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INTRODUCTION

The Byzantine Text

The Byzantine text is the historically
dominant form of the Greek New Tes-
tament. As a result, it was the Textus
Receptus, a close relative of the Byzan-
tine text compiled from a small num-
ber of manuscripts, that was the dom-
inant form of the printed Greek New
Testament from the early sixteenth cen-
tury to the late nineteenth century. In
1881, however, the Textus Receptus was
effectively supplanted by Westcott and
Hort's Greek New Testament, particularly

in academic circles. Westcott and Hort
prepared their Greek text on the as-

sumption that there was a recension of
the Byzantine text in the fourth century
that became the basis for all subsequent
Byzantine manuscripts. Based on this
assumption, Westcott and Hort counted
(or discounted) the overwhelming ma-
jority of Byzantine manuscripts as orig-
inating from a single formal recension
source, removing them from the equa-
tion, so that they could give preference
to a small handful of manuscripts, par-
ticularly Codex Vaticanus (B) and Codex
Sinaiticus (X). Although the assumption
of a fourth century recension has now
largely been discredited due to a complete
lack of evidence, Westcott and Hort's pref-
erence for a small handful of manuscripts
has endured, and the modern critical

editions of Nestle-Aland and UBS have
become the standard Greek text accepted

in academic circles today.

Yet there are critical flaws in the under-
lying methodology of the reasoned eclec-

ticism that is practiced in the editions
of Nestle-Aland and UBS. In his essay
“The Case for Byzantine Priority,” Dr.
Maurice Robinson makes the following
observation:

x .
: Here the word average refers to the median rather than the mean. T

Modern eclecticism creates a text
which, within repeated short se-

quences, rapidly degenerates into
one possessing no support among
manuscript, versional, or patristic
witnesses. The problem deteriorates
further as the scope of sequential

variation increases.
In other words, when the text-critical
decisions of the editors of Nestle-Aland
and UBS are considered over the course
of a few verses (and sometimes over the
course of only one verse), it is often the

case that the resulting text as a whole
has no support in any Greek manuscript,
ancient translation, or quotation from
the church fathers; rather, it is a con-
jectural text. This critical flaw of the
modern eclectic approach has never been
adequately addressed by its proponents.
For this reason and others, some pre-
fer the Byzantine text, which is based
on the overwhelming majority of Greek
manuscripts.

The Byzantine text is not quite the
same as the Textus Receptus, which is

the textual basis of the New Testament
in the King James Version and the New

King James Version. While the Textus
Receptus is within the Byzantine family
of texts, the first edition of Erasmus'
Greek New Testament was produced from
only seven manuscripts. Although those
manuscripts were from the Byzantine
family, they contained some readings that
have very little support among Greek
manuscripts.

Due to the shortcomings of modern

critical texts as well as the Textus Re-
ceptus, the Byzantine Text Version has

been translated from The New Testa-
ment in the Original Greek: Byzantine

Textform 2018 by Robinson and Pier-
pont. On average,” when there are
variants among Greek manuscripts, the
readings adopted by Robinson and Pier-
pont are supported by 96% of the Greek

manuscripts in the Gospels,f 90% of the
Greek manuscripts in Acts and the Epis-

Except for the Pericope Adulterae

(John 7:53-8:11), in which the Greek manuscripts are fairly evenly divided between three main families.



tles, and 64% of the Greek manuscripts in
Revelation. These Byzantine manuscripts,
which number in the low thousands, rep-
resent many individual streams of trans-
mission. And while they are generally
later in date, they were all copied from
earlier manuscripts of the same text type.
Even Westcott and Hort acknowledge that
the Byzantine text dates at least as far
back as the fourth century, which is
contemporaneous with Codex Vaticanus
(B) and Codex Sinaiticus (X). Thus the
Byzantine textform is ancient, highly uni-
form, and well attested by a variety
of independent streams of transmission.
Therefore it has a strong claim toward
being the original text of the New Testa-
ment. Those seeking further information
are encouraged to read Robinson's essay
in full.

Translation Philosophy

The Byzantine Text Version follows
an “optimal equivalence” philosophy of
translation, employing a literary style
that is reminiscent of the Tyndale-King
James legacy while flowing smoothly and
naturally in modern English. Within the
framework of an “optimal equivalence”
philosophy, it is often possible to achieve

a clear and natural translation while
following an “essentially literal” or “word-

for-word” approach. There are occasions,
however, when a “word-for-word” ap-
proach would result in renderings that
are unclear, unnatural, confusing, and/or
misleading. In such instances the Byzan-
tine Text Version employs a more dynamic
approach. Usually this requires only mi-
nor adjustments to make the translation
conform to natural English usage and
style. At times, however, a “thought-for-
thought” translation is required to avoid
confusing or misleading the reader. For
example, an “essentially literal” render-
ing of Romans 14:22 would read, “Do youi
have faith? Have it privately before God.”
Although this translation would be clear
and natural English, it could potentially

mislead the reader into thinking that a
person should not share his or her faith
with others. As a result, Romans 14:22
has been rendered, “Do yov have a firm
belief about these things? Have it pri-
vately before God.” Another example is 1
Timothy 4:13, in which Paul literally tells
Timothy to “give attention to reading.” A

literal translation makes it sound like Paul
is advising Timothy to read more books,

but in reality he is advising him not to
neglect the public reading of Scripture.
As a result, the Greek has been rendered,
“give attention to the public reading of
Scripture.”

Matters of Orthography

The translation of 1 Timothy 4:13 serves
as a good example that it is sometimes
necessary to add words in English that are
not present in the Greek. In adding such
words in the Byzantine Text Version, every
effort has been made to avoid introducing
a high degree of interpretation into the
text, focusing instead on smoothing out
the English and avoiding renderings that

would confuse or mislead the reader.
The practice of italicizing words that

are added in English to give clarity to
the Greek has not been employed in

this translation. While there are some
advantages to italicizing (or otherwise

marking) words that have been added
in English, there are some disadvantages
as well. First, no English translation
carries out this practice thoroughly and
consistently; in particular, many articles
are not italicized when they are added in
English translation. Furthermore, if this
practice were to be carried out thoroughly
and consistently, the resultant text would
be littered with italicized words, creating
a visual distraction. Second, there is no
practical way of indicating which Greek
words have been left untranslated, leav-
ing the impression that, although some
words have been added in English, no
words have been left untranslated, which
is not the case for any English translation.

¥ : The alternate letter (v) is used to indicate second person singular as explained below in the section called

Matters of Orthography.



Third, in modern English the use of ital-
ics implies emphasis, and it is awkward
when relatively minor words seem to be
emphasized. It would make more sense
to put such words in brackets, but that
would be quite distracting visually. Con-
sequently, words that have been added in
English are not marked in the Byzantine
Text Version.

Although words that have been added
in English are not marked, the difference
between second person singular and sec-
ond person plural is marked. One of
the greatest advantages of archaic trans-
lations like the King James Version is the
ability to differentiate between second
person singular and second person plural
by the use of archaic pronouns such as
thou and ye. In order to maintain these
distinctions, the Byzantine Text Version
differentiates between second person sin-
gular and second person plural by using
an alternate letter (v) in second person
singular pronouns. Consequently, the
words yov, yovr, and yovrs indicate sec-
ond person singular, while the words you,
your, and yours indicate second person
plural. The casual reader will barely
notice the difference, while the careful

reader will be able to dlscern whether the
pronoun is singular or plural.

Gender Language

The problem of gender in language is
primarily a linguistic one. Both Greek
and English lack a third person singular
pronoun that is neutral with reference to
the gender of a person. The closest that
English has is the word they, but this term
is generally awkward as a third person
singular pronoun, often implying plural-
ity. When a third person singular pro-
noun refers to a specific individual, it can
often be translated in a more specific way,
such as the man, the woman, the child,
or the one. However, such renderings
become more difficult when referring to
any person in general. Traditionally, both
Greek and English have used the third

person singular masculine pronoun to re-
fer to a person in general (whether male
or female). This traditional practice is
maintained in the Byzantine Text Version

when it is not feasible or natural to use a
more specific rendering.

The Greek word anthropos often refers
to a human being or person or humanity
in general, rather than to a male person.
Consequently, when referring to an indi-
vidual or individuals the word anthropos
is generally translated as person, people,
or others unless it clearly refers to a male
or males, in which case it is translated as
man or men. However, when referring
to humanity as a whole or human beings
in contrast to God, the word anthropos
is generally translated as man, men, or
mankind. This is due to stylistic purposes
as alternate renderings such as person,
people, human, human being, humanity,
and humankind can be awkward in these
contexts.§ Modern English dictionaries
list human being as one of the definitions
of man, and that is often the sense in
which it is used in this translation. While

the word man is often used to translate
anthropos, masculine adjectives that refer

to a type of person in general are usually
translated with person rather than man,
for example, a righteous person rather
than a righteous man. But if the adjective
is clearly describing a male, the word man
is used instead of person.

The Greek term adelphoi presents an-
other challenge in English translation as
it can refer either specifically to brothers
or more generally to brothers and sisters.
Here the book of Acts is a helpful guide as
the term andres adelphoi is used thirteen
times. This term literally means men
brothers, and it seems to favor inter-
preting adelphoi as referring primarily

to brothers rather than to brothers and
sisters. While modern English-speaking

cultures may frown upon the exclusion
of women in the terms of address used by
the apostles, the task of translation should
not superimpose modern cultural norms
on ancient texts. Thus the Byzantine Text

§ : Nevertheless, the term human is used when it sounds more natural than man, men, or mankind.



Version translates adelphoi as brothers.
Nevertheless, the reader should keep in
mind that, from a purely grammatical
perspective, brothers can also be trans-
lated as brothers and sisters (except for
the thirteen times andres adelphoi is used
in Acts).

The translation of the word uioi as sons,
even when it refers to a group of men and
women, also requires some explanation.
In biblical cultures, it was primarily the
sons who had the rights of inheritance.

Thus when the New Testament refers to
Christian believers as sons, it carries the
connotation that they are heirs who will

receive an inheritance (see Galatians 4:7).
So when females are referred to as sons,
they are designated as fellow recipients
of the inheritance. Thus it is actually
a progressive notion, which elevates the
status of women as heirs of the promises

of God. To translate the Greek as children
instead of sons would detract from that
point. Consequently, the Byzantine Text

Version usually translates the Greek word
uioi as sons. One notable exception is
Luke 20:34, where it would be awkward

to translate uioi as sons because sons are
not “given in marrlage 7 Consequently,

the word uioi is translated as people in
Luke 20:34.

Colophons

Many Greek manuscripts include in-
teresting scribal notes in the colophons
of the Gospels and Pauline epistles. In
the Gospels these notes give the date of
publication. In the Pauline epistles they
give details about the place of authorship,
who delivered the epistle, and, in the

pastoral epistles, details about the recip-

ient. Because these are scribal notes and
not the sacred text itself, they should not

be considered infallible. However, most

readers do not even realize that these
notes exist, especially in the Gospels.

Although these notes are not included in
Robinson and Pierpont's Greek text, they

are included in_this translation to enable
readers to make their own judgments

about their validity.

The Text-Critical English New Testa-
ment

The Text-Critical English New Testament
is an edition of the Byzantine Text Version
that documents translatable differences™
found in the editions of the Greek New

Testament listed below. The editions
are listed in the footnotes only when

they differ in English translation from

Robinson and Pierpont's 2018 Greek text.t
If a particular edition is not listed in
a footnote, it means that it agrees with
the English translation of Robinson and
Pierpont's text.

Some minor differences that would be apparent in a strictly literal translation are not apparent in the

Byzantine Text Version due to the “optimal equivalence” philosophy of translation. When there is no clearcut
distinction in translation, minor differences involving word order, phrasing, conjunctions, articles, prepositions,
and the like are generally ignored. Because an “optimal equivalence” translation often requires the use of actual
names or referents in place of pronouns, textual differences involving the use of names or referents as opposed
to pronouns are also generally ignored unless the specific referent would not be entirely clear from the pronoun
alone (as in Matthew 28:6 where Jesus would be the more obvious referent, rather than the Lord). Variant spellings
of proper names are footnoted only for names that are relatively obscure. Variant readings are usually translated
using the same philosophy of “optimal equivalence” employed in the main text. However, when editors “follow
the harder reading,” it is sometimes necessary to use a more literal translation. T: For the purposes of

comparison, typographical errors in the compared editions have been corrected. See Appendix B for a list of
corrections.
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In addition to the editions listed above,
the following manuscript families are
documented in the book of Revelation.
These families are documented only
when there is a general consensus™ for
the family and the English translation

differs from the Robinson and Pierpont
text.

his modlﬁcatlon of Beza's fifth edition
in 1881. When people think about the

Textus Receptus today, they think pri-
marily of Stephanus' 1550 edition and
Scrivener's 1881 edition.

Editions of the Critical Text

Westcott and Hort published their Greek
New Testament in 1881, basing their text-
critical decisions on the possibility that
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The Textus Receptus

While it is common to refer to the Textus
Receptus as a single entity, in reality

there are various editions of the Textus
Receptus, which all differ from one an-

other. Although Erasmus was the first
to publish what became known as the
Textus Receptus, it was Robert Estienne
(Stephanus) who came to shape the text
as we know it today. Stephanus' third
edition (published in 1550 and known

ferred as correct. Although they never
proved this possibility from the actual
manuscript evidence, their theory paved
the way for future editions of the critical
text. Following in the footsteps of West-
cott and Hort, the Nestle-Aland editions

have now become the standard Greek text
in most academic circles today. Closely

aligned with the Nestle-Aland editions is
the Editio Critica Maior, which thus far
has only published Mark, Acts, and the
Catholic Epistles. The Editio Critica Maior

For the purposes of this volume, K is considered to have a general consensus when Hodges and Farstad's
apparatus shows that a reading is supported by M2 (but not MaPY), Similarly, Ap is considered to have a general

consensus when Hodges and Farstad's apparatus shows that a reading is supported by M4 and M® (but not

MAPt or MEPY). Hodges and Farstad's families M? and M€ correspond with Hoskier's Egyptian and Erasmian
families, respectively, and together provide a good representation of Av. In Revelation 7:5-8, however, Hodges

and Farstad's apparatus incorrectly indicates that the TR readings are supported by M4 and M®. For those notes,

Hodges and Farstad's apparatus is not followed.



is unique in the sense that it uses a split
guiding line for hundreds of readings.
This means that, in many instances, there
is no single base text. When compared
to the twenty-seventh edition of Nestle-
Aland, the changes introduced in the

Editio Critica Maior at times move in the
direction of the Byzantine Text. Another

modern critical text that presents slightly
different readings is the SBL Greek New
Testament, edited by Michael Holmes.
Following the same general methodology
as the editors of Nestle-Aland, Holmes

differs from Nestle-Aland in over six
hundred places, providing an alternate

perspective within the eclectic tradition.
A fourth critical text that presents slightly
different readings is The Greek New Tes-
tament, Produced at Tyndale House, Cam-
bridge, which its editors say is rooted in
the earliest manuscripts and relies upon
the study of scribal habits to inform text-
critical decisions.

Modern Editions of the Byzantine Text

Although the Byzantine text is quite stable
for the vast majority of the New Tes-
tament, in the Pericope Adulterae (John

7:53-8:11) and the book of Revelation
the degree of variation among Byzan-

tine manuscripts increases significantly.
Partly in response to this high degree
of variation in the Pericope Adulterae
and the book of Revelation, Wilbur Pick-
ering published The Greek New Testa-
ment according to Family 35. Family
35 (also known as KY) is a large family
of highly uniform manuscripts within
the Byzantine text tradition. It is the
only family of manuscripts that has a
demonstrable archetype for every book

of the New Testament. This means_that
even in the Pericope Adulterae and the

book of Revelation, there is little question
as to the reading of Family 35. Many,
however, argue that the high level of
uniformity among manuscripts in Family
35 is the result of a systematic recension.
Whatever the case may be, the readings
of Family 35 at times represent fewer
than 20% of extant Greek manuscripts,
and there are no extant manuscripts for

this family prior to the eleventh century.
Nevertheless, Pickering's edition provides
important documentation of a large but
late family within the Byzantine text tra-
dition.

In addition to the Textus Receptus and
Family 35, the present volume also doc-

uments translatable differences found in
The Greek New Testament According to the

Majority Text, edited by Zane Hodges and
Arthur Farstad. The edition of Hodges
and Farstad differs very little from that of
Robinson and Pierpont with the exception
of the Pericope Adulterae and the book of
Revelation, where it follows a stemmatic
approach for determining the original
Greek text. Using this stemmatic ap-
proach, Hodges and Farstad hypothesize
family trees to show the relationships
of various manuscript families. They

then make text-critical decisions based on
those hypothetical family trees. This ap-

proach provides an alternate perspective
to the main Byzantine textform.

The Greek New Testament of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate of Constantinople,
edited by Basileios Antoniades, provides
one further witness to the Byzantine text
family. This edition relies more heavily
on readings found in Greek lectionaries
than any other edition of the Greek New
Testament. At times it includes readings
with very little support among Greek
manuscripts. Many of these readings are
printed in small type in the 1904 and 1912
editions to indicate doubt on the part of
the editor as to their originality. This
text, also known as the Patriarchal Text,
is used in the Greek-speaking Orthodox
Churches.

Robinson and Pierpont's Alternate Byzan-
tine Readings
In addition to documenting translatable

differences found in the editions de-
scribed above, The Text-Critical English

New Testament also documents translat-
able differences found in Robinson and
Pierpont's alternate Byzantine readings.
For the bulk of the New Testament, Robin-
son and Pierpont follow Von Soden's fam-

ily KX. When KX is nearly evenly divided,



Robinson and Pierpont generally follow
the portion of KX that is also supported by
K'', while listing the alternate Byzantine
reading in the margin.

In the Pericope Adulterae (John 7:53-
8:11), the Byzantine manuscript tradi-
tion is nearly evenly divided between

three main subfamilies known as ps, u6,
and n7 (which is closely linked to KY).
Robinson and Pierpont follow u5, Hodges
and Farstad follow p6, and Pickering
follows u7. The Textus Receptus generally

follows p5 but occasionally follows u6
or an alternate reading. However, this
is due more to an accident of history
than to any intentional decision on the

part of the various editors. When u5
is nearly evenly divided, Robinson and

Pierpont list the alternate p5 readings in
the margin. They also list in the margin

the primary readings of p6 as well as

the alternate readings of u6 when that
subfamily is nearly evenly divided.

In Revelation, there are three large
families of manuscripts. K represents

the main Koine tradition in Revela-
tion and is comprised of approximately

eighty disparate manuscripts that repre-
sent many copying eras and locations.T
Av is comprised of approximately sixty
manuscripts that contain or derive from
the fourth-century commentary of An-

dreas of Caesarea.f This family is much
less cohesive than K, frequently being di-
vided in support of two or more readings.
The third family is the Complutensian
group. It is comprised of approximately
forty manuscripts that are highly uniform
and tend to align with the readings of the

T : Family K is also known as Q or mK. I :

Family Av is also known as MmA. § :

Complutensian Polyglot. This family is

closely linked to K' and generally agrees

with either K or Av. These three families
account for approximately 60% of the

manuscripts of Revelation.

As is the case with the Pericope Adul-
terae, editors of the Byzantine text take
different approaches to the three main
manuscript families in Revelation. The
Textus Receptus often follows Aw, but,
again, this is due more to an accident of
history than to any intentional decision
on the part of the various editors. Pick-
ering follows the Complutensian family
exactly. Hodges and Farstad follow K
very closely, departing from it only on
rare occasions. Robinson and Pierpont
also generally prefer the readings of K.
At times, however, they follow Av, par-
ticularly when a significant number of
K manuscripts abandon their group con-

sensus and align with the Ap reading.§
Whenever a reading is nearly evenly
divided, Robinson and Pierpont list the
alternate reading(s) in the margin.

Manuscript Percentages

For sets of variants that have been fully
collated in the Text und Textwert volumes,
the manuscript percentages supporting
each variant are listed.* These per-
centages are based upon the underlying
Greek text and not the English translation
(which can often be paired with more
than one Greek variant). Percentages that
appear in curly brackets indicate that a

different Greek text underlies the same
English translation. For example, the

footnote in Hebrews 7:14 reads as follows:
priesthood 63.4% {TR 20.2%} | priests CT

1.5%
In this case, there are three variants in
the Greek text. The main text is found in

In a few instances,

Robinson and Pierpont depart from K due to other transmissional and orthographic considerations. : In

the book of Philemon, variants that are not collated in Text und Textwert have been calculated from Matthew
Solomon's collation. In the book of Jude, variants that are not collated in Text und Textwert have been calculated
from Joey McCollum's tabulations of Tommy Wasserman's collation. These percentages are placed in brackets to
differentiate them from the percentages calculated from Text und Textwert. Bruce Morrill's collation has not been
used to calculate additional manuscript percentages in John 18 because there are questions as to the accuracy of
his collation. For example, Morrill completely overlooks the variant reading nuw for the first occurrence of vuw
in verse 39.



63.4% of manuscripts and is translated as
priesthood. The TR text is found in 20.2%
of manuscripts and is also translated as
priesthood. The CT text is found in 1.5% of
manuscripts and is translated as priests.
So although the main Greek text and the
Greek text of TR are different, they are
both translated the same way in English.

Curly brackets are also used when one or

more variants are translated in the same
way but differ from the translation of the

main text. For example, the first footnote
in Revelation 4:3 reads as follows:

It 79.2% | He who was sitting on it CT

{15.1%} TR {2.7%}

In this case, the Greek texts of CT and TR
are not the same. Nevertheless, they are
both translated as “He who was sitting on
it,” which differs from the translation of
the main Greek text. So {15.1%} indicates
the percentage of manuscripts that sup-
port the Greek text of CT, while {2.7%}
indicates the percentage of manuscripts
that support the Greek text of TR.

It should be noted that, while manuscript
percentages are not the sole factor to be

considered in the task of textual criti-
cism, they should not be ignored either,

particularly when they demonstrate the
dominance of a particular text type. (See
Appendix A for details about the calcula-
tion of manuscript percentages.)

An analysis of the Text und Textwert data
yields the manuscript percentage aver-
ages listed in the tables below. The RP
percentages are based on every variant

unit presented in Text und Textwert.t The
percentages for all the other editions ap-
ply only when the editions differ from the
RP text. Due to the presence of outliers
in the data, the median is presented
along with the mean, as the median may
very well provide a truer picture of the
“average” manuscript percentages. Using
the tables below, the reader can make
a general estimate of the percentage of

manuscripts supporting any given read-
ing that is not documented in Text und
Textwert. However, the reader should be
aware that any given variant may devi-
ate greatly from the averages presented
below.

Gospels
Edition | Mean | Median
RP 91.9% | 95.8%
BYZ 35.4% | 37.0%
PCK 28.6% | 28.6%
ST 18.5% | 16.2%
SCR 18.3% | 16.4%
TR 17.7% | 15.3%
ANT 13.7% | 7.7%
TH 3.2% | 1.0%
CT 2.9% 1.0%
SBL 2.9% |[1.0%
WH 2.8% |[1.0%
NAZT [ 27% | 1.0%
HF — —1

Acts & Epistles
Edition | Mean | Median
RP 86.1% | 89.7%
BYZ 32.5% | 38.8%
HF 32.3% | 40.6%
PCK 28.7% | 25.9%
ANT 16.1% | 13.6%
TR 15.7% | 8.1%
ST 15.2% | 8.1%
SCR 14.6% | 9.2%
TH 6.6% | 4.4%
CT 6.5% |4.4%
SBL 6.3% | 4.3%
NAZ7 [ 6.2% | 4.3%
WH 6.0% |4.1%

Revelation

T : The Text und Textwert volumes present a total of 1,043 variant units. However, the collations for five of
those units are incorrect. Those five variant units are therefore excluded from the percentage of manuscript
calculations. In 166 variant units all the editions compared in this volume agree. (See Appendix A for more
information.) Solomon's and Wasserman's collations are not considered in the calculation of these averages.



Edition | Mean | Median
RP 64.4% | 63.7%
PCK 36.8% | 38.2%
BYZ 36.7% | 37.4%
HF 35.7% | 36.8%
ANT 24.5% | 25.6%
TR 24.1% | 22.9%
SCR 23.8% | 22.9%
ST 23.7% | 22.9%
CT 16.5% | 11.3%
WH 16.4% | 11.3%
SBL 16.1% | 10.1%
TH 15.8% | 10.0%
NA27 [ 15.6% | 9.5%




THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 1:1

THE GOSPE,II_.‘ GACCORDING
MATTHEW

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham.

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac
was the father of Jacob, Jacob was the
father of Judah and his brothers, 3 Judah
was the father of Perez and Zerah by
Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron,
Hezron was the father of Ram, 4 Ram was
the father of Amminadab, Amminadab
was the father of Nahshon, Nahshon was
the father of Salmon, 3 Salmon was the
father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the
father of Obed by Ruth, Obed was the
father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse was the father
of David the king.

David *the king was the father of
Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 Solomon
was the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam
was the father of Abijah, Abijah was the
father of TAsa, 8 Asa was the father of
Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat was the father
of Joram, Joram was the father of Uzziah,
9Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham
was the father of Ahaz, Ahaz was the
father of Hezekiah, 10 Hezekiah was the
father of Manasseh, Manasseh was the
father of fAmon, Amon was the father
of Josiah, 11 and Josiah was the father of
Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of
the Babylonian resettlement.

12 After the Babylonian resettlement,
Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel,
Shealtiel was the father of Zerubbabel,
13 Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud,
Abiud was the father of Eliakim, Eliakim
was the father of Azor, 14 Azor was the
father of Zadok, Zadok was the father of
Achim, Achim was the father of Eliud,
15 Eliud was the father of Eleazar, Eleazar
was the father of Matthan, Matthan was
the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob was the
father of Joseph the husband of Mary,
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of whom was born Jesus, who is called

Christ. _
17 So all the generations from Abra-

ham to David are fourteen generations,
and from David to the Babylonian reset-
tlement fourteen generations, and from
the Babylonian resettlement to the Christ
fourteen generations.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took
place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they
came together, she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband
Joseph, being righteous and not willing to
shame her publicly, intended to send her
away privately. 20 But as he thought about
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, Son of David, do not be afraid to
receive Mary as yovur wife, for the child
that is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and
yovu shall name him Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins.” 22 All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken
through the prophet:

23 “Behold, the virgin will conceive and
give birth to a son,
and they will name him Immanuel”

(which means, “God with us”). 24 When
Joseph awoke from his sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him. He
took his wife, 25 but knew her not until
she had given birth to Sher firstborn son.
And he named him Jesus.

2

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea, in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east arrived
in Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For

we saw his star in the east and have
come to worship him.” 3When Herod the

king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. 4 So he assembled
all the chief priests and scribes of the

* 1:6 the king | —CT T 17 Asa, Asa | Asaph, Asaph CT 110 Amon, Amon | Amos, Amos CT § 1:25

her firstborn 98.6% | a CT 0.5%
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people, and inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by
the prophet,

6 ‘But yov Bethlehem, land of Judah,
are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah;
for from yov will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Is-
rael.””

7 Then Herod secretly called the wise

men and ascertained from them what
time the star had appeared. & He sent

them to Bethlehem and said, “Go search
diligently for the child, and when you
have found him, bring me word so that
I too may come and worship him.” 9 They
listened to the king and went on their
way, and behold, the star that they had

seen in the east went before them until it
came and stopped over the place where

the child was. 10 When they saw the
star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great
joy. 11 As they came into the house and
*saw the child with Mary his mother,
they fell down and worshiped him. Then
they opened their treasures and offered
him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
12 And being warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed for their
own country by another way.

13 After they were gone, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream, saying, “Rise, take the child and
his mother and flee to Egypt, and stay
there until I tell yov, for Herod is about
to seek the child, to destroy him.” 14 So
Joseph rose, took the child and his mother
by night, and departed for Egypt, 1> where
he stayed until the death of Herod. This

was to fulfill what the Lord had said
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I

called my son.”

16 When Herod saw that he had been
fooled by the wise men, he was greatly
enraged and sent men to kill all the boys
in Bethlehem and in its vicinity who were

* 2:11 saw ! found ST T 2:18 wailing, weeping, 99%
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two years old and under, according to

the time that he had ascertained from the
wise men. 17 Then what was spoken by

Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:

18 “A voice was heard in Ramabh,
fwailing, weeping, and great lamen-
tation,
Rachel weeping for her children,

and she would not be comforted,
because they are no more.”

19 After Herod died, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child
and his mother, and go to the land of
Israel, for those who sought the life of
the child are dead.” 21 So Joseph rose,
took the child and his mother, and went

to the land of Israel. 22 But when he
heard that Archelaus was reigning over

Judea instead of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. And being warned in
a dream, he withdrew to the district of
Galilee 23 and came and dwelt in a town
called Nazareth, so that what had been
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled:
“He will be called a Nazarene.”

3

1 In those days John the Baptist came
preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has

drawn near.” 3 This is the one who was
spoken of by Isaiah the prophet, who said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilder-
ness,

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.””

4 Now John wore a garment of camel's
hair and a leather belt around his waist,
and his food was locusts and wild honey.
5 Then Jerusalem was going out to him,
and so were all Judea and all the region
around the Jordan. 6 They were being
baptized by him in the *Jordan, confess-
ing their sins.

i weeping CT 0.7% * 3:6 Jordan | river Jordan CT
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7 But when John saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of
vipers, who warned you to flee from the

coming wrath? 8 Produce ffruit consistent
with repentance. 9 And do not think
that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father;’ for I tell you that
God is able from these stones to raise up

children to Abraham. 19Even now the axe
is laid at the root of the trees. Every tree

therefore that does not produce good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 “T baptize you with water for repen-
tance, but he who is coming after me is
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit. 12 His winnowing fork
is in his hand, and he will thoroughly
clean out his threshing floor and gather
his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he
will burn up with unquenchable fire.”

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the
Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.
14 But John tried to prevent him, saying,
“I need to be baptized by yov, and do yov
come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him,
“Permit it for now, for thus it is fitting for
us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John
permitted him. 16 After being baptized, Je-
sus immediately went up from the water.
And behold, the heavens were opened
Sto him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on
him. 17 And behold, a voice from heaven
said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased.”

4

1Then Jesus was led up into the wilder-
ness by the Spirit to be tempted by the
devil. 2 After fasting for forty days and
forty nights, he was hungry. 3 Then the
tempter came up “to him and said, “If yov
are the Son of God, command these stones
to become bread.” 4 But Jesus answered,
“It is written,
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‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God.””

> Then the devil took him to the holy city,
set him on the pinnacle of the temple,
6 and said to him, “If yov are the Son
of God, throw yovrself down, for it is
written,

‘He will command his angels concerning
yov,’

and,

‘In their hands they will lift yov up,
so that yov do not strike yovur foot
against a stone.””

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written,
‘You shall not put the Lord your God to
the test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a
very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their glory.
9 And he said to him, “All these things I
will give yov, if yov will fall down and
worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him,

“fGet behind me, Satan! For it is written,

‘You shall worship the Lord your God,
and him only shall yov serve.””

11 Then the devil left him, and behold,
angels came and ministered to him.

12 Now when Jesus heard that John
had been put in prison, he withdrew to
Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth, he went
and dwelt at Capernaum by the sea, in
the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so
that what had been spoken by Isaiah the
prophet might be fulfilled:

15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
way of the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles,
16 the people sitting in darkness
have seen a great light,

T 3:8 fruit i fruits TR fan Spirit | Spirit and fire ANT CT TR § 3:16 to him 99.3% i\ — SBL WH 0.3%
* 4:3 to him and said | and said to him CT T 4:10 Get behind me 87.6% | Go away CT TR 11.7%
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and on those sitting in the region and

shadow of death
light has dawned.”

17 From that time Jesus began to preach,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
drawn near.”

18 As Jesus was walking by the Sea of
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who
is called Peter) and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea, for they were
fishermen. 19 Jesus said to them, “Follow
me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
20 So they immediately left their nets and
followed him. 21 Going on from there, he
saw two other brothers, James the son
of Zebedee and John his brother, in the
boat with Zebedee their father, mending
their nets, and he called them. 22 So they
immediately left the boat and their father

and followed him.
23 Then Jesus went throughout all of

Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing every disease and every sickness
among the people. 24 So the news about
him went out into all of Syria, and the
people brought him all who were sick
with various diseases, those suffering
severe pain, the demon-possessed, epilep-
tics, and paralytics. And he healed them.
25 And large crowds followed him from
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea,
and from beyond the Jordan.

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went
up on the mountain. And when he sat
down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then
he opened his mouth and taught them,
saying,

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
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7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they will receive mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted
for righteousness' sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are you when others reproach
you, persecute you, and say all kinds of
evil against you falsely on my account.
12 Rejoice and be glad, for great is your
reward in heaven; for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if
salt loses its flavor, with what shall it be
seasoned? It is no longer fit for anything
but to be thrown out and trampled under
people's feet.

14 “You are the light of the world. A
city set on a hill cannot be hidden, 15 nor
do people light a lamp and put it under a
basket, but on a lampstand, and it shines
for all who are in the house. 16 Let your
light shine before others in such a way
that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

17 “Do not think that I have come to
abolish the Law or the Prophets. I
have not come to abolish them, but to
fulfill them. 18 For truly I say to you,
until heaven and earth pass away, not
one letter or stroke of a letter will by
any means pass from the law until all
is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever
does away with one of the least of these

commandments and teaches others to
do likewise will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does

and teaches them will be called great
in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell
you, unless your righteousness surpasses
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you
will certainly not enter the kingdom of
heaven.

21 “You have heard that it was said to
those of old, ‘Yov shall not murder;’ and,
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‘Whoever murders will be subject to judg-
ment.” 22 But I say to you that everyone
who is *rashly angry with his brother
will be subject to judgment. Whoever
says to his brother, ‘Yov idiot,” will be
subject to the Sanhedrin. And whoever
says, ‘You fool,” will be subject to the
fires of hell. 23 So if yov are offering
yovr gift at the altar and there remember
that yoor brother has something against
yov, 24 leave yovur gift there before the
altar and go. First be reconciled to yovr
brother, and then come and offer yovur
gift. 25 Make friends with your adversary
quickly while yov are on the way with
him, lest yoor adversary hand yov over to

the judge, and the judge Thand yov over to
the guard, and yov be thrown into prison.
26 Truly I say to yov, yov will certainly not
come out of there until yov have paid the
last penny.

27 “You have heard that it was Fsaid,
‘You shall not commit adultery’ 28 But I
say to you that everyone who looks at
a woman to lust after her has already
committed adultery with her in his heart.
29 So if your right eye causes you to
stumble, pluck it out and throw it away
from yov. For it is better for yov to have
one of yoor members perish, than for
your whole body to be thrown into hell.
30 And if yovur right hand causes yov to
stumble, cut it off and throw it away from
yov. For it is better for yov to have one
of yoor members perish, than for yovur

whole body to Sbe thrown into hell.

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces
his wife must give her a certificate of
divorce.’ 32 But I tell you that *whoever
divorces his wife, apart from a matter of
fornication, makes her commit adultery.

And whoever marries a divorced woman
commits adultery.

33 “Again, you have heard that it was

14 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 6:1

said to those of old, ‘Yov shall not break
an oath, but shall keep yovur oaths to the
Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, do not swear at
all, neither by heaven, for it is the throne
of God; 35 nor by the earth, for it is the
footstool of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for
it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither
shall yov swear by your head, for yovo

cannot make one hair white or black.
37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’

be ‘No’; for whatever is more than these
is from the evil one.

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth’
39 But I say to you, do not resist one who
is evil. Rather, if anyone slaps yov on the
right cheek, turn to him the other also.
40 If anyone wants to sue yov and take
away youvr tunic, let him have yovur cloak
also. 41 And if anyone presses yov into
service for one mile, go with him two.
42 Give to him who asks of yov, and do not
turn away from him who wants to borrow
from yov.

43 “You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall love yovur neighbor and hate
your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love
your enemies, Thless those who curse
you, do good to those who hate you, and
pray for those who fmistreat you and
persecute you, 45> so that you may be sons
of your Father in heaven. For he makes
his sun rise on the evil and the good,
and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who
love you, what reward do you have? Do
not even the tax collectors do the same?
47 And if you greet only your Sfriends,
what are you doing that is out of the
ordinary? Do not even the *tax collectors
do that? 48 You therefore shall be perfect,

just as your TFather in heaven is perfect.

6

1 «Be careful not to *give to the needy
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in front of others to be seen by them,
otherwise you have no reward with your
Father in heaven. 2 So when yov give
to the needy, do not sound a trumpet
before yov, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they
may be praised by others. Truly I say
to you, they have received their reward.
3 But when yov give to the needy, do not
let yovur left hand know what yovr right
hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may
be in secret. Then yovur Father who sees
in secret will Thimself reward yov openly.

5 “When iyov pray, do not be like
the hypocrites. For they love to pray
standing in the synagogues and at the
street corners so that they may be seen
by others. Truly I say to you, they have
received their reward. 6 But when yov
pray, go into your inner room, shut yoor
door, and pray to yoor Father who is in
secret. Then your Father who sees in
secret will reward yov Sopenly.

7 “And when you pray, do not babble
on repetitiously like the Gentiles do, for
they think they will be heard because of
their use of many words. 8 Do not be like
them, for *your Father knows what you
need before you ask him. ° Pray then like
this:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be yovr name.
10 Your kingdom come.
Yovur will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us this day our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts,
as we Tforgive our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
fFor yovrs is the kingdom

and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

T 6:4 himself reward yov openly 73.5% | reward yov openly ANT 18.4% | reward yov CT 5.5%
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14 For if you forgive others their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive

others Stheir trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.

16 “When you fast, do not be gloomy
like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so that they may be seen by others
to be fasting. Truly I say to you, they

have received their reward. 17 But when
yov fast, anoint yoor head and wash yovr

face, 18 so that yov may not be seen by
others to be fasting, but by yovur Father
who is in secret. Then yovr Father who

sees in secret will reward *yov.

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves trea-
sures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. 20 But lay up for yourselves trea-
sures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust destroys, and where thieves do not
break in or steal. 21 For where fyour
treasure is, there will your heart be also.

22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If
then yovur eye is clear, yoor whole body
will be full of light. 23 But if yovur eye
is bad, youor whole body will be full of
darkness. If then the light within yov is
darkness, how great is the darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters, for
either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God
and money.

