in Yahweh
without wavering.

2 Examine me, Yahweh, and prove
me.

Trymy heart andmymind.
3Foryour lovingkindness is before

my eyes.
I have walked in your truth.

4 I have not sat with deceitful men,
neither will I go in with hyp-
ocrites.

5 I hate the assembly of evildoers,
and will not sit with the
wicked.

6 I will wash my hands in inno-
cence,

so I will go about your altar,
Yahweh,

7 that I may make the voice of
thanksgiving to be heard

and tell of all your wondrous
deeds.

8 Yahweh, I love the habitation of
your house,

the place where your glory
dwells.

9 Don’t gather my soul with sin-
ners,

nor my life with bloodthirsty
men

10 in whose hands is wicked-
ness;

their right hand is full of
bribes.

11 But as for me, I will walk in my
integrity.

Redeem me, and be merciful
to me.

12My foot stands in an even place.
In the congregations I will
bless Yahweh.

27
By David.
1Yahweh is my light andmy salva-

tion.
Whom shall I fear?

Yahweh is the strength of my life.
Of whom shall I be afraid?

2When evildoers came atme to eat
upmy flesh,

even my adversaries and my
foes, they stumbled and fell.

3 Though an army should encamp
against me,

my heart shall not fear.
Though war should rise against

me,
even then I will be confident.

4One thing IhaveaskedofYahweh,
that I will seek after:

that I may dwell in Yahweh’s
house all the days of my life,

to see Yahweh’s beauty,
and to inquire in his temple.
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5 For in the day of trouble, he will
keepmesecretly inhispavil-
ion.

In the secret place of his taber-
nacle, he will hideme.

He will lift me up on a rock.
6 Now my head will be lifted up

above my enemies around
me.

I will offer sacrifices of joy in his
tent.

I will sing, yes, I will sing
praises to Yahweh.

7Hear, Yahweh,when I crywithmy
voice.

Have mercy also on me, and
answerme.

8When you said, “Seekmy face,”
my heart said to you, “I will
seek your face, Yahweh.”

9Don’t hide your face fromme.
Don’t putyour servantaway in
anger.

You have beenmy help.
Don’t abandonme,
neither forsake me, God of my
salvation.

10Whenmy father andmymother
forsakeme,

then Yahwehwill takeme up.
11Teachme your way, Yahweh.

Leadme in a straight path, be-
cause of my enemies.

12Don’t deliver me over to the de-
sire of my adversaries,

for false witnesses have risen
up against me,

such as breathe out cruelty.
13 I am still confident of this:

I will see the goodness of Yah-
weh in the land of the living.

14Wait for Yahweh.
Be strong, and let your heart
take courage.

Yes, wait for Yahweh.

28
By David.
1To you, Yahweh, I call.

My rock, don’t be deaf to me,
lest, if you are silent to me,
Iwouldbecome like thosewho
go down into the pit.

2 Hear the voice of my petitions,
when I cry to you,

when I lift up my hands to-
ward yourMost Holy Place.

3 Don’t draw me away with the
wicked,

with the workers of iniquity
who speak peace with their
neighbors,

but mischief is in their hearts.
4 Give them according to their

work, and according to the
wickedness of their doings.

Give themaccording to the op-
eration of their hands.

Bring back on themwhat they
deserve.

5 Because they don’t respect the
works of Yahweh,

nor the operation of his hands,
he will break them down and
not build them up.

6Blessed be Yahweh,
becausehehasheard thevoice
of my petitions.

7 Yahweh is my strength and my
shield.

My heart has trusted in him,
and I am helped.

Therefore my heart greatly re-
joices.

Withmy song Iwill thankhim.
8Yahweh is their strength.

He is a stronghold of salvation
to his anointed.

9 Save your people,
and bless your inheritance.

Be their shepherd also,
and bear them up forever.

29
A Psalm by David.
1 Ascribe to Yahweh, you sons of

themighty,
ascribe to Yahweh glory and
strength.

2 Ascribe to Yahweh the glory due
to his name.

Worship Yahweh in holy ar-
ray.

3Yahweh’s voice is on the waters.
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The God of glory thunders,
even Yahweh on many wa-
ters.

4Yahweh’s voice is powerful.
Yahweh’s voice is full of
majesty.

5Yahweh’s voicebreaks the cedars.
Yes, Yahweh breaks in pieces
the cedars of Lebanon.

6He makes them also to skip like a
calf;

Lebanon and Sirion like a
young, wild ox.

7 Yahweh’s voice strikes with
flashes of lightning.

8 Yahweh’s voice shakes the
wilderness.

Yahweh shakes thewilderness
of Kadesh.

9 Yahweh’s voice makes the deer
calve,

and strips the forests bare.
In his temple everything says,
“Glory!”

10 Yahweh sat enthroned at the
Flood.

Yes, Yahweh sits as King for-
ever.

11 Yahweh will give strength to his
people.

Yahweh will bless his people
with peace.

30
A Psalm. A Song for the Dedication
of the Temple. By David.
1 I will extol you, Yahweh, for you

have raisedme up,
and have not made my foes to
rejoice over me.

2Yahwehmy God, I cried to you,
and you have healedme.

3Yahweh, you have brought upmy
soul from Sheol.*

You have kept me alive, that
I should not go down to the
pit.

4 Sing praise to Yahweh, you saints
of his.

Give thanks to his holy name.
5For his anger is but for amoment.

His favor is for a lifetime.

Weepingmay stay for the night,
but joy comes in themorning.

6As forme, I said inmy prosperity,
“I shall never bemoved.”

7 You, Yahweh, when you favored
me, made my mountain
stand strong;

but when you hid your face, I
was troubled.

8 I cried to you, Yahweh.
I made supplication to the
Lord:

9 “What profit is there in my de-
struction, if I go down to the
pit?

Shall the dust praise you?
Shall it declare your truth?

10 Hear, Yahweh, and have mercy
onme.

Yahweh, bemy helper.”
11 You have turned my mourning

into dancing for me.
You have removed my sack-
cloth, and clothed me with
gladness,

12 to the end thatmyheartmay
sing praise to you, and not
be silent.

Yahweh my God, I will give thanks
to you forever!

31
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David.
1 In you, Yahweh, I take refuge.

Let me never be disappointed.
Deliver me in your righteous-
ness.

2Bow down your ear to me.
Deliver me speedily.

Be to me a strong rock,
a house of defense to saveme.

3 For you are my rock and my
fortress,

therefore for yourname’s sake
leadme and guideme.

4 Pluck me out of the net that they
have laid secretly for me,

for you aremy stronghold.
5 Into your hand I commend my

spirit.
* 30:3 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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You redeem me, Yahweh, God
of truth.

6 I hate thosewhoregard lyingvan-
ities,

but I trust in Yahweh.
7 I will be glad and rejoice in your

loving kindness,
for you have seen my afflic-
tion.

You have known my soul in
adversities.

8 You have not shut me up into the
hand of the enemy.

You have set my feet in a large
place.

9Have mercy on me, Yahweh, for I
am in distress.

My eye, my soul, and my body
waste away with grief.

10Formy life is spent with sorrow,
my years with sighing.

My strength fails because of my
iniquity.

My bones are wasted away.
11 Because of all my adversaries

I have become utterly con-
temptible to my neighbors,

a horror to my acquaintances.
Those who saw me on the
street fled fromme.

12 I am forgotten from their hearts
like a deadman.

I am like broken pottery.
13 For I have heard the slander of

many, terror on every side,
while they conspire together
against me,

they plot to take awaymy life.
14But I trust in you, Yahweh.

I said, “You aremy God.”
15My times are in your hand.

Deliver me from the hand of
my enemies, and from those
who persecute me.

16Make your face to shine on your
servant.

Save me in your loving kind-
ness.

17Letme not be disappointed, Yah-
weh, for I have called on
you.

Let the wicked be disap-
pointed.

Let them be silent in Sheol.*
18Let the lying lips bemute,

which speak against the righ-
teous insolently, with pride
and contempt.

19Oh how great is your goodness,
which you have laid up for
those who fear you,

which you have worked for
those who take refuge in
you,

before the sons of men!
20 In the shelter of your presence

you will hide them from the
plotting of man.

You will keep them secretly in
a dwelling away from the
strife of tongues.

21Praise be to Yahweh,
for he has shown me his mar-
velous loving kindness in a
strong city.

22 As for me, I said in my haste, “I
am cut off from before your
eyes.”

Nevertheless you heard the
voice of my petitions when I
cried to you.

23 Oh love Yahweh, all you his
saints!

Yahwehpreserves the faithful,
and fully recompenses him who

behaves arrogantly.
24Be strong, and let yourheart take

courage,
all you who hope in Yahweh.

32
By David. A contemplative psalm.
1Blessed is he whose disobedience

is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

2 Blessed is the man to whom
Yahweh doesn’t impute in-
iquity,

in whose spirit there is no de-
ceit.

* 31:17 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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3 When I kept silence, my bones
wasted away through my
groaning all day long.

4 For day and night your hand was
heavy onme.

My strengthwas sapped in the
heat of summer.

Selah.
5 I acknowledgedmy sin to you.

I didn’t hidemy iniquity.
I said, I will confess my transgres-

sions to Yahweh,
andyou forgave the iniquityof
my sin.

Selah.
6For this, let everyonewho is godly

pray to you in a time when
youmay be found.

Surely when the great waters
overflow, they shall not
reach to him.

7You aremy hiding place.
You will preserve me from
trouble.

You will surround me with
songs of deliverance.

Selah.
8 I will instruct you and teach you

in the way which you shall
go.

I will counsel you with my eye
on you.

9Don’t be like the horse, or like the
mule, which have no under-
standing,

who are controlled by bit and
bridle, or else they will not
come near to you.

10 Many sorrows come to the
wicked,

but loving kindness shall sur-
round him who trusts in
Yahweh.

11 Be glad in Yahweh, and rejoice,
you righteous!

Shout for joy, all you who are
upright in heart!

33
1Rejoice inYahweh, you righteous!

Praise is fitting for the upright.
2 Give thanks to Yahweh with the

lyre.

Sing praises to him with the
harp of ten strings.

3 Sing to him a new song.
Play skillfully with a shout of
joy!

4For Yahweh’s word is right.
All hiswork is done in faithful-
ness.

5 He loves righteousness and jus-
tice.

The earth is full of the loving
kindness of Yahweh.

6 By Yahweh’s word, the heavens
weremade:

all their army by the breath of
his mouth.

7 He gathers the waters of the sea
together as a heap.

He lays up the deeps in store-
houses.

8Let all the earth fear Yahweh.
Let all the inhabitants of the
world stand in awe of him.

9For he spoke, and it was done.
He commanded, and it stood
firm.

10Yahwehbrings the counsel of the
nations to nothing.

He makes the thoughts of the
peoples to be of no effect.

11 The counsel of Yahweh stands
fast forever,

the thoughts of his heart to all
generations.

12 Blessed is the nation whose God
is Yahweh,

the people whom he has cho-
sen for his own inheritance.

13Yahweh looks from heaven.
He sees all the sons of men.

14 From the place of his habitation
he looks out onall the inhab-
itants of the earth,

15 he who fashions all of their
hearts;

and he considers all of their
works.

16 There is no king saved by the
multitude of an army.

A mighty man is not delivered
by great strength.

17A horse is a vain thing for safety,
neither does he deliver any by
his great power.
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18Behold, Yahweh’s eye is on those
who fear him,

on those who hope in his lov-
ing kindness,

19 to deliver their soul from
death,

to keep them alive in famine.
20Our soul has waited for Yahweh.

He is our help and our shield.
21For our heart rejoices in him,

becausewe have trusted in his
holy name.

22 Let your loving kindness be on
us, Yahweh,

since we have hoped in you.

34
By David; when he pretended to
be insane before Abimelech, who
drove him away, and he departed.
1 * I will bless Yahweh at all times.

His praisewill always be inmy
mouth.

2My soul shall boast in Yahweh.
Thehumble shallhearof it and
be glad.

3Ohmagnify Yahwehwithme.
Let’s exalt his name together.

4 I sought Yahweh, and he an-
sweredme,

and delivered me from all my
fears.

5 They looked to him, and were
radiant.

Their faces shall never be cov-
ered with shame.

6This poorman cried, and Yahweh
heard him,

and saved him out of all his
troubles.

7 Yahweh’s angel encamps around
those who fear him,

and delivers them.
8 Oh taste and see that Yahweh is

good.
Blessed is the man who takes
refuge in him.

9Oh fear Yahweh, you his saints,
for there is no lack with those
who fear him.

10The young lions do lack, and suf-
fer hunger,

but those who seek Yahweh
shall not lack any good
thing.

11Come, you children, listen tome.
Iwill teach you the fear of Yah-
weh.

12Whois someonewhodesires life,
and loves many days, that he
may see good?

13Keep your tongue from evil,
and your lips from speaking
lies.

14Depart from evil, and do good.
Seek peace, and pursue it.

15 Yahweh’s eyes are toward the
righteous.

His ears listen to their cry.
16 Yahweh’s face is against those

who do evil,
to cut off their memory from
the earth.

17 The righteous cry, and Yahweh
hears,

and delivers them out of all
their troubles.

18 Yahweh is near to those who
have a broken heart,

and saves those who have a
crushed spirit.

19 Many are the afflictions of the
righteous,

but Yahweh delivers him out
of them all.

20He protects all of his bones.
Not one of them is broken.

21Evil shall kill the wicked.
Those who hate the righteous
shall be condemned.

22 Yahweh redeems the soul of his
servants.

None of those who take refuge
in him shall be condemned.

35
By David.
1Contend, Yahweh,with thosewho

contend withme.
Fight against those who fight
against me.

2Take hold of shield and buckler,
and stand up for my help.

* 34:1 Psalm 34 is an acrostic poem, with each verse starting with a letter of the alphabet
(ordered from Alef to Tav).
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3 Brandish the spear and block
those who pursueme.

Tell my soul, “I am your salva-
tion.”

4 Let those who seek after my
soul be disappointed and
brought to dishonor.

Let those who plot my ruin
be turned back and con-
founded.

5 Let them be as chaff before the
wind,

Yahweh’s angel driving them
on.

6 Let their way be dark and slip-
pery,

Yahweh’s angel pursuing
them.

7 For without cause they have hid-
den their net in a pit for me.

Without cause they have dug a
pit for my soul.

8 Let destruction come on him un-
awares.

Let his net that he has hidden
catch himself.

Let him fall into that destruc-
tion.

9Mysoul shall be joyful in Yahweh.
It shall rejoice in his salvation.

10All my bones shall say, “Yahweh,
who is like you,

who delivers the poor from
him who is too strong for
him;

yes, the poor and the needy
from himwho robs him?”

11Unrighteous witnesses rise up.
They ask me about things that
I don’t know about.

12They rewardme evil for good,
to the bereaving of my soul.

13 But as for me, when they were
sick, my clothing was sack-
cloth.

I afflictedmy soulwith fasting.
My prayer returned into my
own bosom.

14 I behaved myself as though it
had been my friend or my
brother.

I bowed down mourning,
as one who mourns his
mother.

15 But in my adversity, they re-
joiced, and gathered them-
selves together.

The attackers gathered them-
selves together against me,
and I didn’t know it.

They tore at me, and didn’t
cease.

16 Like the profane mockers in
feasts,

they gnashed their teethatme.
17Lord, how longwill you look on?

Rescue my soul from their de-
struction,

my precious life from the li-
ons.

18 Iwill give you thanks in the great
assembly.

I will praise you among many
people.

19 Don’t let those who are my
enemies wrongfully rejoice
over me;

neither let those who hate me
without a cause wink their
eyes.

20For they don’t speak peace,
but they devise deceitful
words against thosewhoare
quiet in the land.

21 Yes, they opened their mouth
wide against me.

They said, “Aha! Aha! Our eye
has seen it!”

22 You have seen it, Yahweh. Don’t
keep silent.

Lord, don’t be far fromme.
23Wake up! Rise up to defend me,

my God!
My Lord, contend for me!

24 Vindicate me, Yahweh my God,
according to your righteous-
ness.

Don’t let them gloat over me.
25Don’t let them say in their heart,

“Aha! That’s the way we
want it!”

Don’t let them say, “We have
swallowed him up!”
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26 Let them be disappointed and
confounded together who
rejoice at my calamity.

Let them be clothed with
shame and dishonor who
magnify themselves against
me.

27 Let those who favor my righ-
teous cause shout for joy
and be glad.

Yes, let them say continually,
“May Yahweh bemagnified,

who has pleasure in the pros-
perity of his servant!”

28My tongue shall talk about your
righteousness and about
your praise all day long.

36
For the Chief Musician. By David,
the servant of Yahweh.
1 A revelation is within my heart

about the disobedience of
the wicked:

There is no fear of God before
his eyes.

2 For he flatters himself in his own
eyes,

toomuch todetect andhatehis
sin.

3 The words of his mouth are iniq-
uity and deceit.

Hehas ceased tobewiseand to
do good.

4He plots iniquity on his bed.
He sets himself in away that is
not good.

He doesn’t abhor evil.
5 Your loving kindness, Yahweh, is

in the heavens.
Your faithfulness reaches to
the skies.

6 Your righteousness is like the
mountains of God.

Your judgments are like a
great deep.

Yahweh, you preserve man
and animal.

7Howprecious is your loving kind-
ness, God!

The children of men take
refuge under the shadow of
your wings.

8 They shall be abundantly satis-
fied with the abundance of
your house.

You will make them drink of
the river of your pleasures.

9For with you is the spring of life.
In your light we will see light.

10 Oh continue your loving kind-
ness to thosewho knowyou,

your righteousness to the up-
right in heart.

11 Don’t let the foot of pride come
against me.

Don’t let the hand of the
wicked drive me away.

12There theworkersof iniquityare
fallen.

They are thrust down, and
shall not be able to rise.

37
By David.
1Don’t fret because of evildoers,

neither be envious against
those who work unrigh-
teousness.

2 For they shall soon be cut down
like the grass,

andwither like thegreenherb.
3Trust in Yahweh, and do good.

Dwell in the land, and enjoy
safe pasture.

4Also delight yourself in Yahweh,
and he will give you the de-
sires of your heart.

5Commit your way to Yahweh.
Trust also in him, and he will
do this:

6 he will make your righteousness
shine out like light,

and your justice as the noon
day sun.

7 Rest in Yahweh, and wait pa-
tiently for him.

Don’t fret because of him who
prospers in his way,

because of the man who
makes wicked plots happen.

8 Cease from anger, and forsake
wrath.
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Don’t fret; it leads only to evil-
doing.

9For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who wait for Yah-
weh shall inherit the land.

10 For yet a little while, and the
wicked will be nomore.

Yes, though you look for his
place, he isn’t there.

11 But the humble shall inherit the
land,

and shall delight themselves
in the abundance of peace.

12Thewickedplots against the just,
and gnashes at him with his
teeth.

13The Lord will laugh at him,
for he sees that his day is com-
ing.

14 The wicked have drawn out the
sword, and have bent their
bow,

to cast down the poor and
needy,

to kill those who are upright
on the path.

15Their swordshall enter into their
own heart.

Their bows shall be broken.
16Better is a little that the righteous

has,
than the abundance of many
wicked.

17 For the arms of the wicked shall
be broken,

but Yahweh upholds the righ-
teous.

18 Yahweh knows the days of the
perfect.

Their inheritance shall be for-
ever.

19They shall notbedisappointed in
the time of evil.

In the days of famine they
shall be satisfied.

20But the wicked shall perish.
The enemies of Yahweh shall
be like the beauty of the
fields.

They will vanish—
vanish like smoke.

21 The wicked borrow, and don’t
pay back,

but the righteous give gener-
ously.

22 For such as are blessed by him
shall inherit the land.

Those who are cursed by him
shall be cut off.

23Aman’s steps are established by
Yahweh.

He delights in his way.
24 Though he stumble, he shall not

fall,
for Yahweh holds him up with
his hand.

25 I have been young, and now am
old,

yet I have not seen the righ-
teous forsaken,

nor his children begging for
bread.

26All day long he deals graciously,
and lends.

His offspring is blessed.
27Depart from evil, and do good.

Live securely forever.
28For Yahweh loves justice,

and doesn’t forsake his saints.
They are preserved forever,
but the children of the wicked
shall be cut off.

29 The righteous shall inherit the
land,

and live in it forever.
30Themouth of the righteous talks

of wisdom.
His tongue speaks justice.

31The law of his God is in his heart.
None of his steps shall slide.

32The wicked watch the righteous,
and seek to kill him.

33Yahwehwill not leave him in his
hand,

nor condemn him when he is
judged.

34 Wait for Yahweh, and keep his
way,

and hewill exalt you to inherit
the land.

When the wicked are cut off,
you shall see it.

35 I have seen the wicked in great
power,
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spreading himself like a green
tree in its native soil.

36But he passed away, and behold,
he was not.

Yes, I sought him, but he could
not be found.

37 Mark the perfect man, and see
the upright,

for there is a future for the
man of peace.

38 As for transgressors, they shall
be destroyed together.

The future of the wicked shall
be cut off.

39But the salvationof the righteous
is from Yahweh.

He is their stronghold in the
time of trouble.

40 Yahweh helps them and rescues
them.

He rescues them from the
wicked and saves them,

because they have taken
refuge in him.

38
A Psalm by David, for a memorial.
1Yahweh, don’t rebukeme in your

wrath,
neither chastenme inyourhot
displeasure.

2For your arrowshavepiercedme,
yourhandpresseshardonme.

3There is no soundness inmyflesh
becauseofyour indignation,

neither is there any health in
my bones because ofmy sin.

4 For my iniquities have gone over
my head.

As a heavy burden, they are
too heavy for me.

5 My wounds are loathsome and
corrupt

because of my foolishness.
6 I am in pain and bowed down

greatly.
I go mourning all day long.

7 For my waist is filled with burn-
ing.

There is no soundness in my
flesh.

8 I am faint and severely bruised.

I have groaned by reason of
the anguish of my heart.

9Lord, all my desire is before you.
My groaning is not hidden
from you.

10My heart throbs.
My strength fails me.
As for the light of my eyes, it
has also left me.

11My lovers and my friends stand
aloof frommy plague.

My kinsmen stand far away.
12 They also who seek after my life

lay snares.
Thosewho seekmyhurt speak
mischievous things,

and meditate deceits all day
long.

13But I, as a deaf man, don’t hear.
I am as a mute man who
doesn’t open his mouth.

14 Yes, I am as a man who doesn’t
hear,

in whose mouth are no re-
proofs.

15For I hope in you, Yahweh.
You will answer, Lordmy God.

16 For I said, “Don’t let them gloat
over me,

or exalt themselves over me
whenmy foot slips.”

17For I am ready to fall.
My pain is continually before
me.

18For I will declare my iniquity.
I will be sorry for my sin.

19 But my enemies are vigorous
andmany.

Those who hate me without
reason are numerous.

20 They who render evil for good
are also adversaries to me,

because I followwhat is good.
21Don’t forsakeme, Yahweh.

My God, don’t be far fromme.
22Hurry to help me,

Lord, my salvation.

39
For the Chief Musician. For Je-
duthun. A Psalm by David.
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1 I said, “I will watch my ways,
so that I don’t sin with my
tongue.

I will keep my mouth with a
bridle while the wicked is
before me.”

2 I was mute with silence.
I held my peace, even from
good.

My sorrowwas stirred.
3My heart was hot withinme.

While I meditated, the fire
burned.

I spoke withmy tongue:
4 “Yahweh, showmemy end,
what is the measure of my
days.

Let me know how frail I am.
5 Behold, you have made my days

handwidths.
My lifetime is as nothing be-
fore you.

Surely every man stands as a
breath.”

Selah.
6 “Surely every man walks like a

shadow.
Surely they busy themselves
in vain.

He heaps up, and doesn’t
knowwho shall gather.

7Now, Lord, what do I wait for?
My hope is in you.