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be
anxious about your life, what you will

eat fand what you will drink, or about
your body, what you will wear. Is not
life more than food and the body more
than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the
sky: They do not sow or reap or gather
into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of more value than
they? 27 Which of you by being anxious
can add a single moment to your span
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of life? 28 And why are you anxious
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow: They do not toil
or spin, 29 yet I tell you that not even
Solomon in all his glory was clothed like

one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes
the grass of the field, which is alive today

and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will he not much more clothe you, O you

of little faith? 3! Therefore do not be
anxious, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or;,
‘What will we drink?’ or, ‘What will we

wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all
these things, and your heavenly Father

knows that you need them all. 33 But

seek first the kingdom Sof God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you.

34 “Therefore do not be anxious about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious

about *its own things. Sufficient for the
day is its own trouble.

7

1 “Do not judge, so that you will not
be judged. 2 For with the judgment you
pronounce you will be judged, and with
the measure you use it will be measured
to *you. 3 Why do yov see the speck in
your brother's eye, but do not consider
the beam in yovr own eye? 4 Or how will
yov say to your brother, ‘Let me take the
speck out of your eye,” when there is a
beam in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First
take the beam out of your own eye, and
then yov will see clearly to take the speck
out of yovur brother's eye.

6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs,
neither throw your pearls before pigs, lest
they trample them with their feet, and
then turn and tear you to pieces.

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to
him who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or
what man is there among you, who, if
his son asks him for bread, will give him

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 7:26

a stone; 10 fand if he asks for a fish,
will give him a serpent? 11 If you then,
being evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give good things to those
who ask him!

12 “Therefore whatever you wish that
others would do to you, do the same
also to them, for this is the Law and the
Prophets.

13 “Enter through the narrow gate, for

wide fis the gate, and broad is the way
that leads to destruction, and there are
many who enter through it. 14 SHow
narrow is the gate, and restricted the way
that leads to life, and there are few who
find it!

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come
to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly
are ravenous wolves. 16 By their fruits
you will know them. Do people gather
grapes from thorns, or figs from this-
tles? 17 In the same way, every good
tree produces good fruit, but a bad tree
produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot
produce bad fruit, neither can a bad tree

produce good fruit. 19 Every *tree that
does not produce good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by
their fruits you will know them.

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only he who does the will of my
Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to
me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in yoor name, and in yoor name
cast out demons, and in yoor name do
many miracles?’ 23 Then I will declare to
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me,
you who practice lawlessness.’

24 “Everyone then who hears these
words of mine and does them TI will
compare to a wise man who built his
house on the rock. 25 The rain fell, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat
on that house, but it did not fall, for it
was founded on the rock. 26 But everyone
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who hears these words of mine and does
not do them will be compared to a foolish

man who built his house on the sand.
27 The rain fell, the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat against that house,
and it fell, and great was its fall.”

28 When Jesus finished saying these
things, the crowds were astonished at his
teaching, 29 because he was teaching them

as one who had authority, and not as fthe
scribes.

8

1 When Jesus came down from the
mountain, large crowds followed him.
2 And behold, a leper came and bowed
down before him, saying, “Lord, if yov
are willing, yoo can make me clean.”
3 So Jesus stretched out his hand and
touched him, saying, “I am willing; be
made clean.” Immediately his leprosy
was cleansed. 4 Then Jesus said to him,
“See that yov tell no one, but go show
yovrself to the priest, and offer the gift
that Moses commanded, as a testimony to
them.”

5> When Jesus entered Capernaum, a
centurion came to him and pleaded with
him, 6 saying, “Lord, my servant is lying
paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.”
7Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal
him.” 8 But the centurion replied, “Lord,
I am not worthy to have yov enter under
my roof, but just say the word, and my
servant will be healed. 9 For I too am
a man “under authority, with soldiers
under me. I say to this one, ‘Go,” and
he goes; and to another, ‘Come,” and he
comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,” and
he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard this,
he was amazed and said to those who
followed, “Truly I say to you, Tnot even
in Israel have I found such great faith.
11T tell you that many will come from
east and west, and recline with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob at the banquet table
in the kingdom of heaven, 12 but the
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sons of the kingdom will be cast into the
outer darkness; in that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 Then
Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; it will be
done for you just as yov have believed.”

And this servant was healed in that hour.

14 When Jesus came into Peter's house,
he saw Peter's mother-in-law lying in

bed with a fever. 15 So he touched her
hand, and the fever left her. Then she

rose and began to serve Shim. 16 When
evening came, many who were possessed
by demons were brought to him, and
he cast out the spirits with a word and

healed all who were sick. 17 This was
to fulfill what had been spoken by Isaiah

the prophet: “He took our infirmities and
bore our diseases.”

18 When Jesus saw the *large crowds
around him, he gave orders to depart to

the other side of the sea. 19 Then a scribe
came up and said to him, “Teacher, T will

follow yov wherever yov go.” 20Jesus said
to him, “Foxes have holes, and the birds of
the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head.” 21 Then another

of this disciples said to him, “Lord, let me
first go and bury my father.” 22 But Jesus
said to him, “Follow me, and let the dead
bury their own dead.”

23 Then he got into fthe boat, and his
disciples followed him. 24 And behold, a
great storm arose on the sea, so that the
boat was being swamped by the waves.
But Jesus was asleep. 25 So Sthe disciples
came to him and woke him, saying, “Lord,
save us! We are perishing!” 26 But he said
to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of
little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked
the winds and the sea, and there was a
great calm. 27 And the men were amazed,
saying, “What kind of man is this, that
even the winds and the sea obey him?”

28 When Jesus came to the other side of
the sea, to the region of the *Gergesenes,
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two demon-possessed men met him, com-
ing out of the tombs. They were so fierce
that no one could pass by that way. 29 And
behold, they cried out, “What do yov have

to do with us, fJesus, Son of God? Have
yov come here to torment us before the

time?” 30 Now at a distance from them
there was a herd of many pigs feeding.

31S0 the demons begged Jesus, “If you cast

us out, flet us go into the herd of pigs.”
32 He said to them, “Go.” So they came
out and went into the Sherd of pigs, and
behold, the whole herd *of pigs rushed
down the steep bank into the sea and

died in the water. 33 Those who had been
feeding the pigs then ran off, went into

the city, and reported everything, includ-
ing what had happened to the demon-
possessed men. 34 And behold, the whole
city went out to meet Jesus. And when
they saw him, they begged him to depart
from their region.

9

1 After getting into *the boat, Jesus

went back across the sea_and came to
his own city. 2 And behold, some men

brought to him a paralytic lying on a bed.
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “Take courage, son; yovr sins
are forgiven Tyov.” 3 And behold, some
of the scribes said to themselves, “This
man is blaspheming.” 4{Perceiving their
thoughts, Jesus said, “Why are you think-
ing evil things in your hearts? > Which
is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are §forgiven,’
or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6 But so that
you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins”—then
he said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up
your bed, and go to your house.” 7 So
he rose and went to his house. 8 When
the crowds saw it, they were *amazed
and glorified God, who had given such
authority to men.
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9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw
a man named Matthew sitting at the tax
booth. Jesus said to him, “Follow me,” so
Matthew rose and followed him.

10 Later, as Jesus reclined at the table
in Matthew's house, behold, many tax

collectors and sinners came and reclined
with him and his disciples. 11 When

the Pharisees saw this, they said to his

disciples, “Why is your teacher feating
with tax collectors and sinners?” 12When
Jesus heard this, he said fto them, “It
is not the healthy who have need of a
physician, but the sick. 13 Go and learn
what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not
sacrifice,” for I did not come to call the
righteous, but sinners $to repentance.”

14 Then the disciples of John came to
Jesus and said, “Why do we and the Phar-

isees *often fast, but yovr disciples do
not fast?” 15 Jesus said to them, “Can the
bridegroom's attendants mourn as long as
the bridegroom is with them? But the
days are coming when the bridegroom
will be taken away from them, and then
they will fast. 16 No one puts a piece of
unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for
the patch pulls away from the garment,

and a worse tear is made. 17 Neither do
people put new wine into old wineskins.

If they do, the wineskins burst, the wine is
spilled, and the wineskins are destroyed.
But new wine is put into new wineskins,
and both are preserved.”

18 As he said these things to them,
behold, a ruler came and bowed down
before him, saying, “My daughter has just
now died, but come and lay your hand
on her, and she will live.” 19 So Jesus
rose and followed him, and so did his
disciples. 20 And behold, a woman who

had suffered from a flow of blood for
twelve years came up behind him and

touched the fringe of his garment. 21 For
she said to herself, “If only I touch his
garment, I will be healed.” 22 But when
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Jesus turned Tfaround and saw her, he
said, “Take courage, daughter; yovur faith
has healed yov.” And the woman was
healed from that hour. 23 When Jesus
came to the house of the ruler and saw
the flute players and the crowd making a
commotion, 24 he said fto them, “Go away,
for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And
they began laughing at him. 25 But when
the crowd had been put outside, he went
in and took hold of the girl's hand, and
she arose. 26 And news of this spread
throughout that entire region.

27 As Jesus went on from there, two

blind men followed Shim, crying out,
“Have mercy on us, Son of David!”
28 When he went into the house, the blind
men came to him, and Jesus said to them,
“Do you believe that I am able to do
this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.”
29 Then he touched their eyes, saying,
“Let it be done for yov according to your
faith.” 30 And their eyes were opened.
Then Jesus sternly warned them, “See that
no one knows about this.” 31 But they
went out and spread the news about him
throughout that entire region.

32 As they were going away, behold,
a mute man possessed by a demon was
brought to Jesus. 33 When the demon
was cast out, the mute man spoke, and
the crowds were amazed, saying, “Such
a thing has never been seen in Israel.”
34 But the Pharisees said, “By the ruler of

demons he casts out demons.”
35 Then Jesus went throughout all the

cities and villages, teaching in their syna-
gogues, preaching the gospel of the king-
dom, and healing every disease and every
sickness *among the people. 36 When
he saw the crowds, he was moved with
compassion for them, because they were
Tharassed and helpless, like sheep with-
out a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the
workers are few. 38 Therefore ask the

f o2 tothem! —cT § 9:27 him ! —wH * 9:35

19

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 10:16

Lord of the harvest to send out workers
into his harvest.”

10

1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve dis-
ciples and gave them authority to cast out
unclean spirits and to heal every disease
and every sickness. 2 Now these are
the names of the twelve apostles: first,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew
his brother; James the son of Zebedee,
and John his brother; 3 Philip and
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the
tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus,
and *Lebbaeus, who was given the name

Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the TCananite, and
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instruct-
ing them, “Do not go anywhere among
the Gentiles, and do not enter any town
of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you
go, preach that the kingdom of heaven
has drawn near. 8 Heal the sick, fcleanse
lepers, and cast out demons. Freely you
have received; freely give. 2 Take no gold,
silver, or copper in your belts. 10 Take
no knapsack for your journey, no extra
tunic, sandals, or Sstaffs, for the worker
is worthy of his food. 11 Whenever you
enter a town or village, inquire who in it
is worthy, and stay there until you leave
that place. 12 As you enter the house,

greet the people who live *there. 13 If the
household is worthy, let your peace come
upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your
peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not
receive you or listen to your words, shake
off the dust from your feet as you go out
from that house or town. 15 Truly I say to
you, it will be more tolerable on the day
of judgment for the land of Sodom and
Gomorrah than for that town.

16 “Behold, I am sending you out like
sheep in the midst of wolves, so be as
wise as serpents and as innocent as doves.
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17But beware of men, for they will deliver
you up to councils and flog you in their
synagogues. 18 For my sake you will even
be brought before governors and kings

as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles.
19 When they hand you over, do not be

anxious about how to speak or what to
say, for what you are to say will be given
to you in that hour. 20 For it will not be
you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through you. 21 Brother will
deliver up brother to death, and a father
his child, and children will rise up against
their parents and have them put to death.
22 You will be hated by all because of my
name, but he who endures to the end will
be saved. 23 When they persecute you in
one town, flee to another, for truly I say
to you, you will certainly not finish going
through the towns of Israel before the Son
of Man comes.

24 «A disciple is not above his teacher,

nor is a servant above his master. 251It is
sufficient for the disciple that he should

be like his teacher, and the servant like
his master. If they have Tcalled the
master of the house Beelzebul, how much
more will they malign the members of his
household?

26 “So do not be afraid of them, for
there is nothing covered that will not be
revealed, and nothing hidden that will not
be made known. 27 What I tell you in
the darkness, speak in the light; and what
you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim
on the housetops. 28 Do not be afraid of
those who kill the body but cannot Kkill
the soul, but rather fear him who can
destroy both the soul and the body in
hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to
the ground without your Father's consent.
30 And even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. 31 So do not be afraid; you are
of more value than many sparrows.

32 “Therefore everyone who acknowl-
edges me before men, I will also acknowl-
edge before my Father in heaven. 33 But
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whoever denies me before men, I will also
deny before my Father in heaven.

34 “Do not think that I have come to
bring peace to the earth. I have not come
to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I
have come to set a man against his fa-
ther, a daughter against her mother, and
a daughter-in-law against her mother-

in-law. 36 And a man's enemies will
be the members of his own household.
37 Whoever loves his father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me; who-

ever loves his son or daughter more than
me is not worthy of me. 3% And whoever
does not take up his cross and follow me
is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake will find it.

40 “Whoever receives you receives me,

and whoever receives me receives him
who sent me. 41 Whoever receives a
prophet in the name of a prophet will

receive a prophet's reward; whoever re-
ceives a righteous person in the name of a
righteous person will receive a righteous
person's reward. 42 And whoever gives
one of these little ones even a cup of cold
water to drink in the name of a disciple,
truly I say to you, he will certainly not lose
his reward.”

11

1 When Jesus had finished instructing
his twelve disciples, he departed from
there to teach and preach in their cities.

2Now when John heard in prison about
the works Christ had done, he sent *two
of his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are yovu
the one who is to come, or should we
wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them,
“Go tell John what you hear and see:
5 The blind receive their sight and the
lame walk, lepers are made clean and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised and the
poor have good news preached to them.
6 And blessed is anyone who does not take
offense at me.”

7 As these men went away, Jesus began
to speak to the crowds about John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to see?
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A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then
did you go out to see? A man clothed in
soft garments? Behold, those who wear
soft garments are in the palaces of kings.

9 But fwhat did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than

a prophet. 10 {For this is the one of whom
it is written,

‘Behold, I am sending my messenger
ahead of yov,
who will prepare yovr way before
yov.’

11 Truly I say to you, among those born
of women there has arisen no one greater
than John the Baptist, but whoever is least
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist
until now the kingdom of heaven has
been suffering violence, and the violent
take it by force. 13 For all the prophets
and the law prophesied until John. 14 And
if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah
who is to come. 15 He who has ears Sto
hear, let him hear.

16 “But to what should I compare this

generation? It is like *children sitting in

the Tmarketplaces and calling out to their
companions,

17 ‘We played the flute for you, but you
did not dance;
we sang a lament ifor you, but you
did not mourn.’

18 For John came neither eating nor drink-
ing, and they say, ‘He has a demon.” 19 The
Son of Man came eating and drinking,
and they say, ‘Behold, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!” Yet wisdom is justified by her
Schildren.”

20 Then Jesus began to reproach the
cities in which most of his miracles had
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been done, because they did not repent:
21 “Woe to yov, Chorazin! Woe to yov,

Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were
done in you had been done in Tyre and

Sidon, they would have repented long

*ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell
you, it will be more tolerable on the day of
judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you.

23 And yov, Capernaum, fTwho have been

exalted to heaven, will fbe brought down

to Hades. For if the miracles that were
done in yov had been done in Sodom,

it would have remained until this day.
24 But I tell you, it will be more tolerable
on the day of judgment for the land of
Sodom than for yov.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise yov,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
yov have hidden these things from the
wise and intelligent, and revealed them
to infants. 26 Yes, Father, for so it was
well-pleasing in yovur sight. 27 All things
have been delivered to me by my Father.
No one knows the Son except the Father,
and no one knows the Father except the
Son, and anyone to whom the Son chooses
to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all of you
who labor and are burdened, and I will
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for I am gentle and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”

12

1 At that time Jesus went through the
grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples
were hungry and began to pluck heads of
grain and eat them. 2 When the Pharisees
saw this, they said to him, “Behold, yovur
disciples are doing what is not lawful to
do on the Sabbath.” 3 He said to them,
“Have you not read what David did when
he was hungry, *he and those who were
with him, 4 how he entered the house of

T 11:9 what did you go out to see? A prophet? | why did you go out? To see a prophet? SBL WH I 11:10 For
this | This CT § 11:15 tohear | —NA SBL WH * 11:16 children i little children TR T 11:16 marketplaces |
marketplace BYZ PCK ¥ 11:17 for you 97.4% | —CT 1.4% S 11:19 children 97.7% ! works CT 0.4%  11:21

ago | ago, sitting ANT T 11:23 who have been exalted to heaven, |

will yov be exalted to heaven? Yov CT

§ 11:23 be brought 97.8% ! go NA SBL WH 0.4% © 12:3 he | —CT T 12:4 ate ! they ate NA SBL WH



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 12:5 22

God and Tate the bread of the Presence,
which was not lawful for him or those
who were with him to eat, but only for

the priests? 5 Or have you not read in the
law that on the Sabbath the priests in the
temple profane the Sabbath and yet are

guiltless? 6 But I tell you that fsomething
greater than the temple is here. 7 But if
you had known what this means: ‘I desire
mercy and not sacrifice,” you would not
have condemned the guiltless. 8 For the
Son of Man is Lord Sof the Sabbath.”
9Then he departed from there and went
into their synagogue. 10 And behold, there
was a “man who had a withered hand. In
order to accuse Jesus, the Pharisees asked
him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”
11He said to them, “What man among you
who has a sheep that falls into a pit on the

Sabbath will not take hold of it and lift
it out? 12 Of how much more value is a
person than a sheep! So then, it is lawful

to do good on the Sabbath.” 13 Then he
said to the man, “Stretch out yoor hand.”
So he stretched it out, and it was restored,

as sound as the other. 14 But the Pharisees
went out and took counsel against Jesus

as to how they might destroy him.

15 Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from
there. TLarge crowds followed him, and

he healed them all 16 and warned them
not to make him known. 17 This was
to fulfill what had been spoken through

Isaiah the prophet:

18 «“Behold, my servant whom I have
chosen,
my beloved, in whom my soul is well
pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
and he will declare justice to the
Gentiles.
19 He will not quarrel, nor will he cry out,

nor will anyone hear his voice in the
streets.

20 A bruised reed he will not break,
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and a smoldering wick he will not
extinguish,
until he brings justice to victory.

21 And in his name the Gentiles will
hope.”

22 Then a demon-possessed man who
was blind and mute was brought to him,

and Jesus healed him, so that the Iman
who was blind and mute could speak and
see. 23 All the crowds were amazed and
said, “Can this be the SSon of David?”
24But when the Pharisees heard this, they
said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the ruler of
demons, that this man casts out demons.”
25 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said to
them, “Every kingdom divided against
itself is laid waste, and no city or house
divided against itself will stand. 26 So
if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided
against himself. How then will his king-
dom stand? 27 And if I cast out demons by
Beelzebul, by whom *do your followers
cast them out? Therefore they will be
your judges. 28 But if I cast out demons
by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom
of God has come upon you. 29 Or how
can anyone enter the house of a strong
man and plunder his goods unless he first
binds the strong man? Then he fwill
plunder his house. 30 Whoever is not with
me is against me, and whoever does not
gather with me scatters. 31 Therefore I
tell you, people will be forgiven for every
sin and blasphemy, but fthey will not be
forgiven for blasphemy against the Spirit.
32 Whoever speaks a word against the
Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be
forgiven, neither in Sthe present age nor
in the age to come.

33 “Either make the tree good and its
fruit good, or make the tree bad and its
fruit bad, for by its fruit the tree is known.
34You brood of vipers, how can you speak
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good things, when you are evil? For out
of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks. 35 The good person brings good
things out of *his good treasure, and the
evil person brings evil things out of his
evil treasure. 36 But I tell you, on the day
of judgment people will give an account
for every idle word they speak. 37 For by
your words yov will be justified, and by
yovur words yov will be condemned.”

38 Then some of the scribes and Phar-
isees Tresponded, “Teacher, we want to
see a sign from yov.” 39 But Jesus an-
swered them, “An evil and adulterous
generation asks for a sign, but no sign
will be given to it except the sign of Jonah

the prophet. 40 For just as fJonah was
in the belly of the great sea creature for
three days and three nights, so will the

Son of Man be in the heart of the earth for
three days and three nights. 41 The men of

Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with
this generation and condemn it, for they
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and
behold, something greater than Jonah is
here. 42 The queen of the South will rise
up at the judgment with this generation
and condemn it, for she came from the

ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon, and behold, something greater

than Solomon is here.

43 “When an unclean spirit has gone
out of a person, it goes through waterless
places seeking rest, but does not find any.
44 Then it says, ‘I will return to my house
from which I came out.” When it arrives,
it finds the house unoccupied, swept, and
put in order. 45 Then it goes and takes
with it seven other spirits more evil than
itself, and they go in and dwell there,
and the last state of that person becomes
worse than the first. So will it be with this
evil generation also.”

46 While Jesus was still speaking to
the crowds, behold, his mother and his
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brothers stood outside, asking to speak
to him. 47 SThen someone said to him,
“Behold, yoor mother and yovr brothers
are standing outside, asking to speak to
yov.” 48 But he replied to the one who
spoke to him, “Who is my mother, and
who are my brothers?” 49 And stretching
out his hand toward his disciples, he said,
“Behold, my mother and my brothers!
50 For whoever does the will of my Father
in heaven is my brother and sister and
mother.”

13

1 On that day Jesus went out of the
house and sat by the sea, 2 and large
crowds gathered around him. So he got
into *the boat and sat down, while the

entire crowd stood on the shore. 3 Then
he told them many things in parables, say-

ing, “Behold, the sower went out to sow.
4 As he sowed, some seeds fell along the
path, and the birds came and devoured
them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and
they sprang up immediately because they
had no depth of soil. ¢ But when the sun
rose, they were scorched. And because
they had no root, they withered away.
7 Other seeds fell among the thorns, and
the thorns grew up and choked them.
8 But other seeds fell on good soil and
produced fruit, some a hundred, some
sixty, and some thirty times more than
what was sown. 2 He who has ears fto
hear, let him hear”

10 Then the disciples came and said to
him, “Why do yov speak to the people
in parables?” 11 Jesus answered fthem,
“To you it has been given to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but
to them it has not been given. 12 For
whoever has will be given more, and he

will have an abundance. But whoever
does not have, even what he has will be
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taken away from him. 13 That is why I

speak to them in parables, Shecause ‘they
see but do not perceive, and they hear but

do not listen or understand.” 14In them
is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, which
says,

‘Youv will hear but never understand,
and you will see but never perceive.

15 For the heart of this people has become
dull;
with their ears they have barely
heard,
and their eyes they have closed,

lest they should see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
and uri)deli(stand with their heart and turn
ack,
and I would heal them.’

16 But blessed are your eyes because they
see, and your ears because they hear.
17 For truly I say to you, many prophets
and righteous people desired to see the
things you see but did not see them, and
to hear the things you hear but did not
hear them.

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower:
19 When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the

evil one comes and *snatches away what

was sown in his heart. This is the seed
sown along the path. 20 The seed sown

on rocky ground is he who hears the

word and immediately Treceives it with
joy. 21 Yet he has no root in himself,
but is only temporary. When tribulation
or persecution arises on account of the
word, he immediately falls away. 22 The
seed sown among the thorns is he who
hears the word, but the cares of this world
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the
word, and it becomes unfruitful. 23 But
the seed sown on the good soil is he
who hears the word and understands it,
who bears fruit and produces a hundred,
sixty, or thirty times more than what was
sown.”
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24 Jesus presented another parable to
them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a person who sowed
good seed in his field, 25 but while peo-
ple were sleeping, his enemy came and
sowed tares among the wheat, and then
went away. 26 When the plants sprouted
and produced grain, the tares also ap-
peared. 27 So the servants of the master of
the house came and said to him, ‘Master,
did yov not sow good seed in yovr field?

How then does it have tares?’ 28 He said
to them, ‘An enemy has done this.” So the

servants said to him, ‘Do yov want us to
go and gather them up?’ 29 He said, ‘No,
lest in gathering the tares you uproot the
wheat with them. 30 Let them both grow
together until the harvest, and at the time
of the harvest I will say to the reapers,

“Gather the tares first and bind them into
bundles to burn them up, but gather the

wheat into my barn.”’”

31 He presented another parable to
them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is
like a grain of mustard seed that a man
took and sowed in his field, 32 which is
indeed smaller than all the seeds, but
when it is grown, it is larger than fthe
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the sky come and nest in its
branches.”

33 He spoke to them another parable:
“The kingdom of heaven is like leaven

that a woman took and mixed into three
measures of flour until it had all been
leavened.”

34 All these things Jesus spoke to the

crowds in parables; he $did not speak to
them without using a parable. 35 This was
to fulfill what had been spoken through
the prophet:

“I will open my mouth in parables;
I will declare things hidden from the

foundation *of the world.”

36 Then Jesus left the crowds and went
into fthe house, and his disciples came to
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him and said, “Explain to us the parable
of the tares of the field.” 37 He answered
fthem, “He who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man. 38 The field is the world,
and the good seeds are the sons of the
kingdom. The tares are the sons of the
evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed

them is the devil. The harvest is the end
of the age, and the reapers are angels.

40 Therefore, just as the tares are gathered
and burned with fire, so it will be at the
end of Sthis age. 41 The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will gather out
of his kingdom all stumbling blocks and
those who practice lawlessness. 42 They
will throw them into the fiery furnace.
In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. He who has ears *to hear,
let him hear.

44 «fAgain, the kingdom of heaven is
like a treasure hidden in a field, which a
man found and hid, and out of his joy he
went and sold all that he had and bought

that field.
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like

a merchant seeking fine pearls. 46 When
he found one pearl of great price, he went
and sold all that he had and bought it.

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is
like a dragnet that was cast into the sea
and gathered together fish of every kind.
48 When it was full, the fishermen drew
it to shore. Then they sat down and
gathered the good fish into containers,
but the bad ones they threw out. 49 So
it will be at the end of the age. The
angels will come and separate the evil
from the righteous 50 and throw them into
the fiery furnace. In that place there will
be weeping and gnashing of fteeth.”

51 Jesus said to them, “Have you un-
derstood all these things?” They said to
him, “SYes, Lord.” 52 Then he said to
them, “Therefore every scribe that has
been trained as a disciple for the kingdom
of heaven is like a master of a house who
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brings out of his treasure things new and
old.”

53 When Jesus had finished these para-
bles, he departed from there. 5% Then
he went to his hometown and taught the
people in their synagogue. They were
astonished and said, “Where did this man
get this wisdom and these miraculous
powers? 55 Is this not the carpenter's son?
Is not his mother's name Mary, and are

not his brothers James, *]oses, Simon, and
Judas? 56 Are not all his sisters with us?
Where then did this man get all these
things?” 57 And they took offense at him.
Then Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not
without honor except in his hometown

and in his own household.” 58 And he did
not do many miracles there because of

their unbelief.

14

1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard
the report about Jesus 2 and said to his

servants, “This is John the Baptist; he has
been raised from the dead, and that is
why these mighty powers are at work
in him.” 3 For Herod had arrested John,
bound him, and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip's
wife. 4 For John had been saying to
him, “It is not lawful for yov to have
her” 5 Although Herod wanted to Kkill
John, he was afraid of the crowd, because
they regarded John as a prophet. 6 But

when Herod's birthday *was celebrated,
the daughter of Herodias danced before
the guests and pleased Herod. 7 So
he promised with an oath to give her
whatever she might ask. & Prompted by
her mother, she said, “Give me here on
a platter the head of John the Baptist.”
9The king was grieved, but because of his
oaths and his guests, he commanded it to
be given 10 and sent orders to have John
beheaded in the prison. 11 John's head
was brought on a platter and given to the
girl, and she brought it to her mother.
12Later, John's disciples came and took his
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body and buried it. Then they went and
brought word to Jesus.

13 When Jesus heard this, he withdrew
from there in a boat to a desolate place
by himself. But the crowds heard about

it and followed him on foot from the
towns. 14 And when Jesus went ashore

and saw a large crowd, he was moved
with compassion for them and healed
their sick. 15 As evening approached,

This disciples came to him and said, “This
place is desolate, and the hour is now
late. Send the crowds away so that they
may go into the villages and buy food for
themselves.” 16 But Jesus said to them,
“They have no need to go away; you give
them something to eat.” 17 They said to
him, “We have here only five loaves and
two fish.” 18 He said, “Bring them here to

me.” 19 Then he commanded the crowds
to sit down on the grass, and taking the

five loaves and the two fish, he looked
up to heaven and said the blessing. Then
he broke the loaves and gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave them to
the crowds. 20 They all ate and were filled,
and the disciples picked up what was left
over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets

full. 21 Now those who had eaten were
about five thousand men, besides women
and children.

22 Immediately Jesus compelled fthe
disciples to get into Sthe boat and go
ahead of him to the other side of the sea,
while he sent the crowds away. 23 After
sending the crowds away, he went up
on the mountain by himself to pray.
When evening came, he was there alone.
24 Meanwhile, the boat was already *in
the middle of the sea, being tossed by the
waves, for the wind was against them.
25 And in the fourth watch of the night
Jesus fwent to them, walking on the sea.
26 When the disciples saw him walking on
the sea, they were terrified and said, “It

26 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 15:5

is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.
27 But Jesus immediately said to them,
“Take courage! It is I; do not be afraid.”

28 In response Peter said fto him, “Lord,
if it is yov, command me to come to yov
on the water.” 29 So he said, “Come.”
Then Peter got down from the boat and
walked on the water Sto go to Jesus. 30 But

when he saw the *strong wind, he became
frightened, and beginning to sink, he
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Immediately
Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold
of him, and said to him, “O yov of little
faith, why did yov doubt?” 32 And when
they had gotten into the boat, the wind
ceased. 33 Then those who were in the
boat fcame and worshiped him, saying,
“Truly yov are the Son of God.”

34 When they had crossed the sea, they
came to fthe land of Gennesaret. 35 And
when the men of that place recognized
Jesus, they sent word into that entire
surrounding region, and people brought
to him all who were sick. 36 They begged
him to let the sick touch even the fringe of
his garment, and all who touched it were
completely healed.

15

1 Then *the scribes and Pharisees from
Jerusalem came to Jesus and said, 2 “Why

do yovur disciples break the tradition of
the elders? For they do not wash their
hands when they eat bread.” 3 He an-
swered them, “And why do you break the
commandment of God for the sake of your
tradition? 4 For God Tcommanded, ‘Honor
yovur father and your mother,” and, ‘Who-
ever speaks evil of his father or mother
must surely die.” 5 But you say, ‘If anyone
says to his father or mother, “Whatever
benefit yoo might have received from

me is a gift to God,” fthen he certainly
need not honor his father Sor his mother.’
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6 You have nullified the *commandment
of God for the sake of your tradition.

7 Hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied rightly
about you when he said,

8 ‘This people Tdraws near to me with

their mouth o
and honors me with their lips,

but their heart is far from me.
9 They worship me in vain,

teaching as doctrines the command-
ments of men.””

10 Then Jesus called the crowd over and

said to them, “Listen and understand: 111t
is not what goes into the mouth that de-
files a person; it is what comes out of the
mouth that defiles a person.” 12 Then this
disciples came and said to him, “Do yov

know that the Pharisees were offended
when they heard this statement?” 13 Jesus

answered, “Every plant that my heavenly
Father has not planted will be uprooted.
14 Leave them be; they are blind guides
Sof the blind. And if one blind person
guides another, both will fall into a pit.”

15 Then Peter said to him in response,
“Explain *this parable to us.” 16 Jesus
said, “Are you also still without under-
standing? 17 Do you not fyet under-
stand that everything that goes into the
mouth passes into the stomach and is
expelled into the latrine? 18 But the
things that come out of the mouth come
from the heart, and these defile a person.
19 For from the heart come evil thoughts,
murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false
testimony, and slander. 20 These are what
defile a person, but to eat with unwashed
hands does not defile a person.”

21 Then Jesus went away from there
and withdrew to the district of Tyre and
Sidon. 22 And behold, a Canaanite woman
from that region came and cried out fto
him, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 15:36

David! My daughter is severely demon-
possessed.” 23 But he did not respond to
her at all. So his disciples came to him
and urged him, “Send her away, for she is
crying out after us.” 24In response Jesus
said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of

the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and
bowed down before him, saying, “Lord,

help me.” 26 He replied, “It is not good to

take the children's bread and throw it to
the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even

the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from
the table of their masters.” 28 Then Jesus
answered her, “O woman, great is yovor
faith; it will be done for yov as yovo wish.”
And her daughter was healed from that
hour.

29 Departing from there, Jesus went
along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up
on the mountain and sat down. 30 Large
crowds came to him, having with them
the Slame, blind, mute, crippled, and
many others. They put them at the feet
of Jesus, and he healed them. 31 So the
*crowds were amazed when they saw
Tthe mute speaking, fthe crippled made
well, the lame walking, and the blind
seeing. And they glorified the God of
Israel.

32 Then Jesus called his disciples over
and said, “I have compassion on the
crowd because they have stayed with me
now for three days and have nothing to
eat. I do not want to send them away
without having eaten, lest they faint on

the way.” 33 SHis disciples said to him,
“Where can we get so many loaves in
such a desolate place to fill such a large
crowd?” 34 Jesus said to them, “How
many loaves do you have?” They said,
“Seven, and a few small fish.” 35 So

he commanded the crowds to sit down
on the ground, 36 and taking the seven

loaves and the fish, he gave thanks, broke
them, and gave them to *his disciples, and
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the disciples gave them to the fcrowd.
37 They all ate and were filled, and the
disciples picked up what was left over
of the broken pieces, seven baskets full.
38 Besides women and children, there

were four thousand men who had eaten.
39 After sending the crowds away, Jesus

got into the boat and went to the region
of IMagdala.

16

1 Now the Pharisees and Sadducees
came and tested Jesus, asking him to

show them a sign from heaven. 2 But
he answered them, “When evening comes
you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the
sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning you say,
‘There will be a storm today, for the sky
is red and threatening.’ Hypocrites! You
know how to discern the appearance of
the sky, but you cannot *discern the signs
of the times? 4 An evil and adulterous
generation asks for a sign, but no sign will
be given to it except the sign of Jonah fthe
prophet.” Then he left them and went
away.

5 When +his disciples reached the other
side of the sea, they realized that they had
forgotten to bring bread. 6 Then Jesus said
to them, “Watch out and beware of the

leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
7 So they discussed this among them-

selves, saying, “He must have said this
because we brought no bread.” 8 Aware
of this, Jesus said §to them, “Why are
you discussing among yourselves, O you
of little faith, the fact that you *brought
no bread? ° Do you not yet understand?
Do you not remember the five loaves for
the five thousand, and how many baskets
you collected? 10 Or the seven loaves for
the four thousand, and how many baskets
you collected? 11 How could you not
understand that I was not Ttalking about
bread when I told you to beware of the
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leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees?”
12 Then they understood that he had not

told them to beware of the leaven of
bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees

and Sadducees.
13 Now when Jesus came into the dis-
trict of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his

disciples, “Who do people say that {I, the
Son of Man, am?” 14 They said, “Some
say John the Baptist, others say Elijah,
and others say that yov are Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to
them, “But who do you say that I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “Yov are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are yov,
Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has
not revealed this to yov, but my Father
in heaven. 18 And I tell yov that you
are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of Hades shall
not prevail against it. 191 will give yov
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever yov bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever yov loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then
he Scommanded *his disciples to tell no

one that he was fJesus the Christ.

21 From that time {Jesus began to show
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things at the hands of the
elders, chief priests, and scribes, and that
he must be killed and on the third day be
raised up. 22 So Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid,
Lord! This shall certainly not happen to
yov.” 23 But he turned around and said
to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! Yov are
a stumbling block to me, for yov are not
thinking about the things of God, but the
things of men.”

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If
anyone wants to come after me, he must
deny himself, take up his cross, and fol-
low me. 25 For whoever wants to save his
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life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake will find it. 26 For what Sdoes
it benefit a person if he gains the whole

world but forfeits his soul? Or what can
a person give in exchange for his soul?

27 For the Son of Man will come with his
angels in the glory of his Father, and then

he will repay each person according to
what he has done. 28 Truly I say to you,
there are some standing here who will
certainly not taste death until they see the
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

17

1 After six days Jesus took Peter, James,
and John the brother of James, and led
them up on a high mountain by them-
selves. 2 There he was transfigured before
them; his face shone like the sun, and
his garments became as white as light.
3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared
to them, talking with him. 4 So Peter
said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to
be here. If yov wish, *we will make
three shelters here, one for yov, one for
Moses, and one for Elijjah.” > While he
was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the
cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased; listen to him!”
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell
on their faces and were utterly afraid.
7 But Jesus came over and touched them,
saying, “Rise; do not be afraid.” 8 And
lifting up their eyes, they saw no one but
Jesus.

9 As they were coming down from the
mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Do
not tell anyone about the vision you saw
until the Son of Man has frisen from the
dead.” 10 Then this disciples asked him,
“Why do the scribes say that Elijah must

come first?” 11 Jesus answered Sthem,

“Elijah does indeed come *first, and he
will restore all things. 12But I tell you that
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Eljjah has already come, and they did not
recognize him, but did to him whatever
they wished. Even so the Son of Man is

about to suffer at their hands.” 13Then the
disciples understood that he was speaking

to them about John the Baptist.

14 When they came to the crowd, a
man approached Jesus, kneeling before
him 15 and saying, “Lord, have mercy
on my son, for he is an epileptic and
Tsuffers terribly. For often he falls into
the fire, and often into the water. 161
brought him to yovur disciples, but they
could not heal him.” 17 Jesus answered,
“O faithless and perverse generation, how
long shall I be with you? How long shall
I bear with you? Bring him here to me.”
18 Then Jesus rebuked the demon, and it
came out of the boy, and he was healed
from that hour. 19 Afterward the disciples
came to Jesus privately and said, “Why
could we not cast it out?” 20 Jesus said

to them, “Because of your funbelief. For
truly I say to you, if you have faith like a
grain of mustard seed, you will say to this
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and
it will move. Nothing will be impossible
for you. 21 §But this kind does not go out
except by prayer and fasting.”

22 While they were *traveling around in
Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of
Man is about to be delivered up into the
hands of men. 23 They will kill him, and
on the third day he will be raised up.” And
the disciples were greatly distressed.