8Deliverme fromallmy transgres-
sions.

Don’tmakeme the reproachof
the foolish.

9 I was mute.
I didn’t openmymouth,
because you did it.

10Removeyour scourgeaway from
me.

I am overcome by the blow of
your hand.

11 When you rebuke and correct
man for iniquity,

you consume his wealth like a
moth.

Surely everyman is but a breath.”
Selah.

12 “Hear my prayer, Yahweh, and
give ear to my cry.

Don’t be silent at my tears.
For I am a stranger with you,

a foreigner, as all my fathers
were.

13Oh spare me, that I may recover
strength,

before I go away and exist no
more.”

40
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David.
1 I waited patiently for Yahweh.

He turned to me, and heard
my cry.

2 He brought me up also out of a
horrible pit,

out of themiry clay.
He set my feet on a rock,

and gave me a firm place to
stand.

3 He has put a new song in my
mouth, even praise to our
God.

Many shall see it, and fear, and
shall trust in Yahweh.

4 Blessed is the man who makes
Yahweh his trust,

and doesn’t respect the proud,
nor suchas turnaway to lies.

5 Many, Yahweh, my God, are the
wonderfulworkswhich you
have done,

and your thoughts which are
toward us.

They can’t be declared back to you.
If I would declare and speak
of them, they are more than
can be counted.

6 Sacrifice and offering you didn’t
desire.

You have openedmy ears.
You have not required burnt
offering and sin offering.

7Then I said, “Behold, I have come.
It is written about me in the
book in the scroll.

8 I delight to do your will, my God.
Yes, your law is within my
heart.”

9 I have proclaimed glad news of
righteousness in the great
assembly.

Behold, I will not seal my lips,
Yahweh, you know.
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10 I have not hidden your righ-
teousness withinmy heart.

I have declared your faithful-
ness and your salvation.

I have not concealed your lov-
ing kindness and your truth
from the great assembly.

11Don’twithhold your tendermer-
cies fromme, Yahweh.

Let your loving kindness and
your truth continually pre-
serveme.

12 For innumerable evils have sur-
roundedme.

My iniquities have overtaken
me, so that I am not able to
look up.

They aremore than thehairs ofmy
head.

My heart has failedme.
13 Be pleased, Yahweh, to deliver

me.
Hurry to help me, Yahweh.

14 Let them be disappointed and
confounded together who
seek aftermy soul to destroy
it.

Let them be turned backward
and brought to dishonor
who delight in my hurt.

15 Let them be desolate by reason
of their shame that tell me,
“Aha! Aha!”

16 Let all those who seek you re-
joice and be glad in you.

Let such as love your salvation
say continually, “Let Yah-
weh be exalted!”

17But I am poor and needy.
May the Lord think about me.

You aremy help andmy deliverer.
Don’t delay, my God.

41
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David.
1 Blessed is he who considers the

poor.
Yahwehwill deliver him in the
day of evil.

2 Yahweh will preserve him, and
keep him alive.

He shall be blessed on the
earth,

and he will not surrender him
to the will of his enemies.

3 Yahweh will sustain him on his
sickbed,

and restore him from his bed
of illness.

4 I said, “Yahweh, have mercy on
me!

Heal me, for I have sinned
against you.”

5 My enemies speak evil against
me:

“When will he die, and his
name perish?”

6 If he comes to see me, he speaks
falsehood.

His heart gathers iniquity to
itself.

When he goes abroad, he tells
it.

7Allwhohatemewhisper together
against me.

They imagine the worst for
me.

8 “An evil disease”, they say, “has
afflicted him.

Now that he lies he shall rise
up nomore.”

9 Yes, my own familiar friend, in
whom I trusted,

who ate bread withme,
has lifted up his heel against
me.

10But you, Yahweh, havemercy on
me, and raise me up,

that I may repay them.
11By this I know that you delight in

me,
becausemy enemy doesn’t tri-
umph over me.

12As for me, you uphold me in my
integrity,

and set me in your presence
forever.

13 Blessed be Yahweh, the God of
Israel,

from everlasting and to ever-
lasting!

Amen and amen.
BOOK 2
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42
For the Chief Musician. A contem-
plation by the sons of Korah.
1 As the deer pants for the water

brooks,
so my soul pants after you,
God.*

2 My soul thirsts for God, for the
living God.

When shall I come and appear
before God?

3My tears have been my food day
and night,

while they continually askme,
“Where is your God?”

4 These things I remember, and
pour out my soul withinme,

how I used to go with the
crowd, and led themtoGod’s
house,

with the voice of joy and
praise, a multitude keeping
a holy day.

5Why are you in despair, my soul?
Why are you disturbed within
me?

Hope in God!
For I shall still praise him for
the saving help of his pres-
ence.

6 My God, my soul is in despair
withinme.

Therefore I remember you
from the land of the Jordan,

the heights of Hermon, from
the hill Mizar.

7Deep calls to deep at the noise of
your waterfalls.

All your waves and your bil-
lows have swept over me.

8 Yahweh† will command his lov-
ing kindness in the daytime.

In the night his song shall be
withme:

a prayer to the God of my life.
9 I will ask God, my rock, “Why

have you forgottenme?

Whydo Igomourningbecause
of the oppression of the en-
emy?”

10Aswith a sword inmy bones, my
adversaries reproachme,

while they continually askme,
“Where is your God?”

11Whyare you in despair,my soul?
Why are you disturbed within
me?

Hope in God! For I shall still praise
him,

the saving help of my counte-
nance, andmy God.

43
1Vindicate me, God, and plead my

cause against an ungodly
nation.

Oh, deliver me from deceitful
and wickedmen.

2 For you are the God of my
strength. Why have you
rejectedme?

Whydo Igomourningbecause
of the oppression of the en-
emy?

3Oh, send out your light and your
truth.

Let them leadme.
Let thembringme toyourholy
hill,

to your tents.
4Then I will go to the altar of God,

to God, my exceeding joy.
I will praise you on the harp, God,

my God.
5Why are you in despair, my soul?

Why are you disturbed within
me?

Hope in God!
For I shall still praise him:
my Savior, my helper, and my
God.

44
For the ChiefMusician. By the sons
of Korah. A contemplative psalm.
1 We have heard with our ears,

God;
* 42:1 The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim). † 42:8 “Yahweh” is God’s
proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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our fathers have told us what
work you did in their days,

in the days of old.
2 You drove out the nations with

your hand,
but you planted them.

You afflicted the peoples,
but you spread them abroad.

3For they didn’t get the land in pos-
session by their own sword,

neither did their own arm
save them;

but your right hand, your arm, and
the light of your face,

because youwere favorable to
them.

4God, you aremy King.
Command victories for Jacob!

5 Through you, we will push down
our adversaries.

Through your name, we will
tread down those who rise
up against us.

6For I will not trust in my bow,
neither will my sword save
me.

7 But you have saved us from our
adversaries,

and have shamed those who
hate us.

8 In God we have made our boast
all day long.

We will give thanks to your
name forever.

Selah.
9 But now you rejected us, and

brought us to dishonor,
and don’t go out with our
armies.

10 You make us turn back from the
adversary.

Those who hate us take plun-
der for themselves.

11You have made us like sheep for
food,

and have scattered us among
the nations.

12You sell your people for nothing,
and have gained nothing from
their sale.

13 You make us a reproach to our
neighbors,

a scoffing and a derision to
those who are around us.

14 You make us a byword among
the nations,

a shaking of the head among
the peoples.

15 All day long my dishonor is be-
fore me,

and shame covers my face,
16 at the taunt of one who
reproaches and verbally
abuses,

because of the enemy and the
avenger.

17All this has come on us,
yet we haven’t forgotten you.
We haven’t been false to your
covenant.

18Our heart has not turned back,
neither have our steps strayed
from your path,

19 though you have crushed us
in the haunt of jackals,

and covered us with the
shadow of death.

20 If we have forgotten the name of
our God,

or spread out our hands to a
strange god,

21won’t God search this out?
For he knows the secrets of the
heart.

22 Yes, for your sake we are killed
all day long.

We are regarded as sheep for
the slaughter.

23Wake up!
Why do you sleep, Lord?*

Arise!
Don’t reject us forever.

24Why do you hide your face,
and forget our affliction and
our oppression?

25 For our soul is bowed down to
the dust.

Our body clings to the earth.
26Rise up to help us.

Redeem us for your loving
kindness’ sake.

* 44:23 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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45
For the Chief Musician. Set to “The
Lilies.” A contemplation by the
sons of Korah. A wedding song.
1My heart overflows with a noble

theme.
I recite my verses for the king.
My tongue is like the pen of a
skillful writer.

2 You are the most excellent of the
sons of men.

Grace has anointed your lips,
therefore God has blessed you
forever.

3Strapyour swordonyour thigh, O
mighty one,

in your splendor and your
majesty.

4 In your majesty ride on victori-
ously on behalf of truth, hu-
mility, and righteousness.

Let your right hand display
awesome deeds.

5Your arrows are sharp.
The nations fall under you,
with arrows in the heart of
the king’s enemies.

6 Your throne, God, is forever and
ever.

A scepter of equity is the
scepter of your kingdom.

7 You have loved righteousness,
and hated wickedness.

Therefore God, your God, has
anointed you with the oil
of gladness above your fel-
lows.

8 All your garments smell like
myrrh, aloes, and cassia.

Out of ivory palaces stringed
instruments have made you
glad.

9Kings’ daughters are among your
honorable women.

At your right hand the queen
stands in gold of Ophir.

10 Listen, daughter, consider, and
turn your ear.

Forget your own people, and
also your father’s house.

11 So the king will desire your
beauty,

honor him, for he is your lord.
12Thedaughter of Tyre comeswith

a gift.
The rich among the people en-
treat your favor.

13 The princess inside is all glori-
ous.

Her clothing is interwoven
with gold.

14 She shall be led to the king in
embroidered work.

The virgins, her companions
who follow her, shall be
brought to you.

15With gladness and rejoicing they
shall be led.

They shall enter into the king’s
palace.

16 Your sons will take the place of
your fathers.

You shall make them princes
in all the earth.

17 I will make your name to be
remembered in all genera-
tions.

Therefore the peoples shall
give you thanks forever and
ever.

46
For the ChiefMusician. By the sons
of Korah. According to Alamoth.*
1God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we won’t be afraid,

though the earth changes,
though the mountains are
shaken into the heart of the
seas;

3 though its waters roar and
are troubled,

though themountains tremble
with their swelling.

Selah.
4 There is a river, the streams of

which make the city of God
glad,

the holy place of the tents of
the Most High.

5God iswithin her. She shall not be
moved.

* 46: Alamoth is a musical term.
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Godwill help her at dawn.
6The nations raged. The kingdoms

weremoved.
He lifted his voice and the
earthmelted.

7Yahweh of Armies is with us.
The God of Jacob is our refuge.

Selah.
8Come, see Yahweh’s works,

what desolations he has made
in the earth.

9Hemakeswars cease to the endof
the earth.

He breaks the bow, and shat-
ters the spear.

He burns the chariots in the
fire.

10“Be still, and know that I amGod.
I will be exalted among the na-
tions.

I will be exalted in the earth.”
11Yahweh of Armies is with us.

The God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah.

47
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
the sons of Korah.
1 Oh clap your hands, all you na-

tions.
Shout to God with the voice of
triumph!

2 For Yahweh Most High is awe-
some.

He is a great King over all the
earth.

3He subdues nations under us,
and peoples under our feet.

4 He chooses our inheritance for
us,

the glory of Jacob whom he
loved.

Selah.
5God has gone upwith a shout,

Yahweh with the sound of a
trumpet.

6 Sing praises to God! Sing praises!
Sing praises to our King! Sing
praises!

7ForGod is theKingof all theearth.
Sing praises with understand-
ing.

8God reigns over the nations.
God sits on his holy throne.

9 The princes of the peoples are
gathered together,

the people of the God of Abraham.
For the shields of the earth be-
long to God.

He is greatly exalted!

48
A Song. A Psalm by the sons of
Korah.
1Great is Yahweh, andgreatly to be

praised,
in the city of our God, in his
holy mountain.

2 Beautiful in elevation, the joy of
the whole earth,

is Mount Zion, on the north
sides,

the city of the great King.
3 God has shown himself in her

citadels as a refuge.
4 For, behold, the kings assembled

themselves,
they passed by together.

5 They saw it, then they were
amazed.

They were dismayed.
They hurried away.

6 Trembling took hold of them
there,

pain, as of a woman in travail.
7With the eastwind, you break the

ships of Tarshish.
8 As we have heard, so we have

seen,
in the city of Yahweh of
Armies, in the city of our
God.

God will establish it forever.
Selah.

9We have thought about your lov-
ing kindness, God,

in themiddle of your temple.
10As is your name, God,

so is your praise to the ends of
the earth.

Your right hand is full of righ-
teousness.

11Let Mount Zion be glad!
Let the daughters of Judah re-
joice because of your judg-
ments.
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12Walk about Zion, and go around
her.

Number its towers.
13Notice her bulwarks.

Consider her palaces,
that you may tell it to the next
generation.

14 For this God is our God forever
and ever.

He will be our guide even to
death.

49
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
the sons of Korah.
1Hear this, all you peoples.

Listen, all you inhabitants of
the world,

2both low and high,
rich and poor together.

3 My mouth will speak words of
wisdom.

My heart will utter under-
standing.

4 I will incline my ear to a proverb.
I will solve my riddle on the
harp.

5Why should I fear in the days of
evil,

when iniquity at my heels sur-
roundsme?

6Those who trust in their wealth,
and boast in the multitude of
their riches—

7 none of them can by any
means redeem his brother,

norgiveGodaransomforhim.
8For the redemption of their life is

costly,
no payment is ever enough,
9 that he should live on for-
ever,

that he should not see corrup-
tion.

10For he sees that wise men die;
likewise the fool and the
senseless perish,

and leave their wealth to oth-
ers.

11 Their inward thought is that
their houseswill endure for-
ever,

and their dwelling places to all
generations.

They name their lands after
themselves.

12 But man, despite his riches,
doesn’t endure.

He is like the animals that per-
ish.

13 This is the destiny of those who
are foolish,

and of those who approve
their sayings.

Selah.
14They are appointed as a flock for

Sheol.*
Death shall be their shepherd.

The upright shall have dominion
over them in themorning.

Their beauty shall decay in
Sheol,†

far from their mansion.
15 But God will redeem my soul

from the power of Sheol,‡
for he will receive me.

Selah.
16 Don’t be afraid when a man is

made rich,
when the glory of his house is
increased;

17 for when he dies he will carry
nothing away.

His glory won’t descend after
him.

18Thoughwhilehe livedheblessed
his soul—

andmen praise you when you
do well for yourself—

19he shall go to the generation
of his fathers.

They shall never see the light.
20 A man who has riches without

understanding,
is like the animals that perish.

50
A Psalm by Asaph.
1 The Mighty One, God, Yahweh,

speaks,
and calls the earth from sun-
rise to sunset.

* 49:14 Sheol is the place of the dead. † 49:14 Sheol is the place of the dead. ‡ 49:15 Sheol
is the place of the dead.
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2 Out of Zion, the perfection of
beauty,

God shines out.
3OurGodcomes, anddoesnotkeep

silent.
A fire devours before him.
It is very stormy around him.

4He calls to the heavens above,
to the earth, that hemay judge
his people:

5 “Gathermy saints together tome,
those who have made a
covenant with me by sacri-
fice.”

6 The heavens shall declare his
righteousness,

for God himself is judge.
Selah.

7 “Hear, my people, and I will
speak.

Israel, Iwill testifyagainstyou.
I am God, your God.
8 I don’t rebuke you for your sacri-

fices.
Your burnt offerings are con-
tinually before me.

9 I have no need for a bull from
your stall,

nor male goats from your
pens.

10 For every animal of the forest is
mine,

and the livestock on a thou-
sand hills.

11 I know all the birds of themoun-
tains.

The wild animals of the field
are mine.

12 If I were hungry, I would not tell
you,

for the world is mine, and all
that is in it.

13Will I eat themeat of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats?

14 Offer to God the sacrifice of
thanksgiving.

Pay your vows to the Most
High.

15Call onme in the day of trouble.
I will deliver you, and youwill
honorme.”

16But to the wicked God says,

“What right do you have to de-
clare my statutes,

that you have taken my
covenant on your lips,

17 since you hate instruction,
and throw my words behind
you?

18When you saw a thief, you con-
sented with him,

and have participated with
adulterers.

19 “You give yourmouth to evil.
Your tongue frames deceit.

20 You sit and speak against your
brother.

You slander your own
mother’s son.

21You have done these things, and
I kept silent.

You thought that I was just like
you.

I will rebuke you, and accuse
you in front of your eyes.

22 “Now consider this, youwho for-
get God,

lest I tear you into pieces, and
there be no one to deliver.

23 Whoever offers the sacrifice of
thanksgiving glorifies me,

and prepares his way so that I
will show God’s salvation to
him.”

51
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David, when Nathan the prophet
came to him, after he had gone in
to Bathsheba.
1Have mercy on me, God, accord-

ing to your loving kindness.
According to the multitude of
your tender mercies, blot
out my transgressions.

2Washme thoroughly frommy in-
iquity.

Cleanseme frommy sin.
3For I knowmy transgressions.

Mysin is constantlybeforeme.
4Against you, and you only, I have

sinned,
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and done that which is evil in
your sight,

so you may be proved right when
you speak,

and justified when you judge.
5Behold, I was born in iniquity.

My mother conceived me in
sin.

6 Behold, you desire truth in the
inward parts.

You teach me wisdom in the
inmost place.

7 Purify me with hyssop, and I will
be clean.

Wash me, and I will be whiter
than snow.

8Let me hear joy and gladness,
that the boneswhich you have
brokenmay rejoice.

9Hide your face frommy sins,
and blot out all of my iniqui-
ties.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O
God.

Renewaright spiritwithinme.
11Don’t throw me from your pres-

ence,
anddon’t take yourHoly Spirit
fromme.

12 Restore to me the joy of your
salvation.

Uphold me with a willing
spirit.

13 Then I will teach transgressors
your ways.

Sinners will be converted to
you.

14 Deliver me from the guilt of
bloodshed,OGod, theGodof
my salvation.

My tongue will sing aloud of
your righteousness.

15Lord, openmy lips.
My mouth will declare your
praise.

16For you don’t delight in sacrifice,
or else I would give it.

You have no pleasure in burnt
offering.

17 The sacrifices of God are a bro-
ken spirit.

O God, you will not despise a
broken and contrite heart.

18Dowell in your good pleasure to
Zion.

Build the walls of Jerusalem.
19 Then you will delight in the sac-

rifices of righteousness,
in burnt offerings and in
whole burnt offerings.

Then they will offer bulls on your
altar.

52
For the Chief Musician. A con-
templation by David, when Doeg
the Edomite came and told Saul,
“David has come to Ahimelech’s
house.”
1 Why do you boast of mischief,

mighty man?
God’s loving kindness endures
continually.

2Your tongue plots destruction,
like a sharp razor, working de-
ceitfully.

3You love evil more than good,
lying rather than speaking the
truth.

Selah.
4You love all devouring words,

you deceitful tongue.
5Godwill likewise destroy you for-

ever.
He will take you up, and pluck
you out of your tent,

and root you out of the land of
the living.

Selah.
6The righteous also will see it, and

fear,
and laugh at him, saying,

7 “Behold, this is the man
who didn’t make God his
strength,

but trusted in the abundance
of his riches,

and strengthened himself in
his wickedness.”

8 But as for me, I am like a green
olive tree in God’s house.

I trust inGod’s loving kindness
forever and ever.

9 I will give you thanks forever,
because you have done it.

I will hope in your name, for it
is good,
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in the presence of your saints.

53
For the ChiefMusician. To the tune
of “Mahalath.” A contemplationby
David.
1 The fool has said in his heart,

“There is no God.”
They are corrupt, and have
done abominable iniquity.

There isnoonewhodoesgood.
2 God looks down from heaven on

the children of men,
to see if there are any who un-
derstood,

who seek after God.
3Every one of them has gone back.

They have become filthy to-
gether.

There isnoonewhodoesgood,
no, not one.

4 Have the workers of iniquity no
knowledge,

who eat up my people as they
eat bread,

and don’t call on God?
5 There they were in great fear,

where no fear was,
for God has scattered the
bones of him who encamps
against you.

You have put them to shame,
because God has rejected
them.

6 Oh that the salvation of Israel
would come out of Zion!

WhenGodbringsbackhispeo-
ple from captivity,

then Jacob shall rejoice,
and Israel shall be glad.

54
For the Chief Musician. On
stringed instruments. A con-
templation by David, when the
Ziphites came and said to Saul,
“Isn’t David hiding himself among
us?”
1 Saveme, God, by your name.

Vindicate me in yourmight.
2Hearmy prayer, God.

Listen to the words of my
mouth.

3 For strangers have risen up
against me.

Violent men have sought after
my soul.

They haven’t set God before
them.

Selah.
4Behold, God is my helper.

The Lord is the one who sus-
tains my soul.

5He will repay the evil to my ene-
mies.

Destroy them in your truth.
6 With a free will offering, I will

sacrifice to you.
I will give thanks to your
name, Yahweh, for it is good.

7For he has deliveredme out of all
trouble.

My eye has seen triumph over
my enemies.

55
For the Chief Musician. On
stringed instruments. A contem-
plation by David.
1Listen to my prayer, God.

Don’t hide yourself from my
supplication.

2Attend tome, and answerme.
I am restless in my complaint,
and moan 3 because of the
voice of the enemy,

because of the oppression of
the wicked.

For they bring suffering onme.
In anger they hold a grudge
against me.

4 My heart is severely pained
withinme.

The terrors of death have
fallen onme.

5 Fearfulness and trembling have
come onme.

Horror has overwhelmedme.
6 I said, “Oh that I had wings like a

dove!
Then I would fly away, and be
at rest.

7 Behold, then I would wander far
off.

I would lodge in the wilder-
ness.”

Selah.



Psalms 55:8 360 Psalms 56:9

8 “I would hurry to a shelter from
the stormywindandstorm.”

9 Confuse them, Lord, and con-
found their language,

for I have seen violence and
strife in the city.

10 Day and night they prowl
around on its walls.

Malice and abuse are also
within her.

11 Destructive forces are within
her.

Threats and lies don’t depart
from her streets.

12 For it was not an enemy who
insultedme,

then I could have endured it.
Neither was it he who hated

me who raised himself up
against me,

then I would have hidden my-
self from him.

13But it was you, a man like me,
my companion, and my famil-
iar friend.

14 We took sweet fellowship to-
gether.

Wewalked inGod’shousewith
company.

15 Let death come suddenly on
them.

Let them go down alive into
Sheol.*

For wickedness is among
them, in their dwelling.

16As for me, I will call on God.
Yahwehwill saveme.

17Evening,morning, and at noon, I
will cry out in distress.

He will hear my voice.
18 He has redeemed my soul in

peace from the battle that
was against me,

although there are many who
opposeme.

19God, who is enthroned forever,
will hear and answer them.

Selah.

They never change
and don’t fear God.

20 He raises his hands against his
friends.

He has violated his covenant.
21Hismouthwas smooth as butter,

but his heart was war.
His words were softer than oil,

yet they were drawn swords.

22 Cast your burden on Yahweh
and he will sustain you.

He will never allow the righ-
teous to bemoved.

23 But you, God, will bring them
down into the pit of destruc-
tion.

Bloodthirsty and deceitful
men shall not live out half
their days,

but I will trust in you.

56
For the Chief Musician. To the
tune of “Silent Dove in Distant
Lands.” A poem by David, when
the Philistines seized him in Gath.
1 Be merciful to me, God, for man

wants to swallowme up.
All day long, he attacks and
oppresses me.

2My enemies want to swallow me
up all day long,

for they are many who fight
proudly against me.

3When I am afraid,
I will put my trust in you.