24 When they came to Capernaum, the

collectors of the two-drachma tax came
to Peter and said, “Your teacher pays the

two-drachma tax, doesn't he?” 25 He said,

“Yes.” And when TPeter came into the
house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying,
“What do yov think, Simon? From whom
do the kings of the earth receive toll
or tax? From their own sons or from
strangers?” 26 IPeter said to him, “From
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strangers.” And Jesus said to him, “Then
the sons are free. 27 But so that we may
not offend them, go to the sea, cast a
hook, and take the first fish that comes
up. When yov open its mouth, yov will
find a stater coin. Take it and give it to
them for yov and me.”

18

11In that hour the disciples came to Jesus
and said, “Who is greater in the kingdom
of heaven?” 2So Jesus called over a little
child, placed him among them, 3 and
said, “Truly I say to you, unless you
change and become like little children,
you will certainly not enter the kingdom

of heaven. 4 Therefore whoever humbles
himself like this little child is greater in

the kingdom of heaven. 5> And whoever
receives one little child such as this in my
name receives me, 6 but if anyone causes
one of these little ones who believe in me
to stumble, it would be better for him to
have a heavy millstone hung around his
neck and to be drowned in the depth of
the sea.

7 “Woe to the world because of stum-
bling blocks! It is necessary that stum-
bling blocks come, yet woe to *that
man through whom the stumbling block
comes! 8If your hand or yovr foot causes

you to stumble, cut Tthem off and throw
them away from yov. It is better for yov

to enter life flame or crippled than to

have two hands or two feet and be thrown
into the eternal fire. 9 And if yovur eye

causes yov to stumble, pluck it out and
throw it away from yov. It is better for
yov to enter life with one eye than to have
two eyes and be thrown into the fires of
hell.

10 “See that you do not despise one of
these little ones, for I tell you that their
angels in heaven continually see the face

of my Father in heaven. 11 §For the Son
of Man came to save the lost. 12 What do
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you think? If a man has a hundred sheep,
and one of them goes astray, *does he not
leave the other ninety-nine fand go seek
on the mountains the one that has gone
astray? 13 And if he happens to find it,
truly I say to you, he rejoices more over
it than over the ninety-nine that have not
gone astray. 14 In the same way, it is not

the will of fyour Father in heaven that
one of these little ones should perish.

15 «“If your brother sins Sagainst yov,
go show him his fault between yov and
him alone. If he listens to yov, yov have
gained yovur brother. 16 But if he does not
listen, take one or two others with yov, so
that every matter may be established by

the mouth of two or three witnesses. 17 If
he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even
to the church, treat him as you would a

pagan or a tax collector. 18 Truly I say
to you, whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you
logse on earth will be loosed in heaven.
19 *Again, truly I say to you, if two of you
agree on earth about anything you ask,
it will be done for you by my Father in

heaven. 20 For where two or three are
gathered together in my name, I am there

among them.”

21 Then Peter came Tto Jesus and said,
“Lord, how many times must I forgive my
brother when he sins against me? Up to
seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not,
I tell yov, up to seven times, but up to
seventy times seven.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who

wished to settle accounts with his ser-
vants. 24 As he began to settle accounts,

one servant who had a debt of ten
thousand talents was brought to him.

25 But since he did not have anything
with which to repay the debt, his master
commanded him to be sold along with his
wife, his children, and all that he had,
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so that the debt could be repaid. 26 So
the servant fell down and bowed before
him, saying, “tMaster, be patient with
me, and I will repay yov all that I owe.’
27 Moved with compassion, the master of
that servant released him and forgave

him the debt. 28 But that servant went out
and found one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed

him and began to choke him, saying,
‘Repay me what yov owe.” 29 So his fellow
servant fell down Sat his feet and begged
him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will repay
*yov.” 30 But he was not willing to do
so. Instead, he went and threw him into
prison until he should repay what was

owed. 31 When his fellow servants saw
what had taken place, they were greatly

distressed and went and reported to their
master all that had happened. 32 Then the

master summoned the servant and said
to him, ‘Yov evil servant! I forgave yov

all that debt because yov begged me to
do so. 33 Should yov not also have had
mercy on yovur fellow servant, even as I
had mercy on yov? 34 And in anger his
master handed him over to the jailers to
be tortured until he should repay all that
was owed Thim. 35 My heavenly Father
will also do the same to you if each one
of you, from your hearts, does not forgive

his brother ¥for his trespasses.”

19

1 When Jesus had finished saying these
things, he departed from Galilee and
came into the region of Judea beyond the
Jordan. 2 Large crowds followed him, and
he healed them there.

3 Then *the Pharisees came up to Jesus
and tested him by asking thim, “Is it
lawful for a man to divorce his wife
for any reason?” 4 He answered fthem,
“Have you not read that he who Smade
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them from the beginning ‘made them
male and female,” 5 and said, ‘For this

reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife, and the

two will become one flesh’? 6 So then,
they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together,
let no man separate.” 7 They said to him,
“Why then did Moses command us to give

her a certificate of divorce and send her
away?” & He said to them, “Because of

your hardness of heart Moses allowed
you to divorce your wives, but from the
beginning it was not so. 91 tell you
that whoever divorces his wife, except for
fornication, and marries another, com-
mits adultery. *And whoever marries a
divorced woman commits adultery.”

10 tHis disciples said to him, “If such
is the case of a man with his wife, it is
better not to marry.” 11 But Jesus said
to them, “Not all men can accept this
statement, but only those to whom it is
given. 12 For there are eunuchs who
were born that way from their mother's
womb, and there are eunuchs who have
been made eunuchs by men, and there

are eunuchs who have made themselves
eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of

heaven. Whoever is able to accept this
should accept it.”

13 Then little children were brought to
Jesus so that he might lay his hands on
them and pray, but the disciples rebuked
those who brought them. 14 Yet Jesus
said, “Let the little children come to me
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of heaven belongs to such as these.”
15 And after laying his hands on them, he
departed from there.

16 And behold, a man came fand said
to him, “SGood Teacher, what good thing
must I do to have eternal life?” 17 Jesus

said to him, “Why *do yov call me good?
No one is good except God alone. But
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if yov wish to enter life, keep the com-
mandments.” 18 The man said to him,
“Which ones?” Jesus said, “Yov shall not
murder, Yov shall not commit adultery,
Yov shall not steal, Yov shall not give false
testimony, 19 Honor yovur father and yovur
mother, and, Yoo shall love your neighbor
as yovrself.” 20 The young man said to

him, “All these I have kept ffrom my
youth; what do I still lack?” 21Jesus said
to him, “If yov wish to be perfect, go sell
what yov have and give to the poor, and
yov will have treasure in heaven; then
come follow me.” 22 But when the young
man heard this, he went away sorrowful,
for he had many possessions.

23Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly
I say to you, only with difficulty will a
rich person enter the kingdom of heaven.
24 Again I say to you, it is easier for
a camel to fgo through the eye of a
needle than for a rich person to enter the

kingdom of God.” 25 When $Shis disciples
heard this, they were greatly astonished
and said, “Who then can be saved?”
26 Jesus looked at them and said to them,
“With men it is impossible, but with God
all things are possible.” 27 Then Peter
said to him in response, “Behold, we
have left everything and followed yov;
what then will there be for us?” 28 Jesus
said to them, “Truly I say to you, when
all things are made new and the Son
of Man sits on his throne of glory, you

who have followed me will also sit on
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes

of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left
houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother,
*wife, children, or fields for my name's
sake, will receive fa hundred times more
and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many
who are first will be last, and many who
are last will be first.

1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a

T 19:20 from my youth | —CT I 19:24 go through |

i — NA WH T 19:29 a hundred | many WH

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 20:17

master of a house who went out early
in the morning to hire workers for his
vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the
workers that they would each receive a
denarius for the day, he sent them into his
vineyard. 3 About the third hour he went
out and saw others standing idle in the
marketplace. 4 He said to them, ‘You go
into my vineyard as well, and I will give
you whatever is right.’ > So they went. He
went out again about the sixth hour and

the ninth hour and did likewise. 6 About
the eleventh hour he went out and found

others standing *idle and said to them,
‘Why have you been standing here idle all
day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one
has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go

into my vineyard as fwell, and you will
receive whatever is right.

8 “When evening came, the owner of
the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call
the workers and pay fthem their wages,
beginning with the last and going on to

the first” 9 When those who had been
hired about the eleventh hour came, they

each received a denarius. 10 So when
those who had been hired first came,
they thought they would receive more,
but they also each received a denarius.
11 When they received it, they grumbled
against the master of the house, 12 saying,
‘These last men worked for one hour, and
yov have made them equal to us, who
have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.” 13But he replied to one of
them, ‘Friend, I am doing yov no wrong.
Did yov not agree with me to work for a
denarius? 14 Take what is yovrs and go. I
wish to give to this last man just as I gave
to yov. 15 8Or is it not lawful for me to do

what I wish with what is mine? *Are yov
envious because I am good?’ 16 So the last

will be first, and the first will be last. TFor
many are called, but few are chosen.”
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he took the twelve disciples aside

Sprivately on the way and said to them,
18 “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem,
and the Son of Man will be delivered up
to the chief priests and scribes. They will

condemn him to death 19 and hand him
over to the Gentiles to be mocked, flogged,

and crucified. But on the third day he will
*rise again.”

20 Then the mother of the sons of
Zebedee came with her sons to Jesus,
and bowing down she asked him for a
favor. 21 So he said to her, “What do
yov want?” She said to him, “Say that
these two sons of mine may sit, one on
yovur right and one on yovr left, in yoor
kingdom.” 22Jesus answered, “You do not
know what you are asking. Are you able

to drink the cup that I am about to Tdrink,
or to be baptized with the baptism that
I am baptized with?” The two brothers
said to him, “We are able.” 23 So he said
to them, “You will indeed drink my fcup
and be baptized with the baptism that I
am baptized with, but to sit on my right
and on my left is not mine to give, but it is
for those for whom it has been prepared
by my Father” 24 When the ten heard
this, they were indignant with the two
brothers. 25 So Jesus called them over
and said, “You know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great
men exercise authority over them. 26 But
it shall not be so among you. Instead,
whoever wants to be great among you
must be your servant, 27 and whoever
wants to be first among you must be your
slave, 28 just as the Son of Man came not
to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”

29 As they went out from Jericho, a
large crowd followed him. 30 And behold,
there were two blind men sitting by the
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road. When they heard that Jesus was
passing by, they cried out, “SHave mercy
on us, Lord, Son of David!” 31 But the
crowd rebuked them, telling them to be
silent. Yet they cried out even more
loudly, “*Have mercy on us, Lord, Son of
David!” 32 So Jesus stopped, called them
over, and said, “What do you want me to
do for you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord,
let our eyes be opened.” 34 Moved with
compassion, Jesus touched their eyes, and
immediately Ttheir eyes received sight,
and they followed him.

21

1 When they drew near to Jerusalem
and came to *Bethsphage, at the Mount
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples ahead,
2 telling them, “Go into the village ahead
of you, and immediately you will find a
donkey tied there and a colt with it. Untie
them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone
says anything to you, say, ‘The Lord has
need of them.” And immediately he will
send them.” 4 Now ftall this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken through
the prophet:

5> “Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, yovr king is coming to yov,
humble and mounted on a donkey,

and fa colt, the foal of a beast of
burden.’”

6 So the disciples went and did just as
Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought
the donkey and the colt and laid on
them their garments, and SJesus sat on
them. 8 A very large crowd spread their
garments on the road, and others cut

down branches from the trees and also
spread them on the road. 9 The crowds
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that went ahead of him and those that
followed were crying out,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!”

10 As he came into Jerusalem, the whole
city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”
11 So the crowds were saying, “This is
*Jesus the prophet, who is from Nazareth
of Galilee.”

12 Then Jesus entered the fcourts of
God's temple and drove out all who were
selling and buying there. He overturned
the tables of the money changers and the
seats of those who were selling doves.
13 And he said to them, “It is written, ‘My
house shall be called a house of prayer,’
but you thave made it a den of robbers.”

14 Then the Slame and the blind came to
him in the temple courts, and he healed
them. 15 But when the chief priests and
the scribes saw the wonderful things that
he did and the children crying out in the
temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of
David,” they were indignant 16 and said
to him, “Do yov hear what these children
are saying?” Jesus said to them, “Yes, have
you never read,

‘Out of the mouths of babies and nursing

infants _
youv have prepared praise’?”

17 And leaving them, he went out of the
city to Bethany and spent the night there.

18 Early in the morning, as Jesus was
returning to the city, he was hungry.
19 Seeing a lone fig tree by the road, he
came to it and found nothing on it but
leaves. Then he said to it, “May there
never be any fruit from yov again.” And
at once the fig tree withered. 20 When
the disciples saw it, they were amazed,
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saying, “How did the fig tree wither all
at once?” 21Jesus answered them, “Truly
I say to you, if you have faith and do not
doubt, not only will you do what has been
done to the fig tree, but even if you say to
this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown
into the sea,” it will happen. 22 And if you
have faith, you will receive whatever you
ask for in prayer.”

23 When he entered the temple courts,
the chief priests and the elders of the
people came up to him as he was teaching
and said, “By what authority are yov
doing these things? And who gave yovu
this authority?” 24Jesus answered them,
“I will also ask you one question. If you
tell me the answer, I will also tell you by
what authority I am doing these things.
25 Where did John's authority to baptize

come from? From heaven or from men?”
So they discussed it among themselves,

saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe

him?’ 26 But we are afraid of what the
crowd might do if we say, ‘From men,’ for

everyone regards John as a prophet.” 27So
they answered Jesus, “We do not know.”
Then he said to them, “Neither will I tell
you by what authority I am doing these
things.

28 “But what do you think? A man
had two sons. He went to his first son
and said, ‘Son, go work today in *my
vineyard.” 29 His son answered, ‘I will
Tnot,” but afterward he changed his mind
and went. 30 Then the man went to his
fsecond son and said the same thing. His
second son answered, ‘I will §go, sir;” but
he did not go. 31 Which of the two did
the will of his father?” They said *to him,
“The ffirst.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I
say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes
are entering the kingdom of God ahead of
you. 32 For John came to you in the way
of righteousness, and you did not believe
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him, but tax collectors and prostitutes
believed him. Yet even after you saw
it, you did not change your minds and

believe him.

33 “Listen to another parable: There
was a master of a house who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a
winepress in it, built a tower, leased it to
farmers, and left the country. 34 When
the season for fruit drew near, he sent
his servants to the farmers to receive

his fruit. 35 But the farmers took his
servants; they beat one, killed another,

and stoned yet another. 36 Again he sent
other servants, more than the first. But

the farmers treated them in the same
way. 37 Last of all, he sent them his son,

saying, ‘They will have respect for my

son.” 38 But when the farmers saw the
son, they said among themselves, ‘This

is the heir. Come, let us kill him and
take possession of his inheritance.” 39 So
they took him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when
the owner of the vineyard comes, what
will he do to those farmers?” 41 They said
to him, “He will bring those wretches to
a wretched end and lease the vineyard to
other farmers who will give him the fruits
in their seasons.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never

read in the Scriptures,

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord's doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?

43 Therefore I tell you that the kingdom
of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people who will produce its

fruit. 44 He who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces, but anyone on whom it

falls will be crushed.”
45 When the chief priests and the Phar-

isees heard Jesus' parables, they knew he
was speaking about them. 46 Although
they were looking for a way to arrest him,
they were afraid of the crowds, because
the people regarded him as a prophet.
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22

1 Once again Jesus spoke to them
in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of
heaven can be compared to a king who
prepared a wedding feast for his son. 3He

sent his servants to call those who had
been invited to the wedding feast, but

they would not come. 4 Again he sent
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who
are invited, “Behold, I have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and the fattened cattle
have been slaughtered, and everything
is ready. Come to the wedding feast.”’
5 But they paid no attention and went
away, one to his own field and another

to his business. 6 The rest seized his
servants, mistreated them, and killed

them. 7 *When the king heard about it, he
was furious. So he sent his armies, who
destroyed those murderers and burned
down their city. 8 Then he said to his
servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but
those who were invited were not worthy.

9 Go therefore to where the roads exit
the city and invite to the wedding feast

anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went
out to the roads and gathered together all
whom they found, both evil and good, and
the wedding feast was filled with guests.

11 «“But when the king came in to see the
guests, he saw a man there who was not
clothed with a wedding garment. 12 So he
said to him, ‘Friend, how did yov come
in here without a wedding garment?’ But
the man was speechless. 13 Then the king
said to the servants, ‘Bind his ffeet and
hands, ftake him away, and throw him
into the outer darkness. In that place
there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” 14 For many are called, but few are
chosen.”

15 Then the Pharisees went and took
counsel as to how they might ensnare

Jesus in what he said. 16 They sent
their disciples to him, along with the
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know
that yov are true and teach the way of
God in truth and defer to no one, for yov
do not show partiality. 17 Tell us then,
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what do yov think? Is it lawful to pay
taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus knew
their evil intent and said, “Why are you
testing me, you hypocrites? 19 Show me
the coin for the tax.” So they brought
him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them,
“Whose image and inscription is this?”
21 They said Sto him, “Caesar's.” So he
said to them, “Then render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar's, and to God the
things that are God's.” 22When they heard
this, they were amazed. So they left him
and went away.

23 On that day some Sadducees *(who
say there is no resurrection) came to Jesus
and asked him, 24 “Teacher, Moses said,
‘If a man dies without having children,
his brother must marry the widow and
raise up offspring for him.” 25 Now there
were seven brothers among us. The
first married and died, and having no
offspring, he left his wife to his brother.
26 The same thing happened to the second
and to the third, down to the seventh.
27 Last of all, the woman Talso died. 28 In
the resurrection, therefore, which of the
seven will she be the wife of? For they all
had her”

29 Jesus answered them, “You are in
error because you know neither the Scrip-
tures nor the power of God. 30 For in the
resurrection people neither marry nor
are they given in marriage. Instead, they
are like angels fof God in heaven. 31 But
as for the resurrection of the dead, have
you not read what God said to you: 32 ‘1
am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God
of the dead, but of the living.” 33 And
when the crowds heard this, they were
astonished at his teaching.

34 Now when the Pharisees heard that
Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they
gathered together. 35 And one of them,
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a lawyer, asked Jesus a question to test
him: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said
to him, ““Yov shall love the Lord yovr God
with all yoor heart, with all yoor soul, and
with all yoor mind.” 38 This is the Smost
important and greatest commandment.
39 And a second *is like it: ‘Yov shall
love your neighbor as yovrself.’” 40 All the
Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.”

41 While the Pharisees were gathered
together, Jesus asked them, 42 “What do
you think about the Christ? Whose son
is he?” They said to him, “David's.” 43 He
said to them, “How is it then that David,
in the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord,” saying,

44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand

until I fmake your enemies a footstool
for yovr feet”’?

45 If David calls him ‘Lord, how is he
his son?” 46 No one was able to say
anything in reply, nor did anyone dare to
ask him questions anymore from that day
forward.

23

1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and
to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the
Pharisees sit on Moses' seat. 3 Therefore
*observe and do all that they tell you to
observe. But do not do what they do,
for they say things and do not do them.
4 They bind tburdens that are heavy and
hard to bear and lay them on people's
shoulders, but they themselves are not
willing to lift a finger to move them.
5 They do all their works to be seen by oth-
ers. ¥They make their phylacteries wide

and Sthe fringes of their garments long.
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6 They love the place of honor at ban-
quets, the best seats in the synagogues,
7greetings in the marketplaces, and when

others call them “*Rabbi, Rabbi.’ 8 But you
are not to be called ‘Rabbi,” for there is
one who is your finstructor, fthe Christ,
and you are all brothers. 2 And do not
call anyone on earth your father, for

there is one who is your Father, She who
is in heaven. 10 Neither are you to be
called instructors, for there is one who
is your instructor, the Christ. 11 But he
who is greater among you must be your
servant. 12 For whoever exalts himself
will be humbled, and whoever humbles
himself will be exalted.

13 “But woe to you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites! For you *devour wid-
ows' houses and for a pretense make long
prayers. Therefore you will receive a
more severe judgment.

14 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of
heaven in people's faces. You yourselves
do not enter, nor do you let in those who
are trying to enter.

15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you cross sea and land to
make a single convert, and when he has
become one, you make him twice as much
a son of hell as yourselves.

16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say,
‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is
nothing; but if anyone swears by the
gold of the temple, he is bound by his
oath.” 17 You fools and blind men! Which
is greater, the gold or the temple that
Tmakes the gold sacred? 18 You also say, ‘If
anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing;
but if anyone swears by the gift on the
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altar, he is bound by his oath.” 19 You

ffools and blind men! Which is greater,
the gift or the altar that makes the gift
sacred? 20 Therefore, whoever swears by
the altar swears by it and by everything
on it. 21 And whoever swears by the
temple swears by it and by him who
dwells in it. 22 And whoever swears by
heaven swears by the throne of God and
by him who sits upon it.

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites!  For you tithe mint, dill,
and cumin, yet you have neglected the
weightier matters of the law: justice,
mercy, and faith. These you ought to have
done without neglecting the others. 24 You
blind guides, Swho strain out a gnat but
swallow a camel!

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside
of the cup and the dish, but inside they

are full of plunder and *unrighteousness.
26 You blind Pharisee! First clean the
inside of the cup Tand the dish, and then
the outside of fthem will also be clean.

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed
tombs, which appear beautiful on the out-
side, but inside they are full of the bones

of the dead and all uncleanness. 28 In the
same way, you also appear righteous to

others on the outside, but inside you are
full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you build the tombs of
the prophets and adorn the graves of
the righteous, 30 and you say, ‘If we had
been alive in the days of our fathers,
we would not have been participants
with them in shedding the blood of the

cr T 23:8 instructor | teacher ANT CT PCK f 23:8 the Christ, | —CT § 23:9 he who
* 23:13 devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers.

Therefore you will receive a more severe judgment. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut
the kingdom of heaven in people's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor do you let in those who are trying
to enter. | shut the kingdom of heaven in people's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor do you let in those
who are trying to enter. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows' houses and
for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive a more severe judgment. SCR | shut the kingdom
of heaven in people's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor do you let in those who are trying to enter. CT

T 23:17 makes i has made CT f 23:19 fools and . —CT

swallowing WH * 23:25 unrighteousness | self-indulgence CT TR T 23:26 and the dish | —NA
them | it NA SBL WH

§ 23:24 who strain ... swallow | straining ...
f 23:26



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 23:31

prophets.” 31 Therefore you bear witness
against yourselves that you are the sons of
those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill
up, then, the measure of your fathers.
33 You serpents, you brood of vipers!
How will you escape being sentenced to
hell? 34 Therefore, behold, I am sending
you prophets, sages, and scribes. Some
of them you will kill and crucify, and
some of them you will flog in your syna-
gogues and persecute from town to town.
35 As a result, all the righteous blood

that has been shed on earth will come
upon you, from the blood of righteous

Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of
Barachiah, whom you murdered between

the temple and the altar. 3¢ Truly I say to
you, all these things will come upon this
generation.

37«0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that
kills the prophets and stones those who
are sent to yoo! How often I have wanted
to gather yovur children together as a hen
gathers her chicks under her wings, but
you were not willing! 38 Behold, your

house is left to you Sdesolate. 39 For I tell
you, from now on you will certainly not
see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord.””

24

1 As Jesus came out from the temple
courts and was walking away, his dis-
ciples came to him to show him the
buildings of the temple. 2 But Jesus *said
to them, “You see all these things, do
you not? Truly I say to you, there will
certainly not be left here one stone upon
another that will not be thrown down.”

3 Later, as Jesus was sitting on the
Mount of Olives, the disciples came to
him privately and said, “Tell us, when
will these things happen? And what will
be the sign of your coming and of the
end of the age?” 4]Jesus answered them,
“See that no one leads you astray. 5 For
many will come in my name, saying, ‘I
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am the Christ,’ and they will lead many

astray. 6 You will thear of wars and
rumors of wars. See that you are not

alarmed, for fall these things must take
place, but the end is not yet. 7 For
nation will rise up against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. There will

be Sfamines, plagues, and earthquakes in
various places. & But all these things are
the beginning of the labor pains.

9 “Then they will deliver you up to
tribulation and kill you, and you will be
hated by all nations because of my name.
10 Many will fall away and will betray one
another and hate one another. 11 Many
false prophets will rise up and lead many
astray. 12 Because lawlessness will be
increased, the love of many will grow
cold, 13 but he who endures to the end
will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the
kingdom will be proclaimed in the whole
world as a testimony to all nations, and
then the end will come.

15 “So when you see the abomination
of desolation, which was spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy
place (let the reader understand), 16 then
those who are in Judea must flee to the
mountains. 17 He who is on the housetop
must not come down to get anything
out of his house. 18 And he who is in
the field must not turn back to get his
*garments. 19 Woe to those who are
with child and to those who are nursing
infants in those days! 20 Pray that your
flight will not happen in winter or on a

Sabbath. 21 For at that time there will be
a great tribulation unlike any other from

the beginning of the world until now, and
it will never be equaled again. 22 If those
days had not been cut short, no flesh

would be saved. But for the sake of the
chosen those days will be cut short. 23 If

anyone says to you at that time, ‘Behold,
here is the Christ!” or, ‘Here he is!” do not

believe him. 24 For false christs and false
prophets will rise up and perform great
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signs and wonders so fas to lead astray,
if possible, even the chosen. 25 Behold, I
have told you in advance. 26 So if they say
to you, ‘Behold, he is in the wilderness,’ do
not go out, or, ‘Behold, he is in the inner
rooms,” do not believe it. 27 For just as
lightning comes from the east and shines
to the west, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man. 28 fFor where the carcass
is, there the vultures will be gathered
together.

29 “But immediately after the tribu-
lation of those days, the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its
light. The stars will fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of
Man will appear in the heavens, and all

the tribes of the earth will mourn when
they see the Son of Man coming on the

clouds of heaven with power and great
glory. 31 And he will send his angels with
a loud trumpet call, and they will gather
together his chosen from the four winds,
from one end of the heavens to the other.

32 “Now learn this lesson from the fig

tree: As soon as its branches become
tender and put out leaves, you know that

summer is near. 33 So also, when you see
all these things, know that he is near, at
the very gates. 34 Truly I say to you, this
generation will certainly not pass away
until all these things have taken place.
35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will certainly not pass away.

36 “No one knows about that day and
hour, not even the angels of Sheaven, but

only *my Father. 37 TAs were the days of
Noah, so will be the coming of the Son

of Man. 38 For in fthe days before the
flood, people were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day when Noah went into the ark.
39 They knew nothing about what would
happen until the flood came and took
them all away. So will it be at the coming
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of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in
the field; one will be taken and one will
be left. 41 Two women will be grinding
grain at the mill; one will be taken and
one will be left. 42 Therefore keep watch,

for you do not know Sin what hour your
Lord is coming. 43 But know this: If the

master of the house had known at what
time of night the thief was coming, he

would have kept watch and not allowed

his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of

Man is coming at an hour when you do
not expect him.

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise
servant, whom his master has set over
his household, to give them their food at
the proper time? 46 Blessed is that servant
whom his master finds so doing when he
comes. 47 Truly I say to you, he will set
him over all his possessions. 48 But if that
evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master
is delayed *in coming,’ 4% and begins to
beat his fellow servants and fto eat and
drink with the drunkards, 50 the master
of that servant will come on a day when
he does not expect him and at an hour
he does not foresee, 51 and will cut him
in two and assign his portion to be with
the hypocrites. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

25

1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven
will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went out to meet the bride-
groom. 2 Five of them were *wise, and
five were foolish. 3 When Tthose who
were foolish took their lamps, they did
not take oil with them, 4 but the wise
took oil in their flasks along with their
lamps. 5 When the bridegroom was de-
layed, they all became drowsy and slept.
6 But in the middle of the night there
was a shout: ‘Behold, the bridegroom fis
coming! Come out to meet him.” 7 Then
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all the virgins rose and trimmed their
lamps. 8 And the foolish ones said to
the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for
our lamps are going out.” 9 But the wise

replied, ‘No, there will Snot be enough
for us and for you. Instead, go to those
who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
10 But while they were on their way to
buy it, the bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went in with him to the
wedding feast. Then the door was shut.
11 Afterward the other virgins also came,
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open the door for us.’
12 But he answered, ‘Truly I say to you,
I do not know you.” 13 Therefore keep
watch, for you do not know the day or the
hour *in which the Son of Man is coming.

14 “For it is just like a man about to
go on a journey, who called his servants
and entrusted his possessions to them.
15 To one he gave five talents, to another
two talents, and to another one talent,
to each according to his ability. And he
immediately went on his journey. 16 The
man who had received the five talents
went and traded with them, and Tmade
five more ftalents. 17 In the same way,
the man who had received the two talents
Salso earned two more. 18 But the man
who had received the one talent went
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master's money.

19 “After a long time the master of those

servants came and settled accounts with
them. 20 The man who had received the
five talents came to him and brought the

other five talents, saying, ‘Master, yov
entrusted me with five talents; behold, I

have earned five more talents *besides
them. 21 His master said to him, ‘Well

done, good and faithful servant! Yov have
been faithful over a few things; I will
set yoo over many things. Enter into
the joy of your master’ 22 The man who

had received the two talents also came to
him and said, ‘Master, yov entrusted me

with two talents; behold, I have earned
two more talents Tbesides them.” 23 His
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master said to him, ‘Well done, good and

faithful servant! Yov have been faithful
over a few things; I will set yov over many

things. Enter into the joy of your master’
24Then the man who had received the one
talent came to him and said, ‘Master, I
knew that yov were a hard man, reaping
where yov did not sow and gathering
where yov scattered no seed. 25 So I was
afraid and went and hid yovr talent in the
ground. Behold, yov have what is yovrs.’
26 But his master answered him, ‘Yov evil
and lazy servant! Yov knew, did yov, that
I reap where I did not sow and gather
where I scattered no seed? 27 Then yov
should have deposited my money with
the bankers, and when I came I would
have received what is mine with interest.

28 Therefore take the talent from him and
give it to the one who has ten talents.

29 For everyone who has will be given
more, and he will have an abundance.
But the one who does not have, even what
he fhas will be taken away from him.

30 And throw that worthless servant into
the outer darkness. In that place there

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his
glory, and all the Sholy angels with him,
he will sit down on his throne of glory.
32 All the nations will be gathered before
him, and he will separate them from
one another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. 33 He will set the
sheep on his right and the goats on his
left. 34 Then the King will say to those on
his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world.
35 For I was hungry, and you gave me
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you
gave me something to drink; I was a
stranger, and you took me in; 36 I was
naked, and you clothed me; I was sick,
and you looked after me; I was in prison,
and you came to visit me.” 37 Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when
did we see yov hungry and feed yov, or

§ 25:9 not | certainly not CT * 25:13 in which the Son of Man is coming 89.3% | — CT 10.4% T 25:16 made
| y g |

i earned CT ¥ 25:16 talents | —CT § 25:17 also | —CT * 25:20 besides them | —CT T 25:22 besides

them ! —CT £ 25:29 has ! thinks he has PCK S 25:31 holy | — CT



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 25:38

thirsty and give yov something to drink?
38 When did we see yov as a stranger
and take yov in, or naked and clothe
yov? 39 When did we see yov sick or
in prison and come to visit yov?” 40 The
King will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you,
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least
of these my brothers, you did it to me.’

41 “Then he will say to those on his left,
‘Depart from me, you who are accursed,
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels. 42 For I was hungry, and
you did not give me anything to eat; I was
thirsty, and you did not give me anything
to drink; 43 I was a stranger, and you did
not take me in; I was naked, and you did
not clothe me; I was sick and in prison,
and you did not look after me.” 44 Then
they too will *answer, ‘Lord, when did we
see yov hungry or thirsty or as a stranger
or naked or sick or in prison, and not
take care of yov?’ 45 He will answer them,
‘Truly I say to you, inasmuch as you did
not do it to one of the least of these,
neither did you do it to me.” 46 And these
will go away into eternal punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.”

26

1 When Jesus had finished saying *all
these things, he said to his disciples, 2 “You
know that after two days the Passover
is coming, and the Son of Man will be
delivered up to be crucified.”

3 Then the chief fpriests, the scribes,
and the elders of the people were gath-
ered together in the courtyard of the high
priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and
they plotted together to arrest Jesus by
stealth and kill him. 5> But they said, “Not
during the feast, lest there be a riot among
the people.”

6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in
the house of Simon the leper, 7a woman
came to him with an alabaster jar of very
expensive ointment, and she poured it out
on his head as he reclined at the table.
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8 When this disciples saw it, they were
indignant and said, “For what purpose
is this waste? 9 This Sointment could
have been sold for a large sum, and
the money could have been given to the
poor.” 10 Aware of this, Jesus said to
them, “Why are you causing trouble for
this woman? For she has done a good
deed to me. 11 You always have the poor
with you, but you do not always have me.
12 She has put this ointment on my body
to prepare me for burial. 13 Truly I say
to you, wherever this gospel is preached
in the whole world, what this woman has
done will also be spoken of as a memorial
to her”

14 Then one of the twelve, the one called
Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests
15 and said, “What are you willing to give
me if I deliver him up to you?” So they
set out for him thirty pieces of silver.
16 And from then on he was looking for
an opportunity to betray Jesus.

17 On the first day of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to

Jesus and said *to him, “Where do yov
want us to make preparations for yov to
eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the
city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The
Teacher says, “My time is near. I am going
to keep the Passover with yov, along with
my disciples.”’” 19 So the disciples did as
Jesus had directed them and prepared the
Passover.

20 When evening came, Jesus was re-
clining at the table with the ftwelve.
21 As they were eating, he said, “Truly I
say to you, one of you will betray me.”
22 Greatly distressed, they began to say
to him one after another, “Surely not I,
Lord?” 23]Jesus answered, “The one who
has dipped his hand with me in the dish
will betray me. 24 The Son of Man indeed
goes just as it is written of him, but woe
to that man by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed! It would have been better for

that man if he had not been born.” 25Then
Judas, who betrayed him, replied, “Surely
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not I, Rabbi?” Jesus said to him, “Yov have
said it yovrself.”

26 As they were eating, Jesus took fthe

bread, and when he had §given thanks,
he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and
said, “Take and eat this bread; this is my

body.” 27 Then he took *the cup, and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this
is my blood of the Tnew covenant, which
is poured out for many for the remission
of sins. 29 But I tell you, from this point
forward I will certainly not drink again
from this fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it with you anew in the
kingdom of my Father” 30 And after
singing a hymn, they went out to the
Mount of Olives.

31 Then Jesus said to them, “All of
you will fall away because of me this
night. For it is written, ‘I will strike
the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock

will be scattered.” 32 But after I have
been raised up, I will go ahead of you

to Galilee.” 33 Peter answered him, “Even
if everyone else falls away because of
yov, I will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said
to him, “Truly I say to yov that on this
night, before a rooster crows, yov will
deny me three times.” 35 But Peter said
to him, “Even if I must die with yov, I
will certainly not deny yov.” And all the
disciples said the same thing.

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place
called Gethsemane, and he said to the
disciples, “Sit here while I go over there
and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter
and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to
be sorrowful and distressed. 38 Then Jesus
said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful,
even to the point of death; stay here and
keep watch with me.” 39 And going a little
farther, he fell on his face and prayed,
“My Father, if possible, let this cup pass
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from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as
you will.” 40 Then he came to the disciples
and found them sleeping, and said to
Peter, “So you could not keep watch with
me for one hour? 41 Keep watch and
pray, lest you enter into temptation. The
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.” 42 Again, he went away for a
second time and prayed, “My Father, if
this fcup cannot pass $from me unless I
drink it, may yovur will be done.” 43 Then
he came *and found them sleeping again,
for their eyes were heavy. 44 So he left
fthem and went away again and prayed
for a third time, saying the same fthing.
45 Then he came to Shis disciples and said
to them, “Sleep on now and take your

rest! Behold, the hour has drawn near,
and the Son of Man is delivered up into

the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us go.
Behold, my betrayer *has drawn near.”

47 While he was still speaking, behold,
Judas, one of the twelve, came. With him
was a large crowd with swords and clubs,
sent from the chief priests and elders of
the people. 48 Now his betrayer had given
them a sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss, he
is the one; arrest him.” 49 Immediately
he went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings,
Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 50 Jesus said
to him, “Friend, Tfor what purpose have
yov come?” Then they came forward,
took hold of Jesus, and arrested him.
51 And behold, one of the men with Jesus

stretched out his hand and drew his
sword. He struck the servant of the high

priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus
said to him, “Put yoor sword back in its
place, for all who take the sword will Idie
by the sword. 33 Or do yov think that I
cannot call on my SFather right now, and
he will provide me with more than twelve
legions of angels? >4 How then would
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the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must
happen this way?”

55 In that hour Jesus said to the crowds,
“Have you come out to arrest me with
swords and clubs as you would against a
robber? I sat daily *with you, teaching in
the temple courts, and you did not arrest
me. 56 But all this has taken place so that
the Scriptures of the prophets would be
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him
and fled.

57 Now those who had arrested Jesus
led him away to Caiaphas the high priest,

where the scribes and the elders were
assembled. 58 But Peter was following

him at a distance, coming as far as the
courtyard of the high priest. After going
inside, he sat with the officers to see the
outcome. 359 Now the chief Tpriests, the
elders, and the whole Sanhedrin were
seeking false testimony against Jesus, so
that they could put him to death, 60 but

they did not find fany. Even though many
false witnesses came forward, they did

not find any. 61 But at last two Sfalse
witnesses came forward and declared,
“This man said, I am able to destroy
the temple of God and build it in three
days.”” 62 So the high priest stood up and
said to him, “Do yov make no answer?
What are these men testifying against
yov?” 63 But Jesus was silent. Then the
high priest said to him, “I adjure yov
by the living God to tell us if yov are
the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus
said to him, “Yov have said it yovrself.
Nevertheless I say to you, from now on
you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of Power and coming on
the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high
priest tore his garments and said, “He
has blasphemed! What further need do
we have of witnesses? Behold, you have
now heard *his blasphemy. 66 What do
you think?” They answered, “He deserves
death.” 67 Then they spit in his face and
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struck him. Others slapped him, 68 saying,
“Prophesy to us, yov Christ! Who is it that
struck yov?”

69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the
courtyard, and a servant girl came to
him and said, “Yov also were with Jesus

the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before
them all, saying, “I do not know what

yovu are talking about!” 71 Then he went
out to the gateway, and another servant
girl saw him and said to those who were
there, “This man Talso was with Jesus
of Nazareth.” 72 But again he denied
it with_an oath: “I do not know the
man.” 73 After a little while, those who
were standing there came up and said to
Peter, “Truly yov also are one of them,
for even your accent gives yov away.”
74 Then he began to invoke curses and to

swear: “I do not know the man.” And
immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then

Peter remembered what Jesus had said

fto him: “Before a rooster crows, yoo will
deny me three times.” And he went out
and wept bitterly.

27

1Now when morning came, all the chief

priests and the elders *of the people took
counsel against Jesus to put him to death.
2 They bound him, led him away, and
handed him over to TPontius Pilate, the
governor.

3 When Judas, who had betrayed him,
saw that Jesus had been condemned, he
regretted what he had done and returned
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief
priests and the elders, 4 saying, “I have
sinned by betraying finnocent blood.” But
they said, “What is that to us? See to
it yourself.” 5 So he threw the pieces of
silver into the temple and departed. Then
he went away and hanged himself. ¢ The
chief priests took the pieces of silver and
said, “It is not lawful to put them into
the temple treasury, since they are a price
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paid for blood.” 7So they took counsel and
used the money to buy the potter's field as
a burial place for foreigners. 8 Therefore

that field has been called the Field of
Blood to this day. 9 Then what was spoken

by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:
“They took the thirty pieces of silver, the
price of him on whom a price had been
set, on whom some of the sons of Israel
had set a price, 10 and they gave them
for the potter's field, as the Lord directed
me.”

11 Meanwhile, Jesus stood before the
governor, and the governor asked him,
“Are yov the king of the Jews?” Jesus
said Sto him, “Youv have said it yovurself.”
12 But when he was accused by the chief
priests and the elders, he made no an-
swer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do yov
not hear all the things they are testifying
against yov?” 14 But he gave him no
answer, not even to a single charge, so the
governor was greatly amazed.

15 Now at the feast the governor was
accustomed to release one prisoner for
the crowd, whomever they wanted. 16 At
that time they had a notorious prisoner
named *Barabbas. 17 So when the crowds
were gathered together, Pilate said to
them, “Whom do you want me to release

for you? TBarabbas, or Jesus, who is
called Christ?” 18 (For he knew they had
handed Jesus over out of envy.) 19 While
Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat,
his wife sent him this message: “Have
nothing to do with that righteous man,
for I have suffered a great deal today

in a dream because of him.” 20 But the
chief priests and the elders persuaded the

crowds to ask for Barabbas to be released
and for Jesus to be executed. 21 In re-

sponse the governor said to them, “Which
of the two do you want me to release for
you?” They said, “Barabbas.” 22 So Pilate
said to them, “What then shall I do with
Jesus, who is called Christ?” They all said
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fto him, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then
the governor said, “Why? What evil has
he done?” But they cried out all the more,
“Let him be crucified!”

~ 24 When Pilate saw that he was achiev-
ing nothing and that a riot was breaking

out, he took water and washed his hands
before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent
of the blood of this Srighteous man. See to
it yourselves.” 25 All the people answered,
“His blood be on us and on our children!”
26 Then he released for them Barabbas,
but he scourged Jesus and handed him
over to be crucified.

27 Then the governor's soldiers took
Jesus with them into the governor's head-
quarters and gathered against him the
entire cohort of soldiers. 28 They stripped
him, put a scarlet robe on him, 29 twisted
together a crown of thorns, and put it
on his head. They put a reed in his
right hand, and kneeling before him, they
mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” 30 Then they spit on him, took
the reed, and beat him repeatedly on his
head. 31 When they had finished mocking
him, they stripped him of the robe and
put his own garments back on him. Then
they led him away to crucify him.

32 As they went out, they found a Cyre-
nian man named Simon. They pressed
him into service, forcing him to carry
Jesus' cross. 33 When they came to a place
called Golgotha (which means, “Place of
the Skull”), 34 they gave Jesus “sour wine
to drink mixed with gall. But when he
tasted it, he refused to drink it.

35 After crucifying him, they divided his
garments among themselves by casting
Tlots. 36 Then they sat down and kept

watch over him there. 37 Over his head
they placed the written charge against

him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King
of the Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were
crucified with him, one on his right and
one on his left. 39 Those who passed by
reviled him, shaking their heads 49 and
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saying, “Yovo who would destroy the tem-
ple and build it in three days, save
yovurself. If yov are the Son of God, come
down from the cross!” 41 In the same
way the chief priests falso, along with
the Sscribes, elders, and Pharisees, were
mocking him, saying, 42 “He saved others,
but he cannot save himself. *If he is the
king of Israel, let him come down now
from the cross, and we Twill believe fin
him. 43 He has put his trust in God; let God
deliver him now if he wants him, for he
said, ‘T am the Son of God.”” 44 The robbers

who were crucified with him were also
reviling him in the same way.

45 From the sixth hour until the ninth
hour, there was darkness over the whole
land. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus
cried out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, Slima
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God,
why have yov forsaken me?” 47 When
some of those standing there heard this,
they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.”
48 Immediately one of them ran, got a
sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on
a reed, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But
the rest said, “Leave him alone. Let us
see if Elijah comes to save *him.” 50 Then
Jesus cried out again with a loud voice
and gave up his spirit. 51 And behold, the
veil of the temple was torn in two from
top to bottom. The earth was shaken,
and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs
were opened, and the bodies of many
saints who had fallen asleep were raised.
53 (They came out of the tombs, and after
his resurrection they went into the holy
city and appeared to many) 54 Now

when the centurion and those who were
keeping watch with him over Jesus saw

the earthquake and the things that had
happened, they became very frightened
and said, “Truly this man was the Son of
God.”

55 Many women who had followed Je-
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sus from Galilee and provided for him

Twere there looking on from a distance,
56 among whom were Mary Magdalene,

Mary the mother of James and Joses, and
the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

57 When it was evening, there came a
rich man from Arimathea named Joseph,
who was himself also a disciple of Jesus.
58 He went to Pilate and asked for Jesus'
body. So Pilate commanded that the body
be given to him. 39 Joseph took the body,
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 69 and
laid it in his own new tomb, which he had
hewn in the rock. Then he rolled a large
stone against the entrance of the tomb
and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene was
there, and so was the other Mary, sitting
across from the tomb.

62 The next day (that is, after the day
of Preparation), the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered together before Pilate
63 and said, “Sir, we remember that while
he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After
three days I will rise again.” 64 Therefore
command that the tomb be secured until
the third day, lest Shis disciples come
*by night, steal him away, and say to
the people, ‘He has been raised from the
dead.’ This last deception would be worse
than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You
have a guard of soldiers. Go and make it
as secure as you know how.” 66 So they
went and secured the tomb by sealing the
stone and posting the guard of soldiers.

28

1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the
first day of the week, Mary Magdalene
came to see the tomb along with the
other Mary. 2 And behold, there was a
great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven and came and
rolled away the stone *from the entrance
and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing was as white
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as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of
him that they trembled and became like
dead men. 5 Then the angel said to the
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know
that you are looking for Jesus, who has
been crucified. ¢ He is not here, for he
is risen, just as he said. Come see the
place where fthe Lord lay. 7 And now
go quickly and tell his disciples that he
is risen from the dead. And behold, he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him. Listen to what I have told
you.” 8So they went fout quickly from
the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran

to tell his disciples. 9 SAs they went to
tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them
and said, “Greetings!” So they came up,
took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.
10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be
afraid; go tell my brothers to go to Galilee,
and there they will see me.”

11 As they went, behold, some of the
guards went into the city and brought
word to the chief priests of all that had
taken place. 12 After the chief priests

had assembled with the elders and taken
counsel, they gave a large sum of money

to the soldiers 13 and said, “Tell people,
‘His disciples came by night and stole him
away while we were sleeping.” 14 If this
matter is heard before the governor, we
will persuade him and keep you free from
concern.” 15 So they took the money and
did as they had been instructed. And this
story is still being spread among the Jews
today.

16 Meanwhile, the eleven disciples went
to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus
had directed them to go. 17 When they
saw him, they worshiped him, but some
doubted. 18 Then Jesus came and said
to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. 19 *Go
and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to obey everything I

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 28:20

have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, even to the end of the
age.” TAmen.

Published eight years after the ascension
of Christ.}
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THE GOSPE,II_.‘ &CCORDING
MARK
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus

*Christ, the Son of God.
2 As it is written in fthe Prophets,

“Behold, I am sending my messenger
ahead of yov,
who will prepare yoor way fbefore
yov,
3 the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness,
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight,””

4John Scame baptizing in the wilderness
and preaching a baptism of repentance
for the remission of sins. > The whole
Judean countryside was going out to him,
and so were “the people of Jerusalem.
They were all being baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair
and wore a leather belt around his waist;
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He
proclaimed, “After me comes one who
is mightier than I, the strap of whose
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down
and untie. 8 I have baptized you with
water, but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.”

9 In those days Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. 10 Immediately as
he was coming up Tfrom the water, he
saw the heavens being split apart and
the Spirit descending on him like a dove.
11 Then a voice came from heaven: “Yovu

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 1:25

are my beloved ISon, in whom I am well
pleased.”

12 Immediately the Spirit drove him out
into the wilderness, 13 and he was Sthere
in the wilderness for forty days, being
tempted by Satan. He was with the wild
beasts, and the angels ministered to him.

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus

went to Galilee, preaching the gospel *of
the kingdom of God 15 and saying, “The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
has drawn near. Repent and believe in
the gospel.”

16 As Jesus was fwalking by the Sea
of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew
fhis brother (that is, Simon's brother)
casting a net in the sea, for they were
fishermen. 17 Jesus said to them, “Follow
me, and I will make you become fishers
of men.” 18 So they immediately left their
nets and followed him. 19 Going on a little

farther Sfrom there, he saw James the
son of Zebedee and John his brother as
they were in the boat mending their nets.
20 Immediately he called them, and they

left their father Zebedee in the boat with
the hired men and followed him.
21 They went to Capernaum, and im-

mediately on the Sabbath Jesus *went

into fthe synagogue and began teaching.
22 The people were astonished at his
teaching, because he was teaching them
as one who had authority, and not as

the scribes. 23 INow in their synagogue
there was a man who was possessed by
an unclean spirit. He cried out, 24 “§Leave
us alone! What do yov have to do with
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have yov come
to destroy us? I know who yov are—the
Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of
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him!” 26 So the unclean spirit convulsed
the man and came out of him, crying out
with a loud voice. 27 All the people were
amazed so that they questioned *among
themselves, saying, “What is this? TWhat
new teaching is this that with authority he
commands even the unclean spirits, and
they obey him?” 28 And the news about

him immediately ¥spread throughout all
the surrounding region of Galilee.

29 After leaving the synagogue, they im-
mediately went to the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now
Simon's mother-in-law lay sick with a
fever, and they immediately told Jesus
about her. 31 So he went over to her and
raised her up, taking hold of her hand.
§Immediately the fever left her, and she
began to serve them.

32 When evening came, after the sun
had set, they brought to Jesus all who
were sick and those who were possessed
by demons. 33 The whole city was
gathered together at the door, 34 and he
healed many who were sick with various
diseases. He also cast out many demons,
but he would not allow the demons to
speak, because they knew *who he was.

35 Early the next morning, while it was
still very dark, Jesus rose and departed.
He went off to a desolate place and prayed
there. 36 Simon and his companions
searched diligently for him, 37 and when
they found him, they said to him, “Ev-
eryone is looking for yov.” 38 Jesus said
to them, “Let us Tgo into the neighboring
towns so that I may preach there also, for
that is why I have come.” 39 So he fwas
preaching in their synagogues in all of
Galilee and casting out demons.
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40 Then a leper came up and Sknelt be-
fore him, begging him, “If yov are willing,
yov can make me clean.” 41 *Moved with
compassion, Jesus stretched out his hand,
touched the man, and said to him, “I am
willing; be made clean.” 42 TWhen he said
this, the leprosy immediately departed
from the man, and he was made clean.
43 Then Jesus sternly warned him and
immediately sent him away, 4 saying
to him, “See that yov say nothing to
anyone, but go show yovrself to the priest
and offer for your cleansing what Moses
commanded, as a testimony to them.”
45 But the man went out and began to
proclaim it widely and to spread the
news, so that Jesus could no longer openly
enter a town, but was out in desolate
places. Yet people were coming to him
from everywhere.

2

1A few days *later Jesus went to Caper-
naum again, and the people heard that he
was at home. 2 fimmediately many were
gathered together, so that there was no
longer any room, not even at the door,
and he was speaking the word to them.
3 Then some people came to him, bringing
a paralytic carried by four men. 4 Since
they were not able to fcome near Jesus
because of the crowd, they uncovered the
roof where he was. After digging through
it, they let down the mat on which the
paralytic was lying. 5 When Jesus saw
their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son,
yovr sins are forgiven Syov.”

6 Now some of the scribes were sitting
there and questioning in their hearts:
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7 “Why does this man *speak such blas-
phemies? Who can forgive sins but God
alone?” 8 Immediately Jesus knew in
his spirit that they were discussing these
questions among themselves, so he said
to them, “Why are you questioning these
things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier,
to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are
fforgiven,” or to say, ‘Rise, take up yovr
mat, and walk’? 10 But so that you may
know that the Son of Man has authority
on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the
paralytic— 11 “I say to yov, rise, pick up
your mat, and go to your house.” 12 So
the man fimmediately rose, picked up his
mat, and went out in front of them all,
so that they were all amazed and began
glorifying God, saying, “We have never
seen anything like this!”

13 Once again Jesus went out by the sea.
The entire crowd came to him, and he
taught them. 14 As he was walking along,
he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at
the tax booth. Jesus said to him, “Follow
me,” so Levi rose and followed him.

15 Later, as Jesus was reclining at the
table in Levi's house, many tax collec-
tors and sinners reclined with him and
his disciples, for there were many who
followed him. 16 When the scribes Sand
the Pharisees saw Jesus eating with *tax
collectors and sinners, they said to his
disciples, “Why is he eating fand drinking
with tax collectors and sinners?” 17 When
Jesus heard this, he said to them, “It is not
those who are healthy who have need of
a physician, but those who are sick. I did
not come to call the righteous, but sinners

fto repentance.”

18 Now the disciples of John and Sthe
disciples of the Pharisees were fasting.
So some people came and said to Jesus,
“Why do the disciples of John and the
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disciples of the Pharisees fast, but yovur
disciples do not fast?” 19 Jesus said to
them, “Can the bridegroom's attendants
fast while the bridegroom is with them?
As long as they have the bridegroom with
them they cannot fast. 20 But the days
are coming when the bridegroom will be
taken away from them, and then they will

fast in *those days.
21 “No one sews a piece of unshrunk

cloth on an old garment. Otherwise, Tthe
garment's new patch pulls away from
the old cloth, and a worse tear is made.
22 And no one puts new wine into old
wineskins. Otherwise, the Inew wine
bursts the wineskins, and the wine Sis
spilled, and the wineskins are destroyed.
But new wine *must be put into new
wineskins.”

23 On the Sabbath Jesus was going
through the grainfields, and his disciples
began to make their way, plucking heads
of grain. 24 So the Pharisees said to him,
“Behold, why are they doing what is not

lawful to do on the Sabbath?” 25 He said to
them, “Have you never read what David

did when he had need and was hungry,
he and those who were with him, 26 how
he entered the house of God, in the time
of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the
bread of the Presence, which is not lawful
for anyone to eat except for the priests,
and how he also gave it to those who were
with him?” 27 Then he said to them, “The
Sabbath was made for man, not man for

the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord
even of the Sabbath.”

3

1 Once again Jesus went into “the syn-
agogue, and a man was there who had

a withered hand. 2 Now the Pharisees
were watching Jesus closely to see if he

would heal the man on the Sabbath, so
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that they could accuse him. 3 And he
said to the man with the withered hand,
“Rise and come forward.” 4 Then Jesus
said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath
to do good or to do evil, to save life or to
kill?” But they were silent. 5 After looking
around at them with anger, grieved by
the hardness of their hearts, he said to
the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So
he stretched it out, and his hand was
Trestored, as sound as the other. 6 Then
the Pharisees went out and immediately
took counsel with the Herodians against
Jesus as to how they might destroy him.

7 But Jesus withdrew with his disciples
to the sea, and a great multitude from
Galilee followed thim, and also from
Judea, 8 from Jerusalem, from Idumea,
and from beyond the Jordan. A great
multitude of people from around Tyre
and Sidon also came to him when they
heard about everything he was doing.
9Then he told his disciples to have a small
boat ready for him, so that the crowd

would not crush him. 19For he had healed
many, so that all who had afflictions

were pressing toward him to touch him.
11 Whenever the unclean spirits saw him,
they would fall down before him and cry
out, “Youv are the Son of God.” 12 But he
would strictly warn them not to make him
known.

13 Afterward Jesus went up on the
mountain and called for those whom he
wanted, and they came to him. 14 He
appointed Stwelve so that they might be
with him and so that he might send them
out to preach 15 and to have authority to
*heal diseases and cast out demons. 16 He
fappointed Simon (whom he gave the
name Peter); 17 James the son of Zebedee
and John the brother of James (whom he
gave the name Boanerges, which means,

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 3:34

Sons of Thunder); 18 Andrew, Philip,
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James
the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon
the fCananite, 19 and Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed him.

Then Sthey entered a house, 20 and *a
crowd came together again, so that Jesus
and his disciples could not even eat bread.
21 When his family heard about it, they
went out to restrain him, for they said,

“He is out of his mind.” 22 But the scribes
who had come down from Jerusalem said,

“He has Beelzebul,” and, “By the ruler

of demons he casts out demons.” 23 So
Jesus called them over and said to them in

parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan?
24 If a kingdom is divided against itself,
that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a
house is divided against itself, that house
fcannot stand. 26 And if Satan has risen
up against himself and is divided, he
cannot stand, but has come to an end.
271No one can enter the house of a strong
man and plunder his goods unless he
first binds the strong man. Then he can
plunder his house.

28 “Truly I say to you, all sins will be
forgiven the sons of men, and whatever
blasphemies they utter. 29 But whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never
has forgiveness, but is Ssubject to eternal
judgment.” 30 He said this because they
were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”

31 Then *Jesus' brothers and mother
came, and standing outside, they sent
word to him and called for him. 32 There
was a crowd sitting around Jesus, and
they said to him, “Behold, yovr Tmother,
yovur brothers, and yovr sisters are out-
side looking for yov.” 33 But he answered
them, “Who is my mother, for my broth-
ers?” 34 And looking around in a circle at
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the people sitting there, he said, “Behold,
these are my mother and my brothers!

35 §For whoever does the will of God is
my brother and *my sister and fmother.”

4

1 Once again Jesus began to teach by
the sea, and a *large crowd was gathered
around him. So he got into fthe boat
and sat in it on the sea, while the entire

crowd was beside the sea on the shore.
2 Then he taught them many things in

parables, and in his teaching he said to
them, 3 “Listen! The sower went out
to sow. 4 As he sowed, some seed fell
falong the path, and the Sbirds came and
devoured it. S5 Other seed fell on rocky
ground, where it did not have much soil,
and it sprang up immediately because it
had no depth of soil. 6 But when the
sun rose, it was scorched; and because it
had no root, it withered away. 7 Other
seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked it, and it produced
no fruit. 8 But *other seed fell into good

soil and produced ffruit that grew and
increased; some bore thirty, some sixty,
and some a hundred times more than
what was sown.” 9 Then he fsaid, “He who
has ears to hear, let him hear.”

10 When he was alone, those who were
around him, along with the twelve, asked
him about the Sparable. 11 So he said to

them, “To you *it has been given to know
the mystery of the kingdom of God, but to
those who are outside everything is said
in parables, 12 so that

‘they may see but not perceive,
and hear but not understand,
lest they should turn back and ftheir sins
be forgiven them.”
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13 Then he said to them, “Do you not
understand this parable? How then will
you understand all the other parables?

14 The sower sows the word. 15 Now some
people are like the seed along the path,

where the word is sown. When they hear,
Satan immediately comes and takes away
the word that is sown in ftheir hearts.
16 S§Likewise, some people are like the
seed sown on rocky ground. When they
hear the word, they immediately receive
it with joy. 17 Yet they have no root
in themselves, but are only temporary.
When tribulation or persecution arises on
account of the word, they immediately
fall away. 18 Others are like the seed
sown among the thorns. *They hear the
word, 19 but the cares of Tthis world, the
deceitfulness of riches, and the desires
for other things enter in and choke the
word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20 But
others are like the seed sown on the good
soil. They hear the word, receive it, and
bear fruit—some thirty, some sixty, and

some a hundred times more than what
was sown.”

21 He also said to them, “Is a lamp
brought in to be put under a basket, or
under a bed? Is it not brought in to be set
on a lampstand? 22 For there is nothing
hidden fthat will not be made manifest,
nor has anything been made secret, but
that it may come to light. 23 If anyone has
ears to hear, let him hear.”

24 Then he said to them, “Consider what
you hear. With the measure you use
it will be measured to §you, and more

will be added to you *who hear. 25 For
whoever has will be given more, but
whoever does not have, even what he has
will be taken away from him.”

26 He also said, “The kingdom of God
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is like a man who scatters seed on the
ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and

day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he
does not know how. 28 fFor the earth
produces a crop by itself, first the stalk,
then the head, then the full grain in the
head. 29 When the crop is ready, the man
immediately sends in the sickle, for the
harvest has come.”

30 Then Jesus said, “To what fcan we
compare the kingdom of God? Or what

parable can we use to Sdescribe it? 311t is
like a grain of mustard seed, which, when
it is sown on the ground, is smaller than

all the seeds on earth. 32 Yet when it is
sown, it grows and becomes larger than

all the garden plants and produces large
branches, so that the birds of the sky can
nest in its shade.”

33 With many similar parables he spoke
the word to them, to the extent that they
were able to understand it. 34 He did not
*speak to them without using a parable,
but privately he explained everything to
his disciples.

35 On that day, when evening came,
Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us cross

over to the other side of the sea.” 36 So
they left the crowd and took him with

them in the boat, just as he was. Other
Tlittle boats were also with him. 37 Now
a great windstorm arose, and the waves
were beating against the boat, so that it
was nearly swamped. 38 But Jesus was in
the stern, asleep on a cushion. So they
woke him up and said to him, “Teacher,
do yov not care that we are perishing?”
39Then he woke up and rebuked the wind
and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” So
the wind ceased, and there was a great
calm. 40 Then he said to them, “Why are

you Sso afraid? *How is it that you have
no faith?” 41 And they were filled with
great fear and said to one another, “Who
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then is this, that even the wind and the
sea obey him?”

1 Then they came to the other side of

the sea, to the region of the *Gadarenes.
2 As Jesus got out of the boat, he was im-
mediately met by a man from the tombs
who had an unclean spirit. 3 This man
lived among the tombs, and no one could
bind thim, not even with chains. 4 For

he had often been bound with shackles
and chains, but he tore the chains apart

and broke the shackles in pieces. No one
was strong enough to subdue him. 5 Night

and day, fon the mountains and among
the tombs, he would continually cry out
and cut himself with stones.

6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he

ran and bowed down before him. 7 Then
he cried out with a loud voice and said,

“What do yov have to do with me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? I adjure yov by
God, do not torment me.” & For Jesus had
said to him, “Come out of the man, yov
unclean spirit!” 9 Then Jesus asked him,
“What is yoor name?” He Sanswered,
“My name is Legion, for we are many.”
10 And he earnestly begged Jesus not to
send them out of that region.

11 Now there was a large herd of pigs

feeding there near the *mountain. 12 tAll
the demons begged Jesus, “Send us into
the pigs, so that we may go into them.”

13S0 he fimmediately gave them permis-
sion, and the unclean spirits came out and
went into the pigs. Then the herd, about
two thousand in number, rushed down
the steep bank into the sea, and were

drowned in the sea.
14 Those who had been feeding the pigs

then ran off and reported it in the city and
in the countryside. So the people went
out to see what had happened. 15 They
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came to Jesus and saw the man who
had been possessed by demons sitting
there, clothed and in his right mind—
the man who had been possessed by the
“Legion”—and they were afraid. 16 Those

who had seen it told them what had
happened to the man who had been

possessed by demons, and they also told
them about the pigs. 17 Then the people
began begging Jesus to depart from their
region. 18 When Jesus got into the boat,
the man who had been possessed by
demons begged to go with him. 19 But
Jesus did not permit him to do so. Instead,
he said to him, “Go to yovr house and to
yovur people, and report to them all that
the Lord has done for yov and how he
has had mercy on yov.” 20 So the man
went away and began to proclaim in the
Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him,
and all the people were amazed.

21 When Jesus had again crossed over
in the boat to the other side of the sea,
a large crowd was gathered around him,
and he was by the sea. 22 SAnd behold,
one of the rulers of the synagogue came,
whose name was Jairus. When he saw
Jesus, he fell down at his feet 23 and
begged him earnestly, “My little daughter
is at the point of death. Please come
and lay your hands on her so that she
may be *healed, and she will live.” 24 So
Jesus went with him, and a large crowd
followed him and pressed in on him.

25 Now there was a woman who had
suffered from a flow of blood for twelve
years. 26 She had suffered a great deal

under many physicians and had spent
all she had, yet received no benefit from
it, but had only grown worse. 27 When
she heard about Jesus, she came up be-
hind him in the crowd and touched his
garment. 28 For she fsaid, “If I touch
even his garments, I will be healed.”
29 Immediately her flow of blood was
dried up, and she knew in her body that
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she had been healed from her affliction.
30 Jesus immediately perceived in himself

that power had gone out from him, so
he turned around in the crowd and said,
“Who touched my garments?” 31 His
disciples said to him, “Yov see the crowd
pressing in on yov, and yet yovu say,
‘Who touched me?’” 32 But he kept looking

around to see who had done it. 33 Now
the woman was frightened and trembling,

knowing what had happened to her, so

she came and fell down before him and
told him the whole truth. 34 Then Jesus

said to her, “Daughter, your faith has
healed yov. Go in peace, and be healed
of yovr affliction.”

35 While he was still speaking, some
people came from the ruler of the syn-
agogue's house and said, “Yoor daugh-
ter has died; why trouble the teacher
any further?” 36 But when Jesus fheard
what they said, he immediately said to
the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not be
afraid; only believe.” 37 From that point
he did not allow anyone to accompany
him except Peter, James, and John the
brother of James. 38 When She came
to the ruler of the synagogue's house,
he saw a commotion, people weeping
and wailing loudly. 39 Then he went in
and said to them, “Why are you making
a commotion and weeping? The child
is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they
began laughing at him. But he put them
all outside, took the child's father and
mother and those who were with him,
and went in to where the child was *lying
down. 41 Then he took hold of the child's
hand and said to her, “Talitha tkoumi,”
which means, “Little girl, I say to yov,
arise.” 42 Immediately the girl got up and
began to walk (for she was twelve years
old), and they were fovercome with great
amazement. 43 Then he gave them strict
orders not to let anyone know about this,
and he told them to give her something to
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eat.

6

1 Then Jesus left that place and went to
his hometown, and his disciples followed
him. 2 When the Sabbath came, he began
to teach in the synagogue, and many
who heard him were astonished, saying,
“Where did this man get these things?
And what is this wisdom that has been
given to him, *that such miracles are done
by his hands? 3 Is this not the carpenter,
the son of Mary, and the brother of James,
Joses, Judas, and Simon? Are not his
sisters here with us?” And they took
offense at him. 4 Then Jesus said to them,
“A prophet is not without honor except in
his hometown, among his relatives, and

in his own household.” > So he could do
no miracle there, except that he laid his

hands on a few sick people and healed
them. 6 And he was amazed at their
unbelief.

Then Jesus went around among the
villages teaching. 7 He summoned the
twelve and began to send them out two by
two, giving them authority over unclean
spirits. 8 He instructed them to take
nothing for their journey except a staff—
no Tknapsack, no bread, and no copper
money in their belts. 9 He told them

to wear sandals but not an_ extra tunic.
10 He also said to them, “Whenever you

enter a house, stay there until you leave
that place. 11 If fanyone will not receive
you or listen to you, shake the dust off
your feet as you leave that place, as a
testimony against them. STruly I say to
you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom
and Gomorrah on the day of judgment
than for that city.” 12 So they went out
and preached that people should repent.
13 They also cast out many demons and
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anointed with oil many who were sick
and healed them.

14 Now King Herod heard about this,
for Jesus' name had become known, and

*he said, “John the Baptist has been
raised from the dead, and that is why
these mighty powers are at work in him.”
15 Others said, “He is Elijah.” And others

said, “He is a prophet, flike one of the
prophets.” 16 But when Herod heard this,
he said, “YThis is John, whom I beheaded;
he has been raised $from the dead.”

17 For Herod himself had sent men to
arrest John and chain him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip's
wife, whom Herod had married. 18 For
John had been saying to Herod, “It is
not lawful for yov to have yovr brother's
wife.” 19 So Herodias held a grudge
against John and wanted to kill him,

but she was not able to do so. 20 For
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a

righteous and holy man, and he protected
him. When Herod listened to John, he

would listen to him gladly *and do many
things.

21 But an opportune day came. On
his birthday Herod prepared a banquet
for his nobles, military commanders, and
the prominent men of Galilee. 22 When

Tthe daughter of Herodias came in and
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests.
So the king said to the girl, “Ask me for
whatever yov wish, and I will give it to

yov.” 23 He fswore to her, “Whatever yov
ask me, I will give to yov, up to half of
my kingdom.” 24 So she went out and
said to her mother, “What should I ask
for?” Her mother said, “The head of John
the Baptist.” 25 Immediately the girl came
in with haste to the king and made her
request, saying, “I want yov to give me
at once the head of John the Baptist on
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a platter.” 26 Although the king was very
sad, because of his oaths and his guests,
he did not want to reject her. 27 So the
king immediately sent an executioner and
commanded that John's head be brought

back. 28 The executioner then went and
beheaded John in the prison, brought his

head on a platter, and gave it to the
girl. And the girl gave it to her mother.
29 When John's disciples heard about it,
they came and took his body and laid it
in a tomb.

30 Meanwhile, the apostles gathered
around Jesus and told him about all they
had done and taught. 31 Then he said
to them, “Come away by yourselves to a
desolate place and rest for a little while.”
For many people were coming and going,
and Jesus and his apostles did not even
have an opportunity to eat. 32 So they

went away to a desolate place in Sthe boat
by themselves. 33 Now *many saw them
going away and recognized fJesus. They

ran together on foot from all the ftowns,
got there ahead of them, and gathered
around him. 34 When Jesus went ashore
and saw a large crowd, he was moved
with compassion for them, because they
were like sheep without a shepherd. So
he began to teach them many things.

35 When the hour was already quite
late, his disciples came to him and said,
“This place is desolate, and the hour is
now late. 36 Send the people away so
that they may go into the surrounding
countryside and villages and buy them-
selves Sbread, for they have nothing to
eat.” 37 But Jesus answered them, “You
give them something to eat.” They said to
him, “Are we to go and buy two hundred
denarii worth of bread and give it to
them to eat?” 38 He said to them, “How
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many loaves do you have? Go and see.”
When they found out, they said, “Five,

and two fish.” 39 Then he directed them
to have all the people sit down in groups

on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in
groups of hundreds and fifties. 41 Then he
took the five loaves and the two fish, and
looking up to heaven, he blessed the food.
He broke the loaves and gave them to

*his disciples to set before the people, and
he divided the two fish among them all.
42 They all ate and were filled, 43 and the
disciples picked up twelve baskets full of
the broken pieces and of the fish. 4 Now
those who had eaten the loaves were ffive
thousand men.

45 Immediately Jesus compelled his dis-
ciples to get into the boat and go ahead
of him to the other side of the sea, to
Bethsaida, while he sent the crowd away.
46 After taking leave of them, he went to
the mountain to pray. 47 When evening
came, the boat was in the middle of the
sea, and he was alone on the land. 48 {He
saw the disciples straining as they rowed,
for the wind was against them. About
the fourth watch of the night he came to
them, walking on the sea, and intended
to pass them by. 49 But when they saw
him walking on the sea, they thought it
was a ghost and cried out. 59 For they
all saw him and were terrified. But Jesus
immediately said to them, “Take courage!
ItisI; do not be afraid.” 51 Then he got into
the boat with them, and the wind ceased.
And they were utterly Sand completely

amazed *and in awe; 52 for they did not
understand the significance of what had
happened with the loaves, thecause their
hearts were hardened.

53 When they had crossed the sea, they
came to fthe land of Gennesaret and
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moored the boat. 54 When they got out
of the boat, people immediately recog-
nized Jesus. 55 So the people ran around
throughout that entire Ssurrounding re-
gion and began to carry the sick on mats
to wherever they heard he was. 56 And
wherever he went, to villages, cities, or
the countryside, they would lay the sick
in the marketplaces and beg him to let the
sick touch even the fringe of his garment.
And all who touched it were healed.

7

1 Now the Pharisees and some of the
scribes who had come from Jerusalem
were gathered around *Jesus. 2 When
they saw some of his disciples eating
bread with hands that were defiled (that
is, unwashed), they criticized them. 3 (For
none of the Pharisees or Jews eat unless
they wash their hands properly, holding
to the tradition of the elders. 4 And
when they come from the marketplace,
they do not eat unless they have fwashed.
There are also many other traditions
they observe, such as the washing of

cups, fpots, copper vessels, and dining

couches.) > Now the Pharisees and the
scribes asked Jesus, “Why do yovur disci-

ples not walk according to the tradition of
the elders, but eat bread with Sunwashed

hands?” 6 He *answered them, “Isaiah
prophesied rightly about you hypocrites,
as it is written,

‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their heart is far from me.

7 They worship me in vain,
teaching as doctrines the command-
ments of men.’
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8 fFor you have neglected the command-
ment of God and are holding to the tra-

dition of fmen, such as various washings
of pots and cups. And you do many other
similar things such as these.”

9 Then he said to them, “You have a fine
way of setting aside the commandment
of God so that you may Skeep your
tradition! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor yovr
father and yoor mother, and, ‘Whoever
speaks evil of his father or mother must
surely die’ 11 But you teach that it is
acceptable for a man to say to his father
or mother, ‘Whatever benefit yov might
have received from me is Corban’” (that
is, a gift to God). 12 “In this way you no
longer permit him to do anything for his
father or his mother, 13 thus nullifying the
word of God by your tradition that you
have handed down. And you do many
similar things such as these.”

14 Then Jesus called *over the entire
crowd and said to them, “Listen to me,
all of you, and understand: 15 There is
nothing outside of a person that can defile
him by going into him, but the things that
come out of a person are what defile him.
16 TIf anyone has ears to hear, let him
hear”

17 After Jesus had left the crowd and
gone into a house, his disciples asked him
about the parable. 18 He said to them, “So
are you also without understanding? Do
you fnot understand that whatever goes
into a person from the outside cannot
defile him? 19 For it does not go into his
heart but into his stomach; then it goes
out into the Slatrine, thus purifying all
foods.” 20 He also said, “It is what comes
out of a person that defiles a person.
21 For from within, from the hearts of

* 71 Jesus. When they saw some of his disciples eating ... unwashed), they

criticized them. | Jesus, and they saw that some of his disciples were eating ... unwashed). CT T 7:4 washed
78.4% | sprinkled themselves WH 3.4% {74 pots, copper vessels, and dining couches 98.6% | pots and copper
vessels TH WH 0.6% § 7:5 unwashed | defiled CT * 7:6 answered | said to CT T 7:8 For you | You CT
frs men, such as various washings of pots and cups. And you do many other similar things such as these.
74.8% | men. CT 1.7% § 7:9 keep 97.6% | establish NA 0.7% 7:14 over the entire crowd | the crowd over
again CT T 7:16 1f anyone has ears to hear, let him hear. 97.6% | — ANT CT 1.1% f 7:18 not | not yet ANT

§ 7:19 latrine, thus purifying all foods.” | latrine.” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) CT * 721 adultery,
fornication, murder, theft | fornication, theft, murder, adultery CT



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 7:22

men, come evil thoughts, *adultery, for-
nication, murder, 22 theft, covetousness,
wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slan-
der, pride, and foolishness. 23 All these
evil things come from within and defile a
person.”

24 Then Jesus rose from there and went
away to the region of Tyre Tand Sidon.

He went into fa house and did not want
anyone to know it, yet he could not escape

notice. 25 8For a woman whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit heard
about him and came and fell at his
feet. 26 (This woman was a Greek, a
Syrophoenician by birth.) She asked Jesus
to cast the demon out of her daughter.
27 But Jesus said to her, “Let the children
first be filled, for it is not good to take
the children's bread and throw it to the
dogs.” 28 She answered him, “*Yes, Lord,
Tyet even the dogs under the table eat the
children's crumbs.” 29 Then he said to her;
“Because of this reply, yov may go; the
demon has come out of yovr daughter.”
30 And when she went to her house, she
found fthe demon gone and her daughter
lying in bed.

31 Then Jesus came back from the re-
gion of Tyre and S$Sidon and went to
the Sea of Galilee, within the region of
the Decapolis. 32 Some people brought
to him a deaf man who had a speech
impediment, and they begged him to lay
his hand on the man. 33 So Jesus took him
aside privately, away from the crowd.
Then he put his fingers into the man's
ears, spit, and touched the man's tongue.
34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed
and said to him, “Ephphatha” (that is,
“Be opened”). 35 *Immediately the man's
ears were opened, the impediment of
his tongue was removed, and he began
speaking clearly. 36 Then Jesus ordered
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them not to tell anyone. But as much
as he ordered them not to do so, they
proclaimed it all the more. 37 And they
were completely astonished, saying, “He
has done all things well. He even makes
the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

8

1 In those days, when there was *a
very large crowd that had nothing to eat,

Jesus called this disciples over and said to
them, 2 “I have compassion on the crowd
because they have stayed with me now
for three days and have nothing to eat. 31If
I send them away to their homes without
having eaten, they will faint on the way,
ffor some of them Shave come from far
away.” 4 His disciples answered him,
“How can anyone feed these people with

bread here in the wilderness?” > He asked
them, “How many loaves do you have?”

They said, “Seven.” 6 So he commanded
the crowd to sit down on the ground,
and taking the seven loaves, he gave
thanks, broke them, and gave them to his
disciples to distribute, and they set them
before the crowd. 7 They also had a few
small fish. After blessing the fish, Jesus
told the disciples to set them before the
crowd as well. 8 They ate and were filled,
and the disciples picked up what was left
over of the broken pieces, seven baskets
full. 9 There were about four thousand
men *who had eaten. After sending them
away, 10 Jesus immediately got into the
boat with his disciples and went to the

district of Dalmanutha.
11 Then the Pharisees came and began

to argue with Jesus, asking him for a
sign from heaven, to test him. 12 Sighing
deeply in his spirit, he said, “Why does
this generation ask for a sign? Truly I
say Tto you, no sign will be given to this
generation.” 13 Then he left them, got into

T 7:24 and Sidon | — ecMf NasBL ¥ 7:24 a i the TR § 7:25 For a woman whose little daughter had an

unclean spirit | Instead, a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately CT

* 7:28 Yes, !