4 In God, I praise his word.
In God, I put my trust.

I will not be afraid.
What can flesh do to me?

5All day long they twist mywords.
All their thoughts are against
me for evil.

6They conspire and lurk,
watchingmy steps.
They are eager to takemy life.

7 Shall they escape by iniquity?
In anger cast down the peo-
ples, God.

8You count mywanderings.
You put my tears into your
container.

Aren’t they in your book?
9Thenmy enemies shall turn back

in the day that I call.
* 55:15 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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I know this: that God is forme.
10 In God, I will praise his word.

In Yahweh, I will praise his
word.

11 I have put my trust in God.
I will not be afraid.
What canman do tome?

12Your vows are onme, God.
I will give thank offerings to
you.

13 For you have delivered my soul
from death,

and prevented my feet from
falling,

that I may walk before God in
the light of the living.

57
For the ChiefMusician. To the tune
of “Do Not Destroy.” A poem by
David, when he fled from Saul, in
the cave.
1Bemerciful to me, God, be merci-

ful to me,
for my soul takes refuge in
you.

Yes, in the shadow of your wings, I
will take refuge,

until disaster has passed.
2 I cry out to GodMost High,
to God who accomplishes my re-

quests for me.
3 He will send from heaven, and

saveme,
he rebukes the onewho is pur-
suingme.

Selah.
God will send out his loving kind-

ness and his truth.
4My soul is among lions.

I lie among those who are set
on fire,

even the sons of men, whose
teeth are spears and arrows,

and their tongue a sharp
sword.

5 Be exalted, God, above the heav-
ens!

Let your glory be above all the
earth!

6 They have prepared a net for my
steps.

My soul is bowed down.

They dig a pit before me.
They fall into the middle of it
themselves.

Selah.
7My heart is steadfast, God.

My heart is steadfast.
I will sing, yes, I will sing
praises.

8Wake up,my glory! Wake up, lute
and harp!

I will wake up the dawn.
9 I will give thanks to you, Lord,

among the peoples.
I will sing praises to you
among the nations.

10 For your great loving kindness
reaches to the heavens,

and your truth to the skies.
11Be exalted, God, above the heav-

ens.
Let your glory be over all the
earth.

58
For the ChiefMusician. To the tune
of “Do Not Destroy.” A poem by
David.
1 Do you indeed speak righteous-

ness, silent ones?
Do you judge blamelessly, you
sons of men?

2 No, in your heart you plot injus-
tice.

You measure out the violence
of your hands in the earth.

3 The wicked go astray from the
womb.

They are wayward as soon as
they are born, speaking lies.

4 Their poison is like the poison of
a snake,

like a deaf cobra that stops its
ear,

5 which doesn’t listen to the
voice of charmers,

no matter how skillful the
charmermay be.

6 Break their teeth, God, in their
mouth.

Breakout the great teeth of the
young lions, Yahweh.

7 Let them vanish like water that
flows away.
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When they draw the bow, let
their arrows bemade blunt.

8 Let them be like a snail which
melts and passes away,

like the stillborn child, who
has not seen the sun.

9Before your pots can feel the heat
of the thorns,

he will sweep away the green
and the burning alike.

10The righteous shall rejoicewhen
he sees the vengeance.

He shall wash his feet in the
blood of the wicked,

11 so that men shall say, “Most cer-
tainly there is a reward for
the righteous.

Most certainly there is a God
who judges the earth.”

59
For the ChiefMusician. To the tune
of “Do Not Destroy.” A poem by
David, when Saul sent, and they
watched the house to kill him.
1Deliver me frommy enemies, my

God.
Setmeonhigh from thosewho
rise up against me.

2 Deliver me from the workers of
iniquity.

Saveme from the bloodthirsty
men.

3For, behold, they lie inwait formy
soul.

The mighty gather themselves
together against me,

not for my disobedience, nor
for my sin, Yahweh.

4 I have done no wrong, yet they
are ready to attackme.

Rise up, behold, and helpme!
5 You, Yahweh God of Armies, the

God of Israel,
rouse yourself to punish the
nations.

Show no mercy to the wicked
traitors.

Selah.
6 They return at evening, howling

like dogs,
and prowl around the city.

7 Behold, they spew with their
mouth.

Swords are in their lips,
“For”, they say, “who hears
us?”

8But you, Yahweh, laugh at them.
You scoff at all the nations.

9Oh, my Strength, I watch for you,
for God is my high tower.

10 My God will go before me with
his loving kindness.

Godwill letme look atmy ene-
mies in triumph.

11 Don’t kill them, or my people
may forget.

Scatter them by your power,
and bring them down, Lord
our shield.

12 For the sin of their mouth, and
the words of their lips,

let them be caught in their
pride,

for the curses and lies which
they utter.

13Consume them in wrath.
Consume them, and they will
be nomore.

Let them know that God rules in
Jacob,

to the ends of the earth.
Selah.

14At evening let them return.
Let them howl like a dog, and
go around the city.

15They shall wander up and down
for food,

andwait all night if they aren’t
satisfied.

16But I will sing of your strength.
Yes, I will sing aloud of your
lovingkindness in themorn-
ing.

For you have beenmy high tower,
a refuge in the day of my dis-
tress.

17 To you, my strength, I will sing
praises.

For God is my high tower, the
God of mymercy.



Psalms 60:1 363 Psalms 62:3

60
For the ChiefMusician. To the tune
of “The Lily of the Covenant.” A
teaching poem by David, when he
fought with Aram Naharaim and
with Aram Zobah, and Joab re-
turned, andkilled twelve thousand
of Edom in the Valley of Salt.
1God, you have rejected us.

You have broken us down.
You have been angry.

Restore us, again.
2You havemade the land tremble.

You have torn it.
Mend its fractures,

for it quakes.
3Youhaveshownyourpeoplehard

things.
You have made us drink the
wine that makes us stagger.

4You have given a banner to those
who fear you,

that it may be displayed be-
cause of the truth.

Selah.
5 So that your beloved may be de-

livered,
savewith your right hand, and
answer us.

6 God has spoken from his sanctu-
ary:

“I will triumph.
I will divide Shechem,
and measure out the valley of
Succoth.

7 Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is
mine.

Ephraim also is the defense of
my head.

Judah is my scepter.
8Moab is mywash basin.

I will throw my sandal on
Edom.

I shout in triumph over Philis-
tia.”

9Whowill bringme into the strong
city?

Who has ledme to Edom?
10Haven’t you, God, rejected us?

You don’t go out with our
armies, God.

11 Give us help against the adver-
sary,

for the help of man is vain.
12 Through God we will do

valiantly,
for it is hewhowill treaddown
our adversaries.

61
For the Chief Musician. For a
stringed instrument. By David.
1Hearmy cry, God.

Listen to my prayer.
2 From the end of the earth, I will

call to you whenmy heart is
overwhelmed.

Lead me to the rock that is
higher than I.

3 For you have been a refuge for
me,

a strong tower from the en-
emy.

4 I will dwell in your tent forever.
I will take refuge in the shelter
of your wings.

Selah.
5 For you, God, have heard my

vows.
You have given me the her-
itage of those who fear your
name.

6Youwill prolong the king’s life.
His years will be for genera-
tions.

7 He shall be enthroned in God’s
presence forever.

Appoint your loving kindness
and truth, that theymaypre-
serve him.

8 So I will sing praise to your name
forever,

that I may fulfill my vows
daily.

62
For the Chief Musician. To Je-
duthun. A Psalm by David.
1My soul rests in God alone.

My salvation is from him.
2Healone ismy rock,my salvation,

andmy fortress.
I will never be greatly shaken.

3How longwill you assault aman?
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Would all of you throw him
down,

like a leaning wall, like a tot-
tering fence?

4 They fully intend to throw him
down from his lofty place.

They delight in lies.
They bless with their mouth,
but they curse inwardly.

Selah.
5 My soul, wait in silence for God

alone,
for my expectation is from
him.

6Healone ismy rock andmy salva-
tion, my fortress.

I will not be shaken.
7 My salvation and my honor is

with God.
The rock of my strength, and
my refuge, is in God.

8Trust in him at all times, you peo-
ple.

Pour out your heart before
him.

God is a refuge for us.
Selah.

9Surelymen of low degree are just
a breath,

and men of high degree are a
lie.

In the balances they will go up.
They are together lighter than
a breath.

10Don’t trust in oppression.
Don’t become vain in robbery.

If riches increase,
don’t set your heart on them.

11God has spoken once;
twice I have heard this,
that power belongs to God.

12Also to you, Lord, belongs loving
kindness,

for you reward every man ac-
cording to his work.

63
A Psalm by David, when he was in
the desert of Judah.
1God, you aremy God.

I will earnestly seek you.
My soul thirsts for you.

My flesh longs for you,
in a dry and weary land,
where there is no water.

2 So I have seen you in the sanctu-
ary,

watching your power and
your glory.

3 Because your loving kindness is
better than life,

my lips shall praise you.
4 So I will bless you while I live.

I will lift up my hands in your
name.

5My soul shall be satisfied as with
the richest food.

My mouth shall praise you
with joyful lips,

6when I remember you onmy
bed,

and think about you in the
night watches.

7For you have beenmy help.
I will rejoice in the shadow of
your wings.

8My soul stays close to you.
Your right hand holds me up.

9 But those who seek my soul to
destroy it

shall go into the lower parts of
the earth.

10 They shall be given over to the
power of the sword.

They shall be jackal food.
11But the king shall rejoice in God.

Everyone who swears by him
will praise him,

for the mouth of those who
speak lies shall be silenced.

64
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David.
1 Hear my voice, God, in my com-

plaint.
Preserve my life from fear of
the enemy.

2 Hide me from the conspiracy of
the wicked,

from the noisy crowd of the
ones doing evil;

3 who sharpen their tongue like a
sword,
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and aim their arrows, deadly
words,

4 to shoot innocent men from
ambushes.

They shoot at him suddenly
and fearlessly.

5 They encourage themselves in
evil plans.

They talk about laying snares
secretly.

They say, “Who will see
them?”

6 They plot injustice, saying, “We
havemade a perfect plan!”

Surely man’s mind and heart
are cunning.

7But God will shoot at them.
They will be suddenly struck
downwith an arrow.

8 Their own tongues shall ruin
them.

All who see them will shake
their heads.

9All mankind shall be afraid.
They shall declare the work of
God,

and shall wisely ponder what
he has done.

10 The righteous shall be glad in
Yahweh,

and shall take refuge in him.
All the upright in heart shall
praise him!

65
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David. A song.
1Praise waits for you, God, in Zion.

Vows shall be performed to
you.

2Youwho hear prayer,
all menwill come to you.

3 Sins overwhelmedme,
but you atoned for our trans-
gressions.

4 Blessed is the one whom you
choose and cause to come
near,

thathemay live inyour courts.
Wewill befilledwith the good-
ness of your house,

your holy temple.

5 By awesome deeds of righteous-
ness, you answer us,

God of our salvation.
You who are the hope of all the

ends of the earth,
of those who are far away on
the sea.

6 By your power, you form the
mountains,

having armed yourself with
strength.

7You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves,
and the turmoil of the nations.

8 They also who dwell in faraway
places are afraid at your
wonders.

You call the morning’s dawn
and the evening with songs
of joy.

9You visit the earth, and water it.
You greatly enrich it.

The river of God is full of water.
You provide them grain, for so
you have ordained it.

10You drench its furrows.
You level its ridges.
You soften it with showers.
You bless it with a crop.

11 You crown the year with your
bounty.

Your carts overflow with
abundance.

12 The wilderness grasslands over-
flow.

Thehills are clothedwith glad-
ness.

13 The pastures are covered with
flocks.

The valleys also are clothed
with grain.

They shout for joy!
They also sing.

66
For the Chief Musician. A song. A
Psalm.
1Make a joyful shout to God, all the

earth!
2 Sing to the glory of his name!
Offer glory and praise!

3Tell God, “Howawesomeare your
deeds!
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Through the greatness of your
power, your enemies sub-
mit themselves to you.

4All the earth will worship you,
and will sing to you;
they will sing to your name.”

Selah.
5Come, and see God’s deeds—

awesome work on behalf of
the children of men.

6He turned the sea into dry land.
They went through the river
on foot.

There, we rejoiced in him.
7He rules by his might forever.

His eyes watch the nations.
Don’t let the rebellious rise up
against him.

Selah.
8Praise our God, you peoples!

Make the sound of his praise
heard,

9who preserves our life among the
living,

and doesn’t allow our feet to
bemoved.

10For you, God, have tested us.
Youhaverefinedus, as silver is
refined.

11You brought us into prison.
You laid a burden on our
backs.

12Youallowedmen to rideoverour
heads.

We went through fire and
through water,

but youbrought us to theplace
of abundance.

13 Iwill come intoyour templewith
burnt offerings.

I will pay my vows to you,
14whichmy lips promised,

and my mouth spoke, when I
was in distress.

15 I will offer to you burnt offerings
of fat animals,

with the offering of rams,
I will offer bulls with goats.

Selah.
16Come and hear, all you who fear

God.
Iwill declarewhathehasdone
for my soul.

17 I cried to himwithmymouth.

He was extolled with my
tongue.

18 If I cherished sin inmy heart,
the Lord wouldn’t have lis-
tened.

19 But most certainly, God has lis-
tened.

He has heard the voice of my
prayer.

20 Blessed be God, who has not
turned awaymy prayer,

nor his loving kindness from
me.

67
For the Chief Musician. With
stringed instruments. A Psalm. A
song.
1May God be merciful to us, bless

us,
and cause his face to shine on
us.

Selah.
2 That your way may be known on

earth,
and your salvation among all
nations,

3 let the peoples praise you, God.
Let all the peoples praise you.

4Oh let thenationsbegladand sing
for joy,

for you will judge the peoples
with equity,

and govern the nations on
earth.

Selah.
5Let the peoples praise you, God.

Let all the peoples praise you.
6The earthhas yielded its increase.

God, even our own God, will
bless us.

7Godwill bless us.
All the ends of the earth shall
fear him.

68
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David. A song.
1Let God arise!

Let his enemies be scattered!
Let them who hate him also
flee before him.

2As smoke is driven away,
so drive them away.

As waxmelts before the fire,
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so let the wicked perish at the
presence of God.

3But let the righteous be glad.
Let them rejoice before God.
Yes, let them rejoice with glad-
ness.

4 Sing to God! Sing praises to his
name!

Extol him who rides on the
clouds:

to Yah, his name!
Rejoice before him!

5 A father of the fatherless, and a
defender of the widows,

is God in his holy habitation.
6God sets the lonely in families.
He brings out the prisoners with

singing,
but the rebellious dwell in a
sun-scorched land.

7 God, when you went out before
your people,

when you marched through
the wilderness...

Selah.
8The earth trembled.

The sky also poureddownrain
at the presence of the God of
Sinai—

at thepresenceofGod, theGod
of Israel.

9You, God, sent a plentiful rain.
You confirmed your inheri-
tance when it was weary.

10Your congregation lived therein.
You, God, prepared your good-
ness for the poor.

11The Lord announced the word.
The oneswhoproclaim it are a
great company.

12 “Kings of armies flee! They flee!”
Shewhowaits at homedivides
the plunder,

13 while you sleep among the
camp fires,

the wings of a dove sheathed
with silver,

her featherswith shining gold.
14 When the Almighty scattered

kings in her,
it snowed on Zalmon.

15 The mountains of Bashan are
majestic mountains.

The mountains of Bashan are
rugged.

16 Why do you look in envy, you
ruggedmountains,

at the mountain where God
chooses to reign?

Yes, Yahweh will dwell there
forever.

17 The chariots of God are tens of
thousands and thousands of
thousands.

The Lord is among them, from
Sinai, into the sanctuary.

18You have ascended on high.
You have led away captives.

Youhavereceivedgifts amongpeo-
ple,

yes, among the rebellious also,
that Yah God might dwell
there.

19 Blessed be the Lord, who daily
bears our burdens,

even the Godwho is our salva-
tion.

Selah.
20God is to us a God of deliverance.

To Yahweh, the Lord, belongs
escape from death.

21 But God will strike through the
head of his enemies,

the hairy scalp of such a one as
still continues in his guilti-
ness.

22 The Lord said, “I will bring you
again from Bashan,

I will bring you again from the
depths of the sea,

23 that you may crush them, dip-
ping your foot in blood,

that the tongues of your dogs
mayhave their portion from
your enemies.”

24 They have seen your proces-
sions, God,

even the processions of my
God, my King, into the sanc-
tuary.

25 The singers went before, the
minstrels followed after,

among the ladies playing with
tambourines,

26 “Bless God in the congregations,
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even the Lord in the assembly
of Israel!”

27 There is little Benjamin, their
ruler,

the princes of Judah, their
council,

the princes of Zebulun, and
the princes of Naphtali.

28 Your God has commanded your
strength.

Strengthen, God, that which
you have done for us.

29 Because of your temple at
Jerusalem,

kings shall bring presents to
you.

30 Rebuke the wild animal of the
reeds,

themultitude of the bulls with
the calves of the peoples.

Trample under foot the bars of sil-
ver.

Scatter the nations who de-
light in war.

31Princes shall come out of Egypt.
Ethiopia shall hurry to stretch
out her hands to God.

32Sing to God, you kingdoms of the
earth!

Sing praises to the Lord—
Selah—

33 to him who rides on the heaven
of heavens,which are of old;

behold, he utters his voice, a
mighty voice.

34Ascribe strength to God!
His excellency is over Israel,
his strength is in the skies.

35 You are awesome, God, in your
sanctuaries.

The God of Israel gives
strength and power to his
people.

Praise be to God!

69
For the ChiefMusician. To the tune
of “Lilies.” By David.
1 Saveme, God,

for thewaters have comeup to
my neck!

2 I sink indeepmire,where there is
no foothold.

I have come into deep waters,
where the floods overflow
me.

3 I amweary withmy crying.
My throat is dry.
My eyes fail looking for my
God.

4 Those who hate me without a
cause are more than the
hairs of my head.

Those who want to cut me off,
being my enemies wrong-
fully, are mighty.

I have to restore what I didn’t
take away.

5God, you knowmy foolishness.
My sins aren’t hidden from
you.

6 Don’t let those who wait for
you be shamed through me,
Lord Yahweh of Armies.

Don’t let those who seek you
be brought to dishonor
throughme, God of Israel.

7 Because for your sake, I have
borne reproach.

Shame has coveredmy face.
8 I have become a stranger to my

brothers,
an alien to my mother’s chil-
dren.

9 For the zeal of your house con-
sumesme.

The reproaches of those who
reproach you have fallen on
me.

10When I wept and I fasted,
that was to my reproach.

11When Imade sackclothmycloth-
ing,

I became a byword to them.
12 Those who sit in the gate talk

about me.
I am the song of the drunk-
ards.

13 But as for me, my prayer is to
you, Yahweh, in an accept-
able time.

God, in the abundance of your
loving kindness, answer me
in the truth of your salva-
tion.

14 Deliver me out of the mire, and
don’t let me sink.
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Let me be delivered from
those who hate me, and out
of the deep waters.

15 Don’t let the flood waters over-
whelmme,

neither let the deep swallow
me up.

Don’t let the pit shut its mouth
onme.

16 Answer me, Yahweh, for your
loving kindness is good.

According to the multitude of
your tendermercies, turn to
me.

17 Don’t hide your face from your
servant,

for I am in distress.
Answerme speedily!

18 Draw near to my soul and re-
deem it.

Ransomme because of my en-
emies.

19 You know my reproach, my
shame, andmy dishonor.

My adversaries are all before
you.

20 Reproach has broken my heart,
and I am full of heaviness.

I looked for some to take pity,
but there was none;

for comforters, but I found
none.

21They also gaveme poison formy
food.

In my thirst, they gave me
vinegar to drink.

22 Let their table before them be-
come a snare.

May it become a retribution
and a trap.

23 Let their eyes be darkened, so
that they can’t see.

Let their backs be continually
bent.

24 Pour out your indignation on
them.

Let the fierceness of your
anger overtake them.

25Let their habitation be desolate.
Let no one dwell in their tents.

26 For they persecute him whom
you have wounded.

They tell of the sorrowof those
whom you have hurt.

27 Charge them with crime upon
crime.

Don’t let them come into your
righteousness.

28 Let them be blotted out of the
book of life,

and not be written with the
righteous.

29But I am in pain and distress.
Let your salvation, God, pro-
tect me.

30 I will praise the name of God
with a song,

and will magnify him with
thanksgiving.

31 Itwill please Yahwehbetter than
an ox,

or a bull that has horns and
hoofs.

32Thehumblehave seen it, andare
glad.

You who seek after God, let
your heart live.

33For Yahweh hears the needy,
anddoesn’t despisehis captive
people.

34Letheavenandearthpraisehim;
the seas, and everything that
moves therein!

35For Godwill save Zion, and build
the cities of Judah.

They shall settle there, and
own it.

36The children also of his servants
shall inherit it.

Thosewho love his name shall
dwell therein.

70
For the Chief Musician. By David.
A reminder.
1Hurry, God, to deliver me.

Come quickly to help me, Yah-
weh.

2 Let them be disappointed and
confounded who seek my
soul.

Let those who desire my ruin
be turned back in disgrace.

3 Let them be turned because of
their shame

who say, “Aha! Aha!”
4Let all those who seek you rejoice

and be glad in you.
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Let those who love your salva-
tion continually say,

“Let God be exalted!”
5But I am poor and needy.

Come tome quickly, God.
You aremy help andmy deliverer.

Yahweh, don’t delay.

71
1 In you, Yahweh, I take refuge.

Never let me be disappointed.
2Deliverme in your righteousness,

and rescueme.
Turn your ear to me, and save
me.

3Be tome a rock of refuge towhich
I may always go.

Give the command to saveme,
for you are my rock and my
fortress.

4 Rescue me, my God, from the
hand of the wicked,

from the hand of the unrigh-
teous and cruel man.

5 For you are my hope, Lord Yah-
weh,

my confidence frommyyouth.
6 I have relied on you from the

womb.
You are he who took me out of
mymother’s womb.

I will always praise you.
7 I am amarvel to many,

but you aremy strong refuge.
8 My mouth shall be filled with

your praise,
with your honor all day long.

9Don’t reject me inmy old age.
Don’t forsake me when my
strength fails.

10Formy enemies talk about me.
Those who watch for my soul
conspire together,

11 saying, “God has forsaken
him.

Pursue and take him, for no
one will rescue him.”

12God, don’t be far fromme.
My God, hurry to help me.

13Letmy accusers be disappointed
and consumed.

Let them be covered with dis-
graceand scornwhowant to
harmme.

14But I will always hope,
and will add to all of your
praise.

15 My mouth will tell about your
righteousness,

and of your salvation all day,
though I don’t know its full
measure.

16 I will come with the mighty acts
of the Lord Yahweh.

I will make mention of your
righteousness, evenofyours
alone.

17 God, you have taught me from
my youth.

Until now, I have declared
your wondrous works.

18 Yes, even when I am old and
gray-haired, God, don’t for-
sakeme,

until I have declared your
strength to the next gener-
ation,

yourmight to everyonewho is
to come.

19 God, your righteousness also
reaches to the heavens.

You have done great things.
God, who is like you?

20 You, who have shown us many
and bitter troubles,

you will let me live.
You will bring us up again
from the depths of the earth.

21 Increase my honor
and comfort me again.

22 I will also praise you with the
harp for your faithfulness,
my God.

I sing praises to you with the
lyre, Holy One of Israel.

23My lips shall shout for joy!
My soul, which you have
redeemed, sings praises to
you!

24 My tongue will also talk about
your righteousness all day
long,
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for they are disappointed, and
they are confounded,

whowant to harmme.

72
By Solomon.
1God, give the king your justice;

your righteousness to the
royal son.

2 He will judge your people with
righteousness,

and your poor with justice.
3 The mountains shall bring pros-

perity to the people.
Thehills bring the fruit of righ-
teousness.

4He will judge the poor of the peo-
ple.

Hewill save the childrenof the
needy,

and will break the oppressor
in pieces.

5They shall fear you while the sun
endures;

and as long as the moon,
throughout all generations.

6 He will come down like rain on
themown grass,

as showers that water the
earth.

7 In his days, the righteous shall
flourish,

and abundance of peace, until
the moon is nomore.

8He shall have dominion also from
sea to sea,

from the River to the ends of
the earth.

9 Those who dwell in the wilder-
ness shall bow before him.

His enemies shall lick the dust.
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the

islands will bring tribute.
The kings of Sheba and Seba
shall offer gifts.

11 Yes, all kings shall fall down be-
fore him.

All nations shall serve him.
12 For he will deliver the needy

when he cries;
the poor, who has no helper.

13Hewill havepity on thepoor and
needy.

He will save the souls of the
needy.

14 He will redeem their soul from
oppression and violence.

Their bloodwill be precious in
his sight.

15Hewill live; andSheba’s goldwill
be given to him.

Menwill pray for himcontinu-
ally.

They will bless him all day
long.

16 Abundance of grain shall be
throughout the land.

Its fruit sways like Lebanon.
Let it flourish, thriving like the
grass of the field.

17His name endures forever.
His name continues as long as
the sun.

Men shall be blessed by him.
All nations will call him
blessed.

18Praisebe toYahwehGod, theGod
of Israel,

who alone does marvelous
deeds.

19Blessed behis glorious name for-
ever!

Let the whole earth be filled
with his glory!

Amen and amen.
20 This ends the prayers by

David, the son of Jesse.
BOOK 3
73

A Psalm by Asaph.
1 Surely God* is good to Israel,

to thosewho are pure in heart.
2 But as for me, my feet were al-

most gone.
My steps had nearly slipped.

3For I was envious of the arrogant,
when I saw the prosperity of
the wicked.

4For there are no struggles in their
death,

* 73:1 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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but their strength is firm.
5 They are free from burdens of

men,
neither are they plagued like
other men.

6 Therefore pride is like a chain
around their neck.

Violence covers them like a
garment.

7Their eyes bulge with fat.
Their minds pass the limits of
conceit.

8They scoff and speakwithmalice.
In arrogance, they threaten
oppression.

9 They have set their mouth in the
heavens.

Their tongue walks through
the earth.

10Therefore their people return to
them,

and they drink up waters of
abundance.

11They say, “How does God know?
Is there knowledge in theMost
High?”

12Behold, these are the wicked.
Being always at ease, they in-
crease in riches.

13 Surely I have cleansed my heart
in vain,

andwashedmyhands in inno-
cence,

14 For all day long I have been
plagued,

and punished everymorning.
15 If I had said, “I will speak thus”,

behold, I would have betrayed
the generation of your chil-
dren.

16When I tried to understand this,
it was too painful for me—

17until I entered God’s sanctuary,
and considered their latter
end.

18 Surely you set them in slippery
places.

You throw them down to de-
struction.

19 How they are suddenly de-
stroyed!

They are completely swept
away with terrors.

20As a dreamwhen one wakes up,
so, Lord,† when you awake,
you will despise their fan-
tasies.

21Formy soul was grieved.
I was embittered inmy heart.

22 I was so senseless and ignorant.
I was a brute beast before you.

23 Nevertheless, I am continually
with you.

You have heldmy right hand.
24 You will guide me with your

counsel,
and afterward receive me to
glory.

25Whom do I have in heaven?
There isnooneonearthwhom
I desire besides you.

26My flesh andmy heart fails,
but God is the strength of my
heart and my portion for-
ever.

27 For, behold, those who are far
from you shall perish.

You have destroyed all those
who are unfaithful to you.

28 But it is good for me to come
close to God.

I havemade theLordYahweh‡
my refuge,

that I may tell of all your
works.

74
A contemplation by Asaph.
1 God, why have you rejected us

forever?
Why does your anger smolder
against the sheep of your
pasture?

2 Remember your congregation,
which you purchased of old,

which you have redeemed to
be the tribe of your inheri-
tance:

Mount Zion, in which you
have lived.

† 73:20 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.” ‡ 73:28 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name,
sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other translations.
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3 Lift up your feet to the perpetual
ruins,

all the evil that the enemy has
done in the sanctuary.

4 Your adversaries have roared in
the middle of your assem-
bly.

They have set up their stan-
dards as signs.

5 They behaved like men wielding
axes,

cutting through a thicket of
trees.

6 Now they break all its carved
work down with hatchet
and hammers.

7They have burned your sanc-
tuary to the ground.

They have profaned the
dwelling place of your
Name.

8 They said in their heart, “We will
crush them completely.”

They have burned up all the
places in the land where
Godwas worshiped.

9We see nomiraculous signs.
There is no longer any
prophet,

neither is there among us any-
one who knows how long.

10How long, God, shall the adver-
sary reproach?

Shall the enemy blaspheme
your name forever?

11 Why do you draw back your
hand, even your right hand?

Take it from your chest and
consume them!

12Yet God is my King of old,
working salvation throughout
the earth.

13 You divided the sea by your
strength.

You broke the heads of the sea
monsters in the waters.

14 You broke the heads of
Leviathan in pieces.

You gave himas food to people
and desert creatures.

15 You opened up spring and
stream.

You dried upmighty rivers.
16The day is yours, the night is also

yours.
You have prepared the light
and the sun.

17 You have set all the boundaries
of the earth.

You have made summer and
winter.

18 Remember this, that the enemy
hasmocked you, Yahweh.

Foolish people have blas-
phemed your name.

19 Don’t deliver the soul of your
dove to wild beasts.

Don’t forget the life of your
poor forever.

20Honor your covenant,
for haunts of violence fill the
dark places of the earth.

21 Don’t let the oppressed return
ashamed.

Let the poor and needy praise
your name.

22 Arise, God! Plead your own
cause.

Remember how the foolish
manmocks you all day.

23 Don’t forget the voice of your
adversaries.

The tumult of those who rise
up against you ascends con-
tinually.

75
For the ChiefMusician. To the tune
of “Do Not Destroy.” A Psalm by
Asaph. A song.
1We give thanks to you, God.

Wegive thanks, for yourName
is near.

Men tell about yourwondrous
works.

2 When I choose the appointed
time,

I will judge blamelessly.
3 The earth and all its inhabitants

quake.
I firmly hold its pillars.

Selah.
4 I said to the arrogant, “Don’t

boast!”
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I said to the wicked, “Don’t lift
up the horn.

5Don’t lift up your horn on high.
Don’t speak with a stiff neck.”

6 For neither from the east, nor
from the west,

nor yet from the south, comes
exaltation.

7But God is the judge.
He puts down one, and lifts up
another.

8 For in Yahweh’s hand there is a
cup,

full of foaming wine mixed
with spices.

He pours it out.
Indeed thewicked of the earth
drink and drink it to its very
dregs.

9But I will declare this forever:
I will sing praises to the God of
Jacob.

10 I will cut off all the horns of the
wicked,

but the horns of the righteous
shall be lifted up.

76
For the Chief Musician. On
stringed instruments. A Psalm by
Asaph. A song.
1 In Judah, God is known.

His name is great in Israel.
2His tabernacle is also in Salem.

His dwelling place in Zion.
3 There he broke the flaming ar-

rows of the bow,
the shield, and the sword, and
the weapons of war.

Selah.
4Glorious are you, and excellent,

more thanmountainsof game.
5Valiant men lie plundered,

they have slept their last sleep.
None of themenofwar can lift
their hands.

6At your rebuke, God of Jacob,
bothchariot andhorsearecast
into a dead sleep.

7You, even you, are to be feared.

Who can stand in your sight
when you are angry?

8 You pronounced judgment from
heaven.

The earth feared, and was
silent,

9whenGod arose to judgment,
to save all the afflicted ones of
the earth.

Selah.
10 Surely the wrath of man praises

you.
The survivors of your wrath
are restrained.

11Make vows to Yahweh your God,
and fulfill them!

Let all of his neighbors bring
presents to him who is to be
feared.

12 He will cut off the spirit of
princes.

He is feared by the kings of the
earth.

77
For the Chief Musician. To Je-
duthun. A Psalm by Asaph.
1My cry goes to God!

Indeed, I cry to God for help,
and for him to listen to me.

2 In the day of my trouble I sought
the Lord.

My hand was stretched out
in the night, and didn’t get
tired.

My soul refused to be com-
forted.

3 I remember God, and I groan.
I complain, and my spirit is
overwhelmed.

Selah.
4You holdmy eyelids open.

I am so troubled that I can’t
speak.

5 I have considered the days of old,
the years of ancient times.

6 I remembermy song in the night.
I consider inmy own heart;
my spirit diligently inquires:

7 “Will the Lord reject us forever?
Will he be favorable nomore?



Psalms 77:8 375 Psalms 78:13

8Has his loving kindness vanished
forever?

Does his promise fail for gen-
erations?

9Has God forgotten to be gracious?
Has he, in anger, withheld his
compassion?”

Selah.
10 Then I thought, “I will appeal to

this:
the years of the right hand of
theMost High.”

11 I will remember Yah’s deeds;
for I will remember yourwon-
ders of old.

12 I will also meditate on all your
work,

and consider your doings.
13 Your way, God, is in the sanctu-

ary.
What god is great like God?

14 You are the God who does won-
ders.

You have made your strength
known among the peoples.

15You have redeemed your people
with your arm,

the sons of Jacob and Joseph.
Selah.

16The waters saw you, God.
The waters saw you, and they
writhed.

The depths also convulsed.
17The clouds poured out water.

The skies resounded with
thunder.

Your arrows also flashed
around.

18The voice of your thunderwas in
the whirlwind.

The lightnings lit up theworld.
Theearth trembledand shook.

19Your way was through the sea,
your paths through the great
waters.

Your footsteps were not
known.

20You led your people like a flock,
by the hand of Moses and
Aaron.

78
A contemplation by Asaph.
1Hearmy teaching, my people.

Turn your ears to thewords of
mymouth.

2 Iwill openmymouth inaparable.
I will utter dark sayings of old,

3whichwehaveheard andknown,
and our fathers have told us.

4We will not hide them from their
children,

telling to the generation to
come the praises of Yahweh,

his strength, and his won-
drous deeds that he has
done.

5 For he established a covenant in
Jacob,

and appointed a teaching in
Israel,

which he commanded our fa-
thers,

that they should make them
known to their children;

6 that the generation to comemight
know, even the children
who should be born;

who should arise and tell their
children,

7 that they might set their hope in
God,

and not forget God’s deeds,
but keep his commandments,

8 and might not be as their fathers
—

a stubborn and rebellious gen-
eration,

a generation that didn’t make
their hearts loyal,

whose spirit was not steadfast
with God.

9 The children of Ephraim, being
armed and carrying bows,

turned back in the day of bat-
tle.

10Theydidn’t keepGod’s covenant,
and refused to walk in his law.

11They forgot his doings,
his wondrous deeds that he
had shown them.

12 He did marvelous things in the
sight of their fathers,

in the landofEgypt, in thefield
of Zoan.

13Hesplit the sea, and caused them
to pass through.
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Hemade the waters stand as a
heap.

14 In the daytime he also led them
with a cloud,

and all night with a light of
fire.

15He split rocks in the wilderness,
and gave them drink abun-
dantly as out of the depths.

16 He brought streams also out of
the rock,

and caused waters to run
down like rivers.

17 Yet they still went on to sin
against him,

to rebel against the Most High
in the desert.

18They tempted God in their heart
by asking food according to
their desire.

19Yes, they spoke against God.
They said, “Can God prepare a
table in the wilderness?

20 Behold, he struck the rock, so
that waters gushed out,

and streams overflowed.
Can he give bread also?

Will he provide meat for his
people?”

21 Therefore Yahweh heard, and
was angry.

A fire was kindled against Ja-
cob,

anger also went up against Is-
rael,

22 because they didn’t believe in
God,

and didn’t trust in his salva-
tion.

23 Yet he commanded the skies
above,

and opened the doors of
heaven.

24He rained downmanna on them
to eat,

and gave them food from the
sky.

25Man ate the bread of angels.
He sent them food to the full.

26He caused the east wind to blow
in the sky.

By his power he guided the
south wind.

27He also rained meat on them as
the dust,

wingedbirds as the sandof the
seas.

28He let them fall in the middle of
their camp,

around their habitations.
29 So they ate, and were well filled.

He gave them their own de-
sire.

30They didn’t turn from their crav-
ings.

Their food was yet in their
mouths,

31when the anger of Godwent
up against them,

killed some of their strongest,
and struck down the young
men of Israel.

32For all this they still sinned,
and didn’t believe in his won-
drous works.

33 Therefore he consumed their
days in vanity,

and their years in terror.
34When he killed them, then they

inquired after him.
They returned and sought God
earnestly.

35 They remembered that God was
their rock,

the Most High God, their re-
deemer.

36But they flattered himwith their
mouth,

and lied to him with their
tongue.

37For theirheartwasnot rightwith
him,

neither were they faithful in
his covenant.

38 But he, being merciful, forgave
iniquity, and didn’t destroy
them.

Yes, many times he turned his
anger away,

and didn’t stir up all hiswrath.
39He remembered that they were

but flesh,
a wind that passes away, and
doesn’t come again.

40How often they rebelled against
him in the wilderness,

and grieved him in the desert!
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41 They turned again and tempted
God,

and provoked the Holy One of
Israel.

42They didn’t remember his hand,
nor the day when he re-
deemed them from the
adversary;

43how he set his signs in Egypt,
his wonders in the field of
Zoan,

44he turned their rivers into blood,
and their streams, so that they
could not drink.

45He sent among them swarms of
flies, which devoured them;

and frogs, which destroyed
them.

46Healso gave their increase to the
caterpillar,

and their labor to the locust.
47 He destroyed their vines with

hail,
their sycamore fig trees with
frost.

48He also gave over their livestock
to the hail,

and their flocks to hot thun-
derbolts.

49He threw on them the fierceness
of his anger,

wrath, indignation, and trou-
ble,

and a band of angels of evil.
50Hemade a path for his anger.

Hedidn’t spare their soul from
death,

but gave their life over to the
pestilence,

51 and struck all the firstborn in
Egypt,

the chief of their strength in
the tents of Ham.

52Buthe ledouthisownpeople like
sheep,

andguided them in thewilder-
ness like a flock.

53 He led them safely, so that they
weren’t afraid,

but the sea overwhelmed their
enemies.

54Hebrought them to theborder of
his sanctuary,

to this mountain, which his
right hand had taken.

55 He also drove out the nations
before them,

allotted them for an inheri-
tance by line,

andmade the tribes of Israel to
dwell in their tents.

56 Yet they tempted and rebelled
against the Most High God,

and didn’t keep his testi-
monies,

57 but turned back, and dealt
treacherously like their
fathers.

They were twisted like a de-
ceitful bow.

58 For they provoked him to anger
with their high places,

and moved him to jealousy
with their engraved images.

59 When God heard this, he was
angry,

and greatly abhorred Israel,
60 so that he abandoned the tent of

Shiloh,
the tent which he placed
amongmen,

61 and delivered his strength into
captivity,

his glory into the adversary’s
hand.

62 He also gave his people over to
the sword,

and was angry with his inher-
itance.

63Fire devoured their youngmen.
Their virgins had no wedding
song.

64Their priests fell by the sword,
and their widows couldn’t
weep.

65 Then the Lord awakened as one
out of sleep,

like a mighty man who shouts
by reason of wine.

66 He struck his adversaries back-
ward.

He put them to a perpetual re-
proach.

67Moreover he rejected the tent of
Joseph,

and didn’t choose the tribe of
Ephraim,
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68But chose the tribe of Judah,
Mount Zion which he loved.

69 He built his sanctuary like the
heights,

like the earth which he has es-
tablished forever.

70He also chose David his servant,
and took him from the sheep-
folds;

71 from following the ewes that
have their young,

he brought him to be the shep-
herd of Jacob, his people,

and Israel, his inheritance.
72 So he was their shepherd ac-

cording to the integrity of
his heart,

and guided them by the skill-
fulness of his hands.

79
A Psalm by Asaph.
1 God, the nations have come into

your inheritance.
They have defiled your holy
temple.

They have laid Jerusalem in
heaps.

2 They have given the dead bodies
of your servants to be food
for the birds of the sky,

the flesh of your saints to the
animals of the earth.

3 They have shed their blood like
water around Jerusalem.

There was no one to bury
them.

4 We have become a reproach to
our neighbors,

a scoffing and derision to
those who are around us.

5How long, Yahweh?
Will you be angry forever?
Will your jealousy burn like
fire?

6 Pour out your wrath on the na-
tions that don’t know you,

on thekingdoms that don’t call
on your name,

7 for they have devoured Jacob,
and destroyed his homeland.

8 Don’t hold the iniquities of our
forefathers against us.

Let your tender mercies
speedily meet us,

for we are in desperate need.
9Help us, God of our salvation, for

the glory of your name.
Deliver us, and forgive our
sins, for your name’s sake.

10 Why should the nations say,
“Where is their God?”

Let it be known among the na-
tions, before our eyes,

that vengeance for your ser-
vants’ blood is being poured
out.

11 Let the sighing of the prisoner
come before you.

According to the greatness of
your power, preserve those
who are sentenced to death.

12Pay back to our neighbors seven
times into their bosom

their reproach with which
they have reproached you,
Lord.

13 So we, your people and sheep of
your pasture,

will give you thanks forever.
We will praise you forever, to
all generations.

80
For the ChiefMusician. To the tune
of “The Lilies of the Covenant.” A
Psalm by Asaph.
1Hear us, Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead Joseph like a
flock,

you who sit above the cheru-
bim, shine out.

2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and
Manasseh, stir up your
might!

Come to save us!
3Turn us again, God.

Cause your face to shine,
and wewill be saved.

4Yahweh God of Armies,
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how long will you be angry
against the prayer of your
people?

5You have fed themwith the bread
of tears,

and given them tears to drink
in large measure.

6 You make us a source of con-
tention to our neighbors.

Our enemies laugh among
themselves.

7Turn us again, God of Armies.
Cause your face to shine,
and wewill be saved.

8You brought a vine out of Egypt.
You drove out the nations, and
planted it.

9You cleared the ground for it.
It took deep root, and filled the
land.

10 The mountains were covered
with its shadow.

Its boughs were like God’s
cedars.

11 It sent out its branches to the sea,
its shoots to the River.

12Why have you broken down its
walls,

so that all those who pass by
the way pluck it?

13Theboarout of thewoodravages
it.

The wild animals of the field
feed on it.

14 Turn again, we beg you, God of
Armies.

Look down from heaven, and
see, and visit this vine,

15 the stock which your right hand
planted,

the branch that you made
strong for yourself.

16 It’s burned with fire.
It’s cut down.
They perish at your rebuke.

17 Let your hand be on the man of
your right hand,

on the son of man whom you
made strong for yourself.

18 So we will not turn away from
you.

Revive us, and we will call on
your name.

19 Turn us again, Yahweh God of
Armies.

Cause your face to shine, and
wewill be saved.

81
For the Chief Musician. On an in-
strument of Gath. By Asaph.
1 Sing aloud to God, our strength!

Make a joyful shout to the God
of Jacob!

2 Raise a song, and bring here the
tambourine,

the pleasant lyre with the
harp.

3 Blow the trumpet at the New
Moon,

at the full moon, on our feast
day.

4For it is a statute for Israel,
an ordinance of the God of Ja-
cob.

5 He appointed it in Joseph for a
covenant,

when he went out over the
land of Egypt,

I heard a language that I didn’t
know.

6 “I removed his shoulder from the
burden.

His handswere freed from the
basket.

7You called in trouble, and I deliv-
ered you.

I answered you in the secret
place of thunder.

I tested you at the waters of
Meribah.”

Selah.
8“Hear,mypeople, and Iwill testify

to you,
Israel, if you would listen to
me!

9 There shall be no strange god in
you,

neither shall you worship any
foreign god.

10 I am Yahweh, your God,
who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt.

Open your mouth wide, and I
will fill it.
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11Butmypeople didn’t listen tomy
voice.

Israel desired none of me.
12 So I let them go after the stub-

bornness of their hearts,
that they might walk in their
own counsels.

13 Oh that my people would listen
to me,

that Israel would walk in my
ways!

14 I would soon subdue their ene-
mies,

and turn my hand against
their adversaries.

15 The haters of Yahweh would
cringe before him,

and their punishment would
last forever.

16But hewould have also fed them
with the finest of the wheat.

I will satisfy you with honey
out of the rock.”

82
A Psalm by Asaph.
1 God presides in the great assem-

bly.
He judges among the gods.

2 “How long will you judge un-
justly,

and show partiality to the
wicked?”

Selah.
3 “Defend the weak, the poor, and

the fatherless.
Maintain the rights of the poor
and oppressed.

4Rescue the weak and needy.
Deliver them out of the hand
of the wicked.”

5 They don’t know, neither do they
understand.

They walk back and forth in
darkness.

All the foundations of the
earth are shaken.

6 I said, “You are gods,
all of you are sons of the Most
High.

7 Nevertheless you shall die like
men,

and fall like one of the rulers.”
8Arise, God, judge the earth,

for you inherit all of the na-
tions.

83
A song. A Psalm by Asaph.
1God, don’t keep silent.

Don’t keep silent,
and don’t be still, God.

2 For, behold, your enemies are
stirred up.

Those who hate you have
lifted up their heads.

3 They conspire with cunning
against your people.

They plot against your cher-
ished ones.

4 “Come,” they say, “let’s destroy
them as a nation,

that the name of Israel may be
remembered nomore.”

5 For they have conspired together
with onemind.

They form an alliance against
you.

6 The tents of Edom and the Ish-
maelites;

Moab, and the Hagrites;
7Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek;

Philistia with the inhabitants
of Tyre;

8Assyria also is joined with them.
They have helped the children
of Lot.

Selah.
9Do to them as you did to Midian,

as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the
river Kishon;

10who perished at Endor,
who became as dung for the
earth.

11Make their nobles like Oreb and
Zeeb,

yes, all theirprinces likeZebah
and Zalmunna,

12who said, “Let’s take posses-
sion of God’s pasture lands.”

13MyGod, make them like tumble-
weed,

like chaff before the wind.
14As the fire that burns the forest,

as the flame that sets the
mountains on fire,

15 so pursue them with your
tempest,
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and terrify them with your
storm.

16Fill their faces with confusion,
that theymay seek your name,
Yahweh.

17 Let them be disappointed and
dismayed forever.

Yes, let them be confounded
and perish;

18 that they may know that you
alone, whose name is Yah-
weh,

are the Most High over all the
earth.

84
For the Chief Musician. On an in-
strument of Gath. A Psalm by the
sons of Korah.
1How lovely are your dwellings,

Yahweh of Armies!
2My soul longs, and even faints for

the courts of Yahweh.
My heart and my flesh cry out
for the living God.

3 Yes, the sparrow has found a
home,

and the swallowanest for her-
self, where she may have
her young,

near your altars, Yahweh of
Armies, my King, and my
God.

4 Blessed are those who dwell in
your house.

They are always praising you.
Selah.

5Blessed are those whose strength
is in you,

who have set their hearts on a
pilgrimage.

6 Passing through the valley of
Weeping, they make it a
place of springs.

Yes, the autumn rain covers it
with blessings.

7Theygo fromstrength to strength.
Every one of them appears be-
fore God in Zion.

8 Yahweh, God of Armies, hear my
prayer.

Listen, God of Jacob.
Selah.

9Behold, God our shield,

look at the face of your
anointed.

10For a day in your courts is better
than a thousand.

I would rather be a door-
keeper in the house of my
God,

than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness.

11 For Yahweh God is a sun and a
shield.

Yahweh will give grace and
glory.

He withholds no good thing
from thosewhowalkblame-
lessly.