— ECM NA SBL T 7:28 yet | — ANT CT i 7:30 the demon gone and her daughter lying in bed | the child
lying in bed and the demon gone ANT CT § 7:31 sidon and went 98% i went through Sidon CT 0.7% * 7:35
Immediately the | The ECM SBL TH WH * 81 a very 95.5% | again a ANT CT 3.4% T 81 his | the ecMmt NA

SBL TH WH
to you 99.5% | — WH 0.3%

f 83 for i and CT § 8:3 have come | are WH

* 8:9 who had eaten | —ANT CT T 812



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 8:14

the boat again, and went away to the
other side of the sea.

14 Now the disciples had forgotten to
bring bread, and they had nothing with
them in the boat except for one loaf.
15 Then Jesus gave them strict orders,
saying, “Watch out! Beware of the leaven
of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”
16 So they discussed fthis with one an-
other, saying, “He must have said this

because we have no bread.” 17 Aware
of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are

you discussing the fact that you have
no bread? Do you not yet perceive
or understand? Are your hearts Sstill
hardened? 18 Having eyes do you not see,
and having ears do you not hear? Do you

not remember? 19 When I broke the five
loaves for the five thousand, how many

baskets full of broken pieces did you pick
up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” 20 “And

when I broke the seven loaves for the
four thousand, how many baskets full of

broken pieces did you pick up?” They
*said, “Seven.” 21 Then he said to them,
“fHow is it that you do not understand?”

22 When Jesus came to Bethsaida, some
people brought to him a blind man and
begged Jesus to touch him. 23 So he took
the blind man by the hand and led him
out of the village. Then he spit on the
man's eyes, laid his hands on him, and
asked Shim if he saw anything. 24 The
man looked up and said, “I can see people,
but they look like trees walking around.”
25 S0 Jesus put his hands on the man's
eyes *again and had him look up. Then
the man's sight was restored, and he saw
feveryone clearly. 26 And Jesus sent him

away to his house, saying, “Do not fgo into
the village or tell anyone in the village
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what has happened.”

27 Then Jesus went on to the villages
of Caesarea Philippi along with his disci-
ples. On the way he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that I am?” 28 They

Sanswered, “Some say John the Baptist,
others say Elijah, and others say that yov
are one of the prophets.” 29 He *said
to them, “But who do you say that I
am?” Peter answered him, “Yov are the
Christ.” 30 And Jesus warned them not to
tell anyone about him.

31 Then he began to teach them that
the Son of Man must suffer many things
and be rejected by the elders, the chief
priests, and the scribes, and that he must
be killed and after three days rise again.
32 He was stating the matter plainly, so
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33 But turning around and looking
at his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying,
“Get behind me, Satan! For yov are not
thinking about the things of God, but the
things of men.”

34 Then he called the crowd over, along
with his disciples, and said to them, “If
anyone wants to Tfollow me, he must
deny himself, take up his cross, and

follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his

life for my sake and for the sake of the
gospel will save it. 36 For what fwill it
benefit a person Sif he gains the whole
world but forfeits his soul? 37 *Or what
can a person give in exchange for his
soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and
my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, the Son of Man will also be

ashamed of him when he comes in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
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1 And he said to them, “Truly I say
to you, there are some standing here
who will certainly not taste death until
they see the kingdom of God come with
power.”

2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James,
and John, and led them up on a high
mountain by themselves. There he was
transfigured before them. 3 His garments
became radiant and extremely white,
*like snow, such as no launderer on
earth can whiten them. 4 Then Elijah
appeared to them with Moses, and they
were talking with Jesus. > So Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here.
Let us make three shelters, one for yov,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 (For
they were terrified, and he did not know

fwhat to say.) 7 Then a cloud came and
overshadowed them, and a voice came
from the fcloud: “This is my beloved Son;
listen to him!” 8 And suddenly, when
they looked around, they no longer saw
anyone with them but Jesus.

9 As they were coming down from the
mountain, Jesus ordered them to tell no
one what they had seen until the Son of
Man had risen from the dead. 10 So they
kept the matter to themselves, discussing
what this rising from the dead could
mean. 11 Then they asked him, “Why
do the scribes say that Elijah must come

first?” 12He Sanswered them, “Elijah does
indeed come first to restore all things.

How then is it written that the Son of Man
must suffer many things and be treated

with contempt? 13 But I tell you that Elijah
has indeed come, and they did to him
whatever they wished, just as it is written
about him.”

14 When *Jesus came back to the other

disciples, he saw a large crowd around
them, and some scribes arguing with
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them. 15 When the whole crowd saw him,
they were greatly amazed and immedi-
ately ran up and greeted him. 16 Then he
asked Tthe scribes, “What are you arguing
fwith them about?” 17 One man from
among the crowd Sanswered, “Teacher, I
brought yov my son, who has a spirit that
makes him mute. 18 Whenever it seizes
him, it throws him down, and he foams at
the mouth, grinds his teeth, and becomes
rigid. I asked yovr disciples to cast it out,
but they were not able to do so.” 19Jesus
answered *him, “O faithless generation,
how long shall I be with you? How long
shall I bear with you? Bring him to
me.” 20 So they brought the boy to him.
When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately
threw the boy into convulsions, and he
fell on the ground and rolled around,
foaming at the mouth. 21 Then Jesus
asked the boy's father, “How long has
this been happening to him?” The father
said, “From childhood. 22 It often throws
him into the fire and into the water, to
destroy him. But if yov are able to do
anything, help us and have compassion

on us.” 23Jesus said to him, “IThe question
is whether yov are able to believe. All
things are possible for the one who be-
lieves.” 24 Immediately the child's father
cried out and said fwith tears, “I Sbelieve,
Lord; help my unbelief!” 25 When Jesus
saw that *a crowd came running together,
he rebuked the unclean spirit and said to
it, “Yov spirit that makes this boy mute
and deaf, I command yov, come out of
him and never enter him again!” 26 After
crying out, the spirit convulsed the boy
greatly and came out, and the boy became
as though he were dead, so that many
said, “He is dead!” 27 But Jesus took him by
the hand and raised him up, and the boy
arose. 28 Now when Jesus came into the
house, his disciples asked him privately,

T 9:6 what to say | how to respond CT f 97 cloua: | cloud, saying,
ANTTR § 9:12 answered | said to CT * 9:14 Jesus came back to the other disciples, he |

they came back to

the other disciples, they CT T 9:16 the scribes | them CT i 9:16 with them about | about among yourselves

ANT SBL S 9:17 answered . answered him CT

* 9:19 him | them CT T 9:23 The question is whether

yov are able to believe. | ‘If yov are able’? CT f 9:24 with tears 96.5% . —CT 0.9% § 9:24 believe, Lord; |

believe; CT * 9:25 a i the PCK



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 8:29

“Why could we not cast it out?” 29 He said
to them, “This kind cannot come out by
anything except prayer fand fasting.”

30 Then they went away from there and
fpassed through Galilee, but Jesus did not
want anyone to know it. 31 For he was
teaching his disciples and telling them,
“The Son of Man is going to be delivered
up into the hands of men, and they will
kill him. Yet Safter he has been killed, he
will rise on the third day.” 32 But they did
not understand what this meant, and they
were afraid to ask him about it.

33 Then *Jesus came to Capernaum, and
when he was in the house, he asked
the disciples, “What were you discussing
famong yourselves on the way?” 34 But
they were silent, because on the way they
had been arguing with one another about
who was greater. 35 So Jesus sat down,
called the twelve over, and said to them,
“If anyone wants to be first, he must be

last of all and a servant to all.” 36 Then he
took a child and placed him before them.

And taking the child in his arms, he said
to them, 37 “Whoever receives one child
such as this in my name receives me; and
whoever receives me, receives not me,
but him who sent me.”

38 John said to him fin response,
“Teacher, we saw Ssomeone who does
not follow us casting out demons in yovr
name, and we told him to stop because
he does not follow us.” 39 But Jesus said,
“Do not stop him, for no one who does a
miracle in my name will be able to speak
evil of me soon afterward. 49 For whoever
is not against *you is for you. 4! Truly I
say to you, whoever gives you a cup of
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water to drink Tin my name, because you
belong to Christ, will certainly not lose his
reward.

42 “If anyone causes one of these little

ones who believe fin me to stumble, it

would be better for him if a Smillstone
were hung around his neck and he were

thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand
causes yov to stumble, cut it off. It is
better for yov to enter life crippled than
to have two hands and go into hell, into
the unquenchable *fire, 44 ‘where their

worm_does not die and the fire is not
quenched.” 45 And if your foot causes yov

to stumble, cut it off. It is better for
you to enter life lame than to have two
feet and be thrown into Thell, into the
unquenchable fire, 46 ‘where their worm
does not die and the fire is not quenched.’
47 And if yovur eye causes yov to stumble,
tear it out. It is better for yov to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye than to have
two eyes and fbe thrown into Sthe fires
of hell, 48 ‘where *their worm does not
die and the fire is not quenched.” 49 For
everyone will be salted with Tfire, and
every sacrifice will be seasoned with salt.
50 Salt is good, but if it becomes unsalty,
with what shall you season it? Have salt
in yourselves, and be at peace with one
another”

10
1Jesus then rose from there and went
to the region of *Judea, traveling through
the region beyond the Jordan, and crowds
gathered around him again. And again he
taught them, as he was accustomed to do.
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2 Then fsome Pharisees came up to Je-
sus and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful

for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He an-
swered them, “What did Moses command

you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man

to write a certificate of divorce and send
her away.” 5 But Jesus answered them,

“Because of your hardness of heart he
wrote you this commandment. 6 But from
the beginning of creation, God ‘made

them male and female.” 7 ‘For this reason
a man will leave his father and mother

fand be joined to his wife, 8 and the two
will become one flesh.” So then, they are
no longer two, but one flesh. ° Therefore
what God has joined together, let no man
separate.”

10 In the house $§Jesus' disciples asked

him again about *the same matter. 11 So
he said to them, “Whoever divorces his
wife and marries another commits adul-
tery against her. 12 And if Ta woman
divorces her husband and gets married to
another, she commits adultery.”

13 Now people were bringing children
to Jesus so that he might touch them, but
the disciples rebuked those who were
bringing them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he
was indignant and said to them, “Let the
little children come to me; do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of God belongs
to such as these. 15 Truly I say to you,
whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God like a little child will certainly not
enter it.” 16 And taking the children in
his arms, he laid his hands on them and
blessed them.

17 As he was setting out on the road,
Sa man ran up, knelt before him, and
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I
do to inherit eternal life?” 18 Jesus said to
him, “Why do yov call me good? No one
is good except God alone. 19 Yoo know

f 10:7 and be joined to his wife |

—WH §10:10 Jesus ! the ANT CT

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 10:31

the commandments: ‘Do not *commit
adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do

not give false testimony, Do not defraud,
Honor yovur father and mother’” 20 The
man fanswered him, “Teacher, all these
I have kept from my youth.” 21 As Jesus
looked at him, he felt love for the man and
said to him, “One thing yov lack: £Go and
sell all that yovo have and give to the poor,
and yov will have treasure in heaven; and
Stake up yovor cross and come follow me.”
22 But the man was dejected by what Jesus
said and went away sorrowful, for he had
many possessions.

23 Then Jesus looked around and said
to his disciples, “How difficult it will be

for those who have riches to enter the
kingdom of God!” 24 The disciples were

amazed at his words. But Jesus said to
them again, “Children, how difficult it is
*for those who trust in riches to enter
the kingdom of God! 25 fIt is easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich person to enter the king-
dom of God.” 26 They were completely
astonished at this and said to fone an-
other, “Who then can be saved?” 27 Jesus
looked at them and said, “With men it
is impossible, but not with God. For all

things are possible with God.” 28 Peter
began to say to him, “Behold, we have
left everything and followed yov.” 29 Jesus
Sanswered, “Truly I say to you, there is no
one who has left house, brothers, sisters,
*father, mother, Twife, children, or fields,
for my sake and for the sake of the gospel,
30 who will not receive now in this age a
hundred times as many houses, brothers,
sisters, fmothers, children, and fields—
along with persecutions—and in the age
to come eternal life. 31 But many who are
first will be last, and many who are last
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will be first.”

32 Now they were on the road going up
to Jerusalem. Jesus was walking ahead

of them, and they were amazed. But Sas
they followed they were afraid. Again he
took the twelve aside and began to tell
them what was going to happen to him:
33 “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem,
and the Son of Man will be delivered up
to the chief priests and scribes. They will
condemn him to death and hand him over
to the Gentiles. 34 They will mock him,
*flog him, spit on him, and kill him. But
Ton the third day he will rise again.”

35 Then James and John, fthe sons

of Zebedee, came to him and Ssaid,
“Teacher, we want yov to do for us
whatever we *ask.” 36 So he said to them,
“What do you want me to do for you?”
37 They said to him, “Grant to us that we
may sit, one on yovur right and one on
yovr left, in your glory.” 38 But Jesus said
to them, “You do not know what you are
asking. Are you able to drink the cup
that I drink, Tand to be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptized with?” 39 They
said to him, “We are able.” Then Jesus
said to them, “You will findeed drink the
cup that I drink, and be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptized with, 40 but
to sit on my right Sand on my left is not
mine to give, but it is for those for whom
it has been prepared.” 41 When the ten
heard this, they began to be indignant
with James and John. 42 So Jesus called

them over and said to them, “You know
that those who are recognized as rulers
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their great men exercise authority over

them. 43 But it *shall not be so among
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you. Instead, whoever wants to be great
among you must be your servant, 44 and
whoever wants to be first among you
must be a slave to all. 45 For even the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

46 Then they came to Jericho. Now as
Jesus was going out from Jericho, along

with his disciples and a large crowd, fthe
blind man Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus,
fwas sitting by the road begging. 47 When
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth,
he began to cry out, “Son of David, Jesus,
have mercy on me!” 48 Many people
began rebuking him, telling him to be
silent, but he cried out all the more, “Son
of David, have mercy on me!” 49 Then
Jesus stopped and Sasked for him to be
called over. So they called out to the blind
man and said to him, “Take courage and
get up; he is calling for yov.” 50 Throwing

off his cloak, he *rose and came to Jesus.
51 Then Jesus said to him, “What do yov
want me to do for yov?” The blind man
said to him, “Rabboni, I want to receive
my sight.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go; yovr
faith has healed yov.” Immediately he
received his sight and began following
Jesus on the road.

11

1 When they drew near to Jerusalem
and came to *Bethsphage and Bethany,
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of
his disciples ahead 2 and said to them,
“Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately as you enter it you will find
a colt tied there, on which no one fhas
sat. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone
says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say,
‘The Lord has need of fit’ Then he will
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immediately send it here.” 4So they went
and found 8a colt outside in the street tied
at a door, and they untied it. > But some of
the people who were standing there said
to them, “What are you doing, untying
the colt?” 6 They answered them just as

Jesus had *instructed, and the people let
them go. 7 Then they brought the colt to
Jesus and put their garments on it, and
he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their

garments on the road, and others Teut
down leafy branches from the trees and
also spread them on the road. ° Those

who went ahead of him and those who
followed were crying out,

“Hosanna! .
Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord!

10 Blessed is the fkingdom of our
father David that is coming in the
name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest!”

11 Then Jesus entered Jerusalem and went
into the temple courts. When he had
looked around at everything, he went out
to Bethany with the twelve, since the hour
was already late.

12 On the next day, as they went
out from Bethany, Jesus was hungry.
13 Seeing in the distance a fig tree that
had leaves, he went to find out if it had
any fruit. When he came to it, he found
nothing but leaves, because it was not the
season for figs. 14 In response Jesus said
to the fig tree, “May no one ever eat fruit
from yov again.” And his disciples heard
it.

15 Then they Scame to Jerusalem, and
Jesus entered the temple courts and be-
gan driving out those who were selling

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 11:28

and buying there. He overturned the ta-
bles of the money changers and the seats
of those who were selling doves, 16 and he
would not allow anyone to carry anything
through the temple courts. 17 Then he
began to teach *the people, saying, “Is it
not written, ‘My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all nations’? But you
have made it a den of robbers.” 18 When
the Tscribes and the chief priests heard
this, they began looking for a way to
destroy him, for they were afraid of him,
because the entire crowd was astonished
at his teaching. 19 And when evening

came, the went out of the city.

20 In the morning, as they went along,
they saw that the fig tree had withered

from its roots. 21 Then Peter remembered
what had happened and said to Jesus,

“Rabbi, behold, the fig tree that yov
cursed has withered!” 22In response Jesus
said to them, “Have faith in God. 23 SFor
truly I say to you, if anyone says to this
mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into
the sea,” and does not doubt in his heart,
but believes that what he says is going
to happen, *whatever he says will be
granted to him. 24 Therefore I tell you,
whatever you ask for in prayer, believe
that you Tare receiving it, and it will
be yours. 25 And whenever you stand
praying, if you have anything against
anyone, forgive him, so that your Father
in heaven will also forgive you your
trespasses. 26 fBut if you do not forgive,
neither will your Father in heaven forgive
your trespasses.”

27 Again they came to Jerusalem, and as
Jesus was walking in the temple courts,
the chief priests, the scribes, and the
elders came up to him 28 and said to
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him, “By what authority are yov doing
these things? SAnd who gave yov this
authority to do them?” 29Jesus *answered
them, “I will Talso ask you one question;
answer me, and I will tell you by what
authority I am doing these things: 30 Did
John's authority to baptize come from
heaven or from men? fAnswer me.” 31So
they Sconsidered it among themselves,
saying, “*If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will
say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?
32 But fshall we say, ‘From men’?”—they
were afraid of the ipeople, for everyone
thought that John was Struly a prophet.
33 So they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” *In response Jesus said to them,
“Neither will I tell you by what authority
I am doing these things.”

12

1 Then Jesus began to speak to them
in parables: “A man planted a vineyard,
put a fence around it, dug a pit for the
winepress, built a tower, leased it to
farmers, and left the country. 2 At harvest

time he sent a servant to the farmers to
receive from them some of the fruit of
the vineyard. 3 But they took him, beat

him, and sent him away empty-handed.
4 Again he sent to them another servant,
and they *threw stones at him, struck
him on the head, and fsent him away
after dishonoring him. 5 fAgain he sent
another, and that one they killed. He
also sent many others, some of whom
they beat, and some of whom they killed.
6 Now he still had Shis one beloved son.
He sent him to them *as well, last of
all, saying, ‘They will have respect for
my son.’ 7 But Tthe farmers said to one
another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us
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kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’
8 So they took him, killed him, and threw
him out of the vineyard.  What ¥then will
the owner of the vineyard do? He will
come and destroy those farmers and give
the vineyard to others. 10 Have you not
read this Scripture:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

11 this was the Lord's doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?”

12 Then the chief priests, the scribes,
and the elders were looking for a way to
arrest Jesus because they knew he had
spoken the parable against them. But
they were afraid of the crowd, so they left
him and went away.

13 Later they sent to him some of the
Pharisees and the Herodians, to trap him
in his speech. 14 They came and said to
him, “Teacher, we know that yov are true
and defer to no one, for yov do not show
partiality but teach the way of God in
truth. SIs it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar,
or not? 15 Should we give, or should we
not give?” But knowing their hypocrisy,
Jesus said to them, “Why are you testing
me? Bring me a denarius and let me look
atit.” 16 So they brought one. Then he said
to them, “Whose image and inscription is
this?” They said *to him, “Caesar's.” 17 fIn
response Jesus said to them, “Render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to
God the things that are God's.” And they
were famazed at him.

18 Then some Sadducees (who say there
is no resurrection) came to Jesus and
asked him, 19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for
us: ‘If a man's brother dies, leaving a wife
but no children, that man must marry
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the widow and raise up offspring for
his brother’ 20 Now there were seven
brothers. The first married a woman and
died, leaving no offspring. 21 The second
married her and died, Sand he also left
no offspring; the third did likewise. 22 In
fact, *the seven all married her and left
no offspring. Last of all, the woman also
died. 23 fIn the resurrection, when they
rise again, which of them will she be the
wife of? For the seven all had her as a
wife.”

24 Jesus fanswered them, “Is this not
why you are in error, because you know
neither the Scriptures nor the power of
God? 25 For when people rise from the
dead, they neither marry nor are they
given in marriage. Instead, they are like
Sthe angels in heaven. 26 But as for the
dead being raised, have you not read in
the Book of Moses, in the passage about
the burning bush, how God said to him,
‘T am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is
not the God of the dead, but *the God of
the living. You have ftherefore made a
serious error.”

28 Now one of the scribes came up
and heard them debating, and when he
frealized that Jesus had answered them
well, he asked him, “Which is the most
important commandment of all?” 29 Jesus
answered Shim, “The most important *of
all the commandments is this: ‘Hear, O
Israel: The Lord four God, the Lord is
one. 30 And yov shall love the Lord yovur
God with all your heart, with all yovur
soul, with all yoor mind, and with all yoor
strength.” ¥This is the most important

commandment. 31 SAnd a second like it
is this: ‘Yoo shall love your neighbor as
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yovrself” There is no other command-
ment greater than these.” 32 Then the
scribe said to him, “Yov are right, Teacher.
In truth yov have said that God is one,
and that there is no other besides him,
33 and that to love him with all yovur
heart, with all yoor understanding, *with
all yovor soul, and with all yovr strength,
and to love yovur neighbor as yovrself is
greater than every whole burnt offering
and sacrifice.” 34 When Jesus saw that
the man had answered wisely, he said to
him, “Yov are not far from the kingdom
of God.” And no one dared to ask him
questions anymore.

35 As Jesus taught in the temple courts,
he said, “How can the scribes say that the

Christ is the Son of David? 36 fFor David
himself said in the Holy Spirit,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand

until I make yovr enemies a footstool
for yovr feet.”’

37 David himself calls him ‘Lord,” so how
is he his son?” And the large crowd was
listening to him gladly.

38 Jesus also said Sto them in his teach-
ing, “Beware of the scribes, who like to
walk around in long robes, and to receive
greetings in the marketplaces, 39 and to
have the best seats in the synagogues and
the places of honor at banquets, 49 who
devour widows' houses and for a pretense
make long prayers. They will receive a
more severe judgment.”

41 Later Jesus sat down across from the
treasury and watched how the crowd was
putting money into the treasury. Many
rich people put in large amounts. 42 Then
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a poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which are worth a penny.
43 So Jesus called his disciples over and
said to them, “Truly I say to you, this
poor widow has put more money into
the treasury than all the others. 44 For
they have all put in money out of their
abundance, but she, out of her poverty,
has put in all that she had, her entire
livelihood.”

13

1 As Jesus was coming out from the
temple courts, one of his disciples said
to him, “Teacher, look! What wonderful
stones and what wonderful buildings!”
2Jesus *answered him, “Do yov see these
great buildings? There will certainly not
be fleft one stone upon another that will

not be thrown down.”

3 Later, as Jesus was sitting on the
Mount of Olives, across from the temple,
Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked
him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these
things happen? And what will be the
sign when all these things are about to
be fulfilled?” >Jesus began to say to them
fin response, “See that no one leads you
astray. 6 SFor many will come in my
name, saying, ‘I am he, and will lead
many astray. 7 When you hear of wars
and rumors of wars, do not be *alarmed,
for these things must take place, but the
end is not yet. 8 For nation will rise
up against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in
various places, along with famines Tand
riots. These are the beginning of the labor
pains.

9 “You must watch out for fyourselves,
for they will deliver you up to councils,
and you will be beaten in Ssynagogues.
For my sake you will even be *set before
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governors and kings as witnesses to them.
10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed
to all nations. 11 When they lead you away
and hand you over, do not be anxious

beforehand about what you should Tsay.
Do not give it much thought, but say
whatever is given to you in that hour, for
it will not be you speaking, but the Holy
Spirit. 12 Brother will deliver up brother
to death, and a father his child, and
children will rise up against their parents
and have them put to death. 13 You will
be hated by all because of my name, but
he who endures to the end will be saved.

14 “When you see the abomination of
fdesolation, which was spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing where it
should not be (let the reader understand),
then those who are in Judea must flee
to the mountains. 15 He who is on the
housetop must not come down Sinto his
house or go inside to get anything out

of his house. 16 And he who is in the
field must not turn back to get his cloak.

17 Woe to those who are with child and
to those who are nursing infants in those
days! 18 Pray that “your flight will not
happen in winter. 19 For those days will
be a time of tribulation unlike any other
from the beginning of God's creation until
now, and it will never be equaled again.
20If the Lord had not cut those days short,

no flesh would be saved. But for the sake
of the chosen, whom he has selected, he

has cut those days short. 21 If anyone says
to you at that time, ‘Behold, here is the
TChrist!” or, ‘Behold, there he is”” do not

believe him. 22 For false christs and false
prophets will rise up and perform signs

and wonders to lead astray, if possible,
feven the chosen. 23 So you must watch

out! $Behold, I have told you everything
in advance.
24 “But in those days, after that time of
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tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and
the moon will not give its light. 25 The
stars *of heaven will be falling, and the
powers that are in the heavens will be
shaken. 26 Then people will see the Son
of Man coming in the clouds with great
power and glory. 27 And he will send This

angels and gather together fhis chosen
from the four winds, from the ends of the
earth to the ends of heaven.

28 “Now learn this lesson from the fig
tree: As soon as its branches become
tender and put out leaves, Syou know that
summer is near. 29 So also, when you
see these things taking place, know that
he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I
say to you, this generation will certainly
not pass away until all these things have
taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass

away, but my words will *certainly not
pass away.

32 “No one knows about that day Tor
hour, not even the angels in heaven or
the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on

guard; stay alert fand pray! For you do
not know when the time is coming. 34 It
is like a man away on a journey: When
he leaves his house and gives authority
to his servants, assigning to each one his
task, he also commands the doorkeeper
to keep watch. 35 Therefore keep watch,
for you do not know when the master of
the house is coming—in the evening, at
midnight, when the rooster crows, or in
the morning. 36 Otherwise, he may come
suddenly and find you sleeping. 37 What
I say to you, I say to everyone: Keep
watch!”

14

1 Now the Passover and the Feast of
Unleavened Bread were two days away,

and the chief priests and the scribes were
looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth

and kill him. 2 *But they said, “Not during
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the feast, otherwise there will be a riot
among the people.”

3 Meanwhile Jesus was in Bethany, re-
clining at the table in the house of Simon
the leper, and a woman came with an
alabaster jar of very expensive ointment
made of pure nard. She broke the
alabaster jar and poured out the ointment
on his head. 4 But some were expressing
indignation to one Tanother, saying, “For
what purpose has this ointment been
wasted? 35 It could have been sold for
more than three hundred denarii, and
the money could have been given to the
poor.” So they began scolding her. ¢ But
Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why are you
causing trouble for her? She has done
a good deed to me. 7 For you always

have the poor with you, and you fcan
do good to them whenever you wish, but
you do not always have me. 8 She has
done what she could; she has anointed
my body beforehand to prepare me for
burial. 9 Truly I say to you, wherever Sthis
gospel is preached in the whole world,
what this woman has done will also be
spoken of as a memorial to her.”

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve,
went to the chief priests to deliver Jesus
up to them. 11 When they heard why he
had come, they were glad and promised
to give him money. So he was looking
for a way to betray Jesus at an opportune
time.

12 On the first day of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, when the Passover
lamb is sacrificed, Jesus' disciples said
to him, “Where do yov want us to go
and make preparations for yovo to eat

the Passover?” 13 So he sent two of his
disciples and said to them, “Go into the

city, and a man carrying a jug of water
will meet you. Follow him. 14 Wherever
he enters, tell the master of the house,
‘The Teacher asks, “Where is *the guest
room where I may eat the Passover with
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my disciples?”’ 15 He will then show you
a large upper room, furnished and pre-
pared; make preparations for us there.”

16 So This disciples left, went into the city,
and found it just as Jesus had told them,
and they prepared the Passover.

17 When it was evening, Jesus came
with the twelve. 18 As they were reclining
at the table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly
I say to you, one of you who is eating
with me will betray me.” 19 So they began
to be sorrowful and to say one after

another, “Surely not I?” fand, “Surely not

I?” 20 Jesus Sanswered them, “It is one of
the twelve, one who is dipping bread with
me into the *dish. 21 fThe Son of Man
indeed goes just as it is written of him, but
woe to that man by whom the Son of Man
is betrayed. It would have been better for
that man if he had not been born.”

22 As they were eating, Jesus took bread,
and when he had blessed it, he broke it,
gave it to them, and said, “ITake and eat
this bread; this is my body.” 23 Then he

took Sthe cup, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and they all
drank of it. 24 He said to them, “This is
my blood of the *new covenant, which is
poured out for many. 25 Truly I say to
you, I will certainly not drink again from
the fruit of the vine until that day when
I drink it anew in the kingdom of God.”
26 And after singing a hymn, they went out
to the Mount of Olives.

27 Then Jesus said to them, “All of you
will fall away thecause of me this night.
For it is written, ‘I will strike the shep-
herd, and the sheep will be scattered.’
28 However, after I have been raised up,
I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 29 But
Peter said to him, “Even if everyone else
falls away, I will not.” 30 Jesus said to
him, “Truly I say to yov that today, on this
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night, before a rooster crows twice, yov
will deny me three times.” 31 But Peter
said fall the more vehemently, “Even if
I must die with yov, I will certainly not
deny yov.” And they all said the same
thing.

32 Then they went to a place called
Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his dis-
ciples, “Sit here while I go and pray.”
33 He took with him Peter, James, and
John, and began to be greatly disturbed
and Sdistressed. 34 He said to them, “My
soul is very sorrowful, even to the point
of death; stay here and keep watch.”

35 Going a little farther, he fell on *the
ground and prayed that, if it were possi-
ble, the hour might pass from him. 36 He
said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible
for yov. Take this cup away from me;
nevertheless, not what I will, but what
yov will.” 37 Then he came and found
them sleeping, and said to Peter, “Simon,
are yov sleeping? Could fyov not keep
watch for one hour? 38 Keep watch and
pray, lest you enter into temptation. The
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.” 39 Once again he went away and
prayed the same prayer. 40 When he
freturned, he found them sleeping again,
for their eyes were Sheavy, and they did
not know what to say in response. 41 Then
he came a third time and said to them,
“Sleep on now and take your rest! It is
enough; the hour has come. Behold, the
Son of Man is delivered up into the hands
of sinners. 42 Rise, let us go! Behold, my
betrayer has drawn near.”

43 Immediately, as he was still speak-
ing, *]udas arrived, fwho was one of

the twelve. With him was a flarge
crowd with swords and clubs, sent by the
chief priests, the scribes, and the elders.
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44 Now his betrayer had given them a
signal, saying, “Whomever I Kkiss, he is
the one; arrest him and lead him away
under guard.” 45 When Judas came, he
immediately went up to Jesus and said
Sto him, “*Rabbi! Rabbi!” And he kissed
him. 46 Then they took hold of Jesus and
arrested him. 47 But one of the bystanders
drew his sword, struck the servant of the
high priest, and cut off his ear. 48 Then
Jesus said to them, “Have you come out
to arrest me with swords and clubs as you
would against a robber? 491 was with you
daily, teaching in the temple courts, and
you did not arrest me. But these things
are happening so that the Scriptures may
be fulfilled.” 50 Then they all left him and
fled.

51 Now a certain young man was fol-
lowing Jesus, wearing nothing but a linen
cloth. TThe young men tried to seize him,
52 but he left the linen cloth behind and
ran away Hfrom them naked.

53 Then they led Jesus away to the high
priest, and all the chief priests, the elders,

and the scribes were assembled Stogether
with him. 54 Peter had followed Jesus
at a distance, right into the courtyard of
the high priest. There he sat with the
officers, warming himself in the light of
the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the
whole Sanhedrin were seeking testimony
against Jesus so that they could put him
to death, but they did not find any. 56 For
many were giving false testimony against
him, but their testimonies did not agree.
57 Then some stood up and gave false
testimony against him, declaring, 38 “We
heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple
that is made with hands, and in three days

I will build another that is not made with
hands.”” 59 Yet even then their testimony

did not agree. 60 Then the high priest
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stood up before them and asked Jesus,
“Do yov make no answer? What are these
men testifying against yov?” 61 But he was
silent and made no answer. Again the
high priest asked him, “Are yov the Christ,
the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 Jesus
said, “I am. And you will see the Son
of Man sitting at the right hand of Power
and coming *with the clouds of heaven.”
63 Then the high priest tore his garments
and said, “What further need do we have

of witnesses? 64 You have Theard his
blasphemy. What seems right to you?”

And they all condemned him as deserving
death. 65 Then some began to spit on him,
to blindfold him, and to beat him, saying

to him, “fProphesy!” And the officers

Skept striking him with the palms of their
hands.

66 Now as Peter was in the courtyard
below, one of the servant girls of the
high priest came. 67 When she saw
Peter warming himself, she looked at him
and said, “Yov also were with Jesus of
Nazareth.” 68 But he denied it, saying,
“I neither know nor understand what
you are talking about!” Then he went
outside to the *gateway, and a rooster
crowed. 69 When the servant girl saw

Thim again, she began saying to those who
were standing nearby, “This man is one
of them.” 70 But again he denied it. After
a little while, those who were standing
nearby said to Peter once again, “Truly
yovu are one of them, for yov also are a

fGalilean, and your accent is like theirs.”
71 But he began to invoke curses and to
swear: “I do not know this man of whom
you speak.” 72 §Then a rooster crowed
a second time, and Peter remembered
what Jesus had said to him: “Before a
rooster crows twice, yoo will deny me
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three times.” And he broke down and
wept.

15

1 As soon as it was morning, the
chief priests took counsel with the elders,
scribes, and the whole Sanhedrin. They
bound Jesus, led him away, and handed
him over to Pilate. 2 So Pilate asked him,
“Are yov the king of the Jews?” Jesus
answered him, “Yov have said it yovrself.”
3 Then the chief priests accused him of
many *things. 4So Pilate asked him again,
“Do yov make no answer? See how many
things they are Ttestifying against yov!”
5 But Jesus made no further answer, so

Pilate was amazed.
6 Now at the feast Pilate would release
one prisoner for the people, whomever

they requested. 7 And there was a man
named Barabbas who was in prison with
fhis fellow insurrectionists who had com-
mitted murder in the insurrection. & So
the crowd Scried out and began to ask
Pilate to do what he *had always done
for them. 9 Pilate answered them, “Do
you want me to release for you the king
of the Jews?” 10 (For he knew that the
chief priests had handed Jesus over out
of envy.) 11 But the chief priests stirred
up the crowd to have Pilate release for
them Barabbas instead. 12 In response

Pilate said to them again, “What then Tdo
you want me to do with the man you
call King of the Jews?” 13 They cried out
again, “Crucify him!” 14 Pilate said to
them, “Why? What evil has he done?”
But they cried out all the more, “Crucify
him!” 15Then Pilate, wishing to satisfy the
crowd, released for them Barabbas. But
he scourged Jesus and handed him over

to be crucified. . _
16 So the soldiers led him away into the

palace (that is, the governor's headquar-
ters) and called together the entire cohort
of soldiers. 17 They clothed him with
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a purple robe, twisted together a crown
of thorns, and put it on him. 18 Then
they began to salute fhim: “Hail, King
of the Jews!” 19 They kept beating him
on the head with a reed, spitting on
him, and bending down on their knees
to pay homage to him. 20 When they
had finished mocking him, they stripped
him of the purple robe and put his own
garments back on him. Then they led him
out to crucify him.

21 Now a certain man from Cyrene,
Simon, the father of Alexander and Ru-
fus, was passing by on his way in from
the countryside. The soldiers pressed
him into service, forcing him to carry
Jesus' cross, 22 and they brought Jesus to
the place called Golgotha (which means,
“Place of the Skull”). 23 Then they gave

him wine Sto drink, mixed with myrrh,
but he did not take it. 24 And they
crucified him. Then they divided his
garments, casting lots for them to see

who would take what. 25 It was the third
hour when they crucified him. 26 The

inscription of the charge against him was
written as follows: “The King of the Jews.”
27 With him they crucified two robbers,
one on his right and one on his left. 28 *So
the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “He

was numbered with the lawless.” 29 Those
who passed by reviled him, shaking their

heads and saying, “Ha! Yov who would
destroy the temple and build it in three
days, 30 save yovurself and come down
from the cross!” 31In the same way the
chief priests also, along with the scribes,
were mocking him among themselves,
saying, “He saved others, but he cannot
save himself. 32 Let the Christ, the king of
Israel, come down now from the cross, so
that we may see it and believe Thim.” The
men who were crucified with him were
also insulting him.

33 From the sixth hour until the ninth
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hour, there was darkness over the whole
land. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried
out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, flima
sabachthani?” which means, “SMy God,
my God, why have yov forsaken me?”
35 When some of those standing nearby
heard this, they said, “Behold, he is calling
for Elijah.” 36 Then *a man ran and filled
a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed,
and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Leave
him alone. Let us see if Elijah comes to
take him down.” 37 But Jesus let out a loud
cry and breathed his last breath. 38 Then
the veil of the temple was torn in two
from top to bottom. 39 Now when the
centurion who was standing in front of

Jesus saw how he fcried out and breathed
his last breath, he said, “Truly this man
was the Son of God.”

40 There were also some women looking
on from a distance, among whom were
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James the younger and of Joses, and

Salome. 41 These women had followed
Jesus and provided for him when he was

in Galilee. There were also many other
women who had come up with him to
Jerusalem.

42 When evening had come, since it
was the day of Preparation (that is, the
day before the Sabbath), 43 Joseph of
Arimathea, a respected council member,
who was himself also waiting for the
kingdom of God, came and boldly went
in before Pilate to ask for Jesus' body.
44 Pilate was surprised that Jesus was
already dead, so he called the centurion

over and asked him if Jesus fhad been
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dead for some time. 45> When he found
out from the centurion that it was so,

he granted the body to Joseph. 46 After
buying a linen cloth and taking him down,
Joseph wrapped him in the linen cloth

and laid him in a tomb that had been
hewn in the rock. Then he rolled a stone
against the entrance of the tomb. 47 And

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of
Joses saw where he was laid.