12Yahweh of Armies,
blessed is the man who trusts
in you.

85
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
the sons of Korah.
1Yahweh, youhavebeen favorable

to your land.
Youhaverestored the fortunes
of Jacob.

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of
your people.

You have covered all their sin.
Selah.

3 You have taken away all your
wrath.

You have turned from the
fierceness of your anger.

4Turn us, God of our salvation,
and cause your indignation to-
ward us to cease.

5 Will you be angry with us for-
ever?

Will you draw out your anger
to all generations?

6Won’t you revive us again,
that your people may rejoice
in you?

7 Show us your loving kindness,
Yahweh.

Grant us your salvation.
8 Iwill hearwhatGod, Yahweh,will

speak,
for he will speak peace to his
people, his saints;

but let them not turn again to
folly.
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9 Surely his salvation is near those
who fear him,

that glory may dwell in our
land.

10Mercy and truthmeet together.
Righteousness and peace have
kissed each other.

11Truth springs out of the earth.
Righteousness has looked
down from heaven.

12Yes, Yahwehwill give that which
is good.

Our landwill yield its increase.
13Righteousness goes before him,

and prepares the way for his
steps.

86
A Prayer by David.
1Hear, Yahweh, and answerme,

for I am poor and needy.
2Preservemy soul, for I am godly.

You, my God, save your ser-
vant who trusts in you.

3Bemerciful to me, Lord,
for I call to you all day long.

4 Bring joy to the soul of your ser-
vant,

for to you, Lord, do I lift upmy
soul.

5 For you, Lord, are good, and
ready to forgive,

abundant in loving kindness
to all those who call on you.

6Hear, Yahweh, my prayer.
Listen to the voice of my peti-
tions.

7 In the day ofmy trouble I will call
on you,

for you will answerme.
8 There is no one like you among

the gods, Lord,
nor any deeds like your deeds.

9 All nations you have made will
come and worship before
you, Lord.

They shall glorify your name.
10 For you are great, and do won-

drous things.
You are God alone.

11Teachme your way, Yahweh.

I will walk in your truth.
Make my heart undivided to
fear your name.

12 I will praise you, Lord my God,
withmywhole heart.

I will glorify your name for-
ever more.

13For your loving kindness is great
towardme.

You have delivered my soul
from the lowest Sheol.*

14 God, the proud have risen up
against me.

A company of violent men
have sought after my soul,

and they don’t hold regard for
you before them.

15But you, Lord, are amerciful and
gracious God,

slow to anger, and abundant
in loving kindness and
truth.

16 Turn to me, and have mercy on
me!

Give your strength to your ser-
vant.

Save the son of your servant.
17 Show me a sign of your good-

ness,
that those who hate me may
see it, and be shamed,

because you, Yahweh, have
helped me, and comforted
me.

87
A Psalm by the sons of Korah; a
Song.
1 His foundation is in the holy

mountains.
2 Yahweh loves the gates of
Zion more than all the
dwellings of Jacob.

3Glorious things are spoken about
you, city of God.

Selah.
4 I will record Rahab* and Babylon

among those who acknowl-
edgeme.

Behold, Philistia, Tyre, and
also Ethiopia:

* 86:13 Sheol is the place of the dead. * 87:4 Rahab is a reference to Egypt.
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“This one was born there.”
5 Yes, of Zion it will be said, “This

one and that one was born
in her;”

the Most High himself will es-
tablish her.

6 Yahweh will count, when he
writes up the peoples,

“This one was born there.”
Selah.

7 Those who sing as well as those
who dance say,

“All my springs are in you.”

88
A Song. A Psalm by the sons of
Korah. For the Chief Musician. To
the tune of “The Suffering of Afflic-
tion.” A contemplation by Heman,
the Ezrahite.
1Yahweh, the God of my salvation,

I have cried day and night be-
fore you.

2 Let my prayer enter into your
presence.

Turn your ear to my cry.
3Formy soul is full of troubles.

My life draws near to Sheol.*
4 I amcountedamong thosewhogo

down into the pit.
I am like a man who has no
help,

5 set apart among the dead,
like the slain who lie in the
grave,

whom you remember no
more.

They are cut off from your
hand.

6Youhave laidme in the lowest pit,
in the darkest depths.

7Your wrath lies heavily onme.
You have afflicted me with all
your waves.

Selah.
8 You have taken my friends from

me.
You have made me an abomi-
nation to them.

I am confined, and I can’t es-
cape.

9My eyes are dim from grief.

I have called on you daily, Yah-
weh.

I have spread out my hands to
you.

10 Do you show wonders to the
dead?

Do the departed spirits rise up
and praise you?

Selah.
11 Is your loving kindness declared

in the grave?
Or your faithfulness in De-
struction?

12Are your wonders made known
in the dark?

Or your righteousness in the
land of forgetfulness?

13But to you, Yahweh, I have cried.
In the morning, my prayer
comes before you.

14 Yahweh, why do you reject my
soul?

Why do you hide your face
fromme?

15 I am afflicted and ready to die
frommy youth up.

While I suffer your terrors, I
am distracted.

16 Your fierce wrath has gone over
me.

Your terrors have cut me off.
17They camearoundme likewater

all day long.
They completely engulfedme.

18Youhaveput lover and friend far
fromme,

andmy friends into darkness.

89
A contemplation by Ethan, the
Ezrahite.
1 I will sing of the loving kindness

of Yahweh forever.
With my mouth, I will make
known your faithfulness to
all generations.

2 I indeed declare, “Love stands
firm forever.

You established the heavens.
Your faithfulness is in them.”

3 “I havemade a covenant withmy
chosen one,

* 88:3 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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I have sworn to David, my ser-
vant,

4 ‘Iwill establishyouroffspring for-
ever,

and build up your throne to all
generations.’ ”

Selah.
5 The heavens will praise your

wonders, Yahweh,
your faithfulness also in the
assembly of the holy ones.

6 For who in the skies can be com-
pared to Yahweh?

Who among the sons of the
heavenly beings is like Yah-
weh,

7 a very awesome God in the coun-
cil of the holy ones,

to be feared above all those
who are around him?

8 Yahweh, God of Armies, who is a
mighty one, like you?

Yah, your faithfulness is
around you.

9You rule the pride of the sea.
When its waves rise up, you
calm them.

10 You have broken Rahab in
pieces, like one of the slain.

You have scattered your ene-
mies with yourmighty arm.

11The heavens are yours.
The earth also is yours,
the world and its fullness.
You have founded them.

12 You have created the north and
the south.

Tabor and Hermon rejoice in
your name.

13You have amighty arm.
Your hand is strong, and your
right hand is exalted.

14 Righteousness and justice are
the foundation of your
throne.

Loving kindness and truth go
before your face.

15Blessed are thepeoplewho learn
to acclaim you.

They walk in the light of your
presence, Yahweh.

16 Inyourname they rejoice all day.

In your righteousness, they
are exalted.

17 For you are the glory of their
strength.

In your favor, our horn will be
exalted.

18 For our shield belongs to Yah-
weh,

our king to the Holy One of
Israel.

19Then you spoke in vision to your
saints,

and said, “I have given
strength to the warrior.

I have exalted a young man
from the people.

20 I have found David, my servant.
I have anointed him with my
holy oil,

21 with whom my hand shall be
established.

My arm will also strengthen
him.

22No enemywill tax him.
No wicked man will oppress
him.

23 I will beat down his adversaries
before him,

and strike thosewhohate him.
24 But my faithfulness and my lov-

ing kindness will be with
him.

In my name, his horn will be
exalted.

25 Iwill set his hand also on the sea,
and his right hand on the
rivers.

26 He will call to me, ‘You are my
Father,

my God, and the rock of my
salvation!’

27 I will also appoint him my first-
born,

the highest of the kings of the
earth.

28 I will keep my loving kindness
for him forever more.

My covenant will stand firm
with him.

29 I will also make his offspring en-
dure forever,

and his throne as the days of
heaven.
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30 If his children forsakemy law,
and don’t walk in my ordi-
nances;

31 if they breakmy statutes,
and don’t keep my command-
ments;

32 then I will punish their sin with
the rod,

and their iniquitywith stripes.
33But Iwill not completely takemy

loving kindness from him,
nor allow my faithfulness to
fail.

34 I will not breakmy covenant,
nor alter what my lips have
uttered.

35 Once I have sworn by my holi-
ness,

I will not lie to David.
36 His offspring will endure for-

ever,
his throne like the sun before
me.

37 It will be established forever like
themoon,

the faithfulwitness in the sky.”
Selah.

38 But you have rejected and
spurned.

You have been angry with
your anointed.

39 You have renounced the
covenant of your servant.

You have defiled his crown in
the dust.

40 You have broken down all his
hedges.

You have brought his
strongholds to ruin.

41Allwho pass by theway rob him.
He has become a reproach to his

neighbors.
42 You have exalted the right hand

of his adversaries.
You have made all of his ene-
mies rejoice.

43Yes, you turnback the edge of his
sword,

and haven’t supported him in
battle.

44You have ended his splendor,

and thrown his throne down
to the ground.

45 You have shortened the days of
his youth.

You have covered him with
shame.

Selah.
46How long, Yahweh?

Will you hide yourself for-
ever?

Will yourwrath burn like fire?
47Rememberhowshortmy time is,

for what vanity you have cre-
ated all the children ofmen!

48 What man is he who shall live
and not see death,

who shall deliverhis soul from
the power of Sheol?*

Selah.
49Lord,whereareyour former lov-

ing kindnesses,
which you swore to David in
your faithfulness?

50 Remember, Lord, the reproach
of your servants,

how I bear in my heart the
taunts of all the mighty peo-
ples,

51 With which your enemies have
mocked, Yahweh,

with which they have mocked
the footsteps of your
anointed one.

52 Blessed be Yahweh forever
more.

Amen, and Amen.
BOOK 4
90

A Prayer by Moses, the man of
God.*
1 Lord,† you have been our

dwelling place for all gen-
erations.

2 Before the mountains were
born,

before you had formed the
earth and the world,

even from everlasting to ever-
lasting, you are God.

* 89:48 Sheol is the place of the dead. * 90: The Hebrew word rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑
(Elohim). † 90:1 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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3You turn man to destruction, say-
ing,

“Return, you childrenofmen.”
4For a thousandyears in your sight

are just like yesterday when
it is past,

like a watch in the night.
5 You sweep them away as they

sleep.
In the morning they sprout
like new grass.

6 In the morning it sprouts and
springs up.

By evening, it is withered and
dry.

7 For we are consumed in your
anger.

We are troubled in your
wrath.

8You have set our iniquities before
you,

our secret sins in the light of
your presence.

9For all ourdayshavepassedaway
in your wrath.

We bring our years to an end
as a sigh.

10 The days of our years are sev-
enty,

or even by reason of strength
eighty years;

yet their pride is but labor and
sorrow,

for it passes quickly, and we
fly away.

11 Who knows the power of your
anger,

your wrath according to the
fear that is due to you?

12 So teach us to count our days,
that we may gain a heart of
wisdom.

13Relent, Yahweh!‡
How long?
Have compassion on your ser-
vants!

14 Satisfy us in the morning with
your loving kindness,

that we may rejoice and be
glad all our days.

15Makeus glad for asmanydays as
you have afflicted us,

for as many years as we have
seen evil.

16 Let your work appear to your
servants,

your glory to their children.
17Let the favor of the Lord our God

be on us.
Establish the work of our
hands for us.

Yes, establish the work of our
hands.

91
1Hewho dwells in the secret place

of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the
Almighty.

2 I will say of Yahweh, “He is my
refuge andmy fortress;

my God, in whom I trust.”
3 For he will deliver you from the

snare of the fowler,
and from the deadly pesti-
lence.

4He will cover you with his feath-
ers.

Under his wings you will take
refuge.

His faithfulness is your shield
and rampart.

5 You shall not be afraid of the ter-
ror by night,

nor of the arrow that flies by
day,

6 nor of the pestilence that
walks in darkness,

nor of the destruction that
wastes at noonday.

7A thousandmay fall at your side,
and ten thousand at your right
hand;

but it will not come near you.
8Youwill only lookwith your eyes,

and see the recompense of the
wicked.

9 Because you have made Yahweh
your refuge,

and the Most High your
dwelling place,

10no evil shall happen to you,
‡ 90:13 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other
translations.



Psalms 91:11 387 Psalms 93:4

neither shall any plague come
near your dwelling.

11 For he will put his angels in
charge of you,

to guard you in all your ways.
12 They will bear you up in their

hands,
so that you won’t dash your
foot against a stone.

13 You will tread on the lion and
cobra.

You will trample the young
lion and the serpent under-
foot.

14 “Because he has set his love on
me, therefore I will deliver
him.

I will set him on high, because
he has knownmy name.

15 He will call on me, and I will
answer him.

I will be with him in trouble.
I will deliver him, and honor
him.

16 I will satisfy himwith long life,
and show himmy salvation.”

92
A Psalm. A song for the Sabbath
day.
1 It is a good thing to give thanks to

Yahweh,
to sing praises to your name,
Most High,

2 to proclaim your loving kindness
in themorning,

and your faithfulness every
night,

3 with the ten-stringed lute, with
the harp,

and with the melody of the
lyre.

4 For you, Yahweh, have made me
glad through your work.

I will triumph in the works of
your hands.

5 How great are your works, Yah-
weh!

Your thoughts are very deep.
6A senseless man doesn’t know,

neitherdoes a fool understand
this:

7 though the wicked spring up as
the grass,

and all the evildoers flourish,
they will be destroyed forever.

8But you, Yahweh, are on high for-
ever more.

9 For behold, your enemies, Yah-
weh,

for behold, your enemies shall
perish.

All the evildoers will be scat-
tered.

10 But you have exalted my horn
like that of the wild ox.

I am anointed with fresh oil.
11 My eye has also seen my ene-

mies.
My ears have heard of the
wicked enemieswho rise up
against me.

12 The righteous shall flourish like
the palm tree.

He will grow like a cedar in
Lebanon.

13 They are planted in Yahweh’s
house.

They will flourish in our God’s
courts.

14 They will still produce fruit in
old age.

They will be full of sap and
green,

15 to show that Yahweh is up-
right.

He is my rock,
and there is no unrighteous-
ness in him.

93
1Yahweh reigns!

He is clothed withmajesty!
Yahweh is armed with
strength.

The world also is established.
It can’t be moved.

2 Your throne is established from
long ago.

You are from everlasting.
3 The floods have lifted up, Yah-

weh,
the floods have lifted up their
voice.

The floods lift up their waves.
4Above the voices of manywaters,
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themighty breakers of the sea,
Yahweh on high is mighty.

5Your statutes stand firm.
Holiness adorns your house,
Yahweh, forever more.

94
1 Yahweh, you God to whom

vengeance belongs,
you God to whom vengeance
belongs, shine out.

2Rise up, you judge of the earth.
Pay back the proud what they
deserve.

3 Yahweh, how long will the
wicked,

how long will the wicked tri-
umph?

4They pour out arrogant words.
All the evildoers boast.

5They break your people in pieces,
Yahweh,

and afflict your heritage.
6They kill thewidowand the alien,

andmurder the fatherless.
7They say, “Yah will not see,

neither will Jacob’s God con-
sider.”

8 Consider, you senseless among
the people;

you fools, when will you be
wise?

9He who implanted the ear, won’t
he hear?

He who formed the eye, won’t
he see?

10 He who disciplines the nations,
won’t he punish?

He who teaches man knows.
11 Yahweh knows the thoughts of

man,
that they are futile.

12 Blessed is the man whom you
discipline, Yah,

and teach out of your law,
13 that you may give him rest from

the days of adversity,
until the pit is dug for the
wicked.

14For Yahwehwon’t reject his peo-
ple,

neither will he forsake his in-
heritance.

15For judgmentwill return to righ-
teousness.

All the upright in heart shall
follow it.

16Who will rise up for me against
the wicked?

Who will stand up for me
against the evildoers?

17 Unless Yahweh had been my
help,

my soulwouldhave soon lived
in silence.

18 When I said, “My foot is slip-
ping!”

Your lovingkindness, Yahweh,
held me up.

19 In the multitude of my thoughts
withinme,

your comforts delightmy soul.
20 Shall the throne of wickedness

have fellowship with you,
which brings about mischief
by statute?

21They gather themselves together
against the soul of the righ-
teous,

and condemn the innocent
blood.

22 But Yahweh has been my high
tower,

myGod, the rock ofmy refuge.
23 He has brought on them their

own iniquity,
and will cut them off in their
ownwickedness.

Yahweh, our God, will cut
them off.

95
1Oh come, let’s sing to Yahweh.

Let’s shout aloud to the rock of
our salvation!

2 Let’s come before his presence
with thanksgiving.

Let’s extol himwith songs!
3For Yahweh is a great God,

a great King above all gods.
4 In his hand are the deep places of

the earth.
The heights of the mountains
are also his.

5The sea is his, and hemade it.
His hands formed the dry
land.
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6 Oh come, let’s worship and bow
down.

Let’s kneel beforeYahweh, our
Maker,

7 for he is our God.
We are the people of his pasture,

and the sheep in his care.
Today, oh that you would hear his

voice!
8 Don’t harden your heart, as
at Meribah,

as in the day of Massah in the
wilderness,

9when your fathers temptedme,
testedme, and sawmywork.

10 Forty long years I was grieved
with that generation,

and said, “They are a people
who err in their heart.

They have not known my
ways.”

11Therefore I swore inmywrath,
“They won’t enter into my
rest.”

96
1 Sing to Yahweh a new song!

Sing to Yahweh, all the earth.
2 Sing to Yahweh!

Bless his name!
Proclaim his salvation from
day to day!

3 Declare his glory among the na-
tions,

his marvelous works among
all the peoples.

4 For Yahweh is great, and greatly
to be praised!

He is to be feared above all
gods.

5For all the gods of the peoples are
idols,

but Yahweh made the heav-
ens.

6 Honor and majesty are before
him.

Strength and beauty are in his
sanctuary.

7 Ascribe to Yahweh, you families
of nations,

ascribe to Yahweh glory and
strength.

8 Ascribe to Yahweh the glory due
to his name.

Bring an offering, and come
into his courts.

9Worship Yahweh in holy array.
Tremble before him, all the
earth.

10Say among the nations, “Yahweh
reigns.”

The world is also established.
It can’t be moved.
He will judge the peoples with
equity.

11 Let the heavens be glad, and let
the earth rejoice.

Let the sea roar, and its full-
ness!

12Let the field and all that is in
it exult!

Then all the trees of thewoods
shall sing for joy

13 before Yahweh; for he
comes,

for he comes to judge the
earth.

He will judge the world with righ-
teousness,

the peoples with his truth.

97
1Yahweh reigns!

Let the earth rejoice!
Let themultitude of islands be
glad!

2 Clouds and darkness are around
him.

Righteousness and justice are
the foundationofhis throne.

3A fire goes before him,
and burns up his adversaries
on every side.

4His lightning lights up the world.
The earth sees, and trembles.

5 The mountains melt like wax at
the presence of Yahweh,

at the presence of the Lord of
the whole earth.

6 The heavens declare his righ-
teousness.

All the peoples have seen his
glory.

7Let all thembe shamedwho serve
engraved images,

who boast in their idols.
* 97:7 LXX reads “angels” instead of “gods”.
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Worship him, all you gods!*
8Zion heard andwas glad.

The daughters of Judah re-
joiced

because of your judgments,
Yahweh.

9 For you, Yahweh, are most high
above all the earth.

You are exalted far above all
gods.

10Youwho love Yahweh, hate evil!
He preserves the souls of his
saints.

He delivers them out of the
hand of the wicked.

11Light is sown for the righteous,
and gladness for theupright in
heart.

12Beglad inYahweh, yourighteous
people!

Give thanks to his holy Name.

98
A Psalm.
1 Sing to Yahweh a new song,

for he has done marvelous
things!

His right hand and his holy
arm have worked salvation
for him.

2Yahweh has made known his sal-
vation.

He has openly shown his righ-
teousness in the sight of the
nations.

3 He has remembered his loving
kindness and his faithful-
ness toward the house of Is-
rael.

All the ends of the earth have
seen the salvation of our
God.

4Make a joyful noise to Yahweh, all
the earth!

Burst out and sing for joy, yes,
sing praises!

5 Sing praises to Yahweh with the
harp,

with the harp and the voice of
melody.

6 With trumpets and sound of the
ram’s horn,

make a joyful noise before the
King, Yahweh.

7Let the sea roar with its fullness;

the world, and those who
dwell therein.

8Let the rivers clap their hands.
Let the mountains sing for joy
together.

9Let them sing before Yahweh,
for he comes to judge the
earth.

He will judge the world with righ-
teousness,

and the peoples with equity.

99
1 Yahweh reigns! Let the peoples

tremble.
He sits enthroned among the
cherubim.

Let the earth bemoved.
2Yahweh is great in Zion.

He is high above all the peo-
ples.

3 Let them praise your great and
awesome name.

He is Holy!

4The King’s strength also loves jus-
tice.

You establish equity.
You execute justice and righ-
teousness in Jacob.

5Exalt Yahweh our God.
Worship at his footstool.
He is Holy!

6Moses andAaronwere amonghis
priests,

Samuel was among those who
call on his name.

They calledonYahweh, andhe
answered them.

7He spoke to them in the pillar of
cloud.

They kept his testimonies,
the statute that he gave them.

8 You answered them, Yahweh our
God.

You are a God who forgave
them,

although you took vengeance
for their doings.

9Exalt Yahweh, our God.
Worship at his holy hill,
for Yahweh, our God, is holy!
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100
A Psalm of thanksgiving.
1 Shout for joy to Yahweh, all you

lands!
2 Serve Yahwehwith gladness.
Comebeforehispresencewith
singing.

3Know that Yahweh, he is God.
It is he who has made us, and
we are his.

We are his people, and the
sheep of his pasture.

4 Enter into his gates with thanks-
giving,

and intohis courtswithpraise.
Give thanks to him, and bless
his name.

5For Yahweh is good.
His loving kindness endures
forever,

his faithfulness to all genera-
tions.

101
A Psalm by David.
1 I will sing of loving kindness and

justice.
To you, Yahweh, I will sing
praises.

2 Iwill be careful to liveablameless
life.

Whenwill you come tome?
I will walk within my house
with a blameless heart.

3 I will set no vile thing before my
eyes.

I hate the deeds of faithless
men.

They will not cling to me.
4A perverse heart will be far from

me.
I will have nothing to do with
evil.

5 I will silence whoever secretly
slanders his neighbor.

I won’t tolerate one who is ar-
rogant and conceited.

6My eyes will be on the faithful of
the land,

that theymay dwell withme.
He whowalks in a perfect way,

he will serveme.
7 He who practices deceit won’t

dwell withinmy house.

He who speaks falsehood
won’t be established before
my eyes.

8 Morning by morning, I will de-
stroy all the wicked of the
land,

to cut off all the workers of
iniquity from Yahweh’s city.

102
A Prayer of the afflicted, when he
is overwhelmed and pours out his
complaint before Yahweh.
1Hearmy prayer, Yahweh!

Let my cry come to you.
2 Don’t hide your face from me in

the day of my distress.
Turn your ear to me.
Answer me quickly in the day
when I call.

3 For my days consume away like
smoke.

My bones are burned as a
torch.

4 My heart is blighted like grass,
and withered,

for I forget to eat my bread.
5 By reason of the voice of my

groaning,
my bones stick to my skin.

6 I am like a pelican of the wilder-
ness.

I have become as an owl of the
waste places.

7 I watch, and have become
like a sparrow that is alone
on the housetop.

8My enemies reproachme all day.
Those who are mad at me use
my name as a curse.

9For I have eaten ashes like bread,
and mixed my drink with
tears,

10because of your indignation
and your wrath;

for you have taken me up and
thrownme away.

11My days are like a long shadow.
I have withered like grass.