16

1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices, so that they
might go and anoint Jesus' body. 2 Very
early in the morning *of the first day of
the week, when the sun had risen, they
went to the tomb. 3 On the way, they
were saying to one another, “Who will roll
the stone away from the entrance of the
tomb for us?” 4 But when they arrived,
they looked up and saw that the stone,
which was very large, had already been
rolled away. 5 As they went into the tomb,
they saw a young man sitting on the right
side, clothed in a long white robe, and
they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them,
“Do not be alarmed; you seek Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen;
he is not here. Behold, this is the place
where they laid him. 7 And now go tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead
of you to Galilee. There you will see him,
just as he told you.” 8 So they went Tout

and fled from the tomb, fand trembling
and amazement seized them. But they did
not say anything to anyone, for they were
Safraid.”
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9 fIn the morning on the first day of the
week, after Jesus had risen, he appeared
first to Mary Magdalene, from whom
he had cast out seven demons. 10 She
then went and told those who had been
with him, while they were mourning and
weeping. 11 {But when they heard that he
was alive and that she had seen him, they

did not believe it. ] )
12 After this, Jesus appeared in a differ-

ent form to two of his followers as they
were walking along in the countryside.
13 They went back and told the others, but
they did not believe them either.

14 Later Jesus appeared to the eleven
as they were reclining at the table, and

he rebuked them for their unbelief and
hardness of heart, because they had not

believed those who had seen him after
he had Srisen. 15 He said to them, “Go
into all the world and preach the gospel

to all creation. 16 Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved, but whoever does

not believe will be condemned. 17 And
these signs will *accompany those who
believe: They will cast out demons in my
name, they will speak in Tnew tongues,
18 they will pick up ¥serpents, and if they
drink any deadly poison, it will certainly
not harm them; they will lay hands on the
sick, and they will get well.”

19 After the SLord had spoken to them,
he was taken up into heaven and sat
down at the right hand of God. 20 Then the
disciples went out and preached every-
where, while the Lord worked through
them and confirmed the message by the

signs that accompanied it. *Amen.
Published ten years after the ascension of

Christ.T
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THE GOSPE,II_.‘ &CCORDING
LUKE

1 Since many have undertaken to com-
pile an account of the events that have
been fulfilled among us, 2 just as those
who from the beginning were eyewit-

nesses and ministers of the word have
delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good

to me also, having carefully investigated
all things from the beginning, to write an
orderly account for yov, most excellent
Theophilus, 4 so that yob may know the
certainty of the things about which yov
have been instructed.

5In the days of Herod, the king of Judea,
there was a priest named Zechariah who
belonged to the division of Abijah. His
wife was of the daughters of Aaron,
and her name was Elizabeth. 6 They
were both righteous before God, walking
blamelessly in all the commandments and
regulations of the Lord. 7 But they had no
children because Elizabeth was barren,
and they were both advanced in their
days.

8 While Zechariah was serving as a
priest before God when his division was
on duty, 2 he was chosen by lot, according
to the custom of the priesthood, to enter
the temple of the Lord and burn incense.

10 At the hour of incense the whole mul-
titude of the people was praying outside.

11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to
Zechariah, standing at the right side of the

altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw
him, he was startled, and fear fell upon

him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not
be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has

been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear
you a son, and yov shall name him John.

14 Yov will have joy and gladness, and
many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will
be great in the sight of the Lord. He must
never drink any wine or strong drink,
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit,
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even from his mother's womb. 16 He
will turn many of the sons of Israel to

the Lord their God. 17 And he will go
before the Lord in the spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of fathers back
to their children, and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the righteous, to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can

I know this for certain? For I am an
old man, and my wife is advanced in her

days.” 19 The angel answered him, “I am
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God
and was sent to speak to yov and bring
you this good news. 20 But behold, yov
will be silent and unable to speak until the
day that these things take place, because
yovu did not believe my words, which will
be fulfilled at their appointed time.”

21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting
for Zechariah and wondering about his
delay in the temple. 22 When he came out,
he was unable to speak to them, and they
perceived that he had seen a vision in
the temple, because he kept making signs
to them and remained unable to speak.
23 When the days of his service had come
to an end, he returned to his home.

24 After those days his wife Elizabeth
conceived and kept herself in seclusion
for five months, saying, 25 “The Lord has
done this for me. In these days he has
looked upon me with favor and taken
away my reproach among the people.”

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel
was sent by God to a town of Galilee
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed
to a man named Joseph, of the house
of David. The virgin's name was Mary.
28 The angel came to her and said, “Greet-
ings, O favored one, the Lord is with
yov! *Blessed are yov among women!”
29 But fwhen Mary saw him, she was

greatly perplexed by this statement and
began wondering what sort of greeting
this might be. 30 Then the angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for yov have
found favor with God. 31 And behold, yov
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will conceive in yoor womb and give birth
to a son, and yov shall name him Jesus.
32 He will be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God
will give him the throne of his father
David. 33 He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel,
“How will this Sbe, since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel answered her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon yov, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow yov;

therefore the holy child that is to be *born

will be called the Son of God. 36 And
behold, yovur relative Elizabeth has also

conceived a son in her old age, and this

is the sixth month for her who was called
barren. 37 For nothing is impossible with

God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Behold, I am the
servant of the Lord; may it happen to me
according to yoor word.” And the angel
went away from her.

39 In those days Mary arose and went
with haste to the hill country, to a town of
Judah, 40 where she entered the house of
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When
Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 Then she
exclaimed with a loud fvoice, “Blessed
are yov among women, and blessed is
the fruit of yoor womb! 43 How has this
happened to me that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? 44 For behold,
when the sound of your greeting came
into my ears, the baby in my womb leaped
for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed,
for what the Lord has spoken to her will
be fulfilled.”

46 Then Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior,
48 hecause he has looked favorably on the

humble state of his servant.
For behold, from now on all genera-

tions will call me blessed,
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49 hecause the Mighty One has done great
things for me;
holy is his name.
50 From generation to generation his
mercy is upon
those who fear him.
51 He has done a mighty deed with his
arm;
he has scattered the proud in the
thoughts of their hearts.
52 He has brought down rulers from their
thrones
and exalted the lowly.
53 He has filled the hungry with good
things,
but the rich he has sent away empty.
>4 He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering his mercy,
55just as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring

Iforever”

56 And Mary remained with Elizabeth

for about three months and then returned
to her house.

>7 Now the time was fulfilled for Eliz-
abeth to give birth, and she bore a son.

58 Then her neighbors and her relatives
heard that the Lord had magnified his
mercy with her, and they rejoiced with
her. 59 On the eighth day they came
to circumcise the child, and they were
going to give him the name of his father

Zechariah. 60 But the child's mother
responded, “No! He is to be called John.”

61 But they said to her, “There is no
one among yovr relatives who has that
name.” 62 Then they began making signs
to the child's father to find out what he
wanted to name him. 63 So he asked for
a tablet and wrote, “His name Sis John.”
And they were all amazed. ¢4 At once
Zechariah's mouth was opened and his
tongue was released, and he began to
speak, blessing God. 65 Then fear came
upon all who dwelt around them, and
in the entire hill country of Judea all
these things were being discussed. 66 All
who heard about this laid it up in their
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hearts, saying, “What then will this child
become?” *And the hand of the Lord was
with him.

67 Then Zechariah, the child's father,
was filled with the Holy Spirit and proph-
esied:

68 “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
for he has visited his people and
brought them redemption.

69 He has raised up for us a horn of

_ salvation _ _
in the house of his servant David

70 (just as he spoke through the mouth of
his holy prophets long ago),

71 salvation from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us

72 to deal mercifully with our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
73 the oath he swore to Abraham our
father,
to grant us 74 that we, having been
rescued from the hands of our
enemies,
might serve him without fear;, 75 in holi-
ness and righteousness

before him all Tthe days of our life.

76 And yov, child, will be called a prophet
of the Most High,
for yov will go before fthe presence
of the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give his people knowledge of salva-
th%)l?gh the remission of their sins,
78 through the tender mercy of our God,

by which the sunrise Shas visited us
from on high,

79 to give light to those who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of
peace.”

80 And the child grew and became
strong in spirit, and he was in the wilder-
ness until the day of his public appear-
ance to Israel.

T 1:75 the days of our life |
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2

1In those days a decree went out from
Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered in a census. 2 This was
the first census, and it took place when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 So
everyone went to be registered, each to
his own town. 4 Joseph also went up
from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth,
to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and family of David, 5 to register
himself along with Mary, his betrothed
*wife, who was with child. 6 While they
were there, the days were fulfilled for
her to give birth, 7 and she gave birth to
her firstborn son. Then she wrapped him
in swaddling cloths and laid him in fthe
manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn.

8 In the same region there were shep-
herds living out in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. 9 And
fbehold, an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with
great fear. 10 But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you
good news of great joy, which will be for
all the people. 11 For to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. 12 This will be Sthe sign
for you: You will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in *a manger.”
13 Suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest,

and peace on Tearth,
good will among men.”

15When the angels had gone away from
them into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened,
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which the Lord has made known to us.”
16 So they went with haste and found

Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in
the manger. 17 After seeing him, they
made fwidely known what they had been
told about the child, 18 and all who heard
it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. 19 But Mary treasured up
all these things, pondering them in her
heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the
things that they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.

21 When the eight days were completed

for Shis circumcision, he was called Jesus,
the name given by the angel before he
was conceived in the womb.

22 And when the days of *their purifi-
cation were completed according to the
law of Moses, Joseph and Mary brought
Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to
the Lord 23 (just as it is written in the law
of the Lord, “Every male who opens the
womb shall be called holy to the Lord”).
24 They also went up to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the law of the
Lord: “a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons.”

25 And behold, there was a man in
Jerusalem named Simeon who was righ-
teous and devout. He was waiting for
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was upon him. 26 It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he

would not see death before he had seen
the Lord's Christ. 27 So he came in the
Spirit into the temple courts, and when

the parents brought in the child Jesus to
do for him what was customary under the
law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and
blessed God, saying,

29 “Now, Master, yov are releasing yovr
servant in peace
according to yovr word,
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30 for my eyes have seen yovr salvation,
31 which yov have prepared in the
presence of all peoples,
32 g light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for the glory of yovur people
Israel.”

33 fJoseph and the child's mother were
amazed at what was being said about

him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary, the child's mother, “Behold,

this child is appointed to bring about the
falling and rising of many in Israel and to
be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so
that the thoughts of many hearts will be
revealed. And a sword will pierce yovur
own soul fas well.”

36 There was also a prophetess, Anna
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was far advanced in days. Her
husband had died seven years after they
were married, 37 and she Swas a widow
of about eighty-four years of age. She did
not depart from the temple, but served
night and day with fasting and prayer.
38 She came at that very hour and began
giving praise to *the Lord and speaking
about the child to all who were waiting
for fTredemption in Jerusalem.

39 When Joseph and Mary had finished
everything that was required by the law
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth. 49 And the
child grew and became strong fin spirit;
he was filled with wisdom, and the favor
of God was upon him.

41 Now Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem
every year at the feast of the Passover.
42 When he was twelve years old, they
went up Sto Jerusalem according to the
custom of the feast. 43 And when they had
completed their days there and started
returning home, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem. But *Joseph did not
know it, and neither did Jesus' mother.
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44 They assumed that he was in the
company of travelers, so they went a day's
journey before they began looking for
him among their relatives and acquain-
tances. 45> When they did not find him,
they returned to Jerusalem, looking for
him. 46 After three days, they found him
in the temple courts, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking
them questions. 47 And all who heard him
were amazed at his understanding and
his answers. 48 When his parents saw
him, they were astonished. His mother
said to him, “Child, why have yov treated
us like this? Behold, yovur father and
I have been looking for yov in great
distress.” 49 He said to them, “Why were
you looking for me? Did you not know
that I must be in my Father's house?”
50 But they did not understand what he

said to them. 51 Then he went down
with them and came to Nazareth and was
obedient to them. And his mother kept all

these things in her heart.
52 And Jesus advanced in wisdom and in
stature, and in favor with God and men.

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign
of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, and Herod was
tetrarch of Galilee, and Philip his brother
was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of

Abilene, 2 during the *high priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God
came to John the son of Zechariah in the
wilderness. 3 He went into all the region
around the Jordan, preaching a baptism
of repentance for the remission of sins,

4 as it is written in the book of the words
of Isaiah the prophet,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilder-
ness,
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.

5> Every valley will be filled,
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and every mountain and hill will be
brought low.

The crooked roads will be made straight,
and the rough ways will be made
smooth.

6 And Ce;llldﬂesh will see the salvation of
0 -) »

7 John said to the crowds that were
coming out to be baptized by him, “You
brood of vipers, who warned you to flee
from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit
consistent with repentance, and do not
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father;’ for I tell you that
God is able from these stones to raise up

children to Abraham. 9 Even now the axe
is laid at the root of the trees. Every tree

therefore that does not produce good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 So the crowds asked him, “What then
should we do?” 11]John answered them,
“Whoever has two tunics must share with
him who has none, and whoever has food
must do likewise.” 12 Some tax collectors
also came to be thaptized, and they said
to him, “Teacher, what should we do?”
13 He said to them, “Collect no more
than what you have been authorized to
collect.” 14 Then some soldiers asked him,
“And what should we do?” He said to
them, “Do not extort money from anyone
by fthreats or false accusations, and be
content with your wages.”

15 Now as the people were waiting
in expectation and were all questioning
in their hearts whether John might be
the Christ, 16 John answered them all, “I
baptize you with water, but one is coming
who is mightier than I, the strap of whose
sandals I am not worthy to untie; he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his
Shand, and he will thoroughly clean out
his threshing floor and gather the wheat

into his barn, but the chaff he will burn
up with unquenchable fire.”
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18 With these and many other exhor-
tations John preached good news to the
people. 19 But when John rebuked Herod
the tetrarch because of his marriage to
Herodias, his *brother's wife, and be-
cause of all the evils that he had done,
20 Herod added this to everything else: He
locked up John in prison.

21 Now when all the people were bap-
tized, and when Jesus had also been bap-
tized and was praying, the heavens were
opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended
on him in bodily form like a dove. Then
a voice came from theaven, saying, “Yovo
are my beloved Son; in yov I am well
pleased.”

23 Jesus was about thirty years of age
when he began his ministry, being the son
(so it was thought) of Joseph, the son of
fHeli, 24 the son of SMatthat, the son of
Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of *]anna,
the son of Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathias,
the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the
son of TEsli, the son of Naggai, 26 the son
of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son
of {Semei, the son of §joseph, the son of
*]udah, 27 the son of T]oanan, the son of
Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of
Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 the son of
Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam,
the son of Elmodam, the son of Er, 29 the
son of §]ose, the son of Eliezer, the son of
Jorim, the son of *Matthat, the son of Levi,
30 the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the
son of Joseph, the son of fJonan, the son
of Eliakim, 31 the son of Melea, the son
of tMainan, the son of Mattatha, the son

of Nathan, the son of David, 32 the son of
Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the
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son of SSalmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 the
son of *Amminadab, the son of TRam, the
son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of
Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac,
the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the
son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son
of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber,
the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan,
the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the
son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son
of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son
of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son
of Cainan, 38 the son of Enosh, the son of
Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

4

1 Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit,
returned from the Jordan and was led
by the Spirit into the wilderness, 2 where
he was tempted by the devil for forty
days. He ate nothing in those days, and
*afterward, when they had ended, he was
hungry. 3 Then the devil said to him,
“If yov are the Son of God, command
this stone to become bread.” 4 But Jesus
answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall
not live by bread Talone, but by every
word of God.”” 5 So the devil brought
him up #to a high mountain and showed
him all the kingdoms of the world in a

moment of time. 6 Then the devil said to
him, “To yov I will give all this authority

and glory, for it has been delivered to
me, and I can give it to whomever I wish.
71f yov, then, will worship me, it will all
be yovurs.” 8Jesus answered him, “SGet
behind me, Satan! *It is written,

‘You shall worship the Lord yovur God,
and him only shall yov serve.””
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9Then the devil brought him to Jerusalem,
set him on the pinnacle of the temple, and
said to him, “If yov are the Son of God,
throw yovrself down from here, 10 for it
is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning
yov,
to guard yov,’

11 gand,

‘In their hands they will lift yov up,
so that yov do not strike your foot
against a stone.””

12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Yovu
shall not put the Lord yovr God to the

test’” 13 And when the devil had finished
every temptation, he left him until an

opportune time.

14 Then Jesus returned to Galilee in the
power of the Spirit, and news about him
spread throughout the entire surround-
ing region. 15 And he was teaching in their
synagogues, being glorified by all.

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he
had been brought up, he went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his
custom, and stood up to read. 17 The scroll

of TIsaiah the prophet was handed to him,

so he funrolled the scroll and found the
place where it is written,

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me Sto heal the broken-
hearted,
to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19 and to proclaim the year of the
Lord's favor.”

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it
back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of everyone in the synagogue
were fixed upon him, 21 and he began
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to say to them, “Today this Scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 They
were all speaking well of him and were
amazed at the gracious words coming
out of his mouth. They said, “Is this
not Joseph's son?” 23 Then Jesus said to
them, “Doubtless you will quote to me
this proverb: ‘Physician, heal yovrself’
Do here in yoor hometown what we have
heard that yov did in Capernaum.” 24 He
also said, “Truly I say to you, no prophet is
accepted in his hometown. 25 But in truth
I tell you, there were many widows in
Israel in the days of Elijah, when the sky
was shut for three years and six months

and a_severe famine came over all the
land, 26 yet Elijah was sent to none of

them except a widow in Zarephath in the
region of Sidon. 27 There were also many
lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the
prophet, and none of them was cleansed
except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they
heard this, all the people in the synagogue
were filled with rage. 29 They rose up,
drove him out of the town, and brought

him to the brow of the hill on which their
town was built, to throw him down from

the cliff. 30 But Jesus passed through the
crowd and went away.

31 Then he went down to Capernaum,
a city of Galilee, and on the Sabbath
he began teaching the people. 32 They
were astonished at his teaching, because
his message was spoken with authority.
33 Now in the synagogue there was a man
who had an unclean demonic spirit, and
he cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Leave
us alone! What do yov have to do with
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have yov come
to destroy us? I know who yovu are
—the Holy One of God.” 35 But Jesus
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come

out of him!” Then the demon threw the
man down before them all and came
out of him, having done him no harm.

36 Amazement came over all the people,
and they said to one another, “What kind
of message is this? For with authority
and power he commands the unclean
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spirits and they come out!” 37 And news
about him went out to every place in the
surrounding region.

38 Then Jesus arose, left the synagogue,

and entered Simon's house. Now Simon's
mother-in-law was suffering from a high

fever, and they asked Jesus to help her.
39 So he stood over her and rebuked the
fever, and it left her. At once she rose and
began to serve them.

40 When the sun was setting, all those
who had any who were sick with various
diseases brought them to Jesus, and he

laid his hands on each one of them and
healed them. 41 Demons also came out of

many, crying out, “Yov are *the Christ, the

Son of God.” But he rebuked them and
would not allow them to speak, because

they knew that he was the Christ.
42When daybreak came, Jesus departed
and went to a desolate place. The crowds
were seeking him, and they came to him
and tried to keep him from leaving them.
43 But Jesus said to them, “I must preach
the good news of the kingdom of God to
the other towns as well, for that is why I
was sent.” 44 So he continued preaching

in the synagogues of TGalilee.

S

1 0On one occasion, Jesus was standing
beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the
crowd was pressing in on him *to listen

to the word of God. 2 He saw two boats
moored beside the lake, but the fishermen

had gotten out of them and were washing
their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats,
the one that was Simon's, and asked him
to put out a little way from the shore.
Then he sat down and began teaching the

crowds from the boat. 4 When he finished
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into

the deep water and let down your nets for
a catch.” 5Simon answered thim, “Master;
we have worked hard throughout the
entire night and have caught nothing, but
at yoor word I will let down the inet.”
6 When he and the men with him did
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so, they enclosed such a large number

of fish that their Snet began to break.
7So they signaled to their partners in the
other boat to come and assist them, and
they came and filled both the boats, so
that they began to sink. ® When Simon
Peter saw this, he fell down at Jesus'
knees and said, “Depart from me, Lord,

for I am a sinful man.” ° For he and all
who were with him were gripped with

astonishment at the catch of fish they had
taken, 10 and so were James and John,
the sons of Zebedee, who were partners
with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon,
“Do not be afraid; from now on yov will
be catching people.” 11 So they brought
their boats to shore, left everything, and
followed Jesus.

12 While Jesus was in one of the towns,
behold, there was a man full of leprosy.
When the man saw Jesus, he fell on
his face and begged him, “Lord, if yov
are willing, yoo can make me clean.”
13 So Jesus stretched out his hand and
touched him, saying, “I am willing; be
made clean.” Immediately the leprosy left
him. 14 Then Jesus ordered him to tell
no one, but said, “Go show yovrself to
the priest, and make an offering for yovr
cleansing, just as Moses commanded, as a
testimony to them.” 15 But the news about
Jesus spread even more, and large crowds
would gather together to hear him and
to be healed *by him of their infirmities.
16 But he would often withdraw to deso-
late places and pray.

17 On one of those days, as he was
teaching, some Pharisees and teachers of
the law were sitting there. They had
come from every village of Galilee, Judea,
and Jerusalem, and the power of the
Lord was present Tto heal the people.
18 And behold, some men brought on a
bed a man who was paralyzed. They
were trying to bring him in and place
him before Jesus. 19 But when they
could not find a way to bring him in
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because of the crowd, they went up on
the housetop and let him down through
the tiles, together with his mat, into the
middle of the crowd in front of Jesus.

20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to
the man, “Man, yovur sins are forgiven
yov.” 21 But the scribes and the Pharisees
began to question what Jesus said: “Who
is this that speaks blasphemies? Who can
forgive sins but God alone?” 22 Aware
of their thoughts, Jesus answered them,
“Why are you questioning in your hearts?
23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven yov,” or to say, ‘Rise and walk’?
24 But so that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins”—he said to the paralyzed man—*I
say to yov, rise, pick up yoor mat, and go
to your house.” 25 Immediately the man
rose up before them, picked up what he
had been lying on, and went to his house,
glorifying God. 26 Amazement seized
them all, and they too began glorifying
God. Filled with awe, they said, “We have
seen extraordinary things today.”

27 After this Jesus went out and saw a
tax collector named Levi sitting at the tax
booth. Jesus said to him, “Follow me,”
28 and leaving everything behind, Levi
rose and followed him.

29 Then Levi gave a great banquet for
Jesus in his house, and there was a
large crowd of tax collectors and others
reclining at the table with them. 30 But the

Sscribes of the people and the Pharisees
were grumbling at his disciples, saying,
“Why are you eating and drinking with
tax collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus an-
swered them, “It is not those who are well
who have need of a physician, but those

who are sick. 321 did not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

33 Then they said to him, ““Why do
the disciples of John often fast and offer
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prayers, and likewise the disciples of
the Pharisees, but yovurs eat and drink?”
34 Jesus said to them, “Can you make
the bridegroom's attendants fast while
the bridegroom is with them? 35 But
those days are coming, and when the
bridegroom is taken away from them,
they will fast in those days.” 36 He also
told them a parable: “No one Tputs a
patch from a new garment on an old
garment. Otherwise, he Inot only tears
the new garment, but the patch from the
new garment Sdoes not match the old
garment. 37 And no one puts new wine
into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new

wine will burst the wineskins and will
itself be spilled, and the wineskins will be

destroyed. 38 But new wine must be put

into new *wineskins, and then both are
preserved. 39 And no one after drinking

old wine Timmediately desires new wine,
for he says, ‘The old is Tbetter.’”

6

1 0n the *second major Sabbath, Jesus

was going through fthe grainfields, and
his disciples were plucking heads of grain,
rubbing off the husks in their hands, and
eating them. 2 But some of the Pharisees

said fto them, “Why are you doing what is
not lawful to do on the Sabbath?” 3Jesus
answered them, “Have you not read what
David did when he was hungry, he and
those who were with him, 4 how he
entered the house of God and took and
ate the bread of the Presence, which is
not lawful for anyone to eat except for the
priests, and how he Salso gave it to those
who were with him?” 5 Then he said to
them, “The Son of Man is Lord *even of
the Sabbath.”

6 On another Sabbath, Jesus went into
the synagogue and was teaching, and a
man was there whose right hand was
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withered. 7 Now the scribes and_the
Pharisees were watching Jesus closely to

see if he would heal on the Sabbath,
so that they could find fan accusation
against him. 8 But he knew their thoughts

and said to the man with the withered
hand, “Rise and stand here.” So he rose

and stood there. 9 Then Jesus said to
them, “fLet me ask you something: Is it
lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to
do evil, to save life or to Skill?” 10 And
after looking around at them all, he said
to the man, “Stretch out yoor hand.” The

man did so, and his hand was *restored,

as sound as the other. 11 But the scribes
and Pharisees were filled with mindless
rage and discussed with one another what

they might do to Jesus.

12 One day soon afterward Jesus went
out to the mountain to pray, and spent the
whole night in prayer to God. 13 When
daybreak came, he called his disciples
and chose twelve from among them,
whom he also named apostles: 14 Simon

(whom he also named Peter) and Andrew
his brother, James and John, Philip and

Bartholomew, 15 Matthew and Thomas,
James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon
(who was called the Zealot), 16 Judas the
son of James, and Judas Iscariot (who
became a traitor).

17 Then Jesus came down with them

and stood on a level place. A fcrowd
of his disciples was there along with a
great multitude of people from all Judea,
Jerusalem, and the coastal region of Tyre
and Sidon (who had come to hear him and
to be healed of their diseases), 18 fas well
as people who were harassed by unclean
spirits. And they were healed. 19 The
entire crowd was trying to touch him,
because power was coming out from him
and healing them all.

20 Then he looked up at his disciples and
said,
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“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 Blessed are you who hunger now,
for you will be filled.
Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.

22 Blessed are you when others hate you,
when they exclude you, reproach you,
and spurn your name as evil on account
of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that
day and leap for joy, for behold, great is
your reward in heaven, for their fathers
treated the prophets in the same way.

24 But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your comfort.

25 Woe to you who are $filled,
for you will hunger.
Woe to you who laugh now,
for you will mourn and weep.

26 Woe to you when *others speak well
of you, for their fathers treated the false
prophets in the same way.

27 “But I say to you who are listening,
love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, 28 bless those who curse you,
and pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If
anyone strikes yov on one cheek, offer
him the other also. If anyone takes away
your cloak, do not withhold yovur tunic
from him either. 30 Give to everyone who
asks of yov, and if anyone takes away
your belongings, do not demand them
back. 31 As you wish that others would
do to you, do the same also to them.
32 If you love those who love you, what
benefit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. 33 fAnd if you
do good to those who do good to you,
what benefit is that to you? IFor even
sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to
those from whom you expect to receive
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something Shack, what benefit is that to

you? *For even sinners lend to other

sinners in order to receive back the same
amount. 35 But love your enemies, do

good to them, and lend to them without
expecting anything in return. Then your
reward will be great, and you will be sons
of the Most High, for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the evil. 36 fTherefore be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

37 “Do not judge, and you will certainly
not be judged. Do not condemn, and
you will certainly not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give,
and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together,
and running over, will be put into your

lap. For with the fsame measure you use
it will be measured to you in return.”

39 He also told them a parable: “Can one
blind person guide another? Will they
not both fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is
not above his teacher, but everyone who
is fully trained will be like his teacher.
41 Why do yov see the speck in yovur
brother's eye, but do not consider the

beam in your own eye? 42 80r how can
you say to yovur brother, ‘Brother, let me
take the speck out of your eye,” when
yovu yovurself do not see the beam in yovur
own eye? Hypocrite! First take the beam
out of youor own eye, and then yov will
see clearly to take the speck out of yovr
brother's eye.

43 “No good tree produces bad fruit,
*nor does a bad tree produce good fruit.
44 Each tree is known by its own fruit.
People do not gather figs from thorns, nor
do they pick grapes from a bramble bush.
45 The good person brings good things out
of the good treasure of his heart, and the
evil person brings evil things out of fthe

evil treasure of his heart, for out of the
abundance of his heart his mouth speaks.
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46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,
and not do what I say? 471 will show
you what someone is like who comes to
me, hears my words, and acts on them.
48 He is like a man building a house,
who dug deep and laid a foundation on
the rock. When a flood came, the river
burst against that house but could not
shake it, ffor it was founded on the rock.
49 But he who hears my words and does
not act accordingly is like a man who

built Sa house on the ground without a

foundation. As soon as the river burst
against that house, it fell and was utterly

destroyed.”

7

1 When Jesus had finished saying all
this in the hearing of the people, he
entered Capernaum. 2 There a centurion's
servant, who was highly regarded by him,

was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion
heard about Jesus and sent some Jewish

elders to him, asking him to come and
heal his servant. 4 When they came to
Jesus, they earnestly pleaded with him,
saying, “This man is worthy to have yov
do this for him, 5 for he loves our nation
and built our synagogue for us.” 6 So
Jesus went with them. When he was
not far from the house, the centurion
sent friends to say to him, “Lord, do not
trouble yovrself, for I am not worthy to
have yov enter under my roof; 7 therefore
I did not even consider myself worthy
to come to yov. But just say the word,
and *my servant will be healed. 8 For I
too am a man set under authority, with
soldiers under me. I say to this one, ‘Go,’
and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,” and
he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’
and he does it.” 9When Jesus heard this,

he was amazed at the centurion. And
turning to the crowd that was following

him, he said, “I tell you, not even in Israel
have I found such great faith.” 10 Then
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the men the centurion had sent returned
to the house and found that the servant

Tfwho had been sick was well.
11 Soon afterward Jesus went to a town

called Nain, and fmany of his disciples
went with him, along with a large crowd.
12 As he drew near to the gate of the
town, behold, a man who had died was
being carried out, the one and only son

of his mother (who was a widow). And
a large crowd from the town was with

her. 13 When the Lord saw her, he was
moved with compassion for her and said
to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he came up
and touched the bier, and those who were
carrying it stood still. He said, “Young
man, I say to yov, arise!” 15So the dead
man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus
gave him back to his mother. 16 Then
all the people were filled with awe and
began glorifying God, saying, “A great
prophet has arisen among us,” and, “God
has visited his people.” 17 This news about
Jesus then spread throughout Judea and
all the surrounding region.

18 John's disciples told him about all
these things. 19 So John called two of his

disciples and sent them to ask SJesus, “Are
yov the one who is to come, or should

we wait for another?” 20 When the men
came to him, they said, “John the Baptist

has sent us to yov to ask, ‘Are yov the
one who is to come, or should we wait
for another? ” 21 *Now in that very hour
Jesus had healed many people of diseases,
afflictions, and evil spirits, and had given
sight to many who were blind. 22 So
Jesus replied to John's disciples, “Go tell
John what you have seen and heard: The
blind receive their sight, the lame walk,
lepers are made clean, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good
news preached to them. 23 And blessed is
anyone who does not take offense at me.”

24 When John's fmessengers had gone
away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
about John: “What did you go out into
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the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by
the wind? 25 What then did you go out
to see? A man clothed in soft garments?
Behold, those who are dressed in splendid
clothing and who live in luxury are in
royal palaces. 26 But what did you go out
to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and
more than a prophet. 27 This is the one of
whom it is written,

‘Behold, I am sending my messenger
ahead of yov,
who will prepare your way before
yov.’

28 {For 1 tell you, among those born of
women there is no Sprophet greater than

John *the Baptist, but whoever is least in
the kingdom of God is greater than he.”
29 (When all the people heard this, includ-
ing the tax collectors, they acknowledged
the justice of God, because they had been
baptized with the baptism of John. 30 But
the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the
will of God for themselves, because they
had not been baptized by John.)

31 t“To what then should I compare the
people of this generation, and what are
they like? 32 They are like children who
sit in the marketplace and call out to one
another,

‘We played the flute for you, but you did
not dance;
we sang a lament ¥for you, but you
did not weep.’

33 For John the Baptist came neither eat-
ing bread nor drinking wine, and you say,

‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man came
eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Behold,

a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!” 35 Yet wisdom is
justified by all her children.”

36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus
to eat with him, so he went into the
Pharisee's house and reclined at the table.
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37 And behold, a woman in the city who
was a sinner, when she found out that
Jesus was reclining at the table in the
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster jar

of ointment. 38 As she stood behind him
at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his
feet with her tears. Then she wiped them
with the hair of her head, kissed his feet,
and anointed them with the ointment.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited
him saw it, he said to himself, “If this man

were Sa prophet, he would know who is
touching him and what kind of woman
she is—that she is a sinner” 40 Jesus
said to him in response, “Simon, I have
something to say to yov.” So he said, “Say
it, Teacher” 41 “A certain moneylender

had two debtors. The one owed five
hundred denarii, and the other owed fifty.

42 When they did not have the means to
repay, he forgave the debts of them both.
So *tell me, which of them will love him
more?” 43 Simon answered, “I suppose

that it would be the one for whom he
forgave the larger debt.” Jesus said to

him, “Yov have judged correctly.” 44 Then

he turned toward the woman and said to
Simon, “Do yov see this woman? When I

came into your house, yov did not give me
water for my feet, but this woman has wet
my feet with her tears and wiped them
with Tthe hair of her head. 45 Yov did not
give me a Kiss, but from the time I came
in, this woman has not stopped kissing
my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head
with oil, but this woman has anointed my
feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I tell yov,
her many sins are forgiven; thus she has
shown great love. But he to whom little is
forgiven shows little love.” 48 Then Jesus
said to her, “Yovr sins are forgiven.” 49 But
those who were reclining at the table
with him began to say among themselves,
“Who is this man that even forgives sins?”
50 And Jesus said to the woman, “Your
faith has saved yov; go in peace.”
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8

1 Soon afterward Jesus was going
through every city and village, preaching
and proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom of God. The twelve were with
him, 2 as well as some women who had
been healed of *evil spirits and infirmi-
ties: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom
seven demons had gone out, 3 Joanna the
wife of Chuza (Herod's steward), Susanna,
and many others. These women provided
for Jesus fand his disciples out of their
own resources.

4 As a large crowd was gathering and
people were coming to Jesus from town
after town, he spoke by way of a parable:

5 “The sower went out to sow his seed.
As he sowed, some seed fell along the

path and was trampled underfoot, and
the birds of the sky devoured it. 6 Other
seed fell on the rock, and as it grew
up, it withered away because it had no
moisture. 7 Other seed fell among the
thorns, and the thorns grew up with it
and choked it. 8 But other seed fell finto
good soil, and when it grew, it produced
a hundred times more than what was
sown.” As he said this, he called out, “He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

9 Then his disciples asked him, “What
does this parable mean?” 10 He said,
“To you it has been given to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to
the rest I speak in parables, so that ‘they
may see but not perceive, and hear but
not understand.’

11 “Now this is the meaning of the
parable: The seed is the word of God.
12 The ones along the path are those who
hear; then the devil comes and takes
away the word from their heart, so that
they may not believe and be saved. 13 The
ones on the rock are those who, when
they hear the word, receive it with joy.
Yet they have no root; they believe for a
while, but in a time of testing they fall
away. 14 The seed that fell among the
thorns are those who have heard, but as

§ 7:39 a prophet | the Prophet WH * 7:42 tell me, | —CT T 7:44 the hair of her head i her hair CT f 7.5

I!she ANT * 82 evil spirits !
f 88 into | on TR

diseases, afflictions, evil spirits, ANT T 8:3 and his disciples | — ANT PCK TR



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 8:15

they go on their way they are choked by
the cares, riches, and pleasures of this life,

and their fruit does not mature. 15 But
the seed in the good soil are those who

hear the word, hold fast to it with an
honest and good heart, and bear fruit
with patient endurance.

16 §“No one lights a lamp and covers it
with a container or puts it under a bed.
Instead, it is put on a lampstand, so that
those who come in may see its light. 17 For
nothing is hidden that will not be made
manifest, nor is anything hidden away
that will *not be made known and come
to light. 18 Therefore consider how you
hear, for whoever has will be given more,
but whoever does not have, even what
he thinks he has will be taken away from
him.”

19 Then Jesus' Tmother and brothers
came to him, but they were not able to

reach him because of the crowd. 20 So
some people told him, “Yoor mother and

yovur brothers are standing outside, wish-
ing to see yov.” 21 But he answered them,
“My mother and my brothers are those
who hear the word of God and obey it.”

22 One day Jesus got into a boat with his
disciples and said to them, “Let us cross

over to the other side of the lake.” So
they set out, 23 and as they were sailing

along, he fell asleep. Then a windstorm
came down on the lake, and they were in
danger as the boat was being swamped by
the waves. 24 So they came to Jesus and
woke him up, saying, “Master, Master,
we are perishing!” Then he frose and
rebuked the wind and the raging water.
They ceased, and all was calm. 25 Then
he said to his disciples, “Where is your
faith?” But they were afraid and amazed,
saying to one another, “Who then is this,

that he commands even the winds and the
water, and they obey him?”
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26 Then Sthey sailed to the region of the
*Gadarenes, which is across the lake from
Galilee. 27 When Jesus stepped ashore,
he was met by a man from the city who
Thad been possessed by demons for a long

time. This man did not wear clothes or
live in a house but among the tombs.

28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell
down before him, and said with a loud
voice, “What do yov have to do with
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?
I beg yov, do not torment me.” 29 For
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit
to come out of the man. Many times it
had seized him, and he would be bound
with chains and shackles and kept under
guard, but he would break the chains
and be driven by the demon into desolate
places. 30 Jesus then asked him, “What
is yoor name?” He said, “Legion,” for
many demons had entered him. 31 And
fhe begged Jesus not to command them
to go away into the abyss.

32 Now there was a herd of many pigs
feeding there on the mountain. The
demons begged Jesus to permit them to
enter the pigs. So he gave them permis-

sion. 33 Then the demons came out of the
man and went into the pigs, and the herd

rushed down the steep bank into the lake
and were drowned.

34 When those who had been feeding
the pigs saw what happened, they ran
Soff and reported it in the city and in the
countryside. 35 So the people came out to
see what had happened. When they came
to Jesus, they found the man from whom
the demons had gone out sitting at Jesus'
feet, clothed and in his right mind, and
they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it
told them how the demon-possessed man
had been delivered. 37 Then the entire
multitude from the surrounding region

of the *Gadarenes asked Jesus to depart
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from them, for they were seized with

great fear. So he got into Tthe boat and

left. 38 Now the man from whom the
demons had gone out begged to go with

him. But Jesus sent him away, saying,
39 “Return to yovur house, and declare all
that God has done for yov.” So the man
went away, proclaiming throughout the
entire city all that Jesus had done for him.

40 Now when Jesus returned, the crowd
welcomed him, for they had all been
waiting for him. 41 And behold, there
came a man named Jairus, who was a
ruler of the synagogue. He fell down
at Jesus' feet and begged him to come
to his house, 42 because he had an only
daughter, about twelve years old, and she
was dying.

As Jesus went on his way, the crowds
were pressing in on him. 43 Now there
was a woman who had suffered from
a flow of blood for twelve iyears, and
even though she had spent her entire
livelihood on physicians, she could not
be healed by anyone. 44 She came up
behind Jesus and touched the fringe of
his garment, and the flow of her blood
stopped at once. 45 Then Jesus said, “Who
touched me?” When everyone denied it,
Peter Sand those who were with him said,
“Master, the crowds are surrounding yovo
and pressing against *yov, and yet you
say, ‘Who touched me?’” 46 But Jesus said,
“Someone touched me, for I know that
power has gone out from me.” 47 When
the woman saw that she could not escape
notice, she came trembling and fell down
before him, and in the presence of all the

people she Ttold him the reason why she
had touched him, and how she had been
healed at once. 48 Then Jesus said to her,

“fTake courage, daughter; yovur faith has
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healed yov. Go in peace.”

49 While he was still speaking, someone
came from the ruler of the synagogue's
house and said S$to him, “Your daughter
has died; do not trouble the *teacher.”
50 But when Jesus heard this, he said
to him in response, “Do not be afraid;
only believe, and she will be healed.”
51 When he came to the house, Jesus
Tallowed no one to go in, except Peter,
i]ohn, James, and the child's father and
mother. 52 Meanwhile, all the people
were weeping and mourning for her, but
Jesus said, “Do not §weep; she is not dead
but sleeping.” 53 And they began laughing
at him, knowing that she was dead. 54 But
Jesus *put them all outside, took hold of
the girl's hand, and called out, “Child,
arise!” 55 Her spirit returned, and she got
up at once. Then he told them to give
her something to eat. 56 Her parents were

amazed, but he ordered them not to tell
anyone what had happened.

9

1Then Jesus called *the twelve together
and gave them power and authority over
all demons and to heal diseases, 2 and he
sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God
and to heal the sick. 3 He said to them,
“Take nothing for your journey, neither
Tstaffs, knapsack, bread, nor money; and

fbring only one tunic each. 4 Whatever
house you enter, stay there until you
leave that place. > If any will not receive
you, shake off the very dust from your
feet as you leave that town, as a testimony
against them.” 6 So they set out and went
throughout the villages, preaching the
gospel and healing people everywhere.

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about
everything that SJesus was doing, and
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he was greatly perplexed, because some
were saying that John had been raised
from the dead, 8 others were saying that
Elijah had appeared, and others were
saying that one of the ancient prophets
had risen. 9 But Herod said, “John I
beheaded; who then is this man about
whom I hear such things?” So he was
looking for an opportunity to see him.

10 When the apostles returned, they told
Jesus about all they had done. Then he
took them along and withdrew privately

to *a desolate place belonging to a town

called Bethsaida. 11 But when the crowds
found out about it, they followed him.

So he welcomed them and spoke to them
about the kingdom of God, and cured
those who had need of healing.

12 As the day began to draw to a close,
the twelve came up and said to Jesus,
“Send the crowd away so that they may go
into the surrounding villages and coun-
tryside and find lodging and provisions,
for we are in a desolate place here.”
13 But he said to them, “You give them
something to eat.” They said, “We have
only five loaves and two fish—unless we
are to go and buy food for this entire
group of people.” 14 (For there were about
five thousand men.) Then he said to his
disciples, “Have them sit down in groups
of ffifty each.” 15 The disciples did so,
and had everyone sit down. 16 Then
Jesus took the five loaves and the two
fish, and looking up to heaven, he blessed
and broke them, and gave them to the
disciples to set before the crowd. 17 They
all ate and were filled, and what was left
over was picked up, twelve baskets of
broken pieces.

18 Once when Jesus was praying in
private and the disciples were with him,
he asked them, “Who do the crowds say
that I am?” 19 They answered, “Some
say John the Baptist, others say Elijah,
and others say that one of the ancient
prophets has risen.” 20 Then he said to
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them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”

21 Jesus then warned them and in-
structed them to tell this to no one,
22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer
many things and be rejected by the elders,
chief priests, and scribes, and he must be

killed and on the third day frise again.”

23 Then he said to them all, “If anyone
wants to come after me, he must deny

himself, take up his Scross, and follow

me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for

my sake will save it. 25 For what does
it benefit a person if he gains the whole

world but loses or forfeits himself? 26 If
anyone is ashamed of me and my words,

the Son of Man will be ashamed of him
when he comes in his glory and the glory

of the Father and the holy angels. 27 But
truly I say to you, there are some standing
here who will certainly not taste death
until they see the kingdom of God.”

28 About eight days after he had spoken
these words, he took Peter, John, and
James, and went up on the mountain
to pray. 29 As he was praying, the ap-
pearance of his face was altered, and his
clothing became dazzling white. 30 And
behold, two men were talking with him;
they were Moses and Elijah, 31 who ap-
peared in glory and were speaking about
his departure, which he was about to
bring to fulfillment in Jerusalem. 32 Now

Peter and those who were with him were
heavy with sleep, but when they became

fully awake, they saw his glory and the
two men standing with him. 33 As the
men were parting from Jesus, Peter said
to him, “Master, it is good for us to
be here. Let us make three shelters,
one for yov, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah,” not knowing what he was saying.
34 But as he was saying this, a cloud came
and overshadowed them, and they were
afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 Then
a voice came from the cloud, saying,

“This is my *beloved Son; listen to him!”

be raised up
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36 When the voice finished speaking, they
found that Jesus was alone. The disciples
kept silent and did not tell anyone in those
days about any of the things they had
seen.

37 On the next day, when they came
down from the mountain, Jesus was met
by a large crowd. 38 And behold, a
man from among the crowd cried out,

“Teacher, I beg Tyov to look at my son,
for he is my one and only child. 39 A
spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries
out; it convulses him so that he foams
at the mouth. It hardly ever leaves him
alone, bruising him severely. 401 begged
your disciples to cast it out, but they
could not.” 41Jesus answered, “O faithless
and perverse generation, how long shall I
be with you and bear with you? Bring
your son here.” 42 Now as the boy was
approaching, the demon threw him down

and shook him with convulsions. But
Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed

the boy, and gave him back to his father.
43 And they were all astonished at the
majesty of God.

But while everyone was marveling at

all that Jesus fhad done, he said to his
disciples, 44 “Let these words sink into
your ears: The Son of Man is about to
be delivered up into the hands of men.”
45 But they did not understand what this
meant. It was concealed from them, so
that they could not grasp it, and they were
afraid to ask him about it.

46 Now an argument arose among the
disciples as to which of them was greater.

47 But Jesus, Sperceiving the thoughts of
their hearts, took a child and placed him
by his side. 48 Then he said to them,
“Whoever receives this child in my name
receives me, and whoever receives me
receives him who sent me. For he who is
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least among you all is the one who *will
be great.”

49 John responded, “Master, we saw
someone casting out demons in yovr
name, and we told him to stop because
he does not follow us.” 50 But Jesus said
to him, “Do not stop Thim, for whoever is

not against fus is for us.”

51 Now when the days were approach-
ing for Jesus' ascension, he set his face to
go to Jerusalem. 52 He sent messengers on
ahead, who went and entered a village of
the Samaritans to make preparations for
him. 53 But the people there refused to
welcome him, because his face was set to
go to Jerusalem. 54 When Shis disciples
James and John saw this, they said, “Lord,
do yov want us to command fire to come
down from heaven and consume *them,
just like Elijah did?” 55 But he turned and
rebuked fthem, saying, “You do not know
what kind of spirit you belong to. 56 {For
the Son of Man did not come to destroy
people's lives but to save them.” And they
went on to another village.

57 As they were going along the road,
someone said to him, “I will follow yov
wherever yov Sgo, Lord.” 58 Jesus said to

him, “Foxes have holes, and the birds of
the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has

nowhere to lay his head.” 59 Then Jesus
said to another man, “Follow me.” But
the man said, “*Lord, let me first go and
bury my father.” 60Jesus said to him, “Let
the dead bury their own dead. But yov go
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Still
another said, “I will follow yov, Lord, but
first let me say goodbye to my family.”
62 But Jesus said Tto him, “No one who
puts his hand to the plow and looks back
is fit for the kingdom of God.”
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1 After this, the Lord appointed

*seventy others and sent them on ahead,
two by two, to every town and place
where he himself was about to go. 2 He
said to them, “The harvest is plentiful,

but the workers are few. Therefore
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
workers into his harvest. 3 Now go on

your way. Behold, I am sending you

out like lambs in the midst of wolves.
4 Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, and

no sandals; and do not greet anyone on
the road. > Whenever you enter a house,
first say, ‘May peace be upon this house!’
6 If there is a son of peace there, your
peace will rest upon him. But if not, it
will return to you. 7 Remain in the same
house, eating and drinking whatever they
provide, for the worker is worthy of his
wages. Do not go from house to house.
8 Whenever you enter a town and they
receive you, eat what is set before you.
9Heal the sick in that city and say to them,
‘The kingdom of God has drawn near to
you.” 10 But whenever you enter a town
and they do not receive you, go out into
its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust that
clings to Tus from your town we wipe off
against you. Yet know this: The kingdom
of God has drawn near fto you.’ 121 tell
you, on that day it will be more tolerable
for Sodom than for that town.

13 “Woe to yov, Chorazin! Woe to youv,

Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were
done in you had been done in Tyre and

Sidon, they would have repented long
ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But
it will be more tolerable at the judgment
for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 15 And
yov, Capernaum, Swho have been exalted
to heaven, will *be brought down to
Hades.

16 “He who listens to you listens to me;
he who rejects you rejects me, and he who
rejects me rejects him who sent me.”
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17 When the Tseventy returned, they
were joyful and said, “Lord, even the
demons submit to us in yovr name.” 18 He
said to them, “I watched Satan fall from
heaven like lightning. 19 Behold, I fam
giving you authority to tread on serpents
and scorpions, and to overcome all the
power of the enemy, and nothing at all
will harm you. 20 Nevertheless, do not
rejoice that the spirits submit to you, Shut
rejoice that your names are written in
heaven.”

21 At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in
the *Spirit and said, “I praise yov, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, because yov
have hidden these things from the wise
and intelligent, and revealed them to
infants. Yes, Father, for so it was well-
pleasing in yovr Tsight.” 22 Then he turned
to the disciples and said, “All things have
been delivered to me by my Father. No
one knows who the Son is except the
Father, and no one knows who the Father
is except the Son, and anyone to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him.”

23 Then he turned to the disciples and
said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that
see what you see! 24 For I tell you that
many prophets and kings wished to see
the things you see but did not see them,
and to hear the things you hear but did
not hear them.”

25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to test
Jesus, saying, “Teacher, what must I do to
inherit eternal life?” 26 Jesus said to him,
“What is written in the law? How do yov
read it?” 27 He answered, “Yov shall love
the Lord your God with all yovr heart,
with all yovor soul, with all yovor strength,
and with all yoor mind; and yov shall love
your neighbor as yovrself.” 28 Jesus said
to him, “Yov have answered correctly; do
this and yov will live.”

29 But wishing to justify himself, he
said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down
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to Jericho from Jerusalem and fell among
robbers. They stripped him, beat him,

and went away, leaving him fas he was,
half dead. 31 Now a priest happened to
be going down that road, but when he
saw the man, he passed by on the other
side. 32 In the same way, a Levite, when
he came to that place and saw him, passed
by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan,
who was on a journey, came to where
the man was, and when he saw him, he
was moved with compassion. 34 He went
over to him and bandaged his wounds,
pouring oil and wine on them. Then he
put him on his own animal, brought him
to an inn, and took care of him. 35 On
the next Sday, when he was departing, he
took out two denarii, gave them to the
innkeeper, and said *to him, ‘Take care
of him, and whatever more yov spend I

will repay to yov when I return.’ 36 fNow
which of these three do yov think was a
neighbor to the man who fell among the
robbers?” 37 The lawyer said, “The one
who showed him mercy.” So Jesus said
to him, “Go and do likewise.”

38 As Jesus and his disciples went along,
he entered a village, and a woman named
Martha welcomed him finto her home.
39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat
at §Jesus' feet and listened to what he
was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted
by the many preparations that had to be
made. So she came up to Jesus and said,
“Lord, do yov not care that my sister
has left me to make all the preparations
alone? Tell her then to assist me.” 4! But

Jesus answered her, “Martha, Martha,
yovu are anxious and troubled about many
things, 42 but only Tone thing is necessary.
Mary has chosen the good portion, and it
will not be taken away from her.”
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11

10ne day Jesus was praying in a certain
place, and when he finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to
pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
250 he said to them, “When you pray, say,

“*Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be yovr name.
Yovur kingdom come.
TYour will be done,

_on earth as it is in heaven.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.

4 And forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who is
indebted to us.
And lead us not into ftemptation,
but deliver us from evil.””

5 Then he said to them, “Suppose one
of you has a friend, and yov go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me
three loaves, 6 for a Sfriend on a journey
has come to me, and I have nothing to
set before him,” 7 and he answers from
inside and says, ‘Do not bother me! The
door is already shut, and my children
are with me in bed. I cannot get up to
give you anything.’ 81 tell you, even if
he will not get up and give yov anything
because yov are his friend, yet because
of your shameless persistence, he will get
up and give yov as much as yov need.
9So I tell you: Ask, and it will be given
to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. 10 For
everyone who asks receives, and he who
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will
be opened. 11 Now what father among
*you, when his son asks for bread, will
give him a stone; or again, when he asks
for a fish, will give him a serpent instead
of a fish; 12 or again, if he asks for an egg,
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will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then,
being evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your
heavenly Father give Tthe Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!”

14 Now Jesus was casting out a demon

that made a certain man mute. When the
demon came out, the mute man began

to speak, and the crowds were amazed.
15 But some of them said, “By Beelze-
bul, the ruler of demons, he casts out
demons.” 16 Others were asking him for a
sign from heaven, to test him. 17 Knowing
their thoughts, Jesus said to them, “Every
kingdom divided against itself is laid
waste, and a house divided against itself
falls. 18 So if Satan is also divided against
himself, how will his kingdom stand?
For you say that I cast out demons by
Beelzebul. 19 Now if I cast out demons by

Beelzebul, by whom fdo your followers
cast them out? Therefore they will be
your judges. 20 But if I cast out demons
by the finger of God, then the kingdom of
God has come upon you. 21 When a strong
man, fully armed, guards his own palace,
his possessions are secure. 22 But when
a stronger man attacks and overpowers
him, he takes away all the armor in which

the man trusted and then distributes the
plunder. 23 Whoever is not with me is

against me, and whoever does not gather
with me scatters.

24 “When an unclean spirit has gone
out of a person, it goes through waterless
places seeking rest. But when it does
not find any, it says, ‘I will return to my
house from which I came out.” 25 When it
arrives, it finds the house Sswept and put
in order. 26 Then it goes and takes along
seven other spirits more evil than itself,
and they *go and dwell there, and the last
state of that person becomes worse than
the first.”

27 As Jesus was saying these things, a
woman from among the crowd lifted up
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her voice and said to him, “Blessed is
the womb that bore yov, and the breasts
at which yov nursed.” 28 But he said,
“Blessed rather are those who hear the
word of God and obey it.”

29 Now as the crowds were increasing,
Jesus began to say, “This generation is
fevil. It asks for a sign, but no sign
will be given to it except the sign of

Jonah fthe prophet. 30 For just as Jonah
became a sign to the people of Nineveh,
so also will the Son of Man Sbe to this
generation. 31 The queen of the South will
rise up at the judgment with the men of
this generation and condemn them, for
she came from the ends of the earth to
hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold,
something greater than Solomon is here.
32 The men of Nineveh will rise up at
the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, for they repented at the
preaching of Jonah, and behold, some-
thing greater than Jonah is here.

33 “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a

hidden place *or under a basket. Instead,
it is put on a lampstand, so that those who

come in may see its light. 34 TThe lamp of

the body is the eye. ¥So when yovr eye is
clear, yoor whole body is full of light. But
when yovr eye is bad, yovr body is full of

darkness. 3> Therefore make sure that the
light within yov is not darkness. 36 If then

your whole body is full of light, having
no part dark, it will be entirely light, like
when a lamp gives yov light with its rays.”

37 As he was Sspeaking, a Pharisee
invited Jesus to have a meal with him, so
Jesus went in and reclined at the table.

38 The Pharisee was amazed when he
saw that Jesus did not first perform the

ritual washing before the meal. 39 So the
Lord said to him, “You Pharisees clean the
outside of the cup and the platter, but
inside you are full of plunder and evil.

40 You fools! Did not he who made the
outside also make the inside? 41 But give
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as alms the things that are on the inside,
and behold, everything will be clean for
you.

42 “But woe to you, Pharisees! For
you tithe mint, rue, and every herb, yet
you ignore justice and the love of God.
These you ought to have done without
neglecting the others. 43 Woe to you,
Pharisees! For you love the best seats
in the synagogues and greetings in the
marketplaces. 44 Woe to *you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are
like unmarked graves, which people walk
over without realizing it.”

45In response one of the lawyers said to
him, “Teacher, by saying these things, yov
insult us as well.” 46 But Jesus said, “Woe
to you lawyers as well! For you burden
people with burdens that are hard to
bear, but you yourselves do not touch the
burdens with even one of your fingers.
47 Woe to you! For you build the tombs of
the prophets, but it was your fathers who
killed them. 48 So you fhear witness to
and approve of the works of your fathers,
for they killed the prophets, and you build
their tombs. 49 That is why the wisdom
of God said, ‘I will send them prophets
and apostles, some of whom they will kill
and some of whom they will persecute.’
50 As a result, this generation will be

held accountable for the blood of all the
prophets that has been shed from the

foundation of the world, 31 from the blood
of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who
perished between the altar and the house
of God. Yes, I tell you, this generation
will be held accountable. 52 Woe to you
lawyers! For you have taken away the
key of knowledge. You yourselves have
not entered, and you have hindered those
who were trying to enter.”

53 As he fwas saying these things to
them, the scribes and the Pharisees began
to oppose him fiercely and to question
him closely about many things, 5¢lying in
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wait for him Sand seeking to catch him in

some word coming out of his *mouth, so
that they might accuse him.

12

1 Meanwhile, when the crowd had
gathered together by the thousands, so
that they were trampling on one another,
Jesus began to speak first to his disciples:
“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy. 2 There is nothing
covered up that will not be revealed, and
nothing hidden that will not be made
known. 3 Therefore whatever you have

said in the darkness will be heard in
the light, and what you have whispered

in anyone's ear in private rooms will be
proclaimed on the housetops.

4“] tell you, my friends, do not be afraid
of those who kill the body, and after that
have nothing more they can do. > But
I will tell you whom you should fear:
Fear him who has authority to throw you
into hell after your body has been killed.
Yes, I tell you, fear him! 6 Are not five
sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not
one of them is forgotten in the sight of
God. 7 Indeed, even the hairs of your
head are all numbered. *So do not be
afraid; you are of Tmore value than many
Sparrows.

8 “I tell you, everyone who acknowl-
edges me before men, the Son of Man
will also acknowledge before the angels
of God, ? but whoever denies me before
men will be denied before the angels of
God. 10 And everyone who speaks a word
against the Son of Man will be forgiven,
but whoever blasphemes against the Holy
Spirit will not be forgiven. 11 When you
are brought before synagogues, rulers,
and authorities, do not be anxious about
how or what you should speak in your
own defense, or what you should say,
12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that
very hour what you should say.”
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13 Then someone from among the
crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my
brother to divide the family inheritance
with me.” 14 But Jesus said to him,
“Man, who appointed me as a judge or
arbitrator over you?” 15 Then he said
to them, “Watch out and be on your

guard against fcovetousness, for one's

life does not consist in the abundance of
his possessions.” 16 And he told them a

parable: “The land of a certain rich man
produced abundantly. 17 So he thought
to himself, ‘What should I do, for I do
not have anywhere to store my crops?’
18 Then he said, ‘This is what I will do:
I will tear down my barns and build
larger ones, and there I will store all my

Sproduce and my goods. 19 And I will say
to my soul, “Soul, yovo have many goods
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink,
and be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him,
‘You fool! This very night yovr life will be

demanded *back from yov, and the things
yov have prepared, whose will they be?
21 This is how it will be with anyone who
lays up treasure for himself and is not
rich toward God.”

22 Then Jesus said to this disciples,
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious
about your life, what you will eat, or
about your body, what you will wear.

23 Life is more than food, and the body
is more than clothing. 24 Consider the
ravens: They do not sow or reap; they
have no storehouse or barn, yet God feeds
them. Of how much more value are you
than birds? 25 Which of you by being
anxious can add a single moment to yoor
span of life? 26 If then you cannot even do
a very little thing like that, why are you
anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the
lilies, how they grow: They do not toil or
Sspin, yet I tell you, not even Solomon in
all his glory was clothed like one of these.
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28 Now if God so clothes the grass *in the
field, which is alive today and tomorrow
is thrown into the oven, how much more
will he clothe you, O you of little faith?
29 And do not be concerned about what
you will eat Tor what you will drink; do
not be anxious about such things. 30 For
the nations of the world seek after all
these things, and your Father knows that
you need them. 31 Rather, seek fthe
kingdom of God, and Sall these things will
be added to you. 32 Do not be afraid,
little flock, for your Father is pleased
to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your
possessions and give to the needy. Make
yourselves moneybags that do not wear
out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven,

where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is,

there will your heart be also.

35 “Be dressed for service and keep
your lamps burning, 36 like men who
are waiting for their master to return
from a wedding feast, so that they may
immediately open the door for him when

he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are
those servants whom their master finds
keeping watch when he comes. Truly

I say to you, he will dress himself for
service and have them recline at the table,

and he will come and serve them. 38 If he
comes in the second watch or the third
watch and finds them doing so, blessed

are those servants. 39 But know this: If the
master of the house had known at what

hour the thief was coming, he *would
have kept watch and would not have let
his house be broken into. 40 TTherefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour when you do
not expect him.”

41 Then Peter said fto him, “Lord, are
you telling this parable only for us, or
for everyone else as well?” 42 The Lord
said, “Who then is the faithful and wise
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steward, whom his master will set over
his household, to give them their portion
of food at the proper time? 43 Blessed

is that servant whom his master finds so
doing when he comes. 44 Truly I say to

you, he will set him over all his posses-
sions. 45 But if that servant says in his
heart, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’
and he begins to beat the male and female
servants, and to eat and drink and get
drunk, 46 the master of that servant will
come on a day when he does not expect
him and at an hour he does not foresee,
and will cut him in two and assign his
portion to be with the unfaithful. 47 That
servant who knew his master's will, but
did not prepare himself or act according
to his will, will be beaten with many

lashes. 48 But the one who did not know
his master's will, yet did what deserved

a beating, will be beaten with few lashes.
From everyone to whom much has been
given, much will be required; and from
him to whom much has been entrusted,
even more will be demanded.

49 «I have come to bring fire Sto the
earth, and how I wish it were already
kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to be bap-
tized with, and how consumed I am with
it until it is completed! 51 Do you think I
have come to grant peace on earth? No,
I tell you, but division. 52 For from now
on five in one household will be divided,
three against two and two against three.
53 *Father will be divided against son and
son against father, mother against daugh-
ter and daughter against mother, mother-
in-law against her daughter-in-law and
daughter-in-law against Ther mother-in-
law.”

>4 Jesus also said to the crowds, “When
you see a cloud rising ffrom the west, you
immediately say, ‘A rainstorm is coming,’
and that is what happens. 55 And when
you see the south wind blowing, you
say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it
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happens. 56 Hypocrites! You know how
to interpret the appearance of the Searth

and the sky, so why *can you not interpret
this present time?

57 “Why do you not judge for yourselves
what is right? 58 As yov are going with
your adversary before the magistrate,
make an effort to settle with him on the
way, lest he drag yov to the judge, and the
judge Thand yov over to the officer, and
the officer fthrow yov into prison. 591
tell yov, yov will certainly not come out
of there until yov have paid the very last
cent.”

13

1 Now there were some present at
that very time who told Jesus about the

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed
with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus responded to

them, “Do you think that those Galileans
were worse sinners than all the other
Galileans because they suffered *such
things? 3 No, I tell you, but if you do not
repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or
those eighteen who were killed when the
tower in Siloam fell on them, do you think
that they were worse offenders than all
the other people who dwell in Jerusalem?
5 No, I tell you, but if you do not repent,
you will all likewise perish.”

6 Then he told this parable: “A man
had a fig tree planted in his vineyard,
and he came looking for fruit on it, but
did not find any. 7 So he said to the
vinedresser, ‘Behold, for three years I
have come looking for fruit on this fig tree
and have not found any. fCut it down!
Why should it use up the soil?” 8 But the
vinedresser answered him, ‘Sir, allow it
to remain for this year also, and I will dig
around it and put manure on it. 9 If it
bears fruit, fine; but if not, yov can cut it
down in the coming year.’”
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10 One Sabbath Jesus was teaching in
one of the synagogues. 11 And behold,

there was a woman who had suffered
from a spirit of disability for eighteen

years. She was bent over and could not
stand up completely straight. 12 When
Jesus saw her, he called her over and
said to her, “Woman, yov are set free
from yovur disability.” 13 Then he laid his
hands on her, and at once her back was
made straight, and she began glorifying
God. 14 But the ruler of the synagogue, in-
dignant because Jesus had healed on the
Sabbath, said to the crowd in response,
“There are six days in which work should
be done; so come and be healed on those
days and not on the Sabbath day.” 15 Then
the Lord answered him, “SHypocrites! Do
not each of you on the Sabbath untie yoor
ox or donkey from the manger, lead it
away, and give it water? 16 Then should
not this woman, a daughter of Abraham
whom Satan has bound for eighteen long
years, be released from this bondage on
the Sabbath day?” 17 When he said this,
all his adversaries were put to shame, and
the entire crowd was rejoicing over all the
glorious things that he was doing.

18 Then Jesus said, “What is the king-

dom of God like? To what should I
compare it? 191t is like a grain of mustard

seed that a man took and sowed in his
garden. It grew and became a “large
tree, and the birds of the sky nested in
its branches.”

20 Again he said, “To what should I
compare the kingdom of God? 211t is like

leaven that a woman took and mixed into
three measures of flour until it had all
been leavened.”

22 Then Jesus traveled through towns
and villages, teaching and making his way
to Jerusalem. 23 Someone said to him,
“Lord, are there only a few who are being
saved?” Jesus said to them, 24 “Strive

to enter through the narrow fgate. For
many, I tell you, will seek to enter and
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will not be able to. 25 Once the master of
the house gets up and shuts the door, you

will begin to stand outside and knock at
the door, saying, ‘Lord, fLord, open the
door for us.” But he will answer you, ‘I
do not know you or where you are from.’
26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and
drank in your presence, and yov taught
in our streets.” 27 But he will Ssay, ‘I tell

you, I do not know *you or where you are
from. Depart from me, all you workers
of unrighteousness.” 28 In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth,
when you see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
all the prophets in the kingdom of God,
but you yourselves cast out. 29 People will
come from east and west, and from north
and south, and recline at the banquet
table in the kingdom of God. 30 And
behold, some are last who will be first,
and some are first who will be last.”

31 fOn that same day some Pharisees
came up and said to Jesus, “Leave this
place and go somewhere else, for Herod
wants to kill yov.” 32 But he said to
them, “Go tell that fox, ‘Behold, I will
continue casting out demons and per-
forming healings today and tomorrow,
and on the third day I will finish my
work.” 33 Nevertheless, I must go on my
way today, tomorrow, and the following
day, for it is unthinkable that a prophet
should perish outside of Jerusalem. 34 O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills
the prophets and stones those who are
sent to yov! How often I have wanted
to gather yovur children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, but
you were not willing! 35 Behold, your
house is left to you desolate. SI tell you,
you will certainly not see me again until

*the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord.””

14

1 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to
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eat at the house of one of the rulers
of the Pharisees, the people there were

watching him closely. 2 And behold, there
in front of him was a man suffering from
dropsy. 3 In response Jesus said to the
lawyers and Pharisees, “Is it lawful to heal

on the *Sabbath?” 4 But they remained
silent. So Jesus took hold of the man,
healed him, and sent him away. 5 Then he

said to them, “Which of you whose Tson
or ox falls into a pit on the Sabbath will
not immediately pull him out?” 6 But they
could give him no answer about these
things.

7 When Jesus noticed how the guests
were choosing the places of honor for
themselves, he told them a parable:
8 “When yov are invited by someone to
a wedding feast, do not recline in the
place of honor, in case someone more
honorable than yov has been invited by
your host. 9 Then the host, who invited
you both, will come and Ssay to yov,
‘Give yovr place to this person.” And with
shame yov will begin moving to the least
important place. 10 But when yov are
invited, go recline in the least important
place, so that, when yovr host comes, he
will say to yov, ‘Friend, move up higher’
Then yov will be honored in the presence
of *those who are reclining at the table
with yov. 11 For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who
humbles himself will be exalted.”

12Jesus also said to the man who had in-
vited him, “When yov prepare a luncheon
or dinner, do not invite your friends,
yovur brothers, yovr relatives, or yovur rich
neighbors. Otherwise, they may invite
you in return, and yov will be repaid.
13 But when yov prepare a banquet, invite
the poor, the maimed, the lame, and the
blind. 14 Then yov will be blessed. Since
they do not have the means to repay yov,
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yov will be repaid at the resurrection of
the righteous.”

15 When one of the men reclining at
the table with Jesus heard these things,
he said to him, “Blessed is the who will
eat fat the feast in the kingdom of God.”
16 Jesus said to him, “A man prepared a
great banquet and invited many guests.
17 At the time for the banquet he sent
his servant to tell those who had been
invited, ‘Come, for Severything is now
ready.” 18 But they all alike began to make
excuses. The first one said to him, ‘I have
bought a field, and I need to go out and
see it. I ask yov to have me excused’
19 Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke
of oxen, and I am on my way to try them
out. I ask yov to have me excused.” 20 Still
another said, ‘I have married a woman,

and for that reason I cannot come.” 21 So
the servant came back and told these
things to his master. Then the master of

the house became angry and said to his
servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets
and lanes of the city, and bring in the
poor, the maimed, the *lame, and the
blind.” 22 The servant said, ‘Master, Tit
has been done as yoo commanded, and

there is still room.” 23 So the master said
to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways

and hedges and compel people to come
in, so that my house may be filled. 24 For
I tell you that none of those men who

were invited shall taste my banquet.” {For
many are called, but few are chosen.”

25 Now large crowds were traveling
with Jesus, and he turned and said to
them, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does
not hate his father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, and even
his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
27 And whoever does not bear his own
cross and come after me cannot be my

disciple. 28 For which of §you who wants
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to build a tower does not first sit down
and estimate the cost, to see if he has what

he needs to complete it? 29 Otherwise,

when he has laid the foundation and is
not able to finish it, all who are looking

on will begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This
man began to build and was not able to
finish.” 31 Or what king, when he is going
out to confront another king in battle,
*does not first sit down and consider

whether he is able with ten thousand men
to face the king who is coming against

him with twenty thousand men? 32 If he
cannot, he sends a delegation while the
other is still far away and asks for terms
of peace. 33 So then, any one of you who
does not give up all his possessions cannot
be my disciple.

34 «Salt is good, but if salt loses its flavor,

with what shall it be seasoned? 35 It is
fit neither for the soil nor for the manure
pile; it is thrown out. He who has ears to

hear, let him hear.”

15

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners
were drawing near to Jesus to listen to

him. 2 But the Pharisees and the scribes
grumbled, saying, “This man receives

sinners and eats with them.”

3 So Jesus told them this parable:
4 “What man among you, who has a
hundred sheep and loses one of them,
does not leave the other ninety-nine in
the wilderness and go after the one that is

lost until he finds it? > And when he finds
it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

6 Then he returns home and calls together
his friends and neighbors, saying to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my
lost sheep.” 71 tell you, in the same way
there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents, than over ninety-
nine righteous people who have no need
of repentance.

8 “Or what woman who has ten silver
coins, if she loses one coin, does not light
a lamp, sweep the house, and search
carefully until she finds it? 9 And when
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98

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 15:24

she finds it, she calls together her friends
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me,
for I have found my lost coin.’” 10In the
same way, I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”

11 Then he said, “There was a man who
had two sons. 12 The younger of the two
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of property that will belong to me.’

So his father divided his assets between
the two sons. 13 A few days later, the

younger son gathered together all that he
had and went on a journey to a distant
country, and there he squandered his
property by living recklessly. 14 When he
had spent all that he had, a severe famine
arose throughout that country, and he
began to be in need. 15 So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of
that country, who sent him to his fields
to feed pigs. 16 He longed to *fill his belly
with the carob pods the pigs were eating,
but no one gave him anything. 17 When
he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many
of my father's hired workers have an

abundance of bread, Twhile I perish with
hunger! 181 will arise, go to my father,
and say to him, “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before yov. 19T am no
longer worthy to be called yovr son; make
me like one of your hired workers.””’ 20 So

he arose and went to his father. But while
he was still far away, his father saw him

and was moved with compassion. So he
ran to his son, threw his arms around his
neck, and kissed him. 21 Then the son
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before yov. I am no longer

worthy to be called yovur fson.’ 22 But the

father said to his servants, ‘§Bring out the
best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on
his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring

the fattened calf and kill it. Let us eat
and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was
dead but is now alive again; he was lost

but has now been found.” And they began
to celebrate.
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25 “Now his older son was in the field,
and as_he came and drew near to_the
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So
he called one of *the servants over and
asked him what was happening. 27 The
servant said to him, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the
fattened calf, because he has received

him back safe and sound. 28 But the
older son was angry and would not go

in. So his father came out and began
pleading with him. 29 But he answered
his father, ‘Behold, all these years I have
served yov and have never disobeyed
your command, yet yov have never given
me even a young goat so that I might
celebrate with my friends. 30 But when
this son of yours came, who has devoured
yovur assets with prostitutes, yov killed the

fattened calf for him.” 31 The father said
to him, ‘Son, yov are always with me, and

everything I have is yovrs. 32 But it was
proper to celebrate and rejoice, for yoor
brother was dead but is now alive Tagain;
he was lost but has now been found.””

16

1 Then Jesus said to *his disciples,

“There was _a rich man whose steward
was accused of squandering his posses-

sions. 2 So he called the steward in
and said to him, ‘What is this I hear
about yov? Give an account of yovr
stewardship, for yov can no longer be
steward.” 3 The steward said to himself,
‘What should I do, since my master is
taking my stewardship away from me? I
am not strong enough to dig, and I am
ashamed to beg. 41 know what I will
do so that when I am removed from my
stewardship people will receive me into

their homes.” >So he summoned each one
of his master's debtors. He said to the
first, ‘How much do yov owe my master?’

6 The man said, ‘A hundred measures of
oil” The steward said to him, ‘Take yovur
bill, sit down quickly, and write fifty’
7Then he said to another, ‘And how much

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 16:19

do yov owe? The man said, ‘A hundred

measures of wheat.” The steward said to
him, ‘Take yovr bill and write eighty.” 8 So

the master commended the unrighteous
steward because he had acted shrewdly.
For the sons of this age are more shrewd
in dealing with their own generation than
are the sons of light. 9 And I tell you,
make friends for yourselves by means of

unrighteous wealth so that when fyou
die, they will receive you into the eternal
dwellings.

10 “He who is faithful with very little is
also faithful with much, and he who is
dishonest with very little is also dishonest
with much. 1 If then you have not been
faithful with unrighteous wealth, who
will entrust you with true riches? 12 And
if you have not been faithful with the
property of another, who will give you
fproperty of your own? 13 No servant can
serve two masters, for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and money.”

14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers
of money, heard all these things and
began ridiculing Jesus. 15 So he said to
them, “You justify yourselves in the sight
of men, but God knows your hearts. For
what is highly esteemed among men is an
abomination in the sight of God.

16 “The Law and the Prophets were until
John; since then the good news of the
kingdom of God has been preached, and
everyone tries to force his way into it.

17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to
pass away than for one stroke of a letter

to be dropped from the law.

18 “Everyone who divorces his wife
and marries another commits adultery,
and Severyone who marries a woman di-
}[forced from her husband commits adul-
ery.

19 “Now there was a certain rich man
who would dress in purple and fine linen,
enjoying himself each day as he lived
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lavishly. 20 *There was also a poor man
named Lazarus, who was laid at his gate,
covered with sores. 2! He longed to be
filled with Tthe crumbs that fell from the
rich man's table, but instead the dogs

would come and lick his sores. 22 Now
the poor man died and was carried away

by the angels to Abraham's side, and the

rich man also died and was buried. 23 As
he was in torment in Hades, he lifted up

his eyes and saw Abraham far off, and

Lazarus at his side. 24 So he called out and
said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me

and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his fin-
ger in water and cool my tongue, for I am
in agony in this flame.” 25 But Abraham
said, ‘Son, remember that in yovur lifetime
yovu received yovr good things, and in the
same way Lazarus received bad things,

but now he is fhere being comforted,
while yov are in agony. 26 And besides all
this, a great chasm is fixed between you
and us, so that those who want to cross
over to you from here cannot do so, nor
can anyone cross over to us from there.’
27He said, ‘Then I beg yov, father, to send
Lazarus to my father's house, 28 for I have
five brothers. Let him warn them, so that
they too will not come to this place of
torment.” 29 Abraham said Sto him, ‘They
have Moses and the Prophets; they can
listen to them. 30 He said, ‘No, father
Abraham, but if someone goes to them
from the dead, they will repent.” 31 But
Abraham said to him, ‘If they do not listen
to Moses and the Prophets, neither will
they be persuaded even if someone rises
from the dead.””

17

1 Then Jesus said to *the disciples, “It
is inevitable that stumbling blocks come,
but woe to the one through whom they
come! 2 It would be better for him if a
Theavy millstone were hung around his

neck and he were cast into the sea than
for him to cause one of these little ones

T 16:21 the crumbs that 98.1% . what CT 0.3% f 16:25 here . —PCK TR § 16:29 to him . —CT

100

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 17:19

to stumble. 3 Watch yourselves. If your

brother sins fagainst yov, rebuke him. If
he repents, forgive him. 4 Even if he sins
against yov seven times in a day, and

seven times Sin that day he comes *back
and says, ‘I repent, yov must forgive
him.”

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “In-
crease our faith.” ¢ The Lord said, “If you
had faith like a grain of mustard seed,
you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be
uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it
would obey you.