12 But you, Yahweh, will remain
forever;
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your renown endures to all
generations.

13Youwill arise andhavemercy on
Zion,

for it is time to have pity on
her.

Yes, the set time has come.
14 For your servants take pleasure

in her stones,
and have pity on her dust.

15So the nationswill fear Yahweh’s
name,

all the kings of the earth your
glory.

16For Yahweh has built up Zion.
He has appeared in his glory.

17He has responded to the prayer
of the destitute,

and has not despised their
prayer.

18 This will be written for the gen-
eration to come.

A peoplewhichwill be created
will praise Yah,

19 for he has looked down from the
height of his sanctuary.

Fromheaven, Yahweh saw the
earth,

20 to hear the groans of the pris-
oner,

to free those who are con-
demned to death,

21 that men may declare Yahweh’s
name in Zion,

and his praise in Jerusalem,
22 when the peoples are gathered

together,
the kingdoms, to serve Yah-
weh.

23He weakened my strength along
the course.

He shortenedmy days.
24 I said, “My God, don’t take me

away in the middle of my
days.

Your years are throughout all
generations.

25Of old, you laid the foundation of
the earth.

The heavens are the work of
your hands.

26 They will perish, but you will
endure.

Yes, all of them will wear out
like a garment.

You will change them like
a cloak, and they will be
changed.

27But you are the same.
Your years will have no end.

28 The children of your servants
will continue.

Their offspring will be estab-
lished before you.”

103
By David.
1Praise Yahweh, my soul!

All that iswithinme, praise his
holy name!

2Praise Yahweh, my soul,
and don’t forget all his bene-
fits,

3who forgives all your sins,
who heals all your diseases,

4 who redeems your life from de-
struction,

who crowns you with loving
kindness and tender mer-
cies,

5 who satisfies your desire with
good things,

so that your youth is renewed
like the eagle’s.

6Yahweh executes righteous acts,
and justice for all who are op-
pressed.

7 He made known his ways to
Moses,

his deeds to the children of Is-
rael.

8Yahweh is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and abundant
in loving kindness.

9Hewill not always accuse;
neither will he stay angry for-
ever.

10He has not dealt with us accord-
ing to our sins,

nor repaid us for our iniqui-
ties.

11 For as the heavens are high
above the earth,
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so great is his loving kindness
toward those who fear him.

12As faras theeast is fromthewest,
so far has he removed our
transgressions from us.

13Like a father has compassion on
his children,

so Yahweh has compassion on
those who fear him.

14For he knows howwe aremade.
He remembers that we are
dust.

15 As for man, his days are like
grass.

As a flower of the field, so he
flourishes.

16 For the wind passes over it, and
it is gone.

Its place remembers it no
more.

17 But Yahweh’s loving kindness is
fromeverlasting to everlast-
ingwith thosewho fear him,

his righteousness to children’s
children,

18 to those who keep his covenant,
to those who remember to
obey his precepts.

19 Yahweh has established his
throne in the heavens.

His kingdom rules over all.
20Praise Yahweh, you angels of his,

who are mighty in strength,
who fulfill his word,

obeying the voice of his word.
21Praise Yahweh, all you armies of

his,
you servants of his, who do his
pleasure.

22 Praise Yahweh, all you works of
his,

in all places of his dominion.
Praise Yahweh, my soul!

104
1Bless Yahweh, my soul.

Yahweh, my God, you are very
great.

You are clothed with honor
andmajesty.

2 He covers himself with light as
with a garment.

He stretches out the heavens
like a curtain.

3He lays the beams of his rooms in
the waters.

He makes the clouds his char-
iot.

He walks on the wings of the
wind.

4Hemakes hismessengers*winds,
and his servants flames of fire.

5 He laid the foundations of the
earth,

that it should not be moved
forever.

6 You covered it with the deep as
with a cloak.

The waters stood above the
mountains.

7At your rebuke they fled.
At the voice of your thunder
they hurried away.

8Themountains rose,
the valleys sank down,
to the place which you had as-
signed to them.

9Youhave set a boundary that they
may not pass over,

that they don’t turn again to
cover the earth.

10Hesends springs into thevalleys.
They run among the moun-
tains.

11 They give drink to every animal
of the field.

The wild donkeys quench
their thirst.

12Thebirdsof the skynest by them.
They sing among the
branches.

13 He waters the mountains from
his rooms.

The earth is filled with the
fruit of your works.

14 He causes the grass to grow for
the livestock,

and plants for man to culti-
vate,

that he may produce food out
of the earth:

15 wine that makes the heart of
man glad,

oil to make his face to shine,
and bread that strengthens
man’s heart.

* 104:4 or, angels
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16Yahweh’s trees arewellwatered,
the cedars of Lebanon, which
he has planted,

17 where the birds make their
nests.

The stork makes its home in
the cypress trees.

18 The high mountains are for the
wild goats.

The rocks are a refuge for the
rock badgers.

19He appointed the moon for sea-
sons.

The sun knows when to set.
20 You make darkness, and it is

night,
in which all the animals of the
forest prowl.

21 The young lions roar after their
prey,

and seek their food from God.
22 The sun rises, and they steal

away,
and lie down in their dens.

23Man goes out to his work,
to his labor until the evening.

24 Yahweh, how many are your
works!

In wisdom, you have made
them all.

The earth is full of your riches.
25There is the sea, great and wide,

in which are innumerable liv-
ing things,

both small and large animals.
26There the ships go,

and leviathan, whom you
formed to play there.

27These all wait for you,
that you may give them their
food in due season.

28You give to them; they gather.
You open your hand; they are
satisfied with good.

29Youhideyour face; theyare trou-
bled.

You take away their breath;
they die and return to the
dust.

30Yousendout yourSpirit and they
are created.

You renew the face of the
ground.

31 Let Yahweh’s glory endure for-
ever.

Let Yahweh rejoice in his
works.

32He looksat theearth, and it trem-
bles.

He touches the mountains,
and they smoke.

33 I will sing to Yahweh as long as I
live.

I will sing praise to my God
while I have any being.

34 Let my meditation be sweet to
him.

I will rejoice in Yahweh.
35 Let sinners be consumed out of

the earth.
Let the wicked be nomore.
Bless Yahweh, my soul.
Praise Yah!

105
1 Give thanks to Yahweh! Call on

his name!
Make his doings known
among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him!
Tell ofallhismarvelousworks.

3Glory in his holy name.
Let theheart of thosewho seek
Yahweh rejoice.

4 Seek Yahweh and his strength.
Seek his face forever more.

5 Remember his marvelous works
that he has done:

his wonders, and the judg-
ments of his mouth,

6youoffspringofAbraham,his ser-
vant,

you children of Jacob, his cho-
sen ones.

7He is Yahweh, our God.
His judgments are in all the
earth.

8Hehas rememberedhis covenant
forever,

the word which he com-
manded to a thousand
generations,

9 the covenantwhichhemadewith
Abraham,

his oath to Isaac,
10 and confirmed it to Jacob for a

statute;
to Israel for an everlasting
covenant,
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11 saying, “To you I will give the
land of Canaan,

the lot of your inheritance,”
12when theywerebut a fewmen in

number,
yes, very few, and foreigners
in it.

13 They went about from nation to
nation,

from one kingdom to another
people.

14 He allowed no one to do them
wrong.

Yes, he reproved kings for
their sakes,

15 “Don’t touchmy anointed ones!
Domy prophets no harm!”

16 He called for a famine on the
land.

He destroyed the food sup-
plies.

17He sent a man before them.
Joseph was sold for a slave.

18They bruisedhis feetwith shack-
les.

His neck was locked in irons,
19until the time that his word hap-

pened,
and Yahweh’s word proved
him true.

20The king sent and freed him,
even the ruler of peoples, and
let him go free.

21Hemade him lord of his house,
and ruler of all of his posses-
sions,

22 to discipline his princes at his
pleasure,

and to teach his elders wis-
dom.

23 Israel also came into Egypt.
Jacob lived in the land of Ham.

24He increased his people greatly,
and made them stronger than
their adversaries.

25He turned their heart to hate his
people,

to conspire against his ser-
vants.

26He sent Moses, his servant,
and Aaron, whom he had cho-
sen.

27Theyperformedmiracles among
them,

and wonders in the land of
Ham.

28 He sent darkness, and made it
dark.

They didn’t rebel against his
words.

29 He turned their waters into
blood,

and killed their fish.
30Their land swarmedwith frogs,

even in the rooms of their
kings.

31 He spoke, and swarms of flies
came,

and lice in all their borders.
32He gave them hail for rain,

with lightning in their land.
33 He struck their vines and also

their fig trees,
and shattered the trees of their
country.

34He spoke, and the locusts came
with the grasshoppers, with-
out number.

35 They ate up every plant in their
land,

and ate up the fruit of their
ground.

36He struck also all the firstborn in
their land,

the first fruits of all their man-
hood.

37He brought them out with silver
and gold.

There was not one feeble per-
son among his tribes.

38 Egypt was glad when they de-
parted,

for the fear of them had fallen
on them.

39He spread a cloud for a covering,
fire to give light in the night.

40 They asked, and he brought
quails,

and satisfied them with the
bread of the sky.

41He opened the rock, and waters
gushed out.

They ran as a river in the dry
places.

42 For he remembered his holy
word,
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and Abraham, his servant.
43 He brought his people out with

joy,
his chosen with singing.

44 He gave them the lands of the
nations.

They took the labor of the peo-
ples in possession,

45 that theymight keephis statutes,
and observe his laws.
Praise Yah!

106
1Praise Yahweh!

Give thanks to Yahweh, for he
is good,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever.

2Who can utter the mighty acts of
Yahweh,

or fully declare all his praise?
3 Blessed are those who keep jus-

tice.
Blessed is one who does what
is right at all times.

4Remember me, Yahweh, with the
favor that you show to your
people.

Visit me with your salvation,
5 that I may see the prosperity of

your chosen,
that I may rejoice in the glad-
ness of your nation,

that I may glory with your in-
heritance.

6We have sinned with our fathers.
We have committed iniquity.
We have done wickedly.

7 Our fathers didn’t understand
your wonders in Egypt.

They didn’t remember the
multitude of your loving
kindnesses,

but were rebellious at the sea,
even at the Red Sea.

8 Nevertheless he saved them for
his name’s sake,

that hemightmake hismighty
power known.

9He rebuked the Red Sea also, and
it was dried up;

so he led them through the
depths, as through a desert.

10He saved them from the hand of
himwho hated them,

and redeemed them from the
hand of the enemy.

11 The waters covered their adver-
saries.

Therewasnot one of them left.
12Then they believed his words.

They sang his praise.

13They soon forgot his works.
They didn’t wait for his coun-
sel,

14but gave in to craving in the
desert,

and tested God in the waste-
land.

15He gave them their request,
but sent leanness into their
soul.

16 They envied Moses also in the
camp,

and Aaron, Yahweh’s saint.
17 The earth opened and swal-

lowed up Dathan,
and covered the company of
Abiram.

18 A fire was kindled in their com-
pany.

The flame burned up the
wicked.

19Theymade a calf in Horeb,
and worshiped a molten im-
age.

20Thus they exchanged their glory
for an image of a bull that eats
grass.

21They forgot God, their Savior,
who had done great things in
Egypt,

22wondrous works in the land
of Ham,

and awesome things by the
Red Sea.

23 Therefore he said that he would
destroy them,

had Moses, his chosen, not
stood before him in the
breach,

to turn away his wrath, so that
he wouldn’t destroy them.

24 Yes, they despised the pleasant
land.

They didn’t believe his word,
25butmurmured in their tents,
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and didn’t listen to Yahweh’s
voice.

26Therefore he swore to them
thathewouldoverthrow them
in the wilderness,

27 that he would overthrow
their offspring among the
nations,

and scatter them in the lands.
28 They joined themselves also to

Baal Peor,
and ate the sacrifices of the
dead.

29Thus theyprovokedhimtoanger
with their deeds.

The plague broke in on them.
30 Then Phinehas stood up and ex-

ecuted judgment,
so the plague was stopped.

31 That was credited to him for
righteousness,

for all generations to come.
32 They angered him also at the

waters of Meribah,
so thatMoseswas troubled for
their sakes;

33 because they were rebellious
against his spirit,

he spoke rashly with his lips.
34They didn’t destroy the peoples,

as Yahweh commanded them,
35 but mixed themselves with
the nations,

and learned their works.
36They served their idols,

whichbecameasnare to them.
37 Yes, they sacrificed their sons

and their daughters to
demons.

38They shed innocent blood,
even the blood of their sons
and of their daughters,

whom they sacrificed to the
idols of Canaan.

The land was polluted with
blood.

39 Thus they were defiled with
their works,

and prostituted themselves in
their deeds.

40 Therefore Yahweh burned with
anger against his people.

He abhorred his inheritance.

41 He gave them into the hand of
the nations.

Those who hated them ruled
over them.

42 Their enemies also oppressed
them.

They were brought into sub-
jection under their hand.

43He rescued themmany times,
but they were rebellious in
their counsel,

and were brought low in their
iniquity.

44 Nevertheless he regarded their
distress,

when he heard their cry.
45 He remembered for them his

covenant,
and repented according to the
multitude of his loving kind-
nesses.

46Hemade them also to be pitied
by all those who carried them
captive.

47 Save us, Yahweh, our God,
gather us from among the na-
tions,

to give thanks to your holy
name,

to triumph in your praise!

48 Blessed be Yahweh, the God of
Israel,

from everlasting even to ever-
lasting!

Let all the people say, “Amen.”
Praise Yah!

BOOK 5
107

1Give thanks to Yahweh,* for he is
good,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever.

2 Let the redeemed by Yahweh say
so,

whom he has redeemed from
the hand of the adversary,

3andgatheredoutof the lands,
from the east and from the
west,

* 107:1 “Yahweh” is God’s proper Name, sometimes rendered “LORD” (all caps) in other
translations.
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from the north and from the
south.

4Theywandered in thewilderness
in a desert way.

They found no city to live in.
5Hungry and thirsty,

their soul fainted in them.
6 Then they cried to Yahweh in

their trouble,
and he delivered them out of
their distresses.

7 He led them also by a straight
way,

that they might go to a city to
live in.

8 Let them praise Yahweh for his
loving kindness,

for his wonderful deeds to the
children of men!

9For he satisfies the longing soul.
He fills the hungry soul with
good.

10 Some sat in darkness and in the
shadow of death,

being bound in affliction and
iron,

11 because they rebelled
against the words of God,†

and condemned the counsel of
the Most High.

12 Therefore he brought down
their heart with labor.

They fell down, and there was
no one to help.

13 Then they cried to Yahweh in
their trouble,

and he saved them out of their
distresses.

14Hebrought themout of darkness
and the shadow of death,

and broke away their chains.
15 Let them praise Yahweh for his

loving kindness,
for his wonderful deeds to the
children of men!

16 For he has broken the gates of
bronze,

and cut through bars of iron.

17 Fools are afflicted because of
their disobedience,

and because of their iniqui-
ties.

18 Their soul abhors all kinds of
food.

They draw near to the gates of
death.

19Then they cry to Yahweh in their
trouble,

and he saves them out of their
distresses.

20 He sends his word, and heals
them,

and delivers them from their
graves.

21 Let them praise Yahweh for his
loving kindness,

for his wonderful deeds to the
children of men!

22 Let them offer the sacrifices of
thanksgiving,

and declare his deeds with
singing.

23Those who go down to the sea in
ships,

who do business in great wa-
ters,

24 these see Yahweh’s deeds,
and his wonders in the deep.

25For he commands, and raises the
stormywind,

which lifts up its waves.
26 They mount up to the sky; they

go downagain to the depths.
Their soulmelts away because
of trouble.

27 They reel back and forth, and
stagger like a drunkenman,

and are at their wits’ end.
28Then they cry to Yahweh in their

trouble,
andhebrings themoutof their
distress.

29Hemakes the storm a calm,
so that its waves are still.

30 Then they are glad because it is
calm,

so he brings them to their de-
sired haven.

† 107:11 The Hebrewword rendered “God” is ים“ ”אֱלֹהִ֑ (Elohim).
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31 Let them praise Yahweh for his
loving kindness,

for his wonderful deeds for
the children of men!

32 Let them exalt him also in the
assembly of the people,

and praise him in the seat of
the elders.

33He turns rivers into a desert,
water springs into a thirsty
ground,

34and a fruitful land into a salt
waste,

for the wickedness of those
who dwell in it.

35 He turns a desert into a pool of
water,

and a dry land into water
springs.

36There hemakes the hungry live,
that theymay prepare a city to
live in,

37 sow fields, plant vineyards,
and reap the fruits of increase.

38Heblesses themalso, so that they
aremultiplied greatly.

He doesn’t allow their live-
stock to decrease.

39 Again, they are diminished and
bowed down

through oppression, trouble,
and sorrow.

40He pours contempt on princes,
and causes them to wander in
a trackless waste.

41Yet he lifts the needy out of their
affliction,

and increases their families
like a flock.

42 The upright will see it, and be
glad.

All the wicked will shut their
mouths.

43Whoever is wise will pay atten-
tion to these things.

They will consider the loving
kindnesses of Yahweh.

108
A Song. A Psalm by David.
1My heart is steadfast, God.

I will sing and I will make mu-
sic withmy soul.

2Wake up, harp and lyre!
I will wake up the dawn.

3 I will give thanks to you, Yahweh,
among the nations.

I will sing praises to you
among the peoples.

4 For your loving kindness is great
above the heavens.

Your faithfulness reaches to
the skies.

5 Be exalted, God, above the heav-
ens!

Let your glory be over all the
earth.

6 That your beloved may be deliv-
ered,

savewith your right hand, and
answer us.

7 God has spoken from his sanctu-
ary: “In triumph,

I will divide Shechem, and
measure out the valley of
Succoth.

8Gilead ismine. Manasseh ismine.
Ephraim also is my helmet.
Judah is my scepter.

9Moab is mywash pot.
I will toss my sandal on Edom.
I will shout over Philistia.”

10Whowill bringme into the forti-
fied city?

Whowill leadme to Edom?
11Haven’t you rejected us, God?

Youdon’t go out, God,with our
armies.

12Give us help against the enemy,
for the help of man is vain.

13 Through God, we will do
valiantly,

for it is hewhowill treaddown
our enemies.

109
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David.
1 God of my praise, don’t remain

silent,
2 for they have opened the
mouth of thewicked and the
mouth of deceit against me.

Theyhave spoken tomewith a
lying tongue.

3 They have also surrounded me
with words of hatred,
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and fought againstmewithout
a cause.

4 In return formy love, they aremy
adversaries;

but I am in prayer.
5 They have rewarded me evil for

good,
and hatred for my love.

6 Set a wickedman over him.
Let an adversary stand at his
right hand.

7When he is judged, let him come
out guilty.

Let his prayer be turned into
sin.

8Let his days be few.
Let another take his office.

9Let his children be fatherless,
and his wife a widow.

10 Let his children be wandering
beggars.

Let them be sought from their
ruins.

11 Let the creditor seize all that he
has.

Let strangers plunder the fruit
of his labor.

12 Let there be no one to extend
kindness to him,

neither let there be anyone to
have pity on his fatherless
children.

13Let his posterity be cut off.
In the generation following let
their name be blotted out.

14 Let the iniquity of his fathers be
remembered by Yahweh.

Don’t let the sin of his mother
be blotted out.

15Let them be before Yahweh con-
tinually,

that hemay cut off their mem-
ory from the earth;

16 because he didn’t remember to
show kindness,

but persecuted the poor and
needyman,

the broken in heart, to kill
them.

17 Yes, he loved cursing, and it
came to him.

He didn’t delight in blessing,
and it was far from him.

18 He clothed himself also with
cursing aswith his garment.

It came into his inward parts
like water,

like oil into his bones.
19 Let it be to him as the clothing

with which he covers him-
self,

for the belt that is always
around him.

20 This is the reward of my adver-
saries from Yahweh,

of thosewhospeakevil against
my soul.

21 But deal with me, Yahweh the
Lord,* for your name’s sake,

because your loving kindness
is good, deliver me;

22 for I am poor and needy.
My heart is wounded within
me.

23 I fade away like an evening
shadow.

I am shaken off like a locust.
24My knees areweak through fast-

ing.
My body is thin and lacks fat.

25 I have also become a reproach to
them.

When they see me, they shake
their head.

26Helpme, Yahweh, my God.
Savemeaccording to your lov-
ing kindness;

27 that they may know that this is
your hand;

that you, Yahweh, have done
it.

28Theymay curse, but you bless.
When they arise, they will be
shamed,

but your servant shall rejoice.
29 Let my adversaries be clothed

with dishonor.
Let them cover themselves
with their own shame as
with a robe.

30 I will give great thanks to Yah-
wehwithmymouth.

Yes, I will praise him among
themultitude.

* 109:21 The word translated “Lord” is “Adonai.”
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31 For he will stand at the right
hand of the needy,

to save him from those who
judge his soul.

110
A Psalm by David.
1 Yahweh says to my Lord, “Sit at

my right hand,
until I make your enemies
your footstool for your feet.”

2 Yahweh will send out the rod of
your strength out of Zion.

Rule among your enemies.
3 Your people offer themselves

willingly in the day of your
power, in holy array.

Out of the womb of the morn-
ing, you have the dew of
your youth.

4 Yahweh has sworn, and will not
change his mind:

“You are a priest forever in the
order of Melchizedek.”

5The Lord is at your right hand.
He will crush kings in the day
of his wrath.

6Hewill judge among the nations.
He will heap up dead bodies.
He will crush the ruler of the
whole earth.

7He will drink of the brook on the
way;

therefore he will lift up his
head.

111
1Praise Yah!*

I will give thanks to Yahweh
withmywhole heart,

in the council of the upright,
and in the congregation.

2Yahweh’s works are great,
pondered by all those who de-
light in them.

3His work is honor andmajesty.
His righteousness endures for-
ever.

4 He has caused his wonderful
works to be remembered.

Yahweh is gracious andmerci-
ful.

5 He has given food to those who
fear him.

He always remembers his
covenant.

6 He has shown his people the
power of his works,

in giving them the heritage of
the nations.

7 The works of his hands are truth
and justice.

All his precepts are sure.
8 They are established forever and

ever.
They are done in truth and up-
rightness.

9 He has sent redemption to his
people.

He has ordained his covenant
forever.

His name is holy and awe-
some!

10 The fear of Yahweh is the begin-
ning of wisdom.

All thosewhodohisworkhave
a good understanding.

His praise endures forever!

112
1Praise Yah!*

Blessed is the man who fears
Yahweh,

who delights greatly in his
commandments.

2His offspringwill bemighty in the
land.

The generation of the upright
will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches are in his
house.

His righteousness endures for-
ever.

4 Light dawns in the darkness for
the upright,

gracious, merciful, and righ-
teous.

5 It is well with the man who deals
graciously and lends.

He will maintain his cause in
judgment.

6For he will never be shaken.
* 111:1 Psalm 111 is an acrostic poem, with each verse after the initial “Praise Yah!” starting
with a letter of the alphabet (ordered fromAlef to Tav). * 112:1 Psalm112 is an acrostic poem,
with each verse after the initial “Praise Yah!” startingwith a letter of the alphabet (ordered from
Alef to Tav).
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The righteous will be remem-
bered forever.

7Hewill not be afraid of evil news.
His heart is steadfast, trusting
in Yahweh.

8His heart is established.
He will not be afraid in the
end when he sees his adver-
saries.

9He has dispersed, he has given to
the poor.

His righteousness endures for-
ever.

His horn will be exalted with
honor.

10 The wicked will see it, and be
grieved.

He shall gnash with his teeth,
andmelt away.

The desire of the wicked will
perish.

113
1Praise Yah!

Praise, you servants of Yah-
weh,

praise Yahweh’s name.
2Blessed be Yahweh’s name,

from this time forward and
forever more.

3 From the rising of the sun to its
going down,

Yahweh’s name is to be
praised.

4Yahweh is high above all nations,
his glory above the heavens.

5Who is like Yahweh, our God,
who has his seat on high,
6 who stoops down to see in
heaven and in the earth?

7 He raises up the poor out of the
dust,

and lifts up the needy from the
ash heap,

8 that hemay set himwith princes,
even with the princes of his
people.

9 He settles the barren woman in
her home

as a joyful mother of children.
Praise Yah!

114
1When Israel went out of Egypt,

the house of Jacob from a peo-
ple of foreign language,

2 Judah became his sanctuary,
Israel his dominion.

3The sea saw it, and fled.
The Jordan was driven back.

4Themountains skipped like rams,
the little hills like lambs.

5 What was it, you sea, that you
fled?

You Jordan, that you turned
back?

6 You mountains, that you skipped
like rams?

You little hills, like lambs?
7 Tremble, you earth, at the pres-

ence of the Lord,
at the presence of the God of
Jacob,

8who turned the rock into a pool of
water,

the flint into a spring of wa-
ters.

115
1Not to us, Yahweh, not to us,

but to your name give glory,
for your loving kindness, and
for your truth’s sake.

2Why should the nations say,
“Where is their God, now?”

3But our God is in the heavens.
He does whatever he pleases.

4Their idols are silver and gold,
the work of men’s hands.

5They havemouths, but they don’t
speak.

They have eyes, but they don’t
see.

6 They have ears, but they don’t
hear.

They have noses, but they
don’t smell.

7 They have hands, but they don’t
feel.

They have feet, but they don’t
walk,

neither do they speak through
their throat.

8Thosewhomake themwill be like
them;

yes, everyone who trusts in
them.

9 Israel, trust in Yahweh!
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He is their help and their
shield.

10HouseofAaron, trust inYahweh!
He is their help and their
shield.

11 You who fear Yahweh, trust in
Yahweh!

He is their help and their
shield.

12 Yahweh remembers us. He will
bless us.

He will bless the house of Is-
rael.

He will bless the house of
Aaron.

13Hewill bless thosewho fear Yah-
weh,

both small and great.
14May Yahweh increase you more

andmore,
you and your children.

15Blessed are you by Yahweh,
whomade heaven and earth.

16The heavens are Yahweh’s heav-
ens,

but he has given the earth to
the children of men.

17The dead don’t praise Yah,
nor any who go down into si-
lence,

18but we will bless Yah,
from this time forward and
forever more.

Praise Yah!

116
1 I love Yahweh, because he listens

to my voice,
andmy cries for mercy.

2 Because he has turned his ear to
me,

therefore I will call on him as
long as I live.

3 The cords of death surrounded
me,

the pains of Sheol* got a hold
of me.

I found trouble and sorrow.
4Then I called on Yahweh’s name:

“Yahweh, I begyou, delivermy
soul.”

5 Yahweh is gracious and righ-
teous.

Yes, our God is merciful.
6Yahweh preserves the simple.

I was brought low, and he
savedme.

7Return to your rest, my soul,
for Yahweh has dealt bounti-
fully with you.

8 For you have delivered my soul
from death,

my eyes from tears,
andmy feet from falling.

9 I will walk before Yahweh in the
land of the living.

10 I believed, therefore I said,
“I was greatly afflicted.”

11 I said inmy haste,
“All people are liars.”

12Whatwill I give to Yahweh for all
his benefits towardme?

13 I will take the cup of salva-
tion, and call on Yahweh’s
name.

14 I will paymy vows to Yahweh,
yes, in the presence of all his
people.

15Precious in Yahweh’s sight is the
death of his saints.

16Yahweh, truly I amyour servant.
I am your servant, the son of
your servant girl.

You have freed me from my
chains.

17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of
thanksgiving,

and will call on Yahweh’s
name.

18 I will paymy vows to Yahweh,
yes, in the presence of all his
people,

19 in the courts of Yahweh’s house,
in the middle of you,
Jerusalem.

Praise Yah!

117
1Praise Yahweh, all you nations!

Extol him, all you peoples!
2 For his loving kindness is great

toward us.
Yahweh’s faithfulness en-
dures forever.

Praise Yah!
* 116:3 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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118
1 Give thanks to Yahweh, for he is

good,
for his loving kindness en-
dures forever.

2Let Israel now say
that his loving kindness en-
dures forever.

3Let the house of Aaron now say
that his loving kindness en-
dures forever.

4 Now let those who fear Yahweh
say

that his loving kindness en-
dures forever.

5Out ofmydistress, I called onYah.
Yah answered me with free-
dom.

6 Yahweh is on my side. I will not
be afraid.

What canman do tome?
7 Yahweh is on my side among

those who helpme.
Therefore I will look in tri-
umph at those who hateme.

8 It is better to take refuge in Yah-
weh,

than to put confidence inman.
9 It is better to take refuge in Yah-

weh,
than to put confidence in
princes.

10All the nations surroundedme,
but in Yahweh’s name I cut
them off.

11 They surrounded me, yes, they
surroundedme.

In Yahweh’s name I indeed cut
them off.

12They surroundedme like bees.
They are quenched like the
burning thorns.

In Yahweh’s name I cut them
off.

13 You pushed me back hard, to
makeme fall,

but Yahweh helpedme.
14Yah is my strength and song.

He has becomemy salvation.
15 The voice of rejoicing and sal-

vation is in the tents of the
righteous.

“The right hand of Yahweh
does valiantly.

16 The right hand of Yahweh is ex-
alted!

The righthandofYahwehdoes
valiantly!”

17 I will not die, but live,
and declare Yah’s works.

18Yah has punishedme severely,
buthehasnot givenmeover to
death.

19 Open to me the gates of righ-
teousness.

I will enter into them.
I will give thanks to Yah.

20This is the gate of Yahweh;
the righteous will enter into it.

21 I will give thanks to you, for you
have answeredme,

and have become my salva-
tion.

22The stone which the builders re-
jected

has become the cornerstone.*
23This is Yahweh’s doing.

It is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that Yahweh has

made.
We will rejoice and be glad in
it!

25 Save us now, we beg you, Yah-
weh!

Yahweh, we beg you, send
prosperity now.

26 Blessed is he who comes in Yah-
weh’s name!

We have blessed you out of
Yahweh’s house.

27Yahweh is God, and he has given
us light.

Bind the sacrifice with cords,
even to the horns of the al-
tar.

28 You are my God, and I will give
thanks to you.

You are my God, I will exalt
you.

29Oh give thanks to Yahweh, for he
is good,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever.

* 118:22 Literally, head of the corner
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119
ALEPH
1Blessed are thosewhoseways are

blameless,
who walk according to Yah-
weh’s law.

2 Blessed are those who keep his
statutes,

whoseekhimwith theirwhole
heart.

3Yes, they do nothing wrong.
They walk in his ways.

4 You have commanded your pre-
cepts,

that we should fully obey
them.

5Oh that myways were steadfast
to obey your statutes!

6Then I wouldn’t be disappointed,
when I consider all of your
commandments.

7 I will give thanks to you with up-
rightness of heart,

when I learn your righteous
judgments.

8 I will observe your statutes.
Don’t utterly forsakeme.

BETH
9 How can a young man keep his

way pure?
By living according to your
word.

10 With my whole heart I have
sought you.

Don’t let me wander from
your commandments.

11 I have hidden your word in my
heart,

that I might not sin against
you.

12Blessed are you, Yahweh.
Teachme your statutes.

13Withmy lips,
I have declared all the ordi-
nances of yourmouth.

14 I have rejoiced in thewayof your
testimonies,

as much as in all riches.
15 I will meditate on your precepts,

and consider your ways.
16 I will delight myself in your

statutes.
I will not forget your word.

GIMEL

17Do good to your servant.
I will live and I will obey your
word.

18Openmy eyes,
that I may see wondrous
things out of your law.

19 I am a stranger on the earth.
Don’t hide your command-
ments fromme.

20My soul is consumed with long-
ing for your ordinances at
all times.

21Youhaverebuked theproudwho
are cursed,

who wander from your com-
mandments.

22 Take reproach and contempt
away fromme,

for I have kept your statutes.
23 Though princes sit and slander

me,
your servant will meditate on
your statutes.

24 Indeed your statutes are my de-
light,

andmy counselors.
DALETH
25My soul is laid low in the dust.

Revive me according to your
word!

26 I declared my ways, and you an-
sweredme.

Teachme your statutes.
27 Let me understand the teaching

of your precepts!
Then I will meditate on your
wondrous works.

28My soul is weary with sorrow;
strengthen me according to
your word.

29Keepme from the way of deceit.
Grantme your law graciously!

30 I have chosen the way of truth.
I have set your ordinances be-
fore me.

31 I cling to your statutes, Yahweh.
Don’t let me be disappointed.

32 I run in the path of your com-
mandments,

for you have setmy heart free.
HE
33 Teach me, Yahweh, the way of

your statutes.
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I will keep them to the end.
34 Give me understanding, and I

will keep your law.
Yes, I will obey it with my
whole heart.

35 Direct me in the path of your
commandments,

for I delight in them.
36 Turn my heart toward your

statutes,
not toward selfish gain.

37Turnmyeyes away from looking
at worthless things.

Revive me in your ways.
38 Fulfill your promise to your ser-

vant,
that youmay be feared.

39 Take away my disgrace that I
dread,

for your ordinances are good.
40Behold, I long for your precepts!

Revive me in your righteous-
ness.

VAV
41 Let your loving kindness also

come tome, Yahweh,
your salvation, according to
your word.

42 So I will have an answer for him
who reproaches me,

for I trust in your word.
43 Don’t snatch the word of truth

out of mymouth,
for I put my hope in your ordi-
nances.

44 So I will obey your law continu-
ally,

forever and ever.
45 I will walk in liberty,

for I have sought your pre-
cepts.

46 I will also speak of your statutes
before kings,

and will not be disappointed.
47 I will delightmyself in your com-

mandments,
because I love them.

48 I reach out my hands for your
commandments, which I
love.

I will meditate on your
statutes.

ZAYIN

49 Remember your word to your
servant,

because you gaveme hope.
50 This is my comfort in my afflic-

tion,
for your word has revivedme.

51 The arrogant mock me exces-
sively,

but I don’t swerve from your
law.

52 I remember your ordinances of
old, Yahweh,

and have comfortedmyself.
53 Indignation has taken hold on

me,
becauseof thewickedwho for-
sake your law.

54 Your statutes have been my
songs

in the house where I live.
55 I have remembered your name,

Yahweh, in the night,
and I obey your law.

56This is myway,
that I keep your precepts.

HETH
57Yahweh is my portion.

I promised to obey your
words.

58 I sought your favor with my
whole heart.

Bemerciful tome according to
your word.

59 I consideredmyways,
and turned my steps to your
statutes.

60 I will hurry, and not delay,
to obey your commandments.

61The ropes of thewickedbindme,
but I won’t forget your law.

62 At midnight I will rise to give
thanks to you,

because of your righteous or-
dinances.

63 I ama friendofall thosewho fear
you,

of thosewhoobserveyourpre-
cepts.

64 The earth is full of your loving
kindness, Yahweh.

Teachme your statutes.
TETH
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65 You have treated your servant
well,

according to your word, Yah-
weh.

66 Teach me good judgment and
knowledge,

for Ibelieve inyourcommand-
ments.

67 Before I was afflicted, I went
astray;

but now I observe your word.
68You are good, and do good.

Teachme your statutes.
69 The proud have smeared a lie

uponme.
With my whole heart, I will
keep your precepts.

70 Their heart is as callous as the
fat,

but I delight in your law.
71 It is good forme that I have been

afflicted,
that I may learn your statutes.

72 The law of your mouth is bet-
ter to me than thousands of
pieces of gold and silver.

YODH
73 Your hands have made me and

formedme.
Give me understanding, that I
may learn your command-
ments.

74 Those who fear you will see me
and be glad,

because I have put my hope in
your word.

75 Yahweh, I know that your judg-
ments are righteous,

that in faithfulness you have
afflictedme.

76 Please let your loving kindness
be for my comfort,

according to your word to
your servant.

77Let your tender mercies come to
me, that I may live;

for your law is my delight.
78 Let the proud be disappointed,

for they have overthrown
mewrongfully.

I will meditate on your pre-
cepts.

79 Let those who fear you turn to
me.

They will know your statutes.
80 Let my heart be blameless to-

ward your decrees,
that Imaynotbedisappointed.

KAPF
81Mysoul faints for your salvation.

I hope in your word.
82My eyes fail for your word.

I say, “When will you comfort
me?”

83 For I have become like a wine-
skin in the smoke.

I don’t forget your statutes.
84How many are the days of your

servant?
When will you execute judg-
ment on those who perse-
cute me?

85The proud have dug pits for me,
contrary to your law.

86 All of your commandments are
faithful.

They persecute me wrong-
fully.

Help me!
87They had almost wipedme from

the earth,
but I didn’t forsake your pre-
cepts.

88 Preserve my life according to
your loving kindness,

so I will obey the statutes of
yourmouth.

LAMEDH
89 Yahweh, your word is settled in

heaven forever.
90Your faithfulness is to all genera-

tions.
You have established the
earth, and it remains.

91Your laws remain to this day,
for all things serve you.

92 Unless your law had been my
delight,

I would have perished in my
affliction.

93 I will never forget your precepts,
for with them, you have re-
vivedme.

94 I am yours.
Save me, for I have sought
your precepts.
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95 The wicked have waited for me,
to destroyme.

I will consider your statutes.
96 I have seen a limit to all perfec-

tion,
but your commands are
boundless.

MEM
97How I love your law!

It is mymeditation all day.
98 Your commandments make me

wiser thanmy enemies,
for your commandments are
always withme.

99 I havemore understanding than
all my teachers,

for your testimonies are my
meditation.

100 I understand more than the
aged,

because I have kept your pre-
cepts.

101 I have kept my feet from every
evil way,

that I might observe your
word.

102 I have not turned away from
your ordinances,

for you have taught me.
103Howsweet areyourpromises to

my taste,
more than honey to my
mouth!

104 Through your precepts, I get
understanding;

therefore I hate every false
way.

NUN
105Your word is a lamp tomy feet,

and a light for my path.
106 I have sworn, and have con-

firmed it,
that I will obey your righteous
ordinances.

107 I am afflicted verymuch.
Reviveme, Yahweh, according
to your word.

108 Accept, I beg you, the willing
offerings of mymouth.

Yahweh, teach me your ordi-
nances.

109 My soul is continually in my
hand,

yet I won’t forget your law.
110Thewickedhave laida snare for

me,
yet I haven’t gone astray from
your precepts.

111 I have takenyour testimonies as
a heritage forever,

for they are the joy of my
heart.

112 I have set my heart to perform
your statutes forever,

even to the end.
SAMEKH
113 I hate double-mindedmen,

but I love your law.
114You aremyhiding place andmy

shield.
I hope in your word.

115Depart fromme, you evildoers,
that I may keep the command-
ments of my God.

116 Uphold me according to your
word, that I may live.

Let me not be ashamed of my
hope.

117Holdme up, and I will be safe,
and will have respect for your
statutes continually.

118 You reject all those who stray
from your statutes,

for their deceit is in vain.
119 You put away all the wicked of

the earth like dross.
Therefore I love your testi-
monies.

120 My flesh trembles for fear of
you.

I am afraid of your judgments.
AYIN
121 I have done what is just and

righteous.
Don’t leave me to my oppres-
sors.

122 Ensure your servant’s well-
being.

Don’t let the proud oppress
me.

123 My eyes fail looking for your
salvation,

for your righteous word.
124Deal with your servant accord-

ing to your loving kindness.
Teachme your statutes.
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125 I am your servant. Give me
understanding,

that I may know your testi-
monies.

126 It is time to act, Yahweh,
for they break your law.

127 Therefore I love your com-
mandmentsmore than gold,

yes, more than pure gold.
128Therefore I consider all of your

precepts to be right.
I hate every false way.

PE
129 Your testimonies are wonder-

ful,
therefore my soul keeps them.

130 The entrance of your words
gives light.

It gives understanding to the
simple.

131 I opened my mouth wide and
panted,

for I longed for your com-
mandments.

132Turn to me, and have mercy on
me,

as you always do to those who
love your name.

133 Establish my footsteps in your
word.

Don’t let any iniquity have do-
minion over me.

134 Redeem me from the oppres-
sion of man,

so I will observe your pre-
cepts.

135 Make your face shine on your
servant.

Teachme your statutes.
136 Streams of tears run down my

eyes,
because they don’t observe
your law.

TZADHE
137You are righteous, Yahweh.

Your judgments are upright.
138 You have commanded your

statutes in righteousness.
They are fully trustworthy.

139My zeal wears me out,
because my enemies ignore
your words.

140 Your promises have been thor-
oughly tested,

and your servant loves them.
141 I am small and despised.

I don’t forget your precepts.
142 Your righteousness is an ever-

lasting righteousness.
Your law is truth.

143 Trouble and anguish have
taken hold of me.

Your commandments are my
delight.

144 Your testimonies are righteous
forever.

Give me understanding, that I
may live.

QOPH
145 I have called with my whole

heart.
Answerme, Yahweh!
I will keep your statutes.

146 I have called to you. Saveme!
I will obey your statutes.

147 I rise before dawn and cry for
help.

I put my hope in your words.
148My eyes stay open through the

night watches,
that I might meditate on your
word.

149 Hear my voice according to
your loving kindness.

Reviveme, Yahweh, according
to your ordinances.

150 They draw near who follow af-
ter wickedness.

They are far from your law.
151You are near, Yahweh.

All your commandments are
truth.

152Of old I have known from your
testimonies,

that you have founded them
forever.

RESH
153 Consider my affliction, and de-

liver me,
for I don’t forget your law.

154 Plead my cause, and redeem
me!

Revive me according to your
promise.
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155Salvation is far fromthewicked,
for they don’t seek your
statutes.

156 Great are your tender mercies,
Yahweh.

Revive me according to your
ordinances.

157 Many are my persecutors and
my adversaries.

I haven’t swerved from your
testimonies.

158 I look at the faithless with
loathing,

because they don’t observe
your word.

159 Consider how I love your pre-
cepts.

Reviveme, Yahweh, according
to your loving kindness.

160All of your words are truth.
Every one of your righteous
ordinances endures for-
ever.

SIN AND SHIN
161 Princes have persecuted me

without a cause,
but my heart stands in awe of
your words.

162 I rejoice at your word,
as one who finds great plun-
der.

163 I hate and abhor falsehood.
I love your law.

164 Seven times a day, I praise you,
because of your righteous or-
dinances.

165 Those who love your law have
great peace.

Nothing causes them to stum-
ble.

166 I have hoped for your salvation,
Yahweh.

I have done your command-
ments.

167My soul has observed your tes-
timonies.

I love them exceedingly.
168 I have obeyed your precepts

and your testimonies,
for allmyways are before you.

TAV
169 Let my cry come before you,

Yahweh.

Give me understanding ac-
cording to your word.

170 Let my supplication come be-
fore you.

Deliver me according to your
word.

171Let my lips utter praise,
for you teachmeyour statutes.

172 Let my tongue sing of your
word,

for all your commandments
are righteousness.

173 Let your hand be ready to help
me,

for I have chosen your pre-
cepts.

174 I have longed for your salva-
tion, Yahweh.

Your law is my delight.
175 Let my soul live, that I may

praise you.
Let your ordinances help me.

176 I have gone astray like a lost
sheep.

Seek your servant, for I don’t
forget your command-
ments.

120
A Song of Ascents.
1 In my distress, I cried to Yahweh.

He answeredme.
2 Deliver my soul, Yahweh, from

lying lips,
from a deceitful tongue.

3 What will be given to you, and
what will be done more to
you,

you deceitful tongue?
4 Sharp arrows of themighty,

with coals of juniper.
5Woe is me, that I live in Meshech,

that I dwell among the tents of
Kedar!

6My soul has had her dwelling too
long

with himwho hates peace.
7 I am for peace,

but when I speak, they are for
war.

121
A Song of Ascents.
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1 I will lift upmy eyes to the hills.
Where does my help come
from?

2My help comes from Yahweh,
whomade heaven and earth.

3He will not allow your foot to be
moved.

He who keeps you will not
slumber.

4Behold, he who keeps Israel
will neither slumbernor sleep.

5Yahweh is your keeper.
Yahweh is your shade on your
right hand.

6The sunwill not harm you by day,
nor themoon by night.

7 Yahweh will keep you from all
evil.

He will keep your soul.
8 Yahweh will keep your going out

and your coming in,
from this time forward, and
forever more.

122
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 I was glad when they said to me,

“Let’s go to Yahweh’s house!”
2Our feet are standingwithin your

gates, Jerusalem!
3 Jerusalem is built as a city
that is compact together,

4where the tribes go up, evenYah’s
tribes,

according to an ordinance for
Israel,

to give thanks to Yahweh’s
name.

5For there are set thrones for judg-
ment,

the thrones of David’s house.
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.

Those who love you will pros-
per.

7Peace be within your walls,
and prosperity within your
palaces.

8 For my brothers’ and compan-
ions’ sakes,

I will now say, “Peace be
within you.”

9 For the sake of the house of Yah-
weh our God,

I will seek your good.

123
A Song of Ascents.
1 I lift upmy eyes to you,

you who sit in the heavens.
2 Behold, as the eyes of servants

look to the hand of their
master,

as the eyes of a maid to the
hand of her mistress,

so our eyes look to Yahweh,
our God,

until he has mercy on us.
3Have mercy on us, Yahweh, have

mercy on us,
for we have endured much
contempt.

4Our soul is exceedinglyfilledwith
the scoffingof thosewho are
at ease,

with the contempt of the
proud.

124
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 If it had not been Yahweh who

was on our side,
let Israel now say,

2 if it had not been Yahweh who
was on our side,

whenmen rose up against us,
3 then they would have swallowed

us up alive,
when their wrath was kindled
against us,

4 then thewaterswould have over-
whelmed us,

the stream would have gone
over our soul.

5 Then the proud waters would
have gone over our soul.

6Blessed be Yahweh,
who has not given us as a prey
to their teeth.

7 Our soul has escaped like a bird
out of the fowler’s snare.

The snare is broken, and we
have escaped.

8Our help is in Yahweh’s name,
whomade heaven and earth.
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125
A Song of Ascents.
1Thosewho trust in Yahweh are as

Mount Zion,
which can’t be moved, but re-
mains forever.

2 As the mountains surround
Jerusalem,

so Yahweh surrounds his peo-
ple from this time forward
and forever more.

3 For the scepter of wickedness
won’t remain over the allot-
ment of the righteous,

so that the righteouswon’t use
their hands to do evil.

4 Do good, Yahweh, to those who
are good,

to those who are upright in
their hearts.

5But as for thosewho turn away to
their crooked ways,

Yahweh will lead them away
with theworkers of iniquity.

Peace be on Israel.

126
A Song of Ascents.
1 When Yahweh brought back

those who returned to Zion,
we were like those who
dream.

2 Then our mouth was filled with
laughter,

and our tongue with singing.
Then they said among the nations,

“Yahwehhasdonegreat things
for them.”

3Yahweh has done great things for
us,

and we are glad.
4 Restore our fortunes again, Yah-

weh,
like the streams in the Negev.

5 Those who sow in tears will reap
in joy.

6 He who goes out weeping,
carrying seed for sowing,

will certainly come again with
joy, carrying his sheaves.

127
A Song of Ascents. By Solomon.
1Unless Yahweh builds the house,

theywhobuild it labor in vain.
Unless Yahweh watches over the

city,
the watchman guards it in
vain.

2 It is vain for you to rise up early,
to stay up late,
eating the bread of toil,
for he gives sleep to his loved
ones.

3Behold, children are a heritage of
Yahweh.

The fruit of the womb is his
reward.