7 “Suppose one of you has a servant
plowing the field or tending the sheep. As
soon as he comes in from the field would
you fsay, ‘Come and recline at the table’?
8 Instead, would yov not say to him,
‘Prepare my supper. Put on yovr apron
and serve me while I eat and drink; after
that yov may eat and drink’? 9 Do yov
thank fthat servant because he did what

he was commanded? $§I think not. 10 So
you also, when you have done everything

you were commanded to do, should say,
‘We are unworthy servants; we have only
done what we were obligated to do.””

11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus
traveled along the border of Samaria and
Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, he
was met by ten lepers who stood at a
distance. 13 They lifted up their voices,
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”
14When he saw them, he said to them, “Go
show yourselves to the priests.” As they
went along, they were cleansed. 1> When
one of them saw that he had been healed,
he came back, glorifying God with a loud
voice. 16 He then fell on his face at Jesus'
feet, giving him thanks. (Now he was
a Samaritan.) 17 In response Jesus said,

“Were not ten cleansed? Where then are
the other nine? 18 Were there none found
who came back to give glory to God except

this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to the
man, “Rise and go on your way; yovr faith
has healed yov.”
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20 At one point Jesus was asked by
the Pharisees when the kingdom of God
was coming, so he answered them, “The
kingdom of God does not come with
observable signs, 21 nor will people say,
‘Behold, here it is”’ or, ““Behold, there it
is!’ For behold, the kingdom of God is
within you.”

22 Then he said to the disciples, “The
days will come when you will long to see
one of the days of the Son of Man, but you
will not see it. 23 People will say to you,
‘Behold, there he is!” or, ‘Behold, there
he is”” Do not go off with them or run
after them, 24 for just as lightning flashes
from one part of the sky and shines to
the other, so will the Son of Man be fin
his day. 25 But first he must suffer many
things and be rejected by this generation.
26 Just as it was in the days of Noah,
so will it be in the days of the Son of
Man. 27 People were eating and drinking,
marrying and being given in marriage,
until the day when Noah went into the
ark, and the flood came and destroyed

them all. 28 It will be the same as it was
in the days of Lot. People were eating

and drinking, buying and selling, planting
and building. 29 But on the day when
Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur
rained down from heaven and destroyed
them all. 30 8So will it be on the day

when the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On
that day, he who is on the housetop and

whose goods are in the house must not
come down to get them. Likewise, he

who is in the field must not turn back.
32 Remember Lot's wife. 33 Whoever seeks

to *save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life will preserve it. 341 tell you,
on that night two people will be in one
bed; one will be taken and the other will
be left. 35 Two women will be grinding
grain together; one will be taken and the

other will be fleft.” 37 Then the disciples
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said to him in response, “Where, Lord?”
He said to them, “Where the body is, there
the vultures will be gathered together.”

18

1 Then Jesus told them a parable about

the *need to pray at all times and not lose
heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there
was a judge who neither feared God nor
respected man. 3 There was also a widow
in that city who kept coming to him and
saying, ‘Give me justice against my adver-
sary” 4 For a while he would not do so,
but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though
I neither fear God nor respect man, > yet
because this widow keeps bothering me,
I will give her justice, so that she will
not wear me out by continually coming
to me.”” 6 Then the Lord said, “Hear what
the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will
not God surely bring about justice to his
chosen ones who cry out to him day

and night, fwhile also being patient with
them? 81 tell you that he will bring about
justice for them quickly. Nevertheless,
when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on the earth?”

9 He also told this parable to some
who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and who regarded others with
contempt: 10 “Two men went up to the
temple to pray. One was a Pharisee and
the other was a tax collector. 11 The
Pharisee stood fby himself and prayed
like this: ‘God, I thank yov that I am not
like other people: swindlers, unrighteous,
adulterers, or even like this tax collector.
12 T fast twice a week, and I give tithes
of all that I get.” 13 But the tax collector

stood at a distance and would not even
lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his

breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me,
a sinner!” 147 tell you, this man went
down to his home justified rather than the
other. For everyone who exalts himself
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will be humbled, but he who humbles
himself will be exalted.”

15 Now people were even bringing their
babies to Jesus so that he might touch
them. When the disciples saw this, they
rebuked those who were bringing them,
16 hut Jesus called for them and said,

“Let the little children come to me and
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of

God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly
I say to you, whoever does not receive
the kingdom of God like a little child will
certainly not enter it.”

18 Then a certain ruler asked him,
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” 19Jesus said to him, “Why do
yoo call me good? No one is good except

God alone. 20 Yov know the command-
ments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not

murder, Do not steal, Do not give false

testimony, Honor yovr father and Syovr
mother’” 21 The man said, “All these I
have kept from my youth.” 22When Jesus
heard this, he said to him, “One thing yov
still lack: Sell everything yov have and
distribute the money to the poor, and yov
will have treasure in heaven; then come
follow me.” 23 But when the man heard
this, he became very sorrowful, for he
was extremely rich. 24 *When Jesus saw
that the man had become very sorrowful,
he said, “How difficult it will be for those
who have riches to enter the kingdom

of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than

for a rich person to enter the kingdom
of God.” 26 Those who heard this said,
“Who then can be saved?” 27]Jesus said,
“What is impossible with men is possible
with God.” 28 Then Peter said, “Behold,
we have left Teverything and followed
yov.” 29 Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to
you, there is no one who has left house,
1parents, brothers, wife, or children, for
the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who
will not surely receive many times more
in this present age, and in the age to come
eternal life.”

§ 18:20 yoor ' —cT
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31 Then Jesus took the twelve aside and
said to them, “Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and everything that is written
by the prophets about the Son of Man will
be fulfilled. 32 For he will be delivered up
to the Gentiles, and he will be mocked,
insulted, and spit upon. 33 After flogging
him, they will kill him, and on the third
day he will rise again.” 3¢ But the disciples
did not understand any of these things;
this statement was hidden from them,
and they did not comprehend what was
being said.

35 As Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind
man was sitting by the road begging.
36 When he heard a crowd going by, he
asked what was happening. 37 They told
him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing
by. 38 So he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!” 39 Then those who
were out in front rebuked him, telling

him to be silent. But he cried out all the
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

40 So Jesus stopped and ordered the man
to be brought to him. When the man
drew near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do
yov want me to do for yov?” He said,
“Lord, I want to receive my sight.” 42So Je-
sus said to him, “Receive yovr sight; yoor
faith has healed yov.” 43 Immediately he
received his sight and began following
Jesus, glorifying God. And when all the
people saw it, they gave praise to God.

19

1 Then Jesus entered Jericho and was
passing through. 2 And behold, there
was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a
chief tax collector, who was rich. 3 He
was trying to see who Jesus was, but he
could not do so because of the crowd,
for he was small in stature. 4 So he ran
on ahead and climbed a sycamore tree

so that he could see him, because Jesus
was about to pass by that way. > When
Jesus came to that place, he looked up

and *saw him. Then he said to him,
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for
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I must stay at your house today.” 6 So
he hurried down and received Jesus with
joy. 7 When all the people saw it, they
grumbled, saying, “He has gone in to stay

with a sinful man.” 8 But Zacchaeus stood
there and said to the Lord, “Behold, half

of my goods, Lord, I give to the poor, and
if I have extorted anything from anyone,
I will pay back four times the amount.”
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has
come to this house, for this man also is a

son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man
came to seek and save the lost.”

11 Now as the people were listening
to this, Jesus went on to tell a parable,
because he was near Jerusalem, and be-
cause they thought that the kingdom of
God was going to appear at once. 12 So
he said, “A man of noble birth went to a
distant country to receive a kingdom for
himself and then return. 13 Calling ten of
his servants, he gave them ten minas and
said to them, ‘Engage in business until

I come’ 14 Now his citizens hated him
and sent a delegation after him, saying,

‘We do not want this man to reign over
us.” 15 When he returned after receiving
the kingdom, he summoned the servants
to whom he had given the money, so

that he might know Twho had gained
what by engaging in business. 16 The
first came before him and said, ‘Master,
yoor mina has made ten minas more.’
17The king said to him, ‘Well done, good
servant! Because yov have been faithful
in a very small matter, take authority

over ten cities.” 18 The second came and
said, ‘Master, yoor mina has made five

minas.” 19 The king said to him, ‘Yov are
to be over five cities.’ 20 fAnother came
and said, ‘Master, behold, here is yovr
mina, which I kept put away in a piece of
cloth. 21 For I was afraid of yov, because
you are a stern man. Yov take out what
yovu did not put in, and yov reap what yov

did not Ssow.’ 22 The king said to him, ‘I

103

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 19:38

will condemn yov by the words coming
out of yoor own mouth, yov evil servant.
Yov knew, did yov, that I was a stern
man, taking out what I did not put in,
and reaping what I did not *sow? 23 Why
then did yov not deposit my money in
the bank, and when I came I would have

collected it with interest?” 24 Then he said
to those standing nearby, ‘Take the mina

from him and give it to the one who
has ten minas.” 25 (But they said to him,
‘Master, he has ten minas!’) 26 ‘fFor I tell
you that everyone who has will be given
more, but the one who does not have,
even what he has will be taken away
ffrom him. 27 But as for those enemies of
mine who did not want me to reign over
them, bring them here and slay them in
front of me.””

28 After saying these things, Jesus con-
tinued on his way up to Jerusalem, walk-
ing ahead of his disciples. 29 As he drew
near to SBethsphage and Bethany, at the
mount called Olivet, he sent two of *his
disciples ahead, 30 saying, “Go into the
village ahead of you. As you enter it,
you will find a colt tied, on which no
one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it
here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
untying it?’ ftell him this: ‘The Lord has
need of it’” 32 So those who were sent
went off and found it just as he had told
them. 33 As they were untying the colt,
its owners said to them, “Why are you
untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord
has need of it.” 35 Then they brought the
colt to Jesus, threw their garments over it,
and set Jesus on it. 36 As he went along,
people were spreading their garments on

the road. 37 And as he drew near to the
descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole

multitude of the disciples began to praise
God joyfully with a loud voice for all the
miracles they had seen, 38 saying,

“Blessed is the king
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who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest!”

39 But some of the Pharisees from among
the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke

yovr disciples.” 40In response he said Sto
them, “I tell you, if they keep silent, the
stones will cry out.”

41 As he drew near to Jerusalem and
saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying,
“If only yov had *known, especially on
this yoor day, what would bring about
fyovr peace! But now it is hidden from
yovr eyes. 43 For the days will come upon
yov when yovur enemies build a barricade
around yov and encircle yoo, hemming
yov in on every side. 44 They will raze yov
to the ground, and yovur children within
yov. They will not leave in yov one
stone upon another, because yov did not
recognize the time of yovr visitation.”

45 Then Jesus entered the temple courts
and began driving out those who were

selling fand buying there. 46 He said to

them, “It is written, ‘My house Sis a house
of prayer,” but you have made it a den of

robbers.” o
47 Every day Jesus was teaching in

the temple courts, but the chief priests
and the scribes were seeking to destroy
him, and so were the prominent leaders
among the people. 48 But they could not
figure out what to do, for all the people
were hanging on his every word as they
listened to him.

20

1 One day, as Jesus was teaching the
people in the temple courts and preaching
the gospel, the *priests and the scribes
came with the elders 2 and said to him,
“Tell us, by what authority are yov doing
these things, or who is it that gave yovu
this authority?” 3 He answered them, “I
will also ask you one question. Tell me:
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4 Did John's authority to baptize come
from heaven or from men?” 5 So they
discussed it among themselves, saying, “If
we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say, TWhy
did you not believe him?’ ¢ But if we say,
‘From men,” all the people will stone us,
for they are persuaded that John was a
prophet.” 7 So they answered that they

did not know where it came from. 8 Then
Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell

you by what authority I am doing these
things.”

9 Then he began to tell the people this
parable: “A man planted a vineyard,
leased it to farmers, and left the country
for a long time. 10 At harvest time he
sent a servant to the farmers so that they
would give him some of the fruit of the
vineyard. But the farmers beat him and
sent him away empty-handed. 11 So he
proceeded to fsend another servant, but
they beat him also, treated him shame-
fully, and sent him away empty-handed.
12 Then he proceeded to send a third, but
they wounded him as well and threw him
out. 13 So the owner of the vineyard said,
‘What should I do? I will send my beloved
son; perhaps Swhen they see him they
will have respect for him.” 14 But when
they saw him, the farmers discussed it
*among themselves, saying, ‘This is the
heir. TCome, let us kill him so that the
inheritance will be ours.” 15 So they threw
him out of the vineyard and killed him.
What then will the owner of the vineyard
do to them? 16 He will come and destroy
those farmers and give the vineyard to
others.” When the people heard this,
they said, “Certainly not!” 17 But Jesus
looked at them and said, “What then is
the meaning of this Scripture:

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’?

18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be
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broken to pieces, but anyone on whom it
falls will be crushed.” 19 Then the fchief
priests and the scribes wanted to arrest
him at that very hour, for they knew he

Shad spoken this parable against them,
but they were *afraid.

20 So they watched him and sent spies
who pretended to be sincere in order
to catch him in something he said, so
that they could deliver him up to the
jurisdiction and authority of the gover-
nor. 21 The spies asked him, “Teacher, we
know that yov speak and teach correctly,
and that yoo do not show partiality but
teach the way of God in truth. 22 Is it
lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or
not?” 23 But perceiving their craftiness,

Jesus said to them, “fWhy are you testing
me? 24 Show me a denarius. Whose
image and inscription does it have?” They
fanswered, “Caesar's.” 25 He said to them,
“Then render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar's, and to God the things that are
God's.” 26 So they were not able to catch
him in what he said in the presence of the
people. And being amazed at his answer,
they fell silent.

27 Now some of the Sadducees, who
§deny that there is a resurrection, came
up and asked Jesus, 28 “Teacher, Moses
wrote for us: ‘If a man's brother dies,
leaving a wife but no children, that man
must marry the widow and raise up
offspring for his brother’ 29 Now there
were seven brothers. The first married
a woman and died childless. 30 The
second *married the widow, and he also
died childless. 31 Likewise, the third
also married her. In the same way all
seven died, leaving no children. 32 fLast
of all, the woman also died. 33 In the
resurrection, therefore, which of them

will she be the wife of? For the seven all
had her as a wife.”
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34Jesus fanswered them, “The people of
this age marry and are given in marriage,
35 but those who are considered worthy
to attain to that age and the resurrection
from the dead neither marry nor are they
given in marriage. 36 Indeed they can no
longer die, for they are like angels. They
are sons of God, since they are sons of the
resurrection. 37 But even Moses indicated
that the dead are raised, when he said
in the passage about the burning bush,
‘The Lord, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 38 He is
not the God of the dead, but of the living,
for to him all are alive.” 39 Then some
of the scribes responded, “Teacher, yov
have spoken well.” 40 SAnd they no longer
dared to ask him anything.

41 Then Jesus said to them, “How can it
be said that the Christ is the Son of David?
42 *Even David himself says in the Book of
Psalms,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand
43 until I make youvr enemies a foot-
stool for yovr feet.”’

44 D;lvid calls him ‘Lord,” so how is he his
son?”

45 As all the people were listening, Jesus
said to This disciples, 46 “Beware of the
scribes. They like to walk around in
long robes, and they love to be greeted
in the marketplaces and to have the best
seats in the synagogues and the places
of honor at banquets. 47 They devour
widows' houses and for a pretense make
long prayers. They will receive a more
severe judgment.”

21

1Then Jesus looked up and saw the rich
putting their gifts into the treasury. 2 He
also saw a poor widow there putting in
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two small copper coins. 3 So he said,
“Truly I say to you, this poor widow has
put in more than all the others. 4 For they

have all put in gifts *for God out of their
abundance, but she, out of her poverty,
has put in all that she had to live on.”
5Then, as some were talking about how
the temple was adorned with beautiful
stones and gifts consecrated to God, Jesus
said, 6 “As for these things that you see,
the days will come in which there will not
be fleft one stone upon another that will

not be thrown down.”
7 So they asked him, “Teacher, when

will these things happen? And what will
be the sign when these things are about
to take place?” @ He said, “See that you
are not led astray. For many will come
in my name, saying, ‘I am he,” and, ‘The
time has drawn near’ Do not go after
them. ° When you hear of wars and
uprisings, do not be terrified, for these
things must first take place, but the end
will not immediately follow.”

10 Then he said to them, “Nation will
rise up against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. 11 There will be great
fearthquakes in various places, along

with Sfamines and plagues. There will
also be terrifying sights and great signs

from heaven. 12 But before all these
things take place, they will arrest you and

persecute you. They will deliver you up
to synagogues and prisons, and you will
be brought before kings and governors
for my name's sake. 13 This will lead
to opportunities for you to bear witness.
14 Therefore settle it in your hearts not to
prepare your defense in advance. 15 For
I will give you a mouth to speak and
wisdom that none of your adversaries
will be able to *refute or resist. 16 You will
even be betrayed by parents, Trelatives,
friends, and brothers, and they will have
some of you put to death. 17 You will be
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hated by all because of my name. 18 Yet
not a hair of your head will by any means
perish. 19 You fmust gain your lives by
your patient endurance.

20 “When you see Jerusalem sur-
rounded by armies, know that its deso-

lation is near. 21 Then those who are in
Judea must flee to the mountains, those

who are in the city must get out, and
those who are in the countryside must not
enter the city. 22 For those will be days
of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written.
23 Woe to those who are with child and
to those who are nursing infants in those
days! SFor there will be great distress in
the land and wrath against this people.
24 They will fall by the edge of the sword
and be led captive into all the nations,
and Jerusalem will be trampled by the

Gentiles until *the times of the Gentiles
are fulfilled.

25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon,
and stars, and on the earth there will
be distress among the nations as they
are perplexed by the roaring sea and the
surging waves. 26 People will faint from
fear and foreboding of what is coming
upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. 28 So when these
things begin to take place, stand tall and
lift up your heads, for your redemption is
near.”

29 Then he told them a parable: “Con-
sider the fig tree and all the other trees.
30 As soon as they sprout leaves, you
can see for yourselves and know that
summer is near. 31 So also, when you
see these things taking place, know that
the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I
say to you, this generation will certainly
not pass away until all things have taken
place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass
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away, but my words will certainly not
pass away.

34 “Watch yourselves, lest your hearts
be weighed down with carousing, drunk-
enness, and the cares of this life, and that
day come upon you fsuddenly. 35 For
it will come like a trap upon all who
dwell on the face of the whole earth.
36 {Therefore stay alert at all times, pray-
ing that you may Sbe considered worthy

to escape “everything that will take place,
and to stand before the Son of Man.”

37 Each day Jesus taught in the temple
courts, but at night he would go out and
stay at the mount called Olivet. 38 And all
the people would come to him early in the

morning to listen to him fin the temple
courts.

22

1 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread
was drawing near, which is called

Passover, 2 and the chief priests and the
scribes were looking for a way to get rid
of Jesus quietly, for they were afraid of
the people.

3 Then Satan entered into Judas, the
one called Iscariot, who was numbered
among the twelve. 4 He went away
and discussed with the chief *priests and
officers how he might deliver Jesus up to
them. 5 They were glad and agreed to give
him money. ¢ So he accepted the offer
and began looking for an opportunity to
deliver Jesus up to them in the absence of
a crowd.

7 Then came the day for the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, when the Passover
lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent
Peter and John, saying, “Go prepare the
Passover for us, so that we may eat it.”
9They said to him, “Where do yov want us
to prepare it?” 10He said to them, “Behold,
when you enter the city, a man carrying
a jug of water will meet you. Follow him
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into the house he enters 11 and say to the
master of the house, ‘The Teacher asks
yov, “Where is the guest room where I
may eat the Passover with my disciples?””’
12 He will then show you a large upper
room that is furnished; prepare it there.”
13 So they went and found it just as Jesus
had told them, and they prepared the
Passover.

14 When the hour came, Jesus reclined
at the table, and the Ttwelve apostles were
with him. 15 He said to them, “I have
earnestly desired to eat this Passover with
you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you

that I will certainly not eat it fagain until
it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”
17 Then he took Sa cup, and after giving
thanks he said, “Take this and divide it
among yourselves. 18 For I tell you, *T will
certainly not drink again from the fruit of
the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
19 Then he took bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
them, saying, “This is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” 20 In the same way, he also took the
cup after they had eaten supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, which is poured out for you. 21 But
behold, the hand of the one who is going
to betray me is with mine on the table.

22 TThe Son of Man indeed goes as it has
been determined, but woe to that man by
whom he is betrayed.” 23 Then they began

to discuss with one another which one of
them it could be who would do this.

24 A dispute also arose among them as

to which of them was considered to be
greater. 25 So Jesus said to them, “The

kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship
over them, and those who have authority

over them are called benefactors. 26 But
it must not be so with you; rather the

greatest among you must become like the
youngest, and the leader must become

T 21:34 suddenly. For it will come like a trap | suddenly like a trap. For it will come CT } 21:36 Therefore

i But CT

§ 21:36 be considered worthy | have strength CT

* 21:36 everything ! all these things CT TR

T 21:38 in the temple courts | on the mount ANT * 224 priests | priests, scribes, ANT T 22:14 twelve | —

cr ¥ 22:16 again | —CT

§ 22:17 a ! theant *

22:18 I will certainly not drink again | from now on I

will certainly not drink CT [Note: The word again does not appear in the main Greek text but has been added for

stylistic purposes.] T 22:22 The | For the CT



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 22:27

like one who serves. 27 For who_is
greater? The one who reclines at the table

or the one who serves? Is it not the one
who reclines at the table? But I am among

you as one who serves.

28 “You have stayed with me in my
trials. 29 And I bestow on you a kingdom,
just as my Father bestowed one on me,
30 so that you may eat and drink at
my ftable. And you will sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of SIsrael.”

31 Then the Lord said, “Simon, Simon,
behold, Satan has demanded to have you,
so that he might sift you like wheat. 32 But
I have prayed for yov that yovur faith may
not fail. Once yov have turned back,
strengthen yovur brothers.” 33 Peter said
to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with yov
both to prison and to death.” 34Jesus said,

“I tell yov, Peter, a rooster will *certainly

not crow today fbefore yov have denied
three times that yoo know me.”

35 Then Jesus said to them, “When I
sent you without a moneybag, knapsack,
or sandals, did you lack anything?” They
said, “Nothing.” 36 Then he said to them,
“But now he who has a moneybag must
take it, and likewise a knapsack. And he
who does not have a sword must sell his
garment and buy one. 37 For I tell you that
this Scripture must fstill be fulfilled in

: ‘He was numbered with the lawless.’
For what is written about me is reaching

its fulfillment.” 38 So they said, “Lord,
behold, here are two swords.” He said to
them, “That is enough!”

39 Then Jesus went out and made his
way to the Mount of Olives, as was his
custom, and Shis disciples followed him.
40 When he came to the place, he said
to them, “Pray that you may not enter
into temptation.” 41 Then he withdrew
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from them about a stone's throw away
and knelt down and prayed, 42 “Father,

if yov are *willing to take this cup away
from me, do so; nevertheless, not my

will, but yovrs be done.” 43 TThen an
angel from heaven appeared to him and
strengthened him. 44 Being in agony,
he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat
became like drops of blood falling to the
ground. 45 When he rose from prayer

and came to the disciples, he found them
sleeping because of their sorrow. 46 So he
said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise
and pray, lest you enter into temptation.”

47 While he was still speaking, behold,
a crowd approached, and the man called
Judas, one of the twelve, was leading
them. He drew near to Jesus to Kkiss

Shim, 48 and Jesus said to him, “Judas,
are you betraying the Son of Man with a
kiss?” 49 When those who were around
him saw what was about to happen, they
said *to him, “Lord, shall we strike with

the sword?” 50 Then one of them struck
the servant of the high priest and cut off

his right ear. 51 But Jesus responded, “No

more of this!” And he touched the man's
ear and healed him. 52 Then Jesus said

to the chief priests, the officers of the
temple, and the elders who had come out
against him, “Have you come out with
swords and clubs as you would against
a robber? 531 was with you daily in the
temple courts, and you did not lay a hand
on me. But this is your hour, when the
power of darkness reigns.”

54 Then they arrested him, led him
away, and brought him to the house of
the high priest, and Peter was following

at a distance. >> Some there had kindled
a fire in the middle of the courtyard and

sat down together, and Peter sat down
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among them. 56 When a servant girl saw
him sitting in the light of the fire, she
looked at him intently and said, “This man
also was with him.” 57 But Peter denied
thim, saying, “Woman, I do not know
him.” 58 After a little while, someone
else saw him and said, “Yov also are one
of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am
not.” 59 After about an hour had gone by,
another man kept insisting, “Truly this
man also was with him, for he too is a
Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not
know what yov are talking about!” And
immediately, while he was still speaking,
fa rooster crowed. 61 Then the Lord
turned and looked at Peter, and Peter
remembered what the Lord had said to
him, “Before a rooster Scrows, yov will
deny me three times.” 62 And Peter went
out and wept bitterly.

63 Now the men who were holding
Jesus in custody began mocking him and
beating him. 64 They also blindfolded
him and kept *striking his face, saying
to him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck
yov?” 65 And they said many other things
against him, reviling him.

66 When daybreak came, the elders of
the people gathered together, both chief
priests and scribes, and they led Jesus Tup
to their Sanhedrin and said, ¢7 “If yov
are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to
them, “If I tell you, you will surely not
believe. 68 And if I ask you a question, you
will surely not answer fme or release me.

69 But from now on the Son of Man will
be seated at the right hand of the power

of God.” 70 So they all said, “Are yov then
the Son of God?” He said to them, “You
yourselves say that I am.” 71 Then they

said, “What further need do we have of
testimony? For we ourselves have heard
it from his own mouth.”

23

1 Then the whole assembly arose and
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led Jesus to Pilate. 2 They began to
accuse him, saying, “We found this man

perverting *the nation and forbidding us
to pay taxes to Caesar, declaring himself
to be Christ, a king.” 3 So Pilate asked
Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
Jesus answered him, “Yov have said it
yovurself.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief
priests and the crowd, “I find no fault in
this man.” 5 But they kept insisting, “He
stirs up the people, teaching throughout
all Judea. He started from Galilee and has
come even to this place.”

6 When Pilate heard fmention of
Galilee, he asked whether the man was

a Galilean. 7 And when he found out
that Jesus was under Herod's jurisdiction,

he sent him over to Herod, who was
also in Jerusalem in those days. 8 When
Herod saw Jesus he was very glad, for
he had long desired to see him, because

he had heard fmany things about him
and was hoping to see him perform some
sign. 9 So he questioned him at great
length, but Jesus gave him no answer.
10 Meanwhile, the Schief priests and the
scribes stood there, vehemently accusing

him. 11 Herod also treated him with
contempt and mocked him, as did his

soldiers. Then, after dressing Jesus in
fine clothing, Herod sent him back to

Pilate. 12 That very day *Pilate and Herod
became friends with one another; before
this they had been enemies.

13 Then Pilate called together the chief
priests, the rulers, and the people, 14 and
said to them, “You brought me this man as
one who was misleading the people. And
behold, after examining him before you,

I have found no fault in this man with
respect to the accusations you are making

against him, 15 and neither has Herod, for
TI sent you to him. Clearly he has done
nothing that deserves death. 16 Therefore
I will have him flogged and then release
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him.”

17{Now each year at the feast Pilate was
obligated to release one prisoner for the
people. 18 So they all cried out together,
“Away with this man, and release for us

Barabbas!” 19 (This was a man who had
been thrown into prison for an insurrec-

tion that had taken place in the city, and
for murder.) 20 Wishing to release Jesus,
Pilate addressed them again, 21 but they
kept on shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!”
22 A third time he said to them, “Why?
What evil has he done? I have found
in him Sno grounds for death. So I will
have him flogged and then release him.”
23But they continued insistently with loud
voices, demanding that he be crucified,
and their voices *prevailed, along with
those of the chief priests. 24 So Pilate
rendered his decision that their demand
be granted. 25 He freleased the man
they had been asking for, who had been
thrown into prison for insurrection and
murder, but he handed Jesus over to their
will.

26 As the soldiers led him away, they
took hold of Simon, a Cyrenian man who
was coming in from the countryside, and
they laid on him the cross, forcing him
to carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great mul-
titude of people followed along behind,
including women who were mourning
and lamenting for Jesus. 28 But Jesus
turned to them and said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep
for yourselves and for your children.
29 For behold, the days are coming when
people will say, ‘Blessed are the barren,
the wombs that have not given birth,

and the breasts that have not fnursed!’
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30Then they will begin to say to the moun-
tains, ‘Fall on us!” and to the hills, ‘Cover
us!” 31For if they do these things when the
wood is green, what will happen when it
is dry?”

32 Now two others, who were criminals,
were also being led away to be put to
death with Jesus. 33 When they came
to the place called the Skull, the soldiers
crucified him there along with the crim-
inals, one on his right and one on his

left. 34 S§But Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.”
Then they cast lots to divide his garments.
35 The people stood there looking on,
and the rulers *who were with them
ridiculed him, saying, “He saved others;
let him save himself if he is the TChrist,

the Chosen One of God.” 36 The soldiers
also mocked him, coming up to him and

offering him sour wine, 37 saying, “If yov
are the king of the Jews, save yovrself!”
38 There was also an inscription over him
fwritten in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew
letters, which read: “This is the King of
the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who was hang-
ing there reviled Shim, saying, “*If yov
are the Christ, save yovrself and us!”
40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do
yov not even fear God, seeing that yov are

under the same condemnation? 41 The
two of us are justly condemned, for we

are receiving the appropriate punishment
for the things we have done, but this man
has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he Tsaid
to Jesus, “Remember me, Lord, when yov
come fin your kingdom.” 43 Jesus said to
him, “Truly I say to yov, today yov will be
with me in Paradise.”
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44 §Now it was about the sixth hour
and there was darkness over the whole

land until the ninth *hour. 45 The sun
was darkened, and the veil of the temple

was torn down the middle. 46 Then Jesus
cried out with a loud voice, “Father, into
your hands I commit my spirit.” After
saying this, he breathed his last breath.

47 Now when the centurion saw _what
had happened, he glorified God and said,

“Surely this man was righteous.” 48 And
when all the crowds who had gathered
together for this spectacle saw what had
happened, they returned home beating

their breasts. 49 But all those who knew
Jesus stood at a distance watching these

things, including the women who had

followed him from Galilee. _
50 Now there was a good and righteous

man named Joseph, who was a member
of the council 51 but had not consented to
their decision and action. He was from
Arimathea, a town of the Jews, and was
Thimself also waiting for the kingdom of

God. 52 He went to Pilate and asked for
Jesus' body. 53 Then he took it down,

wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it
in a tomb hewn in the rock, where no

one had ever been laid. 5% It was the
day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was

approaching. 55 The women who had
come with Jesus from Galilee followed
along behind and saw the tomb and
how his body was laid in it. 56 Then
they returned and prepared spices and
ointments. But they rested on the Sabbath
according to the commandment.

10n the first day of the week, at early
dawn, the women came to the tomb,
bringing the spices they had *prepared,
and some other women were with them.
2 They found the stone rolled away from

the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they
did not find the body Tof the Lord Jesus.
4 While they were Igreatly perplexed
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about this, behold, two men stood by
them in dazzling clothes. 5 The women

were terrified and bowed their faces to
the ground, but the men said to them,

“Why do you seek the living among the
dead? 6 He is not here, but is risen.
Remember how he told you, while he
was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man
must be delivered up into the hands of
sinful men, be crucified, and on the third
day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered
his words. 9 When they returned from
the tomb, they told all these things to

the eleven and to all the others. 10 It
was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the

mother of James, and the other women
with them, who told these things to the

apostles. 11 But Stheir words came across
to them as nonsense, and they did not
believe them. 12 Peter, however, got up
and ran to the tomb. When he stooped
down to look in, he saw *the linen cloths
lying there by themselves. So he went
away, wondering to himself what had
happened.

13 That same day two of them were
going to a village called Emmaus, which
was about seven miles from Jerusalem.
14 They were talking with each other
about everything that had happened.
15 As they were talking and discussing
these things, Jesus himself drew near and
went along with them, 16 but their eyes
were Kkept from recognizing him. 17 He
said to them, “What are you discussing
with each other as you walk Talong,

looking downcast?” 18 Then fthe one
whose name was Cleopas answered him,
“Are yovu the only visitor in Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have
happened there in these last few days?”
19He said to them, “What things?” So they
said to him, “The things concerning Jesus

of Nazareth, Sa man who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God
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and all the people, 20 and how the chief
priests and our rulers handed him over
to a sentence of death and crucified him.
21 But we had hoped that he was the one
who would redeem Israel. *And besides
all this, Ttoday is now the third day since
these things happened. 22 Moreover, some
of our women amazed us. They were
at the tomb early this morning, 23 and
when they did not find his body, they
came back saying that they had seen a
vision of angels, who said that he was
alive. 24 Then some of our companions
went to the tomb and found it to be so,
just as the women had said, but they did
not see him.” 25 Then Jesus said to them,
“O foolish men, how slow of heart you
are to believe all that the prophets have
spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the
Christ to suffer these things and enter into
his glory?” 27 And beginning from Moses
and all the Prophets, he explained to them
the things written about himself in all the
Scriptures.

28 As they drew near to the village
where they were going, Jesus acted as
though he were going on farther. 29 But
they urged him not to do so, saying, “Stay
with us, for it is nearly evening, and the

day fis drawing to a close.” So he went in
to stay with them. 30 As he was reclining
at the table with them, he took the bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
31 Then their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him, but he disappeared from
their sight. 32 They said to each other,

“Were not our hearts burning Swithin
us as he spoke to us on the road and
explained the Scriptures to us?” 33 So
they rose that very hour and returned to
Jerusalem, where they found the eleven
gathered together with their companions,
34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed and
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has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they
began describing what had happened on
the road, and how Jesus had been made
known to them in the breaking of bread.

36 As they were saying these things,
Jesus himself stood among *them and said
to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 But they
were startled and terrified, thinking they
had seen a spirit. 3% Then he said to
them, “Why are you troubled, and why
are doubts arising in your hearts? 39 Look
at my hands and my feet and see that it
is I myself. Touch me and look at me, for
a spirit does not have flesh and bones as
you see that I have.” 40 After saying this,

he showed them his hands and his feet.
41 And while they were still amazed and

in disbelief because of their joy, he said to
them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”
4250 they gave him a piece of broiled Tfish
and some honeycomb. 43 And he took
them and ate in their presence.

44 Then he said to them, “These are
fthe words that I spoke to you while
I was still with you, that everything
written about me in the Law of Moses,
the Prophets, and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds
to understand the Scriptures 46 and said
to them, “Thus it is Swritten, and thus
it was necessary for the Christ to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third
day, 47 and for repentance *and remission
of sins to be preached in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You
are witnesses of these things. 49 fAnd
behold, I am sending the promise of my
Father upon you, but stay in the city
fof Jerusalem until you are clothed with
power from on high.”

50 Then he led them out as far as
Bethany, and lifting up his hands he
blessed them. 51 While he was blessing
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them, he parted from them and was car-
ried up into heaven. 52 So they worshiped
him and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy. 33 And they were continually in
the temple courts, Spraising and blessing

God. *Amen.
Published fifteen years after the ascen-

sion of Christ.t

§ 24:53 praising and | —CT * 24:53 Amen. | —CT T 24:53 This scribal note is included in the colophons
of many Greek manuscripts.
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THE GOSPE,II_.‘ d&CCORDING
JOHN

1In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with
God. 3 All things were made through him,
and without him not even one thing was
made. 4In him was life, and the life was
the light of men. 35 The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

6 There came a man sent from God,
whose name was John. 7 He came as
a witness to testify about the light, so
that all might believe through him. 8 He
himself was not the light, but he came to
testify about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to
everyone, was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world was
made through him, but the world did not
know him. 11 He came to his own, but his
own people did not receive him. 12 But
to all who did receive him, who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God, 13 who were born not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God.

14 The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son, who
came from the Father, full of grace and
truth. 15 John testified about him and
cried out, “This is he *of whom I said,
‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of
me, because he existed before me.’” 16 {Of
his fullness we have all received, even
grace upon grace. 17 For the law was
given through Moses, but grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has

ever seen God, but the one and only fSon,

* 1:15 of whom I . who WH T 1:16 of | For of CT f 1:18 son 98.3% i God NA SBL WH 0.3%
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who is at the Father's side, has made him
known.

19 This was the testimony of John when

the Jews Ssent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are yov?”
20 He did not deny it, but confessed, “I
am not the Christ.” 21 So they asked him,
“What then? Are yov Elijah?” He said,
“I am not.” “Are yov the Prophet?” He
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him,
“Who are yov? Tell us so that we may give

an answer to those who sent us. What
do yov say about yovrself?” 23 He said,

“I am the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the
Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now *those who had been sent were
from the Pharisees.) 25 Then they asked
him, “Why then do yov baptize if yov
are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the
Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I
baptize with water, but among you stands
one you do not Tknow. 27 He is the one
who comes after me, fwho ranks ahead
of me, the strap of whose sandals I am
not worthy to untie.” 28 These things
took place in SBethany beyond the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.

29 On the next day John saw Jesus
coming to him and said, “Behold, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world! 30 This is he of whom I said,

‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead
of me, because he existed before me.” 311

myself did not know him, but I came
baptizing with water so that he might be
revealed to Israel.” 32 Then John testified,
“I saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and it remained upon him. 331
myself did not recognize him, but he who
sent me to baptize with water said to me,
‘He upon whom yov see the Spirit descend
and remain is the one who baptizes with
the Holy Spirit’ 34 And I have seen and

testified that this is the *Son of God.”
§ 1:19
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35 On the next day John was again
standing with two of his disciples. 36 As
Jesus walked by, John looked at him and
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” 37 When
the two disciples heard him say this, they
followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus
saw them following him and said to them,
“What do you seek?” They said to him,
“Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where
are youv staying?” 39 He said to them,
“fCome and see.” So they went and saw
where he was staying, and stayed with
him that day; it was about the tenth hour.
40 Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter,

was one of the two who heard this from
John and followed Jesus. 41 Andrew first

found his own brother Simon and said
to him, “We have found the Messiah”

(which means “Christ”), 42 and he brought
Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and
said, “Yov are Simon the son of i]onah;
yovu shall be called Cephas” (wWhich means
“Peter”).

43 On the next day Jesus decided to go
to Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him,
“Follow me.” 44 (Now Philip was from
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.)
45 Philip then found Nathanael and said
to him, “We have found him of whom
Moses wrote in the law, and of whom the
Prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth,
the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said
to him, “Can anything good come from
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come
and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael
coming toward him, he said of him,
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom

there is no deceit.” 48 Nathanael said
to him, “How do yov know me?” Jesus

answered him, “Before Philip called yov,
when yov were under the fig t