4As arrows in the hand of amighty
man,

so are the children of youth.
5 Happy is the man who has his

quiver full of them.
They won’t be disappointed
when they speak with their
enemies in the gate.

128
A Song of Ascents.
1 Blessed is everyone who fears

Yahweh,
whowalks in his ways.

2 For you will eat the labor of your
hands.

You will be happy, and it will
be well with you.

3 Your wife will be as a fruitful
vine in the innermost parts
of your house,

your children like olive shoots
around your table.

4 Behold, this is how the man who
fears Yahweh is blessed.

5May Yahweh bless you out of
Zion,

and may you see the good
of Jerusalem all the days of
your life.

6 Yes, may you see your children’s
children.

Peace be upon Israel.

129
A Song of Ascents.
1 Many times they have afflicted

me frommy youth up.
Let Israel now say:
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2 many times they have afflicted
me frommy youth up,

yet they have not prevailed
against me.

3The plowers plowed onmy back.
Theymade their furrows long.

4Yahweh is righteous.
He has cut apart the cords of
the wicked.

5 Let them be disappointed and
turned backward,

all those who hate Zion.
6 Let them be as the grass on the

housetops,
which withers before it grows
up,

7with which the reaper doesn’t fill
his hand,

nor he who binds sheaves, his
bosom.

8Neither do those who go by say,
“The blessing of Yahweh be on
you.

We bless you in Yahweh’s
name.”

130
A Song of Ascents.
1 Out of the depths I have cried to

you, Yahweh.
2Lord, hear my voice.

Let your ears be attentive to
the voice of my petitions.

3 If you, Yah, kept a record of sins,
Lord, who could stand?

4But there is forgiveness with you,
therefore you are feared.

5 I wait for Yahweh.
My soul waits.
I hope in his word.

6My soul longs for the Lord more
than watchmen long for the
morning,

more than watchmen for the
morning.

7 Israel, hope in Yahweh,
for there is loving kindness
with Yahweh.

Abundant redemption is with
him.

8 He will redeem Israel from all
their sins.

131
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1 Yahweh, my heart isn’t arrogant,

nor my eyes lofty;
nor do I concern myself with
great matters,

or things too wonderful for
me.

2 Surely I have stilled and quieted
my soul,

like a weaned child with his
mother,

like a weaned child is my soul
withinme.

3 Israel, hope in Yahweh,
from this time forward and
forever more.

132
A Song of Ascents.
1Yahweh, remember David and all

his affliction,
2how he swore to Yahweh,

and vowed to the Mighty One
of Jacob:

3 “Surely I will not come into the
structure of my house,

nor go up into my bed;
4 I will not give sleep to my eyes,

or slumber to my eyelids,
5until Ifindoutaplace forYahweh,

a dwelling for the Mighty One
of Jacob.”

6 Behold, we heard of it in
Ephrathah.

We found it in the field of Jaar.
7 “We will go into his dwelling

place.
We will worship at his foot-
stool.”

8 Arise, Yahweh, into your resting
place,

you, and the ark of your
strength.

9 Let your priests be clothed with
righteousness.

Let your saints shout for joy!
10For your servant David’s sake,

don’t turn away the face of
your anointed one.

11 Yahweh has sworn to David in
truth.

He will not turn from it:
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“Iwill set the fruit of yourbody
on your throne.

12 If your children will keep my
covenant,

my testimony that I will teach
them,

their children also will sit on
your throne forever more.”

13For Yahweh has chosen Zion.
He has desired it for his habi-
tation.

14 “This is my resting place forever.
I will live here, for I have de-
sired it.

15 I will abundantly bless her pro-
vision.

I will satisfy her poor with
bread.

16 I will also clothe her priests with
salvation.

Her saints will shout aloud for
joy.

17 I will make the horn of David to
bud there.

I have ordained a lamp for my
anointed.

18 I will clothe his enemies with
shame,

but on himself, his crown will
shine.”

133
A Song of Ascents. By David.
1See howgood andhowpleasant it

is
for brothers to live together in
unity!

2 It is like the precious oil on the
head,

that ran down on the beard,
even Aaron’s beard,
that came down on the edge of
his robes,

3 like the dew of Hermon,
that comesdownon thehills of
Zion;

for there Yahweh gives the
blessing,

even life forever more.

134
A Song of Ascents.
1Look! Praise Yahweh, all you ser-

vants of Yahweh,

who stand by night in Yah-
weh’s house!

2 Lift up your hands in the sanctu-
ary.

Praise Yahweh!
3May Yahweh bless you fromZion,

evenhewhomadeheavenand
earth.

135
1Praise Yah!

Praise Yahweh’s name!
Praise him, you servants of
Yahweh,

2youwhostand inYahweh’shouse,
in the courts of our God’s
house.

3Praise Yah, for Yahweh is good.
Sing praises to his name, for
that is pleasant.

4For Yah has chosen Jacob for him-
self,

Israel for his own possession.
5For I know that Yahweh is great,

that our Lord is above all gods.
6 Whatever Yahweh pleased, that

he has done,
in heaven and in earth, in the
seas and in all deeps.

7He causes the clouds to rise from
the ends of the earth.

He makes lightnings with the
rain.

He brings the wind out of his
treasuries.

8He struck the firstborn of Egypt,
both of man and animal.

9 He sent signs and wonders into
themiddle of you, Egypt,

on Pharaoh, and on all his ser-
vants.

10He struckmany nations,
and killedmighty kings—

11 Sihon king of the Amorites,
Og king of Bashan,
and all the kingdoms of
Canaan—

12 and gave their land for a her-
itage,

a heritage to Israel, his people.
13 Your name, Yahweh, endures

forever;
your renown, Yahweh,
throughout all generations.
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14For Yahwehwill judgehis people
and have compassion on his
servants.

15The idols of thenations are silver
and gold,

the work of men’s hands.
16Theyhavemouths, but they can’t

speak.
They have eyes, but they can’t
see.

17 They have ears, but they can’t
hear,

neither is there any breath in
their mouths.

18 Those who make them will be
like them,

yes, everyone who trusts in
them.

19House of Israel, praise Yahweh!
House of Aaron, praise Yah-
weh!

20House of Levi, praise Yahweh!
You who fear Yahweh, praise
Yahweh!

21Blessed be Yahweh from Zion,
who dwells in Jerusalem.

Praise Yah!

136
1 Give thanks to Yahweh, for he is

good,
for his loving kindness en-
dures forever.

2Give thanks to the God of gods,
for his loving kindness en-
dures forever.

3Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

4 to himwho alone does greatwon-
ders,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

5 to him who by understanding
made the heavens,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

6 to him who spread out the earth
above the waters,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

7 to himwhomade the great lights,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

8 the sun to rule by day,
for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

9 the moon and stars to rule by
night,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

10 to him who struck down the
Egyptian firstborn,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

11 and brought out Israel from
among them,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

12with a strong hand, and with an
outstretched arm,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

13 to him who divided the Red Sea
apart,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

14 and made Israel to pass through
themiddle of it,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

15 but overthrew Pharaoh and his
army in the Red Sea,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

16 to him who led his people
through the wilderness,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

17 to himwho struck great kings,
for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

18and killedmighty kings,
for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

19 Sihon king of the Amorites,
for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

20Og king of Bashan,
for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

21and gave their land as an inheri-
tance,
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for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

22 even a heritage to Israel his ser-
vant,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

23who remembered us in our low
estate,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

24 and has delivered us from our
adversaries,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever;

25whogives food toeverycreature,
for his loving kindness en-
dures forever.

26 Oh give thanks to the God of
heaven,

for his loving kindness en-
dures forever.

137
1By the rivers of Babylon, therewe

sat down.
Yes, we wept, when we re-
membered Zion.

2On the willows in that land,
we hung up our harps.

3 For there, those who led us cap-
tive asked us for songs.

Those who tormented us de-
manded songs of joy:

“Sing us one of the songs of
Zion!”

4 How can we sing Yahweh’s song
in a foreign land?

5 If I forget you, Jerusalem,
let my right hand forget its
skill.

6 Let my tongue stick to the roof of
my mouth if I don’t remem-
ber you,

if I don’t prefer Jerusalem
abovemy chief joy.

7 Remember, Yahweh, against the
children of Edom in the day
of Jerusalem,

who said, “Raze it!
Raze it even to its foundation!”

8 Daughter of Babylon, doomed to
destruction,

he will be happy who repays
you,

as you have done to us.
9Happy shall he be,

who takes and dashes your lit-
tle ones against the rock.

138
By David.
1 I will give you thanks with my

whole heart.
Before the gods,* I will sing
praises to you.

2 Iwill bowdown towardyourholy
temple,

and give thanks to your Name
for your loving kindness
and for your truth;

for you have exalted your
Name and yourWord above
all.

3 In the day that I called, you an-
sweredme.

You encouraged me with
strength inmy soul.

4All the kings of the earth will give
you thanks, Yahweh,

for they have heard the words
of yourmouth.

5 Yes, they will sing of the ways of
Yahweh,

for Yahweh’s glory is great!
6For though Yahweh is high, yet he

looks after the lowly;
but he knows the proud from
afar.

7 Though I walk in the middle of
trouble, you will revive me.

You will stretch out your hand
against thewrath ofmy ene-
mies.

Your right handwill saveme.
8 Yahweh will fulfill that which

concerns me.
Your lovingkindness, Yahweh,
endures forever.

Don’t forsake the works of
your own hands.

* 138:1 Theword elohim, used here, usuallymeans “God” but can alsomean “gods”, “princes”,
or “angels”.
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139
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David.
1Yahweh, you have searchedme,

and you knowme.
2 You know my sitting down and

my rising up.
You perceive my thoughts
from afar.

3 You search out my path and my
lying down,

and are acquainted with all
myways.

4 For there is not a word on my
tongue,

butbehold, Yahweh, youknow
it altogether.

5 You hem me in behind and be-
fore.

You laid your hand onme.
6This knowledge is beyondme.

It’s lofty.
I can’t attain it.

7 Where could I go from your
Spirit?

Or where could I flee from
your presence?

8 If I ascendup intoheaven, youare
there.

If I make my bed in Sheol,*
behold, you are there!

9 If I take the wings of the dawn,
and settle in the uttermost
parts of the sea,

10 even there your hand will lead
me,

and your right hand will hold
me.

11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will
overwhelmme.

The light around me will be
night,”

12 even the darkness doesn’t hide
from you,

but the night shines as the day.
The darkness is like light to
you.

13Foryou formedmyinmostbeing.
You knit me together in my
mother’s womb.

14 I will give thanks to you,

for I am fearfully andwonder-
fully made.

Your works are wonderful.
My soul knows that very well.

15 My frame wasn’t hidden from
you,

when I wasmade in secret,
woven together in the depths
of the earth.

16Your eyes sawmy body.
In your book they were all
written,

the days that were ordained
for me,

when as yet there were none
of them.

17 How precious to me are your
thoughts, God!

How vast is their sum!
18 If I would count them, they are

more in number than the
sand.

When Iwakeup, I amstillwith
you.

19 If only you, God, would kill the
wicked.

Get away fromme, you blood-
thirsty men!

20 For they speak against you
wickedly.

Your enemies take your name
in vain.

21 Yahweh, don’t I hate those who
hate you?

Am I not grieved with those
who rise up against you?

22 I hate themwith perfect hatred.
They have become my ene-
mies.

23 Search me, God, and know my
heart.

Try me, and know my
thoughts.

24 See if there is any wicked way in
me,

and lead me in the everlasting
way.

140
For the ChiefMusician. A Psalm by
David.
1 Deliver me, Yahweh, from evil

men.
* 139:8 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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Preserve me from violent
men:

2 those who devise mischief in
their hearts.

They continually gather them-
selves together for war.

3 They have sharpened their
tongues like a serpent.

Viper’s poison is under their
lips.

Selah.
4Yahweh, keepme from the hands

of the wicked.
Preserve me from the violent
men who have determined
to trip my feet.

5 The proud have hidden a snare
for me,

they have spread the cords of
a net by the path.

They have set traps for me.
Selah.

6 I said to Yahweh, “You are my
God.”

Listen to the cry of my peti-
tions, Yahweh.

7Yahweh, the Lord, the strength of
my salvation,

you have covered my head in
the day of battle.

8Yahweh, don’t grant thedesires of
the wicked.

Don’t let their evil plans suc-
ceed, or they will become
proud.

Selah.
9As for the head of those who sur-

roundme,
let the mischief of their own
lips cover them.

10Let burning coals fall on them.
Let them be thrown into the
fire,

into miry pits, from where
they never rise.

11 An evil speaker won’t be estab-
lished in the earth.

Evil will hunt the violent man
to overthrow him.

12 I know that Yahweh will main-
tain the cause of the af-
flicted,

and justice for the needy.

13 Surely the righteous will give
thanks to your name.

The upright will dwell in your
presence.

141
A Psalm by David.
1Yahweh, I have called on you.

Come tome quickly!
Listen to my voice when I call
to you.

2 Let my prayer be set before you
like incense;

the lifting up of my hands like
the evening sacrifice.

3 Set a watch, Yahweh, before my
mouth.

Keep the door of my lips.
4Don’t incline my heart to any evil

thing,
to practice deeds of wicked-
ness withmenwhowork in-
iquity.

Don’t letme eat of their delica-
cies.

5 Let the righteous strike me, it is
kindness;

let him reproveme, it is like oil
on the head;

don’t let my head refuse it;
Yet my prayer is always
against evil deeds.

6Their judges are thrown down by
the sides of the rock.

They will hear my words, for
they are well spoken.

7 “As when one plows and breaks
up the earth,

our bones are scattered at the
mouth of Sheol.”*

8 For my eyes are on you, Yahweh,
the Lord.

I take refuge in you.
Don’t leavemy soul destitute.

9 Keep me from the snare which
they have laid for me,

from the traps of the workers
of iniquity.

10 Let the wicked fall together into
their own nets

while I pass by.
* 141:7 Sheol is the place of the dead.
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142
A contemplation by David, when
he was in the cave. A Prayer.
1 I cry withmy voice to Yahweh.

With my voice, I ask Yahweh
for mercy.

2 I pour out my complaint before
him.

I tell himmy troubles.
3 When my spirit was over-

whelmedwithinme,
you knewmy route.

On the path in which I walk,
they have hidden a snare for
me.

4Look onmy right, and see;
for there is no one who is con-
cerned for me.

Refuge has fled fromme.
No one cares for my soul.

5 I cried to you, Yahweh.
I said, “You aremy refuge,
my portion in the land of the
living.”

6Listen to my cry,
for I am in desperate need.

Deliver me frommy persecutors,
for they are too strong for me.

7Bringmy soul out of prison,
that I may give thanks to your
name.

The righteous will surroundme,
for you will be good tome.

143
A Psalm by David.
1Hearmy prayer, Yahweh.

Listen to my petitions.
In your faithfulness and righ-
teousness, relieveme.

2 Don’t enter into judgment with
your servant,

for in your sight noman living
is righteous.

3For the enemy pursues my soul.
He has struck my life down to
the ground.

He has made me live in dark
places, as those who have
been long dead.

4 Therefore my spirit is over-
whelmedwithinme.

My heart within me is deso-
late.

5 I remember the days of old.
I meditate on all your doings.
I contemplate theworkofyour
hands.

6 I spread out my hands to you.
My soul thirsts for you, like a
parched land.

Selah.
7Hurry to answerme, Yahweh.

My spirit fails.
Don’t hide your face fromme,

so that I don’t become like
those who go down into the
pit.

8 Cause me to hear your loving
kindness in themorning,

for I trust in you.
Cause me to know the way in

which I should walk,
for I lift upmy soul to you.

9Deliverme, Yahweh, frommy en-
emies.

I flee to you to hideme.
10Teachme to do your will,

for you aremy God.
Your Spirit is good.

Leadme in the landofupright-
ness.

11 Revive me, Yahweh, for your
name’s sake.

In your righteousness, bring
my soul out of trouble.

12 In your loving kindness, cut off
my enemies,

and destroy all those who af-
flict my soul,

for I am your servant.

144
By David.
1Blessed be Yahweh, my rock,

who trains my hands to war,
andmy fingers to battle—

2my loving kindness, my fortress,
my high tower, my deliverer,
my shield, and he in whom I
take refuge,

who subduesmypeopleunder
me.
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3 Yahweh, what is man, that you
care for him?

Or the son of man, that you
think of him?

4Man is like a breath.
His days are like a shadow that
passes away.

5 Part your heavens, Yahweh, and
come down.

Touch the mountains, and
they will smoke.

6 Throw out lightning, and scatter
them.

Send out your arrows, and
rout them.

7 Stretch out your hand from
above,

rescue me, and deliver me out
of great waters,

out of the hands of foreigners,
8whosemouths speak deceit,
whose right hand is a right
hand of falsehood.

9 I will sing a new song to you, God.
On a ten-stringed lyre, I will
sing praises to you.

10Youarehewhogives salvation to
kings,

who rescues David, his
servant, from the deadly
sword.

11Rescueme, anddelivermeout of
the hands of foreigners,

whosemouths speak deceit,
whose right hand is a right
hand of falsehood.

12 Then our sons will be like well-
nurtured plants,

our daughters like pillars
carved to adorn a palace.

13Our barns are full, filled with all
kinds of provision.

Our sheep produce thousands
and ten thousands in our
fields.

14Our oxen will pull heavy loads.
There isnobreaking in, andno
going away,

and no outcry in our streets.

15Happy are the people who are in
such a situation.

Happy are the people whose
God is Yahweh.

145
A praise psalm by David.*
1 I will exalt you, my God, the King.

I will praise your name for-
ever and ever.

2Every day I will praise you.
I will extol your name forever
and ever.

3Great is Yahweh, andgreatly to be
praised!

His greatness is unsearchable.
4 One generation will commend

your works to another,
and will declare your mighty
acts.

5 I will meditate on the glorious
majesty of your honor,

on your wondrous works.
6 Men will speak of the might of

your awesome acts.
I will declare your greatness.

7 They will utter the memory of
your great goodness,

and will sing of your righ-
teousness.

8Yahweh is gracious, merciful,
slow to anger, and of great lov-
ing kindness.

9Yahweh is good to all.
His tendermercies are over all
his works.

10 All your works will give thanks
to you, Yahweh.

Your saints will extol you.
11 They will speak of the glory of

your kingdom,
and talk about your power,

12 to make known to the sons of
men his mighty acts,

the glory of the majesty of his
kingdom.

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom.

Your dominion endures
throughout all generations.

* 145: This is anacrostic psalm,with everyverse (including the secondhalf of verse 13) starting
with a consecutive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. † 145:13 Somemanuscripts omit these last
two lines.
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Yahweh is faithful in all his words,
and loving in all his deeds.†

14Yahweh upholds all who fall,
and raises up all thosewhoare
bowed down.

15The eyes of all wait for you.
You give them their food in
due season.

16You open your hand,
and satisfy the desire of every
living thing.

17 Yahweh is righteous in all his
ways,

and gracious in all his works.
18 Yahweh is near to all those who

call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.

19He will fulfill the desire of those
who fear him.

He alsowill hear their cry, and
will save them.

20Yahweh preserves all those who
love him,

but he will destroy all the
wicked.

21My mouth will speak the praise
of Yahweh.

Let all flesh bless his holy
name forever and ever.

146
1Praise Yah!

Praise Yahweh, my soul.
2While I live, I will praise Yahweh.

I will sing praises tomyGod as
long as I exist.

3Don’t put your trust in princes,
in a son ofman inwhom there
is no help.

4His spirit departs, and he returns
to the earth.

In that very day, his thoughts
perish.

5 Happy is he who has the God of
Jacob for his help,

whose hope is in Yahweh, his
God,

6whomade heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps truth forever;

7 who executes justice for the op-
pressed;

who gives food to the hungry.

Yahweh frees the prisoners.
8Yahweh opens the eyes of the
blind.

Yahweh raises up those who
are bowed down.

Yahweh loves the righteous.
9Yahweh preserves the foreigners.

He upholds the fatherless and
widow,

but he turns the way of the
wicked upside down.

10Yahwehwill reign forever;
your God, O Zion, to all gener-
ations.

Praise Yah!

147
1Praise Yah,

for it is good to sing praises to
our God;

for it is pleasant and fitting to
praise him.

2Yahweh builds up Jerusalem.
He gathers together the out-
casts of Israel.

3He heals the broken in heart,
and binds up their wounds.

4 He counts the number of the
stars.

He calls them all by their
names.

5 Great is our Lord, and mighty in
power.

His understanding is infinite.
6Yahweh upholds the humble.

He brings the wicked down to
the ground.

7 Sing to Yahweh with thanksgiv-
ing.

Sing praises on the harp to our
God,

8who covers the sky with clouds,
who prepares rain for the
earth,

who makes grass grow on the
mountains.

9 He provides food for the live-
stock,

and for the young ravens
when they call.

10Hedoesn’t delight in the strength
of the horse.
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He takes no pleasure in the
legs of a man.

11 Yahweh takes pleasure in those
who fear him,

in thosewhohope inhis loving
kindness.

12Praise Yahweh, Jerusalem!
Praise your God, Zion!

13For he has strengthened the bars
of your gates.

He has blessed your children
within you.

14Hemakes peace in your borders.
He fills you with the finest of
the wheat.

15He sends out his commandment
to the earth.

His word runs very swiftly.
16He gives snow like wool,

and scatters frost like ashes.
17He hurls down his hail like peb-

bles.
Who can stand before his
cold?

18He sends out hisword, andmelts
them.

He causes his wind to blow,
and the waters flow.

19He shows his word to Jacob,
his statutesandhisordinances
to Israel.

20He has not done this for just any
nation.

They don’t know his ordi-
nances.

Praise Yah!

148
1Praise Yah!

Praise Yahweh from the heav-
ens!

Praise him in the heights!
2Praise him, all his angels!

Praise him, all his army!
3Praise him, sun andmoon!

Praise him, all you shining
stars!

4 Praise him, you heavens of heav-
ens,

you waters that are above the
heavens.

5Let them praise Yahweh’s name,
for he commanded, and they
were created.

6He has also established them for-
ever and ever.

He has made a decree which
will not pass away.

7Praise Yahweh from the earth,
you great sea creatures, and
all depths,

8 lightning and hail, snow and
clouds,

stormy wind, fulfilling his
word,

9mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars,

10wild animals and all livestock,
small creatures and flying
birds,

11 kings of the earth and all peo-
ples,

princes and all judges of the
earth,

12both youngmen andmaidens,
old men and children.

13Let them praise Yahweh’s name,
for his name alone is exalted.
His glory is above the earth
and the heavens.

14 He has lifted up the horn of his
people,

the praise of all his saints,
evenof the childrenof Israel, a
people near to him.

Praise Yah!

149
1Praise Yahweh!

Sing to Yahweh a new song,
his praise in the assembly of
the saints.

2 Let Israel rejoice in him who
made them.

Let the children of Zion be joy-
ful in their King.

3 Let them praise his name in the
dance!

Let them sing praises to him
with tambourine and harp!

4 For Yahweh takes pleasure in his
people.

He crowns the humble with
salvation.

5Let the saints rejoice in honor.
Let them sing for joy on their
beds.
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6May the high praises of God be in
their mouths,

and a two-edged sword in
their hand,

7 to execute vengeance on the na-
tions,

and punishments on the peo-
ples;

8 to bind their kings with chains,
and theirnobleswith fetters of
iron;

9 to execute on them the written
judgment.

All his saints have this honor.
Praise Yah!

150
1Praise Yah!

Praise God in his sanctuary!

Praise him in his heavens for
his acts of power!

2Praise him for his mighty acts!
Praise him according to his ex-
cellent greatness!

3 Praise him with the sounding of
the trumpet!

Praise himwith harp and lyre!
4 Praise him with tambourine and

dancing!
Praise him with stringed in-
struments and flute!

5Praise himwith loud cymbals!
Praise him with resounding
cymbals!

6 Let everything that has breath
praise Yah!

Praise Yah!
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